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policy of global disengagement, its
lack of confidence, and American lead-
ership in the world. But I applaud the
President for what he is doing now. I
applaud the President for his strategy
of rebalancing the focus of military
forces and trade in the Asia-Pacific.

I applaud the President for doing the
hard work of seeking TPA. These are
never easy votes. These are never easy
votes. But we should support what he is
doing because it means America is
back. We are engaging again. We are
not leading from behind. We are lead-
ing the way countless administrations
in the past have done with regard to
global trade.

This will enable us to determine our
future, to drive it, not react to it. I
urge my colleagues to vote for this
TPA bill because it is a vote for Amer-
ican leadership.

I also urge my colleagues to vote for
the amendment that is going to help
many small businesses throughout the
United States and coastal communities
and our strong fishing communities.

My amendment will strengthen the
TPA bill, and I encourage all my col-
leagues to support that amendment as
well.

Mr. President, I yield the floor.

Mrs. SHAHEEN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent to enter into a col-
loquy with Senator HATCH and Senator
WYDEN.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

SMALL BUSINESS AND TRADE

Mrs. SHAHEEN. 1 appreciate the
chairman’s leadership on the trade pro-
motion authority, TPA, legislation. As
he has said, this bill creates the proc-
ess by which the administration can
negotiate trade agreements that have
the potential to enhance trade opportu-
nities for American businesses. The
ability to reach new markets is critical
for ensuring that American businesses
can compete in a global marketplace.

Trade has become increasingly vital
for small businesses looking to diver-
sify and grow. And yet, even though 95
percent of the world’s customers live
overseas, less than 1 percent of small-
and medium-sized businesses in the
United States sell to global markets.
By comparison, over 40 percent of large
businesses sell their products overseas.

As ranking member of the Small
Business Committee, one of my prior-
ities is narrowing that gap. I believe
that, as we consider expanding trade
relationships, we must make sure that
small businesses have a seat at the
table and the support they need to
reach global markets and compete
internationally.

Does the chairman agree?

Mr. HATCH. I thank the Senator
from New Hampshire. Yes, I agree
wholeheartedly. Small businesses are a
vital part of promoting international
trade.

Mrs. SHAHEEN. I thank the chair-
man. To that end, I have filed an
amendment, amendment No. 1227, that
would take a number of steps to ensure
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that our small businesses benefit from
international trade and potential new
trade agreements.

Although I understand that we will
not have an opportunity to amend the
TPA legislation, I hope to work with
the chairman to ensure that this
amendment is included in H.R. 644 or a
similar bill as reported by a conference
committee to reauthorize trade facili-
tation and trade enforcement functions
and activities.

Mr. HATCH. The Senator has my
commitment to work with her to do so.

Mrs. SHAHEEN. I thank the chair-
man. I appreciate his support for this
amendment.

Does the ranking member agree that
we should ensure that small businesses
are supported as part of our trade agen-
da?

Mr. WYDEN. I do, and I support the
amendment of the Senator from New
Hampshire that would make sure that
we engage small businesses as part of
our efforts on international trade. I
also look forward to working with her
to do everything possible to get this
amendment included in H.R. 644.

Mrs. SHAHEEN. I thank the ranking
member.

Mr. SULLIVAN. I suggest the ab-
sence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. PERDUE. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
SASSE). Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

MORNING BUSINESS

TRIBUTE TO BOB SCHIEFFER

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President,
later this month, a man we have all be-
come accustomed to welcoming into
our living rooms will leave behind a
decades-long journalistic career and
embark on a new journey with his wife,
Pat.

Bob Lloyd Schieffer has been a Pen-
tagon reporter. He has served as a
State Department reporter. He has cov-
ered the White House. And he has
roamed the halls of the Capitol as a
congressional reporter.

It is rare to see any journalist serve
in all four of the big DC national as-
signments. But Bob Schieffer has.

Bob has interviewed every President
since Nixon. He has moderated debates
between Kerry and Bush, between
Obama and McCain, and most recently
between Obama and Romney. He has
won just about every award possible in
broadcast journalism, including a few
Emmys. And he has turned out chart-
topping hits, like “TV Anchorman,” as
the front man for a honky-tonk band.

Perhaps that is the passion Bob will
follow in retirement. We will see.

But here is one thing we do know:
Bob Schieffer is one of the most famous
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Horned Frogs ever to graduate from his
beloved TCU. It is no wonder Bob
Schieffer’s alma mater elected to name
its School of Journalism after the man
who hosts CBS’ ‘‘Face the Nation”
every Sunday.

I have been a guest on his show many
times. He can ask tough questions. But
he is fair.

The last time I appeared with Bob,
we talked about the new majority’s
drive to restore the Senate. He later
shared his view on our efforts with his
audience.

‘“What’s happening is by no means on
the scale of an Old Testament mir-
acle,” he said.

“But,” he noted, ‘“Every journey be-
gins with a first step.”

I agree with him. It is not like we are
parting the Potomac. But we are get-
ting the Senate moving again, debating
again, amending again, and working
again. I think it is good for our coun-
try.

Perhaps Bob might take some of his
own advice as he looks to the future
too.

Because every journey does begin
with a first step.

So whatever it is Bob ultimately
chooses to do in retirement, whether it
is penning a memoir or cutting more
honky-tonk hits, it all begins with that
first step. He will take it on May 31,
when he signs off for the last time.

I am sure it will be a bittersweet mo-
ment for him. But it is a step he is
likely to ultimately welcome after so
many years in the spotlight. The Sen-
ate wishes him all the best in retire-
ment.

————

CELEBRATING RABBI YOCHEVED
MINTZ OF CONGREGATION P’NAI
TIKVAH

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I rise today
in celebration of Rabbi Yocheved
Mintz’ 10th anniversary with Congrega-
tion P’nai Tikvah in Las Vegas, NV.
Through her dedication to serving oth-
ers, Rabbi Mintz has helped further
Congregation P’nai Tikvah’s commit-
ment to providing an inclusive and
open environment for spiritual devel-
opment. I am appreciative of her tre-
mendous efforts on behalf of the Jewish
community and the city of Las Vegas.

Rabbi Mintz’ many leadership roles
demonstrate the seriousness with
which she takes her duties as a spir-
itual leader, as well as her compassion
and willingness to devote much of her
time to helping others. Within the Jew-
ish community, her responsibilities in-
clude president of the Mintz Family
Foundation for Creative Jewish Edu-
cation and serving on numerous
boards, such as the Jewish Family
Services Agency and Rabbis for Reli-
gious Freedom and Equality in Israel.
Rabbi Mintz also brings her years of
experience in Jewish education to the
community through her work as found-
ing board chair for the Florence A.
Melton School for Adult Jewish Edu-
cation. As the first female president of
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