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Chairman HATCH’s part. He worked 
very closely with Senator WYDEN to 
hammer out a trade package that gar-
nered an astonishing 20 votes in the Fi-
nance Committee, with just 6 Senators 
opposed—just 6. That huge level of bi-
partisan support really surprised ev-
erybody. We have seen some unfortu-
nate partisan rear-guard action since 
then that is designed to sink these 
American trade jobs. But we can rise 
above it. That is why Republicans re-
main committed to carrying forward 
the kind of bipartisan momentum we 
saw over in the Finance Committee, 
just as we have been all along on other 
issues. We are happy to work with any 
Senator in a serious way. The door is 
open. 

I have made clear that there would 
be an open amendment process. I have 
made clear that Senators would receive 
fair consideration once we proceed to 
debating this bill. The bipartisan path 
forward I offered yesterday morning is 
still on the table. I remain committed 
to the significant concession my party 
already made about processing TPA 
and TAA. I don’t like TAA. I think it is 
a program very hard to defend. But I 
understand that if we are going to get 
TPA, our friends on the other side need 
TAA. If Chairman HATCH and Senator 
WYDEN can agree to other policies, we 
can consider those, too. What we won’t 
be doing is pursuing poison-pill strate-
gies such as the one I mentioned al-
ready. 

Let’s also agree that no Senator is in 
a position to guarantee that some bill 
can clear both Houses of Congress, re-
ceive a signature from the President, 
secure the blessings of the Supreme 
Court, and whatever else our friends 
might demand. This wouldn’t be much 
of a democracy if Senators could actu-
ally make such an impossible guar-
antee. 

So look, we want to have a serious 
discussion. We want to actually get a 
good policy outcome. That has always 
been our goal. I hope more will now 
join us to allow debate on the trade 
discussion our constituents deserve. 

f 

RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY 
LEADER 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
Democratic leader is recognized. 

f 

AMTRAK TRAIN DERAILMENT 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I join with 
the majority leader in extending my 
thoughts to the terrible situation in 
Pennsylvania. That accident occurred 
last night at 9 p.m. We now have six re-
ported dead and many, many more in-
jured. There were about 300 people on 
that train. I join him in commending 
the first responders for the work they 
did and are doing as we speak. 

f 

TRADE LEGISLATION 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, we have 
heard the expressions ‘‘red herring’’ 

and ‘‘loss leader,’’ all these terms that 
try to focus attention someplace where 
it shouldn’t be focused. That is basi-
cally what the Republican leader has 
done this morning. 

He, of course, misconstrued what I 
said on the floor yesterday. I said that 
I am not here to debate the intricacies 
of this trade bill. Some can do that bet-
ter than I. I have no qualms about say-
ing that about myself. It is a very spe-
cialized area. But I do understand that 
the debate was not taking place be-
cause we were not on the bill. I said 
that I understand the procedure around 
here—and I do. 

The procedure is pretty simple. It is 
a fact that virtually all legislation 
that passes the Senate needs major bi-
partisan support. This year is an exam-
ple. Nearly every bill passed by the 
Senate has enjoyed the support of over 
90 percent of Senate Democrats. It is 
just a reality that the 114th Congress 
will take Democratic votes to get 
things done. 

Many Democrats don’t support fast- 
track. I don’t. The vast majority of 
Democrats don’t. But without fol-
lowing all of the loss leaders, the red 
herrings the Republican leader threw 
out, the Finance Committee reported 
out four bills, and it is only logical we 
consider all four of them. 

I have said, and I say it again, it is 
only logical we take the Republican 
leader’s words for what they are. He 
said: Let’s get on the bill, and then we 
will start the amendment process. 

Well, we can’t start the amendment 
process very well if we are not having 
an opportunity to amend and change 
the bills that aren’t there. They would 
just be thrown to the winds. That is, 
Customs is very important and enforce-
ment and, of course, the situation deal-
ing with African trade. 

We put a reasonable alternative on 
the table for Senate Republicans to ac-
cept. All the Republican leader needs 
to do is say yes, and we can open de-
bate on these trade bills. 

f 

ANTI-SEMITISM 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, last week 
there were celebrations all around the 
world celebrating the 70th anniversary 
of Victory in Europe Day. 

Here in our Nation’s capital, we cele-
brated the day that Europe was offi-
cially liberated. Just outside of the 
Capitol, dozens of World War II aircraft 
flew up and down the Mall honoring 
and celebrating the end of the war that 
engulfed Europe—over the Lincoln Me-
morial, the National World War II Me-
morial, the Washington Monument, 
over the Capitol, and points in be-
tween. 

I grew up in a little town and I was 
a little boy, but I can still remember 
the war ending. I don’t really remem-
ber what I remember, but I knew it was 
something that was important to ev-
erybody there. It was a big deal in 
Searchlight, as it was everyplace in 
America. The war was at an end. Amer-

icans were thankful that the war was 
over. They were thankful that their fa-
thers, sons, brothers, and—yes, Mr. 
President—World War II daughters 
were able to come home. They had 
fought valiantly on battlefields across 
the world, and they would be coming 
home—as I mentioned, the women, the 
WAVES, the WACs, and SPARS—all 
these women, thousands and thousands 
who participated in the war, for that 
manner. 

Across America we were all happy 
that freedom and democracy had pre-
vailed over a regime that was fueled by 
hatred. 

I heard on the radio this morning a 
brief account of Winston Churchill. 
That was many years ago, 70 years ago 
today giving a speech. He had only 
been Prime Minister 3 days, and he 
gave one of his most famous speeches, 
about all he had to offer. They were en-
gulfed in this war. They were doing it 
alone. It was a stunning speech that 
history will always remember. But 
after that war was over, we were 
happy. England was happy. Freedom 
and democracy had prevailed over a re-
gime that was fueled by hatred. 

As I got older and could understand a 
little more, I first became really fo-
cused on World War II. I am sorry to 
say I did not do it until I was in col-
lege, but I remember it as if it were 5 
minutes ago, looking at those pictures 
in the book ‘‘The Rise and Fall of the 
Third Reich’’ by William Shirer. Those 
pictures I will never ever forget. I can 
see them now in my mind’s eye. In that 
book, there were pictures of the libera-
tion of the concentration camps. 

I learned how the world learned of 
the enormity of the Holocaust, the 
genocide of 6 million Jews. The world 
saw the incredible extent to which the 
Nazis had taken their hatred of the 
Jews. It is hard to comprehend, but 
nothing—nothing—could adequately 
describe how horrible the situation 
was. Sadly, though, as I look around 
the world today, there are still glimps-
es of that same hate that we as a 
human race had hoped to extinguish 
those seven decades ago. 

It is not always on the front pages of 
the press or on the television sets, but 
it is still there. Hate wears many 
masks: violence, intimidation, segrega-
tion, vile rhetoric, and, of course, dis-
enfranchisement. Anti-Semitism is 
that and more. Though it assumes dif-
ferent identities, in the end, it is still 
hate. It pains me to say there seems to 
be a resurgence of anti-Semitism 
across the world. I look at Israel and I 
see the vicious attacks carried out 
against innocent Jews there: the 
slaughter of Jewish worshipers in a Je-
rusalem synagogue last November; 
Hamas’s campaign of terror, indis-
criminately targeting innocent Israelis 
with their thousands and thousands of 
rockets. 

I look at Europe and see the heinous 
acts being perpetuated there against 
Jews. For example, in the Netherlands, 
the home of a prominent rabbi was at-
tacked twice in one week. In Paris, 
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hundreds and hundreds of protesters 
attacked synagogues, smashed the win-
dows of Jewish shops and cafes, and set 
several afire. In France, there was also 
an attack on a Jewish grocery store 
following the Charlie Hebdo shootings. 
Anti-Semitic slogans, such as ‘‘Gas the 
Jews’’ have been shouted at several 
demonstrations throughout Germany. 
Jewish museums throughout Norway 
were forced to close because of fear of 
attacks. 

I look at the United Nations Human 
Rights Council in Geneva and am 
sickened by its long history of bias 
against Israel and the people of Israel. 
Then I see what is happening on some 
college campuses here in the United 
States, and I am shocked by the vitriol 
being directed at Jews and supporters 
of Israel. 

Last Sunday, the New York Times 
reported that in the midst of campus 
debates about boycotts of Israel, Jew-
ish students felt increasingly intimi-
dated. At several colleges, swastikas 
have been painted on the doors of Jew-
ish fraternities and in some instances 
on the doors of Jews who were in their 
rooms. Some Jewish students feel the 
need to hide their heritage and support 
for Israel given the intense backlash. 
That is sad. 

The former president of the Univer-
sity of California system, Mark Yudof, 
recently was quoted as saying: 

Jewish students and their parents are in-
tensely apprehensive and insecure about this 
movement. I hear it all the time: Where can 
I send my kids that will be safe for them as 
Jews? 

That is just stunning. Bigotry and 
hatred have no place in the world 
today, especially not in a country that 
has long prided itself on being a beacon 
of freedom and acceptance. Instead, it 
is incumbent upon all Americans to 
not only stand up to anti-Semitism 
wherever we see it but also to stand in 
solidarity with the Jewish people. 

Three things: Let’s stand against 
anti-Semitism; let’s stand with Israel 
and the Jews throughout the world; 
and, third, let’s stand against hate. 

f 

THE MIDDLE CLASS 

Mr. REID. I want to say a brief word 
about something I mentioned as I 
started my remarks. My friend, the Re-
publican leader, has stated that the ex-
treme left is causing a problem on this 
bill. It is not the extreme left. It is 
Democrats who are concerned about 
the middle class. 

We do not focus here on the middle 
class. Republicans are focused else-
where. We have done nothing on min-
imum wage, and we have done nothing 
on student debt. We have done nothing 
on equal pay for men and women. We 
have done nothing to create jobs— 
nothing. We are here. In a matter of 1 
week or 2 weeks, the authorization for 
highways will be gone. It is different 
than other authorizations we do be-
cause under the law we passed pre-
viously, when that law expires, there is 

no contract authority, and that pro-
gram will come to a screeching halt. 
We have a few dollars left to carry on 
for a few more weeks, but it will not be 
spent. 

It is a shame my friend, the Repub-
lican leader, keeps referring to the ex-
treme left—whatever that means— 
when we start talking about the middle 
class. That is one reason we are con-
cerned about this trade bill that is be-
fore us today. 

Mr. President, would the Chair an-
nounce the business of the day. 

f 

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the leadership time 
is reserved. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the Senate will be 
in a period of morning business for 1 
hour, with Senators permitted to speak 
therein for up to 10 minutes each, with 
the time equally divided, with the ma-
jority controlling the first half. 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I suggest 
the absence of a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The legislative clerk proceeded to 
call the roll. 

Mr. GARDNER. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

NORTH KOREA 

Mr. GARDNER. Mr. President, I rise 
to speak about the threat from North 
Korea to U.S. national security and to 
our friends and allies in East Asia. 

On May 9, North Korea claimed it 
had test-fired a ballistic missile from a 
submarine, raising concerns across the 
region. If these reports are accurate, 
experts point out that North Korea 
may have succeeded for the first time 
in installing a missile launcher of 
about 2,500 tons onto a submarine. 

If that is true, with this test, North 
Korea violated a series of United Na-
tions Security Council resolutions, in-
cluding resolutions 1718, 1874, 2087, and 
2094. 

According to a more cautious assess-
ment from South Korean officials, it 
appears North Korea will be able to de-
ploy a fully operational submarine ca-
pable of launching a ballistic missile in 
only 4 to 5 years. This launch is the 
latest confirmation of Pyongyang’s 
growing nuclear and ballistic missile 
capabilities while the Obama adminis-
tration seems to have fallen asleep at 
the switch with regard to our policy to 
deter the growing North Korea threat. 

According to the Director of National 
Intelligence’s 2015 Worldwide Threat 
Assessment, ‘‘North Korea’s nuclear 
weapons and missile programs pose a 

serious threat to the United States and 
to the security environment in East 
Asia.’’ 

We should remember North Korea 
has already tested nuclear weapons on 
three separate occasions—2006, 2009, 
and in February of 2013. Most recently, 
nuclear experts have reported that 
North Korea may have as many as 20 
nuclear warheads, a number that could 
double by next year, and that 
Pyongyang has the potential to possess 
as many as 100 warheads within the 
next 5 years. 

We know North Korea is a nuclear 
proliferator. They cooperated with the 
Syrian regime on their nuclear weap-
ons program before Israeli jets de-
stroyed that facility in 2007. We know 
North Korea’s conventional arsenal is 
rapidly expanding and threatens not 
only our close allies in South Korea 
and Japan but could also threaten the 
United States, our homeland, in the 
near future. 

According to the DNI, ‘‘North Korea 
has also expanded the size and sophis-
tication of its ballistic missile forces, 
ranging from close-range ballistic mis-
siles to ICBMs, while continuing to 
conduct test launches. In 2014, North 
Korea launched an unprecedented num-
ber of ballistic missiles.’’ 

The DNI report goes on to say that 
‘‘Pyongyang is committed to devel-
oping a long-range, nuclear-armed mis-
sile that is capable of posing a direct 
threat to the United States.’’ We 
should not forget that North Korea is 
an aggressive, ruthless regime that is 
not even afraid to kill its own innocent 
people. 

On March 26, 2010, North Korean mis-
siles sank the South Korean ship 
Cheonan, killing 46 of her crew, and 
several months later shelled a South 
Korean island, killing four more South 
Korean citizens. It is also quickly de-
veloping other tools of intimidation as 
well, such as cyber capabilities, as 
demonstrated by the attack on the 
South Korean financial and commu-
nication systems in March of 2013 and 
the infamous Sony Pictures hacking 
incident in November of 2014. 

We should also not forget that this 
regime remains one of the world’s fore-
most abusers of human rights. The 
North Korean regime maintains a vast 
network of political prison camps 
where as many as 200,000 men, women, 
and children are confined to atrocious 
living conditions and are tortured, 
maimed, and killed. 

On February 7, 2014, the United Na-
tions Human Rights Council released a 
report detailing North Korea’s horren-
dous record on human rights. Here is a 
description of some of the torture 
methods common in North Korea as de-
scribed by former North Korean state 
security officials interviewed for the 
report. 

The room had wall shackles that were spe-
cially arranged to hang people upside down. 
Various other torture instruments were also 
provided, including long needles that would 
be driven underneath the suspect’s finger-
nails and a pot with a water-hot chili pepper 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 03:44 May 14, 2015 Jkt 049060 PO 00000 Frm 00003 Fmt 0624 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\G13MY6.004 S13MYPT1sm
ar

tin
ez

 o
n 

D
S

K
4T

P
T

V
N

1P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 S
E

N
A

T
E


		Superintendent of Documents
	2016-08-26T15:50:08-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




