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HONORING THE LAW ENFORCE-
MENT OFFICERS IN NORTH 
CAROLINA’S 8TH CONGRES-
SIONAL DISTRICT 

HON. RICHARD HUDSON 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, May 15, 2015 

Mr. HUDSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize and honor the fine men and women 
who faithfully serve in North Carolina’s 8th 
Congressional District as law enforcement offi-
cers. 

Every year since 1962, when President 
John F. Kennedy declared May 15th as Peace 
Officers Memorial Day, our country observes 
National Police Week during the calendar 
week of May 15th. This is the day we pay our 
respects to those heroic officers who died in 
the line of duty and to their families. 

National Police Week presents us with a 
unique opportunity to show support for these 
important public servants. 

My district is fortunate to have brave men 
and women who dedicate and risk their lives 
daily for our well-being and security. Their 
commitment to the safety of others deserves 
our gratitude and appreciation, and their serv-
ice is an example to the people of North Caro-
lina. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask you and my colleagues 
to join me today to recognize and honor the 
law enforcement officers in North Carolina’s 
8th Congressional District. 

f 

THE 2015 AIRCRAFT OWNERS AND 
PILOTS ASSOCIATION FLY-IN IN 
SALINAS, CALIFORNIA 

HON. SAM FARR 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, May 15, 2015 

Mr. FARR. Mr. Speaker, the Salinas Airport 
is a remarkable place. Earlier this week, my 
good friend at the Salinas Californian, Jeff 
Mitchell, captured the spirit of the airport best 
when he wrote on Thursday, May 14: 

The Salinas airport—to the untrained 
eye—is a funny place. Most of the time it 
doesn’t look like much is happening there. 
But take a closer look and you’ll find some 
interesting things going on there . . . 

The facility is the home airport for many 
of the corporate jets flown by our elite ag 
companies. It’s also the home for a com-
pany—Cal Pacific Airmotive—that has 
gained a national reputation for the perfect 
restoration of the greatest World War II-era 
fighter ever made, the venerable P–51 Mus-
tang. Finally, the Salinas airport is home to 
none other than Sean D. Tucker, a National 
Aerobatics Champion and U.S. Aviation Hall 
of Fame member. 

Now through the hard work of the Salinas 
Valley aviation community and the airport 
staff, the national Aircraft Owners and Pilots 
Association (AOPA) has picked the Salinas 

Airport as one of the sites for its 2015 national 
fly in. Residents in my Congressional District 
will have the opportunity to participate in edu-
cational forums and hear from national avia-
tion speakers, view top of the line manufactur-
ers, and see aerobatic performances. With our 
own hometown aerobatic star, Sean Tucker, I 
know the crowds will have a wonderful family 
experience. 

Americans have always been fascinated 
with flight, which propelled the Wright Brothers 
to aviation history by inventing the first three- 
axis control that enabled pilots, for the first 
time, to steer their aircraft and maintain equi-
librium. As we enter our second hundred 
years of aviation advancement, space flight 
will become the norm and the United States 
will conquer new horizons. 

Mr. Speaker, I know that I speak for the 
House of Representatives in congratulating 
the Salinas Airport and Brett Godown, the Sa-
linas Municipal Airport Manager, for hosting 
APOA the 2015. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE PYREX BRAND 
AND THOSE WHO MAKE IT FOR 
100 YEARS OF CONTINUED SUC-
CESS 

HON. BILL SHUSTER 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, May 15, 2015 

Mr. SHUSTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the Pyrex brand of glassware on the 
occasion of their 100th year of business. 

Over the past century, the Pyrex brand of 
glassware products has become a staple of 
the American kitchen. It all started when a 
Corning Glass scientist gave his wife an im-
provised casserole pan made out of the cut-off 
bottoms of battery jars. After refining the prod-
uct, the company capitalized on the glass-
ware’s potential and now, according to their 
parent company, World Kitchen, eight of every 
10 homes in the United States have Pyrex 
products. The story behind the dependable 
Pyrex brand is a timeless testament to the in-
novative and hard-working nature of our coun-
try. 

As the Pyrex brand marks its centennial, it 
is essential to also recognize the extraordinary 
employees that have made the milestone pos-
sible. A tradition almost as old as the Pyrex 
brand itself is the manufacturing of its glass-
ware in Charleroi, Pennsylvania. Charleroi has 
been a glassmaking presence since the late 
19th century and has been producing Pyrex 
products ever since Corning Glass bought the 
local glassmaking facility. The Mon Valley 
community has subsequently provided a 
skilled workforce as reliable as the products 
they make, and that very group can proudly 
say that they not only produce tens of millions 
of Pyrex pieces but they have helped make 
the company what it is today. 

In addition to congratulating the Pyrex brand 
on its 100th anniversary, I am honored to 

highlight the hard-working Mon Valley commu-
nity for its impressive efforts and continued 
commitment to making Pyrex successful. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF PREECLAMP-
SIA AWARENESS MONTH 

HON. JAIME HERRERA BEUTLER 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, May 15, 2015 

Ms. HERRERA BEUTLER. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to recognize Preeclampsia Aware-
ness Month and the importance of addressing 
maternal and infant health. 

Preeclampsia is a serious and far too com-
mon complication of pregnancy and the 
postpartum period and is one of the leading 
causes of maternal deaths, illness, and pre-
mature birth. According to the Preeclampsia 
Foundation, the disease affects approximately 
1 in 12 women, and can result in seizure, 
stroke, organ failure or death. Prenatal care is 
necessary if preeclampsia or risk of 
preeclampsia is to be identified and monitored 
to ensure the health of the mom and baby. 

Unfortunately, too many people are unaware 
of this potentially fatal condition. The main in-
dicator of preeclampsia is high blood pressure. 
Additional symptoms of preeclampsia are 
common to pregnancy such as headaches, 
abdominal pain, shortness of breath, vomiting, 
confusion, heightened state of anxiety or vis-
ual disturbances such as oversensitivity to 
light or blurred vision. That is why I support 
the Preeclampsia Foundation’s efforts to edu-
cate women and their families to know the 
symptoms, respond to warning signs, and 
seek prenatal care. 

So much more needs to be understood 
about this condition—why it occurs, how to 
cure it, and its long-term effect on a woman 
and her child’s health. Research has dem-
onstrated a possible direct link to the placenta. 
I understand that the National Institute of Child 
Health and Human Development at NIH has 
embarked on a new effort to understand dis-
eases and conditions related to the placenta, 
and it is my hope that it leads to new dis-
covery for preeclampsia and other conditions 
of pregnancy. 

Together we must do all we can to eliminate 
preventable maternal and infant death and dis-
ability. I am hopeful for the promise of our re-
search efforts, and I am grateful for the work 
of clinicians around this country and organiza-
tions like the Preeclampsia Foundation who 
work so tirelessly to advance maternal and in-
fant health and well-being. 
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REGULATORY INTEGRITY 
PROTECTION ACT OF 2015 

SPEECH OF 

HON. CHRIS VAN HOLLEN 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 12, 2015 

The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union had under 
consideration the bill (H.R. 1732) to preserve 
existing rights and responsibilities with re-
spect to waters of the United States, and for 
other purposes: 

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Mr. Chair, I rise in oppo-
sition to H.R. 1732, a bill which blocks efforts 
to clarify the Clean Water Act before agencies 
even produce a final rule. 

There is consensus that the jurisdiction of 
the Clean Water Act is confusing and has 
frustrated many in the regulated community. 
Two Supreme Court decisions and guidance 
dating from the Bush Administration has 
caused years of uncertainty and difficulty in 
the permitting process. Clarifying responsibil-
ities under the Clean Water Act will ease 
those frustrations while protecting critical 
drinking water for our constituents. 

The Administration has undertaken a com-
prehensive review process to solicit comment 
from all the stakeholders to rewrite the rules. 
While today’s bill argues that the Army Corps 
and EPA have made insufficient effort to ob-
tain input from the regulated community, there 
have been over 400 public meetings and hun-
dreds of thousands of public comments. The 
public comment period lasted 207 days. 

This bill would throw out that whole process 
and force the Administration to start from 
scratch, delaying regulatory certainty and 
clean water protections indefinitely. I urge my 
colleagues to vote no on this bill and evaluate 
the merits of the final rule when it is released 
in a few weeks. 

f 

HONORING THE 21 CLUB 
INCORPORATED 

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, May 15, 2015 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor an organization who 
has shown what can be done through hard 
work, dedication and a desire to serve their 
community, the 21 Club Incorporated. The 21 
Club Incorporated has served as a support 
system to citizens of Yazoo County. 

The 21 Club Incorporated is a non-profit or-
ganization founded in 1954 in Yazoo City Mis-
sissippi with the mission of rendering chari-
table and recreational services to its commu-
nity. The club is one of the oldest in Yazoo 
City. 

Beginning in 1965, the club has sponsored 
‘‘The Mr. and Miss 21 Club Scholarship Pag-
eant’’ with the goal of providing scholarships 
to deserving young girls and boys in the com-
munity to assist them in pursuing a higher 
education. In conjunction with the American 
Legion, they sponsor local boys and girls at-
tending Boys and Girls State, a program 
where students from across the state learn 
about state government. 

The 21 Club partner with local emergency 
management agencies in the event of natural 
disasters in Yazoo County. They offered as-
sistance during Hurricane Katrina and the 
massive tornado that hit Yazoo County a few 
years ago. They also assist people when indi-
vidual emergencies happen, such as, houses 
being burned and they often assist church 
youth groups when they travel. 

They make an annual Christmas donation to 
the Yazoo County Department of Family and 
Human Services to help buy toys for less for-
tunate families at Christmas and an annual 
donation to the Boys and Girls Club of Yazoo 
City. The club also makes annual donations to 
elementary schools in the county to provide 
items such as: school uniforms, supplies, 
prizes and reward incentives, etc. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing the 21 Club Incorporated for its 
dedication to serving others and giving back to 
the community. 

f 

HONORING ASIAN PACIFIC 
AMERICAN HERITAGE MONTH 

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, May 15, 2015 

Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, as our nation 
commemorates the 23rd anniversary of Asian 
Pacific American Heritage Month, I am very 
pleased to join my friends in the APA commu-
nity to celebrate their ongoing successes. As 
leaders in business, education, STEM, mili-
tary, medicine and the arts, Asian Pacific 
Americans have made a significant impact on 
our nation’s culture and prosperity. The story 
of the APA community is a testament to what 
is achievable in America. 

This year’s theme is Many Cultures, One 
Voice: Promote Equality and Inclusion. Many 
Asian Pacific Americans have overcome nu-
merous obstacles including racial prejudice, 
language barriers and economic struggles. I 
am honored to represent a portion of the 1.1 
million constituents living in New York City, 
which has the largest APA population in the 
United States. I have been impressed by their 
tremendous achievements, from serving in our 
Armed Forces and creating over 1.5 million 
small businesses today. 

My Colleagues in the Congressional Asian 
Pacific American Caucus and I are dedicated 
to promoting the economic and social em-
powerment of the APA community as we work 
to secure comprehensive immigration reform 
and opportunities for all business owners. I am 
a proud co-sponsor of H. Res. 621, to recog-
nize the significance of Asian/Pacific American 
Heritage Month. Let us honor the heritage of 
the APA community. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. DONNA F. EDWARDS 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, May 15, 2015 

Ms. EDWARDS. Mr. Speaker, last night, I 
was absent from votes in the House, and 
therefore, missed rollcall votes 228 through 
232. Had I been present, I would have voted: 

1) ‘‘aye’’ on rollcall No. 228, the Polis 
Amendment, which would amend section 
5062(b) of title 10, United States Code to re-
duce the minimum required number of oper-
ational aircraft carriers the U.S. Navy must 
have from eleven to ten; 

2) ‘‘nay’’ on rollcall No. 229, the Brooks 
Amendment, which would strike section 538 of 
the underlying bill, related to a sense of the 
House of Representatives regarding the Sec-
retary of Defense review of section 504 of title 
10, United States Code, regarding the consid-
eration of allowing ‘‘DREAMers’’ to enlist and 
serve in the Armed Forces; 

3) ‘‘nay’’ on rollcall No. 230, the Walorski 
Amendment, which would extend prohibitions 
and further restrict the transfer of detainees lo-
cated at the detention facility at Guantanamo 
Bay, Cuba; 

4) ‘‘aye’’ on rollcall No. 231, the Smith (WA) 
Amendment, which would provide a framework 
for closure of the detention facility at Guanta-
namo Bay, Cuba; and 

5) ‘‘nay’’ on rollcall No. 232, the McCaul 
Amendment, which would amend section 
2576a of title 10, United States Code to add 
border security activities to the list of activities 
deemed suitable for the Department of De-
fense to transfer excess property to federal 
and state agencies. 

f 

NATIONAL POLICE WEEK 

HON. TED POE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, May 15, 2015 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, this week 
is National Police Week. We take this time to 
honor local, state and federal law enforcement 
officers for their tireless dedication. We also 
remember those who have been killed in the 
line of duty. 

Every day, brave men and women across 
the country put on the uniform, pin on the 
badge, and place themselves in harm’s way to 
serve and protect our communities. 

I grew up in a small town outside of Temple, 
Texas. When I was 5 or 6 years old, my dad 
took me to watch a parade in Temple. I no-
ticed a man standing at the curb who was not 
in the parade, just watching it and the people 
in the crowd. Of course, it was a local police 
officer. 

When my dad saw me watching this indi-
vidual, he told me something I never forgot, ‘‘If 
you are ever in trouble, if you ever need help, 
go to the person who wears the badge be-
cause they are a cut above the rest of us.’’ 

Those words were true then and are true 
today. When people are in trouble and need 
help, who do they go to? 

Peace officers. 
These peace officers serve as the barrier 

between the law and the lawless, and they are 
all that separate us from the criminals and bad 
guys. 

Everyone remembers where they were on 
9/11 when they learned of the terrorist attack. 
I was driving to the courthouse in Houston, lis-
tening to the radio when it was interrupted 
with news about the airplane that crashed into 
the World Trade Center. As I continued, I 
heard that a second plane had crashed into 
the Second Tower, then another plane 
crashed in Pennsylvania, and then a fourth 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 04:41 May 16, 2015 Jkt 049060 PO 00000 Frm 00002 Fmt 0626 Sfmt 9920 E:\CR\FM\A15MY8.001 E15MYPT1em
cd

on
al

d 
on

 D
S

K
67

Q
T

V
N

1P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 R
E

M
A

R
K

S



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks E719 May 15, 2015 
plane crashed not far from here, into the Pen-
tagon. 

As thousands of people ran away from the 
terrorist attack in New York, a much smaller 
group ran in the opposite direction—towards 
the scene of the attack—to help. This group 
was comprised of emergency technicians, fire-
fighters, and peace officers. Seventy-two 
peace officers gave their lives that day. They, 
along with other first responders, gave the ulti-
mate sacrifice so that others could live. 

This week we gather to honor peace officers 
from across the country for their service and 
sacrifice. We honor them because they truly 
are, as my dad said many years ago, ‘‘a cut 
above the rest of us.’’ My home state of Texas 
is home to some of America’s finest lawmen. 

During my 22 years as a judge, I had the 
distinct privilege of working alongside many of 
them. These peace officers put their lives on 
the line each and every day to protect us all. 

But that protection comes at a price. Almost 
60,000 lawmen each year are injured in the 
line of duty, and an average of 150 officers 
are killed in the line of duty each year. In 
2014, 117 law enforcement officers were 
killed; 11 of these brave souls were from the 
great state of Texas: 

Mark Uland Kelley of the Trinity University 
Police Department; 

Detective Charles Dinwiddie of the Kileen 
Police Department; 

Sergeant Paul A. Buckles of the Potter 
County Sheriff’s Office; 

Chief of Police Lee Dixon of the Little River- 
Academy Police Department; 

Chief of Police Michael Pimentel of the El-
mendorf Police Department; 

Border Patrol Agent Tyler R. Robledo of the 
United States Department of Homeland Secu-
rity—Customs and Boarder Protection—United 
States Border Patrol; 

Senior Deputy Jessica Laura Hollis of the 
Travis County Sheriffs Office; 

Sergeant Michael Lee Naylor of the Midland 
County Sheriffs Office; 

Deputy Sheriff Jesse Valdez, III of the Har-
ris County Sheriff’s Office; 

Constable Robert Parker White of the El 
Paso County Constable’s Office—Precinct 
One; and 

Sergeant Alejandro ‘‘Alex’’ Martinez of the 
Willacy County Sheriff’s Office. 

These 10 men and 1 woman represent all 
that is good and right in our country. This 
week we remember those brave Texas offi-
cers and all officers who have been killed or 
wounded in the line of duty. And we say 
‘‘thank you’’ to the thousands of men and 
women who continue to serve. 

And that’s just the way it is. 
f 

BROWN V. BOARD OF EDUCATION 
61ST ANNIVERSARY 

HON. FREDERICA S. WILSON 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, May 15, 2015 

Ms. WILSON of Florida. Mr. Speaker, this 
Sunday marks the 61st anniversary of Brown 
v. Board of Education. 

Since that decision, countless American 
children of color have benefited from in-
creased access to opportunities in education. 

However, we must continue to do more to 
address the opportunity gap in education. 

Because I have dedicated my life to edu-
cation and to being a champion for disadvan-
taged young men and boys of color, I know 
that we must continue to invest time and re-
sources. 

We must expand mentorship programs like 
my 5000 Role Models of Excellence Project 
and initiatives like the President’s My Brother’s 
Keeper so more boys and young men of color 
have the support and encouragement they 
need to succeed. 

As we commemorate Brown v. Board of 
Education, let us remember that, while we 
have come far, we must do more to lift up and 
support our children. 

f 

PROTECTING VOLUNTEER FIRE-
FIGHTERS AND EMERGENCY RE-
SPONDERS ACT 

SPEECH OF 

HON. CHRIS VAN HOLLEN 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, May 14, 2015 

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today in strong support of this important legis-
lation to provide for Congressional review of 
any final nuclear agreement with Iran. 

It is the policy of the United States to pre-
vent Iran from obtaining a nuclear weapon. 
That is my position, and it has been the posi-
tion of both President Obama and a majority 
in the United States Congress. 

As I indicated in a statement a few weeks 
ago, I support President Obama’s ongoing ef-
fort to work with our P5+1 partners to achieve 
a strong and verifiable agreement to prevent 
Iran from acquiring a nuclear weapon. This 
legislation makes clear that Congress must 
exercise its responsibilities in this process. 

As the Administration has acknowledged, 
many important details remain to be worked 
out before the June 30 deadline. These in-
clude ensuring that inspectors are able to visit 
all nuclear sites in Iran, that sanctions only 
begin to unwind after the International Atomic 
Energy Agency confirms that Iran is complying 
with the terms of the final agreement, that the 
‘‘snap back’’ of sanctions is assured should 
Iran violate the agreement, and that Iran im-
plements an agreed set of measures to ad-
dress the IAEA’s concerns regarding the pos-
sible military dimensions of its program. I will 
be carefully monitoring and reviewing the on-
going negotiations to determine whether the 
final agreement meets the objectives we es-
tablished. 

The legislation before us today ensures the 
very important role that Congress must play in 
this process. It provides that Congress will re-
view this agreement and have the opportunity 
to act. Moreover, it makes clear that any re-
peal of sanctions legislation will require con-
gressional action. As negotiations continue, I 
look forward to working with the president and 
my congressional colleagues to prevent Iran 
from obtaining a nuclear weapon. I agree with 
President Obama that it would be best if we 
can achieve that objective by negotiating a 
verifiable agreement. But I also agree with him 
that no deal is better than a bad deal. 

Madam Speaker, the President and a major-
ity in the Congress are united in our commit-
ment to prevent Iran from obtaining a nuclear 
weapon. Let us continue to pursue that objec-
tive together. 

HONORING JAQUON M. LOTT 

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, May 15, 2015 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor a goal oriented stu-
dent at Quitman County Middle School. 

JaQuon M. Lott is the son of Tiara Lott of 
Lambert, MS. He has been attending Quitman 
County Middle School for two years. He is ac-
tive in many school activities such as football, 
basketball, track and field, student council, 
and choir. He also is an active hall monitor for 
Quitman County Middle School. Along with his 
many school and academic responsibilities, 
JaQuon also takes part in his community and 
participated in Support the Vote initiative that 
the Student Council sponsored in November. 

JaQuon hopes to one day attend Mississippi 
State University or Alcorn State University to 
fulfill his dreams of one day playing in the 
NFL. A second part of his dream is to receive 
a Master’s Degree in Engineering. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing JaQuon M. Lott as a student 
who is goal oriented and making a difference 
in his community. 

f 

RECOGNIZING FAVIL WEST, NE-
VADA SENIOR OF THE YEAR FOR 
2015 

HON. JOSEPH J. HECK 
OF NEVADA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, May 15, 2015 

Mr. HECK of Nevada. Mr. Speaker, I come 
to the floor today to recognize and commend 
my constituent Favil West on being named 
Nevada Senior Citizen of the Year for 2015. 

Favil is a resident of Henderson, Nevada, 
where he has lived with Pat, his wife of 54 
years, since 2000. 

A tireless advocate for southern Nevada’s 
senior community, Favil co-founded The Foun-
dation Assisting Seniors to improve the lives 
of seniors in his own community through pro-
grams designed to assist seniors in times of 
illness, recovery, confinement at home, and 
coping with loss of a loved one. 

Among the most pressing challenges facing 
our senior communities are the health and 
safety risks that come with living alone. 

Favil worked with the Foundation Assisting 
Seniors to develop a solution to this challenge. 

Last fall, Favil developed the HowRU Pro-
gram, an effort specifically designed to mini-
mize risks of living alone by maintaining daily 
contact with their senior clients. 

The program calls the subscriber daily at a 
designated time to see if they are doing okay. 

Think of the peace of mind that daily contact 
brings not only the seniors who participate, but 
also their family members. 

That peace of mind is the result of Favil’s 
devotion to serving fellow senior citizens in his 
community. I congratulate Favil West on being 
named Nevada Senior Citizen of the Year for 
2015. 
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HONORING JOHN GEORGE 

BEZANTAKOS-BAKER 

HON. LOIS FRANKEL 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, May 15, 2015 

Ms. FRANKEL of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to celebrate John George 
Bezantakos-Baker of Boca Raton, Florida, 
who turned 100 years young on May 10th. 

A native Washingtonian, John was born in 
D.C. on May 10, 1915. He has fond childhood 
memories of selling peanuts in his push cart to 
prominent figures like the 30th President of 
the United States Calvin Coolidge and then 
Secretary of State Herbert Hoover. In 1944, 
he received his law degree from New York 
University and then enlisted in the Army Air 
Corps. After being honorably discharged in 
1946, John worked at MetLife Insurance Com-
pany until his retirement in 1976. John moved 
to Ft. Lauderdale post-retirement and became 
active in the South Florida Greek community 
as a lifetime member of the American Hellenic 
Education Progressive Association, the first 
Greek-American Neighborhood Commissioner 
for the Boy Scouts, and a trustee in his local 
Greek Orthodox Church. John was married 44 
years to his late wife and has two children and 
three grandchildren. 

John is an exceptional man, and one who I 
am proud to represent in Florida’s 22nd Dis-
trict. I know I join with his family and friends 
in celebrating this wonderful occasion. I wish 
him good health and continued success in the 
coming year. 

f 

NATIONAL DEFENSE AUTHORIZA-
TION ACT FOR FISCAL YEAR 2016 

SPEECH OF 

HON. MAC THORNBERRY 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 13, 2015 

The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union had under 
consideration the bill (H.R. 1735) to authorize 
appropriations for fiscal year 2016 for mili-
tary activities of the Department of Defense 
and for military construction, to prescribe 
military personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes: 

Mr. THORNBERRY. Mr. Chair, I ask that 
the following exchange of letters be submitted 
during consideration of H.R. 1735: 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
COMMITTEE ON VETERANS’ AFFAIRS, 

Washington, DC, April 30, 2015. 
Hon. WILLIAM M. ‘‘MAC’’ THORNBERRY, 
Chairman, Committee on Armed Services, Ray-

burn House Office Building, Washington, 
DC. 

DEAR MR. THORNBERRY: I write to confirm 
our mutual understanding regarding several 
provisions contained in the National Defense 
Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2016. This 
legislation contains subject matter within 
the jurisdiction of House Committee on Vet-
erans’ Affairs. However, in order to expedite 
floor consideration of this important legisla-
tion, the committee waives consideration of 
the bill on the following provisions. 

Title Section #—Name 

5 ........................... Section 562—Availability of Additional Training Oppor-
tunities under Transition Assistance Program 

Title Section #—Name 

5 ........................... Section 565—Recognition of Additional Involuntary 
Mobilization Duty Authorities Exempt from Five-Year 
Limit on Reemployment Rights of Persons who Serve 
in the Uniformed Services 

5 ........................... Section 566—Job Training and Post-Service Placement 
Executive Committee 

5 ........................... Section 592—Honoring Certain Members of the Re-
serve Components as Veterans 

7 ........................... Section 701—Joint Uniform Formulary for Transition of 
Care 

7 ........................... Section 721—Extension of Authority for DOD-VA Health 
Care Sharing Incentive Fund 

7 ........................... Section 722—Extension of Authority for Joint Depart-
ment of Defense-Department of Veterans Affairs 
Medical Facility Demonstration Fund 

12 ......................... Section 1251—Sense of Congress Recognizing the 
70th Anniversary of the End of Allied Military En-
gagement in the Pacific Theater 

14 ......................... Section 1431—Authority for Transfer of Funds to Joint 
Department of Defense-Department of Veterans Af-
fairs Medical Facility Demonstration Fund for Cap-
tain James A. Lovell Health Care Center, Illinois 

The House Committee on Veterans’ Affairs 
takes this action only with the under-
standing that the committee’s jurisdictional 
interests over this and similar legislation 
are in no way diminished or altered. 

The committee also reserves the right to 
seek appointment to any House-Senate con-
ference on this legislation and requests your 
support if such a request is made. Finally, I 
would appreciate your including this letter 
in the Congressional Record during consider-
ation of H.R. 1735 on the House Floor. Thank 
you for your attention to these matters. 

Sincerely, 
JEFF MILLER, 

Chairman. 

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES, 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 

Washington, DC, May 1, 2015. 
Hon. JEFF MILLER, 
Chairman, Committee on Veterans’ Affairs, 

Cannon House Office Building, Wash-
ington, DC. 

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: Thank you for your 
letter regarding H.R. 1735, the National De-
fense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2016. 
I agree that the Committee on Veterans’ Af-
fairs has valid jurisdictional claims to cer-
tain provisions in this important legislation, 
and I am most appreciative of your decision 
not to request a referral in the interest of ex-
pediting consideration of the bill. I agree 
that by foregoing a sequential referral, the 
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs is not 
waiving its jurisdiction. Further, this ex-
change of letters will be included in the com-
mittee report on the bill. 

Sincerely, 
WILLIAM M. ‘‘MAC’’ THORNBERRY, 

Chairman. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY, 

Washington, DC, April 30, 2015. 
Hon. WILLIAM M. ‘‘MAC’’ THORNBERRY, 
Chairman, Committee on Armed Services, Ray-

burn House Office Building, Washington, 
DC. 

DEAR CHAIRMAN THORNBERRY, I write to 
confirm our mutual understanding regarding 
H.R. 1735, the National Defense Authoriza-
tion Act for Fiscal Year 2016. This legislation 
contains subject matter within the jurisdic-
tion of the Committee on the Judiciary. 
However, in order to expedite floor consider-
ation of this important legislation, the com-
mittee waives consideration of the bill. 

The Committee on the Judiciary takes this 
action only with the understanding that the 
committee’s jurisdictional interests over 
this and similar legislation are in no way di-
minished or altered. The committee also re-
serves the right to seek appointment to any 
House-Senate conference on this legislation 
and requests your support if such a request is 
made. 

Finally, I would appreciate your including 
this letter in the Congressional Record dur-

ing consideration of H.R. 1735 on the House 
Floor. Thank you for your attention to these 
matters. 

Sincerely, 
BOB GOODLATTE, 

Chairman. 

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES, 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 

Washington, DC, May 1, 2015. 
Hon. BOB GOODLATTE, 
Chairman, Committee on the Judiciary, Ray-

burn House Office Building, Washington, 
DC. 

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: Thank you for your 
letter regarding H.R. 1735, the National De-
fense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2016. 
I agree that the Committee on the Judiciary 
has valid jurisdictional claims to certain 
provisions in this important legislation, and 
I am most appreciative of your decision not 
to request a referral in the interest of expe-
diting consideration of the bill. I agree that 
by foregoing a sequential referral, the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary is not waiving its ju-
risdiction. Further, this exchange of letters 
will be included in the committee report on 
the bill. 

Sincerely, 
WILLIAM M. ‘‘MAC’’ THORNBERRY, 

Chairman. 

f 

IN HONOR OF THE EIGHTY-FIRST 
ANNIVERSARY OF PATROLMAN 
JOHN FRANCIS SMITH’S PASSING 

HON. WILLIAM R. KEATING 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, May 15, 2015 

Mr. KEATING. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize John Francis Smith, a patrolman 
from Lynn, Massachusetts who died, as a re-
sult of injuries sustained in the line of duty, on 
August 19, 1934. Today being Peace Officers 
Memorial Day, I can think of no more fitting 
occasion to honor his commitment to his com-
munity and family. 

Patrolman Smith was a sixteen year veteran 
of the Lynn Police Department at the time of 
his fateful incident. Though his initial violent 
confrontation did not prove fatal, the wounds 
sustained that day did prove to be grievous. 
Patrolman Smith was rushed into emergency 
surgery, which would prolong his life by an ad-
ditional two years. Despite his life threatening 
wounds, John F. Smith eventually returned to 
active patrol duty, serving his community to 
the best of his ability. Sadly, the wounds suf-
fered in 1932, eventually took his life on Au-
gust 19th, 1934. 

In addition to his dedicated service as a pa-
trolman in the Lynn Police Department, John 
F. Smith was a loving husband, and father to 
nine children. His family has continued to grow 
and flourish in the eight decades since his un-
timely passing. In the five generations since 
his watch ended, public service has remained 
a very important component of the Smith fam-
ily. Several of the descendants went on to 
serve in the Lynn Police Department, and oth-
ers still got involved in municipal government. 
But, we can all be thankful for the precedent 
set by John Francis Smith’s service to his 
community. 

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to honor John 
Francis Smith on this day dedicated to the 
men and women who have fallen in the line of 
duty. I ask that my colleagues join me in com-
memorating his sacrifice in the pursuit of a 
more perfect community. 
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CELEBRATING 125 YEARS OF LCAL 

50 OF THE UNITED ASSOCIATION 
OF JOURNEYMEN PLUMBERS, 
STEAMFITTERS AND SERVICE 
MECHANICS 

HON. MARCY KAPTUR 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, May 15, 2015 

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
join the men and women of Local 50 of the 
United Association of Journeymen Plumbers, 
Steamfitters and Service Mechanics’ 125th an-
niversary. I join in the union’s celebration and 
add my congratulations to the chorus in recog-
nizing this remarkable milestone event. 

The union’s original 37 members were 
granted a charter on December 1, 1890 after 
previous association with the International As-
sociation. Aggressive organizing efforts 
brought the city’s pipe craftsmen together and 
the union grew to nearly 90 members by 
1897. During this time the local worked not 
only to increase its membership, but also the 
wages of its members who had been earning 
on average 30 cents an hour in a sixty hour 
work week. 

The Local’s history reports that one of its 
first major construction projects was the Nasby 
Building, Toledo’s first skyscraper at six sto-
ries tall. By the end of its first decade, Local 
50 craftsmen also helped to build Toledo land-
marks the Gardner Building, the Spitzer Build-
ing and the Lucas County Courthouse. During 
this time of its initial establishment and growth, 
the Local’s history explains that its leadership 
was able to work with are contractors and 
business owners while adhering to its primary 
objective: ‘‘Solidarity among workers for the 
benefit of all.’’ 

As the new century dawned, there were ri-
valries between the UA and other unions 
which ultimately weakened the relationship be-
tween Local 50 and contractors and resulted 
in wage and overtime differentials among the 
crafts. However, these early power struggles 
eventually served to strengthen Local 50, 
which emerged from the battles a strong and 
powerful leader in Toledo’s labor movement. 

Through World War I, fears of Communist 
infiltration, tensions between management and 
labor, violent strikes, Prohibition and the Great 
Depression, Local 50 suffered, but survived. 
Then came the 1934 Electric Auto-Lite Strike. 
The Local 50 history notes, ‘‘ ‘The outcome of 
the Auto-Lite Strike strengthened the Toledo 
Central Labor Union, its affiliate locals and the 
Lucas County Unemployed League, leading to 
further organizing activity in the city.’ The 
strike also led to the creation of the Toledo In-
dustrial Peace Board, which would go on to 
become a national model for strike resolution.’’ 

President Franklin Roosevelt’s New Deal 
saved Local 50. Its members were employed 
by many of the public works building efforts 
the New Deal initiated, including the city’s Col-
lins Park Water Treatment Plant, completed in 
1941 and still operating in testament to the 
members’ skills. World War II brought in-
creased work and technological and training 
improvements. 

As the union grew, progressive changes 
were initiated for its membership. The Health 
and Welfare Fund was created in 1952 fol-
lowed by pension, holiday and retirement 
plans. Beginning in the 1950s, the union’s 

membership was kept busy with many new 
buildings going up along Toledo’s downtown 
skyline and new buildings at the University of 
Toledo. In 1970, the members of Local 50 
began the biggest project in its history: the 
building of the Davis-Besse nuclear power 
plant. The history reports that during the eight- 
year building project, ‘‘Local 50 members dis-
mantled and rebuilt components of nearly 
every piping system installed in the plant.’’ 

Local 50 then joined with other unions in the 
Northwest Ohio Building Trades to strengthen 
further its efforts on behalf of its membership. 
This coalition was crucial to the unions during 
the economic downturn of the 1980s and the 
subsequent fallout of the challenges to work-
ing families brought by that economy. The 
Local’s history explains the union was able to 
remain strong ‘‘by ‘drawing on the highest tra-
ditions of craft unionism and moral guidance 
provided by the hearts and minds of its mem-
bership.’ The 1990s saw the centennial cele-
bration of Local 50 as well as employment in 
large construction projects and a renewed em-
phasis on continual training. As the new cen-
tury began, the jobs were still going strong. A 
new union hall and training center opened on 
August 12, 2003 with a state-of-the-art training 
center completed in 2009. Through the first 
years of the 21st Century, Local 50 members 
were again an integral part of major building 
efforts at universities, industries and public 
construction in our region. 

The January 4, 2000 edition of ‘‘The Pipe 
Line’’ Voice of the Building Trades printed this 
truth which summarizes the U.S. labor move-
ment and the journey of Local 50: ‘‘When 
Local 50 was born, there were no pensions, 
no hospitalization, no scholarships, no picnics, 
no dinner dances, no apprenticeships, no 
Journeyman training and no credit union. Each 
of these benefits grew through struggle and 
dedication. ‘We stand on the shoulders of 
those who came before.’ I don’t know who 
said this, but it is certainly true of Local 50 
. . . Over the last 100 years, labor has 
changed the face of this nation. We have 
weekends, Social Security, living wages, 
Health and Welfare, pensions, 8 hour days, 
safety provisions, and other benefits which are 
a direct result of labor’s struggles.’’ 

I am reminded of labor leader Richard 
Trumka’s statement that ‘‘There is nothing 
stronger than the American labor movement. 
United, we cannot and we will not be turned 
aside. We’ll work for it, sisters and brothers. 
We’ll stand for it. Together. Each of us. To 
bring out the best in America. To bring out the 
best in ourselves, and each other.’’ The broth-
ers and sisters of Local 50 in Northwest Ohio 
have done just this for 125 years, helping to 
create the middle class and bringing out the 
best that is in us. United, its members have 
stood strong over three centuries. United, its 
members will stand strong and in solidarity in 
the centuries to come. 

f 

HONORING CADET COL GREGORY 
WILSON 

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, May 15, 2015 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor a remarkable Cadet 

COL Gregory Wilson, a senior at Murrah High 
School who is the Jackson Public School 
JROTC Cadet of the Year for 2015. 

While maintaining a 3.8 grade point aver-
age, Cadet Wilson has held several key lead-
ership positions in the Battalion throughout his 
high school tenure. Cadet Wilson is a proud 
member of the National Honor Society and 
National Junior Classical League. He recently 
attended the American Legion Boys State 
where he was elected state treasurer. 

Cadet Wilson has also been actively in-
volved in a variety of community service 
projects including Stewpot Summer Enrich-
ment and Stop Hunger Now. Currently, he 
serves as the Cadet Battalion Commander for 
the ‘‘Mustang’’ Battalion. 

Cadet Wilson has been accepted to several 
colleges including the prestigious University of 
Mississippi Honors College. After graduating 
from Murrah with honors, Cadet Wilson will at-
tend the University of Mississippi. He plans to 
attend medical school at an Army residency 
program. His vision is to become a pathologist 
for the United States Army. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing Cadet COL Gregory Wilson. 

f 

HEZBOLLAH INTERNATIONAL FI-
NANCING PREVENTION ACT OF 
2015 

SPEECH OF 

HON. CHRIS VAN HOLLEN 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 14, 2015 

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Madam Speaker, I rise 
in strong support of H.R. 2297, the Hezbollah 
International Financing Prevention Act. 

The aim of the bill is to curtail the funding 
of Hezbollah’s domestic and international ter-
rorist activities by disrupting its logistics and fi-
nancial network. The bill proposes diplomatic, 
legislative, and executive strategies to combat 
Hezbollah including directing the Treasury De-
partment to prohibit or impose strict restric-
tions on the activities of financial institutions 
that knowingly facilitate transactions for the 
terrorist group. 

Some of the world’s most powerful banks 
are suspected of knowingly helping Hezbollah 
fund its terror operations by concealing billions 
of dollars in transactions with its Iranian spon-
sor. This bill will help to curb those activities. 

H.R. 2297 is largely the same bill as that 
which passed the House unanimously last 
July. The only differences are minor and in-
clude the stripping of the findings clauses and 
the removal of the section on conflict minerals. 

Hezbollah’s global logistics and financial 
network is a lifeline to the organization that 
strengthens its power to consolidate within 
countries such as Lebanon and Syria. 

I encourage my colleagues join me again in 
supporting the bill. 

f 

RECOGNIZING BECKY MUDD 

HON. DANA ROHRABACHER 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, May 15, 2015 

Mr. ROHRABACHER. Mr. Speaker, I would 
like to acknowledge the accomplishments of 
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my constituent, Ms. Becky Mudd. Becky ran a 
263-mile course from Huntington Beach, Cali-
fornia to the border of Arizona in nine days to 
raise public awareness of and funds for pedi-
atric cancer research. Over the nine day pe-
riod, Becky ran daily and dedicated parts of 
her journey to different forms of childhood 
cancer. She dedicated the first day of her run 
to Samuel Jeffers who at age 8 lost his life to 
brain cancer. The Jeffers family was Becky’s 
support crew during her run. 

As Becky neared the halfway point of her 
run in the city of Banning, California, the po-
lice chief rode alongside her on a bicycle. 
Becky made a brief stop at Banning City Hall 
to meet with families who had lost children to 
cancer. She surpassed her fundraising goal, 
raising more than $7,500 to support the Pedi-
atric Cancer Research Foundation. Through 
her activism, Becky has touched the lives of 
families and children who have been affected 
by pediatric cancer. 

Becky is supporting a tremendous effort to 
raise public awareness of a disease that this 
year is estimated by the American Cancer So-
ciety to affect 10,380 children in the United 
States under the age of 15. Her daily efforts 
to bring pediatric cancer to the forefront hon-
ors the memory of her two sisters, Robin Ross 
and Rhonda Ross, both of whom lost their 
lives to cancer. 

Becky was born and raised in Orange 
County, California. She is a resident of my 
48th Congressional District in Laguna Beach, 
California and a longtime employee of the Or-
ange County Water District. I commend and 
applaud her unstinting work to support pedi-
atric cancer research. It is my honor to join 
with my colleagues in recognition of Becky 
Mudd. 

f 

HONORING HENRY JABLONSKI 

HON. H. MORGAN GRIFFITH 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, May 15, 2015 

Mr. GRIFFITH. Mr. Speaker, I submit these 
remarks to commemorate the life of my col-
league and friend Henry Jablonski of 
Christiansburg, Virginia, who passed away on 
April 26, 2015. 

Born in Wilmington, Delaware, Henry went 
on to attend the University of Delaware, where 
he studied physics. He went on to work for 
Hercules, Inc. in Salt Lake City, Utah, Prince-
ton, New Jersey, and Radford, Virginia. He 
married fellow Wilmington native Norma while 
in Salt Lake City. The pair were married for 53 
years before Norma passed away in 2012. In 
Princeton his son Neil was born, and his 
daughter Jennifer was born in Radford. 

Henry truly was a rocket scientist, having 
worked in Utah to demonstrate the reliability of 
the Minute Man and Polaris missile stages. In 
1967, Henry moved to Southwest Virginia in 
order to assist in designing a Hercules auto-
mated manufacturing facility for propellants. 

After 36 years of service, Henry retired from 
Hercules Inc./Alliant Techsystems in 1995. 
Later, he returned to work at the Radford 
Army Ammunition Plant at Valentec Systems, 
Inc., where he provided engineering and man-
agement services for a manufacturing oper-
ation. 

Additionally, Henry was very involved in 
public service. He was elected to the Mont-

gomery County Board of Supervisors for four 
terms, and served from 1982–1997 as the 
county’s District D representative. During that 
time, Henry was elected Chairman of the 
Board for three years and Vice Chairman for 
seven years. 

From 1982–1997, Henry also served on the 
Montgomery County Public Service Authority 
(as Chairman for two years and as Vice Chair-
man for two years) and the New River Valley 
Planning District Commission (again as Chair-
man for two years and Vice Chairman for two 
years). 

Additionally, Henry was active with the 
Montgomery County Regional Economic De-
velopment Commission (from 1988–1993), the 
New River Valley Development Corp. (from 
1985–1997, Vice President and Board of Di-
rectors), the MBC (Montgomery County, 
Blacksburg, Christiansburg) Development 
Corp. (from 1990–1997, Board of Directors), 
the Montgomery County Planning Commission 
(from 1994–1996), the Montgomery County/ 
Floyd County Regional Library—Main Branch 
Building Commission (from 1986–1987), the 
Montgomery County School Site Selection 
Committee (from 1996–1997), and the Riner 
Fire Station Building Committee (from 1984– 
1985, Chairman). 

Henry served on the Boards of Directors of 
the Warm Hearth Village and the Montgomery 
Museum and Lewis Miller Regional Art Center. 
Henry was the chairman of and a writer for the 
museum’s book project committee. This com-
mittee lead to the publication of the 772-page 
book Virginia’s Montgomery County, which 
covers the history of the county. 

Further, Henry served in the United States 
Air Force Reserves from 1958–1963, and 
graduated from the Aircraft and Engine Me-
chanics School at Sheppard Air Force Base in 
Texas. 

Henry is survived by son, Neil Jablonski and 
wife, Dianna, of Spotsylvania, Virginia; daugh-
ter, Jennifer Jablonski, of Columbia, South 
Carolina; and sisters, Pat Allen, of Kansas 
City, Missouri; Nannette Cannon and husband, 
Jim, of Wilmington, Delaware, and Mary Julia 
Stachecki and husband, Chester, of Dover, 
Delaware. Henry was predeceased by cher-
ished wife, Norma. 

A man whose legacy and love for family, 
neighbors, and community will long be remem-
bered, Henry will be greatly missed. I am hon-
ored to pay tribute to Henry’s many contribu-
tions. My thoughts and prayers go out to his 
family and loved ones. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF THE GUN SHOW 
LOOPHOLE CLOSING ACT 

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, May 15, 2015 

Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of New York. 
Mr. Speaker, I am honored to introduce today 
the Gun Show Loophole Closing Act—critical 
legislation to keep dangerous weapons away 
from criminals and other prohibited persons. 
First proposed by my friend and former col-
league Rep. Carolyn McCarthy, I am humbled 
to continue her important effort to end gun vio-
lence, and this legislation would take an im-
portant step forward. 

States across the country, including my 
home state of New York, have recognized the 

danger posed by this significant gap in our 
gun laws that allows complete strangers to 
buy and sell guns without the background 
check requirements Congress passed in the 
Brady Bill. I’m proud that there is momentum 
around the country to update our gun laws 
and ensure that weapons do not end up in the 
wrong hands—but the fact is that we need a 
federal solution to this national problem. The 
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and 
Explosives has cited gun shows as a ‘‘major 
trafficking channel’’, and lax gun show regula-
tions in one state can allow guns in the hands 
of criminals in communities many states away. 

The Gun Show Loophole Closing Act will 
close this gap in existing law and give the ATF 
the resources and authority it needs to ensure 
that gun shows do not facilitate dangerous 
gun sales. The legislation will make sure that 
law enforcement knows the details about 
shows and that records are kept on firearm 
sales. These common-sense measures will 
bring consistent national standards to gun 
shows, help combat gun trafficking, and keep 
guns out of the wrong hands. 

I hope my colleagues will join me to support 
this important effort. 

f 

NATIONAL DEFENSE AUTHORIZA-
TION ACT FOR FISCAL YEAR 2016 

SPEECH OF 

HON. MADELEINE Z. BORDALLO 
OF GUAM 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 13, 2015 

The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union had under 
consideration the bill (H.R. 1735) to authorize 
appropriations for fiscal year 2016 for mili-
tary activities of the Department of Defense 
and for military construction, to prescribe 
military personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes: 

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Chair, I rise to discuss 
several important provisions included in H.R. 
1735, the National Defense Authorization Act 
for Fiscal Year 2016. The bill provides critical 
authorities to support our men and women in 
uniform. 

In particular, I appreciate the leadership of 
Readiness Chairman, Rep. ROB WITTMAN of 
Virginia, and the way we have worked to-
gether to address the readiness of our United 
States military. The underlying bill takes im-
portant steps to provide authorities and funds 
to support for the readiness of our military to 
meet the full spectrum of threats. 

However, I have concerns about an amend-
ment that is in en-bloc package 1 and spon-
sored by Congressman HANNA of New York. 
While I do not oppose the entire en-bloc pack-
age I am concerned about the potential im-
pacts of Mr. HANNA’s amendment on reverse 
auctions. In last year’s defense bill we carried 
a provision that provided a framework to con-
duct reverse auctions in the Department of 
Defense. I am concerned that Mr. HANNA’s 
amendment, as offered, is too broad and does 
not allow ample time for the DoD to implement 
what we required just months ago. 

The amendment would restrict the use of re-
verse auctions on procurement of certain 
items for the protection of Federal employees 
or members of the Armed Forces. Such broad 
language could include items that are more 
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appropriately procured through reverse auc-
tions. There is also no evidence that reverse 
auctions have been harmful in the procure-
ment of any personal safety devices including 
bullet-proof vests. 

Finally, the amendment includes a definition 
of design and construction services that is 
overly broad and could preclude contracting 
officials from using reverse auctions to save 
the government significant funding. For exam-
ple, it defines design and construction services 
to include interior design and landscape de-
sign. Use of reverse auctions may be an ap-
propriate way to save the government signifi-
cant funding. 

Ultimately, I appreciate the gentlemen’s in-
tent to provide a government-wide framework 
for reverse auctions but I am concerned the 
language is overly broad and could have the 
unintended consequences for contracting offi-
cers and potentially add costs instead of save 
the government valuable funding. I look for-
ward to working with Mr. HANNA of New York 
and Ms. MENG of New York to address their 
concerns during Conference Committee on the 
FY16 NDAA. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF THE RACIAL 
PROFILING PREVENTION ACT 

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON 
OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, May 15, 2015 

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, I rise to intro-
duce a bill, the Racial Profiling Prevention Act, 
to reestablish a federal grant program for 
states that desire to develop racial profiling 
laws, collect and maintain appropriate data, 
design programs to reduce racial profiling, and 
train law enforcement officers. We were suc-
cessful in getting the program included in the 
Safe, Accountable, Flexible, Efficient Trans-
portation Equity Act: A Legacy for Users 
(SAFETEA–LU) in 2005. Although the pro-
gram was just a small piece of the large 
SAFETEA–LU bill, nearly half of the states 
competed and ultimately participated in the 
program for multiple years. This experience 
speaks to state desires to deal with their own 
policing and profiling issues and to the useful-
ness of the program to states. Racial profiling 
is a form of racial discrimination that has been 
thrust back into the forefront of national con-
cern by the tragic deaths of Black men by po-
lice and national demonstrations and disturb-
ances, most recently in Baltimore, Maryland. 

Racial profiling on roads built with federal 
funds is a violation of Title VI of the 1964 Civil 
Rights Act, because it amounts to a govern-
ment subsidy of discrimination. However, while 
racial profiling remains more widespread in 
our country than most other forms of discrimi-
nation, there is little experience in developing 
legislation in this sensitive area to address ra-
cial profiling while allowing for appropriate law 
enforcement. My bill would help states to bet-
ter develop their racial profiling laws and help 
train law enforcement to avoid these prob-
lems. 

My bill imposes no mandates on states. It 
simply authorizes a grant program, but does 
not require states to participate. However, it 
provides resources that many states and local-
ities clearly need if they are to curb racial 
profiling. 

RECOGNIZING AMERICAN MUSIC 
LEGEND AND MISSISSIPPI NA-
TIVE B.B. KING 

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, May 15, 2015 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to recognize the life and legacy 
of one of Mississippi’s favorite sons and one 
of the icons of American music, Riley B. 
(‘‘B.B.’’) King. Born on a plantation between 
Indianola and Itta Bena, Mississippi, on Sep-
tember 16, 1925, B.B. King was raised in the 
Mississippi Delta and went on to become the 
unquestioned ‘‘King of the Blues.’’ 

Like many great musicians, B.B. King began 
his music career in church—singing in the 
choir of his grandmother’s church in 
Kilmichael, Mississippi. Eventually, he went on 
to earn nickels and dimes for playing the gui-
tar in the surrounding area. Mr. King was then 
introduced to Beale Street in Memphis and the 
Sonny Boy Williamson’s Radio Show where 
he received his big break and gained his nick-
name ‘‘Beale Street Blues Boy’’ which was ul-
timately shortened to ‘‘B.B.’’ 

In the 1950’s, B.B. King embarked on what 
would be a legendary touring career. This in-
cluded a record-setting 342 appearances in 
1956 with his band throughout the country in 
many venues ranging from those on the so- 
called ‘‘Chit’lin Circuit’’ to symphony concert 
halls. B.B. King often spent three hundred 
days out of the year performing on the road— 
even well into his 80’s. 

In one of the most unruly experiences he 
had on the road, he was playing a concert hall 
where a fight broke out, a kerosene lamp was 
knocked over and a fire was started in the 
hall. B.B. realized that in the rush, he left his 
beloved guitar in the hall and ran back in to 
get it. He later discovered that the fight broke 
out over a woman named Lucille and he de-
cided to name his guitar after her as a re-
minder to never do anything that crazy again. 
To this day, his trademark, black Gibson gui-
tars are called ‘‘Lucille.’’ 

B.B. King had one of the most identifiable 
and unique guitar styles in music history. He 
integrated complex string blends and his left 
hand vibrato which created an almost vocal- 
sounding guitar sound. This sound can be 
heard on his many hits including ‘‘Three 
O’Clock Blues,’’ ‘‘The Thrill Is Gone,’’ and 
‘‘Stormy Monday’’ 

B.B. King’s awards and honors are almost 
countless. He was inducted into the Blues Hall 
of Fame in 1984 and into the Rock and Roll 
Hall of Fame in 1987. He has received the 
Grammy Lifetime Achievement Award, Ken-
nedy Center Honors and the Presidential 
Medal of Freedom for his contribution to 
American music. Additionally, he has been be-
stowed honorary doctorates from Tougaloo 
College, Mississippi Valley State University, 
Rhodes College, Yale University and Brown 
University. 

Although he had such immense success all 
over the world, B.B. King never lost touch with 
his Mississippi Delta roots and each year re-
turned to his hometown of Indianola to give a 
concert at the B.B. King Homecoming Blues 
Festival. His iconic impact on music is a 
source of great pride for all Mississippians— 
especially those in the Delta. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that you and my col-
leagues join me in celebrating the life and leg-
acy of B.B. King. His work ethic and talent 
were immeasurable and his impact on Amer-
ican music is undeniable. He was a great 
bluesman, a great Mississippian and a great 
American. The ‘‘King’’ may have died today 
but his music will live on forever. 

f 

THE INTRODUCTION OF THE 
BROADENING OPPORTUNITIES 
THROUGH EDUCATION ACT 

HON. DONNA F. EDWARDS 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, May 15, 2015 

Ms. EDWARDS. Mr. Speaker, education is 
the key to building a workforce prepared to 
meet the needs and challenges of the 21st 
century global economy. However, every year 
more than 1.2 million students drop out of high 
schools across the United States. 

Students who drop out of high school not 
only reduce their opportunity to learn, but also 
tend to earn less over the course of their life 
and are often less prepared to compete in the 
workforce. Adults who drop out of high school 
and do not receive their GED earn on average 
41 percent less than their counterparts who 
completed high school. 

In addition, reducing the high school dropout 
rate could provide a significant boost to our 
economy. A study by researchers at Columbia 
University estimates that the net economic 
benefit per student graduating high school is 
approximately $127,000. 

Mr. Speaker, that is why today I reintro-
duced my Broadening Opportunities Through 
Education Act. This legislation provides addi-
tional resources to states that raise the age of 
compulsory school attendance through age 
17. These resources are designed to ensure 
that students at risk of dropping out receive 
the support they need to reach their fullest po-
tential. These funds would go towards estab-
lishing or expanding work-based programs 
that integrate academic and career-based 
skills through career and technical training and 
apprenticeships; implementing early warning 
systems to help high schools and middle 
schools to identify struggling students and im-
plement evidence based interventions; and in-
creasing support systems for students through 
activities such as student advising and one-to- 
one mentoring. 

As Congress continues to work on strate-
gies to address our deficit and grow our 21st 
century economy, we cannot forget that our 
greatest asset is the knowledge base of our 
workforce. I encourage my colleagues to co-
sponsor the Broadening Opportunities 
Through Education Act and help me bring this 
program to fruition. 

f 

REMEMBERING THE LIFE OF MR. 
WILLIAM ‘‘BILL’’ CLEMENS 

HON. TIM RYAN 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, May 15, 2015 

Mr. RYAN of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor the life of Mr. William ‘‘Bill’’ Clemens, 
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who passed away peacefully on April 24, 
2015. Bill was born to his loving parents Lewis 
and Ina Walker on May 5, 1925. He was 
raised in Southern Illinois where he attended 
a one-room schoolhouse, and while attending 
school he began working in his father’s gen-
eral merchandise store in Grantsburg, IL as 
well as his father’s furniture store in Vienna, 
IL. 

Bill was very successful in his schooling 
having graduated from Vienna Township High 
School in 1942, Northwestern University in 
1945, and the Harvard Business School’s Mid- 
Officer Certificate program for Navy Supply 
Corps Officers in 1945. Bill was very kind and 
hardworking but above all else, he loved his 
family and they were his most prized posses-
sion. For all who knew Bill, one of his proud-
est achievements in life had been serving as 
an Ensign in the U.S. Navy. He was stationed 
as Commissary Officer on Guam, until he was 
honorably discharged in 1946. Bill later dedi-
cated over 32 years, working for General Elec-
tric (GE) in computer systems until finally retir-
ing in 1988. Bill was passionate about cook-
ing, photography, writing, and working with 
computers. 

On January 16, 1955 Bill married Ms. Joyce 
(Harkins) Walker in northern Georgia and later 
the pair welcomed their son Jeffrey and 
daughter Nancy. After Joyce’s passing, Bill 
married BettyAnn Walker in 1997. The pair 
lived in Naples, Florida until his passing this 
year. Bill is preceded in death by his father 
Lewis; mother Ina; wife Joyce; and his two 
brothers Newton and James. He leaves be-
hind his wife BettyAnn; son Jeff; daughter 
Nancy; sister Elizabeth; and seven grand-
children. I would like to extend my deepest 
condolences to Bill’s entire family. He was a 
great man whose legacy will continue to live 
on, and he will be missed. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF THE 
HONORABLE ADOLPH MCLENDON 

HON. SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR. 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, May 15, 2015 

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor a devoted leader and out-
standing public servant, the Honorable Adolph 
McLendon, who has served as the Mayor of 
Richland, Georgia since 1974. Under Mayor 
McLendon’s leadership, Richland has become 
a prosperous economic hub and the ideal 
community in which to live. Mayor McLendon 
will be honored for his service by his staff, 
friends, supporters, and the citizens of Rich-
land at a celebration on Monday, May 18, 
2015 at noon at the Richland Hotel in Rich-
land, Georgia. 

A native of Soperton, Georgia, Mayor 
McLendon began devoting his time and talents 
to public service following his graduation from 
Soperton High School. He spent 36 years with 
Seaboard Railroad, and served our country 
honorably in the United States Army and Air 
Force National Guard. 

Always seeking to improve and better his 
community, he served on the Lower Chat-
tahoochee Area Planning and Development 
Committee, the Stewart County Water Board, 
the Board of Richland Banking Company, the 
Board of the Stewart Webster Hospital, and 
the Board of the Rural Health Clinic. 

In 1974, Adolph McLendon was elected 
mayor of Richland, Georgia and during his 33 
years of leadership, he has taken great pride 
in improving and investing in the city of Rich-
land. He has created a business-friendly set-
ting, effectively generating sales tax revenue, 
he has championed the preservation of Rich-
land’s historic downtown Victorian storefronts 
through smart redevelopment, he has ad-
vanced ideas and initiatives to build a diverse 
tax digest, and he has built a political environ-
ment where equal opportunity is not a goal, 
but a reality. 

Dr. Benjamin E. Mays often said: ‘‘You 
make your living by what you get, you make 
your life by what you give.’’ We are so grateful 
that Mayor McLendon has given so much of 
himself to the city of Richland, Georgia. A man 
of great integrity, he serves as an inspiration 
to other public officials in the city and sur-
rounding areas, as well as to those who strive 
to better their own communities. The residents 
of Richland are truly blessed to have a leader 
who genuinely cares for each and every one 
of them and has their best interests at heart. 

A man of deep and abiding faith, Mayor 
McLendon is an active member of Richland 
United Methodist Church, where he has 
served on and chaired the Board of Stewards 
for many years. He shares his life and accom-
plishments with his wife of 48 years, Margaret. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join 
me, my wife Vivian, and the more than 
730,000 residents of Georgia’s Second Con-
gressional District in honoring and recognizing 
Mayor Adolph McLendon on this special occa-
sion for his significant contributions and endur-
ing dedication to the city of Richland and 
Stewart County, Georgia. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF LOWELL P. 
WEICKER, JR., FORMER GOV-
ERNOR AND SENATOR OF CON-
NECTICUT 

HON. JOE COURTNEY 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, May 15, 2015 

Mr. COURTNEY. Mr. Speaker, today I rise 
to recognize Lowell P. Weicker, Jr., former 
Governor and Senator of Connecticut, on the 
dedication of the Lowell P. Weicker Building at 
the National Institutes of Health (NIH) in Be-
thesda, Maryland. 

Lowell Weicker served as the 85th Governor 
of Connecticut from 1991 to 1995, prior to 
which he represented Connecticut in the 
United States Senate from 1971 to 1989. 

In 1981, when President Reagan submitted 
his first budget to Congress, he proposed sig-
nificant cuts to domestic programs, including 
the NIH and services for the disabled and dis-
advantaged. Then-Senator Weicker led a band 
of Republicans to respond to these proposed 
cuts and worked with Democrats to craft a 
budget that restored funding for the NIH. 

In 1983, Senator Weicker ascended to 
Chairman of the Labor, Health, and Human 
Services Appropriations Subcommittee. From 
that post, Senator Weicker defended the NIH 
from proposed cuts to research on cancer and 
Alzheimer’s, and he held the first hearings on 
HIV/AIDS research. In the early 1980s, few 
Americans understood what the AIDS virus 
was and how it was transmitted. Many held 

prejudices against those who were most ini-
tially affected by the disease. 

Senator Weicker was ahead of his time in 
seeing HIV/AIDS as an emerging health crisis. 
While support for AIDS research was con-
troversial, Senator Weicker stood firm in his 
support for science and the community, and 
preserved research from the threat of preju-
dice. Senator Weicker recognized the need for 
our government to fight the AIDS epidemic 
comprehensively, from research to treatment 
to public education. Senator Weicker implored 
his colleagues to change their attitudes on 
AIDS, asking them, ‘‘When in America did we 
ask how you got sick before coming to your 
assistance?’’ 

In 1986, Senator Weicker played a critical 
role in securing the first funding for clinical 
trials on AZT and treatment for 10,000 AIDS 
infected patients. AZT was a transformative 
and first in a line of drugs that helped turned 
the tide in treatment for HIV/AIDS. Weicker’s 
support laid the groundwork for the approval 
of AZT as an effective treatment by the FDA 
in 1987. 

As Chairman of the Labor-Health Appropria-
tions Subcommittee, Senator Weicker did 
more than defend the NIH budget, he helped 
secure a 56 percent increase, translating into 
lifesaving research for millions of Americans. 
Moreover, Senator Weicker led the fight to 
grow federal funding to combat AIDS from $64 
million in 1984 to $925 million in 1988. 

He also worked for health and education 
programs for physically and developmentally 
disabled persons and the poor. Weicker spon-
sored the Protection and Advocacy for the 
Mentally Ill Act in 1985 and in 1988 introduced 
legislation that would become the Americans 
with Disabilities Act. 

Even after his service in the U.S. Senate, 
he has continued to champion medical re-
search, launching Research!America in 1989, 
and serving as President of the Board of Di-
rectors of Trust for America’s Health, and as 
a Director of the National Library of Medicine 
of the National Institutes of Health since Feb-
ruary 2003. 

On Tuesday, May 5, the National Institutes 
of Health held a ceremony dedicating the 
newly-renovated Lowell P. Weicker Building, 
where scientists in the National Institute of Al-
lergy and Infectious Diseases will conduct the 
lifesaving research then-Senator Weicker 
fought so hard to protect. Speakers at the 
ceremony included Dr. Francis Collins, Direc-
tor of the National Institutes of Health, Dr. An-
thony Fauci, Director of the National Institute 
of Allergy and Infectious Diseases, Re-
search!America President Mary Woolley and 
former Senator Tom Harkin, a colleague of 
Senator Weicker who worked with him on a bi-
partisan basis to secure funding for the NIH. 
Each speaker highlighted Senator Weicker’s 
achievements on health policy as a senator, 
especially with regard to NIH research on HIV/ 
AIDS. 

It was a fitting tribute at NIH for Lowell 
Weicker, worthy of the champion who fought 
bravely to protect its buildings and the irre-
placeable research conducted inside them. I 
ask my colleagues to join me in congratulating 
Governor Weicker on the dedication of the 
Lowell P. Weicker Building and for his lifelong 
dedication to disadvantaged Americans. 
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HONORING MISS QUANESHIA 

BAKER 

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, May 15, 2015 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor a multi-talented young 
lady, Miss Quaneshia Baker. Miss Quaneshia 
Baker, a resident of Rolling Fork, MS, is the 
eldest of two, raised in a single parent home. 

She is a 2015 Honors graduate of South 
Delta High School. Quaneshia plans to attend 
the University of Mississippi and pursue a de-
gree in political science with the dream of be-
coming an attorney. Quaneshia, an all-around 
student, excelled in both academics and extra-
curricular activities. Quaneshia scored a per-
fect score on the Algebra I and Mathematical 
MCT exam. She scored in the highest cat-
egory on the Algebra I, Biology I, English II, 
and World History state exams. She held the 
title of Miss South Delta twice, once in middle 
school and the other in high school for having 
the highest grade point average in school. 

Quaneshia is a member and officer of var-
ious academic and extracurricular activities. 
She is the President of the class of 2015 and 
member of the 4H Club, Student Council, Peer 
Council, Jackson State University’s Teen 
Drinking Prevention Council and the Mayor’s 
Youth Council. Quaneshia is a member of the 
Future Farmers of America (FFA) organiza-
tion, where she competed in eight different 
competitions: Parliamentary Procedure, Open-
ing and Closing Ceremony demonstration, Flo-
riculture, Nursery Landscape, and Horticulture. 
Also, she was the highest scoring silver coin 
individual on her team while competing in 
Kentucky at the National FFA competition. 

Miss Baker has volunteered with the Mis-
sissippi Department of Environmental Quality 
and the Legacy Village by conducting re-
search and informing the community of envi-
ronmental safety. Other community activities 
Quaneshia has been involved in include: land-
scaping the Vocational complex, mentoring 5th 
graders, adopting a senior citizen, directing 
the annual Delta Marathon, serve as tour lead-
er during the Annual Deep Delta Beat Festival, 
reading to children at Ripley Blackwell head 
start and South Delta Elementary school and 
participating in a school supply giveaway. 

Having achieved so much at a young age, 
Miss Baker strives every day to reach her 
goals while remembering this quote from Aris-
totle, which states, ‘‘We are what we repeat-
edly do. Excellence, then, is not an act, but a 
habit.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing Miss Quaneshia Baker for her 
hard work, dedication and a strong desire to 
achieve. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. TODD C. YOUNG 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, May 15, 2015 

Mr. YOUNG of Indiana. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to correct the record and express my 
support of Mr. KING’s amendment to the Mili-
tary Construction and Veterans Affairs and 
Related Agencies Appropriations Act. 

In the midst of the appropriations amend-
ment series for this bill, I was mistaken about 
which amendment was being considered and 
accidentally voted against Mr. KING’s Davis- 
Bacon prohibition amendment on the floor. 

When these types of amendments have 
come up in the past, I have always voted to 
prohibit the Davis-Bacon prevailing wage re-
quirements from applying to federally funded 
projects. 

Last Congress, I voted in favor of Mr. KING’s 
amendment in two different appropriations bills 
and in the 112th Congress, I voted in favor of 
eight different Davis-Bacon prohibition amend-
ments in various appropriations and transpor-
tation bills. 

The Depression-era Davis-Bacon Act is fun-
damentally flawed, continues to create ineffi-
ciencies and inflates the cost of our construc-
tion projects. 

I want to make it clear that I am supportive 
of the King Amendment and it was my inten-
tion to vote ‘‘aye’’ both then and in the future. 

f 

RECOGNIZING STEVEN LUCYSHYN 

HON. LOUISE McINTOSH SLAUGHTER 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, May 15, 2015 

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to commemorate the life of a veteran and 
member of the Rochester community, Steven 
Lucyshyn. 

Rochester is a vibrant city with a rich history 
including the members of its community who 
ranged from activists to philanthropists to tech-
nological pioneers, and the businesses that 
were the front-runners of their time in their re-
spective fields. The contributions made by 
Rochesterians inspire their fellow community 
members on a daily basis. Steven is no ex-
ception. Born in 1919, Steven was a hard-
working man who carried on the spirit of 
Rochester in his day-to-day life as a husband, 
father, and friend. 

But he went well beyond that. In the midst 
of World War II, Steven answered the call to 
serve his country and joined the Armed 
Forces. On June 12, 1941, Steven enlisted as 
a Private and proudly served in the Warrant 
Officers branch of the U.S. Army. Steven dis-
played this immense bravery while fighting in 
the Battle of the Bulge. Serving one’s country 
requires an immense amount of courage and 
valor that few of us are capable of displaying. 
It is without hesitation that we honor the life of 
Steven, his love for his family and the con-
tributions that he made to this country and the 
Rochester community. 

Steven was predeceased by his beloved 
wife of 66 years, Amelia, who together, raised 
two children, Michael Lucyshyn and Janice 
Schillaci; had two grandsons, Samuel J. 
(Becky) Lucyshyn and Michael J. Schillaci; 
and four great-grandchildren, Zoe, Dominic, 
Mia, and Jessica. As his family and friends 
mourn his passing, let this record celebrate his 
life and service to our country. 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. ADAM SMITH 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, May 15, 2015 

Mr. SMITH of Washington. Mr. Speaker, 
during the evening of Thursday, April 30 and 
on Friday, May 1, 2015, I took medical leave 
to make an appointment related to my recov-
ery from a surgical procedure and was unable 
to be present for recorded votes. Had I been 
present, I would have voted: 

‘‘NO’’ on rollcall vote No. 183 (on agreeing 
to the conference report for S. Con. Res. 11), 

‘‘YES’’ on rollcall vote No. 184 (on agreeing 
to the Van Hollen Amendment to H.R. 2029), 

‘‘YES’’ on rollcall vote No. 185 (on agreeing 
to the first Mulvaney Amendment to H.R. 
2029), 

‘‘YES’’ on rollcall vote No. 186 (on agreeing 
to the second Mulvaney Amendment to H.R. 
2029), 

‘‘YES’’ on rollcall vote No. 187 (on agreeing 
to the Nadler Amendment to H.R. 2029), 

‘‘YES’’ on rollcall vote No. 188 (on agreeing 
to the Blumenauer Amendment to H.R. 2029), 

‘‘YES’’ on rollcall vote No. 189 (on agreeing 
to the Pocan Amendment to H.R. 2029), 

‘‘NO’’ on rollcall vote No. 190 (on agreeing 
to the Hice Amendment to H.R. 2029), 

‘‘NO’’ on rollcall vote No. 191 (on agreeing 
to the King (IA) Amendment to H.R. 2029), 

‘‘YES’’ on rollcall vote No. 192 (on the mo-
tion to recommit H.R. 2029, with instructions), 

‘‘NO’’ on rollcall vote No. 193 (on passage 
of H.R. 2029), 

‘‘NO’’ on rollcall vote No. 194 (on passage 
of H.J. Res. 43), 

‘‘NO’’ on rollcall vote No. 195 (on agreeing 
to the first McClintock Amendment to H.R. 
2028), 

‘‘YES’’ on rollcall vote No. 196 (on agreeing 
to the Ruiz Amendment to H.R. 2028), 

‘‘NO’’ on rollcall vote No. 197 (on agreeing 
to the Griffith Amendment to H.R. 2028), 

‘‘YES’’ on rollcall vote No. 198 (on agreeing 
to the first Swalwell Amendment to H.R. 
2028), 

‘‘NO’’ on rollcall vote No. 199 (on agreeing 
to the Byrne Amendment to H.R. 2028), 

‘‘NO’’ on rollcall vote No. 200 (on agreeing 
to the second McClintock Amendment to H.R. 
2028), 

‘‘YES’’ on rollcall vote No. 201 (on agreeing 
to the Ellison Amendment to H.R. 2028), 

‘‘YES’’ on rollcall vote No. 202 (on agreeing 
to the second Swalwell Amendment to H.R. 
2028), 

‘‘YES’’ on rollcall vote No. 203 (on agreeing 
to the Quigley Amendment to H.R. 2028), 

‘‘YES’’ on rollcall vote No. 204 (on agreeing 
to the Garamendi Amendment to H.R. 2028), 

‘‘NO’’ on rollcall vote No. 205 (on agreeing 
to the Hudson Amendment to H.R. 2028), 

‘‘NO’’ on rollcall vote No. 206 (on agreeing 
to the Sanford Amendment to H.R. 2028), 

‘‘NO’’ on rollcall vote No. 207 (on agreeing 
to the Burgess Amendment to H.R. 2028), 

‘‘NO’’ on rollcall vote No. 208 (on agreeing 
to the Rothfus Amendment to H.R. 2028), 

‘‘NO’’ on rollcall vote No. 209 (on agreeing 
to the Gosar Amendment to H.R. 2028), 

‘‘NO’’ on rollcall vote No. 210 (on agreeing 
to the Blackburn Amendment to H.R. 2028), 

‘‘NO’’ on rollcall vote No. 211 (on agreeing 
to the McClintock Amendment to H.R. 2028), 
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‘‘NO’’ on rollcall vote No. 212 (on agreeing 

to the first LaMalfa Amendment to H.R. 2028), 
‘‘NO’’ on rollcall vote No. 213 (on agreeing 

to the second LaMalfa Amendment to H.R. 
2028), 

‘‘YES’’ on rollcall vote No. 214 (on the mo-
tion to recommit H.R. 2028, with instructions), 

‘‘NO’’ on rollcall vote No. 215 (on passage 
of H.R. 2028). 

f 

HONORING JEWISH AMERICAN 
HERITAGE MONTH 

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, May 15, 2015 

Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, this May we cel-
ebrate Jewish American History Month, to rec-
ognize the social, political, and cultural history 
of America’s Jewish community. I am pleased 
to recognize the myriad contributions Jewish 
Americans make every day to improve our 
City, State and Nation often in the face of un-
speakable discrimination and adversity. Amer-
ica is blessed to have such a vibrant commu-
nity that impacts so many lives through the 
spirit of tikkun olam, or repairing the world. 

It is my great honor to represent the Upper 
Manhattan Congressional District and the 
Bronx, which is home to many distinguished 
institutions, such as The Jewish Theological 
Seminary, Yeshiva University, and Touro Col-
lege, as well as almost thirty active syna-
gogues of all denominations. I am proud that 
my dearly respected friend, Rabbi Arthur 
Schneier, who is world-renowned for his ef-
forts to promote peace and justice, has been 
recently knighted by Pope Francis and made 
a member of the Papal Order of St. Sylvester 
at a ceremony in New York. 

Over the years, I have worked closely with 
New York based institutional organizations like 
the Jewish Community Relations Council, Met 
Council of Jewish Poverty and the American 
Jewish Committee on a variety of issues. I 
have led past efforts to assist Jews seeking 
refuge from the former Soviet Union and Ethi-
opia, and I am proud to have worked with my 
colleagues in Congress on various bills to fight 
anti-Semitism and racism. Just recently I sup-
ported a resolution urging the Administration 
to combat anti-Semitism globally. As a strong 
supporter of Israel, I will continue to advocate 
for stability in the Middle East. I congratulate 
Jewish people everywhere for their contribu-
tions to our community and to our country. To 
them I say Shalom and Kol Tov. 

f 

HONORING NIA DORROUGH 

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, May 15, 2015 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor a goal oriented stu-
dent at Quitman County Middle School. 

Nia Dorrough was born on November 29, 
2002 to Tawanda Dorrough. She is the grand-
daughter of Melvin and Virginia Dorrough. Nia 
is a straight A student who has been on the 
Superintendent’s List since kindergarten. She 
is an active member of the Quitman County 

Middle School’s Student Council. She also 
represented the Language Arts department in 
her schools coronation as Miss Language Arts 
for her astounding scores. When Nia was at 
Quitman County Elementary School, Nia vol-
unteered to help raise money for her school to 
build a new playground by collecting box tops. 
Some of Nia’s goals include: helping medical 
researchers gain funding to find a cure for 
cancer and other diseases. She aspires to do 
this by becoming a successful lawyer with her 
own law firm. Nia is an active member in her 
community and works as a Junior Secretary 
for Burrell Chapel M. B. Church. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing Nia Dorrough, as a student who 
is goal oriented and making a difference in her 
community. 

f 

CONGRATULATING WEST KEN-
TUCKY COMMUNITY AND TECH-
NICAL COLLEGE 

HON. ED WHITFIELD 
OF KENTUCKY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, May 15, 2015 

Mr. WHITFIELD. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to congratulate West Kentucky Community 
and Technical College (WKCTC) on recently 
being named one of the top three community 
colleges in America by the Aspen Institute. 

Selected from 1,123 community colleges na-
tionwide, this marks the second time WKCTC 
has been chosen as Finalist-with-Distinction in 
addition to having been ranked as a top ten fi-
nalist every year the Aspen Prize has been 
awarded since its launch in 2011. 

Created by the Aspen Institute, The Aspen 
Prize is the nation’s preeminent recognition of 
high achievement and performance in Amer-
ica’s community colleges and is awarded 
every two years. The prize recognizes institu-
tions for outstanding outcomes in four areas: 
student learning; certificate and degree com-
pletion; employment and earnings; and high 
levels of access and success for minority and 
low-income students. 

WKCTC students graduate and transfer at 
rates that exceed the national average by 
eight percent and asserts no gap in graduation 
rates between minorities and other students— 
a rare occurrence in most of the nation’s col-
leges and universities. Working to draw first- 
generation students into college, WKCTC fac-
ulty and staff consistently track student learn-
ing and completion outcomes and use this 
data to improve teaching and guidance prac-
tices. These efforts have resulted in an in-
crease in student retention and degree com-
pletion, and place them among the very best 
in graduating students who are prepared for 
meaningful employment and/or success after 
transferring to a four-year institution. 

WKCTC has been a primary player in efforts 
to expand economic growth, from a high-tech 
industrialized training facility for area compa-
nies to adding programs in anticipated growth 
areas, including marine technology, logistics 
and operations management. 

Community colleges today enroll more than 
40 percent of all U.S. undergraduates—7 mil-
lion students—working toward degrees and 
certificates. While fewer than half of all com-
munity college students graduate nationwide, 
Aspen Prize finalist institutions demonstrate 

community colleges can help students achieve 
higher levels of success while in college and 
after they graduate. 

West Kentucky Community and Technical 
College, located in Paducah, Kentucky, stands 
among these leading institutions and I am 
pleased to see its success once again being 
acknowledged. 

f 

UNITING AND STRENGTHENING 
AMERICA BY FULFILLING 
RIGHTS AND ENSURING EFFEC-
TIVE DISCIPLINE OVER MONI-
TORING ACT OF 2015 

SPEECH OF 

HON. CHRIS VAN HOLLEN 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 13, 2015 

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
in opposition to H.R. 2048, the USA Freedom 
Act. 

In the wake of last week’s 2nd Circuit Court 
Decision, I want to commend Chairman GOOD-
LATTE, Ranking Member CONYERS, Congress-
man SENSENBRENNER, and Congressman NAD-
LER, for crafting legislation that makes mean-
ingful reforms to many NSA surveillance pro-
grams—including Section 215 of the Patriot 
Act—and is a departure from the untenable 
status quo. However, despite these positive 
reforms, this bill fails to address Section 702 
of the FISA Amendments Act, an even more 
invasive program than Section 215 which al-
lows the government to collect both data and 
content of Americans without a warrant. 

Last year’s version of the USA Freedom Act 
similarly scaled back many of the surveillance 
programs the NSA currently has at its dis-
posal. Unfortunately, Section 702 was not one 
of them. Throughout the process, we were re-
peatedly assured by Chairman GOODLATTE 
and Congressman SENSENBRENNER that there 
would be a real future effort to address Sec-
tion 702. At that time, Rep. SENSENBRENNER 
stated, ‘‘Section 702 of FISA has been im-
properly used to obtain the content of Ameri-
cans’ private communications without a war-
rant, which is unconstitutional under the 
Fourth Amendment and a blatant violation of 
Americans’ civil liberties.’’ 

Like Rep. SENSENBRENNER, I have also con-
sistently said that Section 702 opened the 
door to some of the most troublesome surveil-
lance practices that have come to light in re-
cent years. Last year, I strongly supported the 
effort to fix those aspects of Section 702. Un-
fortunately, as I indicated last year, last minute 
changes stripped out provisions that would 
have ‘‘prevented the NSA from being able to 
search government databases for foreign com-
munications content of American citizens with-
out a warrant.’’ When those important provi-
sions were removed, Chairman GOODLATTE 
and Rep. SENSENBRENNER pledged that we 
would address these reforms without delay. 

Unfortunately, here we are a year later and 
Chairman GOODLATTE and Rep. SENSEN-
BRENNER still have not allowed for a full debate 
and vote on this issue. Despite the Chairman’s 
supposed support to end Section 702, when 
Congresswoman LOFGREN offered an amend-
ment during markup of the USA Freedom Act 
to prohibit these warrantless backdoor 
searches, Chairman GOODLATTE said, ‘‘this is 
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a poison pill amendment . . ., there is a time 
and a place for everything.’’ When this bill 
came before the Rules Committee, Rep. LOF-
GREN was not even allowed to offer her 
amendment. 

The refusal to include reforms to Section 
702 is even more disappointing given that 
there are many important provisions in this bill 
that provide additional safeguards to protect 
the privacy and civil liberties of Americans. 
Specifically, this bill puts significant constraints 
on the government’s ability to collect data 
under Section 215. No longer will the NSA be 
able to collect the phone records of millions of 
Americans who have no connection to crime 
or terrorism. Instead, every request made by 
the NSA for specific call records must be re-
viewed on a case-by-case basis by the FISA 
court. 

This legislation also carefully constructs the 
definition of the ‘‘specific selection terms’’ the 
government can use to access call records. 
H.R. 2048 requires the ‘‘specific selection 
term’’ to be an ‘‘individual, account, or per-
sonal device.’’ As a result, no longer will the 
NSA be able to collect phone records in bulk 
using terms like ‘‘People in Maryland’’ and 
‘‘Area Code 301.’’ 

Despite these improvements to Section 215, 
I remain disappointed that the bill does not es-
tablish a Citizens Advocate to represent citi-
zens’ privacy interests at the secret FISA 
Court proceedings. In 2013, Representative 
JIM JORDAN and I introduced bipartisan legisla-
tion to create such a position. The initial draft 
of last year’s USA Freedom Act included this 
provision, but this language has since been 
weakened and only provides for a panel of ad-
visors to be employed at the discretion of the 
FISC. 

Last month’s decision by the Second Circuit 
in ACLU v. Clapper, makes clear that Section 
215 is illegal and that a clean re-authorization 
would be a clear violation of the law. So while 
I appreciate the reforms made in this bill to 
Section 215, these reforms are modest given 
the Court’s recent decision. On the other 
hand, Section 702 of the FISA Amendments 
Act does not sunset until the end of 2017 and 
there is no clear indication that we will be vot-
ing to curtail this program anytime in the near 
future. I believe that today’s legislation could 
be our last real opportunity to address this. It 
is my hope that the companion legislation in 
the Senate includes these provisions and that 
I will be able to support a final compromise bill 
later this year. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF ELIZABETH 
‘‘BETTY’’ M. PERRY 

HON. DORIS O. MATSUI 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, May 15, 2015 

Ms. MATSUI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize my friend and a true leader of our 
nation’s seniors, Ms. Elizabeth ‘‘Betty’’ Perry, 
who recently passed away. I ask all my col-
leagues to join me in recognizing her for her 
work on behalf of all Americans. 

A Sacramento native, Betty returned home 
to become a teacher after graduating from UC 
Berkeley. She first taught at Kit Carson Junior 
High School, and then became a teacher and 
counselor at C. K. McClatchy High School, 

where she influenced many students. One of 
these students was my husband, the late Con-
gressman Robert Matsui. Bob adored Betty 
and remained close to her when he served on 
the Sacramento City Council and in Congress. 
After her teaching career came to a close, 
Betty emerged a true expert and leader on 
senior issues, where she and Bob worked 
closely to ensure Medicare and Social Secu-
rity were preserved for future generations. 
Betty was especially known for her work with 
the Older Women’s League (OWL), an organi-
zation whose mission is to improve the status 
and quality of life for midlife and older women. 
Within OWL, she served in many positions, in-
cluding President of its Sacramento and Cali-
fornia chapters, Coordinator of Education & 
Research, and Director of Public Policy. She 
also served as President of Health Access 
California. Betty was an unwavering advocate 
for improved access to quality health care, in-
cluding universal coverage and improved in- 
home care, as well as fair housing laws and 
preserving each American’s civil rights. 

Betty married Calvin Perry in 1977, gaining 
three step-children and six step-grandchildren 
in the process. In addition to her thoughtful 
advocacy, she was known as an incredibly 
caring woman and accomplished athlete. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
today in paying honor to Elizabeth ‘‘Betty’’ M. 
Perry for her extraordinary service and advo-
cacy to those of us in Sacramento and across 
the nation. Her life and legacy is an inspiration 
to us all. I ask that we take a moment and ex-
tend our utmost respect and condolences to 
her family. 

f 

IRAN NUCLEAR AGREEMENT 
REVIEW ACT 

HON. STEVE ISRAEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, May 15, 2015 

Mr. ISRAEL. Mr. Speaker, today I commend 
the House of Representatives for passing H.R. 
1191, the Iran Nuclear Agreement Review Act 
of 2015. It is critical that Congress has a prop-
er role in reviewing any final deal that may be 
reached regarding Iran’s nuclear program. 
Congress must continue to play a role to en-
sure Iran does not acquire a nuclear weapon. 

I have been outspoken in expressing my 
skepticism at the current negotiations with Iran 
and remain skeptical after the release of the 
recent framework. I have many questions that 
have yet to be answered and am deeply con-
cerned by Iran’s statements after the frame-
work was released. 

I have been and will continue to be defiant 
in demanding Congressional review of any 
final deal and am pleased the Senate passed 
this legislation last week and the House 
passed it today. 

No deal is better than a bad deal, and this 
legislation allows for sufficient Congressional 
oversight while ensuring that we have an op-
portunity to review the details of any final deal 
should one be reached. 

HONORING MARY FORTUNE 
WILLIAMS 

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, May 15, 2015 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor a self-motivated lead-
er and innovator of the community, Ms. Mary 
Fortune Williams, MBA, works as an Account-
ant for the State of Mississippi. She earned 
her Bachelor of Science degree in Marketing 
from Jackson State University and her Master 
of Business Administration degree from Mis-
sissippi College. She also earned a Certificate 
of Accounting from Mississippi College. 

Ms. Williams is a single parent of one 
daughter. After becoming divorced, when her 
daughter was a toddler, she was determined 
that her child would not become another nega-
tive statistic attributed to single parent house-
holds. She strives to instill in her daughter one 
of the greatest fundamentals of life: Never let 
negative circumstances define who you are or 
what you can become. 

Ms. Williams is actively involved in her 
daughter’s educational and character develop-
ment. She works diligently in her church and 
her community. She is part of the Youth Lead-
ership Team at Greater Fairview Missionary 
Baptist Church, serves as an Assistant Leader 
of Girl Scout Troop 5576, serves on the PTSA 
Board of Murrah High School, and serves on 
the planning committee for the American Can-
cer Society’s Relay for Life of Jackson, Mis-
sissippi. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing Ms. Mary F. Williams for giving 
back to the community in which she was born 
and reared. 

f 

IN HONOR OF SHERIFF JERRY M. 
MODENA, SR. 

HON. SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR. 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, May 15, 2015 

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, it is 
with a heavy heart and solemn remembrance 
that I rise today to pay tribute to an out-
standing public servant and courageous leader 
of the Macon, Georgia community, Sheriff 
Jerry M. Modena, Sr. Sadly, Sheriff Modena 
passed away on Wednesday, May 13, 2015. 
Funeral services to celebrate his life will be 
held on Monday, May 18, 2015 at 11:00 a.m. 
at Mabel White Memorial Baptist Church in 
Macon, Georgia. 

Sheriff Jerry Modena was widely known in 
his community as a compassionate leader 
committed to fighting crime and making Bibb 
County a safer place to live. Throughout his 
entire career with the Sheriff’s office, Sheriff 
Modena gave one hundred percent of his 
heart to his line of duty. 

Prior to joining the Bibb County Sheriff’s Of-
fice, Sheriff Modena served our country honor-
ably as a paratrooper in the United States 
Army. In 1964, at the age of 23, he joined the 
Sheriff’s office and remained there for over 
forty years. In 2001, he was elected Bibb 
County Sheriff and remained Sheriff for three 
terms before stepping down in 2012. Even 
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after leaving the Sheriff’s Office, he remained 
heavily involved and concerned for the 
wellbeing of the community. 

From the beginning of his career, Sheriff 
Modena was determinedly committed to the 
safety and welfare of those he was charged to 
protect. Described as firm but fair, he not only 
had a positive impact on each individual he 
encountered, but he also had a tremendous 
and everlasting impact upon his community. 
He is celebrated for creating substations 
around Bibb County and for championing the 
cause of the mentally ill in the Bibb County 
Jail, reserving 200 beds for those with mental 
health issues in his newly expanded 966-per-
son lockup that opened in 2007. 

Perhaps one of Sheriff Modena’s greatest 
accomplishments is his invaluable leadership 
in overseeing the merge of the Sheriff’s Office 
and the Macon Police Department. He was 
also regarded as a mentor and guide to many 
in the Sheriff’s Office. He taught others the im-
portance of transparency in law enforcement, 
the need to be accessible to the community, 
and the importance of engaging with the peo-
ple one serves. 

George Washington Carver once said, ‘‘No 
individual has any right to come into the world 
and go out of it without leaving behind him 
distinct and legitimate reasons for having 
passed through it.’’ Sheriff Modena’s impres-
sion on this earth extends beyond himself to 
the very wellbeing of the Macon community, 
and for it he will be remembered by the com-
munity for time to come. 

Mr. Speaker, my wife Vivian and I, along 
with the more than 730,000 people in Geor-
gia’s Second Congressional District, salute 
Sheriff Jerry M. Modena, Sr. for an out-
standing career in law enforcement, his signifi-
cant contributions to Bibb County, and his life-
long dedication to serving his community. I 
ask my colleagues in the House of Represent-
atives to join us in extending our deepest sym-
pathies to Sheriff Modena’s family, friends and 
loved ones during this difficult time. We pray 
that they will be consoled and comforted by an 
abiding faith and the Holy Spirit in the days, 
weeks and months ahead. 

INTRODUCTION OF FIBROID 
RESEARCH RESOLUTION 

HON. DONNA F. EDWARDS 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, May 15, 2015 

Ms. EDWARDS. Mr. Speaker, during Na-
tional Women’s Health Week, I rise as the 
original cosponsor of a resolution recognizing 
the need for greater uterine fibroid research 
and the minority disparity rates of African- 
American and Hispanic uterine fibroid patients. 
I thank Congressman SCOTT for joining me to 
introduce this important resolution. 

Uterine fibroids are the most prevalent med-
ical condition affecting women, with an esti-
mated 80 percent of women developing an 
uterine fibroid by age 50. Actual incidence of 
fibroid tumors is estimated to be 3 times high-
er in African-American women and 2 times 
higher in Hispanic women compared to Cau-
casian women. 

Further, uterine fibroids are estimated to 
cost the United States up to $34.4 billion an-
nually, with an estimated annual lost work cost 
of up to $17.2 billion through absenteeism and 
short term disability in women age 25 to 54. 

Those numbers are why I urge my col-
leagues to join Congressman SCOTT and me 
in seeking more research funding for the mil-
lions of women affected by fibroids. 

f 

HONORING CLARK-WILLIAMS 
FUNERAL HOME 

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, May 15, 2015 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor Clark-Williams Funeral 
Home, Inc. of Grenada, Mississippi. 

Clark Funeral Home was founded in 1946 
by James and Paralee Clark. The business 
was located at 602 Cherry Street in Grenada, 
MS. 

As founder, Mr. Clark worked diligently and 
tirelessly to build a successful business until 
his death in 1958. Mrs. Clark continued to op-
erate the business in the same manner until 
her death in 2001. 

In February 2004, the business was sold to 
Clinton and Geraldine Williams. The new own-
ers made many new changes to the funeral 
home, including its name—now Clark-Williams 
Funeral Home, Inc. Other changes included 
remodeling of the existing building—adding 
chapel space, updating the prep room, and 
additional garage space. The insurance debits 
were computerized and a full line of life insur-
ance was added to give customers more op-
tions when planning ahead. 

Geraldine died in July, 2008. Clinton contin-
ued to operate the business as sole owner. 

In March 2009, Clinton married Shawan 
Cunningham and together they saw a need for 
even more changes to the business. In 2010 
more land was purchased between Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr. Boulevard and the funeral 
home to add a parking lot for the customers. 
And to meet the needs of their customers 
even more so, Clinton and Shawan made the 
business decision to offer monuments as 
products for purchase. A monument display 
was added as part of the new parking space. 

Two students have completed their intern-
ships at Clark-Williams Funeral Home. Both 
became employees as licensed funeral direc-
tors and embalmers. 

Today, Mr. and Mrs. Clinton Williams con-
tinue to own and successfully operate the 
business from its original location at 602 Cher-
ry Street in Grenada. Offering consoling serv-
ice, quality merchandise, economical prices, 
pre-needs, and life insurance. Clark-Williams 
Funeral Home Inc. serves Grenada County as 
well as surrounding counties. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing Clark-Williams Funeral Home 
for its dedication to serving others and giving 
back to the African American community. 
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