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remain in prison four times longer
than a non-mentally ill person with the
same original crime. And what happens
then? Solitary confinement, tasered.
Then when they are discharged, they
repeat the cycle in the revolving door.

What we need to make sure we are
doing is to deal with public safety,
make sure there is restitution to the
community for what has happened, but
the key is to provide help for those
with serious mental illness.

It is not right for our country to con-
tinue to say things like, It is not ille-
gal to be crazy. Our courts and systems
that do not understand mental illness
continue to say that, but to them I say
it isn’t just an issue of someone has a
right to be mentally ill; they have a
right to be well.
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What we need to do is to stop this re-
volving door of having someone who is
hallucinating and delusional and wait-
ing until he commits a crime or is a
threat to public safety, instead of in-
tervening earlier.

We need mental health courts; we
need ways a policeman can intervene
early to help persons, and we need evi-
dence-based initiatives to fix our bro-
ken mental health system in America.
I know that, in our own court in Alle-
gheny County, they saw a nearly 38
percent reduction in recidivism when
they used mental health courts.

This is compassion, and this is the
right thing to do. I urge my colleagues
to support this amendment.

Ms. MICHELLE LUJAN GRISHAM of
New Mexico. Mr. Chairman, I yield 2
minutes to the gentleman from Oregon
(Mr. BLUMENAUER).

Mr. BLUMENAUER. I appreciate the
gentlewoman’s courtesy and her lead-
ership on this, and I appreciate my
good friend from Pennsylvania in his
eloquence and his tireless champion-
ship in this area.

Mr. Chairman, the fact is that we
have a broken system that does not
meet the needs of people with mental
illness, and it places an undue burden
on law enforcement. His words about
people having a right to be well really
resonates with me because we have
seen in all of our communities situa-
tions that escalate because they don’t
have the proper response—we don’t
have the proper training; we don’t have
the proper resources—where people get
worse.

It is not just that it costs more
money; it is the pain to the individ-
uals, to their families, and, ultimately,
since virtually all of these people are
released but are released in a more
damaged situation, they are worse.
They are a greater risk to themselves
and society, and the cycle continues.

There is no doubt in my mind that, if
we were able to properly account for
the costs and consequences of the cur-
rent nonsystem that there would be far
more resources saved in treating them
humanely and effectively, giving the
police and the community the re-

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

sources they need that will more than
pay for itself. This is an important step
for the Federal Government to be a
better partner.

I appreciate the gentlewoman’s lead-
ership. I appreciate my friend Mr. MUR-
PHY from Pennsylvania, and I am look-
ing forward to working with him on
other items.

I respectfully request that our col-
leagues not just support this, but take
it to heart because we can make a dif-
ference on so many different levels.

Mr. CULBERSON. Mr. Chairman, I
support the amendment, and I would
encourage Members to support it if you
would be willing to request a recorded
vote on this.

Mr. FATTAH. Will the gentleman
yield?

Mr. CULBERSON. I yield to the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania.

Mr. FATTAH. On behalf of our coun-
try, I attended the Healthy brain:
healthy Europe conference in Ireland.
The estimate in these 28 EU countries
was that some 36 percent of the popu-
lation had some type of mental health
challenge, and they deal with it much
more openly and without the stigma
that sometimes we attach here in our
country to mental health challenges.

I want to thank my colleague from
Pennsylvania for his extraordinary
leadership on this issue, and I thank
the gentlewoman for offering this.

We will support this amendment and
ask for a recorded vote.

Mr. CULBERSON. Mr. Chairman, I
encourage Members to support the
amendment, and I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

Ms. MICHELLE LUJAN GRISHAM of
New Mexico. Mr. Chairman, I want to
thank my colleagues for working so
diligently on this very important im-
provement to public safety and police
training, and I encourage all Members
to vote in favor of this amendment.

I yield back the balance of my time.

The Acting CHAIR. The question is
on the amendment offered by the gen-
tlewoman from New Mexico (Ms.
MICHELLE LUJAN GRISHAM).

The question was taken; and the Act-
ing Chair announced that the ayes ap-
peared to have it.

Mr. CULBERSON. Mr. Chairman, I
demand a recorded vote.

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to
clause 6 of rule XVIII, further pro-
ceedings on the amendment offered by
the gentlewoman from New Mexico will
be postponed.

The Acting CHAIR. The Committee
will rise informally.

The Speaker pro tempore (Mr. HOLD-
ING) assumed the chair.

———

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE

A message from the Senate by Ms.
Curtis, one of its clerks, announced
that the Senate has passed without
amendment a bill of the House of the
following title:

H.R. 2048. An act to reform the authorities
of the Federal Government to require the
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production of certain business records, con-
duct electronic surveillance, use pen reg-
isters and trap and trace devices, and use
other forms of information gathering for for-
eign intelligence, counterterrorism, and
criminal purposes, and for other purposes.
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Committee will resume its sitting.

——————

COMMERCE, JUSTICE, SCIENCE,
AND RELATED AGENCIES APPRO-
PRIATIONS ACT, 2016
The Committee resumed its sitting.

AMENDMENT OFFERED BY MR. GOSAR
Mr. GOSAR. Mr. Chairman, I have an
amendment at the desk.
The Acting CHAIR. The Clerk will re-
port the amendment.
The Clerk read as follows:

Page 23, line 6, insert after the dollar
amount the following: ‘“(reduced by
$2,209,500)"".

Page 24, line 14, insert after the first dollar
amount the following: ‘‘(increased by
$1,709,000)"".

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to
House Resolution 287, the gentleman
from Arizona and a Member opposed
each will control 5 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Arizona.

Mr. GOSAR. Mr. Chairman, I rise
today to offer an amendment which
seeks to bolster funds for the Depart-
ment of Justice inspector general in
order to meet the fiscal year 2016 budg-
et request.

As a member of the House Oversight
and Government Reform Committee, 1
am a firm believer in the proper over-
sight of the Federal Government. The
more sunlight on Federal activity, the
more honest and efficient it will be.

I am also a strong proponent of our
inspector general community. Since
the Inspector General Act was passed
into law, the IG community has saved
taxpayers billions of dollars and has

uncovered countless examples of
wrongdoing in the Federal Govern-
ment.

It seems only fitting that the inspec-
tor general’s office receive the budget
requested resources, particularly at the
expense of the office it will likely need
to investigate first.

In the committee report, the com-
mittee noted, “The DOJ OIG has had
significant investigative and audit
workload.” In fact, we have seen nu-
merous scandals and coverups from
within this agency and at the rec-
ommendation of the previous Attorney
General.

I applaud the committee for includ-
ing language in this bill to perma-
nently prohibit funds for Fast and Fu-
rious-like programs and for the many
other reforms contained in this legisla-
tion, but I do believe more needs to be
done to ensure additional transparency
and accountability within the DOJ.

Let’s give the DOJ OIG the resources
it needs to investigate this agency and
to ensure the Justice Department ad-
heres to the law.

I reserve the balance of my time.
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