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Whereas, The International Union for Con-

servation of Nature estimates the global pop-
ulation of the common raven as greater than 
16 million and trending upwards, thus 
classifying it as a species of least concern; 
and 

Whereas, A known cause of decline in the 
sage grouse population is egg depredation by 
the common raven, and research conducted 
at Idaho State University has suggested that 
reductions in the raven population signifi-
cantly increase sage grouse nest success; and 

Whereas, The United States Fish and Wild-
life Service has identified the common raven 
as the most highly visible predator of hatch-
ling and juvenile desert tortoises, and re-
search published by the Western Ecological 
Research Center of the United States Geo-
logical Survey recommends controlling cer-
tain raven populations to assist in the recov-
ery of desert tortoise populations; and 

Whereas, The common raven is a protected 
species under regulations adopted pursuant 
to the Migratory Bird Treaty Act of 1918, 16 
U.S.C. §§ 1703 et seq., which drastically cur-
tails the ability of this State to manage the 
population of the common raven in order to 
protect sage grouse nests and desert tor-
toises: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved by the Assembly and Senate of the 
State of Nevada, Jointly, That the members of 
the 78th Session of the Nevada Legislature 
urge the United States Congress to amend 
the Migratory Bird Treaty Act or take any 
other appropriate action to ensure that the 
common raven is not a protected species 
under that Act; and be it further 

Resolved, That the members of the 78th 
Session of the Nevada Legislature urge the 
United States Fish and Wildlife Service to: 

1. Work with the Nevada Department of 
Wildlife to decrease common raven popu-
lations in this State; and 

2. Adopt regulations allowing the State of 
Nevada to manage the common raven popu-
lation and reduce the number of common 
ravens in this State; and be it further 

Resolved, That the Chief Clerk of the As-
sembly prepare and transmit a copy of this 
resolution to the Vice President of the 
United States as the presiding officer of the 
Senate, the Speaker of the House of Rep-
resentatives, each member of the Nevada 
Congressional Delegation, the Director of 
the United States Fish and Wildlife Service, 
the President of the Nevada Cattlemen’s As-
sociation, the President of the Nevada Farm 
Bureau Federation, the Chair of the Sage-
brush Ecosystem Council and the Executive 
Director of the Western Governors’ Associa-
tion; and be it further 

Resolved, That this resolution becomes ef-
fective upon passage. 

POM–36. A resolution adopted by the House 
of Representatives of the State of Michigan 
urging the President of the United States to 
allow an additional 25,000 refugee visas for 
certain displaced individuals, with pref-
erence for placement in Michigan; to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

HOUSE RESOLUTION NO. 9 
Whereas, The United States has long been 

a safe harbor for persecuted foreign nation-
als. Through the U.S. refugee visa program, 
individuals and their families who are har-
assed, oppressed, or have faced harassment 
or oppression at home because of their race, 
religion, nationality, public opinion, or so-
cial association can find relief in the U.S. 
When a humanitarian crisis occurs, the U.S. 
may also grant eligible individuals refugee 
visas. Once in the country, federal resettle-
ment agencies help match refugees with 
local communities that can help support 
their needs; and 

Whereas, The number of refugee visas 
available is determined and set by the Presi-

dent of the United States. In consultation 
with the cabinet and the House and Senate 
committees on the judiciary, the President 
assesses all concerns of humanitarian and 
national interest to determine the number of 
visas that will be available for the upcoming 
fiscal year; and 

Whereas, The recent crisis in Syria and 
Iraq has forced hundreds of thousands of 
Iraqis, largely from religious minorities in 
the region—many of which are Assyrians, 
Chaldeans, Syriacs, and Yazidis—from their 
hometowns that have been ransacked by the 
Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant (ISIL). 
Those displaced persons are unable to return 
to their homes, and most do not have access 
to resources needed to fulfill basic needs, in-
cluding food, water, and shelter. Moreover, 
these refugees face constant fear of persecu-
tion due to nothing more than the faith they 
claim, and their pronouncement of faith has 
led to violence as explicit as crucifixions, be-
headings, and slavery. Minimal support has 
been offered to many of the more than three 
million Iraqis refugees, two million of which 
were displaced last year alone, and those for-
tunate to remain in temporary shelters are 
overburdening and overcrowding neighboring 
nations and communities who stand on con-
stant guard for fear that they will be the 
next target of ISIL. As this regional conflict 
endures, the displacement and imminent mi-
gration and persecution of refugees will con-
tinue; and 

Whereas, Displaced Iraqi refugees must be 
offered relief from this regional instability 
and granted entry into the United States. 
Iraqi refugees have complemented our Amer-
ican society with a proven history of con-
tributing to the economic and social well- 
being of this nation. In the Chaldean or 
Catholic Iraqi community of Metro Detroit, 
which is the largest concentration of 
Chaldeans outside of Iraq, 61 percent of 
households founded their own business, and 
this network of businesses is indispensable 
to the local economy. Moreover, organiza-
tions like the Chaldean Community Founda-
tion offer resources to bind and strengthen 
the community as well as welcome and sup-
port refugees, in part by using community 
businesses to invest in new members and en-
courage the advancement of the community; 
and 

Whereas, The current allotment of refugee 
visas may not be adequate to accommodate 
these individuals. When an unforeseen emer-
gency arises, the President has the flexi-
bility to issue emergency refugee visas for an 
affected group if the remaining annual allot-
ment is insufficient to assist these displaced 
individuals, and 

Whereas, The Chaldean Church and its 
bishop have garnered support for this request 
and driven a body of people able and willing 
to sustain and support the incoming refu-
gees. The community stands ready to assist 
persecuted Iraqis and victims of war rebuild 
their lives in the U.S.: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved by the House of Representatives, 
That we urge the President of the United 
States to allow an additional 25,000 refugee 
visas for displaced Iraqis, being the Assyr-
ians, Chaldeans, Syriacs, and Yazidis dis-
placed because of their faith; and be it fur-
ther 

Resolved, That we urge that these refugees 
be given preference for placement in the 
state of Michigan; and be it further 

Resolved, That copies of this resolution be 
transmitted to the President of the United 
States, the President of the United States 
Senate, the Speaker of the United States 
House of Representatives, and the members 
of the Michigan congressional delegation. 

EXECUTIVE REPORT OF 
COMMITTEE 

The following executive report of a 
nomination was submitted: 

By Mr. VITTER for the Committee on 
Small Business and Entrepreneurship. 

*Douglas J. Kramer, of Kansas, to be Dep-
uty Administrator of the Small Business Ad-
ministration. 

*Nomination was reported with rec-
ommendation that it be confirmed sub-
ject to the nominee’s commitment to 
respond to requests to appear and tes-
tify before any duly constituted com-
mittee of the Senate. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND 
JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first 
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated: 

By Mr. JOHNSON: 

S. 1522. A bill to amend title 5, United 
States Code, to provide a pathway for tem-
porary seasonal employees in Federal land 
management agencies to compete for vacant 
permanent positions under internal merit 
promotion procedures, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Homeland Secu-
rity and Governmental Affairs. 

By Mr. WHITEHOUSE (for himself and 
Mr. VITTER): 

S. 1523. A bill to amend the Federal Water 
Pollution Control Act to reauthorize the Na-
tional Estuary Program, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Environment and 
Public Works. 

By Mr. BLUNT (for himself, Mr. NEL-
SON, Mrs. MCCASKILL, Mr. MORAN, 
Mr. WARNER, Mr. ROBERTS, Ms. KLO-
BUCHAR, Mr. ISAKSON, Ms. BALDWIN, 
and Mr. BURR): 

S. 1524. A bill to enable concrete masonry 
products manufacturers to establish, fi-
nance, and carry out a coordinated program 
of research, education, and promotion to im-
prove, maintain, and develop markets for 
concrete masonry products; to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation. 

By Mr. HATCH (for himself and Mr. 
CORNYN): 

S. 1525. A bill to block any action from 
being taken to finalize or give effect to a cer-
tain proposed rule governing the Federal 
child support enforcement program; to the 
Committee on Finance. 

By Mr. PORTMAN (for himself and Ms. 
HIRONO): 

S. 1526. A bill to amend title 10 and title 41, 
United States Code, to improve the manner 
in which Federal contracts for construction 
and design services are awarded, to prohibit 
the use of reverse auctions for design and 
construction services procurements, to 
amend title 31 and 41, United States Code, to 
improve the payment protections available 
to construction contractors, subcontractors, 
and suppliers for work performed, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Home-
land Security and Governmental Affairs. 

By Mr. PERDUE (for himself and Mr. 
KAINE): 

S. 1527. A bill to enable more responsible 
and efficient spending on Department of 
State activities and foreign operations; to 
the Committee on Foreign Relations. 
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SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND 

SENATE RESOLUTIONS 

The following concurrent resolutions 
and Senate resolutions were read, and 
referred (or acted upon), as indicated: 

By Mr. GARDNER (for himself and Mr. 
CARDIN): 

S. Res. 194. A resolution welcoming the 
President of the Republic of Korea on her of-
ficial visit to the United States and cele-
brating the United States-Republic of Korea 
relationship, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Foreign Relations. 

f 

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS 

S. 134 
At the request of Mr. WYDEN, the 

names of the Senator from Colorado 
(Mr. BENNET) and the Senator from 
Montana (Mr. TESTER) were added as 
cosponsors of S. 134, a bill to amend the 
Controlled Substances Act to exclude 
industrial hemp from the definition of 
marihuana, and for other purposes. 

S. 270 
At the request of Mrs. SHAHEEN, the 

name of the Senator from Washington 
(Mrs. MURRAY) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 270, a bill to amend title 38, 
United States Code, to revise the defi-
nition of spouse for purposes of vet-
erans benefits in recognition of new 
State definitions of spouse, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 275 
At the request of Mr. ISAKSON, the 

name of the Senator from Minnesota 
(Ms. KLOBUCHAR) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 275, a bill to amend title 
XVIII of the Social Security Act to 
provide for the coverage of home as a 
site of care for infusion therapy under 
the Medicare program. 

S. 313 
At the request of Mr. GRASSLEY, the 

names of the Senator from Maine (Mr. 
KING) and the Senator from Ohio (Mr. 
PORTMAN) were added as cosponsors of 
S. 313, a bill to amend title XVIII of the 
Social Security Act to add physical 
therapists to the list of providers al-
lowed to utilize locum tenens arrange-
ments under Medicare. 

S. 315 
At the request of Ms. KLOBUCHAR, the 

name of the Senator from Vermont 
(Mr. LEAHY) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 315, a bill to amend the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986 to allow a credit 
against income tax for the purchase of 
hearing aids. 

S. 330 
At the request of Mr. HELLER, the 

names of the Senator from Mississippi 
(Mr. COCHRAN) and the Senator from 
Florida (Mr. NELSON) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 330, a bill to amend the 
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to make 
permanent the special rule for con-
tributions of qualified conservation 
contributions, and for other purposes. 

S. 403 
At the request of Ms. KLOBUCHAR, the 

name of the Senator from North Da-
kota (Mr. HOEVEN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 403, a bill to revise the au-

thorized route of the North Country 
National Scenic Trail in northeastern 
Minnesota and to extend the trail into 
Vermont to connect with the Appa-
lachian National Scenic Trail, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 429 
At the request of Mr. PORTMAN, the 

name of the Senator from Missouri 
(Mr. BLUNT) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 429, a bill to amend title XIX of 
the Social Security Act to provide a 
standard definition of therapeutic fos-
ter care services in Medicaid. 

S. 471 
At the request of Mr. HELLER, the 

name of the Senator from Ohio (Mr. 
BROWN) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
471, a bill to improve the provision of 
health care for women veterans by the 
Department of Veterans Affairs, and 
for other purposes. 

S. 491 
At the request of Ms. KLOBUCHAR, the 

name of the Senator from Rhode Island 
(Mr. WHITEHOUSE) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 491, a bill to lift the trade 
embargo on Cuba. 

S. 599 
At the request of Mr. CARDIN, the 

name of the Senator from West Vir-
ginia (Mr. MANCHIN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 599, a bill to extend and 
expand the Medicaid emergency psy-
chiatric demonstration project. 

S. 626 
At the request of Mr. GRASSLEY, the 

name of the Senator from Michigan 
(Ms. STABENOW) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 626, a bill to amend title XIX 
of the Social Security Act to cover 
physician services delivered by 
podiatric physicians to ensure access 
by Medicaid beneficiaries to appro-
priate quality foot and ankle care, to 
amend title XVIII of such Act to mod-
ify the requirements for diabetic shoes 
to be included under Medicare, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 638 
At the request of Mr. FLAKE, the 

name of the Senator from Alabama 
(Mr. SESSIONS) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 638, a bill to amend the Clean 
Air Act with respect to exceptional 
event demonstrations, and for other 
purposes. 

S. 640 
At the request of Mr. FLAKE, the 

name of the Senator from Alabama 
(Mr. SESSIONS) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 640, a bill to amend the Clean 
Air Act to delay the review and revi-
sion of the national ambient air qual-
ity standards for ozone. 

S. 677 
At the request of Mrs. BOXER, the 

name of the Senator from Oregon (Mr. 
MERKLEY) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 677, a bill to prohibit the application 
of certain restrictive eligibility re-
quirements to foreign nongovern-
mental organizations with respect to 
the provision of assistance under part I 
of the Foreign Assistance Act of 1961. 

S. 697 
At the request of Mr. UDALL, the 

name of the Senator from Pennsyl-

vania (Mr. TOOMEY) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 697, a bill to amend the 
Toxic Substances Control Act to reau-
thorize and modernize that Act, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 711 
At the request of Ms. AYOTTE, the 

name of the Senator from Alaska (Mr. 
SULLIVAN) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 711, a bill to amend section 520J of 
the Public Service Health Act to au-
thorize grants for mental health first 
aid training programs. 

S. 713 
At the request of Mrs. BOXER, the 

name of the Senator from California 
(Mrs. FEINSTEIN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 713, a bill to prevent 
international violence against women, 
and for other purposes. 

S. 857 
At the request of Ms. STABENOW, the 

names of the Senator from Illinois (Mr. 
KIRK) and the Senator from Delaware 
(Mr. CARPER) were added as cosponsors 
of S. 857, a bill to amend title XVIII of 
the Social Security Act to provide for 
coverage under the Medicare program 
of an initial comprehensive care plan 
for Medicare beneficiaries newly diag-
nosed with Alzheimer’s disease and re-
lated dementias, and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 861 
At the request of Mr. CARPER, the 

name of the Senator from Virginia (Mr. 
WARNER) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
861, a bill to amend titles XVIII and 
XIX of the Social Security Act to curb 
waste, fraud, and abuse in the Medicare 
and Medicaid programs. 

S. 911 
At the request of Mr. CASEY, the 

name of the Senator from Minnesota 
(Mr. FRANKEN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 911, a bill to direct the Admin-
istrator of the Federal Aviation Ad-
ministration to issue an order with re-
spect to secondary cockpit barriers, 
and for other purposes. 

S. 925 
At the request of Mrs. SHAHEEN, the 

name of the Senator from Delaware 
(Mr. COONS) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 925, a bill to require the Secretary 
of the Treasury to convene a panel of 
citizens to make a recommendation to 
the Secretary regarding the likeness of 
a woman on the twenty dollar bill, and 
for other purposes. 

S. 993 
At the request of Mr. FRANKEN, the 

name of the Senator from Colorado 
(Mr. GARDNER) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 993, a bill to increase public 
safety by facilitating collaboration 
among the criminal justice, juvenile 
justice, veterans treatment services, 
mental health treatment, and sub-
stance abuse systems. 

S. 1000 
At the request of Mr. RISCH, the 

name of the Senator from New Mexico 
(Mr. UDALL) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 1000, a bill to strengthen resources 
for entrepreneurs by improving the 
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