United States
of America

Congressional Record

th
PROCEEDINGS AND DEBATES OF THE 1 14 CONGRESS, FIRST SESSION

Vol. 161

WASHINGTON, WEDNESDAY, JUNE 3, 2015

No. 88

House of Representatives

The House met at 10 a.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. GRAVES of Louisiana).

———

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO
TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
June 3, 2015.

I hereby appoint the Honorable GARRET
GRAVES to act as Speaker pro tempore on
this day.

JOHN A. BOEHNER,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

MORNING-HOUR DEBATE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 6, 2015, the Chair will now recog-
nize Members from lists submitted by
the majority and minority leaders for
morning-hour debate.

The Chair will alternate recognition
between the parties, with each party
limited to 1 hour and each Member
other than the majority and minority
leaders and the minority whip limited
to 5 minutes, but in no event shall de-
bate continue beyond 11:50 a.m.

———————

HONORING BRENT WINN LAYTON

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
California (Mr. DENHAM) for 5 minutes.

Mr. DENHAM. Mr. Speaker, today, 1
rise to acknowledge and honor the life
of a personal friend and Gold Star Fa-
ther Brent Winn Layton. The beloved
father, son, brother, and uncle died un-
expectedly at the age of 47 on Satur-
day, May 23, 2015, in Longmont, Colo-
rado.

Brent was born on October 23, 1967, in
Berkeley, California, to Shirley Hughes
and A. Winn Layton. Although Brent
lived in many cities throughout his

life, he was a longtime resident of the
Escalon area and considered it home.

Brent was a very gifted man with
many levels. He served as a deputy
sheriff in Kern County, California, and
Clark County, Arkansas. He also served
as a peace officer for the Hscalon Po-
lice Department. In addition to his
commitment to law enforcement,
Brent was committed to God. He was a
very spiritual man and found great
comfort in his faith.

Unfortunately, in 2009, Brent became
a Gold Star Father when his firstborn
son, James, was Kkilled in action in
Kunar province, Afghanistan, serving
during Operation Enduring Freedom.
Since then, Brent’s mission in life was
to embrace other Gold Star families
and help them through the grieving
process.

Brent had many friends that loved
him, and he had a heart full of love for
them. His laugh, his sense of humor,
and his big bear hugs will be missed
forever. In addition, his friends and
family admired his honest pride in his
Cherokee Nation citizenship and will
miss listening to him play guitar.
There is peace in knowing that he is
now with his son as well as the family
and friends that have gone before him.

Mr. Speaker, please join me in hon-
oring and recognizing Brent for his
friendship, faith, and unwavering sup-
port for other military families. He had
a genuine love for people, community,
and country and will be missed by
many. God bless him always.

——
TRANSPORTATION FUNDING

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Oregon (Mr. BLUMENAUER) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker,
this week, we started the 33rd exten-
sion of the highway spending program.
The 33rd time that we failed to deal
meaningfully with the crisis in funding

our transportation system. It is a sym-
bol of Congress’ failure to deal with a
country that is falling apart and fall-
ing behind.

No country became great building its
infrastructure 7 months at a time.

It prompts silly ideas. One recently,
an op-ed page of The Wall Street Jour-
nal, talks about ‘‘Taxing for Highways,
Paying for Bike Lanes’ as the problem.
Well, as is pointed out in letters to the
editor today, it is not spending on bike
paths which Dr. Pete Ruane, head of
the American Road & Transportation
Builders Association, pointed out is
about 1 percent of the total Federal
transportation highway budget, if you
include sidewalks as well.

No, the problem is that we are paying
for 2015 infrastructure with 1993 dol-
lars. We have not raised the gas tax in
22 years. Now, I would suggest that
what we ought to do is to look at the
broad coalition that is represented by
the authors on that page from the
roadbuilders and the cyclists—they are
representative of the broadest coali-
tion on any issue in American politics
today—from the AFL-CIO to the U.S.
Chamber of Commerce, the truckers—
represented eloquently by Governor
Bill Graves, who is not just president
of the American Trucking Associa-
tions, he was the Republican Governor
of Kansas who raised the gas tax not
once, but twice.

There is an opportunity for us to
break the logjam. I would suggest that
maybe the House Ways and Means
Committee could, for the first time in
the 55 months that the Republicans
have been in charge, actually meet to
discuss transportation funding. That is
our job.

Let’s dedicate an entire week to solv-
ing this problem. Let’s invite in rep-
resentatives of that broad coalition:
people who build, maintain, and use
our transportation system. Let’s hear
from the six Republican States that al-
ready this year have raised the gas tax,
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red Republican States: Utah; Georgia;
South Dakota; Idaho; Iowa; and, most
recently, Nebraska, where the legisla-
ture overrode the Governor’s veto to
raise their gas tax.

It is time for Congress to do its job
and to be in partnership with those
States who expect us to maintain the
Federal responsibility. Let’s hear from
the broad array of people and then
allow the Ways and Means Committee
to follow regular order.

There is more support for raising the
gas tax. The public is already paying
the price. The bill I have, which would
provide 210 billion additional dollars
over the next decade, would cost the
average motorist just about $90 a year.
At a time of declining gas prices, that
is not that great, but motorists are
now paying $350 a year on average in
damage to their cars. The country paid
$125 billion in the cost of congestion.

Let’s stop beating around the bush.
Let’s pass the first 6-year transpor-
tation reauthorization, the first since
1998. The first step is for the Ways and
Means Committee to do its job, bring
these people in, work together on a bi-
partisan basis, raise the gas tax, index
the gas tax, then abolish the gas tax,
replace it with something that is sus-
tainable.

In the meantime, let’s rebuild and
renew America and put hundreds of
thousands of people to work at family-
wage jobs while we strengthen commu-
nities from coast to coast.

——
HOLDING THE VA ACCOUNTABLE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Florida (Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN) for 5 min-
utes.

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, 1
rise today to talk about our veterans.

Memorial Day was just this past
weekend, and we honored those who
paid the ultimate sacrifice in defense
of our Nation.

This weekend also, veterans from
around our great country journeyed
here to our Nation’s Capital to visit
the monuments that were publicly
erected in their honor. I am so proud
that a group of over 60 veterans living
in south Florida—including David
Millan, Don Lowe, and Augustine
Fernandez—were able to make the trip
on the first-ever Honor Flight from
Miami International Airport, located
in my congressional district.

They, like all veterans, are true
American patriots, courageous and
brave, putting others before them-
selves, willing to stand up and fight for
our Nation’s ideals and for the spread
of freedom, peace, and prosperity
abroad. That is who they are. It is in
their DNA.

My family and I, we know the sac-
rifice and the courage and the resolve
that is required to dedicate one’s life to
the service of our country. My hus-
band, Dexter, proudly served in Viet-
nam as a U.S. Army Ranger, earning a
Purple Heart. My stepson, Douglas, and
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his wife, Lindsay, both served tours of
duty as Active Duty Marine Corps avi-
ators in Iraq, with Lindsay also having
served in Afghanistan. They are still
serving our Nation as Marine reserv-
ists.

I could not be prouder of them and
their fellow veterans and have the
highest respect for the families and
caregivers who support our vets after
they return home from their missions.
I recognize that we can never repay our
veterans in full for their contributions,
but we must certainly try. I would like
to think that all Americans feel the
same way.

A key part of our Nation’s commit-
ment to our veterans has always been
providing them with quality health
care, especially with respect to injuries
suffered in the line of duty; but, more
than a year after the most recent VA
health system scandal rocked this ad-
ministration and forced the replace-
ment of a Cabinet Secretary, the VA’s
commitment on health care continues
to fall tragically short.

A year later, the number of patients
facing long wait times is still the same,
and somehow, the number of patients
waiting more than 90 days has actually
doubled. A year later, the VA health
system continues to fail our veterans.
We know that these veterans have the
right stuff, the selflessness, the cour-
age, and the pride that they dem-
onstrate in defense of the American
way of life; but what must they think
of our government now?

Unconscionably long wait times, bu-
reaucratic mismanagement, top-down
rationed care are all well below the
bare minimum standards any American
should expect; yet this is exactly what
the VA, under this administration,
continues to offer our veterans.

At least this Congress has pushed for
reform, for access, for choice. In the
last year, we have passed laws that set
out to improve access for veterans
seeking medical care and mental
health services. Congress also provided
the VA with $16 billion to shorten wait
times and improve healthcare quality.

I have joined many of my colleagues
to demand that the VA publicly release
the findings of 140 internal healthcare
investigations conducted since 2006 to
enforce accountability at the VA. I
have also joined a bipartisan contin-
gent of my House colleagues to offer to
help the VA staff focus on providing
health care by allowing congressional
staff to serve as the primary point of
contact for veterans asking about their
claims and their long appointment
times.

Over and over again, Congress’ ef-
forts have been met by a stubborn bu-
reaucracy that looks to skirt legisla-
tive intent on expanding veterans ac-
cess and choice and reforming the way
that the VA health system does its
business.

I am committed to holding the VA
under this administration responsible
for the continued failings of our VA
health system, and I will continue to
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fight alongside my colleagues in Con-
gress for the reforms that will provide
our veterans with the quality health
care they deserve.

We know that our veterans should
not have to wait another year. The
time is long past; the time is now. The
next time that south Florida residents
come to D.C. on Honor Flights to visit
their war memorials, they will truly
know that our Nation honors their
service by providing quality health
care at all of our VA facilities.

———

EXPORT-IMPORT BANK

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Maryland (Mr. HOYER) for 5 minutes.

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I want to
thank my colleagues for allowing me
to precede them.

I want to thank the gentlewoman
from Florida. Of course, I am always
glad to hear her speak on the floor. I
wanted her to know that.

Mr. Speaker, we are now less than a
month from the deadline for Congress
to reauthorize the Export-Import
Bank.

In 2012, this House came together
under the leadership of the gentleman
from Virginia, Mr. Cantor, who worked
with my office, and we put a bill on the
floor that reauthorized the Bank and
increased its lending authority with a
bipartisan vote of 330-93. This should
not be and is not a partisan issue.

Helping small- and medium-sized
American businesses access new over-
seas markets and compete on a level
playing field is something that Demo-
crats and Republicans have long agreed
that Congress ought to do.

That is why it is deeply concerning
to read comments from Majority Lead-
er MCCARTHY that Congress should
“wind down” the Bank and allow its
charter to expire. That, in my view, is
a minority opinion on the floor of this
House, and that would be a profound
mistake.
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The Export-Import Bank is a critical
tool that helps our businesses compete
successfully in global markets. We are
going to talk about trade, apparently,
next week, but what we need to make
sure is that we can export goods that
are made in America, that we will
make in America, and that we will sell
abroad. The Export-Import Bank facili-
tates that effort. It is a critical tool
that helps businesses compete success-
fully in global markets.

Last year alone, it supported $27.5
billion in export activity. About 90 per-
cent of its transactions support thou-
sands of small businesses that other-
wise would have difficulty accessing
markets.

The Ex-Im Bank has supported 1.3
million private sector jobs since our
economic recovery began, including
164,000 jobs just last year, and it does
all this without costing the taxpayers
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a single cent. In fact, it brought $675
million in profits to the Treasury last
year and more than $2 billion over the
past two decades. We cannot afford,
Mr. Speaker, to let the bank expire.

Even more than just preventing a
lapse, we ought to be providing export-
ers and potential exporters with cer-
tainty by enacting a multiyear reau-
thorization.

With the Export-Import Bank’s fu-
ture uncertain, businesses that could
be reaching new customers abroad have
been holding back making investments
in growth that would create more jobs
here at home. We are going to hear a
lot about jobs here at home next week
as we debate the fast-track authority.
This deals with jobs here in America.
With the Export-Import Bank’s future
uncertain, we are seeing uncertainty in
the marketplace.

A multiyear extension and an in-
crease in the bank’s lending authority
would give a green light to these busi-
nesses that it is time to invest and ex-
pand.

We all talk about investing. We all
talk about expanding jobs. I want to
quote: ‘“There are thousands of jobs on
the line that would disappear pretty
quickly if the Ex-Im Bank were to dis-
appear.” Let me repeat that for my
colleagues. ‘‘There are thousands of
jobs on the line that would disappear
pretty quickly if the Ex-Im Bank were
to disappear.” Those are not my words.
That is a quote. They are the words of
Speaker JOHN BOEHNER on April 30 of
this year, just a few weeks ago.

He is not the only Republican who
wants to save the bank. Representative
STEPHEN FINCHER, Republican of Ten-
nessee, has said that ‘“‘a majority of
RSC members support the bank’s reau-
thorization.” RSC members are
amongst the most conservative mem-
bers of their party in this House. In
fact, there are 59 cosponsors on Mr.
FINCHER’s bill. They are Republicans.

All of my party, the last time we re-
authorized it and this time, will vote
to create jobs in America by voting for
the Export-Import Bank. Now, we have
188 members. You don’t have to be
much of a mathematician to know if
you have 188 and 60, that is 248. All you
need is 218 to pass the bill.

The Speaker has said he wants to let
the House work its will. He said that in
2011 when he became Speaker. And he
said the House works best when the
House can work its will. If we bring the
Export-Import Bank bill to the floor, it
will pass. Together with 180 Democrats,
or 188—180 who have sponsored the 7-
year reauthorization bill introduced by
Ms. WATERS, Ms. MOORE, Mr. HECK, and
myself—it is clear that a majority of
the House supports a long-term reau-
thorization of the Export-Import Bank.

Mr. Speaker, we should act. We
should act now before we find ourselves
at the eleventh hour, before the June
30 deadline. Now, we have just seen
shutting down the security apparatus
to protect America for a couple of
days. Let’s not put at risk the eco-
nomic security of our country.
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Governors of both parties from across
the country have written in support of
taking action. Business leaders, the
Chamber of Commerce, and organiza-
tions like the National Association of
Manufacturers have all asked Congress
to reauthorize the bank. There are now
just 13 legislative days until the dead-
line by which we must do so.

Mr. Speaker, I ask our Speaker, I ask
our majority leader, let the House
work its will and vote on a multiyear
reauthorization that will restore cer-
tainty for thousands of small busi-
nesses. Help them compete in new mar-
kets. Support the growth of good jobs
here in our country, and contribute to
deficit reduction. There will be a 1ot of
debate next week about jobs. The
Speaker believes that we will lose jobs
if we don’t pass the Export-Import
Bank reauthorization.

Mr. Speaker, Mr. Leader, bring the
Export-Import Bank reauthorization
bill to the floor. It will pass. It will be
good for America. It will be good for
Americans. It will be good for our econ-
omy. Pass this bill.

—————

REFOCUSING ON THE VETERANS
ADMINISTRATION

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Alabama (Mrs. ROBY) for 5 minutes.

Mrs. ROBY. Mr. Speaker, this week
marks 1 year since the Veterans Affairs
Secretary, Eric Shinseki, resigned
amid a scandal that shook this country
to its core. When President Obama re-
luctantly accepted Secretary
Shinseki’s resignation, he had a lot to
say about his commitment to fix the
VA and where the buck stops. He said:
“We’re going to do right by our vet-
erans across the board, as along as it
takes.” And then: ‘“This is my adminis-
tration. I always take responsibility
for whatever happens.”

Well, Mr. Speaker, a lot has happened
over the past year, and here are some
of the highlights:

Last June, reports emerged that pa-
tient scheduling manipulation had
been particularly egregious inside the
central Alabama VA. During a meeting
to discuss these findings, the director
of the central Alabama VA led me to
believe that appropriate action had
been taken to remove the employees
that were responsible for this. That
wasn’t true.

So I began to dig a little bit deeper
into the problems, working with very
courageous whistleblowers and the
press to uncover major instances of
misconduct, mnegligence, and mis-
management inside the central Ala-
bama VA. What we were able to expose
was more than 1,000 patient x rays,
some showing problems, went missing
for months and years. A pulmonologist
was called, not once but twice, for fal-
sifying more than 1,200 patient records
but somehow given a satisfactory re-
view. An employee took a recovering
veteran to a crack house, bought him
drugs and prostitutes, all to extort his

H3765

veteran’s benefits. When caught, that
employee, as extraordinary as this is,
was never fired. Not until a year and a
half later, when it was reported in the
press and exposed publicly, did the VA
take action.

What else happened last year? Con-
gress passed a historic VA reform law
providing unprecedented authority for
holding employees accountable. The di-
rector of the central Alabama VA who
lied to me became the first manager
fired under the new reform law. Other
managers were also removed, and the
southeast regional director quietly re-
tired when an investigation into cen-
tral Alabama VA was expanded at my
request to include him.

So again, a lot has happened over the
past year. But, Mr. Speaker, there is a
lot that hasn’t happened over the past
year.

Improvement to access for patient
care, the one thing that we really need
for our veterans, hasn’t happened. It
really hasn’t happened nationally, and
certainly it hasn’t happened in central
Alabama. In fact, VA medical centers
in Montgomery and Tuskegee were re-
cently identified number one and num-
ber two, respectively, the worst hos-
pitals in the Nation for extended delays
in patient appointment completions.
The first and the second worst hos-
pitals in the country are in the central
Alabama VA.

A workload report at the end of April
showed that more than 6,500 consults
over 90 days were still pending, includ-
ing more than half awaiting approval
for non-VA care. So not enough im-
provement has happened where it mat-
ters most for our veterans.

Mr. Speaker, I would be remiss if I
didn’t mention some of the progress
the central Alabama VA has made.
What was a major staff shortage is be-
ginning to be filled, and that includes
the mental health side. I appreciate
very much the new acting director of
the region, Tom Smith, keeping me up-
dated on the latest. I am grateful for
him stepping into this important role
in a difficult situation, trying to re-
build, trying to rebuild some of the
trust that has been lost.

As I have told him, the progress isn’t
enough. One reason I believe it isn’t
enough is that Washington has dem-
onstrated something of a short atten-
tion span when it comes to these prob-
lems. We got their attention last year
and a lot of nice promises have been
made in terms of the national VA’s
commitment to improve in central
Alabama, but once our problems leave
the front page, there hasn’t been suffi-
cient follow-up. Mr. Speaker, maybe
that is because we are depending on a
broken bureaucracy to fix itself. Maybe
it is because we have been asking VA
leaders to intervene rather than requir-
ing them to intervene. Maybe it is time
that we change that.

You know, when a public school con-
tinues to fail to meet basic standards,
what happens? The State Department
of Education comes in to take over and
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start to turn the place around. It is a
process that isn’t pleasant, but every-
one from principals to teachers to stu-
dents to parents, they understand the
consequences of the failure of that
school system to improve. I believe
that we need a similar mechanism at
the VA when medical centers continue
to fail our veterans. That is why I am
preparing legislation that will allow
the Washington VA to do that.

My constituents, my veterans in Ala-
bama, are getting the worst healthcare
services that this country could pro-
vide. They deserve better.

——————

TEXAS AND THE IMMIGRATION
DEBATE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Tllinois (Mr. GUTIERREZ) for 5 minutes.

Mr. GUTIERREZ. What does that
bumper sticker say? ‘‘Don’t mess with
Texas.”” Well, I am about to not follow
that advice.

You see, Texas has put itself front
and center in the national debate over
immigration and is leading the way
among the 26 States suing the Federal
Government to stop the lawful and sen-
sible executive actions introduced by
the President. The court case that has
gotten so much national attention is
Texas v. The United States.

The 25 other States with Republican
Governors and attorneys general who
are suing the country play second fid-
dle to Texas. A week ago, in the Fifth
Circuit in New Orleans, a three-judge
panel issued a split decision. They did
not issue a stay to the injunction of
the President’s executive actions im-
posed by a lower court, you guessed it,
in Texas. Two out of three judges ruled
that Texas would likely be found to
have standing to bring the lawsuit be-
cause Texas would have to issue more
driver’s licenses to long-term Texas
residents.

Now, please note that we are not
talking about free driver’s licenses. We
are talking about driver’s licenses at
the same cost everyone else pays. As a
matter of fact, they could raise the
price of the driver’s licenses. Somehow,
having more licensed drivers who can
drive legally in Texas and across the
country and who know the rules of the
road is an unreasonable burden on the
State of Texas, according to the politi-
cians who run the State.

So Texas is holding up the implemen-
tation of the program around the coun-
try for as many as 4 million people who
live in American families. Who would
these licensed drivers be? They would
be immigrants who have U.S. citizen
children. They would have lived and
worked in American neighborhoods for
years, shopped at the same grocery
stores, and taken their kids to the
same parks and schools as citizens do.
They would have submitted their fin-
gerprints for a criminal background
check at their own expense.

So while most Americans no longer
believe we should be trying to deport
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all 11 million undocumented immi-
grants, and especially not those with
deep roots in the U.S. with families,
the politicians who run the State of
Texas believe we should.

Lived in the U.S. for 5 years or more?
10? 15? Driving to work anyway? Own a
business that employs citizens? Too
bad. The Republican leaders in Texas
do not want you to be able to work on
the books, pay your full share of local
and Federal taxes, and pay for a driv-
er’s license so you could drive legally.
No. That would be a burden.
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Reality and Texas should really get
to know one another.

Now, let’s remember that this is the
same set of Texas politicians—includ-
ing the Governor and some Republican
Members of Congress—who are reluc-
tant to tell some of their voters that
no, in fact, President Obama does not
have a secret plan to use Walmart de-
partment stores as internment camps
for gunowners, which is the latest con-
spiracy theory promoted by Chuck
Norris.

We can all get a chuckle about Oper-
ation Jade Helm—the alleged U.S.
military invasion of Texas—but it is
not as funny when we begin to realize
that for many Republicans in the Re-
publican Party in Texas, crazy is a con-
stituency that must be dealt with deli-
cately.

So I want to end by speaking directly
to the millions of families who are
waiting for Texas politicians and
judges to stop the delay tactics.

And I will use the language many of
them speak and which God understands
as well, or at least I assume he speaks
Spanish because he named his only son
Jesus.

I will summarize my remarks first in
English.

The message is that we will not give
up hope and cannot stop pushing for
the implementation of the President’s
executive actions just because politi-
cians have prevented something impor-
tant from happening—again.

That is why I am inviting people in
Chicago to join me on Saturday in Lit-
tle Village so we can renew our com-
mitment to prepare ourselves for
DACA and DAPA.

(English translation of the statement
made in Spanish is as follows:)

Don’t give up.

There are Republican politicians in
Texas and elsewhere trying to block
our way towards implementation of
DACA and DAPA and they want us to
lose heart, lose patience, and lose our
resolve.

But we must stay strong and prepare
ourselves and our brothers and sisters
and our neighbors to be ready when—
eventually—the court rules in favor of
America’s immigrants.

I will continue fighting and I need
your help. If you live in Chicago come
join us on Saturday morning in Little
Village at Iglesia Santa Inez de Bohe-
mia.
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And wherever you live, continue
fighting and preparing your neighbors
and yourselves to keep our families to-
gether and make sure we are not de-
porting those who are assets to our
country.

iNo se rinden!

Hay politicos republicanos en Tejas y
en otros lugares tratando de bloquear
nuestro camino hacia la
implementacion de DACA y DAPA y
quieren hacernos perder la esperanza,
perder la paciencia y perder nuestra
determinacion.

Pero hay que permanecer fuertes y
preparandonos a nosotros mismos, a
nuestros hermanos y hermanas y a
nuestros vecinos para estar listos
cuando la corte finalmente resuelva a
favor del Presidente y de los
inmigrantes en Estados Unidos.

Voy a seguir luchando y necesito su
ayuda. Si usted vive en Chicago venga
y unase a nosotros el sabado en la
manana en la Iglesia de Santa Inés de
Bohemia en La Villita.

Y dondequiera que ustedes vivan,
sigan luchando y preparando a sus
vecinos y a ustedes mismos para
mantener a nuestras familias unidas y
asegurarnos de que no estemos
deportando aquellos que son un gran
valor a nuestro pais.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Illinois will provide the
Clerk a translation of his remarks.

———

BERTIE’S RESPECT FOR NATIONAL
CEMETERIES ACT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. BARLETTA) for 5
minutes.

Mr. BARLETTA. Mr. Speaker, our
national military cemeteries are hal-
lowed ground. And I ask my colleagues
to agree and support my bill, H.R. 2490,
Bertie’s Respect for National Ceme-
teries Act.

On October 15, 1969, in Harrisburg,
Pennsylvania, a man named George
Emery Siple shot and Kkilled Bertha
Smith, known to everyone as ‘‘Bertie.”
Siple was convicted of the murder and
sentenced to life in prison without pa-
role. Thirty years later, he died in pris-
on. Because he was a military veteran,
he was buried in Indiantown Gap Na-
tional Cemetery in 1999.

He was buried there despite a Federal
law that was passed in 1997. That law
said that veterans convicted of Federal
or State capital crimes are not per-
mitted to be buried in Veterans Affairs
national cemeteries or Arlington Na-
tional Cemetery.

For Bertie Smith’s family, this is a
heart-wrenching situation that has
gone on for three decades. Jackie Katz,
Bertie’s daughter, has called it ‘‘hell”
and a ‘‘horror’” to live with the fact
that George Siple was memorialized
and buried with full military honors.

When I first began to look into this
issue, it was clear to me that it was as
frustrating as it was heartbreaking.

Back in 1997, led by our Pennsylvania
Senators, Congress passed a law that
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said that veterans found guilty of cap-
ital crimes could not be buried in our
national veterans cemeteries. At the
time, you may remember, the country
was still reeling from the Oklahoma
City bombing. And veterans every-
where were justifiably appalled that
Timothy McVeigh, a military veteran,
could be buried with full military hon-
ors.

Now, McVeigh did not receive that
burial. But a major problem we discov-
ered was that the law was not actively
enforced for others until 2006.

Since then, the VA has relied on an
“honor system,” which requires family
members to willingly report their rel-
ative’s criminal record.

In 2013, Congress once again sought
to protect our VA national cemeteries
by passing a law to explicitly allow the
VA to remove veterans from ceme-
teries if they had been convicted of a
Federal or State capital crime. How-
ever, this law does not extend to vet-
erans buried between 1997 and 2013, a
time period that includes George
Emery Siple.

That is why I have introduced
Bertie’s Respect for National Ceme-
teries Act. What this law will do is re-
quire Veterans Affairs to take every
reasonable action to ensure that a vet-
eran is eligible to be buried, including
searching public criminal records. It
will clarify Congress’ original intent by
providing Veterans Affairs the explicit
authority to remove veterans con-
victed of capital crimes who were
wrongly buried after 1997. And it will
specifically provide for the removal of
George Emery Siple from Indiantown
Gap National Cemetery.

This bill really only reaffirms what
Congress intended in the first place.
And it enjoys the support of the Vet-
erans of Foreign Wars.

There were precedents for the re-
moval of convicted murderers from
veterans cemeteries—from Arlington
National Cemetery and VA cemeteries
in Michigan and Oregon, to name just a
few.

Additionally, nothing in the bill
would withdraw previous military hon-
ors, such as Purple Hearts or medals
for valor, otherwise earned by the de-
ceased veterans.

The discussion of military veterans
who have been convicted of murder
often raises the issue of mental health
treatment and posttraumatic stress
disorder. There is no question that
PTSD is a real condition affecting
many servicemen and -women, and I
have always stood for funding the eval-
uation and treatment of those who
may be afflicted.

That said, those who have been con-
victed of capital murder by our judicial
system have been declared guilty of the
worst offense possible, and any miti-
gating factors would have been consid-
ered at trial and sentencing.

I don’t think it is too much to say
that murderers should not be buried
next to true American heroes. And the
memories of victims like Bertie Smith
should not be disregarded.
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I ask my colleagues for their support
in saying that real, true honor really
means something in our national mili-
tary cemeteries.

———

HONORING OFFICER GREGG
BENNER OF THE RIO RANCHO
POLICE DEPARTMENT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
New Mexico (Mr. BEN RAY LUJAN) for 5
minutes. ;

Mr. BEN RAY LUJAN of New Mexico.
Mr. Speaker, I rise today to honor Offi-
cer Gregg Benner of the Rio Rancho
Police Department, who was killed in
the line of duty on May 25.

I offer my heartfelt condolences to
the family and loved ones of Officer
Benner as they mourn the loss of a hus-
band, father, grandfather, and friend
who was taken from them far too soon.

Officer Benner dedicated his life to
protecting his community and his
country. From his career in the United
States Air Force to his last 4 years
serving as a member of the Rio Rancho
Police Department, Officer Benner put
his health and safety on the line to
make us safer.

The same was true last week. When
most of us were settling down after a
long Memorial Day weekend with fam-
ily and friends, Officer Benner was
doing his duty to protect the people of
Rio Rancho. When he didn’t return
that evening, Officer Benner left be-
hind a legacy of valor of service.

The loss of any police officer is a
painful reminder of the dangers that
they face each and every day. While we
are shaken by Officer Benner’s loss, we
can take comfort in the memories that
he left behind for all who knew him
and the example that he set for all
those in the community.

Rio Rancho is a tight-knit commu-
nity, and while a tragedy such as this
is unexpected and shocking, the re-
sponse has brought out the best of its
residents, who have displayed an out-
pouring of support and sympathy. My
thoughts and prayers are with Officer
Benner’s family, friends, fellow offi-
cers, and the entire Rio Rancho com-
munity, and I hope that they find
peace in this most difficult time.

Officer Benner, thank you for your
service, and may you rest in peace.

————
STUDENT LOAN DEBT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Tennessee (Mr. DUNCAN) for 5 minutes.

Mr. DUNCAN of Tennessee. Mr.
Speaker, costs simply explode on any-
thing that the Federal Government
subsidizes because there are simply not
the same incentives or pressures to
hold down costs as there are in the pri-
vate sector.

Over the last several weeks, many
thousands of young people have grad-
uated from our colleges and univer-
sities burdened with sizable student
loan debts.
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It shocks the students of today when
I tell them that tuition cost only $90 a
quarter my freshman year at the Uni-
versity of Tennessee in 1965-66—$270 for
a whole school year. I once heard
House Minority Whip STENY HOYER say
it cost only $87 a semester when he
started at the University of Maryland.

Students today think the Federal
student loan program is one of the best
things that ever happened to them. Ac-
tually, it may be one of the worst.
Until that program started in the mid-
1960s, college tuition and fees went up
very slowly, roughly at the rate of in-
flation.

After the Federal Government de-
cided to ‘“‘help’” students and start sub-
sidizing these costs, tuition and fees
started going up three or four times
the rate of inflation almost every year.

Last year, columnist Kathleen
Parker wrote in The Washington Post
that since 1985, the cost of higher edu-
cation has increased 538 percent, while
the Consumer Price Index—inflation—
over the same period has gone up 121
percent.

Colleges and universities were able to
tamp down opposition to fee increases
by telling students not to worry, they
could just borrow the money.

When I was an undergraduate at UT
and later in law school at George
Washington, students could work part
time, as I always did, and pay all their
college expenses. No one got out of
school with a debt because of tuition
and fees. Now almost everyone does.

Now, 40 million Americans owe
money on student loans. Outstanding
student loan debts now total over $1.3
trillion. Some analysts think it may be
a bubble about to burst.

Floyd Norris, writing in the Inter-
national New York Times, said: ‘“Stu-
dent loans are creating large problems
that may persist for decades. They will
impoverish some borrowers and serve
as a drain on economic activity.”

Hedge fund manager James Altucher
wrote that ‘“‘we’re graduating a genera-
tion of indentured students.”

Ohio University economist Richard
Vedder several years ago wrote a book
entitled, ‘‘Going Broke by Degree.”

Richard Vedder, in an article last Au-
gust, wrote that ‘‘a political storm is
brewing in Washington over the con-
sequences of rising college costs.” He
added that ‘‘the biggest single cause of
this financial problem, and a contrib-
utor to many other weaknesses in our
economy, is the dysfunctional, Byzan-
tine system of Federal financial assist-
ance for college students.”’

Mr. Vedder pointed out that before
the late 1970s, Federal financial aid
programs for colleges were modest in
size, and tuition went up an average of
only 1 percent above the inflation rate.

“Since 1978, he wrote, ‘‘in an era of
rapidly growing Federal financial as-
sistance programs, annual tuition in-
creases have been 3 to 4 percent a year
beyond the inflation rate.”

In 1987, William Bennett, the Sec-
retary of Education, said: ‘‘Increases in
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financial aid have enabled colleges and
universities to raise their tuition, con-
fident that Federal loan subsidies will
help cushion the increase.”’

From 1939-1964, Federal student aid—
mainly the GI bill—averaged just 2.5
percent of university spending.

From 2002-2014, Federal student loan
aid spending averaged a whopping 33
percent of university spending.

Several things, Mr. Speaker, could
and should be done to start helping
solve this problem.

First, Federal and State legislators,
parents, and even students themselves
should speak out against tuition in-
creases higher than the rate of infla-
tion.

Secondly, colleges and universities
that hold these increases down, or
hopefully someday even lower their
costs, should be given priority and re-
warded in Federal and State grants and
appropriations.

Third, the Congress and State legis-
latures should hold hearings that fea-
ture people who have been victimized
by taking on heavy student loan debts
at the start of their careers.

Fourth, every college or university
that receives Federal money—99.9 per-
cent—should be required to give finan-
cial counseling or at least some type of
simple, easy-to-understand document
to every person receiving a student
loan warning about potential problems.
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Lastly, but most important of all,
Federal and State governments should
give incentives to schools that require
professors to teach classes rather than
writing for obscure journals or doing
esoteric research that produces no tan-
gible results.

Too many professors have lost their
desire to teach. They seem to think 6
hours a week is heavy load. The result
is that too many students cannot get
the classes they need to graduate, and
it is now taking 5 or 6 years to get a 4-
year degree.

This is a very serious, fast-growing
problem, Mr. Speaker, that needs
major reforms sooner rather than
later.

———

PRIORITIZING ONLINE THREAT
ENFORCEMENT ACT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Massachusetts (Ms. CLARK) for 5 min-
utes.

Ms. CLARK of Massachusetts. Mr.
Speaker, imagine waking up every
morning with the dread that you will
face hundreds of violent threats as
soon as you get to work.

Imagine that, while you are in your
office, people threaten to sexually as-
sault you, and they know where you
live, when you are home, and who your
family members are. Maybe they even
show you the weapon they will use in
the future to harm you. We would
never tolerate this in our offices, but
this is a daily reality for women on-
line.
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Right now, millions of women and
girls are online, navigating their per-
sonal and professional lives; yet women
will be targeted with the most severe
types of online threats and harassment
at a rate 27 times higher than that of
men. Although these threats occur on-
line, there is nothing virtual about
their devastating impacts on women’s
lives.

Meet Jessica Valenti, a journalist
who founded a site that features topics
like women in the media, women’s
health, and LGBT rights. The price
Jessica pays for creating this forum
and expressing a feminist point of view
on the Internet is an unrelenting bar-
rage of rape and death threats.

After threats forced her to leave her
home, to change her bank accounts,
and to change her phone number, she
contacted the FBI. The FBI advised her
to never walk outside by herself and to
leave her home until the threats blow
over. The threats continue today, 4
years later.

In Pennsylvania, a women described
her terror after her abuser announced
on Facebook that he planned to tie her
up, put her in a trunk, pull out her
teeth one by one, and then her nails,
chop her into pieces, but keep her alive
long enough to feel the pain.

Then there is the story of my con-
stituent, Brianna Wu, a video game de-
veloper who had to flee her home with
her family in the middle of the night
after specific threats to rape and to
kill her and her husband. Her online
attackers released her home address
and described in graphic detail the acts
of violence they were planning.

Another woman moved nine times in
an 18-month period out of fear of online
threats. She moved across the country
and changed her job four times just to
stay safe.

None of the people who made these
threats has been prosecuted, and most
of the examples I have of online threats
that women, including myself, have re-
ceived are too vile and obscene to share
on the House floor. In Jessica Valenti’s
words: ‘““When people say you should be
raped and killed for years on end, it
takes a toll on your soul.”

For Jessica and Brianna and other
victims of severe threats online, there
are huge financial and professional im-
pacts. They have lost work opportuni-
ties and have spent money on legal ad-
vice, protective services, and tem-
porary housing.

They have had to pay to have their
personal information scrubbed from
Web sites. This is a significant price to
pay just to remain an active partici-
pant of an online economy.

What has been our response? In a 3-
year period, of an estimated 2.5 million
cyber stalking cases, only 10 were fed-
erally prosecuted. A judge in Massa-
chusetts recently told one victim who
works in technology and has suffered
terrifying threats from an ex-boyfriend
to simply go offline.

When I asked the FBI about the in-
vestigation and prosecution of online
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violence against women, they told me
it is not a priority. By failing to ad-
dress the realities of changing tech-
nology and a changing economy, we are
failing these women.

It is not okay to call this an Internet
problem. It is not okay to say to
women that this is just the way things
are. It is not okay to tell women to
change their behavior, to withhold
their opinions, and to stay off the
Internet altogether, just to avoid se-
vere threats.

For decades, women who have been
victims of sexual assault and abuse
have been told they have provoked
their abusers by what they wore or
what they have said. We have worked
hard to change that culture; yet, by
not taking these cases seriously, we
send a clear message that, when women
express opinions online, they are ask-
ing for it.

That is why I am calling on the De-
partment of Justice to enforce the laws
that are already on the books and take
these investigations and prosecutions
seriously. The Prioritizing Online
Threat Enforcement Act would give
the Department of Justice and the FBI
the resources and the mandate to in-
vestigate and enforce the Federal laws
on cyber threats.

It is not Congress’ job to police the
Internet, but we have a responsibility
to make sure that women are able to
fully participate in our economy. I
urge my colleagues to support this cru-
cial bill.

Let’s keep the Internet open and safe
for all voices.

FUNDING THE STRATOSPHERIC
OBSERVATORY FOR INFRARED
ASTRONOMY PROGRAM

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
California (Mr. KNIGHT) for 5 minutes.

Mr. KNIGHT. Mr. Speaker, I want to
first thank the House Appropriations
Committee for fully funding the Strat-
ospheric Observatory for Infrared As-
tronomy, SOFIA, program.

The SOFIA program is something
that is stationed in my district. It is a
747 airplane with a 100-inch telescope in
the back. Some people ask why we
would need this or why this is some-
thing that NASA is so excited about. It
is because we have certain programs
that are in the atmosphere, and on the
ground today, many of them have re-
strictions, but SOFIA doesn’t. SOFIA
does things that other telescopes just
can’t do.

First, it flies at 40,000 feet, so it gets
above the water vapor. That is some-
thing that we just can’t do from the
ground. We can’t do that type of
science, those observations—we just
can’t do it—yet SOFIA does something
that many other telescopes can’t do.

It does something that the Hubble
can’t do. It does something that our be-
loved James Webb Space Telescope,
which is going to be launched in the
next couple of years, cannot do. It
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lands, and we can upgrade it. If there is
something new in 2015, we can put it on
SOFTIA. SOFIA can take off. We can do
our projects, and we can do our experi-
ments. It can land. If we have some-
thing new in 2016, we can do the same
thing and so on and so forth.

For the next 20 years, we will be fly-
ing SOFIA if this Congress continues
to fund it. Last year, SOFIA was on the
chopping block, and without the good
leadership of our majority leader, it
might have gone away.

What I wanted to bring to everyone’s
attention is, if we are going to fund
NASA, if we are going to fund projects
for our new generation, if we are going
to explore, if we are going to do all of
the things that make America great
and that make America the explo-
ration country that we have been for
the last 100-plus years, then we have to
invest a little bit.

When the administration threatened
to shut down SOFIA in fiscal year 2015,
Congress showed strong support to
make sure that SOFIA would continue;
but, as we move forward, we under-
stand what these types of projects
bring.

As I look into the crowd, I see an
awful lot of young folks who have ei-
ther visited Washington, D.C., or they
are on a tour, or they are doing some-
thing. That is what SOFIA brings.
Every year, we put fifth and sixth and
seventh grade teachers in SOFIA for a
9- or 10-hour mission.

They get to work with NASA. They
get to work with scientists from Amer-
ica and from Germany because this is a
joint project, and they get to see what
projects and what experiments NASA
is doing. They also get to work with
NASA hand in hand.

They get to bring that back to the
classroom, and they get to teach their
fifth through seventh grade students
about astronomy, about learning,
about new planets, about new stars,
about dying stars, about new solar sys-
tems. They take that at a practical
level not just what is in the book, but
what they learn, what they see, and
what they do with NASA itself.

Also, I greatly appreciate the lan-
guage that the committee included in
the report accompanying the fiscal
year 2016 Commerce, Justice, Science
Appropriations bill, which reaffirms
our support for SOFIA and rejects
NASA’s plan to conduct a senior review
of the mission at such a premature
stage.

If we are going to look at what
SOFIA and other projects from NASA
do, we have to allow them to bring us
some real data. That data takes time.
If we are going to do that on a 1- or 2-
year status and then, maybe, cancel a
project, then all of the money that we
have injected into this project will be
for naught.

Given that SOFIA achieved full oper-
ating status just this last year, in 2014,
it has been designed for a lifespan of up
to, like I said, 20 years. A senior review
should not be at a 2-year stand, but it
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should go to a 5- or an 8-year stand so
that we can collect the data and make
sure that this program is worth the
money the taxpayers spend on it.

I would like to thank my colleagues
on both sides of the aisle because they
have supported this project just like
they have supported many projects for
NASA and for our experiment commu-
nity.

Without the support from both sides
of the aisle, it is really going to be dif-
ficult for America to continue to be the
leader in space exploration and explo-
ration abroad.

———————

IMPROVING TREATMENT OF TU.S.
TERRITORIES UNDER FEDERAL
HEALTH PROGRAMS ACT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Puerto Rico (Mr. PIERLUISI) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. PIERLUISI. Mr. Speaker, today,
I am introducing a comprehensive bill
to improve the treatment of Puerto
Rico and the other territories under
Medicaid, traditional Medicare, and
Medicare Advantage.

This is the first time that a Member
of Congress has filed legislation to ad-
dress the range of challenges that pa-
tients, physicians, hospitals, and insur-
ance providers in the territories face as
a result of the unequal treatment the
territories receive under Federal
health programs.

The bill serves as a blueprint for pol-
icymakers in identifying the various
problems that exist under current Fed-
eral law and in proposing fair, realistic,
and technically precise solutions to
each problem.

Based on my conversations with con-
gressional leaders and officials in the
Obama administration, I believe there
is bipartisan recognition that Federal
health laws do not do justice to Amer-
ican citizens living in the territories.

I recognize that Republicans and
Democrats have different opinions re-
garding the virtues of the Affordable
Care Act, but it is my hope that policy-
makers can agree that it is in the na-
tional interest to take concrete steps
to eliminate or reduce the numerous
disparities that the territories confront
under Medicaid and Medicare. These
inequalities were enshrined in law long
before 2010 and remain in place today.

Stated simply, if the will exists
among officials in the legislative and
executive branches to improve the
treatment of the territories under Fed-
eral health programs, as I believe it
does, then my bill provides a way for-
ward. After today, no Federal policy-
maker can say: I want to help, but I
don’t know how.

Rather than summarizing the bill’s
16 sections, I will highlight the provi-
sions relating to Medicaid, the program
for low-income individuals, which is
jointly funded by the Federal Govern-
ment and each State or territory gov-
ernment.

In the States, there is no limit on
Federal funding for Medicaid as long as
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the State provides its share of match-
ing funds. The Federal contribution,
known as an FMAP, can range from 50
percent for the wealthiest States to
over 80 percent for the poorest States.

By contrast, the funding that the
Federal Government provides for Med-
icaid in each territory is capped. When
I took office in 2009, Puerto Rico’s cap
was only $260 million a year, and the
Federal Government was covering less
than 20 percent of the cost of the terri-
tory’s Medicaid Program.

During my tenure, the Federal Gov-
ernment has increased Medicaid fund-
ing for the territories, but that funding
remains capped. Especially in the case
of Puerto Rico, it is still profoundly in-
equitable. Most problematic, this fund-
ing expires in 2019, and in Puerto Rico,
it will be depleted well before then.

This funding cliff is unique to the
territories. The bill I am filing today
would avert this cliff and provide a
more stable and equitable level of Med-
icaid funding for the territories. Start-
ing in fiscal year 2017, the bill would
provide the territories with State-like
treatment within well-defined param-
eters.
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Specifically, each territory’s Med-
icaid program could cover individuals
whose family income is at or below the
Federal poverty level. As long as a ter-
ritory covers individuals within these
income limits, the Federal Government
would fund the territory’s Medicaid
program as if it were a State Medicaid
program. The annual funding caps
would be eliminated, and each terri-
tory would receive an FMAP based on
its per capita income. However, the
limiting principle is that if a territory
wants to cover individuals earning
above the Federal poverty level, it will
generally be required to use territory
dollars, not Federal dollars.

The rationale behind this new pro-
posal is simple. Residents of the terri-
tories are American citizens. At the
very least, the Federal Government
should provide each territory with the
funding mnecessary to provide health
coverage to their residents who live at
or below the Federal poverty level.
Anything less is unacceptable from a
moral and public policy standpoint.

I invite my colleagues to support this
comprehensive bill and to work with
me to enact its provisions into law.

———

RECOGNIZING JESSE HILL AND
DELAWARE VALLEY VIETNAM
VETERANS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. FITZPATRICK) for 5
minutes.

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, for
decades Vietnam veteran and Levit-
town, Bucks County, resident Jesse
Hill has dedicated himself to pre-
serving the memory of those lost in
Vietnam and bringing awareness to
those still missing.
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In Vietnam, Jesse served with dis-
tinction with the Army 1st Cavalry Di-
vision for two tours of duty between
1967 and 1969, when he earned a Purple
Heart for his service and his personal
sacrifice. Upon returning home, he be-
came a founding member of the Dela-
ware Valley Vietnam Veterans, or DV3,
as they call themselves.

Today, Jesse continues to recognize
the service and sacrifice of all who
fought and fell in that war and others
since, especially Iraq and Afghanistan,
through the Donald W. Jones Flag Me-
morial. Named after a fellow co-
founder, Jesse’s leadership has sus-
tained this impressive display for 30
years. The Flag Memorial has been lo-
cated in various sites across Bucks
County over the years, including the
Washington Crossing Historic Park,
Core Creek Park, Silver Lake Park,
and now at Falls Township Community
Park, where it draws an annual crowd
of thousands of veterans and grateful
community members.

Having participated in planting flags
at this powerful memorial with mem-
bers of my staff for several years, I am
always humbled by the sacrifice that
each flag represents and grateful for
Jesse’s commitment to remembering
those we have lost in conflict.

I thank Jesse and all the members of
the Delaware Valley Vietnam Veterans
for their continued work and support of
the veterans in our region and their
service to our Nation and our commu-
nity.

———
WATERS OF THE U.S. RULE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Towa (Mr. YOUNG) for 5 minutes.

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, 1
rise today to speak in opposition to the
recently finalized waters of the U.S.
rule.

Documents show that the EPA craft-
ed the waters of the U.S. rule behind
closed doors, leaving no seat at the
table for farmers, business leaders,
county and State officials, home-
builders, livestock producers, ranchers,
and many others who are concerned by
this Federal overreach, and it affects
their lives.

Everybody wants clean water—Ilet’s
all be on the record for that—but we
need to respect this process. Stake-
holders should have been consulted.
The people whose lives are affected by
this rule should have been consulted.
The EPA’s final rule is flawed, and de-
spite attempts by Congress, it is not an
improvement over the proposed rule.

The rule still requires farmers and
ranchers to get permits for activities
on their own land. On their own land.
The rule still expands the waters under
the EPA’s jurisdiction. The rule still
hurts manufacturers and States and
counties looking to expand economic
development projects and looking to
expand opportunity.

This rule remains flawed and should
be thrown out. I urge Members of Con-
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gress to support efforts to stop this
job-killing, farm-killing rule that in-
vites lawsuits instead of real solutions.
I urge my colleagues in the House and
Senate to support efforts to create a
new rule that will truly improve water
quality for all Americans and put
stakeholders in the process and respect
private property.
———
TRAGIC FLOODING IN CENTRAL
TEXAS

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
FITZPATRICK). The Chair recognizes the

gentleman from Texas (Mr.
FARENTHOLD) for 5 minutes.
Mr. FARENTHOLD. Mr. Speaker,

over the Memorial Day weekend, the
communities of central Texas suffered
a terrible tragedy after heavy rains and
powerful storms hit the Lone Star
State, resulting in the deaths of 24 peo-
ple, including a number from Corpus
Christi and the district that I rep-
resent.

Though I don’t represent Hays Coun-
ty, where some of the major flooding
happened and one of the hardest hit
parts of the State, nearby Caldwell and
Bastrop Counties are in the 27th Dis-
trict of Texas, and I have pledged my
help to the entire area in every way
possible.

Immediately after the floods, I vis-
ited the Bastrop County Emergency
Operations Center and have been in
contact with leaders throughout the
district to help in the recovery and aid
efforts and to make sure that the re-
sources are available and that we are
looking for ways to improve our re-
sponse and readiness in the future.

But, you know, it wasn’t just tragedy
that I saw during this. It was not just
devastation. I also saw the hope and
spirit of a community that came to-
gether in aid and rescue efforts. I was
moved, touched, and inspired by what I
saw.

Hundreds of volunteers, including my
wife Debbie, joined emergency per-
sonnel and law enforcement folks to
help however possible. Debbie came
home with stories of hundreds of people
who drove over 3 hours from Corpus
Christi to search for some of the vic-
tims who were from Corpus Christi, in-
cluding my daughter’s elementary and
middle school tutor, who perished in
the flood.

Despite this tragedy, it is amazing
how people came together in the spirit
of America and how it showed through.
This gives me hope for the entire coun-
try, and it makes me proud to be an
American.

At the request of a constituent, I will
also be working with local officials to
investigate how we can make our emer-
gency notification systems better and
how it can make sure people have ac-
cess to accurate and timely disaster in-
formation so we can prevent tragedies
like this in the future.

Obviously, we can’t stop Mother Na-
ture, but we can be prepared. We can
make sure the public has the informa-

June 3, 2015

tion they need to keep themselves safe,
and we can help those devastated by
these sorts of tragedies.

Mr. Speaker, I ask that you and ev-
eryone join me in continuing to pray
for the victims of these floods and
these tragedies, their friends, their
families, and the volunteers who gave
so selflessly of their time.

————

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until noon
today.

Accordingly (at 11 o’clock and 8 min-
utes a.m.), the House stood in recess.

——
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AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker at
noon.

————

PRAYER

Reverend William Rice, Calvary Bap-
tist Church, Clearwater, Florida, of-
fered the following prayer:

Father, we praise You as the author
of life and affirm with our Founders
that You are the giver of liberty.

We ask that You would direct these
who gather as Members of Congress to
help govern our land. Grant them wis-
dom beyond themselves. Grant them
the humility to remember Whom they
serve and to Whom they must give an
ultimate account. Grant them a deep
burden for righteousness and a burning
passion for justice.

Forgive us, Lord, as a people, for
walking in pride and imagining that we
can long stand without Your blessing.
Awaken us to a reverence for Who You
are as the living God and for Your eter-
nal truths.

You, O Lord, are a great and mighty
God, yet You are also compassionate
and gracious. Be gracious to us still,
and grant us a spiritual awakening
that will renew our Nation from with-
in.
In Jesus’ Name.
Amen.

————

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House
his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

———

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman
from Georgia (Mr. GRAVES) come for-
ward and lead the House in the Pledge
of Allegiance.

Mr. GRAVES of Georgia led the
Pledge of Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.
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WELCOMING REVEREND WILLIAM
RICE

The SPEAKER. Without objection,
the gentleman from Florida (Mr.
JOLLY) is recognized for 1 minute.

There was no objection.

Mr. JOLLY. Mr. Speaker, I rise to in-
troduce to my colleagues our guest
chaplain for the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives today, Pastor Willy Rice
of Clearwater, Florida’s Calvary Bap-
tist Church.

Pastor Willy is a Florida native, at-
tending Calvary as a young man and
returning to the church years later in
2004 to become the church pastor. Pas-
tor Willy is joined in ministry by his
wife, Cheryl, and together they have
three children.

Mr. Speaker, Calvary Baptist Church
is a church that is indeed alive. Pastor
Willy and the entire church family
minister each day through worship
services, through Calvary Christian
School, by serving those in need
through Calvary Cares, and through
ministries that support families, the
elderly, supporting foster care and
adoption services, providing grief coun-
seling and ministry, and ministries to
the deaf community.

In each of these ministries, Pastor
Willy and the Calvary family remain
focused on sharing the saving grace
and the love of the Christ in Whom we
put our faith, living out this faith each
day with a spirit of evangelism, a hum-
ble compassion, and a heart of Chris-
tian ministry.

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues
today to welcome Pastor Willy and his
wife Cheryl. May God bless the Rice
family, and may God bless the church
family at Clearwater’s Calvary Baptist
Church.

——————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
CARTER of Georgia). The Chair will en-
tertain up to 15 further requests for 1-
minute speeches on each side of the
aisle.

———

ALLEN AMERICANS HOCKEY TEAM
IN THE PLAYOFFS

(Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas. Mr.
Speaker, today I rise because I would
like to congratulate some very tal-
ented individuals in my district—the
Allen Americans hockey team.

I am proud to represent the city of
Allen in Washington, D.C., and every-
one in Collin County is lucky because
we are able to call the Allen Americans
our home team. They have had a stel-
lar season, and they are now on their
way to winning their third straight
championship. Today the Allen Ameri-
cans will play the South Carolina
Stingrays in game 3 of the Kelly Cup
Playoffs.
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I would like to say to the Allen
Americans: Congratulations for mak-
ing it this far. Good luck tonight. Your
hometown believes in you, and we can’t
wait to see you bring home your third
championship. You have worked hard,
s0 g0 show them why you don’t mess
with Texas. Go get the Stingrays.

———

HONORING THE ALLIED TROOPS
WHO LANDED ON THE BEACHES
OF NORTHERN FRANCE

(Mr. HIGGINS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. HIGGINS. Mr. Speaker, 71 years
ago this week, 160,000 Allied troops
landed on the beaches of northern
France. Nine thousand were Kkilled or
wounded on D-day. Their bravery and
sacrifice made possible the liberation
of a continent and the defeat of an evil
ideology.

The American heroes who fought at
Normandy are examples of what we
want our country to be: courageous,
generous, and undeterred by a commit-
ment to freedom. But we owe every
veteran from D-day to today more.

We should remove the expiration
dates in the GI bill so that veterans
have access to education and training
at any point in their career. We should
pass an infrastructure plan with a pref-
erence for hiring veterans in the build-
ing and construction trades. We should
help veterans keep medical appoint-
ments by providing child care at the
VA clinics. And we should make sure
that our veterans hospitals are state-
of-the-art facilities.

Mr. Speaker, this weekend I will join
all Americans and remember our sol-
diers who fought on D-day. May our
country always be worthy of their sac-
rifice.

———

CONGRATULATING BAKER ELMORE

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, it is with sincere gratitude I
have the opportunity to recognize
Baker Elmore, legislative director of
South Carolina’s Second Congressional
District. I will always appreciate Baker
for his service on behalf of the people
of South Carolina.

A native of Cheraw, South Carolina,
and formerly of the award-winning
USC golf team, Baker has faithfully
served on the staff for 6 years in var-
ious roles, including legislative direc-
tor, legislative assistant, and special
assistant. His expertise on nuclear en-
ergy, trade, and foreign affairs, com-
bined with his ability to connect with
constituents and eagerness to assist
them, has made a difference, especially
promoting the missions of the Savan-
nah River site.

It is with mixed feelings, but great
happiness, that I bid Baker farewell.
Baker is moving on next week to serve
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as director of Federal programs at the
Nuclear Energy Institute, NEI. This is
a tremendous vote of confidence in his
capability, his competence, dedication,
and integrity.

Congratulations to his parents, Mike
and Debbie Elmore, along with his
grandparents, Sam and Gina McCuen
and Harriet Elmore, for raising such a
talented staff member.

In conclusion, God bless our troops,
and may the President by his actions
never forget September the 11th in the
global war on terrorism.

Godspeed, Baker Elmore.

—————

RECOGNIZING THE ABILITYONE
PROGRAM

(Mr. ASHFORD asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. ASHFORD. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to express my support and admi-
ration for the AbilityOne Program,
this country’s single largest provider of
employment for people who are blind
or have significant disabilities.

AbilityOne currently works with ap-
proximately 4,600 blind individuals and
over 44,000 disabled people, 3,000 of
whom are military veterans or wound-
ed warriors, helping them gain greater
independence and a higher quality of
life. This is accomplished by providing
them with both the skills and training
necessary to find valued jobs with good
wages and benefits.

Mr. Speaker, Congress first recog-
nized the need for this type of program
in 1938 and expanded upon it in 1971.
Today AbilityOne delivers more than
$2 billion in quality products and serv-
ices to the Federal Government at fair
market prices. It also provides critical
support to the U.S. armed services for
both military and humanitarian oper-
ations. With a national network of
nearly 600 community-based nonprofit
agencies, AbilityOne contracts projects
in all 50 States, the District of Colum-
bia, Puerto Rico, and Guam.

With the participation of more of its
citizens in the workplace, every com-
munity benefits from greater cultural
diversity and awareness.

————
SECURING THE RULE OF LAW

(Mr. CARTER of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. CARTER of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
I rise today to congratulate 26 States,
including my home State of Texas, for
stopping an imperial White House dead
in its tracks.

For far too long, this President has
forced his will on the American people
with his pen and his phone. Well, the
Fifth Circuit Court of Appeals has said
enough is enough. Last week, the Court
of Appeals upheld an injunction to stop
the President’s unilateral actions that
would have granted 5 million illegal
aliens work permits and eroded the
foundation of our system of govern-
ment.
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Mr. Speaker, I am not anti-immigra-
tion. The Constitution of the United
States is clear: immigration and natu-
ralization are issues for Congress and
the American people to decide, not a
self-declared king sitting in the White
House.

Lawlessness breeds lawlessness. Last
week, Texas and the Fifth Circuit se-
cured the rule of law, and I thank them
for it.

———

HIGHWAY TRUST FUND AND
T-HUD

(Mrs. BEATTY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mrs. BEATTY. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to share that the Nation is des-
perate for a long-term, 21st century
transportation and infrastructure sys-
tem that provides sustainable solutions
to our Nation’s infrastructure crisis.
We can’t kick the can down the road
anymore. Patching our roads and our
budgets will not reverse the serious de-
cline in our infrastructure.

In April of this year, I joined elected
officials and community leaders in my
district at the Central Ohio Transit
Authority’s new Spring Street Ter-
minal to ‘“‘Stand Up 4 Transportation”
and call for a long-term funding bill.

Short-term patches like the one that
was rushed through Congress last
month fail to meet the challenge of our
Nation’s crumbling roads and bridges—
even as other nations advance their in-
frastructure by leaps and bounds.

Mr. Speaker, without meaningful
long-term transportation bills that
provide forward thinking and predict-
able investments for our infrastruc-
ture, we are slamming the brakes on
the economy and jobs.

It is time to act. The clock is tick-
ing.

ROME HIGH SCHOOL ON BEST
HIGH SCHOOLS LIST

(Mr. GRAVES of Georgia asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. GRAVES of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to congratulate Rome
High School, which was ranked as one
of the ‘“Best High Schools in America’’
by U.S. News & World Report for the
fourth year in a row. It also earned a
silver ranking, meaning Rome High is
one of the top 10 percent of schools na-
tionwide.

These high achievements are evi-
dence of the commitment, the dedica-
tion, and the hard work put forth by
Rome High students, their faculty, and
the staff. In fact, when the Rome News
Tribune asked him about the rankings,
Principal Evans noted: ‘“We are striv-
ing for a gold rank of course.”

Mr. Speaker, this commitment to
hard work and doing the best you can
embodies the values that make north-
west Georgia a great place to live, to
work, and to raise a family.
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Congratulations to all those involved
in the Rome High School community.
Enjoy your summer break. You have
earned it.

———

BRING BACK OUR GIRLS

(Ms. WILSON of Florida asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Ms. WILSON of Florida. Mr. Speaker,
Boko Haram, with the help of ISIS, has
made a dangerous comeback. Just yes-
terday, Boko Haram attacked again,
using a suicide bomber to kill 20 more
people.

In his inauguration speech last Fri-
day, President Buhari vowed to defeat
Boko Haram. I hope and pray that
President Buhari remains committed
to this vow because we here in Con-
gress will certainly remain committed
to holding him accountable.

Mr. Speaker, we will continue to
wear red in solidarity with the thou-
sands affected by the evils of Boko
Haram. We will continue to tweet,
tweet, tweet #bringbackourgirls.

Listen to these headlines: ‘“Kid-
napped Nigerian Girls Likely Being
Used by Boko Haram as Suicide Bomb-
ers”; “U.S. Signals Willingness to
Widen the Role in Fighting Boko
Haram in Nigeria’’; ‘‘Boko Haram and
ISIS Are the Worst Sexual Abusers’’;
‘““How Boko Haram Is Turning Children
into Weapons’’; “With Help from ISIS,
a More Deadly Boko Haram Makes a
Comeback’’; ‘““Nigerian Girls Kidnapped
by Boko Haram May Be Held in Under-
ground Bunkers’; ‘“Boko Haram Mili-
tants Raped Hundreds of Female Cap-
tives in Nigeria.”

Continue to tweet. Tweet
#bringbackourgirls.
————
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REMEMBERING ARLENE BUSH

(Mr. PAULSEN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PAULSEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise to
remember and celebrate a wonderful
public servant from Bloomington, Min-
nesota, Arlene Bush.

Arlene Bush served on the Bloom-
ington School Board for 33 years and
volunteered for many more. But the
longevity of Arlene’s service is just
part of the story. Arlene was known for
the kindness she showed to everyone
whom she interacted with.

Superintendent of Bloomington Pub-
lic Schools Les Fujitake remembered
how Arlene always approached deci-
sions that the school board faced by
asking, ‘“What is best for the chil-
dren?”’ Arlene was a fixture at school
events and at the annual Congressional
Art Competition in Bloomington. In
fact, she often took the time to tag
along with me when I visited schools.

Arlene’s positive, Kkind, and sup-
portive spirit was contagious to those
around her. Her legacy will be remem-
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bered far beyond the Bloomington
School Board meeting room and the
Minnesota School Boards Association
award that bears her name.

My condolences go out to Arlene’s
family, to the Bloomington Public
Schools, and to the entire Bloomington
community who mourn the loss of Ar-
lene but who celebrate a wonderful
public servant.

——
HIRE A HERO ACT

(Ms. PLASKETT asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. PLASKETT. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to ask my colleagues to support
an important initiative.

We celebrate and show honor to our
veterans, fallen servicemembers, and
those in the Armed Forces during Me-
morial Day and Veterans Day, and then
in some respects we go on about our
business.

Those veterans and the men and
women in the National Guard and
Ready Reserve need our continued sup-
port. We do that through health care,
educational initiatives, and other
ways. We must do it as well to support
them economically with jobs.

Too many American servicemembers
remain unemployed. Although the
overall veteran unemployment rate has
dropped in recent years, the rate of un-
employment among our post-9/11 vet-
erans is 7.2 percent.

As our economy continues to im-
prove, we must be sure that those who
fight to defend this country are not left
behind. The men and women who serve
in the National Guard and Reserve are
highly trained, well-qualified individ-
uals who add tremendous value to our
employer’s workforce.

Let’s make it easier for those em-
ployers—and even incentivize them—to
bring the men and women who con-
tinue to serve in the National Guard
and Reserve on their payroll. Through
the Hire A Hero Act, H.R. 2457, employ-
ers would receive a tax incentive to
hire our National Guardsmen and Re-
servists. This would support small
businesses by providing them with
highly skilled workers and assist our
great men and women.

Please join me in supporting the Hire
A Hero Act.

——
ENDING ALZHEIMER’S

(Mr. GUINTA asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. GUINTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise on
behalf of the 5.3 million Americans liv-
ing with Alzheimer’s disease as we ob-
serve Alzheimer’s Awareness Month.

Families affected by this illness
know firsthand Alzheimer’s takes more
than just memories; it takes the lives
of loved ones.

Despite being the sixth-leading cause
of death in the United States, Alz-
heimer’s is the only disease in the top
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ten causes of death that cannot be
slowed, stopped, or prevented.

The time to take action is now. It is
our duty as Members to work on behalf
of the families who lose their loved
ones to this devastating disease and on
behalf of those individuals who slowly
lose those pieces of themselves that
made up who they once were. No one
should have to go through such an
emotionally tolling process.

As a member of the Congressional
Alzheimer’s Caucus, I am devoted to
raising awareness and devising solu-
tions to once and for all end Alz-
heimer’s.

Together we can, and must, fight this
important fight.

——————

SECOND ANNIVERSARY OF THE
BLUE LIGHTNING INITIATIVE

(Ms. TITUS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. TITUS. Mr. Speaker, this week
marks the second anniversary of the
Blue Lightning Initiative, a DHS and
DOT program to equip airline per-
sonnel with the tools to identify and
save victims of human trafficking.

I represent Las Vegas, which attracts
more than 42 million visitors every
year. As a premier global destination,
we are sadly all too familiar with the
impact of this heinous crime.

Clearly, we must engage in an all-
hands-on-deck approach to identify and
apprehend traffickers, which includes
our airline personnel who are on the
front line.

That is why I am introducing legisla-
tion to ensure all our airlines take on
this challenge and close off the skies to
those engaged in this modern-day slav-
ery.

Human trafficking is not the only
issue that is facing our aviation indus-
try, so I will be hosting industry lead-
ers from across the country at an avia-
tion symposium in my district next
week to discuss how we can work to-
gether to strengthen our Nation’s avia-
tion, create new job opportunities, and
foster economic growth.

———
CACHE VALLEY TRANSIT

(Mr. BISHOP of Utah asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. BISHOP of Utah. Mr. Speaker,
the Cache Valley Transit District in
Logan, Utah, has received an Excel-
lence in Motion award by the national
Community Transportation Associa-
tion and has been named as the ‘“Urban
Community Transportation System of
the Year.” Among other criteria, this
award is given to a transportation sys-
tem that demonstrates creative and in-
novative services that are responsive
to community needs and serves an
urban area of more than 50,000 people.

The Cache Valley Transit District
has a 19-year legacy of fare-free riding,
a precedent for the Nation. They have
cultivated close relationships in the
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community through traditional and
nontraditional partnerships, such as
support for a community art program,
a new medical voucher program, and
Call-A-Ride buses which provide
curbside service for the elderly and dis-
abled.

For these and other reasons, they
certainly merit the Excellence in Mo-
tion award.

———

THE VETERAN WELLNESS ACT

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, right before the Memorial
Day holiday, Congressman TIM RYAN of
Ohio and I introduced H.R. 2555, the
Veteran Wellness Act, a bipartisan bill
that will improve Veteran Service Or-
ganizations’ ability to promote good
health among our Nation’s veterans.
This is critical at a time when an aver-
age of 22 veterans take their lives by
suicide each and every day.

Mr. Speaker, veterans across the
country turn to these organizations to
participate in a wide variety of pro-
grams to build and cultivate a commu-
nity of support among fellow veterans.
These facilities are a place of comfort
and familiarity for thousands of men
and women and their families.

The Veteran Wellness Act will ex-
pand upon what these organizations
are currently doing and create a great-
er number of opportunities for veterans
to access wellness programs and thera-
pies.

Mr. Speaker, it is our responsibility
to be there for our Nation’s heroes as
they begin transitioning back to civil-
ian life.

I ask my colleagues to join me and
Congressman RYAN in supporting this
bipartisan bill. We owe these brave
men and women no less.

———

USA FREEDOM ACT

(Mr. YODER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. YODER. Mr. Speaker, yesterday,
the President signed into law the USA
Freedom Act. It is a bill T oppose be-
cause I believe it continues to allow
unwarranted intrusions into the inno-
cent lives of Americans in contradic-
tion to the vision of our Founders and
our Constitution.

But what is most important to re-
member about this debate is that even
with the reforms in the USA Freedom
Act, a provision of law in the Elec-
tronic Communications Privacy Act,
on the books since 1986, still allows
government investigators to read the
emails, texts, and information stored
in the cloud or on any server of all
Americans, at any time, without a war-
rant, without probable cause, and with-
out any due process.

Our Federal law gives digital commu-
nication little to no protections under
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the Fourth Amendment, regardless of
the reforms signed into law yesterday.

A lot has changed in email commu-
nication since 1986, and that is why we
must pass the Email Privacy Act, a
broad bipartisan bill with over 270 co-
sponsors which would give email, dig-
ital communication, the same Fourth
Amendment protections as paper mail
or letters on our desks.

Mr. Speaker, let’s pass this legisla-
tion. Let’s pass H.R. 699, and let’s as-
sure the American people that govern-
ment has moved into the 21st century
and not forgotten the Constitution
along the way.

———

REMEMBERING HADIYA
PENDELTON

(Mr. DOLD asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. DOLD. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
in remembrance of Hadiya Pendelton, a
young woman from my home State of
Illinois who was shot tragically in Chi-
cago when she was only 15.

Hadiya would have been 18 years old
yesterday. In her memory, her friends
asked their classmates to commemo-
rate her life by wearing orange. Yester-
day, I joined with my colleagues in the
House to honor her memory in the
United States House of Representa-
tives.

Mr. Speaker, every single day in the
United States, nearly 300 people are
victims of handgun violence. Yester-
day, gun owners, sportsmen, law-
makers, faith leaders, teachers, stu-
dents, and more wore orange to bring
attention to the issue of handgun vio-
lence.

It is my hope that this nonpartisan
unifying action will show that victims
of gun violence like Hadiya are not for-
gotten.

Mr. Speaker, we must set aside our
partisan differences so that we may
honor the victims of this tragic and un-
necessary violence and come together
to make our homes, our businesses,
schools, and communities safer.

——————

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION
OF H.R. 2289, COMMODITY END-
USER RELIEF ACT

Mr. NEWHOUSE. Mr. Speaker, by di-
rection of the Committee on Rules, I
call up House Resolution 288 and ask
for its immediate consideration.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 288

Resolved, That at any time after adoption
of this resolution the Speaker may, pursuant
to clause 2(b) of rule XVIII, declare the
House resolved into the Committee of the
Whole House on the state of the Union for
consideration of the bill (H.R. 2289) to reau-
thorize the Commodity Futures Trading
Commission, to better protect futures cus-
tomers, to provide end-users with market
certainty, to make basic reforms to ensure
transparency and accountability at the Com-
mission, to help farmers, ranchers, and end-
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users manage risks, to help keep consumer
costs low, and for other purposes. The first
reading of the bill shall be dispensed with.
All points of order against consideration of
the bill are waived. General debate shall be
confined to the bill and amendments speci-
fied in this section and shall not exceed one
hour equally divided and controlled by the
chair and ranking minority member of the
Committee on Agriculture. After general de-
bate the bill shall be considered for amend-
ment under the five-minute rule. In lieu of
the amendment in the nature of a substitute
recommended by the Committee on Agri-
culture now printed in the bill, it shall be in
order to consider as an original bill for the
purpose of amendment under the five-minute
rule an amendment in the nature of a sub-
stitute consisting of the text of Rules Com-
mittee Print 114-18. That amendment in the
nature of a substitute shall be considered as
read. All points of order against that amend-
ment in the nature of a substitute are
waived. No amendment to that amendment
in the nature of a substitute shall be in order
except those printed in the report of the
Committee on Rules accompanying this res-
olution. Each such amendment may be of-
fered only in the order printed in the report,
may be offered only by a Member designated
in the report, shall be considered as read,
shall be debatable for the time specified in
the report equally divided and controlled by
the proponent and an opponent, shall not be
subject to amendment, and shall not be sub-
ject to a demand for division of the question
in the House or in the Committee of the
Whole. All points of order against such
amendments are waived. At the conclusion
of consideration of the bill for amendment
the Committee shall rise and report the bill
to the House with such amendments as may
have been adopted. Any Member may de-
mand a separate vote in the House on any
amendment adopted in the Committee of the
Whole to the bill or to the amendment in the
nature of a substitute made in order as origi-
nal text. The previous question shall be con-
sidered as ordered on the bill and amend-
ments thereto to final passage without inter-
vening motion except one motion to recom-
mit with or without instructions.

SEC. 2. The Committee on Appropriations
may, at any time before 5 p.m. on Friday,
June 5, 2015, file privileged reports to accom-
pany measures making appropriations for
the fiscal year ending September 30, 2016.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Washington is recognized
for 1 hour.

Mr. NEWHOUSE. Mr. Speaker, for
the purpose of debate only, I yield the
customary 30 minutes to the gen-
tleman from Massachusetts (Mr.
MCGOVERN), pending which I yield my-
self such time as I may consume. Dur-
ing consideration of this resolution, all
time yielded is for the purpose of de-
bate only.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. NEWHOUSE. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days to revise
and extend their remarks.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Washington?

There was no objection.

O 1230

Mr. NEWHOUSE. Mr. Speaker, on
Tuesday, the Rules Committee met and
reported a rule, H. Res. 288, providing
for the consideration of a very impor-
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tant piece of legislation, H.R. 2289, the
Commodity End-User Relief Act.

The rule provides for the consider-
ation of H.R. 2289 under a structured
rule and makes five amendments in
order—two Democrat and two Repub-
lican, as well as one bipartisan amend-
ment—allowing for a balanced debate
on these important issues.

H.R. 2289 is essential to the smooth
functioning of the American economy
and is long overdue for an enactment
into law. This important legislation
will reauthorize the Commodity Fu-
tures Trading Commission, also known
as the CFTC, which had its statutory
authority lapse in September of 2013.

The House passed, with strong bipar-
tisan support, a very similar version of
this legislation on June 24 of last year.
Unfortunately, the Senate failed to
take up the House-passed bill despite
its strong bipartisan support in the
House, leading us to reconsider this
legislation again today.

After the financial crisis of 2008, al-
most everyone agreed that changes
needed to be made to our financial
services sector in order to protect our
economy and prevent another crisis in
the future. Like many of my col-
leagues, I have concerns with some of
the reforms that were instituted in re-
sponse to this financial calamity be-
cause they have put overly burdensome
restrictions on our business commu-
nities.

However, it is important to note that
this legislation keeps intact the over-
arching reforms made in title VII of
the Dodd-Frank Act. Every witness
who appeared in front of the Agri-
culture Committee was supportive of
the clearing, margining, and execution
requirements that are the heart of title
VII; yet, like every major comprehen-
sive law—and this was very comprehen-
sive—there are always unintended con-
sequences that need to be addressed,
and H.R. 2289 does just that.

For example, the authors of Dodd-
Frank would likely argue the law’s
main purpose is to reduce systemic
risk to the economy. However, I don’t
think anyone would argue that farm-
ers, who are simply trying to lock in a
good price for their corn or for their
wheat, are a systemic risk to our econ-
omy.

It is just as restaurant chains that
are looking to make sure they have
enough beef or pork or potatoes to sell
to their patrons also do not pose a sys-
temic risk. Utility companies that are
seeking to ensure that they have
enough power to meet the needs and
demands of their customers did not
cause the financial crisis.

Unfortunately, though, the current
law imposes rules that treat all of
these entities as major risks to our
economy, and it imposes overly bur-
densome capital and paperwork re-
quirements on them.

Mr. Speaker, critics may claim this
bill undermines consumer protections.
However, this could not be further
from the truth. Title I of H.R. 2289 puts
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in place greater consumer protections,
like requiring brokerage firms to no-
tify investors before moving funds from
one account to another in order to pre-
vent abuses like those that occurred at
MF Global prior to its bankruptcy.

It would also require firms that be-
come undercapitalized to immediately
report to regulators and work with
them to restore adequate capital and
financial security. These title I provi-
sions are commonsense reforms that
will protect consumers.

Title II would make reforms to the
CFTC itself, such as strengthening the
cost-benefit analysis the CFTC must
perform when considering the impacts
of its rules and appointing a chief econ-
omist to assist with compiling and ana-
lyzing financial data.

Critics may claim that requiring
cost-benefit analyses will open up the
CFTC to lawsuits, which could be cost-
ly. However, such critics also ignore
the endless cycle of the proposal and
reproposals of rules that are rushed,
poorly conceived, and unworkable.

This work requires the CFTC to
waste staff time and Commission funds
to redraft rules or to provide
workarounds for impacted parties. This
requirement merely gives the CFTC a
standard for writing good rules the
first time that will benefit our econ-
omy and the users.

Title II would also require the CFTC
to take steps to invest in IT to protect
sensitive market data against cyber at-
tacks, a very real issue given the re-
cent breaches we have seen at the IRS
and at various national retailers. Most
importantly, this section reauthorizes
the CFTC until 2019, which has been op-
erating without our authorization, to
spend money for a year and a half.

Title III now gets to the heart of
what I mentioned earlier, providing re-
lief to the end users or the farmers, the
restaurants, the manufacturers, the
utilities, and other entities that rely
on a steady supply of commodities that
have been caught up in the unintended
consequences of Dodd-Frank’s reforms.

These users have a genuine need to
use markets to hedge against bad
weather, natural disasters, inflation,
price shocks, and other unforeseen cir-
cumstances that could jeopardize their
ability to serve their customers. These
entities inherently want to avoid risk
and, thus, shouldn’t be subjected to the
same requirements as financial and in-
vestment entities.

Mr. Speaker, title III of H.R. 2289
makes significant reforms to aid these
end users, such as preventing utility
companies from being inappropriately
classified as ‘‘financial entities” and
being treated like banks under the law.

It exempts end users who are not oth-
erwise regulated by the CFTC from
having to keep records of every email,
phone call, fax, or letter with regard to
every trade, a huge recordkeeping bur-
den. It would prevent nonbank swap
dealers from having to hold more cap-
ital than banks do, which would put
them at an unfair disadvantage in the
market.
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Additionally, this section would
allow end users operating in rarely
traded markets not to have to disclose
trade data, which can be a serious dis-
advantage if they must publicly show
all of their trading partners what they
are buying and selling.

Title III would also require the CFTC
to determine if the rules for foreign
swaps are equivalent to U.S. rules and
create a workable system of sub-
stituted compliance for market partici-
pants whose activity crosses multiple
jurisdictions. This would ensure that
businesses which trade internationally
do not have to comply with two sets of
divergent rules.

Mr. Speaker, the most important
thing to remember about H.R. 2289 is
that the farmer who grows the food
that you eat for dinner did not cause
the financial crisis, neither did the
people you buy your electricity from or
the people who provided the wood for
your desk or the metal used in your
car. I do not know of any reason we
should continue to treat them as if
they did, which is what the current law
does, and it is what H.R. 2289 is seeking
to correct.

Mr. Speaker, this is a good, straight-
forward rule, allowing for the consider-
ation of important legislation that will
help grow our economy. I support its
adoption, and I urge my colleagues to
support the rule and the underlying
bill.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

(Mr. MCGOVERN asked and was
given permission to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. MCGOVERN. I thank the gen-
tleman from Washington (Mr.
NEWHOUSE) for the customary 30 min-
utes.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong opposi-
tion to this rule and to the underlying
legislation.

Since my friends on the other side of
the aisle have assumed the majority,
they have made it their mission to un-
dermine the Dodd-Frank Act and ham-
string the ability of our regulators to
put in place strong rules to prevent an-
other financial crisis, and this legisla-
tion is no exception.

H.R. 2289 reauthorizes the Com-
modity Futures Trading Commission
through 2019 while making substantial
changes to the CFTC’s internal oper-
ations and rolling back key Dodd-
Frank provisions intended to strength-
en our financial regulatory framework.

I have specific concerns with the new
cost-benefit requirements imposed in
title II of the legislation. The CFTC al-
ready conducts cost-benefit analyses
on its rulemakings, and this provision
could significantly slow down the rule-
making process while also creating
openings that will put the CFTC at the
risk of increased litigation.

Title II of H.R. 2289 also proposes sev-
eral unnecessary changes to the Com-
mission’s internal operations that can
make it more difficult to manage the
agency.
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According to CFTC Chairman
Massad, the provisions contained in
title II could weaken the Commission’s
ability to respond in a timely and ef-
fective manner. For example, if these
measures were currently in place, it
would have made it more difficult for
the agency to positively respond over
the past 10 months to concerns raised
by market participants. Also included
in this bill are substantial changes to
rulemakings taking place at the Com-
mission under the Dodd-Frank Act.

I am particularly concerned by the
cross-border language contained in the
bill, which will undercut the efforts al-
ready underway by the Commission to
negotiate on an international system
of safe and robust derivative rules that
are necessary to apply to the global de-
rivatives market.

H.R. 2289 requires the CFTC to create
a rule that will automatically allow
U.S. banks and foreign banks con-
ducting business in the U.S. to do so
under the rules imposed by foreign ju-
risdictions, all of which are currently
more lenient than our own. We have
seen this kind of race to the bottom be-
fore, and we all know how it ends.

Worse yet, Mr. Speaker, is that this
legislation hamstrings an agency that
is already woefully underfunded. The
Congressional Budget Office estimates
that the CFTC will need 30 additional
personnel annually to handle the in-
creased workload imposed by both the
new cost-benefit analysis requirements
and the mandated cross-border rule
contained in this legislation.

Will my friends on the other side of
the aisle provide the necessary funding
increases to the CFTC to carry out
these requirements? I doubt it.

Dodd-Frank significantly expanded
the CFTC’s role in overseeing our fi-
nancial markets, and they have al-
ready completed over 80 percent of
their required rulemakings, the best
rate of any financial regulator. They
have done so despite the fact that Con-
gress has not done its part to provide
the agency with the resources it needs
to police these incredibly complex mar-
kets, populated by highly sophisticated
and extremely powerful entities.

Remember AIG, the insurer brought
down by derivatives trades that the
CFTC is now policing? If that memory
is fuzzy, I am sure you will remember
the funds we provided to bail AIG out,
which came to a total of $67.8 billion.
That would be enough to fund the
CFTC at the level requested in the
President’s budget for over 200 years.

The Commission needs a reauthoriza-
tion, but it certainly doesn’t need one
saddled with changes that will ham-
string its internal operations, prolong
its rulemakings through an inflexible
cost-benefit analysis requirement that
opens it up to litigation risk, and force
it to allow a race to the bottom on
international rules governing a global
market.

I ask my colleagues to join me in op-
posing the rule and the underlying leg-
islation, and I reserve the balance of
my time.
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Mr. NEWHOUSE. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

I would just like to make one com-
ment in response to those of my col-
league from Massachusetts in consid-
ering the underfunding of CFTC.

In the last 5 years, through the re-
ductions of Federal spending and the
efforts that have been going on, I think
anyone would be hard-pressed to find
another agency that has received an al-
most 50 percent increase in its budget
over that period of time.

I will just point out that, certainly,
they have received a lot of new respon-
sibilities under Dodd-Frank, but also a
large increase in their available re-
sources.

Mr. Speaker, I yield 3 minutes to the
gentleman from Texas (Mr. CONAWAY),
the chairman of the House Agriculture
Committee.

Mr. CONAWAY. Mr. Speaker, I rise in
support of the rule to provide for the
consideration of H.R. 2289, the Com-
modity End-User Relief Act.

I want to start by thanking Chair-
man SESSIONS and the entire Rules
Committee for their time and work in
preparing this rule. Yesterday’s hear-
ing was spirited but fair, and they have
produced a rule that reflects the tre-
mendous work the Agriculture Com-
mittee has put in on this issue.

Over the past few years, the Agri-
culture Committee has heard from doz-
ens of witnesses at over 10 hearings.
These witnesses, many of whom are
market participants struggling to com-
ply with the needlessly burdensome
rules and ambiguous portions of the
underlying statute, have been con-
sistent in their call to action. To ad-
dress their concerns, H.R. 2289 makes
targeted reforms that fall into three
broad categories: customer protections,
Commission reforms, and end-user re-
lief.

Title I of the bill protects customers
and the margin funds they deposit at
their FCMs by codifying critical
changes made in the wake of the col-
lapses and bankruptcies of MF Global
and Peregrine Financial.

Title IT makes meaningful reforms to
the operations of the Commission to
improve the agency’s deliberative proc-
ess. In doing so, it also requires the
Commission to conduct more robust
cost-benefit analyses to help get future
rulemakings right the first time and to
avoid the endless cycle of reproposing
and delaying unworkable rules.

0O 1245

While the CFTC is already required
to consider costs and benefits of the
rules it proposes, this rule attempts to
legitimize that practice, a practice
that has been called into question. The
current practice has been called into
question by the Commission’s own in-
spector general, who reported the agen-
cy seemed to view the process as more
of a legal one than an economic one.

Finally, title III of the bill fixes real
problems faced by end users who rely
on derivatives markets to manage
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their risks. When it is more costly for
those who need these markets to use
them, it discourages the exact kind of
prudent risk management activities
Congress intended to protect with the
end user exemption in Dodd-Frank.

Accordingly, the bill provides relief
to agricultural and commercial market
participants struggling to comply with
overreaching and costly recordkeeping
requirements and allows utility compa-
nies to continue using contracts that
allow for a change in the volume of the
commodity delivered without the
worry of needlessly complying with the
swaps regulations.

H.R. 2289 will preserve end users’
ability to hedge against anticipated
business risk by providing a more
workable definition of bona fide hedg-
ing. The bill also addresses serious con-
cerns regarding the lack of harmony
and clarity in global derivatives regu-
lation by requiring the CFTC to pub-
lish a rule addressing how the U.S.
swaps requirements apply to trans-
actions occurring outside the United
States and with non-U.S. persons.

To be clear, H.R. 2289 makes these
meaningful improvements for market
participants without undermining the
basic goals of title VII of Dodd-Frank,
the Holy Grail, to bring clearing, re-
porting, and electronic execution re-
quirements to swaps transactions.

In closing, I would like to thank the
members of the Committee on Agri-
culture who have worked hard, includ-
ing Mr. NEWHOUSE, to advance this im-
portant legislation. I am especially ap-
preciative of Mr. LUCAS, who worked
on reauthorization last year, which
was our starting point for this year, as
well as some of our newest members. I
also owe particular thanks to Mr. AUS-
TIN SCOTT and Mr. DAVID SCOTT, the
chairman and ranking member of the
subcommittee, respectively, that over-
sees the CFTC. Both of these gentle-
men have joined me as original spon-
sors and have held a series of hearings
on reauthorization.

The SPEAKER pro tempore.
time of the gentleman has expired.

Mr. NEWHOUSE. I yield an addi-
tional 30 seconds to the gentleman, Mr.
Speaker.

Mr. CONAWAY. They did out-
standing work helming a new sub-
committee focused on these issues, and
I look forward to their diligent over-
sight work throughout the rest of the
Congress.

Similar to the CFTC reauthorization
bill passed by the House with over-
whelming bipartisan support last year,
the Commodity End-User Relief Act is
comprised of narrowly targeted
changes to the Commodity Exchange
Act. The committee has again put to-
gether a bill that earned the bipartisan
support of our members because we
brought the right relief to the right
people.

With that, Mr. Speaker, I urge the
adoption of the rule and support for the
underlying act.

Mr. MCGOVERN. I yield myself such
time as I may consume.

The
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Mr. Speaker, I just want to point out
to my colleague from Washington
State with regard to the funding of the
CFTC that the agency has never re-
ceived the funding that it has re-
quested, and that is just a fact. Here we
are imposing new requirements, new
mandates. CBO, as I mentioned in my
opening, estimates that the CFTC will
need an additional 30 personnel annu-
ally to handle the increased workload
imposed by the new cost-benefit anal-
ysis requirements of the mandated
cross-border rule contained in the pro-
visions in this bill, and so we are ask-
ing an agency that has never been
properly funded to even do more and
not provide it with the proper funding.
I don’t think that is a smart way to
move forward when it comes to an
issue so important.

I also want to point out to my col-
leagues that they should have received
a letter from the Consumer Federation
of America strongly opposing this bill.
Let me just read you the first para-
graph. It says:

We are writing on behalf of the Consumer
Federation of America to ask you to oppose
H.R. 2289, which the House is expected to
vote on this month. This legislation would
hamstring the Commodity Futures Trading
Commission from effectively overseeing and
regulating commodities and derivatives mar-
kets, leaving consumers exposed to fraud,
manipulation, and abusive practices, and
putting the safety and stability of the U.S.
financial system at risk. The language in
this bill largely mirrors the language offered
in last year’s CFTC reauthorization bill,
which the Obama administration strongly
opposed because it undermined the efficient
functioning of the CFTC and offered no solu-
tion to address the persistent inadequacy of
the agency’s funding. We urge you to resist
this relentless attack on the CFTC by voting
against this misguided and harmful legisla-
tion.

I would tell my colleagues who are
observing this debate that each one of
them received a copy of this letter
from the Consumer Federation of
America strongly opposing this bill.

Mr. Speaker, I include the statement
for the RECORD.

CONSUMER FEDERATION OF AMERICA,
June 2, 2015.
Re Oppose H.R. 2289

DEAR REPRESENTATIVE: We are writing on
behalf of the Consumer Federation of Amer-
ica (CFA) to ask you to oppose ‘“‘The Com-
modity End User Relief Act” (H.R. 2289),
which the House is expected to vote on this
month. This legislation would hamstring the
Commodity Futures Trading Commission
(CFTC) from effectively overseeing and regu-
lating commodities and derivatives markets,
leaving consumers exposed to fraud, manipu-
lation, and abusive practices, and putting
the safety and stability of the U.S. financial
system at risk. The language in this bill
largely mirrors the language offered in last
year’s CFTC reauthorization bill, which the
Obama Administration strongly opposed be-
cause it undermined the efficient func-
tioning of the CFTC and offered no solution
to address the persistent inadequacy of the
agency’s funding. We urge you to resist this
relentless attack on the CFTC by voting
against this misguided and harmful legisla-
tion.

First, this bill would impose an assortment
of new, onerous cost-benefit analysis require-
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ments on the CFTC which are likely to delay
and obstruct agency action. Under the Com-
modity Exchange Act, the CFTC already has
a statutory mandate to evaluate the costs
and benefits of its actions in light of numer-
ous considerations, including the protection
of market participants and the public, effi-
ciency, competitiveness, financial integrity,
price discovery, and sound risk management
practices. This bill would add seven new con-
siderations for the CFTC to undertake. In-
cluded in the new economic analysis regime
is a requirement for the Commission to as-
sess available alternatives to direct regula-
tion and to determine whether, in choosing
among alternative regulatory approaches,
those alternatives to direct regulation maxi-
mize the net benefits. The practical effect is
a further tilting of the regulatory process in
favor of adopting an approach that best ben-
efits industry rather than the public.

Essentially, if this bill is adopted, the
CFTC will be required to undertake an in-
depth, burdensome economic analysis for
each regulation it proposes and compare its
proposal to every conceivable alternative.
Such a framework likely will create insur-
mountable barriers that cripple the agency
from putting forth rule proposals and final-
izing them in a timely manner so as to effec-
tively protect market participants and the
overall economy. In addition, the CFTC
would be required to evaluate the cost to the
Commission of implementing the proposed
action, including providing a methodology
for quantifying the costs. While this provi-
sion is clumsily worded, it appears that the
practical effect of requiring the CFTC to
consider costs to itself and its staff will be to
paradoxically add time and costs to the cost
side of the equation, thereby hindering rule-
making. It is also disturbing that this legis-
lation would require the CFTC to undertake
exhaustive cost-benefit analyses without
providing the agency with the necessary re-
sources to fulfill those obligations.

The new cost-benefit analysis require-
ments also are likely to result in increasing
opportunities to thwart CFTC regulations
through legal challenges. The practical ef-
fect of the new heightened requirements will
be that any time an industry participant ob-
jects to new rules, it will have several new
bases for a lawsuit, and it will seek to defeat
those rules by claiming that the agency did
not undertake a proper economic analysis by
considering, and then disposing of, all the
possible theoretical alternatives. It is rea-
sonable to believe that armed with such
strong ammunition, industry-supported law-
suits seeking to dismantle any new regula-
tions will be successful, a problem again
made worse by the agency’s lack of funding
to effectively defend against such suits.

This legislation also subverts the CFTC’s
authority to regulate foreign derivatives ac-
tivities that have a direct and significant ef-
fect on U.S. commerce. As our nation has
learned painfully and repeatedly from the
collapses of Long Term Capital Management,
AIG, and Lehman Bros., and from the
JPMorgan London Whale trading debacle,
even when derivatives contracts are booked
through a foreign subsidiary of a U.S. finan-
cial institution, the risks of those deriva-
tives often flow back to the United States,
threatening the U.S. economy and poten-
tially putting U.S. taxpayers on the hook for
any resulting losses. That is why Dodd-
Frank gave the CFTC broad authority to
regulate overseas derivatives when they put
our national economic interests in peril.

Pursuant to that cross-border framework,
the CFTC allows a foreign host country’s
regulations to substitute for U.S. regulations
only after the CFTC has made a finding that
the foreign host country’s regulations are
comparable to U.S. rules. However, this bill
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would create a presumption that each of the
eight foreign jurisdictions with the largest
swaps markets automatically have swaps
rules that are considered to be comparable to
and as comprehensive as U.S. swaps require-
ments. The bill makes this determination
despite the fact that the CFTC has found
only six jurisdictions to be comparable for
certain entity-level requirements, and has
declined to make comparability determina-
tions for transaction-level requirements for
jurisdictions other than the European Union
and Japan. Switching the presumption will
subjugate the CFTC’s authority and exper-
tise on the matter. Furthermore, combining
the reversed presumption and overwhelming
cost-benefit analysis requirements could
mean that the CFTC is effectively thwarted
from applying the appropriate regulatory
safeguards to certain foreign derivatives
transactions. As a result, the CFTC’s ability
to protect the U.S. economy from the dan-
gers resulting from foreign derivatives trans-
actions could be impaired.

Derivatives markets affect the U.S. econ-
omy in profound ways, and the risks that de-
rivatives pose to the U.S. economy are well-
known. The Dodd-Frank Act brought mean-
ingful reforms to increase transparency and
accountability in the derivatives markets
and provided the CFTC the necessary author-
ity to properly oversee and regulate the mar-
ket. However, this legislation would put
those reforms at risk and hamper the CFTC’s
ability to adequately protect consumers,
market participants, and the U.S. economy.
We cannot afford to suffer the grave con-
sequences of another derivatives-laced finan-
cial crisis, but this legislation makes it more
likely that we will. Accordingly, we urge you
to oppose H.R. 2289.

Sincerely,
MICAH HAUPTMAN,
Financial Services
Counsel.
BARBARA ROPER,
Director of Investor
Protection.

Mr. MCGOVERN. I yield 5 minutes to
the gentleman from Georgia (Mr.
DAVID ScoTT), the ranking member of
the Subcommittee on Commodity Ex-
changes, Energy, and Credit of the
Committee on Agriculture.

Mr. DAVID SCOTT of Georgia. Mr.
Speaker, first of all let me say that, as
the gentleman just mentioned, I do
serve as the ranking member of the ju-
risdictional committee on commodities
and futures and trading that the CFTC
comes under. I say that only to say
that I have been in the vineyards on
this issue and have been struggling
with it and working on it over many,
many years.

The whole derivatives and commod-
ities and futures markets have changed
dramatically. We have had a downfall
in our economy because of a lot of ac-
tivity that was wrong going on on Wall
Street and in our financial community,
out of which we are now emerging.

Mr. Speaker, what is urgent here is
the fact that we cannot delay any
longer. It is very important for people
to understand that no legislation is
perfect. I am the first one to say that.
This is a glass that looks to be half
empty or maybe half full. I look at it
as half full.

I look at it as an urgent, urgent
issue. We have got to get end-user re-
lief. That is the major component of
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this reauthorization for the CFTC be-
cause it is the end users—our manufac-
turers, our farmers, those who produce
the products, those who had nothing to
do with the downfall of Wall Street,
why should they be consistently held
to the same intrinsic regulations and
rules that our financial institutions
have? We have got to have those finan-
cial institutions under strong regula-
tion, but it is important that we move,
and it is important meat of this bill
that we give end-user relief.

Now, I share Mr. MCGOVERN’s con-
cerns about the financial situation, but
let me just assure everyone, this is a
reauthorization piece of legislation. It
is not a funding mechanism. That is in
the bosom, in the hands of the Com-
mittee on Appropriations; and nobody,
absolutely nobody, has been a stronger
champion, more consistent about get-
ting the CFTC the funding they need. I
bring it up all the time. I will still be
a champion, but this isn’t the bill in
which to address that.

The other point is this, Mr. Chair-
man, once we get the funding out of
the way. We talked about the cost-ben-
efit analysis in this. We worked on it.
This bill received bipartisan support in
the last session. Mr. MCGOVERN brings
up a very good point about possible
litigation. We address that by adding a
Democratic amendment by Ms.
DELBENE that addresses that issue to
make sure that there is no litigation.

As far as the cost-benefit analysis is
concerned, Mr. Speaker, it is important
that we put the same sort of cost-ben-
efit analysis into this agency that the
Obama administration has in every one
of their executive agencies. Further-
more, it is not a mandate; it is an as-
sessment. It is saying to assess the effi-
ciencies, make sure we do it, and it
does not put a requirement that any
decision on the cost-benefit analysis
outweighs one another as a require-
ment for them to make a decision.

Finally, Mr. Speaker, we must pass
this bill, and we need to do it quickly
because, in section 300 of this bill—I
think it is section 323—we address a
crucial issue. The European Union is
eating our lunch. All across the world,
we are losing our stature as the leading
financial industry and system in the
world. That affects every ounce of our
security. We are number one in the
world, and it is about time we stand up
and ensure that by making sure that
we address the European Union’s harsh
discrimination against our financial
institutions abroad. This is particu-
larly true when it comes to our clear-
inghouses, the standards that they are
using.

Now, Mr. Speaker, yes, we are deal-
ing with eight foreign countries, but
they must have similar regimes, what
we call equivalency. Now, why is that
important, Mr. Speaker?

The SPEAKER pro tempore.
time of the gentleman has expired.

Mr. MCGOVERN. I yield an addi-
tional 1 minute to the gentleman.

Mr. DAVID SCOTT of Georgia. It is
important because it is the CFTC that

The
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must determine if another nation, one
of the eight top foreign nations, has an
equivalency of a strong regulatory re-
gime as does the United States, then
certainly we can do business under
their regime, but as long as we don’t
pass this legislation, the CFTC doesn’t
have that.

Finally, on all the cross-border situa-
tions, we need a definition of what a
U.S. person is, and we need to give
some backbone to our CFTC Commis-
sion to say: Look, why should the
United States have to treat a foreign
entity in a manner and with the re-
spect that that foreign nation does not
treat our industry?

Mr. Speaker, this country, the
United States, is losing a tremendous
amount of our prestige and our leader-
ship on the world stage, and nowhere is
that being pronounced more than in
our financial system because for 3
years we have had this laid on the
table. I urge a positive vote for this
rule.

I thank the gentleman from Massa-
chusetts for yielding me the time.

Mr. NEWHOUSE. Mr. Speaker, I
would just like to thank the gentleman
from Georgia for his many years of
hard work on this very complicated
issue. As you can see, he understands it
well and understands the importance of
passing this reauthorization legisla-
tion. I just want to thank him for his
comments and hard work.

I yield 3 minutes to the gentleman
from Oklahoma (Mr. LUCAS), the es-
teemed former chairman of the Com-
mittee on Agriculture.

Mr. LUCAS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
in support of the underlying bill, H.R.
2289, the Commodity End-User Relief
Act. This bipartisan bill is the result of
a series of hearings in which the Com-
mittee on Agriculture heard from
stakeholders that do business with the
CFTC as well as every CFTC Commis-
sioner.

As chairman of the committee last
year, I began the process of CFTC reau-
thorization, which resulted in the
House-passed bipartisan bill, and I laud
our committee chairman, Mr. CON-
AWAY, for his efforts in tackling the
same subject and coming to the full
House with another bipartisan CFTC
reauthorization that passed the com-
mittee by a voice vote.

A chief selling point of this bill is its
commitment to good governance re-
forms at the CFTC to increase trans-
parency and efficiency. First, the bill
closely follows an executive order by
President Obama to improve the cost-
benefit analysis performed by the Com-
mission prior to promulgating rules. In
addition, the bill would improve this
oversight of Commissioners over ac-
tivities which are outside the normal
rulemaking process that still impact
many futures market participants.
Many of these activities, such as policy
statements, guidance, and interpreta-
tion rules released by CFTC, would also
be subject to public comment under the
provisions of the bill when they have
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the force of law. Furthermore, H.R.
2289 establishes an office of the chief
economist at the CFTC to provide ob-
jective economic data and analysis.

The committee also heard from end
users during this process and included
several provisions to provide relief to
those end users, such as a more work-
able definition of bona fide hedging and
relief from burdensome recordkeeping
rules for many businesses.

The CFTC has gone unauthorized
since 2013, and it is time many CFTC
activities were reformed by Congress.
This rule will make possible the under-
lying bill that will improve the CFTC
in many important ways. I urge all of
my colleagues to support it.
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Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

I just want to be clear on one thing.
Yes, this is an authorization bill. It is
not an appropriations bill. But the
issue of funding for the CFTC is rel-
evant in the discussion of this author-
ization bill because we are essentially
proposing that we give additional re-
sponsibilities or require additional ac-
tions from the CFTC with no guarantee
that we are going to provide the re-
sources for them to do their job. We
haven’t provided them the adequate re-
sources to do what they have been ex-
pected to do from the very beginning.

I also want to say that most end user
relief in this bill is not objectionable,
but the CFTC is already addressing
them through rulemaking. A Dbetter
way to address these concerns than in
statute would be more flexibility for
them to do rulemaking, which can be
adjusted.

In addition to end user provisions,
this bill also contains all the problems
that we have already identified with
regard to cost benefit and cross border.
So there are some significant issues
here.

The DelBene amendment was men-
tioned earlier. I want to make it clear
that that does not prevent litigation.
It just restates the standard of review
from the Administrative Procedure Act
abuse of discretion.

I will also point out to my colleagues
that the cost-benefit analysis is man-
dated by section 202.

So, again, I would feel better about
all of this if we addressed the funding
shortfall in the CFTC. We are not doing
that. And I don’t expect that this ma-
jority is going to work with us on that.

I also will insert in the RECORD, Mr.
Speaker, a letter that was sent to all
Members of the House from Americans
for Financial Reform strongly opposing
H.R. 2289. Let me just read the opening
paragraph:

“On behalf of Americans for Finan-
cial Reform, we are writing to express
our opposition to H.R. 2289. . . . This
legislation would have a severe nega-
tive impact on the Commodity Futures
Trading Commission and its ability to
police commodity and derivatives mar-
kets. The new restrictions it places on
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the CFTC would require additional
years of bureaucratic red tape prior to
agency action, would enable numerous
industry lawsuits against the agency,
and would create inappropriate statu-
tory restrictions on the agency’s abil-
ity to properly oversee markets crucial
to the financial system.”’

AMERICANS FOR FINANCIAL REFORM,
Washington, DC, June 3, 2015.

DEAR REPRESENTATIVE: On behalf of Ameri-
cans for Financial Reform, we are writing to
express our opposition to HR 2289, ‘“The Com-
modity End User Relief Act.” This legisla-
tion would have a severe negative impact on
the Commodity Futures Trading Commission
(CFTC) and its ability to police commodity
and derivatives markets. The new restric-
tions it places on the CFTC would require
additional years of bureaucratic red tape
prior to agency action, would enable numer-
ous industry lawsuits against the agency,
and would create inappropriate statutory re-
strictions on the agency’s ability to properly
oversee markets crucial to the financial sys-
tem.

At the same time, this legislation includes
no provisions that address the CFTC’s most
fundamental problem—the lack of resources
to accomplish its mission. Due to the agen-
cy’s massive new responsibilities under the
Dodd-Frank Act for hundreds of trillions of
dollars in previously unregulated derivatives
markets, as well as the growth of traditional
commodity markets, the size of CFTC-regu-
lated markets has increased roughly 15-fold
over the last decade. But the agency’s fund-
ing lags far behind. As CFTC chair Tim
Massad recently stated:

“The CFTC does not have the resources to
fulfill our new responsibilities as well as all
the responsibilities it had—and still has—
prior to the passage of Dodd Frank in a way
that most Americans would expect. Our
staff, for example, is no larger than it was
when Dodd-Frank was enacted in 2010. . . .
Simply stated, without additional resources,
our markets cannot be as well supervised;
participants and their customers cannot be
as well protected; market transparency and
efficiency cannot be as fully achieved.”

While the CFTC’s funding is appropriated,
the agency authorization process is an ap-
propriate mechanism for introducing mecha-
nisms that would supplement appropriations
with some form of agency self-funding. Such
self-funding mechanisms are used by all
other financial regulatory agencies and have
been endorsed for the CFTC by every admin-
istration going back to the Reagan Adminis-
tration, including the Bush and Obama Ad-
ministrations.

Instead of addressing the pressing problem
of funding, HR 2289 would instead load down
the CFTC with additional mandates that
would drain resources and act as a roadblock
to necessary oversight and enforcement. Sec-
tion 202 of HR 2289 would more than double
the number of cost benefit analyses the
agency must perform prior to taking any ac-
tion. The CFTC already has a statutory re-
quirement to consider the costs and benefits
of its actions, and to evaluate these costs
and benefits as applied to a number of sig-
nificant considerations, including market ef-
ficiency, price discovery, and protection of
the public.

However, Section 202 would massively ex-
pand this requirement. The section would
enormously expand the number of different
factors the CFTC must evaluate in any rule-
making, order, or guidance. It would also
change the standard of evaluation from con-
sideration of costs and benefits to a much
more extensive and burdensome ‘‘reasoned
determination” of costs and benefits. The
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section includes a particularly sweeping
mandate that would require the agency to
assess whether an action ‘“‘maximizes net
benefits’’ compared to all possible regulatory
alternatives. This requirement alone, which
seems to require comparison of any actual
regulation to a potentially vast number of
theoretical alternatives, could be read to re-
quire dozens of additional agency analyses.

Some of this language does replicate cost-
benefit instructions from the Office of Man-
agement and Budget that already applies to
agencies within the executive branch, al-
though not to independent financial regu-
latory agencies like the CFTC. However, a
crucial difference is that HR 2289 would add
this language in statute, meaning that each
and every additional instruction regarding
cost-benefit analysis could become grounds
for a Wall Street lawsuit against a CFTC
rule. These extensive new cost-benefit re-
quirements amount to a playbook for indus-
try interests to tie up regulations in endless
litigation, delays, and red tape. With critical
rulemakings such as position limits to con-
trol commodity price manipulation still in-
complete almost five years after they were
passed, the addition of major new barriers to
action would be dramatic movement in the
wrong direction.

Section 314 of the legislation would also
greatly weaken the authority of the CFTC to
properly regulate derivatives transactions
booked in foreign subsidiaries of U.S. banks,
even when such transactions have a direct
and significant connection to the U.S. econ-
omy. We need only look at the example of
J.P. Morgan’s ‘“‘London Whale’’ transactions,
or the London derivatives transactions of
AIG Financial Products which resulted in
the largest bailout in U.S. history, to see
that derivatives transactions conducted
through nominally overseas entities can
have a profound impact on the U.S. econ-
omy. Over half of Wall Street derivatives
transactions are currently booked in nomi-
nally foreign subsidiaries, and even more
could be transacted in this way if there was
an incentive to do so to avoid regulation.

Section 314 would force the CFTC to per-
form burdensome ‘‘determinations’ in order
to regulate foreign subsidiary transactions.
Its discretion in performing these assess-
ments would be limited in numerous ways by
the legislation. To take just one example,
the agency would be banned from consid-
ering the actual physical location of per-
sonnel doing swaps trading in determining
whether a transaction was conducted inside
the United States for the purposes of apply-
ing U.S. law. It defies common sense to im-
pose such extraordinary restrictions on the
discretion of a regulatory agency charged
with oversight of the multi-trillion dollar
derivatives market.

HR 2289 also includes many additional
changes. Some of them, such as amendments
to indemnification requirements for swaps
data repositories, are reasonable. However,
others create significant statutory loopholes
that could permit evasion of derivatives reg-
ulations by large banks. For example, Sec-
tion 301 of the legislation permits large fi-
nancial institutions affiliated with commer-
cial entities to take advantage of exemp-
tions from key Dodd-Frank risk controls
that were intended to apply only to commer-
cial end wusers. The nonpartisan Congres-
sional Research Service has stated that the
language included in Section 301 ‘‘could po-
tentially allow large banks to trade swaps
with other large banks and not be subject to
the clearing or exchange trading require-
ments as long as one of the banks had a non-
financial affiliate.”

Some of the other problematic parts of the
bill expand the definition of ‘‘commercial
end user’” to include financial entities (Sec-
tion 306), create sweeping exemptions from
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CFTC oversight for broad classes of complex
financial instruments (Section 309), weaken
Commission authority to require swap deal-
ers to raise equity capital to back up their
trades (Section 311), permit marketing of
complex institutional commodity pools to
retail investors (Section 312), and weaken
limits on commodity market speculation
(Section 313). All of these sections appear
significantly overbroad and could enable
evasion of appropriate regulatory oversight.

In general, the ‘“‘end user’ changes in this
bill fail to recognize the very substantial ad-
ministrative exemptions provided to end
users by the CFTC. The CFTC has already
exempted end users from numerous Dodd-
Frank regulations in areas targeted by this
bill. By acting through administrative proc-
esses the agency has maintained appropriate
safeguards as well as the ability to act if
market participants use exemptions to evade
important risk controls. In contrast, many
of the provisions in HR 2289 would provide
sweeping statutory exemptions that lack ap-
propriate controls on risk and could easily
become dangerous loopholes.

But even before considering these issues,
the major new restrictions on the agency
created by the cost-benefit and cross-border
provisions of this bill create overwhelming
reasons to reject this legislation as currently
written. So long as those provisions are a
part of this legislation, supporting appro-
priate derivatives regulation requires oppos-
ing this bill.

We urge you to vote against HR 2289 and
preserve the CFTC’s capacity to properly
regulate crucial futures and derivatives mar-
kets. For more information please contact
AFR’s Policy Director, Marcus Stanley at
marcus@ourfinancialsecurity.org.

Sincerely,
AMERICANS FOR FINANCIAL REFORM.

Mr. MCGOVERN. Again, I would urge
all my colleagues to look in their mail
for the letter from the Americans for
Financial Reform strongly opposed to
this, and I reserve the balance of my
time.

Mr. NEWHOUSE. Mr. Speaker, I yield
3 minutes to the good gentleman from
Georgia (Mr. AUSTIN SCOTT).

Mr. AUSTIN SCOTT of Georgia. Mr.
Speaker, I rise today in support of this
resolution and the underlying legisla-
tion, H.R. 2289, the Commodity End-
User Relief Act.

As chairman of the Agriculture Sub-
committee on Commodity Exchanges,
Energy, and Credit, I want to thank
our chairman, Mr. CONAWAY, for his
strong leadership and for making this
reauthorization process a productive
one through the full Ag Committee.

I also want to thank my colleague
from Georgia and the ranking member
of the Commodity Exchanges, Energy,
and Credit Subcommittee, Mr. DAVID
ScoTT. He has been a tremendous part-
ner throughout this effort, and we cer-
tainly continue to work well together.
I thank him for that.

Derivatives markets exist to meet
the risk management needs of farmers,
ranchers, utilities, manufacturers, and
other end users. To be clear, these
hedging activities directly benefit the
American citizen by helping to keep
consumer costs low and reducing the
risk of manufacturing in the United
States.

The ability of producers and end
users to use the derivatives markets to
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hedge risk has a direct impact on the
cost of living in my district, Georgia’s
Eighth Congressional District, and
every other district around the coun-
try. It is essential that we have strong
markets that our farmers, ranchers,
and end users can utilize to meet their
needs effectively.

Earlier this year, our subcommittee
held three very productive hearings
that built upon the work done in the
past two Congresses on this reauthor-
ization effort. In many hours of testi-
mony we heard diverse perspectives
from end users, market participants,
and regulators that were instrumental
in drafting this legislation. Their testi-
mony included outlooks on the unin-
tentional impacts that the market re-
forms enacted following the 2008 finan-
cial crisis were having on the end user
community.

Despite congressional attempts to ex-
empt end users from some of the more
costly and cumbersome mandates, end
users continue to face unnecessary reg-
ulatory burdens and uncertainty. With
this legislation we have the oppor-
tunity to erase that.

H.R. 2289, the Commodity End-User
Relief Act, seeks to clarify congres-
sional intent, minimize regulatory bur-
dens, and most importantly, preserve
the ability for those necessary risk
management markets to serve those
who need them.

I believe we have met these objec-
tives of ensuring that our regulatory
framework protects the integrity of
our markets while not limiting the
ability of end users to access these
tools to conduct their business.

I am proud to support both this reso-
lution and the underlying legislation,
Mr. Speaker, and I urge my colleagues
to join me in so doing.

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

In closing, I want to call to the at-
tention of my colleagues the State-
ment of Administration Policy on H.R.
2289 and just read a little bit of it so
that my colleagues understand how
strongly the administration is opposed
to this:

“The administration strongly op-
poses the passage of H.R. 2289 because
it undermines the efficient functioning
of the Commodity Futures Trading
Commission . . . by imposing a number
of organizational and procedural
changes that would undercut efforts
taken by the CFTC over the last year
to address end user concerns.

“H.R. 2289 also offers no solution to
address the persistent inadequacy of
the agency’s funding. The CFTC is one
of only two Federal financial regu-
lators funded through annual discre-
tionary appropriations, and the fund-
ing that Congress has provided for it
over the past 5 years has failed to keep
pace with the increasing complexity of
the Nation’s financial markets.

“The changes proposed in H.R. 2289
would hinder the ability of the CFTC
to operate effectively, thereby threat-
ening the financial security of the mid-
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dle class by encouraging the same Kind
of risky, irresponsible behavior that
led to the great recession.”

The statement concludes, Mr. Speak-
er:

“If the President were presented with
H.R. 2289, his senior advisers would rec-
ommend that he veto the bill.”

STATEMENT OF ADMINISTRATION POLICY

H.R. 2289—COMMODITY END-USER RELIEF ACT

(Rep. Conaway, R-TX, June 2, 2015)

The Administration is firmly committed
to strengthening the Nation’s financial sys-
tem through the implementation of key re-
forms to safeguard derivatives markets and
ensure a stronger and fairer financial system
for investors and consumers. The full benefit
to the Nation’s citizens and the economy
cannot be realized wunless the entities
charged with establishing and enforcing the
rules of the road have the resources to do so.

The Administration strongly opposes the
passage of H.R. 2289 because it undermines
the efficient functioning of the Commodity
Futures Trading Commission (CFTC) by im-
posing a number of organizational and proce-
dural changes and would undercut efforts
taken by the CFTC over the last year to ad-
dress end-user concerns. H.R. 2289 also offers
no solution to address the persistent inad-
equacy of the agency’s funding. The CFTC is
one of only two Federal financial regulators
funded through annual discretionary appro-
priations, and the funding the Congress has
provided for it over the past five years has
failed to keep pace with the increasing com-
plexity of the Nation’s financial markets.
The changes proposed in H.R. 2289 would
hinder the ability of the CFTC to operate ef-
fectively, thereby threatening the financial
security of the middle class by encouraging
the same kind of risky, irresponsible behav-
ior that led to the great recession.

Prior to enactment of the Dodd-Frank
Wall Street Reform and Consumer Protec-
tion Act, the derivatives markets were large-
ly unregulated. Losses connected to deriva-
tives rippled through that hidden network,
playing a central role in the financial crisis.
Wall Street Reform resulted in significant
expansion of the CFTC’s responsibilities, es-
tablishing a framework for standardized
over-the-counter derivatives to be traded on
regulated platforms and centrally cleared,
and for data to be reported to repositories to
increase transparency and price discovery.
The changes proposed in H.R. 2289 would
hinder the CFTC’s progress in successfully
implementing these critical responsibilities
and would unnecessarily disrupt the effective
management and operation of the agency
without providing the more robust and reli-
able funding that the agency needs.

In order to respond quickly to market
events and market participants, the CFTC
needs funding commensurate with its evolv-
ing oversight framework. The Administra-
tion looks forward to working with the Con-
gress to authorize fee funding for the CFTC
as proposed in the FY 2016 Budget request, a
shift that would directly reduce the deficit.
User fees were first proposed in the Presi-
dent’s Budget by the Reagan Administration
more than 30 years ago and have been sup-
ported by every Democratic and Republican
Administration since that time. Fee funding
would shift CFTC costs from the general tax-
payer to the primary beneficiaries of the
CFTC’s oversight in a manner that main-
tains the efficiency, competitiveness, and fi-
nancial integrity of the Nation’s futures, op-
tions, and swaps markets, and supports mar-
ket access for smaller market participants
hedging or mitigating commercial or agri-
cultural risk.

If the President were presented with H.R.
2289, his senior advisors would recommend
that he veto the bill.
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Mr. MCGOVERN. I think that basi-
cally says it all.

While I respect the intentions of my
colleagues who drafted this bill, I think
it is a deeply flawed bill, and it creates
hurdles for the CFTC that will not be
fully funded and will cause all kinds of
problems.

I think we ought to make sure that
the CFTC can do its job. I don’t want a
repeat of the financial crisis that re-
sulted in the Great Recession. And I
think the American people don’t want
a repeat of that.

I get very worried when I see this
Congress chipping away at Dodd-Frank
and the provisions in Dodd-Frank that
get us back to what got us into this
mess to begin with. I think we can do
a lot better.

I urge my colleagues to vote ‘“‘no’” on
the rule and vote ‘“‘no’” on the under-
lying bill.

With that, I yield back the balance of
my time.

Mr. NEWHOUSE. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself the balance of my time.

Let me just say I appreciate the good
discussion here today over the past
hour. People on both side of the aisles
have made very good comments, very
good points.

As it relates to the last comment
from Mr. MCGOVERN that talked about
chipping away at Dodd-Frank, every-
thing we’re doing around here is fine-
tuning and improving what has been
passed in Congresses—legislation, laws
on the books that need improvement—
and I see that as what we are doing
here today.

So I appreciate very much the com-
ments. And although we may have
some differences, I believe that this
rule and the underlying bill are very
strong measures that are important to
the future of our country.

This rule provides for ample debate
on the floor, the opportunity to debate
and vote on the bill and numerous
amendments, which I would note are
divided evenly between Democratic and
Republican Members of this Chamber.
It reflects the balanced deliberation
that this rule will provide. This rule
will provide for a smooth and delibera-
tive process for sending this bill over
to the Senate for their consideration.

H.R. 2289 is a solid and substantial
measure that will address several crit-
ical issues that the CFTC and end users
are facing.

Mr. Speaker, no one wants to see the
complete deregulation of our financial
services industry and our commodities
and derivative markets. And I appre-
ciate the comments from the gen-
tleman from Massachusetts. However,
it is critical that the regulations put in
place are appropriate for our economy
and as well for the users.

These rules have to provide safe-
guards and prevent systemic risk but
cannot catch our entire economy in a
one-size-fits-all regulation.

As we have discussed here today, the
current rules place enormous paper-
work and financial burdens on small

businesses. And that cannot go
unstated. Our small businesses, ranch-
ers, utilities, and manufacturers all
face these financial burdens. They take
these small, risk-averse entities and
place them under the same regulatory
scheme as large financial institutions
and hedge funds. H.R. 2289 will differen-
tiate and exempt the end users who are
not a cause of systemic risk and should
not have been lumped into these rules
in the first place.

The underlying bill would also make
much-needed reforms in the CFTC to
strengthen their rulemaking process
and add commonsense consumer pro-
tections.

Overall, this is a strong rule that
provides for consideration of this im-
portant legislation. I urge my col-
leagues to support House Resolution
288 and the underlying bill.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time, and I move the previous
question on the resolution.

The previous question was ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
LOUDERMILK). The question is on the
resolution.

The question was taken; and the
Speaker pro tempore announced that
the ayes appeared to have it.

Mr. McGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, on
that I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 243, nays
182, not voting 7, as follows:

[Roll No. 274]

YEAS—243
Abraham Davis, Rodney Hill
Aderholt Denham Holding
Allen Dent Hudson
Amash DeSantis Huelskamp
Amodei DesJarlais Huizenga (MI)
Babin Diaz-Balart Hultgren
Barletta Dold Hunter
Barr Donovan Hurd (TX)
Barton Duffy Hurt (VA)
Benishek Duncan (SC) Issa
Bilirakis Duncan (TN) Jenkins (KS)

Bishop (MI) Ellmers (NC) Jenkins (WV)

Bishop (UT) Emmer (MN) Johnson (OH)
Black Farenthold Johnson, Sam
Blackburn Fincher Jolly

Blum Fitzpatrick Jones

Bost Fleischmann Jordan
Boustany Fleming Joyce

Brady (TX) Flores Katko

Brat Fortenberry Kelly (PA)
Bridenstine Foxx King (IA)
Brooks (AL) Franks (AZ) King (NY)
Brooks (IN) Frelinghuysen Kinzinger (IL)
Buchanan Garrett Kline

Buck Gibbs Knight
Bucshon Gibson Labrador
Burgess Gohmert LaMalfa
Byrne Goodlatte Lamborn
Calvert Gosar Lance

Carter (GA) Gowdy Latta

Carter (TX) Granger LoBiondo
Chabot Graves (GA) Long
Chaffetz Graves (LA) Loudermilk
Clawson (FL) Graves (MO) Love
Coffman Griffith Lucas

Cole Grothman Luetkemeyer
Collins (GA) Guinta Lummis
Collins (NY) Guthrie MacArthur
Comstock Hanna Marchant
Conaway Hardy Marino

Cook Harper Massie
Costello (PA) Harris McCarthy
Cramer Hartzler McCaul
Crawford Heck (NV) McClintock
Crenshaw Hensarling McHenry
Culberson Herrera Beutler McKinley
Curbelo (FL) Hice, Jody B. McSally
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Meadows
Meehan
Messer
Mica
Miller (FL)
Miller (MI)
Moolenaar
Mooney (WV)
Mullin
Mulvaney
Murphy (PA)
Neugebauer
Newhouse
Noem
Nugent
Nunes
Olson
Palazzo
Palmer
Paulsen
Pearce
Perry
Pittenger
Pitts

Poe (TX)
Poliquin
Pompeo
Posey
Price, Tom
Ratcliffe
Reed
Reichert
Renacci
Ribble

Aguilar
Ashford
Bass
Beatty
Becerra
Bera
Beyer
Bishop (GA)
Blumenauer
Bonamici
Brady (PA)
Brown (FL)
Brownley (CA)
Bustos
Butterfield
Capps
Capuano
Cardenas
Carney
Carson (IN)
Cartwright
Castor (FL)
Castro (TX)
Chu, Judy
Cicilline
Clark (MA)
Clarke (NY)
Clay
Cleaver
Clyburn
Cohen
Connolly
Conyers
Cooper
Costa
Courtney
Crowley
Cuellar
Cummings
Davis (CA)
Davis, Danny
DeFazio
DeGette
Delaney
DeLauro
DelBene
DeSaulnier
Deutch
Dingell
Doggett
Doyle, Michael
F

Duckworth
Edwards
Ellison
Engel
Eshoo

Esty

Farr
Fattah
Foster
Frankel (FL)
Fudge
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Rice (SC)
Rigell

Roby
Rogers (AL)
Rogers (KY)
Rohrabacher
Rokita
Rooney (FL)
Ros-Lehtinen
Roskam
Ross
Rothfus
Rouzer
Royce
Russell
Ryan (WI)
Salmon
Sanford
Scalise
Schweikert
Scott, Austin
Scott, David
Sensenbrenner
Sessions
Shimkus
Shuster
Simpson
Sinema
Smith (MO)
Smith (NE)
Smith (NJ)
Smith (TX)
Stefanik
Stewart

NAYS—182

Gabbard
Gallego
Garamendi
Graham
Grayson
Green, Al
Green, Gene
Grijalva
Gutiérrez
Hahn
Hastings
Heck (WA)
Higgins
Himes
Hinojosa
Honda
Hoyer
Huffman
Israel
Jeffries
Johnson (GA)
Johnson, E. B.
Keating
Kelly (IL)
Kennedy
Kildee
Kilmer
Kind
Kirkpatrick
Kuster
Langevin
Larsen (WA)
Larson (CT)
Lawrence
Lee
Levin
Lewis
Lieu, Ted
Lipinski
Loebsack
Lofgren
Lowenthal
Lowey
Lujan Grisham
(NM)
Lujan, Ben Ray
(NM)
Lynch
Maloney,
Carolyn
Maloney, Sean
Matsui
McCollum
McDermott
McGovern
McNerney
Meeks
Meng
Moore
Moulton
Murphy (FL)
Nadler
Napolitano

Stivers
Stutzman
Thompson (PA)
Thornberry
Tiberi
Tipton

Trott
Turner
Upton
Valadao
Wagner
Walberg
Walden
Walker
Walorski
Walters, Mimi
Weber (TX)
Webster (FL)
Wenstrup
Westerman
Westmoreland
Whitfield
Williams
Wilson (SC)
Wittman
Womack
Woodall
Yoder

Yoho

Young (AK)
Young (IA)
Young (IN)
Zeldin

Zinke

Neal

Nolan
Norcross
O’Rourke
Pallone
Pascrell
Payne

Pelosi
Perlmutter
Peters
Peterson
Pingree
Pocan

Polis

Price (NC)
Quigley
Rangel

Rice (NY)
Richmond
Roybal-Allard
Ruiz
Ruppersberger
Rush

Ryan (OH)
Sanchez, Linda

Sanchez, Loretta

Sarbanes

Schakowsky

Schiff

Schrader

Scott (VA)

Serrano

Sewell (AL)

Sherman

Sires

Slaughter

Smith (WA)

Speier

Swalwell (CA)

Takai

Takano

Thompson (CA)

Thompson (MS)

Titus

Tonko

Torres

Tsongas

Van Hollen

Vargas

Veasey

Vela

Velazquez

Visclosky

Walz

Wasserman
Schultz

Waters, Maxine

Watson Coleman

Welch

Wilson (FL)

Yarmuth
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NOT VOTING—7

Adams Forbes McMorris
Boyle, Brendan Jackson Lee Rodgers
F. Kaptur Roe (TN)
J 1340
Messrs. FARENTHOLD, HANNA,

McCLINTOCK, and WEBSTER of Flor-
ida changed their vote from ‘‘nay’ to
uyea.n

So the resolution was agreed to.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

COMMERCE, JUSTICE, SCIENCE,
AND RELATED AGENCIES APPRO-
PRIATIONS ACT, 2016

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
FLEISCHMANN). Pursuant to House Res-
olution 287 and rule XVIII, the Chair
declares the House in the Committee of
the Whole House on the state of the
Union for the further consideration of
the bill, H.R. 2578.

Will the gentleman from Georgia

(Mr. LOUDERMILK) Kkindly take the
chair.
0 1342
IN THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE
Accordingly, the House resolved

itself into the Committee of the Whole
House on the state of the Union for the
further consideration of the bill (H.R.
2578) making appropriations for the De-
partments of Commerce and Justice,
Science, and Related Agencies for the
fiscal year ending September 30, 2016,

and for other purposes, with Mr.
LOUDERMILK (Acting Chair) in the
chair.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The Acting CHAIR. When the Com-
mittee of the Whole rose earlier today,
the amendment offered by the gen-
tleman from Georgia (Mr. AUSTIN
ScoTT) had been disposed of, and the
bill had been read through page 98, line
20.

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE ACTING CHAIR

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to
clause 6 of rule XVIII, proceedings will
now resume on those amendments on
which further proceedings were post-
poned, in the following order:

Amendment by Mr. PITTENGER of
North Carolina.

Amendment by Mr. NADLER of New
York.

Amendment by Mr. FARR of Cali-
fornia.

Amendment No. 1 by Mrs. BLACKBURN
of Tennessee.

Amendment by Mr. FOSTER of Illi-
nois.

Amendment No. 9 by Ms. BONAMICI of
Oregon.

Amendment by Mr. ELLISON of Min-
nesota.

Amendment by Mr. GRAYSON of Flor-
ida.

Amendment by Mr. ROHRABACHER of
California.

Amendment by Mr. GRAYSON of Flor-
ida.

Amendment by Mr. McCLINTOCK of
California.

Amendment by Mr. PERRY of Penn-
sylvania.

Amendment by Mr. GARRETT of New
Jersey.

The Chair will reduce to 2 minutes
the time for any electronic vote in this
series.

AMENDMENT OFFERED BY MR. PITTENGER

The Acting CHAIR. The unfinished
business is the demand for a recorded
vote on the amendment offered by the
gentleman from North Carolina (Mr.
PITTENGER) on which further pro-
ceedings were postponed and on which
the ayes prevailed by voice vote.

The Clerk will redesignate
amendment.

The Clerk redesignated the amend-
ment.

the

RECORDED VOTE

The Acting CHAIR. A recorded vote
has been demanded.

A recorded vote was ordered.

The Acting CHAIR. This will be a 2-
minute vote.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—ayes 163, noes 263,
not voting 6, as follows:

[Roll No. 275]

AYES—163

Allen Grothman Pearce
Amash Hardy Perry
Amodei Harris Pittenger
Babin Hartzler Pitts
Barletta Hensarling Pompeo
Bam'f H@ce, Jody B. Posey
Bfer'ushe:k Hill ) Price, Tom
Bilirakis Holding Ratcliffe
Bishop (UT) Hudson Reed
Black Huelskamp :
Blackburn Huizenga (MI) g;gsl(esc)
Brady (TX) Hultgren Roby
Brat Hunter Rogers (AL)
Bridenstine Hurd (TX) Rohrabacher
Brooks (AL) Hurt (VA) )
Brooks (IN) Issa Rokita
Bucshon Jenkins (KS) Roskam
Burgess Johnson (OH) Rothfus
Byrne Johnson, Sam Rouzer
Carter (GA) Jordan Russell
Carter (TX) Kelly (PA) Ryan (WI)
Chabot King (IA) Salmon
Chaffetz King (NY) Sanford
Clawson (FL) Kinzinger (IL) Scalise
Coffman Kirkpatrick Schweikert
Collins (GA) Kline Scott, Austin
Collins (NY) Knight Sensenbrenner
Comstock Labrador Sessions
Conaway LaMalfa Shuster
Cook Lamborn Sinema
Cramer Latpa Smith (NE)
Crawford LoBlondQ Smith (TX)
Curbelo (FL) Loudermilk Stewart
Dent . Love Stutzman
DeSantis Luetkemeyer Thornberry
DesJarlais Marchant T

; ipton
Duffy Marino Walberg
Duncan (SC) McCarthy Walorski
Fincher McCaul .
Fleming McHenry Walters, Mimi
Flores Meadows Weber (TX)
Forbes Messer Wenstrup
Fortenberry Mica Westerman
Foxx Miller (FL) Westmoreland
Franks (AZ) Miller (MI) Whitfield
Garrett Mooney (WV) Williams
Gibbs Mullin Wilson (SC)
Goodlatte Mulvaney Wittman
Gosar Neugebauer Womack
Gowdy Newhouse Woodall
Graham Nunes Yoder
Granger Olson Yoho
Graves (GA) Palazzo Young (IN)
Graves (LA) Palmer Zeldin
Graves (MO) Paulsen Zinke
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Abraham
Aderholt
Aguilar
Ashford
Barton
Bass
Beatty
Becerra
Bera
Beyer
Bishop (GA)
Bishop (MI)
Blum
Blumenauer
Bonamici
Bost
Boustany
Brady (PA)
Brown (FL)
Brownley (CA)
Buchanan
Buck
Bustos
Butterfield
Calvert
Capps
Capuano
Cardenas
Carney
Carson (IN)
Cartwright
Castor (FL)
Castro (TX)
Chu, Judy
Cicilline
Clark (MA)
Clarke (NY)
Clay
Cleaver
Clyburn
Cohen
Cole
Connolly
Conyers
Cooper
Costa
Costello (PA)
Courtney
Crenshaw
Crowley
Cuellar
Culberson
Cummings
Davis (CA)
Davis, Danny
Davis, Rodney
DeFazio
DeGette
Delaney
DeLauro
DelBene
Denham
DeSaulnier
Deutch
Diaz-Balart
Dingell
Doggett
Dold
Donovan
Doyle, Michael
F.
Duckworth
Duncan (TN)
Edwards
Ellison
Ellmers (NC)
Emmer (MN)
Engel
Eshoo
Esty
Farenthold
Farr
Fattah
Fitzpatrick
Fleischmann
Foster
Frankel (FL)
Frelinghuysen
Fudge
Gabbard

Adams
Boyle, Brendan
F.

NOES—263

Gallego
Garamendi
Gibson
Gohmert
Grayson
Green, Al
Green, Gene
Griffith
Grijalva
Guinta
Guthrie
Gutiérrez
Hahn
Hanna
Harper
Hastings
Heck (NV)
Heck (WA)
Herrera Beutler
Higgins
Himes
Hinojosa
Honda
Hoyer
Huffman
Israel
Jeffries
Jenkins (WV)
Johnson (GA)
Johnson, E. B.
Jolly
Jones
Joyce
Katko
Keating
Kelly (IL)
Kennedy
Kildee
Kilmer
Kind
Kuster
Lance
Langevin
Larsen (WA)
Larson (CT)
Lawrence
Lee
Levin
Lewis
Lieu, Ted
Lipinski
Loebsack
Lofgren
Long
Lowenthal
Lowey
Lucas
Lujan Grisham
(NM)
Lujan, Ben Ray
(NM)
Lummis
Lynch
MacArthur
Maloney,
Carolyn
Maloney, Sean
Massie
Matsui
MecClintock
McCollum
McDermott
McGovern
McKinley
McMorris
Rodgers
McNerney
McSally
Meehan
Meeks
Meng
Moolenaar
Moore
Moulton
Murphy (FL)
Murphy (PA)
Nadler
Napolitano
Neal
Noem

NOT VOTING—6

Jackson Lee
Kaptur
Roe (TN)
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Nolan
Norcross
Nugent
O’Rourke
Pallone
Pascrell
Payne
Pelosi
Perlmutter
Peters
Peterson
Pingree
Pocan
Poe (TX)
Poliquin
Polis
Price (NC)
Quigley
Rangel
Reichert
Renacci
Rice (NY)
Richmond
Rigell
Rogers (KY)
Rooney (FL)
Ros-Lehtinen
Ross
Roybal-Allard
Royce
Ruiz
Ruppersberger
Rush
Ryan (OH)
Sanchez, Linda
T.
Sanchez, Loretta
Sarbanes
Schakowsky
Schiff
Schrader
Scott (VA)
Scott, David
Serrano
Sewell (AL)
Sherman
Shimkus
Simpson
Sires
Slaughter
Smith (NJ)
Smith (WA)
Speier
Stefanik
Stivers
Swalwell (CA)
Takai
Takano
Thompson (CA)
Thompson (MS)
Thompson (PA)
Tiberi
Titus
Tonko
Torres
Trott
Tsongas
Turner
Upton
Valadao
Van Hollen
Vargas
Veasey
Vela
Velazquez
Visclosky
Wagner
Walden
Walker
Walz
Wasserman
Schultz
Waters, Maxine
Watson Coleman
Webster (FL)
Welch
Wilson (FL)
Yarmuth
Young (AK)
Young (TIA)

Smith (MO)
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ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE ACTING CHAIR
The Acting CHAIR (during the vote).
There is 1 minute remaining.

O 1347

Ms. MOORE changed her vote from
“‘aye’ to ‘“no.”

So the amendment was rejected.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

AMENDMENT OFFERED BY MR. NADLER

The Acting CHAIR. The unfinished
business is the demand for a recorded
vote on the amendment offered by the
gentleman from New York (Mr. NAD-
LER) on which further proceedings were
postponed and on which the noes pre-
vailed by voice vote.

The Clerk will
amendment.

The Clerk redesignated the amend-
ment.

redesignate the

RECORDED VOTE

The Acting CHAIR. A recorded vote
has been demanded.

A recorded vote was ordered.

The Acting CHAIR. This will be a 2-
minute vote.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—ayes 170, noes 256,
not voting 6, as follows:

[Roll No. 276]

AYES—170

Amash Foster Moore
Bass Frankel (FL) Moulton
Beatty Fudge Nadler
Becerra Gabbard Napolitano
Bera Gallego Neal
Beyer Garamendi Nolan
Bishop (GA) Gibson Norcross
Blumenauer Grayson O’Rourke
Bonamici Green, Al Pallone
Brady (PA) Grijalva Pascrell
Brown (FL) Hahn Payne
Bustos Hastings Pelosi
Butterfield Heck (WA) Perlmutter
Capuano Higgins Peters
Cardenas Himes Peterson
Carney Hinojosa Pingree
Carson (IN) Honda Pocan
Cartwright Hoyer Polis
Castor (FL) Huffman Price (NC)
Castro (TX) Israel Quigley
Chu, Judy Jeffries Rangel
Cicilline Johnson (GA) Rice (NY)
Clark (MA) Johnson, E. B. Rice (SC)
Clarke (NY) Keating Richmond
Clay Kelly (IL) Roybal-Allard
Cleaver Kennedy Rush
Clyburn Kildee Ryan (OH)
Cohen Kilmer Sanchez, Linda
Connolly Kind T.
Conyers Kuster Sanford
Cooper Langevin Sarbanes
Courtney Larsen (WA) Schakowsky
Crowley Larson (CT) Schiff
Cummings Lawrence Schrader
Davis (CA) Lee Scott (VA)
Davis, Danny Levin Scott, David
DeFazio Lewis Serrano
DeGette Lieu, Ted Sewell (AL)
Delaney Loebsack Sherman
DeLauro Lofgren Slaughter
DelBene Lowenthal Smith (WA)
DeSaulnier Lowey Speier
Deutch Lujan Grisham Swalwell (CA)
Dingell (NM) Takai
Doggett Lujan, Ben Ray  Takano
Doyle, Michael (NM) Thompson (CA)

F. Lynch Thompson (MS)
Duckworth Maloney, Titus
Duncan (TN) Carolyn Tonko
Edwards Matsui Torres
Ellison McCollum Tsongas
Engel McDermott Van Hollen
Eshoo McGovern Vargas
Esty McNerney Veasey
Farr Meeks Velazquez
Fattah Meng Visclosky
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Walz Waters, Maxine Wilson (FL)
Wasserman Watson Coleman Yarmuth
Schultz Welch
NOES—256
Abraham Green, Gene Paulsen
Aderholt Griffith Pearce
Aguilar Grothman Perry
Allen Guinta Pittenger
Amodei Guthrie Pitts
Ashford Hanna Poe (TX)
Babin Hardy Poliquin
Barletta Harper Pompeo
Barr Harris Posey
Barton Hartzler Price, Tom
Benishek Heck (NV) Ratcliffe
Bilirakis Hensarling Reed
Bishop (MI) Herrera Beutler Reichert
Bishop (UT) Hice, Jody B. Renacci
Black Hill Ribble
Blackburn Holding Rigell
Blum Hudson Roby
Bost Huelskamp Rogers (AL)
Boustany Huizenga (MI) Rogers (KY)
Brady (TX) Hultgren Rohrabacher
Br'fzt Hunter Rokita
Bridenstine Hurd (TX) Rooney (FL)
Brooks (AL) Hurt (VA) Ros-Lehtinen
Brooks (IN) Issa Roskam
Brownley (CA) Jenkins (KS) Ross
Buchanan Jenkins (WV) Rothfus
Buck Johnson (OH) Rouzer
Bucshon Johnson, Sam Royce
Ayime Tones Ruiz
N n
Calvert Jordan gsgé;elrl’sberger
Capps Joyce
Carter (GA) Katko g:f‘mn;yl)
gi;%e;t@X) Efxlllgy (g&?) Sanchez, Loretta
Chaffetz King (NY) gzilvlvi‘;ker "
Clawson (FL) Kinzinger (IL) Scott. Austin
Coffman Kirkpatrick ’
Cole Kline Sensgnbrenner
Collins (GA) Knight S;ﬁﬁ;
Collins (NY) Labrador Shuster
Comstock LaMalfa Si
Conaway Lamborn }mpson
Cook Lance Smema
Costa Latta Slr?S
Costello (PA) Lipinski Smith (MO)
Cramer LoBiondo Sm}th (NE)
Crawford Long Sm}th N
Crenshaw Loudermilk Smith (TX)
Cuellar Love Stefanik
Culberson Lucas Stewart
Curbelo (FL) Luetkemeyer Stivers
Davis, Rodney Lummis Stutzman
Denham MacArthur Thompson (PA)
Dent Maloney, Sean Thornberry
DeSantis Marchant Tiberi
DesJarlais Marino Tipton
Diaz-Balart Massie Trott
Dold McCarthy Turner
Donovan McCaul Upton
Duffy McClintock Valadao
Duncan (SC) McHenry Vela
Ellmers (NC) McKinley Wagner
Emmer (MN) McMorris Walberg
Farenthold Rodgers Walden
Fincher McSally Walker
Fitzpatrick Meadows Walorski
Fleischmann Meehan Walters, Mimi
Fleming Messer Weber (TX)
Flores Mica Webster (FL)
Forbes Miller (FL) Wenstrup
Fortenberry Miller (MI) Westerman
Foxx Moolenaar Westmoreland
Franks (AZ) Mooney (WV) Whitfield
Frelinghuysen Mullin Williams
Garrett Mulvaney Wilson (SC)
Gibbs Murphy (FL) Wittman
Gohmert Murphy (PA) Womack
Goodlatte Neugebauer Woodall
Gosar Newhouse Yoder
Gowdy Noem Yoho
Graham Nugent Young (AK)
Granger Nunes Young (IA)
Graves (GA) Olson Young (IN)
Graves (LA) Palazzo Zeldin
Graves (MO) Palmer Zinke
NOT VOTING—6
Adams Gutiérrez Roe (TN)

Boyle, Brendan Jackson Lee
F. Kaptur

June 3, 2015

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE ACTING CHAIR
The Acting CHAIR (during the vote).
There is 1 minute remaining.

O 1851

So the amendment was rejected.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

Stated for:

Mrs. CAPPS. Mr. Chair, on rollcall Vote No.
276 | am recorded as voting “no;” however, |
intended to vote “yes.”

Mr. GUTIERREZ. Mr. Chair, | was inadvert-
ently absent in the House chamber for a vote
on Wednesday, June 3, 2015. Had | been
present, | would have voted “yea” on rolicall
vote 276 in support of the Nadler Amendment
to remove language in the underlying bill to
prohibit the use of funds to transfer or release
detainees held at Guantanamo Bay.

AMENDMENT OFFERED BY MR. FARR

The Acting CHAIR. The unfinished
business is the demand for a recorded
vote on the amendment offered by the
gentleman from California (Mr. FARR)
on which further proceedings were
postponed and on which the noes pre-
vailed by voice vote.

The Clerk will
amendment.

The Clerk redesignated the amend-
ment.

redesignate the

RECORDED VOTE

The Acting CHAIR. A recorded vote
has been demanded.

A recorded vote was ordered.

The Acting CHAIR. This will be a 2-
minute vote.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—ayes 153, noes 273,
not voting 6, as follows:

[Roll No. 277]
AYES—153

Aguilar Doyle, Michael Lowenthal
Bass F. Lowey
Beatty Duckworth Lujan Grisham
Becerra Edwards (NM)

Beyer Ellison Lujan, Ben Ray
Bishop (GA) Eshoo (NM)
Blumenauer Esty Maloney,
Bonamici Farr Carolyn
Brady (PA) Fattah Matsui
Bustos Foster McCollum
Butterfield Fudge McDermott
Capps Gabbard McGovern
Capuano Gallego McNerney
Carney Garamendi Meeks

Carson (IN) Green, Al Meng
Cartwright Grijalva Moore

Castor (FL) Gutiérrez Moulton
Castro (TX) Hahn Nadler

Chu, Judy Higgins Napolitano
Cicilline Himes Neal

Clark (MA) Hinojosa Nolan

Clarke (NY) Honda O’Rourke
Clay Huffman Payne
Cleaver Israel Pelosi
Clyburn Jeffries Perlmutter
Cohen Johnson (GA) Peters
Conyers Johnson, E. B. Peterson
Cooper Kelly (IL) Pingree

Costa Kennedy Pocan
Courtney Kildee Polis

Cramer Kilmer Price (NC)
Crowley Kind Rangel
Cummings Kirkpatrick Rice (NY)
Davis (CA) Langevin Richmond
Davis, Danny Larsen (WA) Roybal-Allard
DeFazio Larson (CT) Ruiz

DeGette Lawrence Rush

Delaney Lee Ryan (OH)
DeLauro Levin Sanchez, Linda
DelBene Lewis T.
DeSaulnier Lieu, Ted Sanchez, Loretta
Dingell Loebsack Sarbanes
Doggett Lofgren Schakowsky
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Schiff

Scott (VA)
Scott, David
Sensenbrenner
Serrano
Sewell (AL)
Sinema
Slaughter
Smith (WA)
Speier

Abraham
Aderholt
Allen
Amash
Amodei
Ashford
Babin
Barletta
Barr

Barton
Benishek
Bera
Bilirakis
Bishop (MI)
Bishop (UT)
Black
Blackburn
Blum

Bost
Boustany
Brady (TX)
Brat
Bridenstine
Brooks (AL)
Brooks (IN)
Brown (FL)
Brownley (CA)
Buchanan
Buck
Bucshon
Burgess
Byrne
Calvert
Cardenas
Carter (GA)
Carter (TX)
Chabot
Chaffetz
Clawson (FL)
Coffman
Cole

Collins (GA)
Collins (NY)
Comstock
Conaway
Connolly
Cook
Costello (PA)
Crawford
Crenshaw
Cuellar
Culberson
Curbelo (FL)
Davis, Rodney
Denham
Dent
DeSantis
DesdJarlais
Deutch
Diaz-Balart
Dold
Donovan
Duffy
Duncan (SC)
Duncan (TN)
Ellmers (NC)
Emmer (MN)
Engel
Farenthold
Fincher
Fitzpatrick
Fleischmann
Fleming
Flores
Forbes
Fortenberry
Foxx
Frankel (FL)
Franks (AZ)
Frelinghuysen
Garrett
Gibbs
Gibson
Gohmert
Goodlatte
Gosar
Gowdy

Swalwell (CA)
Takai

Takano
Thompson (CA)
Thompson (MS)
Titus

Tonko

Torres

Tsongas

Van Hollen

NOES—273

Graham
Granger
Graves (GA)
Graves (LA)
Graves (MO)
Green, Gene
Griffith
Grothman
Guinta
Guthrie
Hanna
Hardy
Harper
Harris
Hartzler
Hastings
Heck (NV)
Heck (WA)
Hensarling
Herrera Beutler
Hice, Jody B.
Hill
Holding
Hoyer
Hudson
Huelskamp
Huizenga (MI)
Hultgren
Hunter
Hurd (TX)
Hurt (VA)
Issa
Jenkins (KS)
Jenkins (WV)
Johnson (OH)
Johnson, Sam
Jolly
Jones
Jordan
Joyce
Katko
Keating
Kelly (PA)
King (IA)
King (NY)
Kinzinger (IL)
Kline
Knight
Kuster
Labrador
LaMalfa
Lamborn
Lance
Latta
Lipinski
LoBiondo
Long
Loudermilk
Love
Lucas
Luetkemeyer
Lummis
Lynch
MacArthur
Maloney, Sean
Marchant
Marino
Massie
McCarthy
McCaul
MecClintock
McHenry
McKinley
McMorris
Rodgers
McSally
Meadows
Meehan
Messer
Mica
Miller (FL)
Miller (MI)
Moolenaar
Mooney (WV)
Mullin
Mulvaney
Murphy (FL)
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Vargas

Veasey

Vela

Velazquez
Visclosky

Walz

Waters, Maxine
Welch
Yarmuth

Murphy (PA)
Neugebauer
Newhouse
Noem
Norcross
Nugent
Nunes
Olson
Palazzo
Pallone
Palmer
Pascrell
Paulsen
Pearce
Perry
Pittenger
Pitts
Poe (TX)
Poliquin
Pompeo
Posey
Price, Tom
Quigley
Ratcliffe
Reed
Reichert
Renacci
Ribble
Rice (SC)
Rigell
Roby
Rogers (AL)
Rogers (KY)
Rohrabacher
Rokita
Rooney (FL)
Ros-Lehtinen
Roskam
Ross
Rothfus
Rouzer
Royce
Ruppersberger
Russell
Ryan (WI)
Salmon
Sanford
Scalise
Schrader
Schweikert
Scott, Austin
Sessions
Sherman
Shimkus
Shuster
Simpson
Sires
Smith (MO)
Smith (NE)
Smith (NJ)
Smith (TX)
Stefanik
Stewart
Stivers
Stutzman
Thompson (PA)
Thornberry
Tiberi
Tipton
Trott
Turner
Upton
Valadao
Wagner
Walberg
Walden
Walker
Walorski
Walters, Mimi
Wasserman
Schultz
Watson Coleman
Weber (TX)
Webster (FL)
Wenstrup
Westerman
Westmoreland

Whitfield Womack Young (IA)
Williams Woodall Young (IN)
Wilson (FL) Yoder Zeldin
Wilson (SC) Yoho Zinke
Wittman Young (AK)
NOT VOTING—6

Adams Grayson Roe (TN)
Boyle, Brendan Jackson Lee

F. Kaptur

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE ACTING CHAIR

The Acting CHAIR (during the vote).
There is 1 minute remaining.

[ 1355

Mr. CICILLINE changed his vote
from ‘“‘no”’ to ‘‘aye.”

So the amendment was rejected.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

AMENDMENT NO. 1 OFFERED BY MRS.
BLACKBURN

The Acting CHAIR. The unfinished
business is the demand for a recorded
vote on the amendment offered by the
gentlewoman from Tennessee (Mrs.
BLACKBURN) on which further pro-
ceedings were postponed and on which
the noes prevailed by voice vote.

The Clerk will redesignate
amendment.

The Clerk redesignated the amend-
ment.

the

RECORDED VOTE

The Acting CHAIR. A recorded vote
has been demanded.

A recorded vote was ordered.

The Acting CHAIR. This will be a 2-
minute vote.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—ayes 168, noes 257,
not voting 7, as follows:

[Roll No. 278]

AYES—168
Allen Garrett Love
Amash Gibbs Lucas
Babin Gohmert Luetkemeyer
Barton Goodlatte Lummis
Bilirakis Gosar Marchant
Bishop (MI) Gowdy Massie
Bishop (UT) Graves (GA) McCaul
Black Graves (LA) MecClintock
Blackburn Graves (MO) McHenry
Blum Griffith McMorris
Brady (TX) Grothman Rodgers
Brat Guinta McSally
Bridenstine Guthrie Meadows
Brooks (AL) Harper Messer
Buchanan Harris Mica
Buck Hartzler Miller (FL)
Bucshon Hensarling Miller (MI)
Burgess Hice, Jody B. Moolenaar
Byrne Hill Mooney (WV)
Carter (GA) Holding Mullin
Chabot Hudson Mulvaney
Chaffetz Huelskamp Murphy (PA)
Clawson (FL) Huizenga (MI) Napolitano
Coffman Hultgren Neugebauer
Collins (GA) Hunter Olson
Collins (NY) Hurd (TX) Palazzo
Conaway Hurt (VA) Palmer
Cook Issa Paulsen
Cooper Jenkins (KS) Pearce
Cramer Johnson (OH) Perry
Crawford Johnson, Sam Pittenger
DeSantis Jones Pitts
DesJarlais Jordan Poe (TX)
Duffy Kelly (PA) Poliquin
Duncan (SC) King (IA) Pompeo
Duncan (TN) Kline Price, Tom
Farenthold Knight Ratcliffe
Fincher Labrador Ribble
Fleischmann LaMalfa Rice (S0)
Fleming Lamborn Rigell
Flores Lance Rohrabacher
Forbes Latta Rokita
Foxx Long Rothfus
Franks (AZ) Loudermilk Rouzer

Royce
Russell

Ryan (WI)
Salmon
Sanford
Scalise
Schweikert
Scott, Austin
Sensenbrenner
Sessions
Shuster
Smith (MO)
Smith (NE)

Abraham
Aderholt
Aguilar
Amodei
Ashford
Barletta
Barr
Bass
Beatty
Becerra
Benishek
Bera
Beyer
Bishop (GA)
Blumenauer
Bonamici
Bost
Boustany
Brady (PA)
Brooks (IN)
Brown (FL)
Brownley (CA)
Bustos
Butterfield
Calvert
Capps
Capuano
Cardenas
Carney
Carter (TX)
Cartwright
Castor (FL)
Castro (TX)
Chu, Judy
Cicilline
Clark (MA)
Clarke (NY)
Clay
Cleaver
Clyburn
Cohen
Cole
Comstock
Connolly
Conyers
Costa
Costello (PA)
Courtney
Crenshaw
Crowley
Cuellar
Culberson
Cummings
Curbelo (FL)
Davis (CA)
Davis, Danny
Davis, Rodney
DeFazio
DeGette
Delaney
DeLauro
DelBene
Denham
Dent
DeSaulnier
Deutch
Diaz-Balart
Dingell
Doggett
Dold
Donovan
Doyle, Michael
F

Duckworth
Edwards
Ellison
Ellmers (NC)
Emmer (MN)
Engel

Eshoo

Esty

Farr

Fattah
Fitzpatrick

Smith (TX)
Stewart
Stutzman
Thornberry
Tiberi
Tipton
Upton
Wagner
Walberg
Walker
Walorski
Walters, Mimi
Weber (TX)

NOES—257

Fortenberry
Foster
Frankel (FL)
Frelinghuysen
Fudge
Gabbard
Gallego
Garamendi
Gibson
Graham
Granger
Grayson
Green, Al
Green, Gene
Grijalva
Gutiérrez
Hahn
Hanna
Hardy
Hastings
Heck (NV)
Heck (WA)
Herrera Beutler
Higgins
Himes
Honda
Hoyer
Huffman
Israel
Jeffries
Jenkins (WV)
Johnson (GA)
Johnson, E. B.
Jolly
Joyce
Kaptur
Katko
Keating
Kelly (IL)
Kennedy
Kildee
Kilmer
Kind
King (NY)
Kinzinger (IL)
Kirkpatrick
Kuster
Langevin
Larsen (WA)
Larson (CT)
Lawrence
Lee
Levin
Lewis
Lieu, Ted
Lipinski
LoBiondo
Loebsack
Lofgren
Lowenthal
Lowey
Lujan Grisham
(NM)
Lujan, Ben Ray
(NM)
Lynch
MacArthur
Maloney,
Carolyn
Maloney, Sean
Marino
Matsui
McCarthy
McCollum
McDermott
McGovern
McKinley
McNerney
Meehan
Meeks
Meng
Moore
Moulton
Murphy (FL)
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Wenstrup
Westerman
Williams
Wilson (SC)
Wittman
Woodall
Yoder
Yoho
Young (IA)
Young (IN)
Zinke

Nadler
Neal
Newhouse
Noem
Nolan
Norcross
Nugent
Nunes
O’Rourke
Pallone
Pascrell
Payne
Pelosi
Perlmutter
Peters
Peterson
Pingree
Pocan
Polis
Posey
Price (NC)
Quigley
Rangel
Reed
Reichert
Renacci
Rice (NY)
Richmond
Roby
Rogers (AL)
Rogers (KY)
Rooney (FL)
Ros-Lehtinen
Roskam
Ross
Roybal-Allard
Ruiz
Ruppersberger
Rush
Ryan (OH)
Sanchez, Linda
T.
Sanchez, Loretta
Sarbanes
Schakowsky
Schiff
Schrader
Scott (VA)
Scott, David
Serrano
Sewell (AL)
Sherman
Shimkus
Simpson
Sinema
Sires
Slaughter
Smith (NJ)
Smith (WA)
Speier
Stefanik
Stivers
Swalwell (CA)
Takai
Takano
Thompson (CA)
Thompson (MS)
Thompson (PA)
Titus
Tonko
Torres
Trott
Tsongas
Turner
Valadao
Van Hollen
Vargas
Veasey
Vela
Velazquez
Visclosky
Walden
Walz
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Wasserman Webster (FL) Womack
Schultz Welch Yarmuth
Waters, Maxine Westmoreland Young (AK)

Watson Coleman  Whitfield Zeldin
NOT VOTING—17
Adams Carson (IN) Roe (TN)
Boyle, Brendan Hinojosa Wilson (FL)
F. Jackson Lee

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE ACTING CHAIR
The Acting CHAIR (during the vote).
There is 1 minute remaining.
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So the amendment was rejected.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

Stated against:

Mr. HINOJOSA. Mr. Chair, on rollcall No.
278, had | been present, | would have voted
“no.”

AMENDMENT OFFERED BY MR. FOSTER

The Acting CHAIR (Mr. WOODALL).
The unfinished business is the demand
for a recorded vote on the amendment
offered by the gentleman from Illinois
(Mr. FOSTER) on which further pro-
ceedings were postponed and on which
the noes prevailed by voice vote.

The Clerk will redesignate
amendment.

The Clerk redesignated the amend-
ment.

the

RECORDED VOTE

The Acting CHAIR. A recorded vote
has been demanded.

A recorded vote was ordered.

The Acting CHAIR. This will be a 2-
minute vote.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—ayes 195, noes 232,
not voting 5, as follows:

[Roll No. 279]

AYES—195
Aguilar Dingell Jeffries
Amash Doggett Johnson, E. B.
Barletta Dold Jones
Bass Doyle, Michael Kaptur
Becerra F. Katko
Benishek Duckworth Kelly (IL)
Bera Duffy Kildee
Beyer Duncan (TN) Kind
Bilirakis Edwards Kinzinger (IL)
Bishop (MI) Ellison Kirkpatrick
Bishop (UT) Emmer (MN) Kline
Bost Engel LaMalfa
Brat Fitzpatrick Lance
Brownley (CA) Forbes Larsen (WA)
Bucshon Foster Latta
Burgess Foxx Lawrence
Bustos Franks (AZ) Levin
Cardenas Gallego Lieu, Ted
Carson (IN) Garamendi Lipinski
Carter (GA) Garrett LoBiondo
Cartwright Gibbs Loebsack
Castro (TX) Gohmert Loudermilk
Chabot Goodlatte Lowenthal
Chu, Judy Graham Maloney,
Clawson (FL) Graves (GA) Carolyn
Clay Griffith Maloney, Sean
Coffman Grothman Massie
Collins (GA) Gutiérrez McCarthy
Connolly Harris McClintock
Cooper Hensarling McCollum
Costa Herrera Beutler ~ McDermott
Costello (PA) Hice, Jody B. McHenry
Crowley Higgins McMorris
Cuellar Himes Rodgers
Cummings Holding McNerney
Davis (CA) Hoyer McSally
Davis, Rodney Hudson Meeks
DeGette Huffman Meng
Delaney Huizenga (MI) Miller (FL)
Denham Hultgren Miller (MI)
Dent Hunter Moore
DeSantis Hurt (VA) Murphy (FL)
DesdJarlais Issa Murphy (PA)

Nadler
Napolitano
Nolan
Norcross
Nugent
O’Rourke
Pallone
Pascrell
Paulsen
Payne
Pelosi
Perlmutter
Perry
Peters
Peterson
Pittenger
Pocan

Poe (TX)
Polis
Price, Tom
Quigley
Rangel
Ratcliffe
Renacci

Abraham
Aderholt
Allen
Amodei
Ashford
Barr
Barton
Beatty
Bishop (GA)
Black
Blackburn
Blum
Blumenauer
Bonamici
Boustany
Brady (PA)
Brady (TX)
Bridenstine
Brooks (AL)
Brooks (IN)
Brown (FL)
Buchanan
Buck
Butterfield
Byrne
Calvert
Capps
Capuano
Carney
Carter (TX)
Castor (FL)
Chaffetz
Cicilline
Clark (MA)
Clarke (NY)
Cleaver
Clyburn
Cohen

Cole

Collins (NY)
Comstock
Conaway
Conyers
Cook
Courtney
Cramer
Crawford
Crenshaw
Culberson
Curbelo (FL)
Dayvis, Danny
DeFazio
DeLauro
DelBene
DeSaulnier
Deutch
Diaz-Balart
Donovan
Duncan (SC)
Ellmers (NC)
Eshoo

Esty
Farenthold
Farr

Fattah
Fincher
Fleischmann
Fleming
Flores
Fortenberry
Frankel (FL)
Frelinghuysen
Fudge

Ribble
Rice (NY)
Rohrabacher
Roskam
Ross
Rothfus
Rouzer
Roybal-Allard
Ruiz
Ruppersberger
Ryan (WI)
Salmon
Sanchez, Linda
T.
Sanchez, Loretta
Sarbanes
Schakowsky
Schweikert
Scott, Austin
Sensenbrenner
Sherman
Shimkus
Shuster
Sinema

NOES—232

Gabbard
Gibson
Gosar
Gowdy
Granger
Graves (LA)
Graves (MO)
Grayson
Green, Al
Green, Gene
Grijalva
Guinta
Guthrie
Hahn
Hanna
Hardy
Harper
Hartzler
Hastings
Heck (NV)
Heck (WA)
Hill
Hinojosa
Honda
Huelskamp
Hurd (TX)
Israel
Jenkins (KS)
Jenkins (WV)
Johnson (GA)
Johnson (OH)
Johnson, Sam
Jolly
Jordan
Joyce
Keating
Kelly (PA)
Kennedy
Kilmer
King (IA)
King (NY)
Knight
Kuster
Labrador
Lamborn
Langevin
Larson (CT)
Lee
Lewis
Lofgren
Long
Love
Lowey
Lucas
Luetkemeyer
Lujan Grisham
(NM)
Lujan, Ben Ray
(NM)
Lummis
Lynch
MacArthur
Marchant
Marino
Matsui
McCaul
McGovern
McKinley
Meadows
Meehan
Messer
Mica
Moolenaar
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Sires
Smith (NJ)
Smith (WA)
Stivers
Takano
Tiberi
Torres
Upton
Vargas
Veasey
Vela
Wagner
Walberg
Walden
Walz
Wasserman

Schultz
Waters, Maxine
Webster (FL)
Wenstrup
Wilson (FL)
Woodall
Yoho

Mooney (WV)
Moulton
Mullin
Mulvaney
Neal
Neugebauer
Newhouse
Noem

Nunes

Olson
Palazzo
Palmer
Pearce
Pingree
Pitts
Poliquin
Pompeo
Posey

Price (NC)
Reed
Reichert
Rice (SC)
Richmond
Rigell

Roby

Rogers (AL)
Rogers (KY)
Rokita
Rooney (FL)
Ros-Lehtinen
Royce

Rush

Russell

Ryan (OH)
Sanford
Scalise
Schiff
Schrader
Scott (VA)
Scott, David
Serrano
Sessions
Sewell (AL)
Simpson
Slaughter
Smith (MO)
Smith (NE)
Smith (TX)
Speier
Stefanik
Stewart
Stutzman
Swalwell (CA)
Takai
Thompson (CA)
Thompson (MS)
Thompson (PA)
Thornberry
Tipton

Titus

Tonko

Trott
Tsongas
Turner
Valadao

Van Hollen
Velazquez
Visclosky
Walker
Walorski
Walters, Mimi
Watson Coleman
Weber (TX)
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Welch Wilson (SC) Young (AK)
Westerman Wittman Young (IA)
Westmoreland Womack Young (IN)
Whitfield Yarmuth Zeldin
Williams Yoder Zinke

NOT VOTING—5
Adams Boyle, Brendan Jackson Lee
Babin F. Roe (TN)

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE ACTING CHAIR
The Acting CHAIR (during the vote).
There is 1 minute remaining.
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Messrs. NORCROSS, SIRES, and
CUMMINGS changed their vote from
“no’ to “‘aye.”

So the amendment was rejected.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

AMENDMENT NO. 9 OFFERED BY MS. BONAMICI

The Acting CHAIR. The unfinished
business is the demand for a recorded
vote on the amendment offered by the
gentlewoman from Oregon (Ms.
BoNAMICI) on which further proceedings
were postponed and on which the noes
prevailed by voice vote.

The Clerk will redesignate
amendment.

The Clerk redesignated the amend-
ment.

the

RECORDED VOTE

The Acting CHAIR. A recorded vote
has been demanded.

A recorded vote was ordered.

The Acting CHAIR. This will be a 2-
minute vote.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—ayes 282, noes 146,
not voting 4, as follows:

[Roll No. 280]

AYES—282
Aguilar Collins (NY) Fleischmann
Amash Comstock Fortenberry
Ashford Conaway Foster
Barr Connolly Frankel (FL)
Bass Conyers Fudge
Becerra Cooper Gabbard
Benishek Costa Gallego
Bera Costello (PA) Garamendi
Beyer Courtney Garrett
Bishop (GA) Cramer Gibson
Bishop (UT) Crowley Goodlatte
Blackburn Cummings Graham
Blum Curbelo (FL) Graves (GA)
Blumenauer Davis (CA) Grayson
Bonamici Dayvis, Danny Green, Al
Brady (PA) Davis, Rodney Green, Gene
Brat DeFazio Griffith
Brooks (AL) DeGette Grijalva
Brooks (IN) Delaney Grothman
Brown (FL) DeLauro Gutiérrez
Brownley (CA) DelBene Hahn
Buck Dent Hanna
Bucshon DeSantis Hardy
Bustos DeSaulnier Hastings
Butterfield DesJarlais Heck (NV)
Capps Deutch Heck (WA)
Capuano Dingell Herrera Beutler
Cardenas Doggett Hice, Jody B.
Carney Dold Higgins
Carson (IN) Donovan Himes
Cartwright Doyle, Michael Honda
Castor (FL) F. Hoyer
Castro (TX) Duckworth Huelskamp
Chaffetz Duncan (SC) Huffman
Chu, Judy Duncan (TN) Hunter
Cicilline Edwards Hurt (VA)
Clark (MA) Ellison Israel
Clarke (NY) Ellmers (NC) Jeffries
Clawson (FL) Emmer (MN) Jenkins (KS)
Clay Engel Jenkins (WV)
Cleaver Eshoo Johnson (GA)
Clyburn Esty Johnson, E. B.
Coffman Farr Jolly
Cohen Fattah Jones
Collins (GA) Fincher Joyce
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Kaptur
Keating
Kelly (IL)
Kennedy
Kildee
Kilmer
Kind
King (NY)
Kinzinger (IL)
Kirkpatrick
Kline
Knight
Kuster
Labrador
Langevin
Larsen (WA)
Larson (CT)
Lawrence
Lee
Levin
Lewis
Lieu, Ted
Lipinski
LoBiondo
Loebsack
Lofgren
Loudermilk
Love
Lowenthal
Lowey
Luetkemeyer
Lujan Grisham
(NM)
Lujan, Ben Ray
(NM)
Lummis
Lynch
Maloney,
Carolyn
Maloney, Sean
Massie
Matsui
McClintock
McCollum
McDermott
McGovern
McNerney
Meeks
Meng
Messer
Mooney (WV)

Abraham
Aderholt
Allen
Amodei
Babin
Barletta
Barton
Beatty
Bilirakis
Bishop (MI)
Black

Bost
Boustany
Brady (TX)
Bridenstine
Buchanan
Burgess
Byrne
Calvert
Carter (GA)
Carter (TX)
Chabot
Cole

Cook
Crawford
Crenshaw
Cuellar
Culberson
Denham
Diaz-Balart
Duffy
Farenthold
Fitzpatrick
Fleming
Flores
Forbes
Foxx
Franks (AZ)
Frelinghuysen
Gibbs
Gohmert
Gosar
Gowdy
Granger
Graves (LA)
Graves (MO)

Moore
Moulton
Mulvaney
Murphy (FL)
Nadler
Napolitano
Neal
Newhouse
Nolan
Norcross
O’Rourke
Pallone
Pascrell
Payne
Pelosi
Perlmutter
Perry
Peters
Peterson
Pingree
Pocan
Poliquin
Polis
Price (NC)
Price, Tom
Quigley
Rangel
Reed
Ribble
Rice (NY)
Rice (SC)
Richmond
Rigell
Rogers (AL)
Rohrabacher
Rokita
Rooney (FL)
Ros-Lehtinen
Roybal-Allard
Royce
Ruppersberger
Rush
Ryan (OH)
Sanchez, Linda
T.
Sanchez, Loretta
Sarbanes
Schakowsky
Schiff
Schrader
Schweikert

NOES—146

Guinta
Guthrie
Harper
Harris
Hartzler
Hensarling
Hill
Hinojosa
Holding
Hudson
Huizenga (MI)
Hultgren
Hurd (TX)
Issa
Johnson (OH)
Johnson, Sam
Jordan
Katko
Kelly (PA)
King (IA)
LaMalfa
Lamborn
Lance
Latta
Long
Lucas
MacArthur
Marchant
Marino
McCarthy
McCaul
McHenry
McKinley
McMorris
Rodgers
McSally
Meadows
Meehan
Mica
Miller (FL)
Miller (MI)
Moolenaar
Mullin
Murphy (PA)
Neugebauer
Noem
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Scott (VA)
Scott, David
Serrano
Sewell (AL)
Sherman
Sinema
Sires
Slaughter
Smith (MO)
Smith (WA)
Speier
Stefanik
Stewart
Stutzman
Swalwell (CA)
Takai
Takano
Thompson (CA)
Thompson (MS)
Tipton
Titus
Tonko
Torres
Tsongas
Upton
Van Hollen
Vargas
Veasey
Vela
Velazquez
Visclosky
Walden
Walorski
Walz
Wasserman
Schultz
Waters, Maxine
Watson Coleman
Welch
Wenstrup
Westmoreland
Whitfield
Wilson (FL)
Woodall
Yarmuth
Yoho
Young (AK)
Young (IA)
Young (IN)
Zeldin
Zinke

Nugent
Nunes
Olson
Palazzo
Palmer
Paulsen
Pearce
Pittenger
Pitts

Poe (TX)
Pompeo
Posey
Ratcliffe
Reichert
Renacci
Roby
Rogers (KY)
Roskam
Ross
Rothfus
Rouzer
Ruiz
Russell
Ryan (WI)
Salmon
Sanford
Scalise
Scott, Austin
Sensenbrenner
Sessions
Shimkus
Shuster
Simpson
Smith (NE)
Smith (NJ)
Smith (TX)
Stivers
Thompson (PA)
Thornberry
Tiberi
Trott
Turner
Valadao
Wagner
Walberg
Walker

Walters, Mimi Westerman Wittman
Weber (TX) Williams Womack
Webster (FL) Wilson (SC) Yoder

NOT VOTING—4

Boyle, Brendan Jackson Lee
F.

Roe (TN)

Adams

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE ACTING CHAIR
The Acting CHAIR (Mr. LOUDERMILK)
(during the vote). There is 1 minute re-
maining.
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Mr. REED changed his vote from
“no” to ‘‘aye.”

So the amendment was agreed to.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

AMENDMENT OFFERED BY MR. ELLISON

The Acting CHAIR. The unfinished
business is the demand for a recorded
vote on the amendment offered by the
gentleman from Minnesota (Mr. ELLI-
SON) on which further proceedings were
postponed and on which the noes pre-
vailed by voice vote.

The Clerk will
amendment.

The Clerk redesignated the amend-
ment.

redesignate the

RECORDED VOTE

The Acting CHAIR. A recorded vote
has been demanded.

A recorded vote was ordered.

The Acting CHAIR. This will be a 2-
minute vote.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—ayes 184, noes 244,
not voting 4, as follows:

[Roll No. 281]

AYES—184
Aguilar Dingell Langevin
Ashford Doggett Larsen (WA)
Bass Doyle, Michael Larson (CT)
Beatty F. Lawrence
Becerra Duckworth Lee
Bera Edwards Levin
Beyer Ellison Lewis
Bishop (GA) Engel Lieu, Ted
Blumenauer Eshoo Lipinski
Bonamici Esty Loebsack
Brady (PA) Farr Lofgren
Brown (FL) Fattah Lowenthal
Brownley (CA) Fitzpatrick Lowey
Bustos Foster Lujan Grisham
Butterfield Frankel (FL) (NM)
Capps Fudge Lujan, Ben Ray
Capuano Gabbard (NM)
Cardenas Gallego Lynch
Carney Garamendi Maloney,
Carson (IN) Graham Carolyn
Cartwright Grayson Maloney, Sean
Castor (FL) Green, Al Matsui
Castro (TX) Green, Gene McCollum
Chu, Judy Grijalva McDermott
Cicilline Gutiérrez McGovern
Clark (MA) Hahn McNerney
Clarke (NY) Hastings Meeks
Clay Heck (WA) Meng
Cleaver Higgins Moore
Clyburn Himes Moulton
Cohen Hinojosa Murphy (FL)
Conyers Honda Nadler
Cooper Hoyer Napolitano
Costa Huffman Neal
Courtney Israel Nolan
Crowley Jeffries Norcross
Cuellar Johnson (GA) O’Rourke
Cummings Johnson, E. B. Pallone
Davis (CA) Kaptur Pascrell
Davis, Danny Keating Payne
DeFazio Kelly (IL) Pelosi
DeGette Kennedy Perlmutter
Delaney Kildee Peters
DeLauro Kilmer Peterson
DelBene Kind Pingree
DeSaulnier Kirkpatrick Pocan
Deutch Kuster Polis

Price (NC)
Quigley
Rangel
Rice (NY)
Richmond
Roybal-Allard
Ruiz
Ruppersberger
Rush
Ryan (OH)
Sanchez, Linda
T.
Sanchez, Loretta
Sarbanes
Schakowsky
Schiff
Schrader

Abraham
Aderholt
Allen
Amash
Amodei
Babin
Barletta
Barr

Barton
Benishek
Bilirakis
Bishop (MI)
Bishop (UT)
Black
Blackburn
Blum

Bost
Boustany
Brady (TX)
Brat
Bridenstine
Brooks (AL)
Brooks (IN)
Buchanan
Buck
Bucshon
Burgess
Byrne
Calvert
Carter (GA)
Carter (TX)
Chabot
Chaffetz
Clawson (FL)
Coffman
Cole

Collins (GA)
Collins (NY)
Comstock
Conaway
Connolly
Cook
Costello (PA)
Cramer
Crawford
Crenshaw
Culberson
Curbelo (FL)
Davis, Rodney
Denham
Dent
DeSantis
DesJarlais
Diaz-Balart
Dold
Donovan
Duffy
Duncan (SC)
Duncan (TN)
Ellmers (NC)
Emmer (MN)
Farenthold
Fincher
Fleischmann
Fleming
Flores
Forbes
Fortenberry
Foxx
Franks (AZ)
Frelinghuysen
Garrett
Gibbs
Gibson
Goh