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HONORING THE 416TH/412TH THEA-
TER ENGINEER COMMANDS AND
ENGINEER COMMANDS ASSOCIA-
TION MEMORIAL WALL DEDICA-
TION

HON. BILL FOSTER

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 30, 2015

Mr. FOSTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the opening of a new memorial wall
dedicated by the 416th/412th Theater Engi-
neer Commands along with the Engineer
Commands Association in honor of members
of the armed forces who have paid the ulti-
mate price in service to our country.

The memorial, located at the Parkhurst
United States Army Reserve Center in Darien,
lllinois, features pictures of the brave service
members who laid down their lives for their
country. The 416th/412th Theater Engineer
Commands and the Engineer Commands As-
sociation worked countless hours planning,
designing, and fundraising for the memorial
which will stand in testament to sacrifices
made by their fellow soldiers.

| would like to thank the 416th/412th The-
ater Engineer Commands and Engineer Com-
mands Association for honoring our fallen he-
roes with this memorial wall.

—————

HONORING PHYLLIS MITZEN WITH
THE NATIONAL LIFETIME
ACHIEVEMENT AWARD FROM
THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF
SOCIAL WORKERS

HON. JANICE D. SCHAKOWSKY

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 30, 2015

Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to congratulate my dear friend Phyllis
Mitzen on her well-deserved recognition from
the National Association of Social Workers.
Tonight, Phyllis will be presented with their
prestigious 2014 National Lifetime Achieve-
ment award. This is a fitting accolade as she
has devoted most of her adult life to the social
work profession and to improving the care and
lives of older Americans.

Phyllis is the co-director of the Center for
Long-Term Care Reform in Chicago. She is
known and respected as a leader in geronto-
logical social work, has authored books and
scholarly papers in the field, and was integral
in reforming long-term care in lllinois by help-
ing to craft trailblazing reform legislation. In
addition, she serves on a number of statewide
advisory boards and commissions. She has
also influenced and inspired many as the co-
ordinator of the Older Adult Studies Program
at the University of Chicago’s School of Social
Service Administration.

Before her work at the Center for Long-
Term Care Reform, Phyllis spent close to 25
years helping to establish the Council for Jew-
ish Elderly’s important presence in our com-
munity, first as Director of Home and Commu-
nity Based Services and ultimately as Director
of Government Affairs. Under Phyllis’ leader-
ship, CJE Senior Life expanded programming
to offer a myriad of services, from evaluating
the evolving needs of seniors to adult day pro-
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grams and other supportive services which
allow individuals to remain in their home and
community with dignity. It is critical that such
comprehensive and supportive programs are
available in our area, and CJE Senior Life
gives seniors appropriate services through
professional care. It is a testament to Phyllis’
amazing contributions to seniors and their
families.

Phyllis has served as a mentor and friend to
many. | join with them in applauding her
steadfast commitment to fighting for the dignity
and care of older Americans and in thanking
her for her decades of work in our community.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF MAUREEN
MARINELLI

HON. WILLIAM R. KEATING

OF MASSACHUSETTS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 30, 2015

Mr. KEATING. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Maureen Marinelli, a thirty-two year
veteran letter carrier for the United States
Postal Service and the former president of the
Massachusetts State Letter Carriers Associa-
tion. As someone who served as a letter car-
rier in the past, | applaud her dedicated serv-
ice to the Commonwealth of Massachusetts.

Ms. Marinell’'s career as a letter carrier
began in 1983. Almost immediately, it was
clear Maureen Marinelli was an exemplary
leader among the Massachusetts Letter Car-
riers, and her peers took notice. Maureen
worked tirelessly to help letter carriers across
the Commonwealth of Massachusetts. She
spent her career working at the grassroots
level, representing and advocating for her fel-
low letter carriers at the state and local level.
She did this while remaining a loyal letter car-
rier. Because of her day to day drive to listen
to local letter carriers, she understood the fun-
damental needs of the men and women we
rely on to get our mail.

After twenty years of distinguished service
as a letter carrier, her peers elected her the
president of the Massachusetts State Letter
Carriers Association in 2004 and then again in
2011. During both terms in office, Maureen
worked with labor groups across Massachu-
setts in order to better serve her letter carriers.
Because of her hard work, she improved the
lives of men and women across the Common-
wealth by ensuring that our mail was delivered
on time and with a smile.

Mr. Speaker, | am proud to honor Maureen
Marinelli on this remarkable occasion. | ask
that my colleagues join me in wishing her a
wonderful retirement and many years of happi-
ness, as well as in thanking her for working
tirelessly as an advocate for letter carriers
across the Commonwealth of Massachusetts.

RECOGNIZING RAINIER BEACH
HIGH SCHOOL

HON. ADAM SMITH
OF WASHINGTON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, April 30, 2015
Mr. SMITH of Washington. Mr. Speaker, |

rise to honor Rainier Beach High School in
Seattle, Washington for increasing its gradua-
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tion rate by 25 percent since 2011. Located in
the southeastern region of Seattle along the
shores of Lake Washington, Rainier Beach
High School first opened its doors in 1960,
and is currently home to about 400 students
from the 9th Congressional District.

In previous years, Rainier Beach suffered
low enrollment and graduation numbers, as
well as high dropout rates. This suddenly
changed two years ago when parents, staff,
and community members of the Rainier Beach
neighborhood pushed for an investment in an
International Baccalaureate (IB) advanced
learning program. This investment was made
to improve the educational outcomes for all
students at Rainier Beach. IB is a proven aca-
demic curriculum for 11th and 12th grade stu-
dents across the nation that challenges young
adults and prepares them for higher edu-
cation. Students who have successfully com-
pleted IB classes have the opportunity to earn
an IB diploma, making them more academi-
cally competitive in the college application
process.

Since the implementation of this program,
Rainier Beach High School has witnessed tre-
mendous improvements in the academic suc-
cess of their students. Graduation rates have
risen substantially in recent years, with 79 per-
cent of seniors graduating with high school di-
plomas this past spring. Moreover, Rainier
Beach continues to exceed the Seattle School
District's average graduation rate of 74 per-
cent.

Mr. Speaker, it is with great pleasure that |
congratulate Rainier Beach High School on
this academic achievement. | am extremely
proud of Rainier Beach for valuing education
and promoting growth. Their success story
sets the bar very high for schools around the
country.

2015 14TH CONGRESSIONAL
DISTRICT ART COMPETITION

HON. MICHAEL F. DOYLE

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 30, 2015

Mr. MICHAEL F. DOYLE of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, | rise today to recognize the ar-
tistic ability of a young man from my Congres-
sional District, Andrew Lowery from the Pitts-
burgh Creative and Performing Arts School.
Mr. Lowery is the winner of the 2015 14th
Congressional District of Pennsylvania’s High
School Art Competition, “An Artistic Dis-
covery.” Mr. Lowery’s artwork, a self-portrait in
graphite, was selected from a number of out-
standing entries to this year's competition.

In fact, 63 works from 15 different schools
in Pennsylvania’s 14th Congressional District
were submitted to our panel of respected local
artists. It's a real tribute to Mr. Lowery’s skill
and vision that his work was chosen as the
winner of this year's competition.

Mr. Lowery’s artwork will represent the 14th
Congressional District of Pennsylvania in the
national exhibit of high school students’ art-
work that will be displayed in the United
States Capitol over the coming year. | encour-
age my colleagues as well as any visitor to
Capitol Hill to view Mr. Lowery’s artwork,
along with the winning entries from the high
school art contests held in other Congres-
sional Districts, which will be on display in the
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