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Today, it is $18,151,929,875,352.39. We’ve 

added $7,525,052,826,439.31 to our debt in 6 
years. This is over $7.5 trillion in debt our na-
tion, our economy, and our children could 
have avoided with a balanced budget amend-
ment. 
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TRIBUTE TO PELLA CORPORATION 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 9, 2015 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and congratulate the Pella 
Corporation of Pella, Iowa. Pella Corporation 
has reached an important milestone this year 
and I join them in celebrating their 90th anni-
versary of providing window services to Amer-
ica. 

Since its founding on February 6, 1925, 
Pella Corporation has strived to provide inno-
vative products to meet the needs of their cus-
tomers and has been determined to maintain 
excellence through even the toughest of times. 
They kept their doors open during the Great 
Depression, both World Wars, and the 2007– 
2009 recession. Even during these trying 
times, they have continued to care for their 
hardworking employees and the communities 
where their manufacturing facilities are lo-
cated. They continue to strive for excellence in 
everything they do and provide a beacon of 
leadership not only in Pella, but in the entire 
state of Iowa. 

It is with great honor that I recognize Pella 
Corporation and its hard working employees 
today for their hard work and perseverance. I 
also invite my colleagues in the House to join 
me in congratulating Pella Corporation on their 
90th anniversary. I wish them nothing but con-
tinued success for another 90 years. 
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TRIBUTE TO THE ANCIENT AND 
ACCEPTED SCOTTISH RITE MA-
SONS 

HON. JAMES E. CLYBURN 
OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 9, 2015 

Mr. CLYBURN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
offer my congratulations to the Ancient and 
Accepted Scottish Rite Masons as they cele-
brate their 151 years of service. 

The Scottish Rite Masons is a national orga-
nization of individuals that strive to enrich the 
lives of their members and enhance the com-
munities in which they live. The Scottish Rites’ 
first Supreme Council was founded in Charles-
ton, South Carolina in 1801, and a second Su-
preme Council was created in New York in 
1806. 

The Scottish Rite Masons’ mission pro-
claims that they ‘‘emulate the principles of 
brotherly love, tolerance, charity and truth 
while actively embracing high social, moral 
and spiritual values including fellowship, com-
passion, and dedication to God, family and 
country.’’ 

They also produce a strategic plan that dis-
plays five objectives, including offering Ma-
sonic knowledge, establishing a public rela-
tions department, supporting philanthropic ac-

tivities, providing a framework for effective 
leadership and providing financial stability for 
a long-term success of the Fraternity. 

The Scottish Rite Masons have been instru-
mental in assisting youth in their academic 
pursuits and have made generous contribu-
tions to the American Heart Association, 
American Cancer Foundation, YMCA, NAACP 
and a myriad of other non-profit entities. 

Mr. Speaker, The Ancient and Accepted 
Scottish Rite Masons have improved the lives 
of many and continue to make outstanding 
and a wide-range of contributions to our soci-
ety. I ask that you and my colleagues join me 
in congratulating them on this celebration. 
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IN HONOR OF NATIONAL 
GASTROPARESIS AWARENESS 
MONTH 

HON. GWEN MOORE 
OF WISCONSIN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 9, 2015 

Ms. MOORE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today on 
behalf of Americans affected by gastroparesis, 
also known as delayed gastric emptying, in 
observance of National Gastroparesis Aware-
ness Month in August. 

Gastroparesis is a chronic medical condition 
where the stomach cannot empty properly in 
the absence of any observable blockage. Fac-
tors causing gastroparesis may include long- 
standing diabetes, complications from sur-
geries, or other illnesses, such as MS and 
Parkinson’s disease. 

Gastroparesis is relatively common, affect-
ing an estimated 5 million Americans including 
thousands in my district in Milwaukee. While it 
can strike anyone at any age, gastroparesis is 
four times more likely to affect women than 
men. 

Gastroparesis can be debilitating and some-
times life threatening. Symptoms (including 
nausea or vomiting, stomach fullness, inability 
to finish a meal, and others) usually occur dur-
ing and after eating a normal sized meal and 
can result in problems, such as severe dehy-
dration, difficulty managing blood glucose lev-
els, obstruction, and malnutrition. 

There is no cure for gastroparesis. Treat-
ments like dietary measures, medications, pro-
cedures to maintain nutrition, and surgery can 
only reduce symptoms and related problems 
with the hope of maintaining quality of life. 

Studies reveal a growing incidence of 
gastroparesis, as well as increasing rates of 
related hospitalizations and emergency room 
visits. However, as gastroparesis is a poorly 
understood condition, delayed diagnosis, treat-
ment, and management of the condition are 
frequent challenges faced by this patient pop-
ulation. 

Gastroparesis creates a significant burden 
on individuals and families. It also places a 
burden of direct and indirect costs on the com-
munity, economy, and U.S. healthcare system. 

I applaud the efforts of nonprofit groups like 
the International Foundation for Functional 
Gastrointestinal Disorders (IFFGD) from Mil-
waukee, as well as other patient organiza-
tions, to provide education and support that 
will help those affected by gastroparesis. 

I urge my fellow colleagues to join me in 
recognizing August as National Gastroparesis 
Awareness Month in an effort to improve our 

understanding and awareness of this condi-
tion, as well as support increased research for 
effective treatments of people affected by 
gastroparesis. 
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IN MEMORY OF GERALDINE 
SIMMONS RUTLEDGE 

HON. DEBBIE DINGELL 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, July 9, 2015 

Mrs. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
with a heavy heart to honor the life of Mrs. 
Geraldine Rutledge. Known affectionately as 
‘‘Gerri’’ to her friends and family, she was born 
on April 8, 1945, and passed peacefully on 
Thursday, July 2, 2015 at her home sur-
rounded by her family and friends. 

Mrs. Rutledge received her formal education 
in the Ecorse Public School system in Ecorse, 
Michigan. She continued her higher education 
at Tennessee State University in Nashville, 
Tennessee, where she earned an under-
graduate degree in Elementary Education. 
She later received a graduate degree from 
Eastern Michigan University. Her teaching ca-
reer spanned more than thirty years in the Wil-
low Run Community Schools, and she retired 
in 2000 from Henry Ford Elementary School. 
During her tenure, she was an active member 
of the Michigan Education Association, served 
two consecutive terms as President of the 
local union, and touched the lives of countless 
children. 

On Christmas Eve, 1967, she married her 
college sweetheart, State Representative 
David Rutledge, a dear friend of mine. They 
are the loving parents of Felicia and Marcus 
and together, they supported each other’s en-
deavors in business and public service. 

As an active member of the community, 
Mrs. Rutledge was a faithful member of the 
Second Baptist Church of Ypsilanti. She con-
tinually worked to strengthen her relationship 
with God through biblical studies and church 
attendance. She was also an active member 
of the Red Hat Society, and Alpha Kappa 
Alpha Sorority, Inc. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
today to honor the life and memory of Mrs. 
Geraldine Rutledge. She lived a life worthy of 
recognition. As she makes her way to her 
heavenly home, may her family and friends 
take comfort in the memory of the love she 
shared and the contributions she made to her 
community. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO CHILDREN’S CANCER 
CONNECTION 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, July 9, 2015 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and congratulate Children’s 
Cancer Connection of Des Moines, Iowa. Chil-
dren’s Cancer Connection was recently recog-
nized for their outstanding commitment to 
business ethics by the Better Business Bureau 
(BBB) and presented with a 2015 Integrity 
Award. 

The Better Business Bureau has been de-
veloping and administering self-regulation pro-
grams for the business community for the past 
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