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House. Like many Hoosiers, she worked on
her family’s farm where she learned a strong
work ethic, something she has utilized
throughout her life. She has been blessed with
three children, four grandchildren and one
great grandchild. At the age of 81, she earned
her General Education Development degree
and was awarded “Adult Student of the Year”
by the State of Indiana. A woman deeply com-
mitted to the community around her, she con-
tinued to serve others by working as a tutor at
a local private school until last year and volun-
teered at the local food pantry.

| want to sincerely thank Mrs. Hunter for her
service and recognize her unwavering commit-
ment to her community. It is my honor to offer
my congratulations to Mrs. Hunter on this spe-
cial occasion. | wish her a very happy birthday
and many more years of continued health and
happiness.

———

HONORING THE MICHAEL BAKER
CORPORATION’S 75TH ANNIVER-
SARY

HON. DANIEL LIPINSKI

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 30, 2015

Mr. LIPINSKI. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the Michael Baker Corporation, an engi-
neering firm which is celebrating its 75th Anni-
versary on May 1.

Founded in 1940 in Rochester, Pennsyl-
vania, the firm’s success began with a focus
on surveying and civil engineering. Since that
time, Baker has added a host of differentiated
services including communications, planning,
architecture, and environmental consulting to
assist its clients’ projects. The Michael Baker
Corporation has grown to employ more than
5,000 employees in over 90 offices worldwide.

Baker has a storied history of completing
landmark projects throughout the world. In
1977, Baker engineers designed the New
River Gorge Bridge in West Virginia, at that
time the world’s longest single span steel arch
bridge. Baker’s important projects extend inter-
nationally and include infrastructure improve-
ments in Afghanistan and a 2,600 mile fiber
optic network linking Mexico’s major cities with
the United States.

Baker employees continue to exemplify their
core principles of leadership and the develop-
ment of an employee and client focused com-
pany. All Michael Baker employees, from in-
terns to the Chairman of the Board of Direc-
tors, take time to engage in the communities
they serve.

| also have personal experience with the Mi-
chael Baker Corporation, having worked as a
summer intern on a highway construction
project when | was studying engineering in
college. Lessons from that internship still help
me today as | serve on the Transportation
Committee.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in recognizing the great service that the Mi-
chael Baker Corporation and its employees
have provided for 75 years. May their dedica-
tion and work ethic serve as an example to all.
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HONORING MR. STEVE ANDERSON
FOR RECEIVING NATO’S SCI-
ENTIFIC ACHIEVEMENT AWARD

HON. ROBERT J. WITTMAN

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 30, 2015

Mr. WITTMAN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
offer Mr. Steve Anderson my sincere con-
gratulations on being named a recipient of the
2014 NATO Science and Technology Organi-
zation’s (STO) Scientific Achievement Award
for his outstanding contributions in the realm
of defense data farming methodologies. This
award is NATO’s highest honor for those in
the defense and science technology industry.
There is no question that the contributions
from him and the MSG-088 task group to
NATO’s humanitarian assistance and disaster
relief will continue for years to come.

Mr. Anderson is a fine example to his fellow
citizens of dedication, selflessness, and com-
mitment to the common good around the
world. | thank him for his devotion to NATO
preparedness, and | commend him on this
special occasion. Again, congratulations on
this much deserved award.

————

HONORING THE LIFE OF RICHARD
CHOI BERTSCH

HON. MICHAEL M. HONDA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 30, 2015

Mr. HONDA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the life of Richard Choi Bertsch, who
passed away unexpectedly last weekend at
the age of 56.

Richard was an integral member and leader
in the Korean American community. His busi-
ness acumen matched the respect he gar-
nered from his peers. He dedicated much of
his life to important causes, especially the fer-
vent fight on behalf of the so-called “comfort
women”—women who were sexually enslaved
by the Japanese Imperial Army during the
World War II.

Born on August 9, 1958, to his parents,
Kenneth and Kyung Bertsch, Richard attended
elementary school in Seoul, South Korea. In
1973, he came to the U.S. with his family,
where he grew up in Southern California. A
graduate of the University of California, Irvine,
he started multiple electronics business.

He found his true passion as a civic leader,
and he was exceptionally skilled in connecting
people of diverse backgrounds and commu-
nities. Richard founded the Korean American
Democratic Committee and helped found the
Korean American Coalition, serving as chair-
man of its Orange County chapter.

Richard was a selfless individual who cared
passionately about justice and the civic spirit.
To put it simply, he left a deep and lasting im-
pact on his family and his many friends from
all walks of life. When a 2004 South Korean
book blamed Jews for the attacks of Sep-
tember 11, 2001, Richard joined with Rabbi
Abraham Cooper to fight its publication. Also,
in 2008, when police killed a young artist,
Richard led the Korean American Advisory
Commission to bring the case before federal
authorities for a civil-rights violation review.
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Just last month, when Los Angeles Times
asked about his hopes for the future in Wash-
ington, he said, if “The two parties sincerely
work[ed] together for the betterment of our
country, rather than constantly [being] locked
in ideological gridlock . . . it would give some
hope to people that politics does matter.”
Each of us in this hallowed chamber should
take these words to heart.

My heart was broken when | learned of
Richard’s untimely passing. Yet, | believe it is
safe to assume, Richard continues to task
each of us to continue our service and dedica-
tion to the betterment of our community, and
this nation.

Richard is survived by his wife Yang-Uk
Kim, his sons Sunny and Sunoo, and his
daughter Summer. Richard’s family, friends,
and | will miss him greatly.

Mr. Speaker, it is with a heavy heart, | rec-
ognize and remember the life of Richard Choi
Bertsch—a man whom | am honored to have
called a dear friend.

RECOGNIZING DR. KAREN STOUT

HON. PATRICK MEEHAN

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 30, 2015

Mr. MEEHAN. Mr. Speaker, | rise to recog-
nize Dr. Karen Stout for her outstanding dedi-
cation as President of Montgomery County
Community College.

Dr. Stout is moving on after fourteen years
of service as President. Her tenure has
brought the college success and expansion at
a time of remarkable transformation in higher
education. Under her leadership, the college
has been an example of management and vi-
sion for community colleges in Pennsylvania.

Her initiatives have reshaped the college’s
campus, forged new and important partner-
ships in the Montgomery County community,
and given students access to programs that
will teach them the skills they need for the
jobs of the future. Dr. Stout is a visionary not
only in her work with students and the com-
munity, but also because of the particular em-
phasis she has had on creating opportunity for
our veterans. Her leadership will certainly be
missed, but she has left the college strong
and poised for continued prosperity in the fu-
ture.

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the 7th district of
Pennsylvania, | want to thank Dr. Stout for all
she has done to educate countless students
and | look forward to working with her again
in her future endeavors.

————

RECOGNIZING THE EFFORTS OF
THE NAMI OF SYRACUSE

HON. JOHN KATKO

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 30, 2015

Mr. KATKO. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the service of the National Alliance
on Mental lliness (NAMI) of Syracuse to the
24th District. Since 1981, NAMI of Syracuse
has worked to improve the lives of countless
families in Central New York who have rel-
atives suffering from mental iliness.
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NAMI of Syracuse is a leader in the Central
New York effort to expand awareness of and
dialogue on children’s mental health care. Due
to the organization’s programs that aim to im-
prove children mental illness early identifica-
tion, outreach, and family education, NAMI of
Syracuse is being honored by NAMI of New
York State at the What's Great in Our State—
A Celebration of Children’s Mental Health
Awareness event.

| have personally pledged to increase ac-
cessibility to children’s mental health re-
sources in Central New York. | am proud to
recognize NAMI of Syracuse for their work on
this issue and the tremendous service they
are providing to the communities of the 24th
District.

———

CELEBRATING THE LIFE OF
JANINE FOSTER WOODY

HON. KENNY MARCHANT

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 30, 2015

Mr. MARCHANT. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to celebrate the accomplished and honorable
life of my good friend, Janine Foster Woody.
Sadly, Janine has recently passed away and
is mourned by many.

Janine was one of the most dedicated and
warm hearted people | was fortunate enough
to know for many years. Her endless resume
of involvement with local schools and the com-
munity are difficult to portray in words. She
devoted much of her time to education and
helping students and community members
alike. It was an honor and a privilege to have
known her.

As a member of the Dallas County School
Board, and chair of the Technology Com-
mittee, she worked with various Independent
School District (ISD) boards and superintend-
ents to better technological services provided
to the ISDs. Janine was also elected to the
Texas Association of School Boards’ Legisla-
tive Advisory Committee and the North Texas
Council of Governments. Her hard work and
generosity reached far and wide in North
Texas.

Janine’s involvement in Christ United Meth-
odist Church also brought her great joy; she
dedicated valuable time and energy to teach-
ing and volunteering in the church for many
years. Her other activities included chamber of
commerce Education Committees, Farmers
Branch Women’s Club, Garland Asian Amer-
ican Festival Committee, Richardson Commu-
nity Band, and several public service posts,
along with many others. Janine was a great
role model and someone you would want
members of the community looking up to.

Janine received a B.A. in History and
English from Northwestern University as well
as a Master of Library and Information
Science degree from the University of North
Texas. A thesis she wrote on ethnic bibliog-
raphies was published in the Wilson Library
Journal.

As a precinct chairwoman, and Head-
quarters Chairwoman of the Dallas County
Republican Party, she worked hard in keeping
people involved and informed on many issues.
She organized and maintained events, started
clubs, and generally performed above and be-
yond her civic duties. Janine’s work ethic and
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ability to keep people involved in the commu-
nity will be greatly missed.

Mr. Speaker, it is an honor to recognize and
celebrate the eventful and prosperous life of
Janine Foster Woody. | ask all of my distin-
guished colleagues to join me.

————————

HONORING THE 75TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE KILGORE COLLEGE
RANGERETTES

HON. LOUIE GOHMERT

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 30, 2015

Mr. GOHMERT. Mr. Speaker, the First Dis-
trict of Texas has been blessed as the birth-
place of many remarkable individuals who
have made notable contributions that have en-
riched lives well beyond the borders of Texas.
One such example was born from a rather
simple concept, yet grew into a worldwide
movement. It is a great pleasure to stand in
honor of the world famous collegiate drill
team, the Kilgore College Rangerettes, as
they celebrate their 75th anniversary this year.

The Rangerettes have long been considered
the personification of talent and precision, the
standard of excellence which has sparked an
estimated $8 billion industry and created more
than fifty-thousand permanent jobs in the
United States, according to one famed econo-
mist. The Rangerettes have inspired similar
all-female dance drill teams, with an estimated
15,000 high school students and some 1,000
college students across the state of Texas tak-
ing part each year; while approximately 75,000
high school drill team members across the na-
tion participate annually. The Rangerettes
have been the impetus behind this major in-
dustry which has influenced lives and careers
around the world.

The precision dance team concept began in
1939, and came to fruition led by the incom-
parably talented Miss Gussie Nell Davis with
their first halftime performance on September
15, 1940. The Rangerettes were originally in-
tended to promote diversity among the student
body at Kilgore College while also encour-
aging football fans to stay in their seats during
halftime; but while effectively accomplishing
these tasks, they also introduced something
astoundingly innovative to the field of sports
entertainment. This group of talented young
women set into motion a revolutionary model
for all future choreographed dance teams.
Technical skill and absolute choreographed
perfection, along with the incomparable high
kick routines, characterized the Rangerettes’
routines at their inception, and those words
can still be used today to describe the capti-
vating performances of these young women.

The world renowned Rangerettes have
toured the United States multiple times, per-
forming for U.S. Presidential inaugurations,
professional sports venues, nationally tele-
vised parades, collegiate bowl games, and
even Indy 500 race events. They have been
featured on television, in films, and in widely
circulated magazines and newspapers. In ad-
dition to the notoriety they have experienced
here in the United States, the Rangerettes
have headlined several international tours
which have allowed them to perform for mas-
sive numbers of enthusiastic fans on four con-
tinents and in countless cities worldwide.
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The commitment to preserving the legacy
and rich heritage of the young women who
have achieved the honor of being named a
“Rangerette” does not end upon graduation,
but is demonstrated through the continuing ef-
forts of their Rangerettes Forever alumni orga-
nization. Rangerettes now and forever have
enjoyed an accomplished and vibrant history
of group performances and individual achieve-
ment, while bringing visibility and prestige to
Kilgore College, east Texas and the State of
Texas.

It is a distinct privilege to honor this remark-
able organization today since they have been
so hard-working, motivational, & inspirational.
Please join me in recognizing and congratu-
lating the Kilgore College Rangerettes on their
75th anniversary, a milestone now recorded in
this CONGRESSIONAL RECORD which will endure
as long as there is a United States of Amer-
ica.

HONORING DOT PONDER

HON. JIM COOPER

OF TENNESSEE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 30, 2015

Mr. COOPER. Mr. Speaker, today | rise to
salute Mrs. Dot Ponder, a devoted Nashvillian
and this year's Girl Scouts of Middle Ten-
nessee honoree. | also have the great privi-
lege of calling Dot my friend.

For more than thirty years, Dot devoted her-
self to the Girl Scouts. She registered with ten
troops and served hundreds of girls as troop
leader, instructor and camp director.

From sharing her love of the outdoors to
teaching financial literacy, Dot’s energy is end-
less. But her contributions didnt end when
troop meetings were over. She taught civic re-
sponsibility and, through her example, she en-
couraged Girl Scouts to actively engage in
their communities. She inspired girls to pursue
the highest accolades in Girl Scouting, includ-
ing the Gold and Silver Awards.

It is an honor to commend Dot Ponder for
her contributions to the advancement of girls
in our community through her tenure of de-
voted and humble service to the Girl Scouts of
Middle Tennessee.

HONORING EVELYN COLLINS

HON. C.A. DUTCH RUPPERSBERGER

OF MARYLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 30, 2015

Mr. RUPPERSBERGER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
before you today to honor the 33-year career
of Evelyn Collins, who is retiring this week as
a budget analyst for the United States Army
Military District of Washington and Joint Force
Headquarters-National Capital Region located
on the historic Fort Leslie J. McNair in Wash-
ington, DC.

A native of Dothan, Alabama, Ms. Collins
graduated from George Washington Carver
High School in 1965. One year later, she
joined the Army family as a military spouse.
Ms. Collins began her career by working as a
cashier and later became a teacher’s aide.
She attended Burlington County College in
Pemberton, New Jersey, where she earned
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