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On June 3, 1915, the first formal training for
wastewater operators in the United States was
held at lowa State College in Ames, lowa.
This meeting was an effort to address water
quality problems with a personal touch, in
order to explain the best practices for the suc-
cessful operation of the state’s water treat-
ment facilities. The association was formally
founded in 1927 and except for brief interrup-
tions during times our nation was at war, has
continued their legacy of improving the quality
of our state’s water to this day.

Throughout the many years the IAWEA has
thrived to meet the needs of the people in the
area by providing excellent information on
many aspects of water pollution control, water
quality, and protection of the environment. |
congratulate the lowa Water Environment As-
sociation on this historic anniversary. It is an
honor to represent IAWEA members in the
United States Congress, and | wish the lowa
Water Environment Association continued suc-
cess well into the future.

————

IN RECOGNITION OF THE DISTIN-
GUISHED CAREER OF IRA GOLD-
STEIN
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Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Mr. Speaker, today | rise
to recognize the retirement of Ira Goldstein,
National Director, U.S. Federal Practice at
Deloitte LLP. Ira will soon retire after 13 years
with Deloitte and a distinguished career serv-
ing the public and private sector spanning four
decades.

Since joining Deloitte in 2003, Ira created
and developed Deloitte’s Federal client service
capabilities. He has served a broad range of
Federal clients, including Cabinet agencies,
and has been a member of Deloitte’s Federal
leadership team—most recently as its Civilian
Sector Leader bringing innovative and leading
edge solutions to the Federal government.

Ira’s roots are embedded in public service
where he spent 17 years working for the Fed-
eral government, including as U.S. Assistant
Comptroller General and Chief Operating Offi-
cer at the U.S. General Accounting Office
(GAO)—now renamed the Government Ac-
countability Office. In this capacity, Ira was re-
sponsible for GAO operations, including per-
formance management, strategic planning, fi-
nancial management, quality assurance, work-
force development and information systems.
Previously, he served as Acting Associate
Commissioner of Social Security and Director
of Policy for Family Assistance, with oversight
of the $14 billion Aid to Families with Depend-
ent Children (cash welfare) Program. Ira
began his Federal career in the Office of Plan-
ning and Evaluation at the Department of
Health, Education and Welfare (now Health
and Human services) and served as Director
of the HEW Secretary’s Policy Statement
Staff.

Prior to entering government, Ira was Dep-
uty Program Manager for Infiltration Surveil-
lance services at Hazeltine Corporation serv-
ing the Naval Air Systems Command during
the Vietnam War.
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Ira received his Bachelor of Science degree
from the University of Pennsylvania and his
Masters of Business Administration with Dis-
tinction from Harvard Business School. He has
served on various boards and community or-
ganizations and is currently a Fellow at the
National Academy of Public Administration, a
Director at the National College Access Net-
work, and a Washington Regional Board
Member at the Anti-Defamation League.

Ira’s passion for improving the way the gov-
ernment works and operates, ultimately to
service the citizen, has been a theme through-
out his professional career. He is currently
working on a book focused on the keys to
managing success in the federal government.
Ira’s federal management experience and pri-
vate sector insights will help professionals and
students better understand how to be effective
in the federal environment.

On behalf of the people of the 8th Congres-
sional District in Maryland, | would like to
thank Ira for his years of service and wish
him, his wife Linda and his family all the best
in the years to come.

RECOGNIZING THE BUFFALO
CHAPTER OF THE LINKS FOR ITS
OUTSTANDING COMMITMENT TO
THE BUFFALO COMMUNITY FOR
65 YEARS

HON. BRIAN HIGGINS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 10, 2015

Mr. HIGGINS. Mr. Speaker, | stand before
you today to recognize and honor the Buffalo
Chapter of the Links for its work in the Buffalo
community. The Buffalo Chapter of the Links
has dedicated their time to aiding the Buffalo
area through individual and collective vol-
unteerism, as well as charitable giving and
scholarship awards.

The Buffalo Chapter of the Links is one of
281 chapters in the United States that encom-
passes national and area initiatives while ad-
dressing the needs of the local community
through 6 main facets: Services to the Youth,
the Arts, National Trends and Services, Inter-
national Trends and Services, Health and
Human Services, and Women'’s Issues. Sev-
eral members of the Buffalo Chapter have
held area and national offices, including Link
Thelma Hardiman, who served as National
Vice President and Eastern Area Director, and
Link Cecilia Henderson, who served as East-
ern Area Vice Director, Eastern Area Director,
and National Secretary. Being the 14th chap-
ter chartered in the East and the 20th chapter
chartered nationally, the Buffalo Chapter has a
long history of service to the community, now
celebrating 65 years.

Throughout the Chapter's 65 years, they
have collected over $600,000 in money for
scholarships and have performed 150,200
hours, collectively, of service to the commu-
nity. The Buffalo Chapter of the Links has
worked on various projects in the Western
New York region. They have supported local
school districts through projects including but
not limited to after school book clubs. As well,
the Buffalo Chapter has also volunteered with
the Buffalo Philharmonic Fund Drive for mem-
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bership, with an emphasis on enrolling people
of color; built 2 schools in South Africa, and
have assisted women transitioning from serv-
ice to their county to reentering the commu-
nity.

Mr. Speaker, thank you for allowing me a
few moments to honor and recognize the Buf-
falo Chapter of the Links. | ask that my col-
leagues join me congratulating the Buffalo
Chapter of the Links on an accomplished his-
tory of charitable giving, and to commend
them for the exemplary work they have done
to enrich the communities of Western New
York for the last 65 years.

———

RECOGNIZING THE KOREA TIMES
10,000TH ISSUE AND 46TH ANNI-
VERSARY
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Mr. CONNOLLY. Mr. Speaker, | rise to rec-
ognize and congratulate the Korea Times as
the newspaper celebrates its 10,000th edition
and its 46th anniversary of providing news to
the Korean-American community. It is the Ko-
rean-American community’s largest and oldest
newspaper.

In my congressional district, across Northern
Virginia and the Washington region, and
across the nation, the Korea Times fills an in-
valuable role in providing the community with
a daily mix of news and features highlighting
local, regional, national, and international
issues of interest to Korean-Americans.

Here in the United States, the Korea Times
provides its readers with insightful coverage of
the latest news and events from the Korean
Peninsula. When 304 people, many of them
secondary school students, perished in the
tragic sinking of the ferry MV Sewol in April of
2014, the Korea Times served as a lifeline to
those Korean-Americans seeking information
about family and friends involved in the dis-
aster.

During my more than 20 years of elected of-
fice as a district supervisor and Chairman of
the Fairfax County Board of Supervisors and
as the current Congressman for the 11th Dis-
trict of Virginia, I've had considerable inter-
action with the professional staff of the Korea
Times, based in my district and in Wash-
ington, D.C.

On issues | have worked on as co-chair of
the Congressional Korea Caucus and as a
senior member of the House Foreign Affairs
Committee ranging from Korean family reunifi-
cation and North Korea sanctions to the
Korea-U.S. Free Trade Agreement, Korea
Times’ journalists have diligently reported on
the importance of these matters to their read-
ers.

In print, on the Internet, and via social
media, the Korea Times is an important asset
to the Korean-American community in my
Northern Virginia district and across the na-
tion. | join my Korean-American constituents
and community leaders in congratulating the
Korea Times on its 46 years of service and
wish the newspaper many more years of suc-
cess.
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