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is mine, and I'1l take it.”” He said, ‘‘That phi-
losophy still lives in attacking others and
cheating people and greedy business prac-
tices and being envious of others and what-
ever belittles or injures or degrades another
person. It’s not always physically violent,”
he said. He said, ‘“We rob others by slander
or gossip when we injure their reputations.”

And he said, ‘“The second philosophy is
that of the two men who saw the wounded
man but offered no help.” He said, ‘‘Their
central operating principle is what is mine is
all mine, and I'll keep it for myself.”” He
said, ‘“That’s less violent, but in its own way
it’s as selfish as the first.” He said, ‘“We can
come up with all kinds of excuses to justify
not helping those injured along life’s high-
way. We deceive ourselves and ignore their
suffering by saying that they’re not our re-
sponsibility.”

Then he said, ‘“Then there’s the Samari-
tan. This was Jesus’ model for humanity. He
was a stranger and a child of another reli-
gious heritage, but he extended himself free-
ly to help one in need. And his philosophy is
what’s mine is yours if you need it, and I'll
share it with you.”

And then he said, ‘‘Jesus told that story in
answer to a question. The question was, Who
is my neighbor?” And then he told those
kids, ‘“There are these three philosophies of
life, and there’s only one that makes the
world a better place. There’s only one that
makes your relationships better, and it’s
that of the Samaritan. And we each can
choose how we live.”

Now, that illustrates so much how Jim
lived and how he wanted to pass on that leg-
acy to those who came after him.

Much has been spoken about his ability to
forgive, and I cannot but think, as we medi-
tate on those words of Jesus, the words of
Paul about love, Jesus’ words about forgive-
ness, and I can’t help but think of the quote
that he often gave from Abraham Lincoln.

Someone once asked Lincoln if he believed
in destroying his enemies, and Lincoln re-
plied, “‘Of course, I would like to destroy my
enemies because I've never wanted enemies.
The only way I know satisfactorily to de-
stroy an enemy is to convert him to a
friend.”

The Fetzer Institute has done a lot of re-
search on forgiveness, and they define it in a
way that I think is so meaningful, and that
is, forgiveness is the difficult, intentional
process of letting go of an old reality and
opening up one’s self to a new one. And Jim
lived that difficult, intentional process of
being able to let go of an old reality and
opening up and living a new one.

One friend emailed me and said, ‘“‘He was
the poster child for amazing grace.”’

That’s the legacy that we celebrate today,
and there’s so much more that could be said.
The challenge for all of us today was how do
we winnow it down. But you know what? You
carry those stories of Jim; you carry those
memories; you carry that legacy. Share it;
share it with one another; and do your best.
Let us all do our best to live it—to live it.

In the obituary that you were handed as
you came in, there is a favorite quote of his
from Horace Greeley:

“Fame is a vapor, popularity an accident,
riches take wings, those who cheer today
may curse tomorrow. Only one thing en-
dures—character.”

Well done, Jim Wright, good and faithful
servant. Let’s pray.

Gracious God, we give You thanks for the
hope that faith in You gives. For all Your
people who have laid hold on that hope, espe-
cially we thank You for Your faithful serv-
ant Jim Wright. We thank You for all Your
goodness to him and for everything in his
life that was a reflection of Your love and
Your grace. We give You thanks for his faith,
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for his love for and his commitment to You
and to his family and to his friends, to his
Nation.

We give You thanks for his kindness, his
passion for justice, his courage, and his
strength of character. Loving God, hold us
and all who mourn in Your love, and comfort
this loving family and comfort us, his
friends. Help us all to be ever mindful of
Your sustaining presence.

We offer a prayer in the name of Jesus.

Amen.

In just a few moments, the family will
process out, and you’re invited to Wesley
Hall, which is across the garden in that adja-
cent part of the building, for a reception
with the family. Please note the instructions
that are on the back of your bulletin, and I
invite you to please remain seated, if you
will, until the ushers direct you.

Ginger shared with me one of her favorite
memories of opening of the Presidential dis-
play, the new Presidential display in the
early 1990s, a room turned into a replica of
LBJ’s office there in Austin. There was an
antique pump organ there signed by all the
Members of Congress, and Jake Pickle sat
down at the organ and started playing a
hymn. And the congressional Members and
former Members there started singing the
hymn, and it’s the hymn that we’re going to
sing in just a moment after Jim’s great-
grandchildren give us our benediction.

A benediction isn’t really a prayer. It can
be a prayer of course, but traditionally, it is
not. The word ‘‘benediction’ literally means
‘‘a good word.” The great-grandchildren, led
by the oldest, Campbell, will give us their
good word.

Will you come now.

(Campbell Brown, Jim Wright’'s great-
granddaughter, and Jim Wright’'s great-
grandchildren)

Miss Brown: Hi, my name is Campbell
Brown. Everyone on stage with me is a
great-grandchild of Jim Wright or, as we like
to call him, ‘‘Great Pop.”

None of us were born when he was in Con-
gress, but we all knew his love for this great
country, especially Fort Worth. We are told
by many people that he often said, ‘I want
to make the world a better place for my chil-
dren, their children, and their children’s
children.” Well, that’s us. Next to me are the
children of the grandchildren. We are the
next generation.

We would like to ask you to honor our
Great Pop for the rest of the day by thinking
about how you can make the world a better
place. As you walk out of the church and for
the rest of today, think about peace, not
war; think about abundance, not scarcity;
think about love, not hate, and hope, not de-
spair.

Please help us lift Great Pop to his next
roll call by singing the final hymn.

Thank y’all for coming today.

Congregational Hymn—‘ “When the Roll is
Called Up Yonder”’

Recessional— ‘For All the Saints”

———
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Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, | rise today to honor a remarkable church,
New Hope First Baptist Church.

In the year 1878, Rev. G.W. Gayles, a trav-
eling missionary became pastor of the Mt.
Horeb Missionary Baptist Church after the dis-
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missal of Rev. H.M. Mclintyre. Although his
pastorship was that of outstanding achieve-
ments in the church, there arose feelings of
rebellion. Eventually, Rev. Gayles with some
of his deacons were disbarred from the
church. Out of this band of members was born
the now New Hope First Baptist Church.

The first modern day pastor of the New
Hope First Baptist Church was Rev. H.H.
Humes who began pastoring the Church in
1927. Rev. Humes began a long tenure in
1927 which lasted until 1941. During the pe-
riod of Rev. Humes’ tenure in 1940 the church
was completely torn down and rebuilt. Earlier
the first floor was completely remodeled after
the 1927 Flood. The structure completed in
1940 remained the home of New Hope First
Baptist Church congregation until 1977. Rev.
Humes left the church in 1941 only to return
again as the pastor in 1954 and remained in
that position until his death in January of
1958.

In 1954, New Hope First Baptist Church
began its long relationship with Rev. J.M.
Kimble. Rev. Kimble served from 1958 until
July of 1969. With his sweet spirit and general
manners, Rev. Kimble typified the Christian
spirit by his continued visits to the sick in
homes and in hospitals. When Rev. Kimble
initially left New Hope First Baptist Church in
July of 1969, he was followed by Rev. Albert
Jenkins who came in the autumn of 1969 and
remained pastor until the early part of 1971.

During Rev. Kimble’s first tenure as pastor,
the church purchased additional land and
property on the corner of Theobald and Nel-
son Streets. At that time the Trustees included
Constance W. Watson, Herbert Caver, Joe
Hillard and Jessis Winters.

Rev. Kimble returned to New Hope in the
early part of 1971 and is presently the pastor.
He, like those who preceded him, again took
up the challenge of a progressive and asser-
tive Christian force in Greenville. The progress
of the church was remarkable as exemplified
by the newly constructed building which was
made available for services in May of 1978.

The Sunday School, Bible Class, Christian
Education, N.B.C., Ushers, Deaconess Broad,
Deacons, Pastor's Aid Club, Senior Mission,
J.M.A., Red Circle, Choirs, and Trustee
Boards have played an important part in the
growth and development of this church.

On January 1, 1987, New Hope started
commencing full-time service. In recognition of
the same, Pastor Kimble and all other New
Hopers are very, very grateful to God and the
members of the organizational structure com-
mittee for having made a giant step toward
providing opportunities for all members of New
Hope First Baptist Church to become involved
in the church’s total program.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in recognizing New Hope First Baptist Church
for its longevity and dedication to serving oth-
ers.

——————
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The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the state of the Union had under
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