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In conclusion, God bless our troops, 

and may the President by his actions 
never forget September the 11th in the 
global war on terrorism. 

f 

CELEBRATING THE 50TH 
ANNIVERSARY OF HEAD START 

(Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of Cali-
fornia asked and was given permission 
to address the House for 1 minute and 
to revise and extend her remarks.) 

Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of Cali-
fornia. Mr. Speaker, I am proud to say 
that this week marks the 50-year anni-
versary of the Head Start program, a 
momentous achievement in our Na-
tion’s fight to break the cycle of pov-
erty and open the windows of oppor-
tunity for low-income families and 
children. 

Now, I don’t want to date myself, ac-
tually, but I was in the first class of 
Head Start, and today I bring with me 
my original certificate of completion 
from that program. I am proud to say 
that, if it were not for Head Start, I 
wouldn’t be here today. You see, as the 
daughter of poor immigrants from 
Mexico, not many people would think I 
would graduate from high school, let 
alone college, or get my MBA and even-
tually make my way to the House of 
Representatives. 

Head Start has served over 32 million 
children, and, more importantly, it has 
helped families know how to navigate 
the school system. My hat is off to the 
teachers, to the community volunteers, 
to the healthcare coordinators, and to 
so many who helped to implement 
Head Start programs in their commu-
nities. Your work is transforming our 
Nation. It is giving that head start to 
our children because they are the fu-
ture of this Nation. 

So, Mr. Speaker, I say today, ‘‘Happy 
birthday, Head Start.’’ 

f 

REMEMBERING CAPTAIN DUSTIN 
LUKASIEWICZ OF ALMA, NE-
BRASKA 

(Mr. SMITH of Nebraska asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. SMITH of Nebraska. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today in remembrance of 
Third District constituent Captain 
Dustin Lukasiewicz of Alma, Nebraska. 
He and five fellow marines were killed 
in a helicopter crash last week while 
providing humanitarian aid to earth-
quake victims in Nepal. 

Captain Lukasiewicz made the ulti-
mate sacrifice while trying to assist 
victims no one else could reach. His 
service reflects the goodness of Amer-
ica, accepting the call to help those 
who need it most. 

When I spoke with the captain’s 
mother yesterday, she told me how her 
son called to wish her a happy Mother’s 
Day just days before the crash. His at-
tention to loved ones is a reflection of 
his life of service and devoting himself 
to the care of others. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in pray-
ing for the captain’s mother, father, 
wife, daughter, unborn child, and all 
others who lost loved ones in this ter-
rible tragedy. As Memorial Day ap-
proaches, we must make it our priority 
to honor and remember our military 
heroes, and Captain Lukasiewicz is cer-
tainly one of our heroes. 

f 

CELEBRATING THE 50TH 
ANNIVERSARY OF HEAD START 

(Mr. NOLAN asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. NOLAN. Mr. Speaker, Members 
of the House, as Congresswoman SCHA-
KOWSKY and Congresswoman SANCHEZ 
just pointed out their involvement in 
Head Start, I want you to know I di-
rected a 19-unit Head Start program up 
in north central Minnesota in my 
youth, and so I am proud to join them 
in celebrating this 50th anniversary 
that served over 32 million children, 
because I was able to see firsthand how 
this impacted children’s lives. And 
what a testimonial it is to see one of 
the first participants go on to become 
a Member of the United States Con-
gress and running for the United States 
Senate. 

Clearly, Head Start is so critical to 
our national commitment to every 
child, regardless of their circumstances 
at birth, to have an opportunity to suc-
ceed in life, developing that wonderful 
spark for learning that sets kids up for 
success. 

So once again, hats off to the edu-
cators, to the directors, to the faculty, 
and to the parents, all those who have 
made this program such a wonderful, 
great success for children all across 
America. 

f 

NATIONAL FOSTER CARE MONTH 

(Mr. ROTHFUS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. ROTHFUS. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
recognize May as National Foster Care 
Month. 

Today I would like to applaud the 
thousands of families who open their 
homes to foster children. It takes a 
special kind of caregiver to foster a 
child, someone who can drop every-
thing on a moment’s notice and, with-
out hesitation, bring a child into their 
home. 

In Pennsylvania alone, there are 
15,000 children in foster care. That 
means we have thousands of amazing 
families with hearts big enough to pro-
vide love and care for children who 
need a place to call home. 

Mr. Speaker, foster children become 
an irreplaceable part of the family. In-
deed, the most telling statistic is that 
in Pennsylvania 65 percent of families 
end up adopting their foster children. 
We need families willing to open their 
hearts and homes unconditionally to 

children who have been abused and re-
moved from their homes. This is what 
so many dedicated foster families are 
able to provide. 

Mr. Speaker, during National Foster 
Care Month, I would like to celebrate 
the resiliency of foster children who 
overcome great obstacles at such a 
young age and recognize the dedicated 
foster families who support them. 

f 

NATIONAL FOSTER CARE MONTH 

(Mrs. LAWRENCE asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mrs. LAWRENCE. Mr. Speaker, 
today I stand here to recognize May as 
National Foster Care Month. More 
than 40,000 of our Nation’s youth are 
currently living in the child welfare 
system. More than 23,000 youth age out 
of the foster care system when they 
turn 18, putting them at risk for home-
lessness, criminal exposure, and mental 
illness. These statistics paint a grim 
picture. 

Today I stand here to recognize a 
young woman who aged out of the fos-
ter care system, Kamille Tynes, a suc-
cess story. Kamille spent 5 years in the 
Michigan foster care system. Her expe-
rience fostered a tireless advocacy for 
foster care and resources that our chil-
dren need. She has been given awards 
and recognized for her amazing leader-
ship, such as the foster care Out-
standing Young Leaders Award. She is 
now creating her own consulting firm 
to address those needs. She is a grad-
uate of the University of Michigan. 

Ladies and gentlemen, I ask my col-
leagues to please continue to under-
stand the importance of recognizing 
and funding our foster care program. 

f 

NATIONAL FOSTER CARE MONTH 

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise today to recognize 
and celebrate May as National Foster 
Care Month and welcome many of the 
foster care youth who are visiting the 
House of Representatives today. 

This year’s theme is ‘‘Get to Know 
the Many Faces of Foster Care.’’ The 
goal of this special month is to cele-
brate the experiences of the more than 
400,000 youth in the child welfare sys-
tem and raise awareness about their 
needs. 

Mr. Speaker, the foster care system 
has and always will hold a special place 
in my heart. When I was 11 years old, 
my family welcomed a foster care 
child, Bob, into our home. Bob, 
throughout the years, has taught me so 
much and will be my brother for life. 

Today I have the honor of being shad-
owed for the day by Nyeelah Innis of 
Newnan, Georgia. Nyeelah has been in 
foster care for 8 years, with her first 
foster care setting starting when she 
was 10 years old. Mr. Speaker, in just 
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these few hours, Nyeelah has impressed 
me with her positive attitude and ea-
gerness to learn about the legislative 
branch of our Federal Government. I 
know for certain that this young lady 
has a very bright future ahead, like so 
many other youth whom we will see 
through the Halls of Congress today. 

f 

b 1230 

CONGRESSIONAL FOSTER YOUTH 
SHADOW DAY 

(Ms. BASS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. BASS. Mr. Speaker, I join my 
colleagues today in celebration of 63 
foster youth and 63 bipartisan Members 
of Congress who are participating in 
the fourth annual Congressional Cau-
cus on Foster Youth Shadow Day expe-
rience. 

The goal of this event is to give fos-
ter youth the opportunity to share 
their unique experience with Members 
of Congress, as well as gain intimate 
insight into the legislative process. 

Far too often, we legislate from a 
glass tower, far removed from the peo-
ple and places that our laws affect. 
Shadow Day was created to address 
this very issue, empowering foster 
youth from across the country to come 
to our Nation’s Capital and share their 
stories, while giving Members of Con-
gress the opportunity to learn from the 
very young people whose lives we genu-
inely want to improve. 

Shadowing me today is Briana, a 
beautiful young woman from my home-
town of Los Angeles. Briana became an 
open case of the department of child 
and family services at the age of 15 due 
to abuse by her father. Multiple place-
ments, neglect, and instability defined 
her foster care experience. 

As she pursues her bachelor’s degree 
in accounting at Dillard University in 
New Orleans, Briana strives to voice 
the real concerns of foster youth and 
give strength to her foster peers by 
moving towards change. Briana’s ulti-
mate goal is to become a foster care 
advocate, encouraging other youth like 
her to stand up for themselves in the 
child welfare system. 

I look forward to hearing more about 
Briana’s experience and listening to 
her legislative recommendations. 
Thank you, Briana, for your resiliency 
and your commitment to reforming the 
child welfare system. 

In honor of Briana and the other 62 
foster youth here on the Hill, I invite 
my colleagues to join the Congres-
sional Caucus on Foster Youth. 

f 

NATIONAL FOSTER CARE MONTH 

(Mr. MARINO asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. MARINO. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize May as National 
Foster Care Month. 

On September 30, 2012, there was an 
estimated 400,000 children in foster 

care. Sixty-five percent of foster chil-
dren experience at least seven school 
changes while in care. Fifty percent of 
former foster and probation youth be-
come homeless within the first 18 
months of emancipation. 

My foster shadow today is Damara. 
She is from Pennsylvania, and we are 
exchanging some great ideas about fos-
ter care. 

All children deserve a safe, loving, 
and permanent home. Please become a 
foster care parent. My wife and I are 
foster care parents and associated with 
working with children throughout my 
life. We have provided so much for 
them, but equally important, they 
have provided so much for us. 

f 

GREEN SCHOOLS 

(Mr. ASHFORD asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. ASHFORD. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to applaud several Nebraska 
schools for their nationally recognized 
roles in protecting the environment. 

Two Omaha schools—the Edward 
‘‘Babe’’ Gomez Heritage Elementary 
School and the Wilson Focus School— 
along with the Lincoln School District, 
have been named 2015 Green Ribbon 
Schools by the U.S. Secretary of Edu-
cation, Arne Duncan. 

These schools have been honored for 
their promising efforts to reduce nega-
tive environmental impact, ensure en-
vironmental education, promote better 
health, and cut utility costs. 

As Secretary Duncan has noted, 
these schools are ‘‘an inspiration and 
deserve the spotlight for embodying 
strong examples of innovative learning 
and civic engagement.’’ 

It is clear that the honorees are pow-
erful examples of the ways in which 
schools can help students cut school 
costs, provide healthy learning envi-
ronments, and prepare for the real 
world ahead. 

I also want to take this opportunity 
to honor my good and late friend, Sen-
ator Ron Raikes from Ashland, Ne-
braska, who with me developed the leg-
islation for the focus schools in Ne-
braska. He has been and is sorely 
missed. 

f 

FIX OUR MENTAL HEALTH 
SYSTEM 

(Mr. GUINTA asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. GUINTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to advocate on behalf of a cause 
near and dear to my heart, fixing our 
mental health system. 

As some of you may know, I have a 
family member with a mental illness. 
This has allowed me to witness first-
hand where our system fails those with 
a mental illness and to see where the 
opportunities are for improvement. 

As part of my effort to bring about 
change to New Hampshire’s mental 

health system, I joined my colleague, 
Representative KUSTER, last week in 
hosting a mental health summit with 
local advocates, healthcare providers, 
and New Hampshire lawmakers. 

These experts are essential in the 
fight to reform and strengthen our 
mental health system. It is with their 
feedback, perspective, and opinion that 
myself, Representative KUSTER, and 
my colleagues in Congress can devise 
bipartisan solutions to fix this very im-
portant issue. 

Together, we can bring about real bi-
partisan change for individuals and 
families affected by mental illness. We 
need to change this to a patient-cen-
tered and metrics-driven environment 
to ensure that Granite State patients 
and their families are provided with 
the necessary care, support, and re-
sources they deserve. 

f 

ASIAN AMERICAN AND PACIFIC 
ISLANDERS HERITAGE MONTH 

(Ms. TITUS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. TITUS. Mr. Speaker, Asian 
American and Pacific Islanders’ 
achievements in art, technology, busi-
ness, and education serve as a reminder 
that our Nation’s success is built upon 
the foundation of diversity. 

This is particularly evident in my 
district, which is home to the largest 
AAPI community in Nevada. The Las 
Vegas Asian Chamber of Commerce fa-
cilitated the reinvigoration of our 
economy after the 2008 crash. 

Chinatown Plaza on Spring Mountain 
Road is home to one of the country’s 
most popular Chinese New Year cele-
brations. There is a thriving Filipino 
district along Maryland Parkway. Doz-
ens of Thai, Japanese, Korean, and Vi-
etnamese shops, restaurants, markets, 
and festivals enrich our society and 
strengthen our economy. 

As we celebrate AAPI Heritage 
Month, let us acknowledge the value 
immigrants bring to our lives and rec-
ognize how much we all stand to gain 
from enacting comprehensive immigra-
tion reform that honors our country’s 
legacy as the land of opportunity. 

We don’t simply benefit from the 
myriad contributions of immigrants; 
we thrive and flourish because of them. 

f 

RECOGNIZING COLONEL ARTHUR 
JEFFREY 

(Mr. NEWHOUSE asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. NEWHOUSE. Mr. Speaker, today, 
we present a Congressional Gold Medal, 
the highest civilian honor bestowed by 
Congress, to recognize the distin-
guished service of the American Fight-
er Aces. 

One of the Fighter Aces being hon-
ored is Colonel Arthur Jeffrey, who was 
credited with shooting down 14 enemy 
aircraft during World War II. Colonel 
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