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EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

EXTENDING CONGRATULATIONS
TO JOYCE GARVER KELLER

HON. JOHN A. BOEHNER

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 30, 2015

Mr. BOEHNER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate and recognize my friend, Ms.
Joyce Garver Keller, on her retirement.

For 25 years, Joyce has stood as a faithful
advocate and a strong voice for justice. As the
Executive Director of Ohio Jewish Commu-
nities, she has led the way in providing elect-
ed officials guidance on the most important
issues impacting the Jewish organizations and
congregations in Ohio and across the country.

| am glad to call Joyce my friend and | am
glad she was one of the many in attendance
of what she described as “an extraordinary
moment in history,” during Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu’s address to Congress
this year.

Joyce, thank you for all your work. You will
be missed in the halls of the Congress but
your drive and unwavering dedication will have
a lasting impact that will continue to resonate
here and in Ohio. | wish you the very best as
you begin your next chapter.

On behalf of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, | proudly recognize Ms. Joyce Garver
Keller for 25 years of service with the Ohio
Jewish Communities.

——————

HONORING THE BARTELS FAMILY
FOR THEIR OUTSTANDING COM-
MITMENT TO EDUCATION AND
THE UNIVERSITY OF NEW
HAVEN

HON. ROSA L. DeLAURO

OF CONNECTICUT
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 30, 2015

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, it is with great
pleasure that | join the University of New Ha-
ven’s (UNH) Board of Governors and its Presi-
dent, Dr. Steven Kaplan, in recognizing the
Bartels family for its unremitting commitment
to the University and its students through gen-
erous support of scholarships and academic
programs.

| am honored to be a part of recognizing
this tremendous family and formalizing this
special recognition in memory of Henry E.
“Hank” Bartels. Over the past forty years,
Hank and Nancy Bartels, along with their son
Philip, and his wife, Susan, have contributed
immeasurably to UNH’s development, sup-
porting its mission of providing high quality ex-
periential education, through a combination of
liberal arts and real-world, hands-on profes-
sional training. In the words of President
Kaplan, “The Bartels family has established
an indelible legacy at this institution and has
touched the lives of countless students.” The
Bartels continue this tradition by dem-

onstrating an unwavering appreciation for
UNH, its potential, and the promise it delivers
to innumerable students.

There is no greater tribute to Hank Bartels
and that of the entire Bartels family than its
most recent work in commissioning UNH’s in-
augural Washington Program. The initial
launch of the program last fall consisted of a
team of 19 students participating in the 2014
Annual Model United Nation Conference. They
were Aemin Becker, Matthew Belletete, Con-
nor Briggs, Juliana Calcagno, Rob Granoth,
Jamie Harron, James Hart, Elise Lenahan,
Sarah Markland, Amanda Nash, Emily Nash,
Samanth Paquette, Melissa Peil, Paul Raffile,
Bobby Rousseau, Jessica Sattler, Emil
Thomsen, Randi Trinidad, and Connor Vargo.
In preparation for the competition, students
were exposed to high-level briefings by inter-
national stakeholders based in Washington,
DC and Federal officials integral to the oper-
ation of the UN and its missions. As a result
of the intense preparation and high-caliber ex-
posure to UN stakeholders, the UNH delega-
tion won the Distinguished Delegation Award,
an honor bestowed to only 14 colleges and
universities out of the more than 100 from the
U.S. and abroad that participated.

The next installment of UNH’s Washington
Program consisted of a semester course enti-
tled, American Rome: Washington DC—
Power, Politics, Policy. This course exposed
students to the structure and culture of the
U.S. Federal government as it relates to the
national security system. The course cul-
minated in a week in Washington where stu-
dents met with current and former officials
from the Executive Branch, Federal Agencies,
and Congress, as well as academia. During
this week, 15 UNH students visited the White
House, Pentagon, Capitol Hill, Federal Bureau
of Investigations, Central Intelligence Agency,
Defense Intelligence Agency and U.S. Naval
Academy. Students included Naif Alharbi, Brit-
tany Codiana, Lindsey Conley, Zachery
Fiermonti, Michael Hagen, Sarah Hoffman,
Ryan Lebel, Sebika Mazumdar, Paul Raffile,
Richard Rotella, Elizabeth Rowan, Jonathan
Trinh, Andrew Walles, Walter Williams, and
Cassidy Yotnakparian. In the words of one
participating student, “This is my first Political
Science/National Security class here at UNH,
and it has truly changed my perspective on
my future career; the trip made me want to
join the Navy then work in Washington after a
military career.” Each student indicated the
visit to Washington heightened interests to
serve our country as military officials, civil
servants or another capacity to enhance the
country’s national security interests.

As a result of the Bartels family’s incredible
generosity, these students were able to travel
to Washington and engage in a trans-
formational experience that will undoubtedly
help shape the careers and lives of our coun-
try’s next generation of leaders. | am proud to
join the students, faculty and university admin-
istration—particularly Dr. Steven Kaplan,
President, Dr. Daniel May, Provost, Dr.
Lourdes Alvarez, Dean of College of Arts &

Sciences, Dr. Mario Gaboury, Dean Henry C.
Lee College of Criminal Justice and Forensic
Sciences, Dr. Chris Haynes, Assistant Pro-
fessor and Political Science Coordinator, Dr.
Matthew Schmidt, Assistant Professor of Na-
tional Security and Political Science, Dr. Patri-
cia Crouse, Practitioner in Residence, Depart-
ment of Political Science, and Dr. Christy
Smith, Assistant Professor of Public Adminis-
tration—in expressing the deepest gratitude to
the Bartels family for providing these young
men and women with a solid foundation and
instilling a sense of purpose and service to our
great nation.

HONORING MR. BILL RUFTY

HON. DANIEL WEBSTER

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 30, 2015

Mr. WEBSTER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, |
first met Bill Rufty nearly 30 years, when | was
serving in the Florida House of Representa-
tives. Our paths crossed often when | was
Speaker of the House in Florida, and Bill al-
ways had an ear out for Polk County.
Throughout his career, Bill has been a steady
reporter who stuck to the facts, reporting infor-
mation just as he saw it. In that way, Bill was
old school, a dying breed of journalist.

A few years ago, Bill was the first reporter
to interview me when | began representing
Polk County in Congress and opened an office
inside the Winter Haven City Hall. Measured
and accurate, Bill has been a friend and famil-
iar face while covering both state and federal
issues. It has been a pleasure to work with
him for three decades in serving the best in-
terests of Central Florida. | wish him the best.

—————

COMMEMORATING THE 85TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF THE GIFT OF ME-
MORIAL CITY HALL

HON. JOHN KATKO

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 30, 2015

Mr. KATKO. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
commemorate the 85th anniversary of the gift
of Memorial City Hall in the City of Auburn,
New York. In 1929, Memorial City Hall was
built in the City of Auburn in memory of David
Munson Osborne, Mayor of the City of Auburn
from 1879-1880. Memorial City Hall continues
to serve as the center of civic activity in Au-
burn, a memorial to the City’s rich history, and
an architectural classic.

Memorial City Hall was commissioned by
daughters of David Munson Osborne and sis-
ters of Mayor Thomas Mott Osborne, Helen
Osborne Storrow and Emily Osborne Harris.
The Hall was designed by the acclaimed ar-
chitecture firm, Coolidge, Shepley, Bulfinch,
and Abbott. Memorial City Hall’s grand portico,

® This “bullet” symbol identifies statements or insertions which are not spoken by a Member of the Senate on the floor.

Matter set in this typeface indicates words inserted or appended, rather than spoken, by a Member of the House on the floor.




E624

pediment, and ionic columns stand as a mon-
umental example of Colonial Revival architec-
ture in 19th and 20th century America.

The history and strength of the City of Au-
burn is reflected in Memorial City Hall. | am
pleased to share in the 85th anniversary of
this landmark which continues to serve the
residents of Auburn and memorialize the pub-
lic service of David Munson Osborne and the
entire Osborne family.

———————

TRIBUTE TO THE REPUBLIC OF
KAZAKHSTAN

HON. ADAM B. SCHIFF

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 30, 2015

Mr. SCHIFF. Mr. Speaker, last week, with
great fanfare and enthusiasm, the Bike Away
the Atomic Bomb ride set off from in front of
the Capitol. That project, coordinated by
Kazakhstan’s ATOM Project along with Bike
for Peace and Mayors for Peace, sent riders
from DC to New York to call for a Comprehen-
sive Nuclear Test Ban Treaty at the UN Non-
proliferation Treaty Review Conference that
began April 27. They were seen off by the
ATOM project’'s Honorary Ambassador, the
artist and painter Karipbek Kuyukov, who was
born—without arms—roughly 60 miles from
the Semipalatinsk nuclear test site in eastern
Kazakhstan. It was the beginning of a 200-
mile ride, but also a leg in a long, admirable
journey Kazakhstan has taken since its inde-
pendence.

In an increasingly dangerous world, the Re-
public of Kazakhstan has taken the lead in
eliminating nuclear weapons while supporting
the safe, secure, and peaceful use of nuclear
energy. When the Soviet Union collapsed in
December 1991, a newly-independent
Kazakhstan inherited 1,410 nuclear warheads
as well as the Semipalatinsk nuclear weapon
test site. By 1995—just four short years
later—the young country had destroyed or re-
moved all their nuclear weapons and joined
the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty as a non-
nuclear weapons state; by the year 2000, it
had destroyed its nuclear testing infrastructure
at Semipalatinsk.

Kazakhstan is one of only a handful of
countries that has taken these dramatic steps
to make the world safer. Of those few, it is in
a unique position to understand the dev-
astating effects of nuclear weapons. For forty
years, Kazakhstan was a test site for nuclear
weapons. The fall-out from these hundreds of
tests, including over 100 above ground, has
left the Kazakh people with a terrible legacy of
untimely deaths and birth defects that continue
to this day. As Americans, we are lucky to
only be able to grasp the threat of nuclear
weapons abstractly and intellectually; for the
Kazakhs that threat has been all too real.

In response to this terrible historical burden,
Kazakhstan has taken the lead promoting nu-
clear non-proliferation. It has promoted a Cen-
tral Asian Nuclear Weapons Free Zone and is
now leading a global movement against nu-
clear weapons testing while offering to host
the world’s first “nuclear fuel bank” in co-
operation with the International Atomic Energy
Agency. It has worked to keep Iran from ac-
quiring nuclear weapons, and hosted the P5+1
talks in Almaty. And while taking advantage of
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its natural and technological resources to de-
velop civilian nuclear power as an additional
energy source, for both itself and other coun-
tries, Kazakhstan sought to make civilian nu-
clear power production more safe and secure
by agreeing to adopt the Nuclear Security
Guidelines at 2014 Nuclear Security Summit.

Members, myself included, regularly take to
the floor to call attention to the problems in
another country. Whether we censure other
nations for their belligerence, condemn them
for their treatment of their own populations, or
express concern over their challenges in the
face of internal crises, we too often speak out
on the depressing news that somewhere in
the world, something has gone terribly wrong.
It gives me enormous pleasure, as a co-chair
of the House’s Nuclear Security Working
Group, to call our attention today to a nation
where something that has gone very, very
right, and to commend the Republic of
Kazakhstan for the role it continues to play in
creating a safer, more secure future for itself
and for the globe.

————

CELEBRATING MAYOR KEITH CAIN

HON. ADAM KINZINGER

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 30, 2015

Mr. KINZINGER of lllinois. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to honor Mr. Keith Cain, City of
Princeton Mayor, and to recognize his years of
dedication and honorable service to the city of
Princeton, Bureau County, and the State of Illi-
nois.

Mayor Cain served as Princeton’s Mayor
since 1999—ushering in a new City Manager
Form of government, leading to more effi-
ciency and economic development. Mayor
Cain’s leadership in transforming a Brownfield
site into Festival 56—the largest professional
theater festival in the State of lllinois—has
been instrumental in strengthening city tourism
and retail development.

These are just a couple examples of how
Mayor Cain has guided the city to new heights
and was a constant comforting presence to
the residents he so honorably served.

Though Mr. Cain is retiring from the position
of Mayor—I know he will continue to serve his
community and be a constant presence and a
trusted confident to those seeking his advice.
Mr. Cain has been an invaluable source of in-
formation to my office on the issues facing the
residents of Princeton and the City as a
whole.

While Mr. Cain is retiring from his post, |
know he will continue to work and serve the
community that he loves so much and will al-
ways lend a helping hand when needed. Mr.
Speaker, on behalf of the 16th District of llli-
nois, | wish to express our deepest thanks to
Keith Cain for his commendable service and
dedication.
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CELEBRATING MRS. TRELLIE
ELIZABETH HARTMAN'S 97TH
BIRTHDAY
HON. JACKIE WALORSKI
OF INDIANA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, April 30, 2015

Mrs. WALORSKI. Mr. Speaker, today | rise
to congratulate a truly remarkable woman who
is celebrating her 97th birthday, Mrs. Trellie
Elizabeth Hartman. It is with great enthusiasm
that | join her family and friends in celebrating
this milestone and her many lifetime achieve-
ments that exemplify her Hoosier values.

A native of Argos, Indiana, she worked on
her family’s farm where she gained a strong
work ethic at a young age. Trellie took her
work ethic and Hoosier values to Contra Costa
College in California, where she earned a de-
gree in nursing. For more than 35 years, she
worked as a nurse and cared for others in
need. Since her retirement, she has stayed in-
volved in her community by volunteering for
Kaiser Hospital, oftentimes working double
shifts.

Mrs. Hartman has been blessed with three
children, nine grandchildren, 16 great grand-
children, and five great-great grandchildren.
Although Trellie no longer lives in Indiana, she
exemplifies what it means to be a Hoosier and
continues to act as a strong role model for fu-
ture generations.

| want to sincerely thank Trellie for her serv-
ice and recognize her unwavering commitment
to the healthcare field. It is my honor to offer
my sincere congratulations to Mrs. Hartman
on this special occasion. | wish her a very
happy birthday and many more years of con-
tinued health and happiness.

———

HONORING JOHN JAY COLLEGE OF
CRIMINAL JUSTICE ON ITS 50TH
ANNIVERSARY

HON. JERROLD NADLER

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 30, 2015

Mr. NADLER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate John Jay College of Criminal Jus-
tice in my district in New York City, on the oc-
casion of its 50th anniversary.

Located steps from Lincoln Center in the
cultural heart of New York City, John Jay Col-
lege is one of the nation’s leading liberal arts
institutions of higher education with a mission
of educating for justice. This theme is at the
core of each of its programs across arts,
sciences, and humanities. An international
leader in educating for justice, John Jay offers
a rich liberal arts and professional studies cur-
riculum to upwards of 15,000 undergraduate
and graduate students from more than 135
nations, including over 47% first generation
students and more than 500 veterans. John
Jay College is ranked #3 in the nation as a
“Best for Vet” institution by Military Times in
its 2015 national college rankings of 600 uni-
versities and colleges.

The original catalyst for the school came
from increasing concerns among civic leaders
in New York over ongoing relations between
the police and the community and the increas-
ing complexity of police work. A small and
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dedicated group of academic visionaries came
together to develop a plan for a new college
named the College of Police Science within
the City University of New York. Within a year,
the college was renamed the John Jay Col-
lege of Criminal Justice to reflect broader aspi-
rations and achievements in criminal justice,
leadership, and public service. John Jay, of
course, was the first Chief Justice of the
United States Supreme Court and served as
governor of our New York.

The challenges and hard work envisioned
when John Jay College was created continue
today. John Jay College is a critical part of our
community. The essence of John Jay College
of Criminal Justice can be found in its stu-
dents, Pulitzer Prize-winning faculty, and en-
thusiastic administrators who form a civic-
minded community of motivated and intellectu-
ally curious individuals committed to public
service and global citizenship.

The accolades are many:

Just a few weeks ago, the National Ethnic
Coalition of Organizations (NECO) established
a scholarship at John Jay College in memory
of New York City Police Department Detec-
tives Rafael Ramos and Wenijian Liu who lost
their lives in December 2014 while serving the
citizens of New York. The scholarship was an-
nounced on March 11 during the college’s
NYPD alumni reception held in celebration of
the longstanding partnership and collaboration
with the NYPD.

The National Network for Safe Communities
at John Jay College, led by Professor David
Kennedy, supports strategic interventions to
reduce violence and community disorder.
These strategies combine the best of law en-
forcement and community-driven approaches
to improve public safety, minimize arrests and
incarceration, enhance police legitimacy, and
rebuild relationships between law enforcement
and distressed communities. Attorney General
Holder just announced six host pilot sites in
Birmingham, AL; Fort Worth, TX; Gary, IN;
Minneapolis, MN; Pittsburgh, PA; and Stock-
ton, CA for the National Initiative for Building
Community Trust and Justice, a three-year
multi-million dollar project under the leadership
of the National Network and John Jay. As part
of a larger effort, each pilot site will assess the
police-community relationship and develop a
detailed site-specific plan that will enhance
procedural justice, reduce bias, and support
reconciliation in communities where trust has
been harmed.

John Jay College was called on to provide
expert advice and testimony to President
Obama’s Task Force on 21st Century Policing,
including expert testimony from President Jer-
emy Travis, Professor Delores Jones-Brown
and Professor David Kennedy.

September 11, 2001 had a profound impact
on the campus and served as a catalyst to
honor the 67 students, faculty and alumni that
lost their lives that day. John Jay established
a variety of initiatives, programs, research
centers, and scholarships including the cre-
ation of the Center on Terrorism to study glob-
al terrorism and the Christian Regenhard Cen-
ter for Emergency Response Studies, named
after a probationary firefighter killed at the
World Trade Center. As one of the leading in-
stitutions in the country in the field of criminal
justice and public safety, John Jay College is
one of the few institutions to offer M.A. stu-
dents a certificate in the critical study of ter-
rorism.
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John Jay College’s commitment to diversity
is shown by the fact that it has the highest
Hispanic enrollment of any four year college in
the northeastern United States, and it has
ranked #1 in the nation in awarding bachelor’s
degrees in protective services, #3 in psy-
chology degrees, and #7 in public administra-
tion. John Jay’s undergraduate, graduate and
doctoral forensic degree programs are tops in
the country. The College’s Master of Public
Administration programs recently received the
Diversity and Social Equity Awards by the Net-
work of Schools of Public Policy, Affairs and
Administration. The nationally-recognized Pro-
gram for Research Initiatives in Science and
Math (PRISM) at John Jay College engages
underrepresented students in careers in
science and math by providing an opportunity
for them to participate in faculty-mentored sci-
entific research in areas like molecular biol-
ogy, toxicology, criminalistics and computer
science, and partake in professional research
conferences while completing their degree.
Since its inception, graduation numbers from
the College’s science majors have tripled, and
the number of students, and especially under-
represented minority students, moving on to
doctoral and medical degrees has grown five-
fold.

John Jay’s faculty personify excellence—
they include Pulitzer Prize winners, Presi-
dential scholars, recipients of prestigious book
awards, presidents of leading professional or-
ganizations and editors of prominent scholarly
journals. They have been recognized by their
peers, and even by the White House, for their
dedication to teaching, research and men-
toring. The College’s students regularly win
prestigious scholarships, including the Mar-
shall Scholarship, internships, including the
White House Internship, and fellowships, in-
cluding Fulbright, JK Watson and the National
Science Foundation Graduate Research Fel-
lowship. They are also accepted to high-profile
graduate and professional schools. Their
alumni number more than 54,000, many of
whom hold leadership roles in public sector
agencies, including the United States Mar-
shals Service, the FBI, the U.S. Postal Inspec-
tion Service, the Equal Employment Oppor-
tunity Commission, the National Parks Serv-
ice, the State Department, Peace Corps, the
United Nations, and private companies in the
U.S. and worldwide.

Affordability is an essential component of
the College’s core mission. At a time when
over 37 million Americans are saddled with
over $1 trillion in student debt, John Jay Col-
lege recently was named one of the top ten
colleges where students graduate with the
least debt. Only 20% of John Jay students
were compelled to borrow money to finance
their college education, less than one third of
the national average. And the vast majority of
John Jay students graduate debt-free—ena-
bling them to become successful in service for
others without having to spend years paying
off their student loans. In fact John Jay Col-
lege was recently ranked #4 in the “Best Bang
for the Buck” in the northeast rankings in
Washington Monthly’s College guide.

John Jay develops fierce advocates for jus-
tice—each committed every day to building a
better democracy. | am proud to represent
John Jay College of Criminal Justice and the
values that it stands for and works for every
day. Congratulations to John Jay College on
this very important day and its 50 year record
of fighting for justice.
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IN RECOGNITION OF REVEREND
JOHN S. TERRY FOR HIS 40TH
ANNIVERSARY OF ORDINATION
INTO THE PRIESTHOOD

HON. MATT CARTWRIGHT

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 30, 2015

Mr. CARTWRIGHT. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to honor Father John S. Terry, who will
be celebrating his 40 years of service to the
Priesthood on Saturday, May 2. Born in
Scranton, Pennsylvania, Father Terry heard
his calling to the priesthood while attending St.
Michael's Grade School and Scranton Pre-
paratory School.

Father Terry began his religious studies at
the University of Scranton. After two years, he
continued his formation at St. Pius X Semi-
nary. He further continued his studies at Our
Lady of Angels Theological Seminary in Al-
bany, NY before transferring to Christ the King
Seminary in Olean, NY. In May 1974, he was
ordained a deacon and assigned to a small
community in Ellicottville, NY. His next assign-
ment was to the Diocese of Buffalo Seminary
at East Aurora, NY. The next year, he was as-
signed to his home Diocese, and he served as
a Deacon to St. Mary’s Church of the Immacu-
late Conception in Wilkes-Barre.

On May 2, 1975, Father Terry was inducted
into the priesthood and assigned to St. Mary’s
Church of the Immaculate Conception. In
1979, Father Terry was appointed Assistant
Pastor at St. Patrick’s, and he was also made
Director of the Catholic Youth Center, where
he still serves today

In 1982, Father Terry was assigned to Holy
Savior Church and St. Christopher's Church,
where he spent eight years. In December of
1990, Father Terry was temporarily stationed
at the Catholic Community in Sugar Notch,
and, in 1992, he was named Pastor of all
three Sugar Notch churches—St. Peter and
Paul, St. Charles Boromeo, and Holy Family.

On July 6, 2004, Father Terry became Pas-
tor of St. Mary’s Church of the Maternity. The
consolidations of St. Joseph’s Church of
Wilkes-Barre Township and Holy Trinity of
Wilkes-Barre with St. Mary’s of the Maternity
formed the new parish of Our Lady of Hope,
where Father Terry serves today as its first
Pastor.

It is an honor to recognize Father John S.
Terry on his 40th Anniversary. | am grateful
for his many stations and years of service to
Wilkes-Barre and the surrounding area. May
he continue to serve his civic community, the
priesthood, and his faith community with con-
tinued, inspirational dedication.

———

CELEBRATING MRS. NELLIE
ESTHER HUNTER’S 97TH BIRTHDAY

HON. JACKIE WALORSKI

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 30, 2015

Mrs. WALORSKI. Mr. Speaker, today | rise
to congratulate a fellow Hoosier who is cele-
brating her 97th birthday, Mrs. Nellie Esther
Hunter. Mrs. Hunter is a truly remarkable
woman who embodies Hoosier values to the
fullest. A native of Argos, Indiana she at-
tended the one-room Santa Ana School
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House. Like many Hoosiers, she worked on
her family’s farm where she learned a strong
work ethic, something she has utilized
throughout her life. She has been blessed with
three children, four grandchildren and one
great grandchild. At the age of 81, she earned
her General Education Development degree
and was awarded “Adult Student of the Year”
by the State of Indiana. A woman deeply com-
mitted to the community around her, she con-
tinued to serve others by working as a tutor at
a local private school until last year and volun-
teered at the local food pantry.

| want to sincerely thank Mrs. Hunter for her
service and recognize her unwavering commit-
ment to her community. It is my honor to offer
my congratulations to Mrs. Hunter on this spe-
cial occasion. | wish her a very happy birthday
and many more years of continued health and
happiness.

———

HONORING THE MICHAEL BAKER
CORPORATION’S 75TH ANNIVER-
SARY

HON. DANIEL LIPINSKI

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 30, 2015

Mr. LIPINSKI. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the Michael Baker Corporation, an engi-
neering firm which is celebrating its 75th Anni-
versary on May 1.

Founded in 1940 in Rochester, Pennsyl-
vania, the firm’s success began with a focus
on surveying and civil engineering. Since that
time, Baker has added a host of differentiated
services including communications, planning,
architecture, and environmental consulting to
assist its clients’ projects. The Michael Baker
Corporation has grown to employ more than
5,000 employees in over 90 offices worldwide.

Baker has a storied history of completing
landmark projects throughout the world. In
1977, Baker engineers designed the New
River Gorge Bridge in West Virginia, at that
time the world’s longest single span steel arch
bridge. Baker’s important projects extend inter-
nationally and include infrastructure improve-
ments in Afghanistan and a 2,600 mile fiber
optic network linking Mexico’s major cities with
the United States.

Baker employees continue to exemplify their
core principles of leadership and the develop-
ment of an employee and client focused com-
pany. All Michael Baker employees, from in-
terns to the Chairman of the Board of Direc-
tors, take time to engage in the communities
they serve.

| also have personal experience with the Mi-
chael Baker Corporation, having worked as a
summer intern on a highway construction
project when | was studying engineering in
college. Lessons from that internship still help
me today as | serve on the Transportation
Committee.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in recognizing the great service that the Mi-
chael Baker Corporation and its employees
have provided for 75 years. May their dedica-
tion and work ethic serve as an example to all.
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HONORING MR. STEVE ANDERSON
FOR RECEIVING NATO’S SCI-
ENTIFIC ACHIEVEMENT AWARD

HON. ROBERT J. WITTMAN

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 30, 2015

Mr. WITTMAN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
offer Mr. Steve Anderson my sincere con-
gratulations on being named a recipient of the
2014 NATO Science and Technology Organi-
zation’s (STO) Scientific Achievement Award
for his outstanding contributions in the realm
of defense data farming methodologies. This
award is NATO’s highest honor for those in
the defense and science technology industry.
There is no question that the contributions
from him and the MSG-088 task group to
NATO’s humanitarian assistance and disaster
relief will continue for years to come.

Mr. Anderson is a fine example to his fellow
citizens of dedication, selflessness, and com-
mitment to the common good around the
world. | thank him for his devotion to NATO
preparedness, and | commend him on this
special occasion. Again, congratulations on
this much deserved award.

————

HONORING THE LIFE OF RICHARD
CHOI BERTSCH

HON. MICHAEL M. HONDA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 30, 2015

Mr. HONDA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the life of Richard Choi Bertsch, who
passed away unexpectedly last weekend at
the age of 56.

Richard was an integral member and leader
in the Korean American community. His busi-
ness acumen matched the respect he gar-
nered from his peers. He dedicated much of
his life to important causes, especially the fer-
vent fight on behalf of the so-called “comfort
women”—women who were sexually enslaved
by the Japanese Imperial Army during the
World War II.

Born on August 9, 1958, to his parents,
Kenneth and Kyung Bertsch, Richard attended
elementary school in Seoul, South Korea. In
1973, he came to the U.S. with his family,
where he grew up in Southern California. A
graduate of the University of California, Irvine,
he started multiple electronics business.

He found his true passion as a civic leader,
and he was exceptionally skilled in connecting
people of diverse backgrounds and commu-
nities. Richard founded the Korean American
Democratic Committee and helped found the
Korean American Coalition, serving as chair-
man of its Orange County chapter.

Richard was a selfless individual who cared
passionately about justice and the civic spirit.
To put it simply, he left a deep and lasting im-
pact on his family and his many friends from
all walks of life. When a 2004 South Korean
book blamed Jews for the attacks of Sep-
tember 11, 2001, Richard joined with Rabbi
Abraham Cooper to fight its publication. Also,
in 2008, when police killed a young artist,
Richard led the Korean American Advisory
Commission to bring the case before federal
authorities for a civil-rights violation review.
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Just last month, when Los Angeles Times
asked about his hopes for the future in Wash-
ington, he said, if “The two parties sincerely
work[ed] together for the betterment of our
country, rather than constantly [being] locked
in ideological gridlock . . . it would give some
hope to people that politics does matter.”
Each of us in this hallowed chamber should
take these words to heart.

My heart was broken when | learned of
Richard’s untimely passing. Yet, | believe it is
safe to assume, Richard continues to task
each of us to continue our service and dedica-
tion to the betterment of our community, and
this nation.

Richard is survived by his wife Yang-Uk
Kim, his sons Sunny and Sunoo, and his
daughter Summer. Richard’s family, friends,
and | will miss him greatly.

Mr. Speaker, it is with a heavy heart, | rec-
ognize and remember the life of Richard Choi
Bertsch—a man whom | am honored to have
called a dear friend.

RECOGNIZING DR. KAREN STOUT

HON. PATRICK MEEHAN

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 30, 2015

Mr. MEEHAN. Mr. Speaker, | rise to recog-
nize Dr. Karen Stout for her outstanding dedi-
cation as President of Montgomery County
Community College.

Dr. Stout is moving on after fourteen years
of service as President. Her tenure has
brought the college success and expansion at
a time of remarkable transformation in higher
education. Under her leadership, the college
has been an example of management and vi-
sion for community colleges in Pennsylvania.

Her initiatives have reshaped the college’s
campus, forged new and important partner-
ships in the Montgomery County community,
and given students access to programs that
will teach them the skills they need for the
jobs of the future. Dr. Stout is a visionary not
only in her work with students and the com-
munity, but also because of the particular em-
phasis she has had on creating opportunity for
our veterans. Her leadership will certainly be
missed, but she has left the college strong
and poised for continued prosperity in the fu-
ture.

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the 7th district of
Pennsylvania, | want to thank Dr. Stout for all
she has done to educate countless students
and | look forward to working with her again
in her future endeavors.

————

RECOGNIZING THE EFFORTS OF
THE NAMI OF SYRACUSE

HON. JOHN KATKO

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 30, 2015

Mr. KATKO. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the service of the National Alliance
on Mental lliness (NAMI) of Syracuse to the
24th District. Since 1981, NAMI of Syracuse
has worked to improve the lives of countless
families in Central New York who have rel-
atives suffering from mental iliness.
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NAMI of Syracuse is a leader in the Central
New York effort to expand awareness of and
dialogue on children’s mental health care. Due
to the organization’s programs that aim to im-
prove children mental illness early identifica-
tion, outreach, and family education, NAMI of
Syracuse is being honored by NAMI of New
York State at the What's Great in Our State—
A Celebration of Children’s Mental Health
Awareness event.

| have personally pledged to increase ac-
cessibility to children’s mental health re-
sources in Central New York. | am proud to
recognize NAMI of Syracuse for their work on
this issue and the tremendous service they
are providing to the communities of the 24th
District.

———

CELEBRATING THE LIFE OF
JANINE FOSTER WOODY

HON. KENNY MARCHANT

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 30, 2015

Mr. MARCHANT. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to celebrate the accomplished and honorable
life of my good friend, Janine Foster Woody.
Sadly, Janine has recently passed away and
is mourned by many.

Janine was one of the most dedicated and
warm hearted people | was fortunate enough
to know for many years. Her endless resume
of involvement with local schools and the com-
munity are difficult to portray in words. She
devoted much of her time to education and
helping students and community members
alike. It was an honor and a privilege to have
known her.

As a member of the Dallas County School
Board, and chair of the Technology Com-
mittee, she worked with various Independent
School District (ISD) boards and superintend-
ents to better technological services provided
to the ISDs. Janine was also elected to the
Texas Association of School Boards’ Legisla-
tive Advisory Committee and the North Texas
Council of Governments. Her hard work and
generosity reached far and wide in North
Texas.

Janine’s involvement in Christ United Meth-
odist Church also brought her great joy; she
dedicated valuable time and energy to teach-
ing and volunteering in the church for many
years. Her other activities included chamber of
commerce Education Committees, Farmers
Branch Women’s Club, Garland Asian Amer-
ican Festival Committee, Richardson Commu-
nity Band, and several public service posts,
along with many others. Janine was a great
role model and someone you would want
members of the community looking up to.

Janine received a B.A. in History and
English from Northwestern University as well
as a Master of Library and Information
Science degree from the University of North
Texas. A thesis she wrote on ethnic bibliog-
raphies was published in the Wilson Library
Journal.

As a precinct chairwoman, and Head-
quarters Chairwoman of the Dallas County
Republican Party, she worked hard in keeping
people involved and informed on many issues.
She organized and maintained events, started
clubs, and generally performed above and be-
yond her civic duties. Janine’s work ethic and
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ability to keep people involved in the commu-
nity will be greatly missed.

Mr. Speaker, it is an honor to recognize and
celebrate the eventful and prosperous life of
Janine Foster Woody. | ask all of my distin-
guished colleagues to join me.

————————

HONORING THE 75TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE KILGORE COLLEGE
RANGERETTES

HON. LOUIE GOHMERT

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 30, 2015

Mr. GOHMERT. Mr. Speaker, the First Dis-
trict of Texas has been blessed as the birth-
place of many remarkable individuals who
have made notable contributions that have en-
riched lives well beyond the borders of Texas.
One such example was born from a rather
simple concept, yet grew into a worldwide
movement. It is a great pleasure to stand in
honor of the world famous collegiate drill
team, the Kilgore College Rangerettes, as
they celebrate their 75th anniversary this year.

The Rangerettes have long been considered
the personification of talent and precision, the
standard of excellence which has sparked an
estimated $8 billion industry and created more
than fifty-thousand permanent jobs in the
United States, according to one famed econo-
mist. The Rangerettes have inspired similar
all-female dance drill teams, with an estimated
15,000 high school students and some 1,000
college students across the state of Texas tak-
ing part each year; while approximately 75,000
high school drill team members across the na-
tion participate annually. The Rangerettes
have been the impetus behind this major in-
dustry which has influenced lives and careers
around the world.

The precision dance team concept began in
1939, and came to fruition led by the incom-
parably talented Miss Gussie Nell Davis with
their first halftime performance on September
15, 1940. The Rangerettes were originally in-
tended to promote diversity among the student
body at Kilgore College while also encour-
aging football fans to stay in their seats during
halftime; but while effectively accomplishing
these tasks, they also introduced something
astoundingly innovative to the field of sports
entertainment. This group of talented young
women set into motion a revolutionary model
for all future choreographed dance teams.
Technical skill and absolute choreographed
perfection, along with the incomparable high
kick routines, characterized the Rangerettes’
routines at their inception, and those words
can still be used today to describe the capti-
vating performances of these young women.

The world renowned Rangerettes have
toured the United States multiple times, per-
forming for U.S. Presidential inaugurations,
professional sports venues, nationally tele-
vised parades, collegiate bowl games, and
even Indy 500 race events. They have been
featured on television, in films, and in widely
circulated magazines and newspapers. In ad-
dition to the notoriety they have experienced
here in the United States, the Rangerettes
have headlined several international tours
which have allowed them to perform for mas-
sive numbers of enthusiastic fans on four con-
tinents and in countless cities worldwide.
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The commitment to preserving the legacy
and rich heritage of the young women who
have achieved the honor of being named a
“Rangerette” does not end upon graduation,
but is demonstrated through the continuing ef-
forts of their Rangerettes Forever alumni orga-
nization. Rangerettes now and forever have
enjoyed an accomplished and vibrant history
of group performances and individual achieve-
ment, while bringing visibility and prestige to
Kilgore College, east Texas and the State of
Texas.

It is a distinct privilege to honor this remark-
able organization today since they have been
so hard-working, motivational, & inspirational.
Please join me in recognizing and congratu-
lating the Kilgore College Rangerettes on their
75th anniversary, a milestone now recorded in
this CONGRESSIONAL RECORD which will endure
as long as there is a United States of Amer-
ica.

HONORING DOT PONDER

HON. JIM COOPER

OF TENNESSEE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 30, 2015

Mr. COOPER. Mr. Speaker, today | rise to
salute Mrs. Dot Ponder, a devoted Nashvillian
and this year's Girl Scouts of Middle Ten-
nessee honoree. | also have the great privi-
lege of calling Dot my friend.

For more than thirty years, Dot devoted her-
self to the Girl Scouts. She registered with ten
troops and served hundreds of girls as troop
leader, instructor and camp director.

From sharing her love of the outdoors to
teaching financial literacy, Dot’s energy is end-
less. But her contributions didnt end when
troop meetings were over. She taught civic re-
sponsibility and, through her example, she en-
couraged Girl Scouts to actively engage in
their communities. She inspired girls to pursue
the highest accolades in Girl Scouting, includ-
ing the Gold and Silver Awards.

It is an honor to commend Dot Ponder for
her contributions to the advancement of girls
in our community through her tenure of de-
voted and humble service to the Girl Scouts of
Middle Tennessee.

HONORING EVELYN COLLINS

HON. C.A. DUTCH RUPPERSBERGER

OF MARYLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 30, 2015

Mr. RUPPERSBERGER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
before you today to honor the 33-year career
of Evelyn Collins, who is retiring this week as
a budget analyst for the United States Army
Military District of Washington and Joint Force
Headquarters-National Capital Region located
on the historic Fort Leslie J. McNair in Wash-
ington, DC.

A native of Dothan, Alabama, Ms. Collins
graduated from George Washington Carver
High School in 1965. One year later, she
joined the Army family as a military spouse.
Ms. Collins began her career by working as a
cashier and later became a teacher’s aide.
She attended Burlington County College in
Pemberton, New Jersey, where she earned
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her accounting certificate. She then began
working extensively in the Department of De-
fense budget career field, culminating her ca-
reer as a budget analyst for the Army since
2010.

Ms. Collins’ service to our nation as both a
military spouse and civil service employee has
spanned the country: she has traveled,
worked and lived in Fort Ord, California, Fort
Wainwright, Alaska, Fort Leonard Wood, Mis-
souri, Fort Dix, New Jersey, Fort Gilliam,
Georgia, and served two assignments with
Defense Finance and Accounting Services in
Orlando, Florida, and Fort Meade, Maryland.

Ms. Collins is the well-deserved recipient of
numerous superior performance awards, in-
centive awards, certificates of appreciation
and certificates of achievement. She has
earned the Outstanding Financial Support
Award, Peer Award and two commander's
awards for her untiring work supporting the re-
lief efforts with Hurricane Katrina as well as
her subject matter expertise in the Bradley
Manning court martial that drew worldwide
media attention.

Throughout her career, Ms. Collins has al-
ways upheld the highest standards of integrity
and professional conduct. Her colleagues
have described her as a “trusted professional
who took care of Soldiers, Army Families and
Army Civilians.”

Mr. Speaker, | ask that you join with me
today to honor and thank Ms. Evelyn Collins
as well as her two sons, Calvin and Adrian, for
their unwavering support of our country. The
sheer longevity of her career is indicative of
her strength of character and her dedication to
the United States. She has been an invaluable
Army employee that will be difficult to replace.
| wish her many more years of happiness and
success in her retirement.

——————

ENERGY AND WATER DEVELOP-
MENT AND RELATED AGENCIES
APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2016

SPEECH OF

HON. STEPHEN F. LYNCH

OF MASSACHUSETTS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 29, 2015

The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the state of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 2028) making ap-
propriations for energy and water develop-
ment and related agencies for the fiscal year
ending September 30, 2016, and for other pur-
poses:

Mr. LYNCH. Mr. Chair, | rise in strong sup-
port and as a cosponsor of the Huizenga-
Hahn Amendment to increase funding in the
2016 Energy and Water Development Appro-
priations Bill for the U.S. Army Corps of Engi-
neers Operations and Maintenance Account
by $36,306,000. This modest increase, offset
by reducing funding for the Department of En-
ergy, Departmental Administration, by $36.7
million, will benefit Harbor Maintenance Trust
Fund related projects.

| have the good fortune to represent the city
of Boston and its Port. Like many ports in this
country, the port of Boston is vital to the local
and regional economies, generating $2.4 bil-
lion in economic benefits annually and sup-
porting 34,000 jobs.

In fact, every one of our 50 states relies on
seaports for imports and exports, totaling
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some $3.8 billion worth of goods moving
through U.S. seaports each day, supporting
more than 13 million jobs across the country.

The Harbor Maintenance Trust Fund was
created in 1986 to ensure that we could main-
tain and expand our ports and harbors in
order to facilitate commerce and drive our
economy. For too long Congress has engaged
in budgetary shell games, starving the fund
and hampering our ability to undertake dredg-
ing projects critical to maintaining this vital in-
frastructure.

The Water Resources Reform and Develop-
ment Act of 2013, which the House passed
overwhelmingly last year by a vote of 412—4,
moved to rectify this situation by setting incre-
mental target expenditures from the Harbor
Maintenance Trust Fund that reaches 80% in
2020.

Mr. Chair, our amendment is simply in line
with the amount overwhelmingly supported by
my colleagues, increasing from $1.178 billion
to $1.25 billion the amount allocated from the
Harbor Maintenance Trust Fund, in order to
support the critical needs of our nation’s ports.
The balance in the Harbor Maintenance Trust
Fund at the beginning of fiscal 2016 will be
approximately $8.9 billion. The money is there.
With the re-opening of the Panama Canal slat-
ed for next year we need to re-double our ef-
forts to make certain that U.S. ports are pre-
pared for increased commercial opportunities
and will remain competitive.

All of our constituents benefit from the suc-
cess of U.S. ports. It is time that we provide
the resources to ensure that success. | urge
my colleagues to support this amendment.

RECOGNIZING THE ACHIEVEMENTS
OF TORKLIFT CENTRAL

HON. ADAM SMITH

OF WASHINGTON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 30, 2015

Mr. SMITH of Washington. Mr. Speaker, |
rise to honor and recognize Torklift Central
from Kent, Washington, for their dedication to
the community as demonstrated through their
annual Turkey Challenge.

In 2011, with the economy in the depths of
the recession and many families struggling as
a result, the Kent Food Bank unexpectedly
lost the majority of its funding with the holiday
season just around the corner. This left many
households in the area scrambling to find
ways to feed their families. Fortunately, Torklift
Central—a family-owned company based in
Kent—stepped up to meet the needs of the
community by forming the Turkey Challenge.
The Challenge, which is heading into its fifth
year this winter, pits local businesses against
each other in a friendly competition to see
who can collect the greatest amount of
canned food items and cash donations for the
food bank. One hundred percent of the pro-
ceeds go to providing Thanksgiving meals for
residents and families who visit the Kent food
bank during the holiday.

Every year, donations for the Turkey Chal-
lenge have grown in both the number of cans
and monetary donations received. The goal for
2014 was 4,000 pounds of food and $17,000,
an ambitious goal that would have nearly dou-
bled what they collected in the previous year.
Participating companies far exceeded those
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goals, bringing in 10,820 pounds of canned
food and $22,418 in donations. Altogether, the
Turkey Challenge has raised $56,560 and col-
lected 16,804 pounds of food.

Without the continued dedication of Torklift
Central to the Kent Food Bank, many families
in our community would go without a Thanks-
giving meal and food throughout the year. No
longer does the food bank have to turn away
families on this special day and at other times
during the year due to lack of supplies. Be-
cause of Torklift Central’s outstanding initiative
and contributions, the community can give
less fortunate families a memorable Thanks-
giving.

Mr. Speaker, it is with great honor that | rec-
ognize Torklift Central. Their service to our
community is an inspiration to all organizations
across the State of Washington.

——————

CELEBRATING THE RETIREMENT
OF SONNY DIXON

HON. EARL L. “BUDDY” CARTER

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 30, 2015

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize Mr. Sonny Dixon for his
hard work and dedication throughout his
broadcast career and public service.

Mr. Dixon is a proud Savannah native, who
has readily volunteered to help out in and
around his community for decades, serving on
numerous boards, including various Chamber
of Commerce boards, the United Way of the
Coastal Empire, American Cancer Society,
Savannah Technical College, Boy Scouts of
the Coastal Empire, and many more. Mr.
Dixon was twice elected to serve on the Gar-
den City Council before moving on to the
Georgia General Assembly. Continuing his
public service, Mr. Dixon was elected to five
terms in the Georgia House of Representa-
tives, where he served on the key committees
of Appropriations, Rules, Transportation, and
Interstate Cooperation, on which he served as
vice-chairman. Mr. Dixon later retired from
elected office in 1997.

After 18 years on the anchor desk at
WTOC, Mr. Dixon is set to retire on May 31,
2015. Mr. Dixon has been a fixture on the Sa-
vannah broadcasting landscape for decades
covering various issues. He has garnered na-
tional attention through his appearances on
CBS Evening News, the CBS Early Show,
CNN, and the Montel Williams Show. Mr.
Dixon has also been featured in Newsweek
magazine and in other major newspapers. Mr.
Dixon has claimed many awards and achieve-
ments, including the Edward R. Murrow
Award, Georgia Associated Press Award for
Best Documentary and Georgia’s Best TV An-
chor by the Associated Press. He has also re-
ceived an Emmy for Best Anchor which distin-
guishes him amongst both large and small tel-
evision markets.

Mr. Speaker, | am honored to join his col-
leagues, family and many friends in cele-
brating Mr. Sonny Dixon. He will always be re-
spected for his civic service in assisting and
informing our community and the State of
Georgia.
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HONORING THE 416TH/412TH THEA-
TER ENGINEER COMMANDS AND
ENGINEER COMMANDS ASSOCIA-
TION MEMORIAL WALL DEDICA-
TION

HON. BILL FOSTER

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 30, 2015

Mr. FOSTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the opening of a new memorial wall
dedicated by the 416th/412th Theater Engi-
neer Commands along with the Engineer
Commands Association in honor of members
of the armed forces who have paid the ulti-
mate price in service to our country.

The memorial, located at the Parkhurst
United States Army Reserve Center in Darien,
lllinois, features pictures of the brave service
members who laid down their lives for their
country. The 416th/412th Theater Engineer
Commands and the Engineer Commands As-
sociation worked countless hours planning,
designing, and fundraising for the memorial
which will stand in testament to sacrifices
made by their fellow soldiers.

| would like to thank the 416th/412th The-
ater Engineer Commands and Engineer Com-
mands Association for honoring our fallen he-
roes with this memorial wall.

—————

HONORING PHYLLIS MITZEN WITH
THE NATIONAL LIFETIME
ACHIEVEMENT AWARD FROM
THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF
SOCIAL WORKERS

HON. JANICE D. SCHAKOWSKY

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 30, 2015

Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to congratulate my dear friend Phyllis
Mitzen on her well-deserved recognition from
the National Association of Social Workers.
Tonight, Phyllis will be presented with their
prestigious 2014 National Lifetime Achieve-
ment award. This is a fitting accolade as she
has devoted most of her adult life to the social
work profession and to improving the care and
lives of older Americans.

Phyllis is the co-director of the Center for
Long-Term Care Reform in Chicago. She is
known and respected as a leader in geronto-
logical social work, has authored books and
scholarly papers in the field, and was integral
in reforming long-term care in lllinois by help-
ing to craft trailblazing reform legislation. In
addition, she serves on a number of statewide
advisory boards and commissions. She has
also influenced and inspired many as the co-
ordinator of the Older Adult Studies Program
at the University of Chicago’s School of Social
Service Administration.

Before her work at the Center for Long-
Term Care Reform, Phyllis spent close to 25
years helping to establish the Council for Jew-
ish Elderly’s important presence in our com-
munity, first as Director of Home and Commu-
nity Based Services and ultimately as Director
of Government Affairs. Under Phyllis’ leader-
ship, CJE Senior Life expanded programming
to offer a myriad of services, from evaluating
the evolving needs of seniors to adult day pro-
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grams and other supportive services which
allow individuals to remain in their home and
community with dignity. It is critical that such
comprehensive and supportive programs are
available in our area, and CJE Senior Life
gives seniors appropriate services through
professional care. It is a testament to Phyllis’
amazing contributions to seniors and their
families.

Phyllis has served as a mentor and friend to
many. | join with them in applauding her
steadfast commitment to fighting for the dignity
and care of older Americans and in thanking
her for her decades of work in our community.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF MAUREEN
MARINELLI

HON. WILLIAM R. KEATING

OF MASSACHUSETTS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 30, 2015

Mr. KEATING. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Maureen Marinelli, a thirty-two year
veteran letter carrier for the United States
Postal Service and the former president of the
Massachusetts State Letter Carriers Associa-
tion. As someone who served as a letter car-
rier in the past, | applaud her dedicated serv-
ice to the Commonwealth of Massachusetts.

Ms. Marinell’'s career as a letter carrier
began in 1983. Almost immediately, it was
clear Maureen Marinelli was an exemplary
leader among the Massachusetts Letter Car-
riers, and her peers took notice. Maureen
worked tirelessly to help letter carriers across
the Commonwealth of Massachusetts. She
spent her career working at the grassroots
level, representing and advocating for her fel-
low letter carriers at the state and local level.
She did this while remaining a loyal letter car-
rier. Because of her day to day drive to listen
to local letter carriers, she understood the fun-
damental needs of the men and women we
rely on to get our mail.

After twenty years of distinguished service
as a letter carrier, her peers elected her the
president of the Massachusetts State Letter
Carriers Association in 2004 and then again in
2011. During both terms in office, Maureen
worked with labor groups across Massachu-
setts in order to better serve her letter carriers.
Because of her hard work, she improved the
lives of men and women across the Common-
wealth by ensuring that our mail was delivered
on time and with a smile.

Mr. Speaker, | am proud to honor Maureen
Marinelli on this remarkable occasion. | ask
that my colleagues join me in wishing her a
wonderful retirement and many years of happi-
ness, as well as in thanking her for working
tirelessly as an advocate for letter carriers
across the Commonwealth of Massachusetts.

RECOGNIZING RAINIER BEACH
HIGH SCHOOL

HON. ADAM SMITH
OF WASHINGTON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, April 30, 2015
Mr. SMITH of Washington. Mr. Speaker, |

rise to honor Rainier Beach High School in
Seattle, Washington for increasing its gradua-
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tion rate by 25 percent since 2011. Located in
the southeastern region of Seattle along the
shores of Lake Washington, Rainier Beach
High School first opened its doors in 1960,
and is currently home to about 400 students
from the 9th Congressional District.

In previous years, Rainier Beach suffered
low enrollment and graduation numbers, as
well as high dropout rates. This suddenly
changed two years ago when parents, staff,
and community members of the Rainier Beach
neighborhood pushed for an investment in an
International Baccalaureate (IB) advanced
learning program. This investment was made
to improve the educational outcomes for all
students at Rainier Beach. IB is a proven aca-
demic curriculum for 11th and 12th grade stu-
dents across the nation that challenges young
adults and prepares them for higher edu-
cation. Students who have successfully com-
pleted IB classes have the opportunity to earn
an IB diploma, making them more academi-
cally competitive in the college application
process.

Since the implementation of this program,
Rainier Beach High School has witnessed tre-
mendous improvements in the academic suc-
cess of their students. Graduation rates have
risen substantially in recent years, with 79 per-
cent of seniors graduating with high school di-
plomas this past spring. Moreover, Rainier
Beach continues to exceed the Seattle School
District's average graduation rate of 74 per-
cent.

Mr. Speaker, it is with great pleasure that |
congratulate Rainier Beach High School on
this academic achievement. | am extremely
proud of Rainier Beach for valuing education
and promoting growth. Their success story
sets the bar very high for schools around the
country.

2015 14TH CONGRESSIONAL
DISTRICT ART COMPETITION

HON. MICHAEL F. DOYLE

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 30, 2015

Mr. MICHAEL F. DOYLE of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, | rise today to recognize the ar-
tistic ability of a young man from my Congres-
sional District, Andrew Lowery from the Pitts-
burgh Creative and Performing Arts School.
Mr. Lowery is the winner of the 2015 14th
Congressional District of Pennsylvania’s High
School Art Competition, “An Artistic Dis-
covery.” Mr. Lowery’s artwork, a self-portrait in
graphite, was selected from a number of out-
standing entries to this year's competition.

In fact, 63 works from 15 different schools
in Pennsylvania’s 14th Congressional District
were submitted to our panel of respected local
artists. It's a real tribute to Mr. Lowery’s skill
and vision that his work was chosen as the
winner of this year's competition.

Mr. Lowery’s artwork will represent the 14th
Congressional District of Pennsylvania in the
national exhibit of high school students’ art-
work that will be displayed in the United
States Capitol over the coming year. | encour-
age my colleagues as well as any visitor to
Capitol Hill to view Mr. Lowery’s artwork,
along with the winning entries from the high
school art contests held in other Congres-
sional Districts, which will be on display in the




E630

Capitol tunnel. It is amazing to walk through
this corridor and see the interpretation of life
through the eyes of these young artists from
all across our country.

Cassandra Finnegan from Springdale High
School was awarded second place for her wa-
tercolor and pen composition “The Early Bird.”
Miranda Miller from Woodland Hills High
School received third place for her acrylic on
board painting entitled “Corner of Hanover
and Church.” Faiza Amir from Woodland Hills
High School was awarded fourth place for her
acrylic painting on canvas entitled “Flat Out
Majestic,” and Jared Bollman from Northgate
High School received the fifth place award for
his untitled chalk pastel composition.

In addition, Honorable Mention Awards were
presented to works by Shannon Nelis from
East Allegheny High School, Andrew Beninate
and Katie McGregor from Montour High
School, Spencer Condon from the Pittsburgh
Creative and Performing Arts School Jimmy
Niu from the Pittsburgh Science and Tech-
nology Academy, Shannon Kelly from River-
view High School, Brandon Konkiel and Nat-
alie Walker from Sto-Rox High School, and
Isis Duncan of Woodland Hills High School.

| would like to recognize all of the partici-
pants in this year’'s 14th Congressional District
High School Art Competition, “An Artistic Dis-
covery:” from Carrick High School, Kiera
Manus; from East Allegheny High School,
Adrienne Delisi, Katlin McArdle, Shannon
Nelis, and Abigail Petrocelli; from Montour
High School, Andrew Beninate, Grady Butler,
Joanne Fowkes, Erin McCleary, Katie
McGregor, and Olivia Trevenen; from
Northgate High School, Jared Bollman and
Jesron Hall; from Penn Hills High School,
Racine James, Anna Lintelman, Areanna Rus-
sell, and Sarah Wheeler; from the Pittsburgh
Creative and Performing Arts School, Spencer
Condon, Andrew Lowery, Gigi Varlotta, and
Rosalea Williams; from Pittsburgh Science &
Technology Academy, Jimmy Niu; from Pitts-
burgh  Westinghouse  School, Margaret
Ahmad-Revis, Christion Malloy, Layla Miller,
William Penn, and Alanna Young; from River-
view High School, Shannon Kelly, Kylie
Mericle, and Kelly O’Donnell; from Serra
Catholic High School, Tyler J. Gedman, Kalin
Greene, Victoria Hart, Jen Pricener, Erin
Thomas, and Rachel Vidil; from South Alle-
gheny High School, Matthew Dougher, Noah
Elder, Adriann Frantish, Tywan Igles, Nicolette
Ruhl, and Lesley Taylor; from Springdale High
School, Cassandra Finnegan, Zachary
Lamperski, Maria Lucas, Marisa Stover, Emily
Thomm, and Milana Yaksich; from Sto-Rox
High School, Brian Berry, Tieka Berry, Bran-
don Konkiel, Alanna Molter, Katelyn Parker,
and Natalie Walker; from Wilson Christian
Academy, Nicole Bonomo and Haley Peretic;
from Woodland Hills High School, Faiza Amir,
Isis Duncan, Miranda Miller, Rayven Smith,
and Tonee Turner.

| would like to thank these impressive young
artists for allowing us to share and celebrate
their talents, imagination, and creativity. The
efforts of these students in expressing them-
selves in a powerful and positive manner are
no less than spectacular.

| hope that all of these individuals continue
to utilize their artistic talents, and | wish them
all the best of luck in their future endeavors.
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A TRIBUTE TO THE ROTARY CLUB
OF COUNCIL BLUFFS, IOWA

HON. DAVID YOUNG

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 30, 2015

Mr. YOUNG of lowa. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize the 100th anniversary of
the Rotary Club of Council Bluffs, lowa. The
Club was chartered by Rotary International on
April 1, 1915. The members of this Club ex-
emplify the Rotary Motto: “Service Above Self
and One Profits Most Who Serves Best.” The
Club Members convey this philosophy of un-
selfish volunteer service at every opportunity.

In 1913, a young Council Bluffs business-
man, while on a business trip to New York
City, came upon a Rotary International con-
vention and asked, “What is Rotary?” He was
told, “It is an organization for the prevention of
what is harmful to business and society; and
the promotion of that which is helpful.” That
same spirit is alive and well within the Rotary
Club of Council Bluffs today. The Club mem-
bers actively participate in community activi-
ties, promote a college scholarship fund, hold
an annual food drive, sponsor a 5th grade ca-
reer fair, and hold fundraisers throughout the
year to support their activities. This Club is a
reflection of the mission of Rotary Inter-
national, “to promote service to others, pro-
mote integrity, and advance world under-
standing, goodwill, and peace through its fel-
lowship of business, professional, and commu-
nity leaders.”

The Rotary Club of Council Bluffs has made
a difference in serving the Council Bluffs com-
munity. The members of the past 100 years
have been dedicated to helping and serving
others and it is a great honor to recognize
them today. | know my colleagues in the
House join me in honoring their accomplish-
ments. | thank them for their service and wish
them all the very best moving forward.

HONORING MARK DIEL
HON. MIKE THOMPSON

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 30, 2015

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker,
| rise today to recognize Mark Diel as he de-
parts the Children’s Health Initiative in Napa
County. As the founding Executive Director of
this vital organization, Mr. Diel shepherded its
growth and greatly increased access to
healthcare among the less fortunate in our
community.

During his time as the head of the initiative,
Mr. Diel enrolled 16,000 children and their
families in Napa in comprehensive affordable
health insurance and put into place systems
which ensured that over ninety-nine percent of
its clients received all the healthcare services
they needed. Eighty-seven percent of the Ini-
tiative’s clients also retain their coverage each
year, a rate that is far higher than the state
average.

Mr. Diel's dedication to ensuring children
and low-income communities have the quality
healthcare has been a lifelong passion. In ad-
dition to heading the Children’s Health Initia-
tive, he has served as a WIC manager in Yolo
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County and as Director at QueensCare. While
at QueensCare, he built relationships with
inner-city schools and families that led to valu-
able mobile medical, dental, and optometric
clinics throughout their geographic region,
serving more than 60,000 Los Angeles chil-
dren and factory workers annually. He also
founded Promotores Comunitarios, a leader-
ship training program that fosters leadership
through training and deploying of community
health promoters.

Mark was born and lives in Davis, CA, with
his wife, Tara, and their two children. Through-
out his career, Mark has always been a bold
advocate for vulnerable groups, a professional
risk taker, and an outstanding community
leader.

Mr. Speaker, it is fitting and proper that we
honor Mark Diel at this time. He has worked
tirelessly to connect underserved communities,
children, and others to quality healthcare serv-
ices, and as a leader in Napa County his work
has made our community stronger and
healthier.

HONORING GIVE SOMETHING BACK
FOUNDATION

HON. BILL FOSTER

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 30, 2015

Mr. FOSTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Bob Carr and the Give Something
Back Foundation.

In 2003, Lockport, lllinois resident Bob Carr
founded the Give Something Back Foundation
to give well performing but underprivileged
high school students a chance to receive a
college education by providing scholarship and
mentorship opportunities.

The Give Something Back Foundation’s
scholarship program is currently supporting
190 students, and has helped many more who
would not have been able to afford a college
education. The foundation offers full scholar-
ships to students from 21 high schools
throughout Will County and partners with local
universities to ensure that students receive
mentors to help them during their college ca-
reer.

| would like to thank Bob Carr and the Give
Something Back Foundation for their contin-
ued dedication to improving lives and building
futures for young people in our community.

————

RECOGNIZING JANIE SACCO, RE-
CIPIENT OF THE WASHINGTON
STATE VETERAN SMALL BUSI-
NESS ADVOCATE AWARD

HON. ADAM SMITH

OF WASHINGTON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 30, 2015

Mr. SMITH of Washington. Mr. Speaker, |
rise to honor and congratulate Ms. Janie
Sacco, Vice President and SBA Loan Officer
at Kitsap Bank, on receiving the 2015 Wash-
ington State Veteran Small Business Advocate
Award from the SBA.

For years, Janie’s main focus has been as-
sisting military veterans with business loans,
with a special focus on women, minority, vet-
eran-owned small businesses and non-profits.
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Janie works tirelessly to discover qualifying
veteran-owned businesses to receive a certifi-
cation as a veteran-owned business by the
Washington State Department of Veteran Af-
fairs (WDVA). These certifications allow busi-
nesses to apply for SBA loans and benefit
from the additional assistance that veterans
deserve. Janie’s dedication has resulted in
many local businesses qualifying for SBA as-
sistance, which has helped to spur economic
growth in the region.

In addition to her work at Kitsap Bank, Janie
also works with the SBA’s SCORE and VBOC
programs, providing classes on financial edu-
cation, as well as with the SBA’s Boots-to-
Business program. During her spare time, she
volunteers by providing her expertise and
services in the South Sound region in order to
strengthen veteran-owned businesses and
their finances. Janie has demonstrated—
through her career and volunteer service—her
dedication to veterans and veteran-owned
businesses. Our community and regional
economy have benefited greatly as a result
and | am proud to call her a constituent.

Mr. Speaker, it is with great pleasure that |
recognize and congratulate Janie Sacco on re-
ceiving the 2015 Washington State Veteran
Small Business Advocate Award from the
Small Business Association.

——————

HONORING MR. JOHN RABUN
HON. EARL L. “BUDDY” CARTER

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 30, 2015

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize Mr. John Rabun for his ab-
solute passion for child safety and his many
years of service to the National Center for
Missing and Exploited Children.

A graduate of Savannah High School, Mr.
Rabun continued his education at Armstrong
State University and earned his master's in
social work from Mercer University. Following
his degree, Mr. Rabun began his career in
legal work for the ACLU of Kentucky where he
helped “deinstitutionalize” children after their
time in public homes for non-criminal activity
and later worked as a chief probation officer
for a county juvenile justice system. In 1980,
Mr. Rabun and one of his colleagues formed
a local exploited child unit, uniting social work-
ers with police force during a season of high-
profile cases of missing children.

Mr. Rabun wrote about the need for a clear-
inghouse operation for missing and exploited
children for the U.S. Department of Justice,
and in 1984 wrote a grant that would become
the National Center for Missing and Exploited
Children. Mr. Rabun ran the center's oper-
ations, built up the staff and trained tens of
thousands internationally on preventing abduc-
tion, all while continuing to rescue children. He
served as the communication link between
many government units and helped to reach
the public through billboards and news media
sources. After nearly 30 years as the execu-
tive vice president of the National Center for
Missing and Exploited Children, Mr. Rabun
now works part-time for the Alexandria, Vir-
ginia, office from his home on Tybee Island.

Mr. Speaker, it is with great pride that | rise
today to honor Mr. John Rabun for his work
that led to the rescue of 80,000 children. | am
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honored to join his colleagues, family and
friends in celebrating many years of dedication
to the safety of our children.

———

OUR UNCONSCIONABLE NATIONAL
DEBT

HON. MIKE COFFMAN

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 30, 2015

Mr. COFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, on January
20, 2009, the day President Obama took of-
fice, the national debt was
$10,626,877,048,913.08.

Today, it is $18,151,898,676,069.23. We've
added $7,525,021,627,456.15 to our debt in 6
years. This is over $7.5 trillion in debt our na-
tion, our economy, and our children could
have avoided with a balanced budget amend-
ment.

———————

HONORING THE BIRTHDAY OF
BOBBY DOLD

HON. ROBERT J. DOLD

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 30, 2015

Mr. DOLD. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to wish
my son, Bobby Dold, a happy birthday.

Bobby turns eleven years old today. He was
born in Evanston, lllinois, and since that day
in 2004, has kept me, his mother, Danielle,
and his two sisters, Harper and Honor always
on our toes.

Bobby continues to grow and develop as a
young man and an athlete. As a member of
the Dold family, Bobby excels in multiple
sports, including football, hockey, and la-
crosse. Bobby brightens every room he walks
into and makes friends with everyone he
meets. It is clear that he has a true zest for
life, and | hope that he continues to grow that
enthusiasm in the years to come.

Bobby enjoys visiting the beach of Lake
Michigan with his proud grandparents, Nana
and Chief, Papa and Granma, his aunts and
uncles, and all of his cousins.

| look forward to watching Bobby grow and
mature into a fine independent young man. |
hope that Bobby will continue to be a shining
light to our family and community. Happy
Birthday Bobby.

———

INTRODUCTION OF THE LOCAL
TASK FORCES ON 21ST CENTURY
POLICING ACT

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON

OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 30, 2015

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, today, | intro-
duce the Local Task Forces on 21st Century
Policing Act, to assist localities in carrying out
some of the recommendations of President
Obama’s Task Force on 21st Century Policing
and the Department of Justice’s Office of
Community Oriented Policing Services, both of
which detail the need to strengthen relations
between local communities and local law en-
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forcement. The bill would provide grants to
local police departments to create local task
forces on 21st century policing to bring police,
representatives of the community, and public
officials together to identify issues in their own
communities, best policing practices for local
police, and other ways to strengthen relations
between the community and police depart-
ments. Existing funds from the Department of
Justice’s Grant Program would support local
governments establishing the task forces.

The task forces, modeled after President
Obama’s Task Force on 21st Century Policing,
would allow local communities to identify the
best ways to create an effective partnership
between local law enforcement and the com-
munity they serve while reducing crime and in-
creasing trust. The task forces could serve as
a resource to address racial profiling in the
Unites States by creating a partnership that
encourages each party to take ownership of
the issues and then proceeding to implement
practical policing practices acceptable to all
concerned.

The creation of task forces could be an im-
portant step toward easing the tensions be-
tween local law enforcement and the commu-
nity. In addition, the task forces would serve to
engage local law enforcement and local stake-
holders in a transparent public process instead
of being at odds. | urge my colleagues to sup-
port this important piece of legislation.

RECOGNIZING HELEN LEUZZI
HON. ADAM SMITH

OF WASHINGTON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 30, 2015

Mr. SMITH of Washington. Mr. Speaker, |
rise to honor the founding Executive Director
of The Sophia Way, Helen Leuzzi, for being
recognized by Seattle CityClub as a recipient
of the 2015 Washington State Jefferson
Award.

The Jefferson Award is given to the unsung
heroes who are making a difference in their
community through public service. Also known
as the “Nobel Prize” of social service, the Se-
attle CityClub awards the Jefferson Award to
community leaders who exemplify an excep-
tional amount of volunteerism and action to
better their communities.

In 2006, Helen began serving as the Out-
reach Chair at the Bellevue First Congrega-
tional Church, where her passion was ignited
to help meet the needs of the eastside’s
homeless and low-income women. In collabo-
ration with other community organizations,
Helen helped to create a women’s day center
known as Angeline’s Day, which eventually in-
spired her to create a center that would serve
the needs of women at all hours of the day.
This day center would later grow into what is
known today as The Sophia Way.

Today, The Sophia Way offers life skills
training, social services, shelter, and additional
resources to help women gain stability and
independence. As the founding Executive Di-
rector, Helen has demonstrated an unyielding
commitment to combating issues faced by
homeless and low income women in our com-
munity. Her dedication and selflessness have
paved the way for the success and growth of
this organization, which has become an impor-
tant asset to the region.
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Mr. Speaker, it is with great honor that | rec-
ognize Helen Leuzzi for receiving Seattle
CityClub’s Washington State Jefferson Award
and for her commitment to serving vulnerable
populations in our community.

—————

IN RECOGNITION OF DOROTHY
PETERSON

HON. FRANK PALLONE, JR.

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 30, 2015

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Mrs. Dorothy “Dot” Peterson as she
celebrates her 100th birthday this year. It is
my honor to join with her family and friends in
marking this incredible milestone and wishing
her many more years of health and happiness.

Born in Brooklyn, New York on May 15,
1915, Dot was the sixth of eight children. Her
parents, Hannah and Kristian Nilson, had im-
migrated to the United States from Norway. In
1919, their family moved to North Long
Branch, New Jersey where Dot spent most of
her childhood. She graduated from Long
Branch High School in 1931 and earned her
teaching degree from Newark Normal School
(now Kean University) in 1935.

In 1939, Dot married her beloved husband
Harold Peterson of Monmouth Beach, New
Jersey. Together they had 6 children and lived
in Long Branch for 11 years before moving to
Monmouth Beach in 1950. In 2005, Dot and
Harold moved from their cherished family
home to Kensington Court in Tinton Falls,
New Jersey where Dot still resides today.

Dot’s dynamic spirit and love of life is re-
flected in her family. She is proud of her chil-
dren, eleven grandchildren and 15 great-
grandchildren with which she can share her
accomplished and fulfilling life.

In addition to raising a beautiful family, Dot
has always been an active member of her
community, looking to improve the well-being
of others. She taught first grade at the Broad-
way School in Long Branch for seven years
and was a member of the parent-teacher as-
sociations at Monmouth Beach School, Long
Branch High School and Shore Regional High
School. She was also part of a group of
women who helped create the first free-stand-
ing library in Monmouth Beach and she served
as a long-time member of the Ladies Auxiliary
of Monmouth Beach. Dot continues to remain
involved and energetic at Kensington Court,
participating in art and exercise classes, pray-
er group and the Resident Board.

Dot is also an engaged, life-long member of
Asbury United Methodist Church in North Long
Branch, where she has served as president of
the Women’s Society of Christian Service
(later renamed the United Methodist Women)
and a church trustee. She was also involved
with the Sunday School and played in the bell
choir. Family, community and church continue
to be of utmost importance to Dot and her re-
markable involvement is truly admirable.

Mr. Speaker, | sincerely hope that my col-
leagues will join me in honoring Mrs. Dorothy
Peterson as she celebrates her 100th birth-
day.
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RECOGNIZING CHAPIN HIGH
SCHOOL GOVERNMENT STUDENTS

HON. JOE WILSON

OF SOUTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 30, 2015

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. Speak-
er, today | am grateful to extend my sincere
appreciation to Chapin High School’s senior
Government class. As part of their study on
the legislative branch, these bright young men
and women sent informed questions to my of-
fice about timely and important topics such as
redistricting and immigration.

| appreciate Lucas Barnes, Kenly Derrick,
Heather Dominick, Shelby Green, Trent
Hodges, Abby Malcom, Katherine Meyers,
Stephen Page, and Keely Wilson for their in-
terest in and study of the federal government.
| support Mr. Jody Haltiwanger, the Advanced
American Government teacher at Chapin High
School, who inspired his students to fully en-
gage in the legislative process by contacting
their elected officials.

| am honored to represent these young
Americans in the Second Congressional Dis-
trict of South Carolina, and am confident of
their future success.

———————

A TRIBUTE TO GENERAL JANET
WOLFENBARGER

HON. MICHAEL R. TURNER

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 30, 2015

Mr. TURNER. Mr. Speaker, | appreciate the
opportunity to pay tribute to General Janet
Wolfenbarger, the first female four-star general
for the United States Air Force, for her 35
years of distinguished and honorable service
in the United States Air Force and to our Na-
tion.

General Wolfenbarger has had a distin-
guished career, beginning with her graduation
from the United States Air Force Academy.
She has held a variety of assignments at
headquarters Electronic Security Command
and Air Force Systems Command. The Gen-
eral has held several positions in the F-22
System Program office, served as the F-22
Lead Program Element Monitor and was the
B—2 System Program Director for the Aero-
nautical Systems Center. She commanded the
Aeronautical Systems Center's C-17 Systems
Group, Mobility Systems Wing. She was the
Service’s Director of the Air Force Acquisition
Center of Excellence at the Pentagon, and
then served as Director of the Headquarters
AFMC Intelligence and Requirements Direc-
torate. She served as AFMC Vice Commander
and as the Military Deputy to the Office of the
Assistant Secretary of the Air Force for Acqui-
sitions.

As Commander of AFMC, General
Wolfenbarger  authorized and  directed
groundbreaking initiatives, revolutionizing how
the Air Force and AFMC will conduct business
for years to come. Gen Wolfenbarger oversaw
the successful reorganization of AFMC from
12-Centers to 5-Centers. This dramatic re-
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invention of the Command led to a myriad of
innovative mission and cost effectiveness pro-
grams, such as the Air Force Life Cycle Man-
agement Center's Should Cost initiative and
the Air Force Sustainment Center's Road to a
Billion and Beyond. Furthermore, she collabo-
rated with the Assistant Secretary of the Air
Force (Acquisition) to develop the Bending the
Cost Curve initiative, an effort designed to im-
prove internal Air Force acquisition processes,
enhance industry interactions throughout the
acquisition lifecycle, and expand competition
among traditional and non-traditional industry
partners. Finally, she fulfilled the Secretary of
the Air Force’s vision for the Air Force Nuclear
Weapons Center reorganization effort and
guided the stand-up of the Air Force Installa-
tion and Mission Support Center.

She received numerous military awards for
her service including the Defense Distin-
guished Service Medal, the Legion of Merit
with oak leaf cluster, the Meritorious Service
Medal with three oak leaf clusters, the Air
Force Commendation Medal, and the Air
Force Achievement Medal. She also received
the highest honor from the Air Force enlisted
corps, the Order of the Sword.

I have known General Wolfenbarger for
many years and deeply value the service she
provided to our country. Although she will be
sorely missed, | wish her nothing but the best
in her future endeavors. General Wolfenbarger
encompasses a myriad of noble traits but her
honesty, her ability to provide straight assess-
ment and her uncompromising ethical char-
acter have truly set her apart from the rest in
her distinguished career. Her service and her
dedication to duty honor the Air Force and our
great nation. General Wolfenbarger truly ex-
emplifies the core values of the Air Force, “In-
tegrity First, Service Before Self, Excellence in
All We Do.”

COMMENDING THE SEATTLE
TIMES

HON. DAVID G. REICHERT

OF WASHINGTON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 30, 2015

Mr. REICHERT. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
commend the Seattle Times on winning a Pul-
itzer Prize for “Breaking News Reporting” this
year for their coverage of the Oso, Wash-
ington mudslide. This is the third time in just
five years that the Seattle Times has received
this prestigious honor, and their tenth total
Pulitzer Prize. Although Editor Kathy Best said
that the paper simply “did what any good
newsroom should do when a big story
breaks”, it is clear that they went above and
beyond and raised the bar for reporters and
news publications across the country.

The Seattle Times is the largest daily paper
in Washington State and has been serving the
greater Seattle area since 1891. This latest
achievement only adds to their legacy of com-
munity service and | look forward to many
more years of them reporting the news of my
home state.
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RECOGNIZING THE ACHIEVEMENTS
OF DR. QUINTARD TAYLOR

HON. ADAM SMITH

OF WASHINGTON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 30, 2015

Mr. SMITH of Washington. Mr. Speaker, |
rise to honor and congratulate Dr. Quintard
Taylor of the University of Washington on re-
ceiving the 2015 Washington State Jefferson
Award from Seattle CityClub.

The Jefferson Award is given to the unsung
heroes who make a difference in their commu-
nity through public service. Also known as the
“Nobel Prize” of social service, the Seattle
CityClub presents the Jefferson Award to com-
munity leaders who exemplify volunteerism
and action to better their communities.

Today, Dr. Taylor is the Scott and Dorothy
Bullitt Professor of American History at the
University of Washington’s Seattle campus,
and has taught in Washington, Oregon, Cali-
fornia, and Nigeria over the course of almost
40 years. He has edited, written and published
multiple writings on African American History,
providing his expertise on African American
history specific to the American West.

In addition to his commitment to teaching,
Dr. Taylor created a website resource called
BlackPast.org, a non-profit website that fea-
tures over 10,000 pages of information on Afri-
can American history. In particular, this re-
source features voluntary academic contribu-
tions from various scholars verified through a
rigorous process. This site is the largest ref-
erence center of its type and is a testament to
his dedication to providing citizens with vital
information on American history.

Mr. Speaker, it is with great pleasure that |
recognize and congratulate Dr. Quintard Tay-
lor on receiving Seattle CityClub’s 2015 Jeffer-
son Award.

———

RECOGNIZING MERCEDES
SANTANA

HON. CHRISTOPHER P. GIBSON

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 30, 2015

Mr. GIBSON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
recognition of Mercedes Santana, a talented
young lady and athlete.

Born on August 30, 2003, Mercedes has
studied the martial art of Tae Kwon Do at
Mechelle’'s Way Tae Kwon Do in Schenec-
tady, New York for the last several years. Dur-
ing this time, she successfully earned the level
of Red Belt, and she continues to pursue her
goal of earning a Black Belt as well as com-
pletion of martial arts weapons training.

Mr. Speaker, in July of 2013, Mercedes at-
tended and competed in the 2013 Junior
Olympics, held in Detroit, Michigan. At this
event Mercedes earned a Bronze Medal in
Tae Kwon Do, a feat which currently makes
her the only Junior Olympian in Schenectady,
New York. This accomplishment has proven
Mercedes to be an impressive role model for
her peers and fellow New Yorkers.

Outside of Tae Kwon Do, Mercedes holds a
diverse range of interests, including playing
the drums, painting and reading.

Mr. Speaker, the Junior Olympics have
been held over 30 times since their inception
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in 1967. The event has included over 20
sports in this time span and the 2013 event
alone had over 12,000 athletes in attendance.
By winning a Bronze Medal, Mercedes has
truly proven herself to be an impressive stu-
dent of Tae Kwon Do and overall athlete.

Mr. Speaker, | ask that you and my other
congressional colleagues join me in recog-
nizing Mercedes Santana for her tremendous
accomplishments, and to encourage Mercedes
to continue to inspire those around her.

———

CELEBRATING BETHESDA
ACADEMY’S 275TH ANNIVERSARY

HON. EARL L. “BUDDY” CARTER

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 30, 2015

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speaker,
today | rise to celebrate the 275th Anniversary
of Bethesda Academy, Savannah’s iconic
boarding and day school for boys in grades
six through 12.

Bethesda Academy was founded in 1740 by
Reverend George Whitefield as a home for
boys, and it has the distinction of being Amer-
ica’s oldest child caring institute. This values-
laden educational institution has raised the bar
when it comes to educating Georgia’s young
men, strongly emphasizing Whitefield’s found-
ing mission to teach “a love for God, a love
of learning and a strong work ethic.” Today,
Bethesda Academy is an AdvancEd accred-
ited institute with 95 percent of its students
graduating on time and 87 percent going on to
higher education.

Designing its curriculum around the way that
the boys learn most effectively, Bethesda
Academy features a wildlife management pro-
gram, an on-site video production studio, an
organic farming program and a nationally-
ranked chess team. Bethesda does not re-
ceive any state funding to operate and de-
pends largely on private donations, external
scholarship programs such as the Georgia
GOAL Scholarship Program, annual fund-
raising, and a collection of on-campus busi-
ness enterprises that cumulatively help meet
the school’s annual budget. Though the school
has faced many challenges over the years
due to funding, Bethesda has evolved into a
thriving and award-winning middle and high
school.

Mr. Speaker, it is with great pride that | rise
today to commemorate the 275th Anniversary
of Bethesda Academy. With a wide range of
academic, athletic, vocational and spiritual de-
velopment opportunities, there is no doubt that
Bethesda is preparing these young men for fu-
ture success in life.

———

PROTECTING CYBER NETWORKS
ACT

SPEECH OF

HON. DEVIN NUNES

OF CALIFORHNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 22, 2015

The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the state of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 1560) to improve
cybersecurity in the United States through
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enhanced sharing of information about cy-
bersecurity threats, and for other purposes:

Mr. NUNES. Madam Chair, | submit the fol-
lowing exchange of letters regarding H.R.
1560:

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY,
Washington, DC, April 7, 2015.
Hon. DEVIN NUNES,
Chairman, House Permanent Select Committee
on Intelligence, Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN NUNES: I am writing
concerning H.R. 1560, the ‘‘Protecting Cyber
Networks Act,” which your Committee or-
dered reported on March 26, 2015.

As you know, H.R. 1560 contains provisions
within the Committee on the Judiciary’s
Rule X jurisdiction. As a result of your hav-
ing consulted with the Committee and in
order to expedite the House’s consideration
of H.R. 1560, the Committee on the Judiciary
will not assert a jurisdictional claim over
this bill by seeking a sequential referral.
However, this is conditional on our mutual
understanding and agreement that doing so
will in no way diminish or alter the jurisdic-
tion of the Committee on the Judiciary with
respect to the appointment of conferees or to
any future jurisdictional claim over the sub-
ject matters contained in the bill or similar
legislation.

I would appreciate your response to this
letter confirming this understanding, and
would request that you include a copy of this
letter and your response in the Committee
Report and in the Congressional Record dur-
ing the floor consideration of this bill.
Thank you in advance for your cooperation.

Sincerely,
BOB GOODLATTE,
Chairman.
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, PER-
MANENT SELECT COMMITTEE ON IN-
TELLIGENCE,
Washington, DC, April 10, 2015.
Hon. BOB GOODLATTE,
Chairman, House Committee on the Judiciary,
Washington, DC.

DEAR CHAIRMAN GOODLATTE: Thank you for
your letter regarding H.R. 1560, the Pro-
tecting Cyber Networks Act. As you noted,
certain provisions of the bill fall within the
jurisdiction of the Committee on the Judici-
ary. As you also noted, the language of those
provisions was the result of consultations
with you in advance of the Permanent Select
Committee on Intelligence’s consideration of
the bill. I agree that your letter in no way
diminishes or alters the jurisdiction of the
Committee on the Judiciary with respect to
the appointment of conferees or to any fu-
ture jurisdictional claim over the subject
matters contained in the bill or any similar
legislation.

I appreciate your willingness to forego con-
sideration of the bill in the interest of expe-
diting this legislation for floor consider-
ation. I will include a copy of your letter and
this response in our Committee’s report on
H.R. 1560 and the Congressional Record dur-
ing consideration of the legislation on the
House floor. Thank you for your assistance
with this matter.

Sincerely,
DEVIN NUNES,
Chairman.
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, COM-
MITTEE ON OVERSIGHT AND GOV-
ERNMENT REFORM,
Washington, DC, April 13, 2015.
Hon. DEVIN NUNES,
Chairman, Permanent Select Committee on In-
telligence, Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: On March 26, 2015, the

Permanent Select Committee on Intelligence
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ordered H.R. 1560, the Protecting Cyber Net-
works Act reported to the House. Thank you
for consulting with the Committee on Over-
sight and Government Reform with regard to
H.R. 1560 on those matters within the Com-
mittee’s jurisdiction. I am writing to con-
firm our mutual understanding with respect
to the consideration of the bill.

The bill contains provisions that fall with-
in the Rule X subject matter jurisdiction of
the Committee on Oversight and Govern-
ment Reform. The Committee has purview
over the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA,
5 U.S.C. 552), which H.R. 1560 directly
amends. Section 10 of the bill directly
amends 5 U.S.C. 552 to create a new 5 U.S.C.
552(b) provision that exempts the entire Act
from FOIA, including any subsequent amend-
ments. Prior to floor consideration, we will
work together to remove section 10 and con-
sider improvements to other sections of the
bill referencing 5 U.S.C. 552.

In the interest of expediting the House’s
consideration of H.R. 1560, I will not request
a sequential referral of the bill. However, I
do so only with the understanding that this
procedural route will not be construed to
prejudice the Committee on Oversight and
Government Reform’s jurisdictional interest
and prerogatives on this bill or any other
similar legislation and will not be considered
as precedent for consideration of matters of
jurisdictional interest to my Committee in
the future.

I respectfully request your support for the
appointment of outside conferees from the
Committee on Oversight and Government
Reform should this bill or a similar bill be
considered in a conference with the Senate. I
also request that you include our exchange
of letters on this matter in the Committee
Report on H.R. 1560 and in the Congressional
Record during consideration of this bill on
the House floor. Thank you for your atten-
tion to these matters.

Sincerely,
JASON CHAFFETZ,
Chairman.

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, PER-
MANENT SELECT COMMITTEE ON IN-
TELLIGENCE,

Washington, DC, April 13, 2015.
Hon. JASON CHAFFETZ,
Chairman, House Committee on Oversight and

Government Reform, Washington, DC.

DEAR CHAIRMAN CHAFFETZ: Thank you for
your letter regarding H.R. 1560, the Pro-
tecting Cyber Networks Act. As you noted,
certain provisions of the bill related to 5
U.S.C. § 552 fall within the jurisdiction of the
Committee on Oversight and Government
Reform. As you also noted, we have agreed
to continue to work with you on these provi-
sions. I agree that your letter in no way di-
minishes or alters the jurisdiction of the
Committee on Oversight and Government
Reform with respect to the appointment of
conferees or to any future jurisdictional
claim over the subject matters contained in
the bill or any similar legislation.

I appreciate your willingness to forego con-
sideration of the bill in the interest of expe-
diting this legislation for floor consider-
ation. I will include a copy of your letter and
this response in our Committee’s report on
H.R. 1560 and the Congressional Record dur-
ing consideration of the legislation on the
House floor. Thank you for your assistance
with this matter.

Sincerely,
DEVIN NUNES,
Chairman.
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THE GLOBAL MAGNITSKY HUMAN
RIGHTS ACCOUNTABILITY ACT

HON. CHRISTOPHER H. SMITH

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 30, 2015

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker, |
recently chaired a hearing on the Sergei
Magnitsky Rule of Law Accountability Act of
2012 directed the President to publish and up-
date a list of each person the President had
reason to conclude was responsible for the
detention, abuse, or death of Sergei
Magnitsky, a legal and accounting adviser with
Firestone Duncan, an international law and ac-
counting firm with offices in Moscow and Lon-
don.

William Browder, Chief Executive Officer of
Hermitage Capital Management Ltd., who was
one of the witnesses at the hearing, has pro-
vided a detailed account of the violent expro-
priation of the assets of Hermitage—the larg-
est foreign investment brokerage in Russia—
by rampant Russian Government corruption,
bribery, fraud, forgery, cronyism, and outright
theft.

Magnitsky had documented Hermitage’s
losses and other illicit financial dealings, in-
cluding draining $230 million from the Russian
treasury by tax fraud. He was arrested in No-
vember 2008, reportedly for tax evasion, and
denied medical care, family visits, or due legal
process, in custody. He was beaten and tor-
tured, and died in prison in November 2009.
He was 37 years old and married with two
young children.

The Sergei Magnitsky Rule of Law Account-
ability Act of 2012 targeted those who partici-
pated in related liability concealment efforts, fi-
nancially benefited from Sergei Magnitsky’s
detention, abuse, or death, or were involved in
the criminal conspiracy uncovered by
Magnitsky, or  were responsible for
extrajudicial killings, torture, or other human
rights violations committed against individuals
seeking to expose illegal activity carried out by
Russian officials, or against persons seeking
to promote human rights and freedoms. The
Act directed the Secretaries of State and
Treasury to annually report to Congress on
actions taken to implement the Act, including
rejecting visa applications, revoking existing
visas, and blocking property transactions, for
persons the President put on the Magnitsky
List.

The United States is a land of opportunity,
but it should not be for those who misused
and murdered Sergei Magnitsky. Without the
original Magnitsky Act, the government offi-
cials and businesspeople who perpetrated
crimes against a young man, against a major
international firm, and against even the Rus-
sian people themselves by stealing from them,
could have taken their ill-gotten gains and
come to this country to purchase property and
live the good life that the United States offers.

The hearing examined the need for H.R.
624, “The Global Magnitsky Human Rights
Accountability Act,” which extends these
human rights and anti-corruption tools to other
countries. The House passed the 2012 act by
a vote of 365-43, and there is now strong Ma-
jority and Minority co-sponsorship for H.R.
624.

Since the original Magnitsky Act became
law on December 14, 2012, human rights vic-
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tims and advocates from around the world,
and anti-corruption champions, have asked for
a Magnitsky Act for their specific country. H.R.
624 ensures—with minimal cost or burden on
the United States—that our government gives
some justice to victims and stands in solidarity
with them in a tangible way, shines a spotlight
on perpetrators, making them pariahs, and
pressures governments to prosecute perpetra-
tors who are their citizens.

The Global Magnitsky Act is intended to dis-
rupt the impunity and comfort that far too
many international human rights violators cur-
rently enjoy and to keep their tainted money
out of our financial systems. It also fights the
human rights abuses and corruption that gen-
erate national security, terrorism, and eco-
nomic threats to the United States.

A few years ago, Teodorin Obiang Mangue
son of the President of Equatorial Guinea, vis-
ited the United States regularly. Using funds
siphoned from American companies operating
in his country, he lived a glamorous life in
Malibu, California, dating celebrities and col-
lecting expensive cars. When France issued a
warrant for his arrest after he refused to ap-
pear at a money-laundering hearing, his father
provided him with diplomatic immunity to es-
cape prosecution.

In June 2012, after years of trying to track
Teodorin’'s wealth, the U.S. Department of
Justice finally filed a lawsuit in a California
court alleging massive money-laundering and
listing, among the scandalous catalog of as-
sets, his $35 million Malibu mansion, with a
four-hole golf course, tennis court and two
swimming pools. That’s just one of the acqui-
sitions he made in the U.S.

The financial manipulations of young Mr.
Obiang’s family led in part to the closing of
Riggs Bank in Washington, one of the capital’s
premier financial institutions. Such people
should not be able to steal from foreign firms
and their own people and use these funds to
live lavishly in our country.

Similarly, those who torture and otherwise
commit the worst human rights violations
against others should not be welcome here ei-
ther and | have written legislation over the
years to enforce that principle. The Ethiopia
Freedom, Democracy, and Human Rights Ad-
vancement Act of 2006 would have prevented
officials who ordered the callous shooting of
peaceful demonstrators in Ethiopia from enter-
ing this country. The Foreign Relations Author-
ization Act for Fiscal Years 2000 and 2001 be-
came law and required the U.S. Government
to impose visa bans on any foreign national
the Secretary of State has determined is di-
rectly involved in establishing or enforcing
population control policies that force a woman
to undergo abortions against her will or force
a man or woman to undergo sterilization
against his or her will. The Belarus Democracy
Reauthorization Act of 2006 also became law
and imposed visa bans and asset freezes on
government officials from the Government of
Belarus because of their violations of basic
human rights and freedoms.

If we stand by quietly when governments
refuse to prosecute human rights abusers and
financial fraudsters, and then welcome those
guilty of such crimes into the United States
and into our financial systems, we are ena-
bling their crimes. The 2012 Magnitsky Act
was a major step in freeing ourselves from
aiding and abetting international perpetrators.
H.R. 624 makes the next step in taking a
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stand against their crimes. If we are serious
about rejecting their deeds, perhaps their gov-
ernments, and other governments, will be-
come more serious as well.

———

SHANNA PEEPLES OF AMARILLO
NAMED 2015 NATIONAL TEACHER
OF THE YEAR

HON. MAC THORNBERRY

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 30, 2015

Mr. THORNBERRY. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to honor one of my constituents,
Shanna Peeples, who has been named the
2015 National Teacher of the Year by the
Council of Chief State School Officers. She is
the first Texas teacher to win the award since
1957.

Ms. Peeples is a high school English teach-
er at Palo Duro High School in Amarillo,
Texas. She graduated from West Texas A&M
University in 1997. After working as a disc
jockey, medical assistant, pet sitter, and jour-
nalist at the Amarillo Globe-News covering
education, the mother of three children began
teaching 12 years ago.

Ms. Peeples was exposed to alcoholism,
domestic violence, and poverty as a child.
Those hardships help her empathize with her
students, 85 percent of whom live below the
poverty line and many having fled violent
homelands from around the world. Just as her
teachers made school her safe place where
she could escape her fears through reading
and writing, Ms. Peeples strives to give her
students a sense of belonging. She wants
them to know she is invested in their lives and
in their futures. So much so, that she has had
to help refugee parents who wanted their chil-
dren to work rather than go to school under-
stand the importance of education.

In addition to serving as the chair of her
English department, she is a mentor and in-
structional coach for other teachers at her
school. As she travels the nation over the next
year, she plans to emphasize effective teach-
ing methods for students in poverty or facing
extreme challenges.

Ms. Peeples is the type of educator all par-
ents want teaching our children. She is a shin-
ing example of the best of her profession. The
fact that she has already been recognized as
the Teacher of the Year for Texas and has
now become the Teacher of the Year for the
entire country makes everyone in our area—
and especially our teachers and school sys-
tems—very proud.

————

RECOGNIZING SOUTH SEATTLE
COLLEGE STUDENT, DAVID YAMA

HON. JIM McDERMOTT

OF WASHINGTON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 30, 2015

Mr. MCDERMOTT. Mr. Speaker, today | rise
to offer special recognition to David Yama, a
South Seattle College student from the great
state of Washington. Mr. Yama received na-
tional attention for his exemplary character in
and out of the classroom.

As a member of the All-Washington Aca-
demic team, David was named a “New Cen-
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tury Scholar” which is given to the top-com-
munity college scholar in each state. From
there, David landed the top spot on the All-
USA academic team, made up of the top-20
community college students from across the
country. On April 20, 2015 the National Honor
Society, Phi Theta Kappa, held a celebration
to recognize David and his Al-USA team-
mates in San Antonio, Texas. Of the top 20 in
the nation, David was selected as the sole re-
cipient of PTK’s David R. Pierce Scholarship
and served as the speaker at the event where
he shared his story of tragedy and triumph.
Days later, his success was further recognized
with a Jack Kent Cooke Foundation Scholar-
ship—awarded to the nation’s top community
college students to complete their bachelor’s
degree at a four-year college or university.

Growing up in Ocean Shores, a small coast-
al city in Washington, David and his family—
which includes his four siblings—lived in a
one-bedroom hotel. David struggled in school
and his parents were told that he needed be-
havioral drugs. Unfortunately, or perhaps fortu-
nately, his parents could not afford that type of
medication for David. After receiving straight
F’s, David dropped out of high school at the
age of 14. One year later, David set sail—
quite literally. After convincing his mother and
the captain of the Lady Washington, he volun-
teered on a sailing trip to California. From
there he worked on other ships and as David
put it, jumped from “one dead-end job to an-
other.”

At the age of 27, David came to the realiza-
tion that an education was the key to a life of
stability and greener pastures. As a West Se-
attle resident, David started taking prep class-
es to receive his GED at his local community
college, South Seattle College.

With the encouragement of his GED instruc-
tor, Jane Harness, David quickly began to re-
build his confidence and his scores improved.
As Jane put it, “this little switch turned on for
him, and he became really determined.”

So determined, in fact, that after David
earned his GED he continued his academic
pursuits and will be earning an associate de-
gree this spring. From there, David will con-
tinue his studies earning a bachelor's degree
and ultimately a Ph.D. in bio engineering.

In addition to holding a 3.96 GPA, David
volunteers his time as a tutor and an environ-
mentalist cleaning up West Seattle’s
Duwamish River. He is quick to give credit to
South Seattle College as the key to his suc-
cess as he told the Seattle Times: “Once |
started here—the environment was right, it
was a 180 from what | thought | was capable
of,” Yama said.

His academic achievements have been rec-
ognized in USA Today, Seattle’s NBC Affiliate
(KING 5) and on the front page of the Seattle
Times.

David’s story is one of inspiration and deter-
mination. He is just one of many students who
have had to overcome seemingly impossible
odds but met those challenges head-on and
came out on top. He is living proof that the
power of hope, determination and the human
spirit are alive and well in this country. I'm
proud that South Seattle College and David
Yama are from the District that | represent.
Please join me in recognizing their success.
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ENERGY AND WATER DEVELOP-
MENT AND RELATED AGENCIES
APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2016

SPEECH OF

HON. SCOTT PERRY

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 29, 2015

The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the state of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 2028) making ap-
propriations for energy and water develop-
ment and related agencies for the fiscal year
ending September 30, 2016, and for other pur-
poses.

Mr. PERRY. Mr. Chair, I'd like to thank the
Appropriations Committee and the Chairman
for acting to impose greater discipline on the
Nuclear Regulatory Commission.

We know that the future of nuclear power in
the United States depends on having a cred-
ible nuclear safety regulator, and depends on
the industry continuing to perform at a high
level of safety. We feel strongly that the agen-
cy must continue its core mission of protecting
public health and safety, but NRC must do so
in a manner that does not add to the eco-
nomic headwinds the industry faces.

| support the Committee’s direction to re-
quire the NRC’s rulemaking process to be
Commission-driven in order to provide greater
discipline, transparency, efficiency, and ac-
countability.

THE EVENTS IN BALTIMORE

HON. JAMES E. CLYBURN

OF SOUTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 30, 2015

Mr. CLYBURN. Mr. Speaker, | want to join
my friend and chair of the Congressional
Black Caucus, G.K. BUTTERFIELD, in offering
condolences to the parents and family mem-
bers of Freddie Gray.

| also want to say to Ms. Toya Graham that
| feel and can appreciate her anguish and the
pain that she showed the world a few days
ago.

| want to say to her son, Michael that | have
also felt his pain and anguish, having been on
the receiving end of such discipline from my
mother. But | want to say to him that he can
rest assured that the love of his mother, her
passion for his future, will pay great dividends
if he continues to show the deference to her
love and affection and her concern that he
showed several days ago when he was the
object of her frustrations.

Mr. Speaker, responding to the situation in
Baltimore several days ago, President Obama
said: “We can't just leave this to the police. |
think there are Police Departments that have
to do some soul-searching. | think there are
some communities that have to do some soul-
searching.”

But, he went on to say: “l think we, as a
country, have to do some soul-searching.” |
want to join President Obama in calling for the
country to do some soul-searching.

Let's take a look at just a few of the institu-
tions of learning in the Baltimore Community.

| would like to call attention to one school,
Frederick Douglass High School, a school that
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lists among its graduates the likes of Cab
Calloway, Thurgood Marshall, and as | under-
stand it the school the father of the current
mayor of Baltimore also attended.

| understand there are 789 students at Fred-
erick Douglass High School today. Eighty-
three percent of them are listed in U.S News
& World Report’'s index as economically dis-
advantaged, and only 53 percent of them are
listed as proficient in English, only 44 percent
proficient in algebra.

| understand that Carver Vocational Tech-
nical High is 100 percent minority, with 79 per-
cent of the students economically disadvan-
taged. Coppin Academy, 100 percent minority,
with 77 percent economically disadvantaged.

Now, as we listen to all of the pundits, edi-
torial writers reflect on what is taking place or
has taken place in Baltimore, | would like to
call attention to the lack of soul-searching that
is taking place here in this body as we rep-
resent the people of America. We have just
seen the conference report, or the budget,
being proposed by the House Republicans.
That conference agreement guts strategic in-
vestments in education, workforce training,
public health, scientific research, advanced
manufacturing, and public safety. It does noth-
ing to help those Americans who are looking
for jobs. It does nothing to boost paychecks of
working Americans. It disinvests in America.

The Republicans’ budget disinvests in
America by slashing the nation’s commitments
to education, research, infrastructure, and
other crucial drivers of economic prosperity. It
pulls away from the ladders of opportunity that
helps hard-working Americans get ahead.

In Education, the Republican Budget kicks
46,000 children out of Head Start, cuts $1.2
billion in Title | education funding (enough for
17,000 teachers and aides serving 1.9 million
students); cuts $347 million in funding through
the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act,
(enough for 6,000 special education teachers,
paraprofessionals, and related staff);

The Republican Budget also decimates job
creation. It eliminates job training & employ-
ment services for more than 2.4 million work-
ers; and eliminates the Manufacturing Exten-
sion Partnerships, which serve 30,000 small
manufacturers that contribute to the creation
of middle-class jobs and economic growth;

In the area of Housing, the Republican
budget takes Housing Choice Vouchers away
from 133,000 families and eliminates afford-
able housing assistance for another 20,000
families in rural America;

The Republican budget shreds the social
safety net. It cuts $300 billion from Agriculture
Committee programs. The House budget cut
roughly $200 billion. The Supplemental Nutri-
tion Assistance Program (SNAP) is the largest
spending program in this committee’s jurisdic-
tion and appears to be the primary target of
this cut (despite the fact that 80% of SNAP
beneficiaries are children, elderly, disabled,
someone caring for a child or disabled person,
or are working);

My Republican friends underfund veterans’
programs. They are proposing $20 billion
below the President’s request over the next
ten years.

They also increase taxes on hardworking
families while giving massive tax cuts to the
ultra-wealthy. They increase taxes on a typical
working family by $2,000, while giving million-
aires an average tax cut of more than
$200,000; and let the Earned Income Tax
Credit (EITC), and the Child Tax Credit expire.
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Their budget puts college out of reach for
millions of students. It freezes the maximum
Pell grant and eliminates $89 billion in con-
gressionally approved Pell grant increases;
and cuts total overall support for higher edu-
cation by more than $220 billion in the next
decade.

———————

IN RECOGNITION OF THE SERVICE
OF DR. KENNETH MILLER

HON. CHRIS VAN HOLLEN

OF MARYLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 30, 2015

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Mr. Speaker, | am hon-
ored to recognize my constituent, Kenneth Mil-
ler, PhD, RN, CFNP, FAAN, FAANP, for his
service as President this year of the American
Association of Nurse Practitioners (AANP).

Dr. Miller has had an exemplary career of
service with more than 44 years of nursing ex-
perience. He received his BSN from the Uni-
versity of Michigan in 1978, a Master’s in
Medical/Surgery Nursing in 1980, and a PhD
in Clinical Nursing Research from the Univer-
sity of Arizona in 1983. Dr. Miller received his
Family Nurse Practitioner post-master’s certifi-
cation from the Uniformed Services University
of the Health Sciences in 1998.

Prior to his term as AANP President, Dr.
Miller served as the Associate Dean for Aca-
demic Administration at The Catholic Univer-
sity of America in Washington, D.C. He was
also the Director of the School of Nursing for
the University of Delaware and the Vice Dean
for Internal Programs and Associate Dean for
Research and Clinical Scholarship in the Col-
lege of Nursing at the University of New Mex-
ico Health Sciences Center.

Before his tenure in academia, Dr. Miller
held professorial positions at the Uniformed
Services University of the Health Sciences
and as Director of Clinical Nursing Research
at the National Naval Medical Center in Be-
thesda, Maryland. Dr. Miller also worked as a
clinical nurse in medical centers and hospitals
in California, Arizona and Michigan. In addi-
tion, he served as a Family Nurse Practitioner
in New Mexico, Delaware and the District of
Columbia.

The American Association of Nurse Practi-
tioners is a national professional membership
organization representing 205,000 nurse prac-
titioners nationally. Under Dr. Miller's tenure,
AANP membership has grown to more than
57,000 members, making AANP the largest
nurse practitioner organization in the world.
Dr. Miller has helped lead nurse practitioners
in transforming patient-centered health care
and has made tremendous strides in ensuring
that policy makers and the public understand
the care that nurse practitioners provide to mil-
lions of Americans each year.

| urge my colleagues to join me in congratu-
lating Dr. Miller on a successful term as Presi-
dent of the American Association of Nurse
Practitioners and in thanking him for the excel-
lent care he has and continues to provide to
his patients and the nurse practitioner profes-
sion.
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MILITARY CONSTRUCTION AND
VETERANS AFFAIRS AND RE-
LATED AGENCIES APPROPRIA-
TIONS ACT, 2016

SPEECH OF

HON. DINA TITUS

OF NEVADA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 29, 2015

The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the state of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 2029) making ap-
propriations for military construction, the
Department of Veterans Affairs, and related
agencies for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2016, and for other purposes:

Ms. TITUS. Mr. Chair, | rise today in support
of this amendment, of which | am a proud co-
sponsor.

As a Member of the House Veterans Affairs
Committee, | regularly speak with both VA
medical professionals and patients about ad-
vances in care for our nation’s heroes.

The limited research that has been allowed
to be conducted has shown very promising re-
sults on the use of medical marijuana for the
treatment of conditions such as Post Trau-
matic Stress Disorder.

Nearly 1 of 5 veterans from the wars in Iraq
and Afghanistan is diagnosed with PTSD and
we have seen a skyrocketing rate of overuse
and addiction of powerful painkillers being
used to treat such illnesses.

Giving medical professionals additional tools
to treat these serious ailments is not just com-
monsense, it is the right thing to do.

Often times we hear elected officials come
to the well of the House and speak about their
commitment to our servicemembers and vet-
erans. Today we have an opportunity to do
more than offer platitudes, we can offer relief:
relief from the pain and suffering associated
with PTSD; relief from a medical system with
little to offer as alternative treatments to pow-
erful and addictive painkillers; relief from the
fear of being penalized for using medical mari-
juana prescribed by a private doctor; and relief
to VA medical professionals in the 36 states,
including Nevada and Washington D.C. where
medical marijuana is legal, allowing them to
utilize their medical judgement to determine
the best treatment options for their patients.

Forcing the 225,000 veterans who call Ne-
vada home and millions across the country to
go outside the VA health system to seek treat-
ment, without the supervision and guidance of
the medical professionals who understand the
specific needs of our veteran community, is ir-
responsible.

| call on my colleagues to join me in sup-
porting this bipartisan amendment and stand
up for our brave men and women who bear
the scars of war and who so desperately need
our support.

———

REINTRODUCING DUWAMISH
TRIBAL RECOGNITION ACT

HON. JIM McDERMOTT

OF WASHINGTON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, April 30, 2015

Mr. MCDERMOTT. Mr. Speaker, | rise to re-
introduce the Duwamish Tribal Recognition
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Act. This legislation addresses a longstanding
issue that affects the indigenous people of Se-
attle’s metropolitan area. This year marks the
160th year since the Duwamish Tribe signed
the Point Elliott Treaty in 1855. In exchange
for the reservation and other benefits including
hunting and fishing rights promised in the
Point Elliott Treaty by the United States gov-
ernment, the Duwamish Tribe ceded 54,000
acres of their homeland. Today, those 54,000
acres include the cities of Bellevue, Mercer Is-
land Renton, Seattle, Tukwila, and much of
King County.

The Duwamish people’s struggle for federal
recognition continues. It was granted to them
in 2001, but then denied under dubious cir-
cumstances after just eight months. On Sep-
tember 2001, George W. Bush’s Interior De-
partment’s administration officials denied the
recognition of the Duwamish Tribe. U.S. Dis-
trict Judge Coughenour vacated the adminis-
tration’s denial through statements expressing
concern on how “plaintiffs should not be left to
wonder why one administration thought their
petition should be considered under both sets
of rules, but a second one did not.” | agree
with Judge Coughenour.

It has been a long fight for federal recogni-
tion of the Duwamish people. During that time
the Interior Department’s rules for federal rec-
ognition of tribes have changed from the origi-
nal regulations set in 1978 to those that were
revised in 1994. There is significant evidence
to support Duwamish recognition that is not in-
cluded in the current record filed over twenty
years ago.

| have asked the Secretary of the Interior,
Sally Jewell, to look into this matter as | be-
lieve this bill will provide the federal recogni-
tion to which the Duwamish Tribe has long
been entitled. | urge my colleagues to support
this measure.

———

RECOGNIZING LITTLE CAESARS
LOVE KITCHEN’S 30 YEARS OF
MAKING A DIFFERENCE

HON. CANDICE S. MILLER

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 30, 2015

Mrs. MILLER of Michigan. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to recognize a great Michigan fam-
ily-owned company, Little Caesars Pizza, on a
very special anniversary in that company’s his-
tory and the two wonderful people who started
and built that company, Mike and Marion llitch.
30 years ago today, on April 30, 1985, Mike
and Marion llitch started the Little Caesars
Love Kitchen, which over the years has pro-
vided free meals to nearly three million home-
less, hungry and displaced families. Since it
provided its first free meal, the Little Caesars
big-rig pizza kitchen on wheels has traveled to
all 48 states in the continental U.S. providing
fresh, hot pizza for the hungry, homeless, vic-
tims of natural disasters and terrorist attacks
in more than 4,000 American cities.

Mike and Marion llitch created the Love
Kitchen as a way to demonstrate their deep
commitment to helping those in need by giving
back to the communities in which it does busi-
ness. Meals from the Love Kitchen are com-
pletely free of charge for everyone served.
Local Little Caesars franchise owners and
company regional offices donate all the food
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and labor costs that allows the Love Kitchen
to assist those in need. The commitment to
helping those in need extends far beyond the
llitch family and evidence of that fact is that an
estimated 50,000 Little Caesars franchise
owners and employees have volunteered
countless hours of their time over the years to
support this program in their local commu-
nities. In addition to the local support and par-
ticipation of franchisees, Little Caesars Enter-
prises contributes nationally and has invested
hundreds of thousands of dollars per year to
operate the program, including an investment
of $350,000 in 2014 to launch a second Love
Kitchen allowing them to double the number of
people they can help.

The Little Caesars Love Kitchen works with
local shelters and community leaders across
this nation every day to feed the hungry and
homeless. When communities are struck by
disasters, you can be nearly certain that the
Love Kitchen will be rolling into town to pro-
vide relief to victims and rescue workers. Just
a few of the many examples are that the Love
Kitchen has fed families after devastating tor-
nadoes in Oklahoma and Alabama, provided
hot meals after Hurricane Sandy and Hurri-
cane Katrina and helped feed rescue workers
in the aftermath of the 9/11 attack on the
World Trade Center and the bombing of the
Alfred Murrah Federal Building in Oklahoma
City.

Iy commend Little Caesars founders Mike
and Marion llitch, their entire family, and the
many Little Caesars workers and franchisees
for their unwavering commitment to supporting
and comforting those in communities across
this nation at times of greatest need. | also
want to applaud the leadership of the Presi-
dent and CEO of llitch Holdings Christopher
llitch and Little Caesars President and CEO
Dave Scrivano for their important work to con-
tinue Little Caesars legacy as an outstanding
corporate citizen. | salute the Little Caesars
Love Kitchen on the occasion of its 30th anni-
versary and thank everyone at Little Caesars
for spreading love, kindness, and hope in so
many communities across our great nation.

———

RECOGNIZING THE 40TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE END OF THE VIET-
NAM WAR

HON. EDWARD R. ROYCE

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 30, 2015

Mr. ROYCE. Mr. Speaker, today, April 30th,
marks the 40th anniversary of the end of the
Vietnam War. As Chairman of the House For-
eign Affairs Committee, | would like to take
this opportunity to honor more than 58,000
American service men and women who lost
their lives in the war, to honor the Vietham
veterans, and to honor the Vietnamese armed
forces who fought alongside us to defend free-
dom, liberty, and democracy.

Their sacrifices will never be forgotten.

However, just as we remember those brave
men and women, we should also recognize
the millions of Vietnamese refugees that ar-
rived in the United States following the fall of
South Vietnam. Uprooted in a refugee crisis of
enormous proportions, these Viethamese have
become an integral part of our society.

| take great pride in representing a part of
Orange County’s thriving Vietnamese-Amer-
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ican community, and | have witnessed the
community’s growth over the years. Having
represented “Little Saigon,” | saw much of this
growth up close.

| have seen the community grow not only
economically but politically as well. Janet
Nguyen—who as a five year old left Vietham
by boat—has risen to California State Senate
in 2014. Her story of success exemplifies this
generation of Viethamese Americans.

| am sorry to say, however, that in the 40
years since the end of the Vietham War, much
work remains to be done. Political, religious
and economic freedoms have been systemati-
cally squashed. This is a government that con-
tinues to deny citizens of Vietnam the right to
change their government.

When | visited Vietnam, | saw firsthand the
Communist Party’s harassment of those Viet-
namese citizens who decided to peacefully set
forth dissenting political and religious views.
When | met with the venerable Thich Quang
Do and Le Quang Liem, | was immediately de-
nounced by that Communist government.

The Vietnamese-American community has
not lost sight of the struggle in their original
homeland for freedom, for religious freedom,
for freedom of speech, even for the right of
young people to sit down in an Internet cafe
and have a dialogue without censorship.

They are a part of this effort to make certain
that those ideals stay alive so that in the same
way that eastern Europe came to evolve into
a democratic, market-oriented, tolerant soci-
ety, that there will be that opportunity in the fu-
ture for Vietnam.

——————

SISTER ANN KEEFE POST OFFICE

SPEECH OF

HON. JAMES R. LANGEVIN

OF RHODE ISLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 28, 2015

Mr. LANGEVIN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
honor of Sister Ann Keefe, who touched the
lives of countless individuals in her service to
Rhode Island, and in support of H.R. 651, to
designate the facility of the United States
Postal Service located at 820 Elmwood Ave-
nue in Providence, Rhode Island, as the “Sis-
ter Ann Keefe Post Office.”

Sister Ann’s generosity, compassion, and
fearless advocacy for social justice have left
an indelible mark on our state. She was a true
public servant, speaking for those who had no
voice and working tirelessly to assist the dis-
advantaged. In her more than 33 years of
service as a Sister of Saint Joseph, Sister Ann
worked to address the challenges facing Prov-
idence. No feat was too great; Sister Ann
knew how to roll up her sleeves and get the
job done, bringing a patient, faithful voice to
issues affecting the most vulnerable among
us.

Sister Ann’s legacy endures through the
many lives she touched and the dozens of ini-
tiatives and organizations she founded, includ-
ing the Institute for the Study and Practice of
Nonviolence, Providence CityArts for Youth,
AIDS Care Ocean State, and the Providence
Human Relations Commission. These pro-
grams continue to serve those in need and
work to make our communities stronger.
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Sister Ann faced the problems that others
ignored, and her example serves as a re-
minder that with love, compassion, and deter-
mination, a single individual can make a tre-
mendous difference. Sister Ann left us too
soon, but our state and our world are better
places because she passed through. | am
proud to support the naming of this facility as
yet another marker of appreciation for, and in
remembrance of, Sister Ann, and | thank my
good friend and colleague from Rhode Island
for introducing this legislation.

———

RECOGNIZING APRAXIA
AWARENESS

HON. KEITH J. ROTHFUS

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 30, 2015

Mr. ROTHFUS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
call attention to Childhood Apraxia of Speech,
a speech and communication disorder that
causes extreme difficulty in learning to speak,
which can affect literacy and school perform-
ance. Often times, children with Childhood
Apraxia of Speech require frequent and ag-
gressive speech therapy to improve their abil-
ity to communicate. Sadly, the cause of this
disorder is unknown. More progress must be
made to understand this complex condition.

Fortunately, the Childhood Apraxia of
Speech Association located in Pittsburgh, PA
continues to work tirelessly to raise awareness
about this condition and to provide support to
families of affected children. Thanks to their
hard work, great strides have been made to-
ward educating the public, as well as local,
state, and federal officials.

Children with apraxia and their families con-
front tremendous obstacles with determination
and persistence. | ask my colleagues to join
me in recognizing these individuals on Apraxia
Awareness Day this May and in thanking the
Childhood Apraxia of Speech Association for
their important contribution to our community.
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TRIBUTE TO WILLIAM LEWIS
TROGDON

HON. VICKY HARTZLER

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 30, 2015

Mrs. HARTZLER. Mr. Speaker, today | rise
to recognize William Lewis Trogdon, also
known as William Least Heat-Moon, an author
and native Missourian who was recently
awarded for his Distinguished Literary
Achievement by the Missouri Humanities
Council.

The Missouri Humanities Council (MHC)
promotes humanities education and engages
the public in dialogue about important issues,
bridging the gap between ideas and
participatory democracy. Each year MHC rec-
ognizes Missouri authors producing exemplary
literary works that make a significant contribu-
tion to our understanding and appreciation of
Missouri’s history and culture. Mr. Heat-
Moon’s body of work displays poignant ac-
counts of traveling through rural America
whether by car, boat, or foot with a particular
emphasis on Missouri’s local geography. His
book Blue Highways: A Journey Into America
records his trip through rural towns across 38
states, and was a New York Times Bestseller
for 42 weeks.

As a former teacher, | understand the im-
portance of arts and humanities education in
shaping our understanding of history and cul-
ture. Again, | would like to congratulate Mr.
Heat-Moon for his lifetime of literary achieve-
ments and his artistic contributions to the state
of Missouri, and express my desire that other
authors follow Mr. Heat-Moon’s footsteps, ex-
emplifying Missouri’s culture in their literary
and creative works.

—————

MILITARY CONSTRUCTION AND
VETERANS AFFAIRS AND RE-
LATED AGENCIES APPROPRIA-
TIONS ACT, 2016

SPEECH OF

HON. GENE GREEN

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, April 29, 2015

The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the state of the Union had under
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consideration the bill (H.R. 2029) making ap-
propriations for military construction, the
Department of Veterans Affairs, and related
agencies for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2016, and for other purposes:

Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas. Madam Chair,
today | rise in support of the over 180,000
brave veterans in Harris County, Texas who
answered the call to duty when America need-
ed them most and urge my colleagues to
make much needed changes to the Military
Construction-Veterans Affairs Appropriations
bill that honor America’s promise to all of our
nation’s veterans.

The MilCon-VA funding bill has traditionally
been bipartisan and without controversy. Just
last year MilCon passed the House by a mar-
gin of 416—1.

This year, unfortunately, this must-pass leg-
islation fails to fully fund critical priorities for
our veterans and the American people, includ-
ing veterans’ medical care and military and VA
construction.

Nearly every major national Veteran Service
Organizations, including the Veterans of For-
eign Wars, Disabled American Veterans, and
the American Legion, agree and have called
on the House to reconsider this legislation and
fully fund the Department of Veterans Affairs.

Yesterday, the national commander of the
VFW said that “the nationwide crisis in care
and confidence that erupted in the VA last
year was caused in many ways by the lack of
adequate resourcing that only Congress is au-
thorized to provide. That's why the VFW is de-
manding that the House amend this bill to ap-
propriate a funding level that fully funds VA.”

The national commander for the American
Legion voiced similar feelings last week when
he called for Congress and the White House
to put political gamesmanship aside and fully
fund Veterans Affairs.

Madam Chair, | do not recall ever voting
against a VA funding bill. Unfortunately, as
currently written | cannot vote for this bill and
call on my colleagues to demand that the VA
be fully funded.

The current funding shortfall for our vet-
erans and military construction, which have al-
ways been supported by Democrats and Re-
publicans, further highlights the pressing need
for Congress to end the sequestration cuts.
We simply cannot continue suffocating essen-
tial programs that support our servicemembers
and veterans protect working families and our
most vulnerable.
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