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placed in the hands of private religious organi-
zations. 

Mr. Speaker, it is vital that we continue to 
create more programs, and hold more events 
and activities to educate and inform Ameri-
cans about children successfully placed in per-
manent homes, debunk myths about the proc-
ess, and acknowledge the thousands of chil-
dren who could potentially become a part of 
these statistics. 

Through these efforts we can increase the 
rate of adoption, decrease the rate of home-
lessness among the youths in this group, and 
help develop future leaders and innovative 
thinkers of tomorrow. 

I would like to take a moment to recognize 
the families who have opened their hearts and 
homes to foster children. 

Foster parents play a critical role in the lives 
of some of the most vulnerable youth in Texas 
and across the country. 

They help hold our nation’s social fabric to-
gether by ensuring that thousands of young 
people in this country stay on track towards 
successful futures. 

This month, we celebrate them and their ef-
forts to change the lives of these children. 

National Foster Care Month is an appro-
priate time to recognize and commend all 
those who are helping to improve the lives of 
children in foster care. 

But it also serves as a reminder that more 
must be done. 

These children deserve to grow up in a lov-
ing home that is safe, happy, and most impor-
tantly one they can call their own. 
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HONORING DANIEL J. FELIX ON 
THE OCCASION OF HIS RETIRE-
MENT FROM THE U.S. FOREST 
SERVICE 

HON. RAUL RUIZ 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 18, 2015 

Mr. RUIZ. Mr. Speaker, today I rise to honor 
District Chief Daniel J. Felix as he retires after 
more than 30 years of firefighting service to 
our nation, the majority of those years dedi-
cated to protecting the beautiful mountains of 
San Bernardino and San Jacinto, located in 
California’s 36th District. 

In 1983, Mr. Felix started his firefighting ca-
reer as an intern on the Superior National For-
est Boundary Waters Canoe Area Wilderness 
in Minnesota. After obtaining his Masters of 
Science in Resource Management from the 
University of Wisconsin—Madison, Mr. Felix 
volunteered for the Superior National Forest. 

Mr. Felix was later hired on by the Superior 
National Forest in Minnesota and the Olympic 
National Forest in Washington State. Two 
years later, Mr. Felix came to the San 
Bernardino National Forest Heart Bar Station, 
where he spent his first year fighting fire with 
the Forest Service. 

In 1997 Mr. Felix was promoted to Captain 
at the Kenworthy Station of the San Jacinto 
Ranger District. He went on to be promoted to 
Battalion Chief of San Jacinto Ranger District 
in 2001, promoted to Forest Fuels Officer on 
San Bernardino National Forest in 2007, and 
in 2010 promoted to District Fire Management 
Officer in the San Jacinto Ranger District. 

Mr. Speaker, Chief Felix’s dedication to the 
protection of our forests and the safety of our 

residents deserves acknowledgment. On be-
half of all the mountain communities and the 
residents of California’s 36th Congressional 
District, I would like to thank and congratulate 
Mr. Felix for his service and wish him well in 
his retirement. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. JOHN A. YARMUTH 
OF KENTUCKY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 18, 2015 

Mr. YARMUTH. Mr. Speaker, I unfortunately 
was unable to be present for several votes 
taken on the House floor on April 30 and May 
1, 2015, missing Roll Call Votes #192 through 
#215. Had I been present, I would have voted 
in the following manner: 

Roll Call #192: YEA. 
Roll Call #193: NAY. 
Roll Call #194: NAY. 
Roll Call #195: NAY. 
Roll Call #196: YEA. 
Roll Call #197: NAY. 
Roll Call #198: YEA. 
Roll Call #199: NAY. 
Roll Call #200: NAY. 
Roll Call #201: YEA. 
Roll Call #202: YEA. 
Roll Call #203: YEA. 
Roll Call #204: YEA. 
Roll Call #205: NAY. 
Roll Call #206: NAY. 
Roll Call #207: NAY. 
Roll Call #208: NAY. 
Roll Call #209: NAY. 
Roll Call #210: NAY. 
Roll Call #211: NAY. 
Roll Call #212: NAY. 
Roll Call #213: NAY. 
Roll Call #214: YEA. 
Roll Call #215: NAY. 
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TRIBUTE TO RACHEL JACOBS 

HON. DEBBIE DINGELL 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 18, 2015 

Mrs. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, today, I at-
tended the funeral of Rachel Jacobs, a wife, 
mother, daughter and a native Michigander, 
who was taken far too soon. Rachel’s parents 
are friends of many of us in the Michigan Con-
gressional Delegation and we watched her 
mature into an incredible young woman. 

Last week, Rachel was on her way home to 
New York to her husband and two-year-old 
son when her Amtrak train derailed in Phila-
delphia, killing Rachel and seven other pas-
sengers. 

This was a senseless tragedy. 
Rachel’s life was cut short when she was 

just making her mark on this world. She had 
recently started a job as CEO of an education 
software startup and was enjoying the success 
of running her own company. 

Rachel was an incredible businesswoman, 
but more than that, she was kind, generous, 
compassionate, caring and a true advocate for 
priorities she cared about. She touched count-
less lives from Michigan to New York. 

This weekend at a Memorial Service in New 
York City, her friends called her a ‘‘beacon of 

light.’’ Those sentiments were echoed today at 
her funeral in Southfield, Michigan. 

Her friends spoke of her zest for life and her 
infectious energy and enthusiasm. 

Rachel used that energy and enthusiasm to 
give back to the hometown she loved. She 
founded the non-profit, Detroit Nation, to bring 
together former Detroit residents in support of 
the economic development and cultural inno-
vation of the region. 

Rachel lived a life worth celebrating. No 
words can make this better for her family or 
loved ones, and no action can bring her back. 
Her parents today were torn by grief and look-
ing for answers they could not find. 

All of us in this chamber have a moral re-
sponsibility to do what we can to understand 
what happened to cause that accident on the 
railways and ensure a tragedy like this never 
happens again. 

We must hold ourselves accountable for fix-
ing this—for ensuring the transportation sys-
tems America depends on are safe and se-
cure and no more families or friends are 
robbed of the people they love and no more 
communities are left with a hole of losing 
someone who was the glue for so many. 

We owe it to Rachel and her family, and to 
all those who lost loved ones in this senseless 
tragedy, to understand the problem and 
pledge to never let this happen again. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO SAMI ANDERSON 

HON. RODNEY DAVIS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 18, 2015 

Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to congratulate Sami Anderson 
of Champaign, Illinois on being selected as a 
2015 Elizabeth Dole Foundation Fellow. This 
program recognizes military and veteran care-
givers who go above and beyond to advocate 
on behalf of our nation’s 5.5 million parents, 
spouses, children and other loved ones caring 
for our nation’s wounded warriors. 

Sami has exemplified extraordinary commit-
ment to veterans throughout her personal and 
professional life. In 2005 her husband, U.S. 
Army Sergeant Garrett Anderson, lost his arm 
and suffered a traumatic brain injury when an 
improvised explosive device detonated under 
his Humvee during a patrol mission in Iraq. 
Demonstrating great perseverance, together 
they were able to overcome many challenges 
on the way to Garrett’s successful, recovery. 

After leaving the Army, Garrett continued to 
serve his country as a part of my staff where 
he was responsible for outreach and con-
stituent service to his fellow veterans. During 
his tenure with my office I also had the privi-
lege of seeing Sami’s efforts first hand. 

As part of her fellowship, she will have the 
opportunity to talk with leaders in Washington, 
D.C. to address the challenges faced by our 
veterans and their caregivers. I have no doubt 
that she will be an effective advocate. 

It is my goal to ensure we provide our vet-
erans with the benefits and care that they de-
serve. I thank Sami and the Elizabeth Dole 
Foundation for their part in fulfilling that goal. 
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COMMENDING VALERIE S. VELEZ 

FOR COORDINATING THE PEER 
LEADERS UNITING STUDENTS 
PROGRAM (PLUS) TO ADVOCATE 
FOR ENVIRONMENTAL PREVEN-
TION POLICIES AND TO REDUCE 
TOBACCO USE AMONG YOUTH 

HON. RAUL RUIZ 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, May 18, 2015 

Mr. RUIZ. Mr. Speaker, today I am honored 
to recognize Health Education Program Spe-
cialist, Valerie S. Velez for her tireless efforts 
to preserve the Peer Leaders Uniting Students 
(PLUS) program that engages student leaders 
to address the social issues in their commu-
nity. This year they have chosen to focus on 
eliminating social disparities in tobacco use in 
the local community of Hemet, California. 

Ms. Velez has been working as a Health 
Education Program Specialist at the Hemet 
Unified School District (HUSD) since 1992. 
She earned a Master’s degree in Public 
Health from U.C. Berkeley and B.S. from U.C. 
Davis in Applied Behavioral Sciences. In addi-
tion, Ms. Velez has been responsible for co-
ordinating a wide variety of programs, includ-
ing health education and safe school climate 
programs for HUSD; federal initiatives from 
the U.S. Department of Education, and the 
State Tobacco Use Prevention Education 
grant. 

The PLUS program engages middle and 
high school students as peer leaders pro-
moting mutual understanding and respect on 
their campuses, working toward innovating so-
lutions that create more welcoming, positive 
and connected school environments in which 
students can thrive socially and academically. 

In 2014, almost 100 students from the 
HUSD began collaborating with the Hemet 
Community Action Network and the California 
Department of Public Health to improve social 
disparities in tobacco use in the local commu-
nity through youth advocacy. Students also 
made a presentation to the City Council to 
demonstrate the detrimental health effects of 
second hand smoke and tobacco waste. Soon 
after, the City Council adopted a landmark or-
dinance for the City of Hemet that bans to-
bacco use in parks. 

I am pleased to recognize Ms. Velez for her 
service and for being a champion for the 
PLUS program, in the face of budget obsta-
cles. 

For her work and on behalf of the HUSD 
students, I applaud Ms. Velez on her dedica-
tion to make our community better and look 
forward to even more accomplishments in the 
future. 

f 

200 YEARS OF EXEMPLARY SERV-
ICE FROM MOBILE DISTRICT, 
U.S. ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS 

HON. BRADLEY BYRNE 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, May 18, 2015 

Mr. BYRNE. Mr. Speaker, on May 4, 1815, 
the Chief of Engineers issued orders to Lieu-
tenant Hipolite Dumas, which began the long 
and proud history of engineering service to the 
Gulf Coast and Mobile. 

Mobile District, U.S. Army Corps of Engi-
neers is celebrating 200 years of exemplary 
service to the Southeast region, the U.S. mili-
tary and the Nation. 

For its first 70 years in Mobile and along the 
Gulf Coast, these engineers surveyed and for-
tified the southern coast from St. Marks River 
in Florida to Lake Pontchartrain to the west. 
Forts were the key elements of the coastal de-
fense system, but complementary structures 
such as lighthouses and towers were also 
constructed. In addition to the coastal fortifica-
tions, Gulf Coast engineers also began sur-
veys to look at connecting the inland water-
ways with the Tennessee-Coosa River canal 
study. 

Following the Civil War, in 1870, an engi-
neer office was opened in Mobile, Alabama. 
Eighteen years later the Mobile District was of-
ficially established in a formal reorganization 
of operations at the national level. 

The nation turned toward rebuilding the 
economy after the Civil War and developing 
the nation’s transportation system became a 
positive, tangible means of measuring 
progress. Major navigation surveys were con-
ducted on Southeastern rivers such as the 
Coosa River, the Apalachicola-Chattahoochee 
Flint, the Black Warrior, Tennessee- 
Tombigbee, and the Alabama River between 
1870 and 1879. 

When Mobile District was established in 
1888, the District’s boundaries were from the 
Escambia River westward to the East Pearl 
River. Montgomery District had responsibilities 
from the Escambia River eastward to St. 
Marks River in Florida. In 1933 the two dis-
tricts merged into one, the Mobile District. The 
District also was also given responsibilities for 
all military construction for the Army and Army 
Air Corps in Mississippi, Tennessee and Ala-
bama. 

The 1930’s were a busy time for the Motile 
District. Modernization of the Black Warrior 
River system began, taking the number of 
locks required to transit the waterway from 17 
to 5. Construction of Brookley Field, the 
Southeast Army Air Depot and the Mobile Air 
Service Command during World War II began. 
The Flood Control Act of 1936 set into motion 
a national flood protection plan and gave the 
Corps jurisdiction over federal flood control 
protection investigation and river improve-
ments. 

As busy as the 1930’s were, World War II 
resulted in the largest wartime mobilization ef-
fort ever for the United States. The magnitude 
of Mobile District’s work can be judged by ex-
penditure for construction. Between December 
1941 and December 1943, nearly $1 billion 
was expended in the District on facilities that 
included 32 Army airfields, an ordnance train-
ing center, two arsenals, three Army ground 
force depots, five harbor defense installations, 
nine Civil Aviation Administration airfields, two 
Army Air Force supply depots, one Army Air 
Force cantonment, six Ordnance manufac-
turing plants, nine Army ground force canton-
ments and six special installations. 

In the 1950’s construction of Buford Dam in 
Georgia was initiated, Jim Woodruff Lock and 
Dam was completed, Walter F. George Lock 
and Dam construction began and the Army 
Ballistic Missile Agency was established at 
Redstone Arsenal, Huntsville, Alabama in 
1956. 

In 1959 NASA was established at Redstone 
Arsenal for the Saturn Project. The construc-

tion of facilities for the Saturn project, a rocket 
program that was the work of the von Braun 
team at Redstone, was one of Mobile District’s 
biggest projects. The District was responsible 
for the testing facilities at Redstone Arsenal 
associated with the Saturn booster, and even-
tually one of the major construction projects of 
the post Korean War period, the Mississippi 
Test Facility. 

In the 1960’s, the District continued the leg-
acy of improving and developing the Nation’s 
inland waterway transportation system. West 
Point Dam was authorized, Carters Dam on 
the Coosawattee River and Millers Ferry Lock 
and Dam on the Alabama River began. Con-
struction of the Claiborne Lock and Dam and 
Robert F. Henry Lock and Dam also began in 
the 60’s. 

In the 1970’s Mobile again took on new re-
sponsibilities. Construction responsibility for 
Cape Canaveral District was shifted to Mobile. 
Military construction in Florida, the Panama 
Canal activities and Central/South America 
programs were also shifted to Mobile. The 
1970’s also saw construction begin on the 
Tennessee-Tombigbee Waterway, at the time 
the largest Civil Works project in Corps his-
tory. 

The 70’s ended with Hurricane Fredric hit-
ting Mobile on September 12, 1979. Under 
Public Law 84–99 the Corps was authorized to 
provide emergency assistance during disas-
ters. The States of Alabama, Florida and Mis-
sissippi were all declared Federal disaster 
areas. Mobile District has been a national 
leader in emergency response actions for the 
Corps. Through the District’s innovation the 
Corps developed a national-level Detachable 
Tactical Operations System to provide imme-
diate support to disaster stricken areas. This 
was never more evident than after 9/11 when 
the District supported the New York City police 
and fire departments with these units. 

The 80’s saw innovation within the Corps, 
with Mobile District once again leading the 
way. Life Cycle/Project Management was first 
tested and then established in Mobile District. 
It has now become the standard for Corps 
management. This decade also saw the open-
ing of the Tennessee-Tombigbee Waterway to 
navigation, creating the transportation artery 
from the Gulf Coast to the Nation’s mid-sec-
tion first envisioned in the mid 1800’s. Base 
Realignment and Closure also began in the 
80’s. Mobile District has been involved in all 
the BRAC National Environmental Policy Act 
requirements for BRAC from 1988 until the 
present. 

The closing decade of the 1900’s once 
again revealed Mobile’s innovation. In 1994 
the Scanning Hydrographic Operational Air-
borne Lidar Survey, or SHOALS, was first 
tested. This innovative 3–D technology was 
adapted for underwater mapping. When later 
combined with the U.S. Navy’s CHARTS sys-
tem, the team became a world leader in un-
derwater mapping. The 1990s also saw the 
completion of the J–6 Large Rocket Test Fa-
cility, the completion of the John J. Sparkman 
Center located at the U.S. Army Arsenal at 
Redstone, Alabama. The Sparkman Center 
and follow on phases, encompasses more 
than 1 million square feet and is one of the 
most modern military facilities in the world. 

As the Nation entered the new century Mo-
bile District continued its record of excellence. 
The Von Braun Center at Redstone Arsenal 
was completed in 2014 and is home to the 
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