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Corporal Victor Espinoza, United
States Army. During an attack, he sin-
glehandedly destroyed an enemy ma-
chinegun, mortar position, two bunk-
ers, and tunnel, taking a heavy toll on
the enemy, with at least 14 dead and 11
others wounded.

Master Sergeant Mike C. Pena,
United States Army. After ordering his
men to fall back during a fierce attack,
he manned a machinegun to cover their
withdrawal. He singlehandedly held
back the enemy until the next morn-
ing, when his position was overrun and
he was killed.

Mr. Speaker, 62 years later, on this
day, we remember the sacrifices of
these Texas Medal of Honor recipients
and other Americans in the forgotten
war.

The Korean War Memorial down the
street appropriately depicts 38 uni-
formed Americans moving silently in
the brutal cold and rough terrain in
some forgotten place, in a forgotten
war, in Korea. Mr. Speaker, let us for-
get this unforgettable war no more.

And that is just the way it is.

—————

CHAPLAIN CORPS’ 240TH
ANNIVERSARY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Georgia (Mr. COLLINS) for 5 minutes.

Mr. COLLINS of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to commemorate the
240th birthday of the military Chaplain
Corps.

During the early days of the Revolu-
tionary War that led to our great Na-
tion’s independence, General George
Washington called for the establish-
ment of the Chaplain Corps to minister
to the men who braved harsh condi-
tions and incredible odds to fight for
the freedom of their families and their
Nation.

On July 29, 1775, the Continental Con-
gress responded to that call. The initial
Army Chaplain Corps would later ex-
pand to every branch of America’s
armed services.

The very existence of the Chaplain
Corps and its persistence over the last
240 years says much about our Nation’s
view of the fighting force.

From the beginning, America has un-
derstood that our warfighters are not
only soldiers, but whole human beings
whose hearts and souls need just as
much care as their bodies.

Chaplains have served in all of Amer-
ica’s conflicts and major wars and en-
gagements, from the colonial era to the
battlefields in Afghanistan and Iraq.
Hundreds of chaplains have laid down
their lives for our Nation.

Chaplains are not simply people of
faith who decide to minister in the
military. Chaplains are professionals
who have had extensive religious edu-
cation as well as experience walking
with people through the challenges of
life.

Candidates for chaplain must receive
an ecclesiastical endorsement from
their faith group that testifies to his or
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her spiritual, moral, intellectual, and
emotional preparedness to serve as a
chaplain. They must possess a graduate
degree in theological or religious stud-
ies.

Furthermore, each potential chaplain
must demonstrate their commitment
to a free exercise of religion by all
military personnel while, at the same
time, adhering to all military stand-
ards of conduct and physical training.

In a very real sense, chaplains serve
on the front lines in the battle to en-
sure religious liberty in our pluralistic
society.

Chaplains are there for those of faith
and for those of no faith. Chaplains are
there for the people who serve us.

In war and peace, chaplains provide
our servicemembers and their families
with prayer, counsel, guidance, sacra-
ments, and sometimes just simply a
shoulder to cry on.

The Chaplain Corps and its vital role
in the United States Armed Forces is a
matter near and dear to my heart for,
since 2002, I have had the privilege of
serving the United States Air Force
Reserve as a military chaplain.

I volunteered to serve the men and
women of the U.S. Air Force Reserve as
a chaplain because I believe the calling
of all is to serve how we can in the best
way we can. The freedoms of our coun-
try have asked no less of us.

Chaplains have the honor of serving
every member of the Armed Forces
who might cross their path. We see the
military from a very unique perspec-
tive.

We hear young enlisted soldiers and
seasoned officers ask similar questions
of faith and family. They speak of all-
too-familiar family challenges and the
struggles that they, too, go through.

As members of the military our-
selves, chaplains certainly are not
blind to rank. But given our focus on
the unseen, our care for the soul, we do
have a tendency to see more of what
binds our fighting force together as fel-
low sojourners in this life than any-
thing that might separate them.

You see, our challenges take us from
the very war rooms and the very inner
circles of commanders preparing for
battle to the very newest who serve
just on a guard.

As I did in Iraq back in 2008, it was
my privilege to see some of our best
and brightest serving at night in the
middle of a land far away from home.
One in particular sticks out.

When she came, I first met her. She
was there, arriving late.

When she got there, I was sort of
wondering: Why did you come late
from your unit?

She said: Well, sir, I had a little bit
of a delay.

And I said: Well, what was that?

I was just curious.

She said: Well, just a few months
ago, I had my little baby girl.

And I thought for just a moment.

She said: But I was wanting to be
here because I have trained and I didn’t
want to let my fellow members down.
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So for the rest of that time, I was
there with her. Over those next few
months, we explored and I saw through
pictures the life of a mother separated
from her young child, but watching the
experiences of growth as she not only
served her country, but she served as a
mom.

It has been a tremendous blessing to
see and to honor the commitment of
our fellow chaplains, chaplains who go
when they are told to go. They commit
themselves to serving when others are
in need.

And those are the kinds of stories
that the Chaplain Corps’ birthday cele-
brates for me. It is seeing men and
women who take their faith seriously,
but also take the Constitution seri-
ously when religious liberties are pro-
tected. Those are things worth stand-
ing up for. It is truly a blessing.

The men and women who have poured
their lives into the servicemembers
and their families over the last 240
years have made a profound impact on
our military and our entire Nation.

It is with that thought in mind that
I wish every member of the Chaplain
Corps the very best on this special oc-
casion.

Chaplains, wherever you are today,
as one who serves with you, you serve
a vital role. Keep it up. Keep pro-
tecting our Constitution, and keep tak-
ing care of the Nation, who sends their
best young men and young women to
protect us for the very privilege of sit-
ting in this Chamber, speaking today,
and being a part of it.

May the Chaplain Corps continue to
provide a strong spiritual, moral, and
ethical compass for the United States
Army and Armed Forces for many cen-
turies to come. And as one who serves,
may I just say, bless them all in peace
as they go about their work.

———

MIAMI-DADE COUNTY SCHOOL
DISCIPLINE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. POE
of Texas). The Chair recognizes the
gentleman from Florida (Mr. CURBELO)
for 5 minutes.

Mr. CURBELO of Florida. Mr. Speak-
er, today I rise to recognize leaders of
Miami-Dade County Public Schools for
attending a recent meeting at the
White House to discuss school dis-
cipline.

The purpose of the discussion was to
determine alternatives to common
school disciplinary measures to keep
students focused on learning.

Exclusionary discipline has become
far too common, often exacerbating the
problems for students who struggle in
school. This leads kids down a path
where they fall behind other students
and sometimes end up in the juvenile
justice system.

A change in school discipline proce-
dures is long overdue. Rather than pro-
moting an atmosphere of compounding
punishments, we need to help our stu-
dents get back on a positive track and
help them succeed while also maintain-
ing the safety of their classmates and
teachers.
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Prior to being elected to Congress, 1
served for 4 years as a board member of
Miami-Dade County Public Schools. I
have seen firsthand the bold efforts to
reform disciplinary tactics and reverse
the trend that plagues so many school
districts.

For example, Miami-Dade has cre-
ated sites across the county for sus-
pended children to attend rather than
forcing them to waste their time out of
school.

I applaud the board, led by Chair
Perla Tabares Hantman, and Super-
intendent Alberto Carvalho for their
leadership on this issue and their will-
ingness to participate in this impor-
tant discussion.

I look forward to working with them
to promote proper and safe school dis-
cipline that benefits the students, their
parents, and their teachers.

STEM EDUCATION

Mr. CURBELO of Florida. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to discuss the impor-
tance of science, technology, engineer-
ing, and mathematics education and
also recognize the great work being
done in the 26th District of Florida to
encourage these classes.
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It is no secret that jobs that require
a STEM-related background are pro-
jected to outpace other fields as many
companies struggle to hire qualified
candidates. We need to encourage our
students to pursue these fields early on
in school and ensure that our educators
have the necessary tools to help cul-
tivate an interest in STEM classes for
our students.

In an effort to reach the goal of grad-
uating more STEM students, Miami-
Dade County has launched an innova-
tive new training and certification pro-
gram for teachers in collaboration with
Florida International University.

FIU has developed a program that
promotes STEM teacher training for
first-year college students, where they
are paired with Miami-Dade County
public school teachers to give them
firsthand experience in the classroom.
The goal is to encourage more STEM
majors to go into teaching.

I applaud the work being done in
Florida’s 26th District and look for-
ward to further promoting STEM edu-
cation in south Florida’s classroom.

Congratulations, again, to FIU and
to Miami-Dade County public schools.

STARTUP DAY ACROSS AMERICA

Mr. CURBELO of Florida. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise to recognize Wednesday, Au-
gust 19, as Startup Day all across
America, and I encourage everyone to
visit at least one small business in
your community on this day.

Startups are quickly developing right
before our eyes. Throughout our coun-
try, there are countless small busi-
nesses that range from retail to health
care, and these companies are changing
the workforce as we know it. Entre-
preneurs are leading the way to a
brighter future by using innovative so-
lutions and reinventing the way we
look at small businesses.
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Our local businesses employ our
friends and neighbors, helping them to
pay their bills and provide a better life
for themselves and their families. As a
member of the Small Business Com-
mittee, I recommend that we never for-
get the vital role that our local busi-
nesses play in keeping our neighbor-
hoods strong and prosperous.

Again, I encourage everyone to par-
ticipate in Startup Day across America
on Wednesday, August 19, and help
these small businesses continue to
STOW.

225TH BIRTHDAY OF THE U.S. COAST GUARD

Mr. CURBELO of Florida. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise to celebrate August 4 as the
225th birthday of the United States
Coast Guard.

The Coast Guard is one of our Na-
tion’s five branches of the armed serv-
ices and can trace its origins back to
August 4, 1790, when the first U.S. Con-
gress appropriated the funds to con-
struct 10 vessels. These ships were des-
ignated with enforcing tariff and trade
laws, while also preventing smuggling
and protecting the collection of Fed-
eral revenue.

Mr. Speaker, I am particularly proud
to represent Coast Guard Sector Key
West, a base located in south Florida
that covers 55,000 square miles. The
coasties stationed at Sector Key West
are tasked with the same responsibil-
ities as their predecessors and also
have the crucial job of combating drug
smuggling from the Caribbean and
South America. This is no easy task,
but I am proud of the work the Coast
Guard continues to do to stifle drugs
from entering our communities.

Semper Paratus—Always Ready—
this is the motto of our beloved Coast
Guard, and our Nation owes a sincere
debt of gratitude to the coasties and all
those who protect our great country.

———

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. COL-
LINS of Georgia). Pursuant to clause
12(a) of rule I, the Chair declares the
House in recess until 2 p.m. today.

Accordingly (at 12 o’clock and 18
minutes p.m.), the House stood in re-
cess.
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The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. EMMER of Minnesota) at 2
p.m.

———

PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer:

We give You thanks, O God, for giv-
ing us another day.

You speak as one who whispers to a
beloved. You speak to the heart, but
through the ages, people have not and
do not listen. You give us Your Word as
a gift, filled with promise; yet time and
again, Your Word goes unheeded.
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Encourage the Members of this House
to listen carefully to Your Word and,
rather than play with numbers or spin
on language, face the truth
straightforwardly, studying with hon-
esty long and hard, and with humble
attention remain completely open to
Your impelling spirit.

And in the midst of complex and con-
flicting situations, may each Member,
with confidence, be able to say to You:
“Speak, Lord. Your servant is listen-
ing.”

May all that is done within the peo-
ple’s House be for Your greater honor
and glory.

Amen.

———
THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause one, rule I, the
Journal stands approved.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from Michigan (Mr. KILDEE)
come forward and lead the House in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. KILDEE led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

IN MEMORY OF STAFF SERGEANT
DAVID WYATT

(Mr. WOMACK asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. WOMACK. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor the memory of Staff
Sergeant David Wyatt, who was taken
much too soon from his family and
friends on July 16. David, a marine and
loving father, was born November 7,
1979, in Morganton, North Carolina.

David was a graduate of Russellville
High School in Russellville, Arkansas,
my alma mater. He was a veteran of
both Iraq and Afghanistan. For his
service, Staff Sergeant Wyatt earned
numerous medals and commendations
for exemplary service in the infantry.
He was a dedicated marine.

While performing his duties on July
16 as the battery operations chief, 3rd
Battalion, 14th Marine Regiment, 4th
Marine Division, Staff Sergeant Wyatt
was gunned down during the tragic
Chattanooga shooting that killed him,
along with three other marines and a
Navy sailor.

It is devastating that this decorated
marine was taken in the homeland that
he served so valiantly overseas to pro-
tect. His death shook the Arkansas
River Valley in yet another senseless
act of violence that can never be ex-
plained, justified, or tolerated.

The Russellville and Adkins commu-
nities and the entire Third District of
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