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Obama in 2010 in which he ‘. .. acknowl-
edged that the path to a world free of nu-
clear weapons will be long and difficult. It
will involve many steps:

Verifiably reducing nuclear arsenals as the
new START Treaty continues to do;

Ratifying and bringing into force the Com-
prehensive Test Ban Treaty;

Reducing our nation’s reliance on nuclear
weapons for security as the 2010 Nuclear Pos-
ture Review began to do;

Securing nuclear materials from terror-
ists;

Adopting a Fissile Material Cut-Off Treaty
to prohibit production of weapons-grade ma-
terial;

Strengthening the International Atomic
Energy Agency to monitor nonproliferation
efforts and ensure access to peaceful uses of
nuclear power; and

Other actions that take humanity in the
direction of a nuclear-weapons-free world.”’

The Cardinal went on to say, “We are pas-
tors and teachers, not technical experts. We
cannot map out the precise route to the goal
of eliminating nuclear weapons, but we can
offer moral direction and encouragement. Al-
though we cannot anticipate every step on the
path humanity must walk, we can point with
moral clarity to a destination that moves be-
yond deterrence to a world free of the nuclear
threat.”

Given these longstanding concerns of the
U.S. Bishops to reduce nuclear weapons and
secure nuclear materials, in April 2015, Bishop
Oscar Cantd, Chairman of the Committee on
International Justice and Peace, spoke on a
panel on “Nuclear Weapons and the Moral
Compass” sponsored by The Permanent Ob-
server Mission of the Holy See and The Glob-
al Security Institute at the UN Headquarters in
New York, and in November 2014, Bishop
Richard Pates, a member of the Committee,
spoke at a seminar on “Less Nuclear Stock-
piles and More Development” sponsored by
the Pontifical Academy of Sciences in Rome.

The bishops of the United States are deeply
engaged in the moral enterprise of working for
a world without nuclear weapons. As Bishop
Cantu said in his April UN talk: “To achieve
this goal, we must, in the words of Pope
Francis, acknowledge that ‘now is the time to
counter the logic of fear with the ethic of re-
sponsibility, and so foster a climate of trust
and sincere dialogue.’”

——————
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Mr. LUETKEMEYER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize the veterans of Veterans of
Foreign Wars Post 5327 in Wentzville, Mis-
souri for their participation in the 2015 Run for
the Wall.

Since 1989, Run for the Wall has united vet-
erans across the country through a 10-day
motorcycle ride spanning from Ontario, Cali-
fornia to the steps of the Lincoln Memorial in
Washington, DC. Participants of this ride are
not limited to just veterans; each year a num-
ber of current service members, families and
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supporters of our nation’s armed services join
veterans in this nationwide journey to find
healing and remember those we have lost in
battle.

As they make their way across the United
States, Run for the Wall riders visit memorials,
veterans’ hospitals, and schools to discuss
and pay tribute to the men and women who
have served this country with honor and dis-
tinction. Additionally, this event serves as a
time of reflection for all participants, building
awareness for those who are still missing and
emphasizing the motto that no soldier should
be left behind.

This year, participants will depart on three
different routes beginning on May 13, 2015.
The central route will arrive in Wentzville, Mis-
souri on the evening of May 18, 2015, wherein
VFW Post 5327 will provide dinner and lodg-
ing for riders. | would like to take this oppor-
tunity to thank all participants of the ride and
the veterans of VFW Post 5327 for their con-
tribution to the cause.

Throughout my time in Congress, | have
had the great privilege of meeting many of our
nation’s veterans, and | am always humbled
by their selflessness. They have made re-
markable sacrifices to protect the liberty we
enjoy in this great country. Without our na-
tion’s veterans, we would not have the rights
and privileges that we take for granted as
Americans each and every day.

In closing, | ask all my colleagues to join me
in honoring the Run for the Wall mission and
its participants.

———
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Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, nearly two
years have passed since a then-unknown 29-
year-old nerd-turned-international fugitive aired
the NSA’s dirty secrets to the world. Edward
Snowden is no patriot. However, the alarming
information about the NSA’s abuse of power
he revealed cannot be ignored. Until
Snowden, most Americans were unaware that
their own government was trampling on their
Fourth Amendment rights. Most people did not
know their every move could be tracked by
Big Brother. They trusted that this agency
acted purely in the interest of national security
to keep us safe. Not only were Americans in
the dark on this, but so were many Members
of Congress (including myself) who voted for
legislation that NSA then used and abused to
conduct its rogue activities.

Post 9/11 and with two ongoing wars, many
believed that government surveillance—includ-
ing warrantless searches and seizures—was
limited to foreign nationals, not American citi-
zens.

That would be consistent with federal law
and the Constitution. But this did not happen.
For example, NSA uses Section 215 of the
Patriot Act. The Patriot Act permits targeted
surveillance when that surveillance is justified
by a court. Instead, NSA collects bulk meta
data—such as surveillance of phone numbers
in whole zip codes or phone carriers. These
Soviet Style dragnet tactics went far beyond
the scope of what Congress authorized in
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Section 215 of the Patriot Act. Government
simply cannot disregard the law just because
it is inconvenient.

We also now realized that the agency has
misused and expanded the intent of Section
702 of the Foreign Intelligence Surveillance
Act (FISA). NSA uses Section 702 as a
means to gather not only data but content and
to allow law enforcement to later search this
data for information about American citizens
without a warrant. Because it gathers and
searches content of individual communica-
tions, Section 702 is more intrusive than Sec-
tion 215. FISA permits the collection of such
data of a suspected agent of a foreign power,
but the federal government is also storing and
later searching the content of emails, text
messages and phone calls of American citi-
zens—all without a warrant. In the course of
this collection, the data of American citizens,
many of which have done nothing wrong or il-
legal, gets collected.

That kind of reverse targeting of American
citizens is not what Congress intended, is in-
consistent with the Constitution and must stop.

The NSA has claimed it has no interest in
monitoring the activity of “ordinary” Ameri-
cans. My response to that is simple: then don’t
do it. But, most Americans have a hard time
accepting that line. They question that for the
simple fact that had Edward Snowden not re-
vealed what was really going on within NSA in
the first place, this snooping and spying would
still be going on in the dark shadows of gov-
ernment operations. And, equally important,
they know that this snooping and spying is still
going on today.

It's time for Congress to rein in this blatant
violation of the Fourth Amendment and stop
the warrantless searches of Americans. This
issue—protecting the Fourth Amendment—has
unified liberals and conservatives. This week,
Congresswoman Rep. ZOE LOFGREN (D-CA),
Congressman Rep. THOMAS MAsSSIE (R—KY),
and | introduced the End Warrantless Surveil-
lance of Americans Act. The bill would prohibit
warrantless searches of government data-
bases for information that pertains to U.S. citi-
zens. It would also forbid government agen-
cies from mandating or requesting ‘“back
doors” into commercial products that can be
used for surveillance.

The legislation mirrors an amendment we
offered to the USA Freedom Act, which was
backed by a broad bipartisan coalition includ-
ing Members of Congress and outside groups
across the political spectrum.

The USA Freedom Act that passed out of
the Judiciary Committee last week is an im-
provement over current law and a step in the
right direction. But we can do more to protect
the Fourth Amendment. In addition to stopping
bulk data collection, Congress should also act
now to fix the other loophole and stop
warrantless searches under Section 702 of the
Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Act (FISA).
Failure to address this gaping loophole in
FISA leaves the constitutional rights of millions
of Americans vulnerable and unprotected. This
bill also ensures that the federal government
does not force companies to enable its spying
activities. The NSA has and will continue to
violate the constitutional protections guaran-
teed to every American unless Congress inter-
venes. Until we fix this and make the law
clear, citizens can never be sure that their pri-
vate conversations are safe from the eyes of
the government.
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