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In 2005, we won a Federal licensing
settlement that directed $279 million
from local hydropower proceeds to re-
develop Buffalo’s waterfront, a trans-
formation that has attracted hundreds
of millions of dollars in private invest-
ment.

Access to cheap, clean hydropower
convinced Yahoo to locate its data and
call center in Niagara County, again
creating hundreds of jobs.

Meanwhile, the Steel Winds project
has built 14 wind turbines along Lake
Erie in Lackawanna, creating enough
electricity to power 15,000 homes.
Along the Buffalo River, the largest
solar panel manufacturer in the West-
ern Hemisphere is under construction,
which will create 3,500 jobs in the solar
industry.

At the turn of the 20th century, Buf-
falo led on energy innovation and
thrived because of it. By embracing its
past, Buffalo has reclaimed its future.

———

DEFUND PLANNED PARENTHOOD

(Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas. Mr.
Speaker, yesterday, a third Planned
Parenthood video was released regard-
ing the selling of aborted baby body
parts and organs.

The fact that this is going on is just
vile. Our Constitution protects the
right to life, and it is unforgiveable for
any organization to engage in this kind
of trafficking.

To make matters worse, Planned
Parenthood receives taxpayer dollars
that ultimately help support these vile
acts.

I fully support the House investiga-
tion into Planned Parenthood, and I
am proud to support legislation that
would stop all Federal funding for
Planned Parenthood until these inves-
tigations are over.

That said, I believe Washington
should follow Texas’ lead and perma-
nently defund Planned Parenthood.

All life is sacred, and I will continue
to do all I can to protect the lives of
the unborn.

———
O 1215

50TH ANNIVERSARY OF MEDICARE
AND MEDICAID

(Mr. CICILLINE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. CICILLINE. Mr. Speaker, tomor-
row, July 30, marks the 50th anniver-
sary of Lyndon Johnson’s signing of
the Social Security Act Amendments
of 1965 into law and of creating Medi-
care and Medicaid in order to meet the
healthcare needs of seniors, individuals
with disabilities, and working families.

Today, 556 million Americans receive
Medicare benefits, and 69 million
Americans rely on the healthcare safe-
ty net that Medicaid provides. One in
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three American children receives his
health insurance coverage through
Medicaid. In Rhode Island’s First Dis-
trict, which I am proud to represent,
more than 92,000 individuals receive
Medicare benefits, and almost 100,000
receive Medicaid coverage.

Mr. Speaker, health care is a neces-
sity of life, and access to quality
health care should be a right for every-
one and never a privilege of the few.
Over the last half century, Medicare
and Medicaid have provided millions of
Americans with access to quality, af-
fordable health care. It is critical that
we strengthen these essential pro-
grams, enhance benefits, and make
sure that all Americans can live with
healthcare security and dignity.

————
IRAN NUCLEAR DEAL

(Mr. HOLDING asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-

marks.)
Mr. HOLDING. Mr. Speaker, The
Washington Post reports that the

President knew of two secret side deals
in the agreement with Iran but failed
to inform Congress. More troubling,
The Washington Post reports that,
while the President and the Secretary
of State know the agreements exist,
neither has seen them.

These agreements, which are between
Iran and the U.N.’s International
Atomic Energy Agency, govern the in-
spections of Iran’s nuclear facilities. In
its article, The Washington Post
quotes the Deputy Director of the U.N.
agency as saying, ‘‘No American is ever
going to get to see them,” in speaking
of these side agreements.

Mr. Speaker, no one believes we can
deal with Iran with a gentlemanly
handshake, so the linchpin to any
agreement is inspections. Why on
Earth would the President make an
agreement that includes secret deals
between Iran and the U.N. agency
which is doing the inspections that no
American, including him, will ever see?

It is beyond my comprehension. Con-
gress needs to reject this bad deal.

———

26TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE
AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES
ACT

(Ms. GRAHAM asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. GRAHAM. Mr. Speaker, this past
Sunday marked the 25th anniversary of
the Americans with Disabilities Act.

This historic piece of legislation pro-
hibits discrimination against those
with disabilities, giving them greater
access and protections; but the ADA
does more than just open doors—it rec-
ognizes every individual’s ability to
succeed.

Yesterday, I met with Sarah Gold-
man, a young woman with cerebral
palsy who is earning her master’s de-
gree at Florida State University. She
visited my office to advocate on behalf
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of ADA protections. As Sarah said, we
have made great progress in the last 25
years, but there is still so much more
work to be done.

I urge the House to listen to Sarah’s
words and continue the fight to make
sure all Americans are empowered to
achieve their own American dreams.

———

FAREWELL TRIBUTE TO JOSH
ZARKA

(Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, I
rise today to bid farewell and good luck
to Josh Zarka, who for the past 4 years
has been the Minister for Congressional
Affairs at the Embassy of Israel here in
Washington, D.C.

Since 1991, Josh has had a long and
distinguished career with the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs, representing the
Jewish State in Israel and, indeed,
around the world.

During his time here in D.C., Josh
has been a major influence in strength-
ening the U.S.-Israel relationship; and
there is no doubt that his tireless work
to promote and strengthen the ties be-
tween our two countries has contrib-
uted greatly to the safety and security
of Israel, of its citizens, and of us here
in the United States.

Josh can be proud of the work that
he has done here; yet I know that what
he values the most is his family—his
wife, Esther, and their four children. I
wish Josh and his family much success,
especially as they prepare for his
daughter, Adi’s, upcoming wedding.

We will miss you, Josh. Stay in
touch.

——————

50TH ANNIVERSARY OF VOTING
RIGHTS ACT

(Ms. JUDY CHU of California asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute.)

Ms. JUDY CHU of California. Mr.
Speaker, 50 years ago, hundreds of cou-
rageous, unarmed men and women
marched from Selma to Montgomery
to call for the right to vote. They were
met with violence, prejudice, and hate;
but these brave men and women con-
tinued their push for equality. Because
of their sacrifice and determination,
the historic Voting Rights Act was
passed.

For over 40 years, the Voting Rights
Act was one of our best tools to combat
historic discrimination. It provided
critical voter protections to ensure
that Americans of all backgrounds had
equal access to the ballot box; but with
the Supreme Court’s Shelby County de-
cision 2 years ago, key provisions were
gutted from this act that must be re-
stored.

As we commemorate the 50th anni-
versary of the Voting Rights Act, I
urge my Republican colleagues to re-
store dignity to our electoral process
and ensure that this is a democracy of
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