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Medical device manufacturers in Connecticut 
develop essential and lifesaving products that 
are critical to treating every patient whether in 
a physician’s office, a hospital, a nursing 
home, or in the field by emergency respond-
ers. They provide well-paying jobs throughout 
my district making products that are sold 
throughout our country and exported around 
the world. I will continue to call for the medical 
device tax to be responsibly replaced. 
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Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate Smriti and Siddhant Ahuja for 
earning the President’s Volunteer Service 
Award for the third consecutive year. 

This prestigious award recognizes those 
who have taken action to positively serve the 
world around them. It is a great honor to earn 
this recognition once, but to receive the award 
three years in a row is outstanding. Smriti and 
Siddhant are currently juniors at Seven Lakes 
High School. Since age 4, these twins have 
spent countless hours volunteering and have 
worked hard to inspire others through commu-
nity service. We are extremely proud of Smriti 
and Siddhant, and thank their parents for con-
stantly encouraging a life of helping others. 

On behalf of the Twenty-Second Congres-
sional District of Texas, congratulations again 
to Smriti and Siddhant Ahuja for earning the 
President’s Volunteer Service Award. We are 
excited to see where your service takes you. 
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Ms. BROWNLEY of California. Mr. Speaker, 
today I rise to recognize Jeffrey L. Baarstad, 
an influential and respected educator who has 
been committed to the success of our commu-
nity, and has bestowed an immeasurable and 
remarkable quality of education upon students 
in Ventura County. 

For over a decade, Superintendent Baarstad 
has served the Conejo Valley Unified School 
District with an unwavering commitment to the 
education of over 20,000 students within 27 
schools throughout the district. The Conejo 
Valley Unified School District is an essential 
resource for many residents of Ventura Coun-
ty and is one of the top ranked school districts 
in California thanks to the dedication of out-
standing educators like Superintendent 
Baarstad. 

The Conejo Valley Unified School District 
serves as a beacon, which continues to lead 
the way towards a higher standard of quality 
education and academic success for countless 
children across our community. The work that 
the Conejo Valley Unified School District has 
accomplished, with Dr. Baarstad at its helm, 
has been recognized for its distinction by 
many national and state organizations. In 

2010, Dr. Baarstad became the Super-
intendent of Conejo Valley Unified School Dis-
trict, and only three years later was recog-
nized as Superintendent of the Year by the 
Association of California School Administrators 
for his outstanding work. 

Extraordinary educators like Superintendent 
Baarstad exemplify Ventura County’s commit-
ment to education. Although Superintendent 
Baarstad will be retiring from Conejo Valley 
Unified School District, he is leaving a signifi-
cant mark on public education throughout the 
region, and an immense impact on our com-
munity. I am certain his work will continue to 
inspire educators in their own commitment to 
providing an excellent education to students in 
Ventura County. 

For these reasons, I graciously thank Super-
intendent Baarstad for his unwavering dedica-
tion as an educator for the past 35 years. It 
has been my sincere pleasure to work with Dr. 
Baarstad, whose influence will extend to many 
future generations. 
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Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and commend Isaiah 
Crowell, an outstanding football player and 
leader for the Cleveland Browns football team 
of the National Football League. Crowell will 
be hosting the Inaugural Isaiah Crowell Foot-
ball Camp on Saturday, June 20, 2015 at the 
A.J. McClung Memorial Stadium in Columbus, 
Georgia. 

Isaiah Crowell was born and raised in Co-
lumbus, Georgia, where he attended Carver 
High School. In high school, Isaiah excelled in 
football, track, and basketball. Upon gradua-
tion, Isaiah was a highly recruited athlete by 
the University of Alabama and the University 
of Georgia. In 2011, during a nationally tele-
vised conference, Isaiah chose to attend the 
University of Georgia. 

During his freshman season at UGA, Isaiah 
lead the football team with 850 rushing yards 
and five touchdowns, which led to him being 
named the SEC Freshman of the Year by the 
Associated Press in 2011. For his sophomore 
season, he transferred to Alabama State Uni-
versity where he was named the South-
western Athletic Conference Newcomer of the 
Year, after rushing for 842 yards and 15 
touchdowns. After two seasons, Isaiah fin-
ished fifth in Alabama State University’s his-
tory in points scored (160) and sixth in rushing 
yards (1,963). 

In the 2014 National Football League draft, 
Isaiah signed with the Cleveland Browns as 
an undrafted free agent. As a rookie, he made 
an immediate impact scoring two touchdowns 
in the season opener against the Pittsburgh 
Steelers. He finished his rookie season with 
eight touchdowns and over 600 yards. Isaiah 
will enter the 2015 football season as the 
starting running back for the Cleveland 
Browns. 

But more than being a remarkable athlete, 
Isaiah has been incredibly active in the com-
munities of Columbus, Georgia and Cleveland, 
Ohio and is dedicated to giving back to both 
communities. 

This weekend, Isaiah will be hosting a foot-
ball camp that is part of the USA Football 
FUNdamentals program in partnership with 
NFL Play60. This program introduces children 
to football by teaching basic skills in a fun and 
energetic environment. Certified clinicians use 
a series of drills to show passing, catching, 
and running skills in a non-contact setting. The 
purpose of this camp is to ensure that children 
are learning and having fun while being active. 

Isaiah was selected to bring this program to 
Columbus, Georgia, through the NFL Founda-
tion’s player grant program. The Columbus 
community is proud that Isaiah plans on mak-
ing this area a priority for his charitable efforts 
throughout his NFL career and beyond. 

Mr. Speaker, I have long said that in our 
area of Middle and Southwest Georgia, we 
have some of the best, the brightest, the most 
creative, and the most talented young people 
anywhere in the world. And Isaiah Crowell 
proves that beyond the shadow of a doubt! 
This young man is a true representation of 
what it means to triumph in the face of adver-
sity. Throughout his personal struggles, Isaiah 
has shown what it means to preserve and 
chase his dreams. I support Isaiah in his NFL 
career and I am immensely proud of the spirit 
of philanthropy that Isaiah is bringing to his 
local community. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join 
me, my wife Vivian, and the more than 
730,000 residents of Georgia’s Second Con-
gressional District in recognizing and com-
mending Isaiah Crowell for his remarkable ac-
complishments as an athlete and for his gen-
erous heart and humble spirit as a philan-
thropist. 
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Mr. SMITH of Washington. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise to congratulate Mr. Grant Jones, of 
KuKuRuZa Gourmet Popcorn of Seattle, on 
receiving the U.S. Small Business Administra-
tion’s (SBA) Washington State 2015 Young 
Entrepreneur of the Year award. 

Today’s KuKuRuZa began modestly as Pop-
corn Pavilion in the garage of his father-in-law, 
Charles Brown. Shortly after, in 2011, Grant 
was approached by the original owners of 
KuKuRuZa with an offer to sell their business 
to Grant, who jumped at the opportunity. In 
just three short years, Grant, together with the 
strong support of his wife, Ashley, grew 
KuKuRuZa into a multimillion dollar inter-
national company. 

Since 2011, KuKuRuZa has expanded from 
one downtown Seattle location to 17 stores in 
Washington state and around the world. Dur-
ing this time, KuKuRuZa’s sales have in-
creased substantially; from $360,000 in its first 
year to $2.7 million by 2014. Much of this suc-
cess is due to strong demand for KuKuRuZa’s 
products and the company’s expansion into 
international markets, which include 13 stores 
in Japan, Korea, Saudi Arabia, and Egypt. At 
the store location in Japan, for example, cus-
tomers are said to stand in line for up to two 
hours to purchase KuKuRuZa’s products. 

Despite its rapid growth into an international 
company, KuKuRuZa continues to put its con-
sumers first and strives to keep its ingredients 
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