June 9, 2015

Our Constitutional system of government
enshrined checks and balances and three co-
equal but separate branches of government,
and in order to uphold our Constitution, it is
vital that we have honorable public servants
like Judge Stafford willing to dedicate their
professional careers to service in the judicial
branch. On behalf of the House of Represent-
atives, | am privileged to recognize Judge
Stafford’s 40 years on the federal bench, and
my wife Vicki and | send our best wishes for
many more years to Judge Stafford; his wife,
Nancy; sons William Ill, Donald and David; six
grandchildren; and the entire Stafford family.

———

HONORING THE UPCOMING WED-
DING OF ALEX FERNANDEZ AND
ROBERT WOLFARTH

HON. THEODORE E. DEUTCH

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 9, 2015

Mr. DEUTCH. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
honor of the upcoming nuptials of Alex
Fernandez and Robert Wolfarth.

Robert Wolfarth and Alex Fernandez of
south Florida will be getting married in the Dis-
trict of Columbia at the Florida House on Cap-
itol Hill. Their wedding ceremony marks the
first same-sex marriage at the Florida House
following its lawful recognition in the state
through judicial ruling.

Giving back to their community has been a
centerpiece of Robert and Alex’s professional
lives and of their relationship. Robert, the
grandson of former Miami Mayor William M.
Wolfarth, and Alex, a public servant since the
age of 15, met on September 25th, 2006 at
Miami-Dade County Hall where Alex worked at
the time as a Press Secretary. The two were
immediately bonded by a shared passion for
public service.

Alex proudly served as an aide to Miami
Beach Mayor Matti Herrera Bower and was
her liaison to the LGBT Affairs Committee
playing an instrumental role in the inaugural
Miami Beach Gay Pride. As a successful real
estate entrepreneur, Robert's most cherished
professional accomplishment has been hiring
an undocumented immigrant, helping her be-
come an American citizen, obtain a real estate
salesperson license, and achieve the Amer-
ican Dream of homeownership. A member of
the Miami Beach Hispanic Affairs Board, Alex
has been an active advocate for workforce
housing for residents being displaced from
their homes and community by the rising cost
of living and real estate values.

Among their many professional and civic en-
deavors, Robert and Alex are most proud of
their mutual service to the communities they
love, Miami-Dade County and Miami Beach.
Whether it be through the rescue of their three
dogs from the shelter, or the distribution of
pumpkin pies to the less fortunate on Thanks-
giving, or through their past service on the
Planning, Affordable Housing, or Charter Re-
view Boards, Robert and Alex find in each day
of their relationship the opportunity to make a
positive impact in the lives of others.

Through their marriage and the continued
support of their friends and loved ones, Robert
and Alex hope to demonstrate that as a na-
tion, states, and communities we are strength-
ened through the contributions of countless
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loving and committed American same-sex
couples seeking the fundamental right to the
pursuit of happiness.

On this special occasion, | wish Robert and
Alex many continued years of love, health,
and happiness as they enter this blessed new
stage of their lives together.

————

REMEMBERING THE LIFE OF FRED
MILLER

HON. MARCY KAPTUR

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 9, 2015

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, | rise to remem-
ber the life of Fred Miller of Toledo, Ohio.
Passing from this life at the age of 88, Fred
lived life to the fullest.

Fred Miller was born on March 28, 1925 to
Mattie and Roy Miller. A lifelong Toledoan, he
graduated from DeVilbiss High School in 1943
and soon followed graduation with service in
the U.S. Army Air Corps in Europe until after
World War Il. Upon his return home, he en-
rolled in the University of Toledo where he
graduated in 1949 with a degree in electrical
engineering. A few months later he married
his wife Dorothy. Dorothy and Fred were mar-
ried 64 years and together raised three sons.

Fred Miller built his career at the Toledo
Edison Company, giving the company 38
years of service.

A man of faith and service to others, Fred
was an active member of Aldersgate United
Methodist Church where he served on the fi-
nance committee for many years. He also
found time to serve as a Boy Scout leader.

Retirement saw Fred furthering his skills as
an angler, fishing all over North America from
Alaska to the Florida Keys. He and Dorothy
were fortunate to travel the world. He was also
able to indulge in his hobbies of photography
and building model airplanes.

Fred Miller was a loving husband, father
and grandfather. He was a man who gave
fully to his family, his faith and his community.
May those who loved him find peace in the
memory of his spirit and the imprint he leaves
on their lives.

TRIBUTE TO CLINT CALLICOTT
HON. MARSHA BLACKBURN

OF TENNESSEE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 9, 2015

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Mr. Speaker, the Ten-
nessee 7th Congressional District, home to
Williamson County, was shaped in part by its
long-time leader, and a dear friend of mine,
Clint Callicott.

Mr. Callicott’'s time on Earth will be remem-
bered by his service to others. During his time
on the Wiliamson county commission, as
county Mayor and in the Tennessee General
Assembly, Clint served the people of his com-
munity with distinction and passion. He leaves
behind a legacy of love; love for his family,
community, and the land.

Mr. Callicott was considered the “father” of
the Williamson County Agriculture Exposition
Park, home to rodeos, trade shows, and the
Williamson County Fair. In gratitude for his
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work in establishing the Park, the facility’s
arena is named in his honor.

It is fitting that Clint Callicott spent his last
hours on his family farm before joining our
Savior in Heaven. | ask my colleagues to join
with me in celebrating one of Williamson
County’s greatest men. My thoughts and pray-
ers are with his beautiful wife Carolyn, sons
Claude and Clayton, and his extended family.

————

RIVERVIEW/VALLEYVIEW CHRIS-
TIAN AND MISSIONARY ALLI-
ANCE CHURCH

HON. JOE WILSON

OF SOUTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 9, 2015

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. Speak-
er, | am grateful to congratulate the Riverview/
Valleyview Christian and Missionary Alliance
Church on the 100 year anniversary of their
founding.

The Church was chartered by the Christian
and Mission Alliance Organization in the
Spring of 1915, in the Village of Endicott, New
York. A church was built on the north side of
the Susquehanna River and named “River-
view Christian and Missionary Alliance.” In the
mid 1980’s a new larger church was built on
a hill across the river in Vestal, New York, and
the name changed to Valleyview Christian and
Missionary Alliance. On June 13, 2015, the
congregation will celebrate the 100th year an-
niversary of the founding of their Church,
under the current leadership of its pastor, Rev.
David M. Murphy.

Valleyview Christian and Missionary Alliance
has made a difference and is a valued institu-
tion for Christian stewardship.

HONORING MR. RICHARD K. UHLER

HON. PATRICK MEEHAN

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 9, 2015

Mr. MEEHAN. Mr. Speaker, | rise to honor
Mr. Richard K. Uhler for his service and sac-
rifice during the Second World War.

Mr. Uhler, of Springfield, Pennsylvania,
served in the United States Army as a Private
First Class with Company H, 2nd Battalion,
180th Infantry Regiment, 45th Infantry Divi-
sion. He served bravely in the Anzio cam-
paign, where he was wounded by shrapnel.
Despite his service and injury, he never re-
ceived the Purple Heart.

Mr. Uhler was among the millions of vet-
erans whose records were tragically destroyed
by a fire at the National Personnel Records
Center during the 1970s. After diligent inves-
tigation, I'm pleased my office was able to find
documentation for his service and the injuries
he sustained in battle. Mr. Uhler will now fi-
nally receive the commendations he earned
more than 70 years after he was wounded in
Italy.

Mr. Speaker, this week | had the chance to
host Mr. Uhler while he was presented with
the Purple Heart and Bronze Star he earned
for his service. On behalf of the 7th District of
Pennsylvania, | want to thank Mr. Richard
Uhler for his service to our great nation.
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OUR UNCONSCIONABLE NATIONAL
DEBT

HON. MIKE COFFMAN

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 9, 2015

Mr. COFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, on January
20, 2009, the day President Obama took of-
fice, the national debt was
$10,626,877,048,913.08.

Today, it is $18,152,809,942,589.13. We've
added $7,525,932,893,676.05 to our debt in 6
years. This is over $7.5 trillion in debt our na-
tion, our economy, and our children could
have avoided with a balanced budget amend-
ment.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. ALMA S. ADAMS

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 9, 2015

Ms. ADAMS. Mr. Speaker, on June 2, 2015,
| was absent for recorded votes #270 through
#273 due to the passing of my mother.

I would like to reflect how | would have
voted if | were here:

On Roll Call #270, |

would have voted

“yes.”
On Roll Call #271, | would have voted
“yes.”
On Roll Call #272, | would have voted
“yes.”

On Roll Call #273, | would have voted “no.”
———
RECOGNIZING THE CITY OF ZNIN,
POLAND
HON. MARCY KAPTUR
OF OHIO

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, June 9, 2015

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize a milestone in the long life of the
City of Znin, Poland, of which | am proud to
be an honorary citizen. June 3, 2015 marks 25
years of local self-government for the nearly
15,000 people of Znin.

Znin, originating from the Polish word for
harvest, is nestled on the river Gasawka in
Poland. Though the region has been settled
for far longer, the city itself is nearly 900 years
old and was once a major town on the trade
route known as the Amber Road. King Casimir
the Great of Poland visited many times and it
was also a favorite of bishops through the lat-
ter half of the 14th Century. Fires destroyed
much of Znin in the later 15th Century, but the
town was rebuilt and boasted the first windmill,
orchards, breweries and businesses. The 17th
and 18th centuries brought disease and more
fires from which the town did not recover well.
During the First Partition of Poland in the
1770’s, Znin was annexed by Prussia. The
town was liberated in 1794 through the
Kosciuszko Uprising. It became part of the
Duchy of Warsaw a few years later, but was
returned to Prussia in 1815. The town’s econ-
omy developed through the 19th Century, with
modern infrastructure and its population grow-
ing to 4,500 citizens.
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Znin’s residents successfully participated in
the 1919 Greater Poland Uprising. A new town
council was elected and Polish was reestab-
lished as the official language of the town’s
nearly 5,000 residents. Between the two World
Wars, the economy perked up once again and
Znin boasted two colleges and both daily and
weekly newspapers.

On September 1, 1939, the Nazi Luftwaffe
bombed Znin to start World War 1. Nine days
later, German troops overtook the town and
once again Znin was wiped from the map of
Europe. The Germans renamed the town and
its streets, the children could not go to school
and hundreds of people were deported or
shot.

After the war, with Poland under the brutal
thumb of the Soviet Union as a result of the
Yalta Conference, the people of Znin again
faced repression and fear. Soviet industrializa-
tion brought development to Znin, but its citi-
zens were forced to live under the Soviet re-
gime while Poland was under the sphere of
Soviet Communism. The people of Poland
never gave up, though, and the ensuing dec-
ades saw uprisings as the people tried to lib-
erate themselves. Finally, a group of shipyard
workers in Gdansk brought light to the people
of Poland. Over the course of a decade be-
tween 1980 and 1989, Solidarity moved for-
ward culminating in the election of its leader
Lech Walesa in 1990 and a free Poland.

Thus, on its 25th anniversary of return to
self-governance, the citizens of Znin look for-
ward. The fires of the past drive them forth,
but the light of the future carries them to new
possibilities. | am so pleased to stand with my
compatriots in Znin as together we celebrate
25 years of freedom. Naprzod!

RECOGNIZING LAWRENCE L.
KITCHING, JR. AND TRUTECH
HEATING AND COOLING

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON

OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 9, 2015

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
ask the House of Representatives to join me
in recognizing Lawrence L. Kitching, Jr. and
TruTech Heating and Cooling, the recipient of
our 2015 District of Columbia Small Business
of the Year award. The award is given to an
outstanding D.C. small business every year at
our annual Small Business Fair.

TruTech Heating and Cooling is a small
business that was founded by Lawrence L.
Kitching. Through hard work, determination,
knowledge of his craft and excellence in per-
formance, Mr. Kitching has grown his business
significantly. Since opening in D.C. in 2012,
TruTech Heating and Cooling has expanded
its business into Maryland and Virginia. The
business prides itself on quality craftsmanship,
integrity and customer service. The techni-
cians and professionals at TruTech Heating
and Cooling are well-trained.

Mr. Kitching, a native Washingtonian and
graduate of William McKinley Technical High
School, learned heating, ventilation and air
conditioning at Lincoln Technical Institute and
received his diploma in 1997. After heading
down the wrong path, Mr. Kitching decided to
pursue a better life for himself and his son,
and began working to improve his skills while
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in prison. After his release, he worked at a
prominent air conditioning company in the
D.C. area for seven years. Then, he boldly fol-
lowed his passion to become an entrepreneur
and left his job to start his own company. Mr.
Kitching and his company are certified by the
North American Technician Excellence, and
are recognized as professionals in the indus-
try.
We are particularly proud that TruTech
Heating and Cooling has provided such an es-
sential service to the members of our commu-
nity. Lawrence Kitching has succeeded in a
tough, competitive business environment. In
the process, he has become an inspiration not
only to our local small businesses but also to
anyone who has had a poor start in life.

Mr. Speaker, | ask the House of Represent-
atives to join me in congratulating Lawrence L.
Kitching, Jr. for recommitting himself to the
pursuit of excellence and integrity and to
TruTech Heating and Cooling, the District of
Columbia 2015 Small Business of the Year.

——————

HONORING LAKE WORTH DRAIN-

AGE DISTRICT AS IT CELE-
BRATES 100 YEARS OF OPER-
ATION

HON. THEODORE E. DEUTCH

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 9, 2015

Mr. DEUTCH. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
honor of the Lake Worth Drainage District,
which is celebrating its 100th Anniversary of
providing water management services to the
Palm Beach County community.

For the past 100 years, the District has
managed the surface water resources of
southeastern Palm Beach County. Overseeing
a complex system of 500 miles of canals and
20 major water control structures, the Lake
Worth Drainage District has continued to pro-
tect our lands from the dangers of both flood
and drought. Their tireless efforts have not
only met the demands of our evolving urban
and agricultural communities, but also bol-
stered employment and business growth op-
portunities. The amount of time and effort the
District and its employees have expended for
the betterment of their community is truly ad-
mirable and exhibits a level of commitment
worthy of recognition. With their support Palm
Beach County has remained the Winter Vege-
table Capital of the United States.

| happily congratulate the District and its
employees on a century of hard work and
dedication to the urban and agricultural com-
munity of South Florida. It is with great pleas-
ure that | honor them.

HONORING THE CAREER OF
CAROLYN SIMS

HON. KENNY MARCHANT

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 9, 2015

Mr. MARCHANT. Mr. Speaker, today |
honor the career and celebrate the retirement
of a dedicated and tireless public servant,
Carolyn Sims, who most recently worked as
Precinct Administrator for County Commis-
sioner Gary Fickes of Tarrant County, Texas.
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