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EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

HONORING BRIAN KADING ON HIS
RETIREMENT FROM IOWA ASSO-
CIATION OF ELECTRIC COOPERA-
TIVES

HON. DAVID LOEBSACK

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 5, 2015

Mr. LOEBSACK. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to congratulate Brian Kading on his retirement
from the lowa Association of Electric Coopera-
tives. He has spent the last 19 years as the
Executive Vice President leading the organiza-
tion during times of unprecedented change in
the electric utility industry. Brian successfully
guided the membership of the IAEC through
deregulation in the mid-90s and has been the
steady hand ever since.

When winter storms struck the co-ops,
Brian’s leadership ensured that the IAEC was
prepared to provide the high level coordination
necessary to get the trucks and the crews
from in and out of state to the areas that were
most needed.

Brian has been a tireless defender of the
cooperative business model always keeping
the organization focused on the cooperative
principles. In recognition of his achievements,
he received the William F. Matson Democracy
Award, but in typical Brian Kading fashion, re-
fused to accept the award and instead had the
award given the |AEC grassroots advocates.
Under his leadership the organization also re-
ceived the Paul Revere Award which is a very
proud accomplishment that recognizes a well-
organized, highly motivated, broad based
grassroots advocacy program.

Brian Kading has exemplified the coopera-
tive principles and has truly lived the phrase
he coined: “Truth, Justice and the Cooperative
Way.”

IN HONOR OF THE LAUNCHING OF
DIRECT FLIGHTS BETWEEN DAL-
LAS/FT. WORTH INTERNATIONAL

AIRPORT (DFW) AND BELJING
CAPITAL INTERNATIONAL AIR-
PORT (PEK)

HON. KENNY MARCHANT

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 5, 2015

Mr. MARCHANT. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to celebrate the May 7th launch of American
Airlines Flight #89, a Boeing 777-200ER
which is scheduled to depart DFW at 11:20
a.m. for the first direct flight to Beijing. This
will be a significant milestone achievement, as
obtaining direct service for North Texas to Bei-
jing has been years in the making. | congratu-
late DFW Airport, the scores of state and local
officials involved, and business and commu-
nity leaders for their years of effort to land this
new direct service from the 24th Congres-
sional District to the capital of China.

American Airlines Flight #89 will add to the
growing list of direct flights from DFW to Asia.
North Texas passengers, as well as countless
connecting passengers from across the United
States and other countries, can now take ad-
vantage of American’s direct service from
DFW to Beijing, Hong Kong, Seoul, Shanghai,
and Tokyo-Narita. Many businesses have op-
erations in my district because of the easy and
frequent access to direct flights from DFW.
The Beijing service will make it easier for my
constituents to travel to China and destina-
tions throughout Asia for both business and
leisure.

The new flight to Beijing continues the larg-
est expansion in new international destinations
from DFW in the airport’s rich history. The Bei-
jing flight will complement other recently
added international service from DFW that
spans the globe from Bogota to Sydney. This
global route expansion will not stop with Bei-
jing, as in June new service from DFW will
begin to both Grand Cayman and Managua.
Each of these new international routes results
in new jobs and economic benefits for my con-
stituents and all of North Texas.

Mr. Speaker, it is an honor to recognize and
congratulate Dallas/Ft. Worth International Air-
port and American Airlines on their starting di-
rect service to Beijing.

————

HONORING THE MILITARY ORDER
OF THE PURPLE HEART, CHAP-
TER 393

HON. BETO O'ROURKE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 5, 2015

Mr. O'ROURKE. Mr. Speaker, | am privi-
leged to recognize the Military Order of the
Purple Heart Chapter 393, a distinguished
Veteran Service Organization in El Paso,
Texas.

Since 1932, Chapter 393 has served our
veteran population not just in El Paso County
but also southern New Mexico. It has also
been there for our Service Members stationed
at Fort Bliss. Chapter 393 upholds the tenants
of the Order of the Purple Heart by assisting
veterans’ families, providing memorial serv-
ices, and engaging the community to help bet-
ter serve veterans.

Chartered by Congress in 1958, The Military
Order of the Purple Heart is composed of mili-
tary men and women who received the Purple
Heart Medal for wounds suffered in combat.
Although its membership is restricted to the
combat wounded, the organization supports all
veterans and their families with a number of
programs led by dedicated members like Rob-
ert Macias in El Paso. Mr. Macias is a national
certified service officer and works tirelessly at
the El Paso VA Outpatient Facility to ensure
our community’s veterans receive the care
they deserve. | thank him for his leadership.

The Military Order of the Purple Heart
Chapter 393 is an asset to our veteran com-

munity and the El Paso area. | thank the Mili-
tary Order of the Purple Heart Chapter 393 for
their commitment to honoring our veterans in
the El Paso community.

————

RECOGNIZING THE 125TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF ORANGE MOUND IN
MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE

HON. STEVE COHEN

OF TENNESSEE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 5, 2015

Mr. COHEN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the 125th anniversary of Orange
Mound, an historic and cultural hub in Mem-
phis, Tennessee. Founded in 1890, Orange
Mound was the first American community de-
veloped specifically for African-Americans to
buy land and purchase homes. From the early
twentieth century into the 1970s, the commu-
nity was said to be home to the largest con-
centration of African-Americans outside of
Harlem, New York, and like Harlem, Orange
Mound has a rich history of talent and eco-
nomic independence.

Orange Mound is home to some of the most
well-known leaders and entrepreneurs in
Memphis. Its residents have included the late
Judge Otis Higgs, Jr., the first African-Amer-
ican sheriff in Shelby County, Tennessee and
an instrumental figure in overturning the runoff
provision in Memphis’ citywide races, which
led to the election of the city’s first African-
American mayor. Fred Davis, the first African-
American insurance policy writing agent in
Tennessee, the first African-American to own
an insurance agency in the South, the first Af-
rican-American member of the Independent In-
surance Agents of America and the first Afri-
can-American Chairman of the Memphis City
Council was also a noteworthy Memphian who
claimed Orange Mound as his home.

Orange Mound is also well-known for Mel-
rose High School, an all-black school that was
also founded in 1890 and remains revered in
the community today. Many great athletes
lived in Orange Mound and attended Melrose,
including NFL cornerback Barry Wilburn who
played for eight seasons from 1985 to 1996
and won a Super Bowl ring with the Wash-
ington Redskins in their 42-10 victory at
Super Bowl XXII. His father, Jesse, coached
football at Melrose from 1959 to 1968 and his
mother, Margaret, was a track and field
bronze medalist in the 1956 Summer Olym-
pics. Bobby “Bingo” Smith was a college All-
American basketball player at the University of
Tulsa, a top ten pick in the 1969 NBA Draft
and played for the San Diego Rockets, the
Cleveland Cavaliers and the San Diego Clip-
pers. Track star and Olympic gold (1996) and
silver (1992) medalist Rochelle Stevens also
attended Melrose and in 2007, the Memphis
City Council renamed a street in her honor.
Memphis State University (MSU) men’s bas-
ketball coach Larry Finch, who helped ease
race relations during a sharply divided era, led
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the Memphis State Tigers to the NCAA Tour-
nament finals as a teammate, and then
coached the team to its greatest number of
wins, was also from Orange Mound and at-
tended Melrose High School.

Other notable Melrose alumni athletes in-
clude 1968 to 1971 NFL player Sam Walton,
who played for the New York Jets when they
won Super Bowl lll; Ronnie Robinson, who
played at MSU with Larry Finch and helped
lead the team to the 1973 Final Four; Melrose
1974 state champion and MSU point guard
Alvin Wright, who also helped MSU to a four
year record of 80-34; John “Big John” Gunn
played for MSU from 1974 to 1976; power for-
ward for MSU and 1979 NBA Round 2 draft
pick James Bradley; All-American William
Bedford who also played in the NBA from
1986 to 1993; and NFL player Jerome Woods
from 1996 to 2005.

Melrose High School has also graduated top
scholars, including Dellarontay Readus.
Dellarontay scored a 31 on the ACT, is
Melrose’s class of 2015 valedictorian and was
awarded a full academic scholarship by Stan-
ford University. Melrose has also graduated
three “all college expenses paid” Bill Gates
Scholars.

In addition to being home to many Memphis
greats, Orange Mound has served as a hub
for live music and entertainment. The W.C.
Handy Theater located on Park Avenue was
built by a group of Memphis businessmen and
was a popular entertainment attraction for sev-
eral years. Such premier acts of the day in-
cluded Count Basie, Sarah Vaughan, Lionel
Hampton, and Memphis legends B.B. King,
Bukka White and Willie Mitchell. Internationally
famed jazz saxophonist and CEO of the
Soulsville Foundation, Kirk Whalum, got his
start in music playing for the Melrose High
School band.

Religion has also been central to the Or-
ange Mound community. It is the only commu-
nity in America with six churches over 100
years old and many more that are over 75
years old. Particularly well-known churches in-
clude Mt. Pisgah CME Church at the corner of
Park Avenue and Marchaneil, which was
founded in the late 1870s and played a role in
assisting activists during the Civil Rights
Movement, and Mount Moriah Baptist Church,
which was founded in 1879 before moving to
its present-day location at the corner of David
and Carnes Streets in 1883. Today, descend-
ants of the founders of many churches in Or-
ange Mound still attend these historic houses
of worship and serve in the community.

Since 1990, Memphis has played host to
the Southern Heritage Classic football game
between Tennessee State University and
Jackson State University at the Liberty Bowl
Stadium, which helps form the northern border
of Orange Mound. In that same year, the Or-
ange Mound Parade Committee was formed
to honor Memphian Fred Jones for his dedi-
cated work in establishing the Southern Herit-
age Classic. As the Congressman for Ten-
nessee’s Ninth District, which includes Orange
Mound, | have been honored to participate in
this parade as it travels down Park Avenue
and passes Melrose High School, homes,
local businesses and Orange Mound'’s historic
churches. | have met with the residents of Or-
ange Mound and am always inspired by their
commitment to the revitalization and renais-
sance of this historic community in America.

In commemoration of the anniversary, the
United States Postal Office has issued a spe-
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cial postmark cancellation honoring Orange
Mound. It was designed by the residents of
Orange Mound and | was happy to work with
the new Memphis Postmaster, Jennifer Vo, to
make this a reality. As the first all African-
American community in America that has been
home to many internationally known African-
Americans who have contributed to American
culture, the Orange Mound community is truly
part of American history and is deserving of
this special recognition. As such, | ask all of
my colleagues to join me in recognizing the
125th anniversary of Orange Mound in Mem-
phis, Tennessee.

———

RECOGNIZING MARY AGEE ON HER
RETIREMENT AS PRESIDENT
AND CEO OF NORTHERN VIR-
GINIA FAMILY SERVICE

HON. BARBARA COMSTOCK

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 5, 2015

Mrs. COMSTOCK. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
in honor of Mary Agee and her service as
president and CEO of Northern Virginia Family
Service (NVFS). She will step down in June
after leading the agency, with distinction, for
27 years.

The organization we know today as the
NVFS originated in 1924 in Alexandria, Vir-
ginia, as an organization with one volunteer
and no operating budget. Mary Agee joined
the staff of this organization as a family coun-
selor in 1972 and rose to the position of dep-
uty director in 1978. When she received this
promotion NVFS had 11 staff and an annual
operating budget of $178,000. Under her lead-
ership the organization grew to its current size
of 350 employees, 3,600 volunteers and oper-
ating budget of $32 million. NVFS is now the
largest private, nonprofit human service orga-
nization in Northern Virginia.

Mr. Speaker, every year, almost 34,000
families and individuals utilize the human serv-
ice programs offered by NVFS which include:
housing and emergency services, early child-
hood programs, health & mental health serv-
ices, workforce development programs legal
assistance, anti-hunger programs, and inter-
vention & prevention programs. The NVFS
has taken an aggressive role supporting com-
munity partnerships under the leadership of
Mary Agee and has been able to collaborate
with other human services agencies to provide
comprehensive multi-agency service provi-
sions for their clients. NVFS’s dedicated ap-
proach to serving others has earned them an
impeccable reputation for their ability to sta-
bilize and assist families in crisis. They are
truly angels in our community.

Following the devastating September 11th
Terrorist Attacks at the Pentagon, NVFS was
selected by the Community Foundation of the
National Capital Area to manage the 9/11 Sur-
vivors’ Fund. Mary Agee has said that the abil-
ity of the NVFS to directly provide the families
of the victims of the attack with vital human
services is the proudest moment in her nearly
four decades of service to her community.

Mr. Speaker, | am honored to ask my col-
leagues to join me in congratulating Mrs. Mary
Agee upon her retirement from the Northern
Virginia Family Service. Her dedicated hard
work and service in the Northern Virginia
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Community has touched and improved the
lives of countless families and individuals. We
know she will continue to provide years of
service to her community in whatever she
chooses to do and we sincerely thank her for
her service, and wish her the best on all future
endeavors.

HONORING DR. ALAN RAY
HON. MIKE QUIGLEY

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 5, 2015

Mr. QUIGLEY. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the achievements of Dr. S. Alan
Ray. After seven years of exemplary service
as President of Elmhurst College he will be re-
tiring in June of this year.

Since beginning his tenure at Elmhurst Col-
lege in July of 2008, he has been vital to the
development and execution of many trans-
formative projects. On his first day he an-
nounced the first strategic planning process in
the school’s history. This plan set the ground
work for the many improvements that would
follow.

Under Dr. Ray’s leadership, Elmhurst Col-
lege has improved its standing in the Chicago
Metropolitan area by forming partnerships with
John Marshall Law School, Elmhurst Memorial
Healthcare, Roosevelt University, and a vari-
ety of other institutions. EImhurst College has
also seen an increase in diversity, with a 20%
increase in students of color during his 7
years.

In 2012, the School for Professional Studies
was launched under the supervision of Dr.
Ray. This new school is a source of graduate
education as well as adult learning. These op-
portunities help those already in the workforce
to remain competitive in our ever-changing
economy.

| invite my colleagues to join me honoring
Dr. S. Alan Ray for the work he has done for
Elmhurst College, his community, and this
great nation by helping to improve the lives of
thousands of students. We thank him for his
invaluable service, and wish him well in his fu-
ture endeavors.

——————

RECOGNIZING ASIAN-PACIFIC
AMERICAN HERITAGE MONTH

HON. AUMUA AMATA COLEMAN
RADEWAGEN

OF AMERICAN SAMOA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 5, 2015

Mrs. RADEWAGEN. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today in observance of Asian-Pacific American
Heritage Month. | extend my warm wishes to
all Asian-Pacific Americans (APA), whose con-
tributions to our society cannot be under-
stated. From our unique culture, culinary prac-
tices and art, to the construction of vital infra-
structure and contributions to science and
technology, APA’s have always been at the
forefront of American innovation.

In 1977, Congress declared the first week of
May as Asian-Pacific American Heritage week;
and in 1992 passed a resolution that set aside
the entire month to recognize APA’s and the
many contributions that they have made to
American culture, science and industry.
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As the Senior, APA Republican in Con-
gress, | want to take this opportunity to cele-
brate the beginning of Asian-Pacific American
Heritage Month. | could not be more proud of
the influence and contributions of those who
came before me. It is their memory and sac-
rifices that drive me while performing my du-
ties as the Member of Congress who rep-
resents American Samoa and | look forward to
continuing the important work that they began.

Mr. Speaker, | ask all Members of the U.S.
House of Representatives to join me in recog-
nizing the many contributions that APA’s have
made to this great nation and | ask that we
carry this spirit throughout the entire year.

————

HONORING CAPTAIN GEORGE
KLEIN

HON. ROBERT J. DOLD

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 5, 2015

Mr. DOLD. Mr. Speaker, today, | rise to rec-
ognize Captain George Klein of the United
States Army. Captain Klein served during
World War Il and fought valiantly during the in-
vasion of Normandy. As a member of the 2nd
Ranger Battalion, Captain Klein took part in
the dangerous mission of scaling the cliffs at
Pointe Du Hoc.

On June 6, 1944, Captain Klein led Fox
Company as they began the invasion of Nor-
mandy. Upon landing, the Company charged
the cliffs of Pointe Du Hoc and began to climb
the 100 feet to the top. After scaling the cliffs
Captain Klein was injured by a German sol-
dier. Thankfully, Captain Klein was given med-
ical treatment and recovered from his wounds
in England.

Captain Klein will be returning to the cliffs at
Pointe Du Hoc this year in recognition of the
71st anniversary of D-Day. Captain Klein’s un-
wavering courage and gallantry displayed dur-
ing the landing at Normandy deserves our ut-
most respect and gratitude. He is truly an
American hero, and lllinois’ 10th Congres-
sional District is lucky to have him as a resi-
dent.

RECOGNIZING CINCO DE MAYO
HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 5, 2015

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize the holiday of Cinco de
Mayo commemorating the victory of the Mexi-
can Army 1862 over France at the Battle of
Puebla during the Franco-Mexican War.

Certain of Victory, 6,000 French troops led
by General Charles Latrille de Lorencez at-
tacked the city of Puebla de Los Angeles, but
the 2,000 Mexican soldiers led by the Texas-
born General Zaragoza defeated the French
with 100 casualties as opposed to the 500 sol-
diers lost by the French.

Cinco de Mayo has evolved in the United
States into a celebration of Mexican culture
and heritage.

Different traditions surrounding Cinco de
Mayo include parades, mariachi music per-
formances, and street festivals and the serving
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of foods such as tacos and mole poblano;
specifically in areas with a large Mexican-
American population.

Houston, Texas, along with Los Angeles,
and Chicago are home to the largest Cinco de
Mayo celebrations in the nation.

As of March 2014, Latinos made up 38.2%
of the Texas population, so it is very important
to recognize and celebrate their culture.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in the recognition of Cinco de Mayo and cele-
brate Mexican culture as well as the victory at
the Battle of Pueblo.

————

HONORING THE AMERICAN
LEGION, PASO DEL NORTE POST 58

HON. BETO O’'ROURKE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 5, 2015

Mr. O'ROURKE. Mr. Speaker, | am honored
to rise today to recognize the American Legion
Post 58 located in Northeast ElI Paso on Vul-
can Avenue, also known as the El Paso Del
Norte Post. | am pleased to recognize them as
a distinguished Veteran Services Organization
in my district.

As one of the largest VSOs in Texas, the
Paso Del Norte Post's engagement with our
veteran community is exemplary. Several of
the officers at this post serve or have served
on national committees and commissions of
the American Legion. In the fall of 2014, a
team from the American Legion national orga-
nization visited El Paso and worked with the
El Paso VA to provide medical care to vet-
erans in need. The visiting group of the Amer-
ican Legion, led by Verna Jones, Director of
the Veterans Affairs and Rehabilitation Divi-
sion in Washington, D.C., also hosted a town
hall at the ElI Paso Del Norte headquarters
where over 400 veterans attended.

Post 58 further provided accommodations to
their national counterparts for four additional
days to assist veterans through their “Veteran
Crisis Command Center” where a team known
as a “triage team” was available to help vet-
erans get access to the medical care they de-
serve. The American Legion Post 58’s com-
mitment to our community’s veterans is re-
markable and their team is comprised of dedi-
cated veterans who volunteer their time to
serve fellow veterans. The American Legion in
my district is currently led by Richard Britton.
| thank him for his leadership.

The American Legion Paso Del Norte Post
58 is an asset to our veteran community and
El Paso. | thank Post 58 for their commitment
to honoring our veterans and for helping
strengthen the bonds in the EI Paso commu-
nity.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF THE 40TH
ANNIVERSARY OF HAVEN

HON. DEBBIE DINGELL

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 5, 2015

Mrs. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize HAVEN and its staff and volunteers
for their 40 years of service to domestic and
sexual violence victims and their families.
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HAVEN is a nationally recognized non-profit
leader whose survivor-centered services honor
survivors as experts of their own experiences.
HAVEN empowers nearly 30,000 people each
year by providing shelter, counseling, advo-
cacy and education programming.

HAVEN'’s vision of promoting a world of
safe, equal and accountable communities is
inspiring and moves us ever closer to eradi-
cating sexual assault and domestic violence,
especially against women and girls, who are
disproportionately victimized by their partners
and others. Their programs educate our com-
munity about recognizing abusive behaviors,
understanding the problem and our role in pre-
vention, and how we can refuse to contribute
to a culture of domestic abuse. | join them in
asserting their guiding principle, that we all
have a right to live without fear.

HAVEN should also be commended on their
recent groundbreaking for a new facility. The
new campus will only expand their ability to
provide medical, legal, educational, and eco-
nomic support to survivors and their families.
When they opened in 1975, there were no
laws to protect victims from stalking or assault.
This new facility will serve as a beacon of
hope and a statement that their community will
support and protect them.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
today to honor HAVEN for their 40 years of
leadership in combating domestic violence and
sexual assault. | thank them for their commit-
ment to our community and wish them many
more years of success.

———

HONORING JAN ALDERTON OF THE
CUMBERLAND TIMES-NEWS

HON. JOHN K. DELANEY

OF MARYLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 5, 2015

Mr. DELANEY. Mr. Speaker, | would like to
recognize and honor Mr. Jan Alderton, Man-
aging Editor at the Cumberland Times-News,
for his incredible career and his retirement
after nearly 48 years of journalism.

Jan started at the Cumberland News in
1967 as a proofreader. Eventually, he worked
his way through almost every newsroom posi-
tion. From his coverage of the Maryland Gen-
eral Assembly in the 1970’s, to his work as a
sports reporter, Jan showed true commitment
to his craft, and worked hard to publish the
best stories each day.

In 1987, Jan was named Managing Editor of
the Times-News for the first time. There, Jan
strived to make sure readers of the Times-
News had access to breaking stories and the
best reporting. His service to the people of Al-
legany County will be dearly missed.

Local journalism, like that at the Cum-
berland Times-News, provides a critical serv-
ice for communities nationwide, highlighting
events that aren’t covered elsewhere. When it
comes to reading hometown news, there’s
only one place to find it, and that’'s your home-
town paper.

| ask that you and my other distinguished
colleagues help me in honoring Mr. Jan
Alderton, for his dedication to honest reporting
and his commitment to the people of Cum-
berland. Let's wish Jan a happy and healthy
retirement.
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IN HONOR OF BOB ROBERTS

HON. SAM FARR

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 5, 2015

Mr. FARR. Mr. Speaker, | rise to bring to
the House’s attention that Bob Roberts, the
President of the renowned California Ski In-
dustry Association is retiring. Perhaps we
ought to alert the federal agencies to be on
the lookout for the impending consequences.
Ski lifts will stop running, avalanches will start
falling, snow accumulation will dramatically de-
crease. My God, Mr. Speaker, how can this
country even exist without Bob Roberts at the
helm? And it's not even just the U.S. who will
be affected, for he is known as the Peace
Corps volunteer who put Peru on the map.
Will the Andes now disappear without him?
Take a look at his distinguished career.

Mr. Roberts began his career in the ski in-
dustry in 1969 as operator of Mt. Shasta Ski
Area. He held this post until 1975, after which,
he founded the California Ski Industry Asso-
ciation. He has stood at the helm of the CSIA
for 40 years, working from the ground up to
create an organization which has effectively
continued to improve and enhance the thriving
ski industry in my home state of California.
Through successful campaigns such as the
“Ski California USA” and an award winning
cooperative promotion with Virgin Atlantic Air-
ways, Bob and the CSIA have been able to at-
tract unprecedented levels of domestic and
international visitors to California’s alpine and
cross-country resorts.

Bob Roberts received his undergraduate BA
in political science from Stanford University
and an MBA in international business from
Columbia University. After graduation, he was
one of the very first Peace Corps volunteers
sent to Peru. During his time in Peru he
served in the Andes as a supervisor on the
development and construction of a hotel and
thermal baths. He then continued his work
with the Peace Corps, serving as regional di-
rector in Bolivia and then director for the Latin
American training center in Escondido, Cali-
fornia. Bob’s selfless work with the Peace
Corps would equip him with a political apti-
tude, a disposition towards public service and
a keen interest in the resort business.

A true icon in the tourism industry, Mr. Rob-
erts was also instrumental in the creation of
the California Travel and Tourism Commis-
sion. He was elected Vice Chair of the first
commission and also served for six years as
chair of the marketing committee, directing
California’s tourism programs.

As well as a tireless advocate for the tour-
ism industry, Bob is also a devoted husband
to his wife, Betty, and a father of two, Kirsten
and Christopher, and grandfather to five.

Mr. Speaker, | know that | speak on behalf
of the entire House in thanking my friend from
the Peace Corps for his exceptional service
and | wish him the very best in the next chap-
ter of his life.
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HONORING THE DAILY BREEZE
NEWSPAPER FOR WINNING THE
PULITZER PRIZE

HON. TED LIEU

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 5, 2015

Mr. TED LIEU of California. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to honor the Daily Breeze news-
paper, which won a Pulitzer Prize for local re-
porting for their investigation into the corrup-
tion at Centinela Valley Union High School
District.

| want to commend the Daily Breeze for
their exceptional journalism and congratulate
them on this honor. | was overjoyed to hear
that they had received the award. All of the
Daily Breeze’s editors, journalists, and staff
should be enormously proud, and they do
great credit to the 33rd Congressional District.

The Daily Breeze excels in many areas, in-
cluding political journalism, acting as a vital
watchdog to address problems in government.
Their investigation into the Centinela School
District exposed the culture of corruption with-
in the district’'s administration. Despite the ex-
cessive salaries given to the administration’s
leadership, the district was cutting important
academic programs, scoring poorly on student
performance evaluations, and hurting the edu-
cations of students whose job it was for them
to help.

The Daily Breeze’s investigation resulted in
the removal of the school superintendent and
led the FBI and Los Angeles District Attorney
to open investigations into the district’s shady
dealings. Without the Daily Breeze’s fine re-
porting, this waste of taxpayer money and
abuse of the public’s trust might never have
been brought to light.

The paper has served as the voice of Tor-
rance and the entire South Bay area since
1894. For more than a hundred years, the
Daily Breeze combines comprehensive na-
tional reporting with innovative and hard-hitting
local coverage. As a Torrance resident, | have
been reading the Daily Breeze for nearly two
decades. Whether reporting on government,
local entertainment or criminal investigations,
the Daily Breeze exemplifies the best ideals of
journalism: creativity, civic service, and integ-
rity. | am proud to honor the Daily Breeze
leadership, reporters, and employees as they
celebrate their first Pulitzer Prize.

——
DISAPPROVAL OF DISTRICT OF
COLUMBIA REPRODUCTIVE

HEALTH NON-DISCRIMINATION
AMENDMENT ACT OF 2014

SPEECH OF

HON. CHRIS VAN HOLLEN

OF MARYLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 30, 2015

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Madam Speaker, | rise
to express my opposition to H.J. Res. 43, a
bill that aims to overturn the Reproductive
Health Non-discrimination Amendment Act
(RHNDA) which was recently passed by the
DC City Council.

The purpose of the RHNDA is to prevent
DC employers from discriminating against
workers for making personal reproductive
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health decisions that conflict with the ex-
pressed values of their employer. For exam-
ple, the law prevents the firing of an employee
for getting pregnant outside of marriage.

Supporters of H.J. Res. 43 say the bill’s in-
tent is to protect the rights of employers who
do not want to be forced to support the repro-
ductive decisions of their employees. How-
ever, the RHNDA imposes no new require-
ments on employers to provide health insur-
ance and does not change the insurance poli-
cies of current workers in any way. RHNDA'’s
aim is simply to ensure that workers are
judged based on their work decision-making,
rather than on their personal health decision-
making.

This Republican bill is not only an assault
on workers’ rights; it is also an assault on the
rights of self-determination of the people of
Washington D.C. Why should an Idaho con-
gressman be able to overturn the unanimous
decision of an elected body which is simply
expressing the will of the DC voters that elect-
ed it?

For these reasons, | oppose this bill and |
encourage my colleagues to do the same.

—

ENERGY AND WATER DEVELOP-
MENT AND RELATED AGENCIES
APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2016

SPEECH OF

HON. DAVID N. CICILLINE

OF RHODE ISLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 30, 2015

The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the state of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 2028) making ap-
propriations for energy and water develop-
ment and related agencies for the fiscal year
ending September 30, 2016, and for other pur-
poses:

Mr. CICILLINE. Mr. Chair, | am concerned
that the Fiscal Year 2016 Energy and Water
Appropriations Bill passed on May 1st limits
investment in renewable energy and energy
efficiency at the expense of increased invest-
ment in fossil fuels, risking the future of Amer-
ica’s clean energy future. It is vitally important
that the United States continue to make strong
investments in clean energy technologies, so
that we can move away from reliance on dirty
and expensive fossil fuels. By adhering to se-
quester level caps for non-defense spending
risks the future of an American clean energy
economy.

In addition to the spending cuts, | am deeply
concerned about misguided rider included in
the bill that would prevent funding of the Na-
tional Ocean Policy, which permits better co-
ordination among federal agencies responsible
for coastal and ocean planning.

In 2011, ocean industries supported 2.8 mil-
lion jobs and $282 billion in GDP. Our 21st
century economy depends on our oceans, but
there is increasing pressure on and competi-
tion for resources. Ocean planning seeks to
reduce these conflicts and strengthen the re-
silience of ocean communities and eco-
systems.

In the Northeast, our Regional Ocean Coun-
cil has allowed our states to pool resources
and businesses to have a voice in decision-
making and has coordinated with federal part-
ners to ensure all stakeholders have a voice
in the process.
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Allowing federal agencies to coordinate im-
plementation of over 100 ocean laws and giv-
ing state and local governments a voice in the
ocean planning process is smart public policy,
and | hope that as the Appropriations process
moves forward we will remove this harmful
provision from the Energy and Water Bill.

| would like to note that this year's Energy
and Water bill includes $10 million for environ-
mental infrastructure projects within the Army
Corps of Engineers’ General Construction ac-
count. These funds are vitally important to
communities that desperately require improve-
ments to their water and sanitation infrastruc-
ture, and may require additional funds to do
S0.

We require, quite rightly, water and sewage
treatment plants to maintain federally man-
dated standards to keep our water supply safe
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and sustainable. About 72% of the population
is served by sewage treatment plants, but 3.8
million of those people are served by facilities
providing less than secondary treatment,
which is a basic requirement by federal law.
Often, the financial burden to meet these re-
quirements falls on state and local govern-
ments. This can leave communities experi-
encing financial distress with outdated infra-
structure and facing down huge costs to bring
them in line with requirements. And this af-
fects all of us, as aging wastewater manage-
ment systems discharge billions of gallons of
untreated sewage into U.S. surface waters
each year.

For example, in my home state of Rhode Is-
land a large-scale restoration is underway to
improve the 143 year old waterworks infra-
structure that runs through Cranston and Prov-

E659

idence and serves a majority of the state. Ac-
cording to local news reports the project may
take up to 40 years. In the northern part of our
state, Woonsocket is planning its own major
reconstruction of its water infrastructure, built
in the 1930s, as they grapple with aging
equipment that can no longer comply with en-
vironmental regulations.

| applaud the excellent planning and fund-
raising being done in Rhode Island to meet
the needs of our aging water infrastructure,
and | note the benefit that having access to
Army Corps of Engineers expertise and funds
adds to local governments striving to meet the
infrastructure needs of their communities.

| urge my colleagues to include robust fund-
ing for Army Corps environmental infrastruc-
ture programs in the final Energy and water
spending bill.
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