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The Senate met at 10 a.m. and was
called to order by the President pro
tempore (Mr. HATCH).

————
PRAYER

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer:

Let us pray.

O God, You are from everlasting to
everlasting. Keep us under Your watch-
ful eyes, that we may dwell in Your
eternal presence.

Lord, into Your care we entrust our
lawmakers. Help them to feel the com-
panionship of Your presence, as they
labor for liberty. Give them safety
from all danger and the wisdom to re-
member that You will never leave or
forsake them.

Be with the members of their staffs.
Control their thoughts as You fill them
with peace. Surround them with the
shield of Your Divine favor, sustaining
them in all they do and say. Be present
in their hearts as a Spirit of power,
joy, and contentment.

We pray in Your merciful Name.
Amen.

———

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
The President pro tempore led the
Pledge of Allegiance, as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY
LEADER

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. COT-
TON). The majority leader is recog-
nized.

——
MEASURE PLACED ON THE
CALENDAR—H.R. 160

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
understand there is a bill at the desk
that is due for a second reading.

Senate

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will read the bill by title for the
second time.

The bill clerk read as follows:

A bill (H.R. 160) to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to repeal the excise tax on
medical devices.

Mr. McCCONNELL. Mr. President, in
order to place the bill on the calendar
under the provisions of rule XIV, I ob-
ject to further proceedings.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-
tion is heard.

The bill will be placed on the cal-
endar.

————

TRADE FACILITATION AND TRADE
ENFORCEMENT ACT OF 2015

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask that the Chair lay before the Sen-
ate the House message accompanying
H.R. 644.

The Presiding Officer laid before the
Senate the following message from the
House of Representatives:

Resolved, That the House agree to the
amendment of the Senate to the title of the
bill (H.R. 644) entitled ‘“‘An Act to amend the
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to perma-
nently extend and expand the charitable de-
duction for contributions of food inventory,”’
and further

Resolved, That the House agree to the
amendment of the Senate, with an amend-
ment.

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
move to insist upon the Senate amend-
ment, agree to the request by the
House for a conference, and authorize
the Presiding Officer to appoint con-
ferees.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The mo-
tion is pending.

CLOTURE MOTION

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
send a cloture motion to the desk.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the
clerk to read the motion.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the mo-
tion to insist upon the Senate amendment,
agree to the request by the House for a con-
ference, and authorize the Presiding Officer
to appoint conferees with respect to H.R. 644.

Mitch McConnell, Johnny Isakson, David
Perdue, Chuck Grassley, Thom Tillis,
Marco Rubio, Daniel Coats, John Cor-
nyn, Mike Crapo, Michael B. Enzi,
Kelly Ayotte, Orrin G. Hatch, Roger F.
Wicker, Deb Fischer, Rob Portman,
Cory Gardner, Richard Burr.

ORDER OF PROCEDURE

Mr. McCCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that following
leader remarks, the time until 11 a.m.
this morning be equally divided be-
tween the leaders or their designees,
and that the second-degree filing dead-
line for H.R. 2146 and H.R. 1295 be 10:30
a.m. this morning.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection?

Without objection, it is so ordered.

TRADE

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, yes-
terday, the Senate’s top Democrat on
trade announced his support for the bi-
partisan trade legislation we will vote
on today.

It adds to the renewed momentum we
are seeing for America’s workers. It is
showing that Democrats can join Re-
publicans to knock down unfair inter-
national barriers that discriminate
against America’s middle class—bar-
riers that for too long have prevented
American workers from selling more of
what they make and American farmers
from selling more of what they grow. It
is demonstrating that both parties can
work together to strengthen America’s
national security at home and Amer-
ica’s leadership abroad, instead of sim-
ply ceding the future and one of the
world’s fastest growing regions to Chi-
nese aggression.

It is proving that our friends can
rally with us and support 1.4 million
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