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The Senate met at 9:30 a.m. and was
called to order by the President pro
tempore (Mr. HATCH).

————
PRAYER

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer:

Let us pray.

Eternal Father, in whom we live and
move and have our being, from whom
we come and to whom we go at last, in
this quiet moment of prayer, we praise
You for Your ©providence that
undergirds our Nation and its leaders.
Let Your Kingdom come and Your will
be done on Earth as it is in Heaven.

Today, give our lawmakers grace to
distinguish between that which is na-
tion-serving and that which is self-
serving. Make them committed to serv-
ing You by serving others. Give them
the wisdom to separate the important
from the unimportant, the big concern
from the trivial contention. Use our
Senators for the betterment of this Na-
tion and the building of Your Kingdom.

And, Lord, we thank You for the
wonderful work of our pages.

We pray in Your great Name. Amen.

———

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
The President pro tempore led the
Pledge of Allegiance, as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———————

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY
LEADER

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. COT-
TON). The majority leader is recog-
nized.

————————

NATIONAL DEFENSE
AUTHORIZATION ACT

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, the
Senate will continue its work on the

Senate

National Defense Authorization Act
today. Both the Republican and Demo-
cratic bill managers have called for
Senators on both sides to get their
amendments offered so we can get the
process moving. I urge all of my col-
leagues to do so.

——
OBAMACARE

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, on
another matter, we have heard a lot
about the Supreme Court’s imminent
decision on ObamaCare and its latest
problems. No one can say for sure how
the Court will rule, but one thing we do
know is this: ObamaCare is a mess. It
is a law filled with broken promises,
one that has been plagued by failure
and one that has caused costs to sky-
rocket for millions after the supporters
of this law promised the costs would
actually fall.

I speak to you in the wake of a bomb-
shell revelation from the administra-
tion that many insurers are now re-
questing to raise premiums by double
digits all across the country. For in-
stance, numbers for Kentucky just
came out yesterday, and most of the
insurers on the Commonwealth’s
ObamaCare exchange are looking to
raise premiums. Some of the proposed
increases are as high as 25 percent, and
some Kentuckians may now face dou-
ble-digit premium increases for the
second or even the third year in a row.
This is more bad ObamaCare news for
the people I represent.

In some States, the proposed in-
creases are even more alarming, if you
can believe it. Kentuckians can look
next door for proof of that, where some
Hoosiers could be hit with a 46-percent
jump in their premiums, or if they look
south to Tennessee, they will see that
premium hikes of 36 percent have been
proposed.

These are huge numbers, and they af-
fect real people. We have seen the truth
of that statement in the stories we
hear from constituents about how

ObamaCare’s massive cost burdens af-
fect all of them. Take the Kentucky
small business owner who wrote to say
that his plan is now being canceled
thanks to ObamaCare. Here is what he
had to say: “My monthly premium will
increase from $610 to [approximately]
$1,200,” he said, ‘‘and this is with very
high deductibles.” Or take the con-
stituent of mine from Floyd County
who recently wrote to say she can no
longer afford her silver ObamaCare
plan after the monthly premium spiked
by more than 75 percent. ‘I was forced
to take the Bronze Plan,” she said,
“which isn’t worth the paper or ink to
print it on.”

These are the kinds of stories that
have become all too familiar in the age
of ObamaCare. They are compounded
by a continual drip, drip of bad news
about this law, such as the recent re-
port that showed how ObamaCare’s
multibillion-dollar attack on hospitals
in Kentucky is expected to result in a
net loss of $1 billion over the next few
years—a net loss of $1 billion to Ken-
tucky hospitals.

This is after ObamaCare already
compelled taxpayers to shell out bil-
lions for Web sites that never worked,
along with some pretty sad and des-
perate but expensive taxpayer-financed
marketing campaigns that often just
directed users to some technological
nightmare, not affordable health care.
Take Oregon, for instance. Taxpayers
spent over $300 million on that State’s
exchange, only to have it taken over by
the Federal Government and then,
along with the ObamaCare exchange in
Massachusetts, placed under Federal
criminal investigation. Look at Ha-
waii, which received more than $205
million to establish its exchange. We
learned just last month that the Ha-
waii exchange is planning to shut down
operations by September 30 since law-
makers couldn’t decide on a path for-
ward to pay for it. And then there is
Vermont. This morning, the New York
Times reported on the spectacular
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