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Mr. PAULSEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to speak about an event this
weekend in Eden Prairie, Minnesota,
that will raise critical funds for cancer
research.

The Relay for Life brings together in-
dividuals from all walks of life that
have been affected by cancer as they
team up to find a cure. This year’s
event, which combines previous relays
that have taken place in Bloomington,
Eden Prairie, Richfield, Hopkins, and
Minnetonka, is aiming to raise over
$90,000 for cancer research.

Mr. Speaker, every year 14 million
people learn the devastating news that
they have cancer, and the Relay for
Life helps provide important funding
that helps develop the cures and treat-
ments that will also help millions of
people.

A big thank you to the organizers of
this event. Helping find a cure for can-
cer will not happen without the dedi-
cated effort and events like the Relay
for Life.

———
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SUPPORTING PLANNED
PARENTHOOD

(Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN. Mr.
Speaker, I am here this evening to cor-
rect the record on women’s health. As
the only woman in a tristate delega-
tion that includes New Jersey, Penn-
sylvania, and Delaware, I speak for
millions of women whose right to abor-
tion was codified by the Supreme Court
decades ago.

I also speak for the millions more
women who don’t come from States
like New Jersey where clinics that pro-
vide a full range of women’s health
services are accessible, States like
Texas, Louisiana, and Mississippi
where legislatures full of men would
love to see those clinics closed for
good.

Last week another antiabortion
group, under the guise of legitimate
news, released a doctored video to at-
tack Planned Parenthood. This attack
isn’t about the trumped-up claims in
the video.

It is about the same tired efforts to
make it harder for women from every
walk of life and every corner of the
country to make the health choices
that work for them.

It is sad that my colleagues on the
other side of the aisle are so quick to
hop on that bandwagon.

Enough, Mr. Speaker. This is enough
already.

———
IRAN NUCLEAR DEAL

(Mr. DESANTIS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. DESANTIS. Mr. Speaker, I hope
that every Member of this body reads
the joint comprehensive plan of action
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that the Obama administration has
agreed to with Iran. Because, if they
do, I think you will see overwhelming
majority vote to repudiate it.

You have heard about some of the
massive influx of cash for Iran. You
have heard about their ability to keep
their nuclear infrastructure, all these
hugely problematic provisions.

Interestingly, we talk about if Iran
violates the deal, we can snap back
economic sanctions. In fact, Iran can
snap back in a nuclear direction.

Here is what the agreement says:
Iran has stated that, if sanctions are
reinstated, in whole or in part, Iran
will treat that as grounds to cease per-
forming its commitment under this
JCPOA, in whole or in part.

That means, if Iran cheats and we go
to penalize them, Iran is reserving the
right to simply go back to producing
nuclear weapons.

We have been told that no deal is bet-
ter than a bad deal. Mr. Speaker, this
is a bad deal.

FORMER CONGRESSMAN LOUIS
STOKES

(Ms. KAPTUR asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, tonight I
rise, as dean of the Ohio delegation, to
bring to my colleagues’ attention and
those who are listening that one of our
great Members of Congress from Ohio,
Congressman Lou Stokes, who served
so ably, with such dignity, with such
acumen, and with such heart has been
diagnosed with a very serious type of
cancer. His days with us are numbered.

I know that many Members hold
memories of Lou, and there will be
many tributes paid to Congressman
Louis Stokes of Ohio. Without ques-
tion, his service was legendary, along
with his brother, who became the first
African American mayor in our coun-
try, the city of Cleveland.

If we look coast to coast, the people
of Ohio are walking in prayer with the
Stokes family now. If Congressman
Stokes is listening, I hope he knows
that the love of this House, the place
to which he dedicated the best years of
his life, are with him.

Thank you, Congressman Louis
Stokes of Ohio, for what you have done
for America, for the people of Ohio, and
for the people of Cleveland. History
will record the greatness of your serv-
ice to others. We love you. We pray
with you. We walk with you.

————

REMEMBERING MIKE “TUNA”’
MCELROY

(Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois. Mr.
Speaker, I rise tonight with deep sad-
ness at the loss of my friend, Mike
McElroy, the mayor of Decatur, Illi-
nois, just last week.
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Mike was not just my friend. He was
a friend to so many, and he led the City
of Decatur through some very difficult
times to where Decatur, my former
hometown, as a student at Millikin
University, has been able to see the
progress that many envisioned 26 years
ago when Mike and his wife, Lynn,
made Decatur their hometown.

Mike is going to be remembered not
only as a friend of mine, but a friend to
the entire community, be it the YMCA
that he served on the board of direc-
tors, St. Teresa school that he was so
active in, or the many other commu-
nity efforts that he was a part of.

“Tuna,’’ as he was known, is going to
be missed by all, but especially missed
by me. Mike was an early supporter of
mine and a friend when I didn’t have as
many friends in that town as I started
my journey that ended right here on
this House floor when I was sworn in a
few short years ago.

Tuna, you left this Earth way too
early. My heartfelt condolences go out
to the entire Decatur community, who
will miss you, and, most importantly,
to your wife, Lynn, and your son, Matt.
Rest in peace, my friend.

———

DODD-FRANK ACT

(Mr. FOSTER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. FOSTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize the fifth anniver-
sary of the enactment of the Dodd-
Frank Wall Street Reform and Con-
sumer Protection Act.

Mr. Speaker, the financial crisis of
2007 was not an accident and not an un-
avoidable by-product of free markets.
It was a mistake, a mistake driven by
ideologically driven deregulation.

Countries which maintained ade-
quate capital requirements did not suf-
fer a financial crisis. Countries which
maintained an adequately regulated
primary and secondary mortgage mar-
ket did not suffer through a housing
bubble.

In response to the crisis, taxpayers
stepped in and saved the global finan-
cial system by stabilizing the market-
place and staving off a second Great
Depression through economic stimulus.

To ensure that taxpayers would not
be on the hook for the irresponsible ac-
tions by some on Wall Street, the
Dodd-Frank Act required that financial
institutions hold adequate capital
against the risks they take and take
responsibility for the risks that they
sell into the market. The Dodd-Frank
Act has unquestionably made our mar-
kets safer and more stable.

——
PIONEER DAY

(Mr. STEWART asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. STEWART. Mr. Speaker, I am
proud to join my home State of Utah in
celebrating Pioneer Day. In a world
that seems to be filled with strife and
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confusion, I am proud to take a mo-
ment to celebrate something positive.

On July 24, 1847, Brigham Young led
a determined group of pioneers, wag-
ons, and handcarts into the Salt Lake
Valley where he uttered those now fa-
mous words, ‘‘This is the place.”

Over 40,000 pioneers traveled west to
Utah. In doing so, they suffered incred-
ibly, hunger, cold, disease, exhaustion,
the death of loved ones. My own ances-
tors were among the many who did suf-
fer.

Once they arrived in the Salt Lake
Valley, they worked tirelessly to take
the desert and to make it bloom into
the thriving communities we have
today. My, how things have changed.

Utah is considered the best managed
State. They are considered some of the
finest and highest quality-of-life com-
munities. They are one of the best
States to do business. We have the
greatest snow on Earth, and our Na-
tional Parks are truly magnificent.

We celebrate Pioneer Day to honor
those who demonstrate their courage
during their journey west and for all
those who continue to enrich our great
State of Utah.

——————

KEYSTONE PIPELINE

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, in 2010, the southern seg-
ment of the Keystone pipeline system
began operating, carrying crude oil
from Oklahoma to Illinois and Texas.
According to multiple news outlets,
this existing southern segment of the
Keystone system just pumped its one
billionth barrel of oil.

The Federal approval process only
took 2 years to complete, and there
have been no incidents as a result of
this infrastructure. Yet, here we are 5
years later and the Keystone XL pipe-
line, which would connect Canada and
the United States, still remains unap-
proved after 7 long years of repetitive
reviews.

Approval of the Keystone XL pipeline
will provide American families with
new job opportunities and a reliable
source of North American energy in
the safest, most efficient way possible.

As a member of the Natural Re-
sources Committee, I rise today to
once again urge the President to ap-
prove the Keystone XL.

This southern portion of the Key-
stone pipeline has proven to be a safe
and effective way to transport oil, and
the northern segment into Canada will
provide the same benefits.

———

CONGRATULATIONS ZACH
JOHNSON

(Mr. BLUM asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. BLUM. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to congratulate Zach Johnson, a native
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of Cedar Rapids, Iowa, and the First
District I represent, on his win in yes-
terday’s British Open, held at St. An-
drews in Scotland, the birthplace of
golf.

Zach is well known in Iowa for his in-
credible work ethic and perseverance.
Zach was not the best player on his
Cedar Rapids Regis High School golf
team, and he wasn’t the number one
golfer on the Drake University golf
team.

Few gave him a chance of someday
being a professional golfer, but he re-
fused to give up on his dream of mak-
ing the PGA tour, and his hard work
over the years has definitely paid off.

Zach has 12 PGA wins, including the
2007 Masters and now the British Open,
and has represented the United States
in the Ryder Cup four times.

Zach has lived the American Dream
through hard work and perseverance.
Yet, he describes himself as ‘‘just a guy
from Iowa who has been given some
talent.” Zach’s humility, as well as his
talent and work ethic, are examples to
all of us.

Today we tip our hat to Zach John-
son and his entire family. The entire
First District of Iowa is incredibly
proud of his success.

HONORING GRANITE STATE HERO
JEREMY GRACZYK

(Mr. GUINTA asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. GUINTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to celebrate the life of New
Hampshire’s own Major Jeremy
Graczyk, a decorated Marine, combat
veteran, and American hero.

A native of Atkinson, New Hamp-
shire, Major Graczyk graduated as val-
edictorian from Timberlane Regional
High School, attended college at the
U.S. Naval Academy, and went on to be
commissioned in the United States Ma-
rine Corps, where he served as part of
Operation Iraqi Freedom and was de-
ployed over seven times to Afghanistan
and Africa.

Due to his bravery and dedication to
our Nation, he has been awarded over
20 decorations. To say Major Graczyk
embodied the meaning of our State’s
motto ‘““Live free or die’’ is an under-
statement.

As we honor the anniversary of his
death, we continue to remember and
celebrate his life. It is because of sol-
diers like him that our Nation remains
the land of the free and the home of the
brave. And for that, we are forever
grateful.

———

IN MEMORY OF LAVERNE GRELL

(Mr. LAMALFA asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. LAMALFA. Madam Speaker, I
rise tonight to note the passing of a
true gem, a jewel to northern Cali-
fornia, LaVerne Grell of Yuba City.
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Now, my family has the unique expe-
rience of having my grandmother, Mar-
jorie, and LaVerne born on the same
day in the very same small town
amidst the rice fields of northern Cali-
fornia.

My grandmother, Marjorie, and La-
Verne spent many years together cele-
brating birthdays, music, life, and
friends. We were blessed with my
grandmother for 77 years. But La-
Verne, in northern California, we were
blessed with for 100 years.

So LaVerne’s loss indeed makes a big
ripple. She made a big ripple in her life
with all the people she touched and her
love of music.

Indeed, she was a talented musician
and freely gave her time and her talent
for decades through teaching music at
Yuba College, participating in Handel’s
Messiah for almost 75 years and play-
ing the organ at Marysville’s First
Presbyterian Church for 20 years.

Indeed, when we lose somebody, we
have what we call a celebration of life.
Her celebration of life was last Novem-
ber when she reached her 100th birth-
day, and she had the best party I have
ever seen with an orchestra, cellos, and
everything. She got on the keyboard
herself and showed us what 100 years of
life and vigor in northern California
looks like.

We will miss her, but we will always
smile when we think of LaVerne Grell.

O 1930

PLANNED PARENTHOOD
PRACTICES

(Mr. ALLEN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. ALLEN. Madam Speaker, like
my colleagues, I was deeply disturbed
by the video that surfaced last week
and the allegations regarding Planned
Parenthood’s selling the body parts of
unborn children. Just today, another
video was released showing a senior
Planned Parenthood official make flip-
pant comments about receiving money
for the organs of aborted babies.

The practices brought to light in
these videos and reports are shocking
and sickening. When such reports come
forward, it is our moral responsibility
to act. We must take action on behalf
of the most vulnerable and precious
lives among us.

Madam Speaker, I commend the
House Energy and Commerce and
House Judiciary Committees that have
begun efforts to investigate these hei-
nous practices, and I am committed to
working with my colleagues to ensure
we get to the bottom of these allega-
tions.

Planned Parenthood and all those in-
volved must be held accountable. I
stand with all who are dedicated to
fight to protect innocent life.
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