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a feeling like there’s an occupying
force’” and ‘‘can send the wrong mes-
sage.”’

So this is the concern that justified
keeping lifesaving gear from police of-
ficers. So, according to the administra-
tion, the need to save police officers’
lives in the line of duty is something
that should be weighed against and, in
fact, sacrificed to the desire to prevent
distrust or discomfort on the part of
others. How many police officers’ lives
are we going to sacrifice? One? Twen-
ty? One-hundred? This is outrageous.

BEach day across America, there are
780,000 law enforcement officers who
put on a badge and uniform, and they
answer the call of those in need no
matter the danger. When others run
away, they run to the problem. The
rest of us in America rely on these law
enforcement officers doing their job.
The people who live in high-crime
areas, often ethnic minorities living in
high-poverty areas of our inner cities—
these are the folks who most depend on
those officers. When those officers are
held back, we all pay a steep price, but
the residents of those communities pay
the steepest price.

I just hope we in the Federal Govern-
ment will stop putting obstacles in the
way of law enforcement and start sup-
porting them. I hope we as a nation
will stop scapegoating law enforcement
and start thanking them. If we fail to
reverse the Ferguson effect, what we
will see is more violent crime and more
suffering of our people.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. BOOZMAN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

————
BIPARTISANSHIP

Mr. BOOZMAN. Mr. President, over
the past few years, bipartisanship has
not always fared well in the Senate. We
have been able to change the Cham-
ber’s culture for the better in 2015. Now
that is in jeopardy once again.

In the first half of the year, we had a
number of bipartisan accomplishments.
It kicked off with the passage of the
Clay Hunt Suicide Prevention for
American Veterans Act at the begin-
ning of the year. The new law will pro-
vide the VA with the personnel, serv-
ices, and proper tools to help veterans
facing mental illness struggles, which
is vital as it is estimated that 22 vet-
erans commit suicide every day. The
Clay Hunt act will help stop this tragic
and unacceptable trend.

Then we were able to pass the Justice
for Victims of Trafficking Act in a
unanimous fashion. This law will save
lives. It will restore dignity to the vic-
tims of these heinous crimes, and it
will help end modern-day slavery.
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We followed that with Ilegislation
that will give Congress a voice in the
President’s negotiations with Iran over
its illicit nuclear program. There was
such a strong show of bipartisanship on
this vote that it forced President
Obama to drop his initial veto threat.
Had we not maintained bipartisan
unity, there would be no review of the
Iran deal. There would be nothing stop-
ping President Obama from signing a
bad agreement with Iran. It is because
we stood together across party lines
that the American people will now
have a say in negotiations.

Before we adjourned for the Memo-
rial Day work period, we approved
granting the President trade pro-
motion authority. We worked together
to provide the President with the nec-
essary tools to negotiate a fair trade
deal while maintaining Congress’s im-
portant role in the process.

I say all this to highlight what we
can accomplish when we work to-
gether. Unfortunately, the minority
leader seems intent on ending that
streak.

We are in the midst of discussing an-
other bill which should have substan-
tial bipartisan support, the National
Defense Authorization Act. Yet, Minor-
ity Leader REID has called this vital,
traditionally bipartisan bill ‘‘a waste
of time.” This is a bill which, as the
senior Senator from Arizona has noted,
Congress has passed for 53 consecutive
years, including those when the minor-
ity leader controlled the Senate sched-
ule.

Far from a waste of time, the NDAA
helps us modernize our military to face
today’s security challenges. We live in
a dangerous world. We have to stay
ahead of those who would seek to harm
us, not fall behind them. This is no
time to be dismissive of our national
security needs.

It is also about the livelihood of over
1.4 million men and women on Active
Duty and 718,000 civilian personnel. We
are talking about the Nation’s largest
employer. The NDAA helps us ensure
that we are doing everything we need
to do to help them. So I think we can
all agree there is much in this bill that
needs to get done.

Unfortunately, the White House is
taking what should be a bipartisan bill
and using it to push for its own polit-
ical end game to increase domestic
spending. Worse yet, the President has
somehow convinced Senate Democrats
to go along with this misguided strat-
egy.

Instead of approaching this in a bi-
partisan manner, the minority leader
is forcing his caucus to carry water for
President Obama, who has indicated he
would veto the NDAA unless he gets
the domestic spending increases he is
demanding. That means the President
stands ready to block the policy pre-
scriptions and funding levels for the
Department of Defense unless we give
other agencies, such as the EPA, as
they try their additional power grab
through things like the Clean Water
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Act and extending that, and the IRS, as
they waste money on bonuses for their
employees—all of this is very dan-
gerous.

There will be plenty of time to de-
bate our domestic spending priorities
and allotments, but now is not the
time. Let’s get that bipartisan men-
tality back and finish the work that
needs to be done to protect our Nation.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Ms. HEITKAMP. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

——

HONORING VIETNAM VETERANS
AND NORTH DAKOTA’S SOLDIERS
WHO LOST THEIR LIVES IN VIET-
NAM

Ms. HEITKAMP. Mr. President,
today, as I have for a number of weeks,
I rise to speak about 11 North Dako-
tans who did not come home from the
Vietnam war. Each of these men gave
his life for our country.

Before I begin speaking about the 198
North Dakotans who died during Viet-
nam, I wish to thank my great friend,
Bill Anderson of Rutland, ND. Bill is a
marine, and he is a veteran of the Viet-
nam war.

Bill grew up in Rutland, attended the
University of North Dakota, and then
started law school at the University of
Colorado. It was the late 1960s, and
young men with college degrees were
being drafted. So Bill left law school,
enlisted in the Marine Corps, and was
trained to be an officer. In 1970, he ar-
rived in Vietnam and became the com-
mander of the 2nd Platoon of Delta
Company, 1st Battalion, 5th Marine
Regiment.

Bill’s own written words about the
impact the Vietnam war had on him
strike me. He didn’t choose to write
about his blindness caused by the ma-
laria vaccine that he took or his
lymphoma caused by Agent Orange ex-
posure. Instead, Bill focused on his ex-
perience in Vietnam and on the great-
ness of the 18- and 20-year-old Marines
with whom he served. Bill writes:

I am proud, every day, of the Marines I
served with in Vietnam. They did not shrink
from danger. They did not flinch at combat.
They did their duty with steadfast courage
of United States Marines, and for that Amer-
icans can, and should, be proud and grateful.

I am grateful for Bill’s service to our
country. I am also proud of his service
to my State. After his time in the Ma-
rines, Bill ran his family-owned insur-
ance business. And then, when he was
40 years old and had lost most of his vi-
sion, he returned to law school. Since
the 1980s, Bill has served many commu-
nities in southeastern North Dakota as
a private practice lawyer. In fact, I can
tell you this, as a lawyer myself: Bill
Anderson is one of the most brilliant
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