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Reverse-targeting of American citizens is in-
consistent with the Constitution and must stop
now.

Opponents of civil liberties will argue that
these mass invasions of privacy will make us
safer.

Americans should not have to give up their
constitutional rights for national security.

Casting too wide of a collection net for intel-
ligence can be a distraction from the analysis
necessary to stop plots and—to counter ter-
rorism.

Let's be clear: The NSA should keep close
watch on suspected terrorists to keep our
country safe.

But before invading the privacy of American
citizens, a warrant must and can be obtained
in a timely manner.

Programs that permit due process and are
held accountable by an open court will serve
as a just way to collect intelligence.

The sacrifice of our personal liberty for se-
curity is and will forever be a false choice.

| have introduced several pieces of legisla-
tion that would restrain the federal govern-
ment: This legislation includes H.R. 2233, the
End Warrantless Surveillance of Americans
Act. H.R. 2233 would prohibit warrantless
searches of government databases for infor-
mation that pertains to U.S. citizens. It would
also forbid government agencies from man-
dating or requesting “back doors” into com-
mercial products that can be used for surveil-
lance.

This legislation mirrors an amendment that
was offered to the USA Freedom Act, which
was backed by a broad bipartisan coalition, in-
cluding members of Congress and outside
groups across the political spectrum.

The fight for NSA reform is ongoing, and |
will continue to stand up and defend the Bill of
Rights.

And that’s just the way it is.

RECOGNIZING TIM SBRANTI ON
HIS RETIREMENT

HON. ERIC SWALWELL

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 11, 2015

Mr. SWALWELL of California. Mr. Speaker,
| want to take this opportunity to recognize a
great teacher, mentor, and friend, Tim Sbranti,
as he retires after 17 years of public school
teaching.

Since 1978, Tim has been a resident of our
shared hometown, Dublin, California. Tim’s
service to Dublin started early, serving as stu-
dent body president at Dublin High School and
on the Parks and Community Service Com-
mission.

After graduating from California State Uni-
versity, Sacramento, Tim returned to his
hometown to teach and coach at his high
school alma mater. | was fortunate enough to
have Tim as my economics teacher, mock trial
advisor, and tennis coach. As an educator,
Tim encouraged me and countless other
young people to help our community and go
into public service. Over the past 17 years,
few people have shaped the lives and inspired
more youth in Dublin than Tim Sbranti.

Tim’s advocacy for public education reached
beyond Dublin. He worked as the chair of the
California Teachers Association’s Political In-
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volvement Committee and led Californians
Dedicated to Education. Beyond education,
Tim has committed himself to working in all
areas to better our local community. | was
honored to serve with Tim when he and | were
members of the Dublin City Council. Tim
served on the City Council from 2002 to 2006,
and as Dublin’s mayor, from 2008 and 2014.

While always putting his hometown first, Tim
has also been active in advancing opportunity
in the greater Tri-Valley area. Tim has served
as a board member of the Tri-Valley Housing
and Opportunity Center, Dublin Historical
Preservation Association, and Las Positas
College Foundation. And, he is a past presi-
dent of the Dublin Lions Club.

| am honored today to have the opportunity
to publicly recognize Tim's many years of
teaching and contributions to our shared
hometown and the Tri-Valley.

HONORING BURNEY STARKS
HON. RAUL M. GRIJALVA

OF ARIZONA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 11, 2015

Mr. GRIJALVA. Mr. Speaker, | wish to rec-
ognize a leader in Tucson’s community who
dedicated his life to serve others.

Mr. Starks was a 1969 graduate of Pueblo
High School, a proud Pueblo Warrior. In 1974
he graduated with honors from the University
of Arizona where he also played football for
the Wildcats. He then earned a Master's de-
gree from Troy University. He was also known
for his skills as an actor and singer. He ap-
peared onstage in productions such as “Driv-
ing Miss Daisy” and “Look Ma, We’re Danc-
ing,” as well as many others. Mr. Starks also
sang with the True Devotion Motown Revue.

Mr. Starks was a U.S. Army veteran. He
went on active duty as an Army officer and
had tours of duty in Georgia, Indiana, Missouri
and South Korea. Following his initial active
duty tour he returned to Tucson where he
hosted a TV talk show called “Looking Black”
and worked for Tucson Unified School District.
He returned to active duty in 1981 and retired
from the military service in 1996 at the rank of
Major. After leaving active duty he worked for
the Tucson Urban League and returned to
Tucson Unified School District. Mr. Burney
Starks was known as the long time educator
at Pueblo High School, a school counselor
specializing in dropout prevention. He instilled
in the minds of those who didn’t believe in
themselves that they could accomplish any-
thing they set their minds to, that nothing was
out of reach as long as they wanted it enough
and were willing to work towards it. Mr. Starks
was also known for the many community ac-
tivities he was a part of and in some cases
was the driving force for. Burney served on
the boards of the Tucson Arizona Boys Cho-
rus, the Dunbar Coalition, the America Israel
Friendship League, the Southern Arizona Aca-
demic Decathlon, the Pueblo Warrior Alumni
Foundation and as President of the Board of
the Tucson Juneteenth Festival Committee.
He also served as Lieutenant Governor for
Kiwanis International where he had been a
member for 35 years; He was past com-
mander in the Military Order of the World
Wars and past president in the Reserve Offi-
cers Association.
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He is survived by his wife Ruth M. Starks,
5 children Benjamin S., Burnes O. lll, Eliza-
beth M., Bryan M., and Rebekah R.

Burney has 9 Siblings/Gary E., Daryl D.,
Terry L., Charles G., Donna R., Harry J., Jac-
queline B., Larry D., and Timothy B.

Burney Starks has left a legacy which he
will be remembered for and honored for years
to come.

———

IN HONOR OF ELIJAH ‘‘SONNY”’
SINGLETON, JR.

HON. DONALD NORCROSS

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 11, 2015

Mr. NORCROSS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to offer my sincere condolences and to honor
the memory of Elijah “Sonny” Singleton, Jr.,
for his achievements, contributions, and serv-
ice to his community as a loving father and pil-
lar of civic engagement.

Elijah Singleton spent his life serving his
community as a teamster, putting the needs of
others before his own. Elijah was also active
as a member of his local union, imparting the
importance of citizenship to his children at an
early age. He taught them the value of a day’s
work and to appreciate life’s gifts and opportu-
nities.

His monumental example was the inspira-
tion for his son, Troy, who now serves in the
New Jersey General Assembly. Pursuing a life
of service and following the lessons of his fa-
ther, Troy once remarked that his father never
looked for short cuts because true success
only comes as a result of hard work and dili-
gence.

Mr. Speaker, Elijah Singleton’s dedication to
family, community, and public service was evi-
dent. As a family man, he constantly sur-
rounded himself with those he cared for, and
no one worked harder or loved more passion-
ately than Elijah. He is survived by two de-
voted sons, Troy and Derrick, and six adoring
grandchildren. | join the South Jersey commu-
nity and the State of New Jersey in honoring
the life and accomplishments of this great
man.

HONORING FRANK NASH

HON. JASON SMITH

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 11, 2015

Mr. SMITH of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to honor Frank Nash from Ironton, Mis-
souri for his academic success and service to
our community.

Frank has set a wonderful example of hard
work and a dedication to serve others. Now an
Eagle Scout, Frank has earned nine Eagle
Palms since he started as a Tiger Cub with
the Boy Scouts. For his Eagle Scout project,
Frank built tables and chairs for senior adults
at his church to use. He also built a flower box
to decorate the First Baptist Church of Pilot
Knob’s sign.

He is the salutatorian of his graduating class
and has already earned more than 40 college
credits through his high school’s advanced
placement program. He will be attending the
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