
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H4167 June 11, 2015 
If a family member has a head injury 

or a stroke or Alzheimer’s illness, a 
doctor would not hesitate to explain 
the medical concerns to a family mem-
ber. A doctor would do this because the 
doctor recognizes the brain illness can 
make the individual unable to clearly 
understand the severity of his illness. 
According to the current HIPAA laws, 
when a child is in severe psychosis, the 
doctor is unable to tell the parents 
anything. 

We must recognize that severe men-
tal illness like schizophrenia, bipolar, 
and severe depression is brain disease— 
it is not an attitude. It is not some-
thing cured by pulling oneself up by 
the bootstraps no more than dementia 
is cured by a different outlook on life 
or by a motivational poster. We cannot 
continue to make care the most dif-
ficult for those who have the most dif-
ficulty in caring for themselves. This 
has to change. There is merit to those 
70,000 complaints, and we must address 
them compassionately. 

The Helping Families in Mental 
Health Crisis Act, H.R. 2646, allows the 
doctor or mental health professional to 
provide the diagnosis, treatment plans, 
appointment scheduling, and prescrip-
tions for an individual with a serious 
mental illness to a known caregiver. 
This change would apply to those who 
can benefit from care yet who are un-
able to follow through on their own 
self-directed care. 

Put yourself in the shoes of a family 
member. Imagine yourself trying to 
help a parent or a sibling or a child, 
and a caseworker who doesn’t even 
know your family member can’t help 
you because he is bound from letting 
you—a loving and caring parent—help 
your son or daughter. The law puts you 
behind this heartless barrier where you 
have to passively watch your child 
wither away. But what parent would 
not run into a burning building or 
throw himself in front of a car to save 
his child? Yet, with our current HIPAA 
laws, you have to watch and suffer 
along with your child. 

We have to change this, and H.R. 2646 
does make this important change. My 
legislation does not allow for the shar-
ing of psychotherapy notes or of per-
sonal conversations between a thera-
pist and a patient. It is limited to the 
information that is essential to caring 
for someone with a serious mental ill-
ness to make sure he stays in care. 
Let’s make it easier. Let’s make it 
more compassionate for those who need 
help the most. I urge my colleagues to 
please support H.R. 2646 and to sign on 
as cosponsors. 
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GENESIS WITH REVELATIONS YET 
TO COME 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Texas (Mr. AL GREEN) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. AL GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speak-
er, it is always a preeminent privilege 
to stand in the well of the House of 
Representatives to advocate on behalf 

of my constituents in the Ninth Con-
gressional District of Texas, but it is 
also a greater honor to advocate on be-
half of the American people. I contend 
that no one could have predicted that I 
would have had this great opportunity 
at my birth, and I am always grateful 
to have it, and I want people to know 
that I appreciate it greatly. 

Mr. Speaker, last night, the House of 
Representatives passed a bipartisan 
piece of legislation, H. Res. 295. This is 
a resolution that would encourage law 
enforcement agencies to use body cam-
eras. It passed overwhelmingly, and I 
am here today to express my gratitude 
to the many Members who supported 
this piece of legislation. 

I would like to start with the leader-
ship. I am honored that the leadership 
supported it because, without the sup-
port of leadership, legislation does not 
come to the floor. 

Mr. BOEHNER, I am grateful that you 
supported and allowed it to come to 
the floor. 

Ms. PELOSI, I am grateful that you 
supported and allowed it to come to 
the floor. 

Mr. HOYER, I am honored that we had 
the opportunity to visit with you about 
it as well as with other members of 
leadership, including Mr. BOEHNER, and 
that you allowed it to come to the 
floor. 

I also want to mention the chair of 
the Judiciary Committee, Mr. GOOD-
LATTE. He allowed us to visit with him 
about this legislation. We are grateful 
that he participated in the process and 
allowed it to come to the floor. 

I am also especially honored to men-
tion Mr. CONYERS, the sage of the 
House of Representatives, the dean of 
the House of Representatives, and I am 
grateful that he has been under-
standing and has given us the oppor-
tunity to have this piece of legislation 
come to the floor in the form of a reso-
lution. 

There were Members who supported 
this, and they were cosponsors. I have 
to mention my very dear friend Mr. 
CLEAVER. I will say candidly that, 
without him, we wouldn’t have been 
able to have succeeded. He has been a 
partner with me on this legislation, 
and we have worked through the en-
tirety of the process. 

I will mention Mr. TED POE from 
Texas. He and I were lawyers together, 
and we were judges together. He was 
the first person to actually sign onto 
the resolution, and that meant some-
thing to have his support. 

Mr. POE, I am grateful that you 
signed on as the first original cospon-
sor, and my prayer is that this piece of 
legislation is something that you will 
be proud of in the years to come. 

Mr. LUETKEMEYER signed onto it, Mr. 
LACY CLAY, Mr. YODER, and Ms. 
CLARKE—all persons who were original 
cosponsors of the legislation. I am 
grateful that they chose to allow their 
names to be associated with it, and I 
am grateful to all of the Members of 
the House of Representatives who 
voted for it, some 421 Members. 

Let me now just focus on the legisla-
tion for just a moment and remind ev-
erybody that this, in a metaphorical 
sense, is not the end; it is the begin-
ning. In a metaphorical sense, it is not 
the closing argument as we might have 
in a trial; it is the opening statement. 
As a Christian, in a metaphorical 
sense, this is Genesis; it is not Revela-
tion. There are many other things to 
come. In fact, we have a piece of legis-
lation—the CAM TIP Act—that is cur-
rently pending before the House, and 
my hope is that we will get some addi-
tional cosponsors on that piece of legis-
lation. 

As for this piece of legislation, let me 
announce that what it does is to sim-
ply provide encouragement to law en-
forcement agencies to know that the 
consensus of the House of Representa-
tives is that you have body cameras. 
We ask that you please consider the ra-
tionale for body cameras. 

One, transparency. This means that 
there won’t be disputes about what 
happened. With cameras, you can still 
have some disputes. This is not a pan-
acea; it will not cure all that ails some 
of our concerns. Yet it does provide 
some empirical evidence, empirical evi-
dence that we would not acquire other-
wise because of the contentions that 
can be at odds with each other about 
facts. By the way, as a judge, I know 
that you can have persons with the 
best of intentions who can see the same 
facts and come away with different 
conclusions as to what occurred. This 
provides the additional transparency. 

It also provides an opportunity for us 
to allow this evidence to go into court. 
It is not enough for the public to see 
what is going on. Those who serve as 
jurors will have an opportunity to see 
what happened and base their decisions 
on more than what one person says as 
opposed to what another person says. 

I am proud to tell you that the piece 
of legislation will provide an oppor-
tunity for people to adjust their behav-
ior. A wonderful thing can happen 
when cameras are on. People will know 
that they are being watched, and they 
can adjust their behavior. 

I am so honored that the legislation 
has passed, and I am grateful for the 
opportunity to speak this morning. I 
thank those who were supportive of it. 
This is the genesis. The revelations are 
yet to come. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers are reminded to address their re-
marks to the Chair and not to other 
Members. 

f 

IN SUPPORT OF CUBAN HISTORIAN 
GUSTAVO PEREZ SILVERIO 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
Florida (Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN) for 5 min-
utes. 

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise this morning to support Gustavo 
Perez Silverio, an historian in Cuba 
who has had to endure continued 
threats from Castro’s state security 
forces. 
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