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the bipartisan Iran bill. Then it is my 
hope to turn to another bipartisan 
measure, the Bipartisan Congressional 
Trade Priorities and Accountability 
Act—TPA. 

This bill would enhance Congress’s 
role in the trade process while ensuring 
Presidents of either party have the 
necessary tools to secure strong, en-
forceable trade agreements for Amer-
ican workers. Here is why that is im-
portant. Without this bipartisan legis-
lation, American workers and farmers, 
including from my home State of Ken-
tucky, will not be able to reap the re-
wards of selling more made-in-America 
goods to places such as Europe and the 
Pacific. 

This is a bill we should all want to 
support. So it won’t surprise anyone to 
hear this bill has substantial bipar-
tisan support. It even passed the Com-
mittee on Finance on an overwhelming 
vote of 20 to 6—20 to 6. 

But of course we have already heard 
of an attempt to stand in the way of 
this bipartisan effort to debate this 
legislation. We have already heard of 
yet another effort to make a partisan 
stand against a bipartisan accomplish-
ment that would help grow opportuni-
ties for our constituents. 

So yes, some may oppose allowing 
American workers to compete and win 
in new markets. Some may not be all 
that excited about selling more prod-
ucts stamped ‘‘Made in America’’ to 
places such as Europe and the Pacific. 
But the reality is the American people 
deserve more opportunities, not more 
special interest roadblocks. 

That is why I plan, with the support 
of Members of both parties, to turn to 
the Bipartisan Congressional Trade 
Priorities and Accountability Act once 
we finish the Iran bill. 

f 

RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY 
LEADER 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
Democratic leader is recognized. 

f 

CINCO DE MAYO 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, the history 
of Cinco de Mayo is one that is largely 
unfamiliar to most Americans, but to 
Mexican Americans it is very familiar. 
It is a shame we don’t know more 
about it because the story of Cinco de 
Mayo is one of inspiration. It is the 
tale of a small military force that was 
vastly outnumbered but refused to ca-
pitulate. 

At the Battle of Puebla, 153 years 
ago, a small Mexican Army force found 
itself outnumbered two to one by the 
French. The outmatched soldiers re-
fused to give up. They couldn’t. That 
was not in their makeup. The future of 
Mexico rested on their shoulders. Unbe-
lievably, in spite of seemingly insur-
mountable odds, the Mexican Army re-
fused to give up. 

That is what we celebrate today— 
Cinco de Mayo. It is not just Mexican 
culture and history, but also the resil-

ient spirit that refuses to capitulate. 
Our United States is better off because 
of that spirit engendered by millions of 
Mexican Americans and, indeed, the 
entire Latino community. It is that 
same spirit today that injects new life 
into our communities. It is that same 
spirit possessed by generations of Mexi-
can Americans that has fueled the eco-
nomics and vibrancy of communities 
throughout the Southwest. It is that 
same spirit that empowers Latino stu-
dents to push themselves to new 
heights. And it is that same indomi-
table spirit that inspires Hispanic 
Americans to defend our country on 
the front lines around the world, as 
they have done for many, many dec-
ades. 

Hispanic heritage in this country has 
never been stronger. Now it falls upon 
us, as Members of Congress, to support 
Mexican Americans and the greater 
Latino community to reach the prom-
ise of the American dream. We can do 
that by investing in working American 
families, not by kicking families off 
their health insurance, as my friend 
the Republican leader spoke of in this 
budget that is balanced in name only. 
Really, you can keep talking about 
how balanced something is, but if it is 
unbalanced, it is still unbalanced. 

The Republicans want to repeal 
ObamaCare for 16.5 million people—and 
on and on with all the things that are 
good in that legislation and that have 
so changed America. In this budget, 
they want to strip children’s financial 
aid to go to college or cut job training 
programs—and on and on with what 
they want to do in this budget. 

They talk about this great meeting 
that took place to come up with this 
final bill in conference. That con-
ference took about 10 minutes. They 
knew what they wanted to do, and they 
did it very quickly. The Republican 
budget is unfair, it is unbalanced, it is 
unwise, and, as some have said, it is 
immoral. 

So as we celebrate Cinco de Mayo 
today, I hope we will remember that 
unrelenting Mexican spirit that pre-
vailed on the battlefield 153 years ago. 
But more importantly, I hope we will 
recognize that the same spirit is among 
us today, in the homes of Mexican 
Americans across America. 

f 

HIGHWAY TRUST FUND AND FISA 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, on another 
matter, the Senate has a lot to do be-
fore the recess for Memorial Day. We 
need to finish the Corker-Cardin Iran 
legislation. We need to wrap up work 
on the budget resolution. But in addi-
tion to those two important pieces of 
legislation, there are other pressing 
needs. Surface transportation expires 
while we are on recess. 

The highway trust fund runs out of 
money, and the authorization for the 
Federal highway program expires later 
this month. There are 63,500 bridges 
that are structurally deficient, and 
more than 50 percent of our roads are 

in disrepair. That is according to the 
Federal Highway Administration. 
Without reliable funding, our highways 
and bridges will only get worse, and 
that is an understatement. 

Six States already are delaying or 
canceling important transportation 
projects because of questions over fu-
ture funding—Arkansas, Delaware, 
Georgia, Mississippi, Tennessee, and 
Wyoming. 

The ranking member of the Judiciary 
Committee, the senior Senator from 
Vermont, said today that in Vermont— 
this tiny State, area-wise and popu-
lation-wise, with about 600,000 people 
in it—their construction timeframe is 
very, very narrow. They can’t do con-
struction during most of the year. 
They need to plan way ahead of time, 
and they can’t do that if there is noth-
ing to plan. States need certainty from 
Washington that they will receive their 
highway dollars before construction 
leaders put shovels in the ground. 

Nevada needs that certainty. Tour-
ism in Nevada welcomes over 50 mil-
lion visitors annually, resulting in 17 
billion miles traveled over our roads 
and highways. Nevada has $47.3 billion 
in statewide transportation needs. 
That is just one State. 

We must ensure our Nation’s high-
way system has the necessary funds to 
address the pressing needs, and they 
are not there. Transportation would be 
the first easy place to find agreement 
in Congress, and it is hard to com-
prehend, but the Republican majority 
in the Senate has not held a single 
hearing on this most important piece 
of legislation—not a single hearing, 
nothing. 

We want to work with Republicans to 
address our Nation’s crumbling infra-
structure. We understand the impor-
tance of transportation investment for 
working families across the country. 
Yet, stunningly, Republicans have ef-
fectively put our Nation’s transpor-
tation system on the back burner. 
Hearing the Republican leader’s state-
ment this morning, I guess that is 
going to continue. Procrastination is 
dangerous to American drivers and 
hurtful to our economy. The U.S. high-
way system is central to our Nation’s 
economic competitiveness. It is how we 
move goods and services. It is central 
to American families who use our roads 
and bridges each day to go to work and 
take their child to school. Congress 
should do more to support these work-
ing families and businesses. 

For every $1 billion we spend on in-
frastructure projects, we create 47,500 
jobs. Without strong Federal infra-
structure funding, the American Soci-
ety of Civil Engineers predicts that our 
country could lose $1 trillion in sales. 
That is almost 3.5 million jobs. Putting 
critical transportation investments on 
the back burner is not an effective way 
to govern, and I would hope we can 
have something done on highways be-
fore we go home for our recess. How 
can we be home in good conscience and 
say we tried but couldn’t get it done? 
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We also have to reform and reauthor-

ize FISA, the Foreign Intelligence Sur-
veillance Act. It is one thing that has 
kept us safe. The FISA provisions were 
expanded in the PATRIOT Act and 
they expire June 1. Senators LEAHY 
and LEE, a bipartisan team of Senators, 
have introduced a bill that would re-
form these important provisions so 
they strike the right balance between 
protecting our Nation’s security and 
preserving America’s civil liberties. An 
identical bill was reported out of the 
House Judiciary Committee with a 
strong bipartisan vote of 25 to 2. The 
House is out this week, but I hope they 
take it up next week. I am told they 
are going to. This is an issue that war-
rants our full debate and deserves the 
Senate’s attention before we leave. We 
have a lot to do and not much time. I 
hope Senate Republicans will help us 
move these important pieces of legisla-
tion without allowing either one to 
lapse. That is going out of business. 

f 

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the leadership time 
is reserved. 

f 

PROVIDING FOR CONGRESSIONAL 
DISAPPROVAL OF A RULE SUB-
MITTED BY THE NATIONAL 
LABOR RELATIONS BOARD— 
VETO 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the Senate will re-
sume consideration of the veto message 
to accompany S.J. Res. 8, which the 
clerk will report. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

Veto message to accompany S.J. Res. 8, a 
joint resolution providing for congressional 
disapproval under chapter 8 of title 5, United 
States Code, of the rule submitted by the Na-
tional Labor Relations Board relating to rep-
resentation case procedures. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Wyoming. 

f 

CONCURRENT RESOLUTION ON 
THE BUDGET, FISCAL YEAR 
2016—CONFERENCE REPORT—MO-
TION TO PROCEED 

Mr. ENZI. Mr. President, I move to 
proceed to the conference report to ac-
company S. Con. Res. 11, the budget 
resolution, and ask for the yeas and 
nays. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a 
sufficient second? 

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond. 

The yeas and nays have been ordered. 
The question is on agreeing to the 

motion. 
The clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

called the roll. 
Mr. CORNYN. The following Senators 

are necessarily absent: the Senator 
from Texas (Mr. CRUZ) and the Senator 
from Louisiana (Mr. VITTER). 

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the 
Senator from Maryland (Ms. MIKULSKI) 
is necessarily absent. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Are there 
any other Senators in the Chamber de-
siring to vote? 

The result was announced—yeas 53, 
nays 44, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 170 Leg.] 

YEAS—53 

Alexander 
Ayotte 
Barrasso 
Blunt 
Boozman 
Burr 
Capito 
Cassidy 
Coats 
Cochran 
Collins 
Corker 
Cornyn 
Cotton 
Crapo 
Daines 
Enzi 
Ernst 

Fischer 
Flake 
Gardner 
Graham 
Grassley 
Hatch 
Heller 
Hoeven 
Inhofe 
Isakson 
Johnson 
Kaine 
King 
Kirk 
Lankford 
Lee 
McCain 
McConnell 

Moran 
Murkowski 
Perdue 
Portman 
Risch 
Roberts 
Rounds 
Rubio 
Sasse 
Scott 
Sessions 
Shelby 
Sullivan 
Thune 
Tillis 
Toomey 
Wicker 

NAYS—44 

Baldwin 
Bennet 
Blumenthal 
Booker 
Boxer 
Brown 
Cantwell 
Cardin 
Carper 
Casey 
Coons 
Donnelly 
Durbin 
Feinstein 
Franken 

Gillibrand 
Heinrich 
Heitkamp 
Hirono 
Klobuchar 
Leahy 
Manchin 
Markey 
McCaskill 
Menendez 
Merkley 
Murphy 
Murray 
Nelson 
Paul 

Peters 
Reed 
Reid 
Sanders 
Schatz 
Schumer 
Shaheen 
Stabenow 
Tester 
Udall 
Warner 
Warren 
Whitehouse 
Wyden 

NOT VOTING—3 

Cruz Mikulski Vitter 

The motion was agreed to. 
f 

CONCURRENT RESOLUTION ON 
THE BUDGET, FISCAL YEAR 
2016—CONFERENCE REPORT 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The mo-
tion to proceed having been agreed to, 
the Chair lays before the Senate the 
conference report to accompany S. 
Con. Res. 11, which the clerk will re-
port. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
The committee of conference on the dis-

agreeing votes of the two Houses on the 
amendment of the House to the concurrent 
resolution (S. Con. Res. 11), setting forth the 
congressional budget for the United States 
Government for fiscal year 2016 and setting 
forth the appropriate budgetary levels for 
fiscal years 2017 through 2025, having met, 
have agreed that the Senate recede from its 
disagreement to the amendment of the 
House and agree to the same with an amend-
ment, and the House agree to the same, 
signed by a majority of the conferees on the 
part of both Houses. 

(The conference report is printed in 
the House proceedings of the RECORD of 
April 29, 2015.) 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Pursuant 
to section 305(c) of the Congressional 
Budget Act, there will now be up to 10 
hours of debate equally divided. 

The Senator from Wyoming. 
Mr. ENZI. Mr. President, today we 

have the historic opportunity to put 
our country on not just another course 

but a better course. This is because 
Congress is poised to approve its first 
balanced 10-year budget since 2001. This 
balanced budget represents a ‘‘lean in’’ 
moment for a Congress under new man-
agement to confront rapidly growing 
deficits borne from our government’s 
habitual overspending which plagues 
America and its taxpayers. 

Understanding this historical context 
is critical because our Nation currently 
faces one of the largest forecasted defi-
cits since the end of World War II. The 
joint Senate-House budget agreement, 
which produces billion-dollar surpluses 
in its final years, would be an accom-
plishment unequaled since 1947. 

The new leadership in the Senate is 
committed to getting back to work, 
which will allow us to begin rebuilding 
the trust of working Americans. In-
stead of allowing political points and 
partisan gridlock to take precedence 
over responsible governing, we are once 
again doing the people’s business. 

Make no mistake—America faces 
overwhelming odds as we work to steer 
our ship of state to more sustainable 
and fiscally responsible waters. Even as 
we take in record revenues and taxes, 
our Nation is still unable to live within 
its means. As some of America’s great-
est leaders have previously noted, 
these challenges are not undertaken 
because they are easy but because they 
are hard. 

Americans who work every day to 
pay their taxes and provide for their 
families understand that it is time for 
the Federal Government to live within 
its means, just as they do. Just imag-
ine if these families spent and bor-
rowed the way the Federal Government 
does. It would mean that a family with 
a median income of $52,000 would spend 
$61,000 a year. The family would add an 
additional $9,000 to the $311,000 they al-
ready would owe on their credit card. 
American families know they cannot 
live on borrowed money, and neither 
can the Federal Government. This bal-
anced budget shows these families that 
if they can do it, so can we. 

As with any budget, it is important 
to let the numbers speak on how this 
proposal helps make America stronger 
and more secure. This joint Senate- 
House congressional budget balances 
the budget within 10 years without 
raising taxes. It achieves more than $5 
trillion in savings. It produces a $32 bil-
lion surplus in 2024 and a $24 billion 
surplus in 2025 and stays in balance. It 
boosts the Nation’s economy by more 
than $400 billion in additional eco-
nomic growth over the next 10 years, 
according to the Congressional Budget 
Office. It is expected to grow 1.2 mil-
lion additional jobs over the next 10 
years, again based on the Congres-
sional Budget Office data. 

This balanced budget achieves real 
results and allows the Federal Govern-
ment to support Americans when it 
must and get out of the way when it 
should. 

Let me tell you about some of the 
highlights of this budget agreement. 
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