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Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) that ad-
dress the monitoring and mapping of our Na-
tion’s coastlines. This function is an important
function for the safety of navigation, environ-
mental protection, and homeland security of
the United States. There is little dispute that
important commercial, military, and rec-
reational activities are supported by this effort.

While important across the entire country, |
want to address the specific needs of my
State of Alaska. | understand that there is a
concerted effort by NOAA to improve sea sub-
surface surveys. | fully support their efforts
and applaud them for continuing this important
work. The safety of navigation for our water-
ways is extremely important.

However, there is another dimension of sur-
vey that needs some attention also. Most of
the shoreline in the Arctic along Alaska’s
northern and western coasts has not been
mapped since 1960, if ever, and confidence in
the shoreline depicted on the region’s nautical
charts is extremely low. Less than 10% of
Alaska has contemporary shoreline data and
less than 1% is mapped annually. There is
also a disturbing lack of consistent elevation
data.

The current state of shoreline mapping
leaves those who ply Alaskan waters and de-
pend on accurate shoreline mapping for their
livelihood unnecessarily vulnerable. Due to
Alaska’s vast size and sparse population, the
cost of acquiring traditional high-resolution
topographic data and mapping thousands of
miles of coastline is a daunting endeavor.
Alaska has more than 44,000 miles of shore-
line, which more than doubles the shoreline of
the entire lower 48 states. Further, the emerg-
ing importance of the Arctic is adding to the
need for updated shoreline charts. Increased
economic development and shipping transits
require that the most accurate data be col-
lected and up to date charts be produced.

As a result, citizens and the State’s econ-
omy are at risk. In addition to understanding
sea-level rise impacts on fish and wildlife habi-
tat, sea-level rise investigations are also im-
portant given that three quarters of Alaska’s
citizens live in coastal regions, which support
80% of the state’s economic activity. Eco-
nomic activity in Alaska’s coastal zones in-
cludes world-renowned fish and shellfish in-
dustries as well as a burgeoning recreation
and tourism industry.

Many approaches are available. Some tech-
niques can be a painstaking undertaking due
to cost and logistical challenges because of
the vast area and distances involved. As a re-
sult the data collected within Alaska can be
fairly limited in coverage. Another promising
technology is the use of satellite remote sens-
ing that can help assist current NOAA efforts.
The complementary use of optical and radar
satellites can add a new dimension to remote
sensing applications. Within the State of Alas-
ka there is an emerging capability using this
approach that is cost effective and not de-
pendent on weather conditions. This capability
includes the ability to download data and pro-
vide the refined products needed to create the
needed mapping quickly and cost effectively. |
understand that NOAA regularly uses both
government and commercial satellite imagery
to support nautical charting in Alaska.

Regardless of the approach, | want to en-
courage NOAA to make a concerted effort to
use funding received to reduce the backlog of
outdated and uncharted shorelines in Alaska
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as quickly and cost effectively as possible in
addition to continuing the important work of
conducting the sea subsurface surveying. The
economic and strategic importance of the Pa-
cific Northwest region and the emerging Arctic
require that this be done.

———
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Ms. JACKSON LEE. Madam Speaker, as
the Chair of the Congressional Children’s Cau-
cus and a senior member of the Judiciary and
Homeland Security Committees, | rise in
strong support of S. 802, the “Girls Count Act
of 2015.”

| support this legislation which authorizes
the Secretary of State and the Administrator of
the U.S. Agency for International development
to: (1) support programs that will contribute
improved civil registration and vital statistics
systems with a focus on birth registration; and
(2) promote programs that build the capacity
of developing countries’ national and local
legal and policy framework to prevent discrimi-
nation against girls, and help increase prop-
erty rights, social security, land tenure, and in-
heritance rights for women.

In addition, this bill authorizes the Secretary
and the U.S. AID Administrator to cooperate
with multilateral organizations to promote such
programs.

As co-chair of the Pakistan, Afghanistan,
and Algeria Caucuses, | have long advocated
for the rights for women around the world. In
the current Congress, | introduced H.R. 69
and H.R. 57, two bills that promote women’s
rights.

H.R. 69 is a bill awarding a Congressional
Gold Medal to Malala Yousafzai, the Nobel
Laureate for Peace, in recognition of her de-
voted service to education, justice, and equal-
ity.

Malala Yousafzai is an inspiration to young
people in the United States and children who
must struggle to receive an education.

In a speech before the United Nations, she
called for a global struggle against literacy,
poverty and terrorism.

She closed her remarks by saying “One
child, one teacher, one pen, and one book can
change the world.”

The Taliban remains unrepentant while she
remains defiant and said that the day she was
shot “weakness, fear and hopelessness died.”

While her road to recovery proved to be
amazing and complete, she has not been de-
terred in pursuing her goal of education rights
for young girls in her native land and for this,
her life continues to be threatened by the
Taliban.

H.R. 57 requires that activities carried out
by the United States in South Sudan relating
to governance, post-conflict reconstruction and
development, police and military training, and
refugee relief and assistance support the
human rights of women and their full political,
social, and economic participation.

According to the United States Census Bu-
reau’s 2013 international figures, 1 person in
12, or close to 900 million people, is a girl or
woman age 10 through 24.
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The Census Bureau’s data also illustrates
that young people are the fastest growing seg-
ment of the population in developing countries.

Even though most countries have birth reg-
istration laws, four out of ten babies born in
2012 were not registered worldwide.

Moreover, an estimated 36 percent of chil-
dren under the age of five worldwide (about
230,000,000 children) do not possess a birth
certificate.

A nationally recognized proof of birth system
is important to determining a child’s citizen-
ship, nationality, place of birth, parentage, and
age.

Without such a system, a passport, driver's
license or other identification card is difficult to
obtain.

The lack of such documentation can prevent
girls and women from officially participating in
and contributing to the formal economic, legal,
and political sectors in their country.

The lack of birth registration among girls
worldwide is particularly concerning as it can
exacerbate the disproportionate vulnerability of
women to trafficking, child marriage, and lack
of access to health and education services.

A lack of birth registration among women
and girls can also aggravate what, in many
places, amounts to an already reduced ability
to seek employment, participate in civil soci-
ety, or purchase or inherit land and other as-
sets.

Girls undertake much of the domestic labor
needed for poor families to survive: carrying
water, harvesting crops, tending livestock, car-
ing for younger children, and doing chores.

Mr. Speaker, to help ensure that women
and girls are considered in United States for-
eign assistance policies and programs, that
their needs are addressed in the design, im-
plementation, and evaluation of foreign assist-
ance programs, and that women and girls
have the opportunity to succeed, it is impor-
tant that girls be counted and have access to
birth certificates and other official documenta-
tion.

| urge all of my colleagues to join me in
strong support for S. 802.

————

REMEMBERING DR. PHIL
LINEBERGER

HON. PETE OLSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 3, 2015

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, it is with a heavy
heart that | rise today to pay my respects to
Dr. Phil Lineberger. He was a noble, God-fear-
ing man who left us too soon.

Pastor Phil served as pastor of Sugar Land
Baptist Church since November 1995 and was
the senior pastor until the time of his death.
Pastor Phil mentored many people during his
forty-five years as a pastor and was even
coined “the real Dr. Phil” by members of his
congregation for how readily he nurtured oth-
ers through good and bad times. Pastor Phil
touched many people throughout his life and
always gave of himself unconditionally in serv-
ice of others.

| extend my deepest condolences to Phil’'s
wife, Brenda, his three daughters, and ten
beautiful grandchildren. Our prayers are with
each of you during this unimaginable grief.
Your husband, father, and grandfather was
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