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S. 1427, a bill to amend title XVIII of 
the Social Security Act to facilitate 
increased coordination and alignment 
between the public and private sector 
with respect to quality and efficiency 
measures. 

S. 1509 

At the request of Mr. CARPER, the 
names of the Senator from Illinois (Mr. 
KIRK) and the Senator from Minnesota 
(Ms. KLOBUCHAR) were added as cospon-
sors of S. 1509, a bill to amend title 
XVIII of the Social Security Act to 
provide for the coordination of pro-
grams to prevent and treat obesity, 
and for other purposes. 

S. 1512 

At the request of Mr. CASEY, the 
names of the Senator from Vermont 
(Mr. SANDERS) and the Senator from 
Rhode Island (Mr. REED) were added as 
cosponsors of S. 1512, a bill to elimi-
nate discrimination and promote wom-
en’s health and economic security by 
ensuring reasonable workplace accom-
modations for workers whose ability to 
perform the functions of a job are lim-
ited by pregnancy, childbirth, or a re-
lated medical condition. 

S. 1538 

At the request of Mr. DURBIN, the 
name of the Senator from Maryland 
(Mr. CARDIN) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 1538, a bill to reform the financing 
of Senate elections, and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 1544 

At the request of Mr. FLAKE, the 
name of the Senator from Missouri 
(Mrs. MCCASKILL) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1544, a bill to rescind un-
used earmarks provided for the Depart-
ment of Transportation, and for other 
purposes. 

S. RES. 200 

At the request of Mrs. FEINSTEIN, the 
names of the Senator from Hawaii (Ms. 
HIRONO), the Senator from Vermont 
(Mr. LEAHY), the Senator from Massa-
chusetts (Mr. MARKEY) and the Senator 
from Rhode Island (Mr. WHITEHOUSE) 
were added as cosponsors of S. Res. 200, 
a resolution wishing His Holiness the 
14th Dalai Lama a happy 80th birthday 
on July 6, 2015, and recognizing the 
outstanding contributions His Holiness 
has made to the promotion of non-
violence, human rights, interfaith dia-
logue, environmental awareness, and 
democracy. 

S. RES. 204 

At the request of Mr. CARDIN, the 
name of the Senator from Connecticut 
(Mr. MURPHY) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. Res. 204, a resolution recognizing 
June 20, 2015 as ‘‘World Refugee Day’’. 

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS 

SENATE RESOLUTION 207—RECOG-
NIZING THREATS TO FREEDOM 
OF THE PRESS AND EXPRESSION 
AROUND THE WORLD AND RE-
AFFIRMING FREEDOM OF THE 
PRESS AS A PRIORITY IN EF-
FORTS OF THE UNITED STATES 
GOVERNMENT TO PROMOTE DE-
MOCRACY AND GOOD GOVERN-
ANCE 
Mr. CASEY (for himself, Mr. RUBIO, 

and Mr. WYDEN) submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; which was referred 
to the Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions: 

S. RES. 207 
Whereas Article 19 of the United Nations 

Universal Declaration of Human Rights, 
adopted at Paris December 10, 1948, states 
that ‘‘everyone has the right to freedom of 
opinion and expression; this right includes 
freedom to hold opinions without inter-
ference and to seek, receive, and impart in-
formation and ideas through any media and 
regardless of frontiers’’; 

Whereas, in 1993, the United Nations Gen-
eral Assembly proclaimed May 3 of each year 
as ‘‘World Press Freedom Day’’ to celebrate 
the fundamental principles of freedom of the 
press, to evaluate freedom of the press 
around the world, to defend the media from 
attacks on its independence, and to pay trib-
ute to journalists who have lost their lives in 
the exercise of their profession; 

Whereas, on December 18, 2013, the United 
Nations General Assembly adopted a resolu-
tion (A/RES/68/163) on the safety of journal-
ists and the issue of impunity, which un-
equivocally condemns all attacks and vio-
lence against journalists and media workers, 
including torture, extrajudicial killings, en-
forced disappearances, arbitrary detention, 
and intimidation and harassment in both 
conflict and non-conflict situations; 

Whereas 2015 is the 22nd anniversary of 
World Press Freedom Day, which focuses on 
the theme ‘‘Let Journalism Thrive! Towards 
Better Reporting, Gender Equality, and 
Media Safety in the Digital Age’’; 

Whereas the 2015 World Press Freedom 
prize was awarded to Syrian journalist and 
human rights activist Mazen Darwish, who 
remains imprisoned by the Assad regime; 

Whereas the Daniel Pearl Freedom of the 
Press Act of 2009 (Public Law 111–166; 22 
U.S.C. 2151 note), which was passed by unani-
mous consent in the Senate and signed into 
law by President Barack Obama in 2010, ex-
panded the examination of freedom of the 
press around the world in the annual human 
rights report of the Department of State; 

Whereas, according to Freedom House, 
only approximately 14 percent of the world’s 
inhabitants—or one in seven people—live in 
countries with a press ranked as ‘‘Free’’ by 
Freedom House; 

Whereas, according to Reporters Without 
Borders, 69 journalists and 19 citizen journal-
ists were killed in 2014 in connection with 
their collection and dissemination of news 
and information; 

Whereas, according to the Committee to 
Protect Journalists, the 3 deadliest countries 
for journalists on assignment in 2014 were 
Syria, Ukraine, and Iraq; 

Whereas, according to the Committee to 
Protect Journalists, more than 40 percent of 
the journalists killed in 2014 were targeted 
for murder and 31 percent of journalists mur-
dered reported receiving threats first; 

Whereas, according to the Committee to 
Protect Journalists, 650 journalists have 

been killed between 1992 and April 2015 with-
out the perpetrators of such crimes facing 
punishment; 

Whereas, according to the Committee to 
Protect Journalists, the 5 countries with the 
highest number of journalist murders that 
go unpunished, measured from 2004 to 2014, 
are Iraq, Somalia, the Philippines, Sri 
Lanka, and Syria; 

Whereas, according to Reporters Without 
Borders, 853 journalists and 122 citizen jour-
nalists were arrested in 2014; 

Whereas, according to the Committee to 
Protect Journalists, 221 journalists world-
wide were in prison as of December 1, 2014; 

Whereas, according to Reporters Without 
Borders, the 5 countries with the highest 
number of journalists in prison as of Decem-
ber 8, 2014 were China, Eritrea, Iran, Egypt, 
and Syria; 

Whereas, according to Reporters Without 
Borders’ 2015 World Press Freedom Index, 
Eritrea, North Korea, Turkmenistan, Syria, 
and China ranked lowest according to a 
range of criteria that include ‘‘media plu-
ralism and independence, respect for the 
safety and freedom of journalists, and the 
legislative, institutional and infrastructural 
environment in which the media operate’’; 

Whereas, according to the Committee to 
Protect Journalists, in 2014 Syria was the 
world’s deadliest country for journalists for 
the third year in a row; 

Whereas, according to the International 
Federation of Journalists, more than 40 jour-
nalists and media staff have been killed 
since January 2015; 

Whereas, according to Reporters Without 
Borders, the Government of the Russian Fed-
eration continued to intensify its pressure 
on the media to bring independent news out-
lets under control or be throttled out of ex-
istence; 

Whereas Freedom House has cited a dete-
riorating environment for internet freedom 
around the world and ranked Iran, Syria, 
China, Cuba, and Ethiopia as ‘‘Not Free’’ and 
having the worst obstacles to access, limits 
on content, and violations of user rights 
among the 65 countries and territories rated 
by Freedom House in 2014; 

Whereas freedom of the press is absolutely 
essential to the creation and maintenance of 
free and open societies and a key component 
of democratic governance, the activism of 
civil society, and socioeconomic develop-
ment; and 

Whereas freedom of the press enhances 
public accountability, transparency, and par-
ticipation: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) commemorates World Press Freedom 

Day by commending journalists like Mazen 
Darwish and others around the world for the 
vital role they play in supporting open and 
democratic societies, promoting government 
accountability, and strengthening civil soci-
ety; 

(2) expresses concern about the threats to 
freedom of the press and expression around 
the world, and pays tribute to journalists 
who have lost their lives carrying out their 
work; 

(3) pays tribute to the journalists who have 
lost their lives carrying out their work; 

(4) calls on governments abroad to imple-
ment United Nations General Assembly Res-
olution (A/RES/68/163), by thoroughly inves-
tigating and seeking to resolve outstanding 
cases of violence against journalists, includ-
ing murders and kidnappings, while ensuring 
the protection of witnesses; 

(5) condemns all actions around the world 
that suppress freedom of the press, includ-
ing: the brutal murders of journalists by the 
terrorist group ISIS, violent attacks against 
media outlets like the French satirical mag-
azine Charlie Hebdo, and kidnappings of 
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journalists and media workers in eastern 
Ukraine by pro-Russian militant groups; 

(6) reaffirms the centrality of freedom of 
the press to efforts by the United States 
Government to support democracy, mitigate 
conflict, and promote good governance do-
mestically and around the world; and 

(7) calls on the President and the Secretary 
of State— 

(A) to improve the means by which the 
United States Government rapidly identifies, 
publicizes, and responds to threats against 
freedom of the press around the world; 

(B) to urge foreign governments to trans-
parently investigate and bring to justice the 
perpetrators of attacks against journalists; 
and 

(C) to highlight the issue of threats against 
freedom of the press year-round. 

f 

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLU-
TION 18—RECOGNIZING THE 
DAISY AS THE FLOWER FOR 
MILITARY CAREGIVERS 
Mr. BURR (for himself, Mrs. MURRAY, 

and Mr. BLUMENTHAL) submitted the 
following concurrent resolution; which 
was referred to the Committee on Vet-
erans’ Affairs: 

S. CON. RES. 18 

Whereas military caregivers are nameless, 
courageous, giving individuals whose deter-
mination and sacrifices are rarely acknowl-
edged and little-known outside of the mili-
tary community; 

Whereas a military caregiver provides 
medical care to a member of the uniformed 
services or veteran who suffers from a phys-
ical, mental, or emotional wound or injury; 

Whereas a military caregiver is a father, 
mother, spouse, sibling, family member, or 
loved one of an injured member of the uni-
formed services or veteran; 

Whereas since the first armed conflict of 
the United States, injured veterans have 
been cared for by family members and loved 
ones after returning home from combat; 

Whereas since the Revolutionary War, 
military caregivers in the United States 
have tended to injured veterans as the vet-
erans have recovered from seen and unseen 
wounds from combat operations; 

Whereas military caregivers have shown 
time and time again, regardless of the con-
flict, that caring for those who return home 
is a part of the character of the United 
States; 

Whereas many of the members of the uni-
formed services and veterans who served in 
Operation Enduring Freedom or Operation 
Iraqi Freedom— 

(1) suffered wounds or injuries; and 
(2) require assistance from a caregiver to 

complete either activities of daily living 
such as bathing, dressing, and feeding, or in-
strumental activities such as transportation, 
meal preparation, and health management; 

Whereas, according to a study of military 
caregivers conducted by the RAND Corpora-
tion, as many as 1,000,000 spouses, parents, 
and children of veterans have served or are 
currently serving as caregivers to veterans 
who served in Operation Enduring Freedom 
or Operation Iraqi Freedom; 

Whereas section 1672 of the National De-
fense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2008 
(10 U.S.C. 1071 note; 122 Stat. 481) introduced 
an expansion of medical care available to 
family caregivers; 

Whereas the Caregivers and Veterans Om-
nibus Health Services Act of 2010 (Public 
Law 111-163; 124 Stat. 1130) facilitated a new 
program for access to health insurance, men-
tal health services, caregiver training, and 
respite care by family caregivers of veterans 

who served in Operation Enduring Freedom 
or Operation Iraqi Freedom; 

Whereas the love and loyalty of military 
caregivers— 

(1) endures through the hardships of ex-
tended hospital stays, multiple surgeries, 
and lifetimes of care; and 

(2) helps create a fresh start that is hopeful 
even during difficult times; 

Whereas the daisy is a flower that symbol-
izes both— 

(1) loyalty to love; and 
(2) new beginnings; and 
Whereas there is no more appropriate rep-

resentation of the devotion and determina-
tion to overcome obstacles shown every day 
by military caregivers than the daisy: Now, 
therefore, be it 

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Rep-
resentatives concurring), That Congress— 

(1) honors military caregivers for service 
and sacrifice to the United States; 

(2) encourages the people of the United 
States— 

(A) to show support to military families; 
and 

(B) to recognize the sacrifices endured by 
those families in service to the United 
States; and 

(3) recognizes the daisy as the flower for 
military caregivers. 

f 

AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED AND 
PROPOSED 

SA 2070. Mrs. SHAHEEN submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed to 
amendment SA 2065 proposed by Mr. MCCON-
NELL (for himself and Mr. HATCH) to the bill 
H.R. 1295, to extend the African Growth and 
Opportunity Act, the Generalized System of 
Preferences, the preferential duty treatment 
program for Haiti, and for other purposes; 
which was ordered to lie on the table. 

SA 2071. Mrs. SHAHEEN submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by her 
to the bill H.R. 2146, to amend the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986 to allow Federal law 
enforcement officers, firefighters, and air 
traffic controllers to make penalty-free 
withdrawals from governmental plans after 
age 50, and for other purposes; which was or-
dered to lie on the table. 

SA 2072. Mr. MCCAIN (for himself and Ms. 
AYOTTE) submitted an amendment intended 
to be proposed by him to the bill H.R. 2146, 
supra; which was ordered to lie on the table. 

SA 2073. Mr. BROWN (for himself and Ms. 
WARREN) submitted an amendment intended 
to be proposed by him to the bill H.R. 2146, 
supra; which was ordered to lie on the table. 

SA 2074. Ms. WARREN submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by her 
to the bill H.R. 2146, supra; which was or-
dered to lie on the table. 

SA 2075. Mr. PORTMAN (for himself and 
Ms. STABENOW) submitted an amendment in-
tended to be proposed by him to the bill H.R. 
2146, supra; which was ordered to lie on the 
table. 

SA 2076. Mr. MCCONNELL (for Mr. 
BLUMENTHAL) proposed an amendment to the 
bill H.R. 91, to amend title 38, United States 
Code, to direct the Secretary of Veterans Af-
fairs to issue, upon request, veteran identi-
fication cards to certain veterans. 

f 

TEXT OF AMENDMENTS 

SA 2070. Mrs. SHAHEEN submitted 
an amendment intended to be proposed 
to amendment SA 2065 proposed by Mr. 
MCCONNELL (for himself and Mr. 
HATCH) to the bill H.R. 1295, to extend 
the African Growth and Opportunity 

Act, the Generalized System of Pref-
erences, the preferential duty treat-
ment program for Haiti, and for other 
purposes; which was ordered to lie on 
the table; as follows: 

At the end of title VII, add the following: 
SEC. 7lll. REPEAL OF DUPLICATIVE INSPEC-

TION AND GRADING PROGRAM. 
(a) FOOD, CONSERVATION, AND ENERGY ACT 

OF 2008.—Effective June 18, 2008, section 11016 
of the Food, Conservation, and Energy Act of 
2008 (Public Law 110–246; 122 Stat. 2130) is re-
pealed. 

(b) AGRICULTURAL ACT OF 2014.—Effective 
February 7, 2014, section 12106 of the Agricul-
tural Act of 2014 (Public Law 113–79; 128 Stat. 
981) is repealed. 

(c) APPLICATION.—The Federal Meat In-
spection Act (21 U.S.C. 601 et seq.) and the 
Agricultural Marketing Act of 1946 (7 U.S.C. 
1621 et seq.) shall be applied and adminis-
tered as if the provisions of law struck by 
this section had not been enacted. 

SA 2071. Mrs. SHAHEEN submitted 
an amendment intended to be proposed 
by her to the bill H.R. 2146, to amend 
the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to 
allow Federal law enforcement officers, 
firefighters, and air traffic controllers 
to make penalty-free withdrawals from 
governmental plans after age 50, and 
for other purposes; which was ordered 
to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing: 
SEC. lll. REPEAL OF DUPLICATIVE INSPEC-

TION AND GRADING PROGRAM. 
(a) FOOD, CONSERVATION, AND ENERGY ACT 

OF 2008.—Effective June 18, 2008, section 11016 
of the Food, Conservation, and Energy Act of 
2008 (Public Law 110–246; 122 Stat. 2130) is re-
pealed. 

(b) AGRICULTURAL ACT OF 2014.—Effective 
February 7, 2014, section 12106 of the Agricul-
tural Act of 2014 (Public Law 113–79; 128 Stat. 
981) is repealed. 

(c) APPLICATION.—The Federal Meat In-
spection Act (21 U.S.C. 601 et seq.) and the 
Agricultural Marketing Act of 1946 (7 U.S.C. 
1621 et seq.) shall be applied and adminis-
tered as if the provisions of law struck by 
this section had not been enacted. 

SA 2072. Mr. MCCAIN (for himself and 
Ms. AYOTTE) submitted an amendment 
intended to be proposed by him to the 
bill H.R. 2146, to amend the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986 to allow Federal 
law enforcement officers, firefighters, 
and air traffic controllers to make pen-
alty-free withdrawals from govern-
mental plans after age 50, and for other 
purposes; which was ordered to lie on 
the table; as follows: 

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing: 
SEC. llll. REPEAL OF DUPLICATIVE PRO-

GRAM. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Effective on the date of 

enactment of the Food, Conservation, and 
Energy Act of 2008 (7 U.S.C. 8701 et seq.), sec-
tion 11016 of that Act (Public Law 110–246; 122 
Stat. 2130) and the amendments made by 
that section are repealed. 

(b) APPLICATION.—The Agricultural Mar-
keting Act of 1946 (7 U.S.C. 1621 et seq.) and 
the Federal Meat Inspection Act (21 U.S.C. 
601 et seq.) shall be applied and administered 
as if section 11016 of the Food, Conservation, 
and Energy Act of 2008 (Public Law 110–246; 
122 Stat. 2130) and the amendments made by 
that section had not been enacted. 

SA 2073. Mr. BROWN (for himself and 
Ms. WARREN) submitted an amendment 
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