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later this year, resolves these earmark 
concerns that we had previously, and 
allows us to preserve Congress’s tradi-
tional and constitutional role in trade 
policy. It is the right balance. I am ex-
cited it is in this Customs bill, along 
with the other provisions I talked 
about. 

Next week, I plan to talk more about 
another issue. It is not in the customs 
legislation, but it will be in the legisla-
tion debate regarding trade promotion 
authority. 

We talked earlier about the impor-
tance of expanding exports through 
trade promotion authority but also en-
suring we had this level playing field. 
Part of the level playing field is ensur-
ing that countries do not manipulate 
their currency, which takes away so 
many of the benefits of a trade agree-
ment. Chairman Volcker of the Fed has 
said something I think that is inter-
esting in this regard. He has said that 
in five minutes, exchange rates can 
wipe out what it took trade nego-
tiators ten years to accomplish. 

We will talk more about this next 
week as we talk about trade promotion 
authority, because I do intend to offer 
an amendment that is targeted, that is 
not going to be a poison pill in any re-
spect because I think it will actually 
help us get more votes for trade, which 
is an important thing, and it is also 
something that, frankly, does not af-
fect the TPP countries immediately 
because none of them are violating the 
provisions of the IMF—International 
Monetary Fund—which is what we use 
for our definition of currency manipu-
lation, but they have in the past, and 
we don’t want them to in the future. 
We don’t want them to take away the 
very benefits that American workers 
and farmers get from these trade agree-
ments. 

I appreciate the time today to talk 
about this customs legislation. I am 
excited to have it on the floor tomor-
row and have the chance to vote on all 
these very important enforcement pro-
visions, to ensure that our workers and 
our farmers are getting a fair shake. 

Then, next week, I hope we will have 
the opportunity to take up trade pro-
motion authority and move that for-
ward, again, in a way to ensure that we 
are lowering these barriers overseas for 
our farmers, our workers, our service 
providers, so we can access those 95 
percent of consumers who are outside 
of our borders and send more stuff 
stamped ‘‘Made in America’’ all around 
the world, adding jobs in Ohio and 
America. 

I yield back my time. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-

jority leader. 
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MORNING BUSINESS 
Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 

ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate be in a period of morning business, 
with Senators permitted to speak 
therein for up to 10 minutes each. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

TRADE PROMOTION AUTHORITY 
Ms. MIKULSKI. Mr. President, yes-

terday, I voted in opposition to cloture 
on fast-track trade promotion author-
ity. 

This was a difficult vote for me. 
Maryland is pulled in two directions on 
this issue. On one side Maryland’s agri-
cultural industries, such as poultry on 
the Eastern Shore and the Port of Bal-
timore, where they believe this trade 
deal will bring economic benefits for 
the State. On the other side, I have 
constituents in Dundalk who don’t 
have a steel industry anymore and 
wonder why Congress didn’t do more to 
protect them from the effects of trade. 

Let me be very clear on one point. I 
support trade. I encourage trade. Trade 
is very important to my State. Mary-
land workers can compete successfully 
in a global marketplace if they are 
given a level playing field. That is why 
I support expansion of fair trade. 

In the past, I have supported bilat-
eral trade agreements. We have lever-
age in those situations and can get 
strong, enforceable labor and environ-
mental provisions into those agree-
ments to improve living standards and 
stop child labor in sweatshops. But I 
have always been suspicious of multi-
lateral agreements like NAFTA. I have 
seen too many of these big deals fail to 
deliver the promises of new jobs and 
businesses. 

Why is the role of Congress so impor-
tant? To make sure the American peo-
ple get a good deal. I am ready to sup-
port trade agreements that are good 
for America, agreements that are good 
for workers and good for the environ-
ment. Congress should consider trade 
legislation and amendments using the 
same procedures we use to consider 
other legislation. 

We should use the leverage of our 
trade agreements to ensure fair com-
petition. That means workers in other 
countries should have the right to or-
ganize into unions. Without the 
strength of collective bargaining, their 
wages will always be below ours. They 
should also have worker safety protec-
tion and retirement and health care 
benefits. 

We should use the leverage of our 
trade agreements to encourage coun-
tries to respect the basic human rights 
of their citizens. Everyone deserves the 
right to live in a healthy, clean, 
unpolluted environment, and every 
worker should be guaranteed their fun-
damental rights at work. 

When considering trade deals, I also 
have to consider the impact on my 
State of Maryland. I am a blue-collar 
Senator. My heart and soul lies with 
blue-collar America. I spent most of 
my life in a blue-collar neighborhood. 
My mother and father owned a neigh-
borhood grocery store. When Beth-
lehem Steel went on strike, my dad 
gave those workers credit. My career 
and public service is one of deep com-
mitment to working-class people. In 
the last decade, working people have 
faced the loss of jobs, lower wages, a 

reduced standard of living, and a 
shrinking manufacturing base. 

I believe that a renewal of fast-track 
negotiating authority means more 
Americans will lose their jobs in the 
name of free trade. More people will 
get TAA benefits, but more people will 
need them. 

Proponents of fast-track say it is in-
evitable that there will be winners and 
losers. The problem is America’s work-
ers and their families always seem to 
be the losers. They lose their jobs. If 
they keep their jobs or find new jobs, 
they lose the wage rates they have 
earned. I have said before that I don’t 
want to put American jobs on a fast- 
track to Mexico or a slow boat to 
China. 

I had to base my decision on the facts 
and what I know to be true in my 
State. I have to be with my constitu-
ents who have felt repeatedly betrayed 
by the trade deals. I voted to stand up 
for American workers and consumers. I 
voted to stand up for the right and re-
sponsibility of Congress to fully con-
sider trade agreements. That is why I 
voted against cloture on fast-track. 
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HONORING DEPUTY SHERIFF JOE 
DUNN 

Mr. TESTER. Mr. President, I wish 
to honor Cascade County Deputy Sher-
iff Joe Dunn, a dedicated public serv-
ant who died in the line of duty on Au-
gust 14, 2014. 

On behalf of all Montanans, I thank 
Deputy Dunn for his service to our Na-
tion and his community of Great Falls, 
MT. 

Before enlisting to serve and protect 
his neighbors as a deputy sheriff, Joe 
Dunn served our Nation in the U.S. Ma-
rine Corps and deployed to the battle-
fields of Afghanistan. 

Upon returning to Montana, Deputy 
Dunn married the love of his life, 
Robynn, and they had two children 
Joey and Shiloh, who were the center 
of his universe. 

Deputy Dunn’s deep commitment to 
Jesus and love for his family were the 
guiding principles in which he lived his 
life. 

Montana’s leaders have permanently 
honored the life and service of Deputy 
Dunn by naming an eight mile stretch 
of Interstate 15 outside of Great Falls, 
MT the Joseph J. Dunn Memorial High-
way. 

On May 15, 2015, Peace Officers Me-
morial Day, Deputy Dunn’s name will 
be enshrined forever alongside 273 
other brave peace officers who were 
killed in the line of duty. 

During his lifetime of service, Deputy 
Dunn always went beyond the call of 
duty to ensure the safety of those he 
served, often working the evening shift 
and long hours away from his family. 

Deputy Dunn always put others 
above himself, and he is the kind of 
leader every Montanan can be proud of. 

Everyone who knew Deputy Dunn has 
been touched by his commitment to 
serve others, and his passion for mak-
ing his community a better place to 
call home. 
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