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politics. Today Mike resides in Los Angeles,
and enjoys spending time with his four daugh-
ters Shelby, Melissa, Caroline, and Catherine.

Mr. Speaker, it is with great respect that Mr.
BECERRA, Mrs. DAvVIS, Mr. FARR, Ms. ROYBAL-
ALLARD, Mr. ROYCE, Ms. SPEIER, Mr. THOMP-
SON and Ms. WATERS and | ask our colleagues
in the House of Representatives to join us in
honoring the service of Michael “Mike” Roos,
a remarkable Californian legislative leader and
public servant.

———
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Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker,
| rise today with my colleagues Representative
RON KIND, Representative ROBERT J. WITT-
MAN, and Representative FRANK LOBIONDO to
recognize Cynthia Martinez upon her appoint-
ment as Chief of the National Wildlife Refuge
System. Cynthia is a twenty-one-year veteran
of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and a
dedicated advocate of the agency’s mission to
conserve, protect, and enhance wildlife and
habitats for the benefit of the American peo-
ple. Ms. Martinez is also notably the first
woman and first Latina to serve as the Chief
of the National Wildlife Refuge System, a tes-
tament to her leadership and passion for pro-
tecting our nation’s wildlife and most treasured
natural habitats.

Over the past twenty-one years, Ms. Mar-
tinez has been a dedicated public servant
within the Fish and Wildlife Service. Her first
experience with the Fish and Wildlife Service
as a student trainee in the Arizona State Of-
fice soon grew into an impressive career that
includes managing the Desert National Wildlife
Refuge Complex in Nevada and serving as
the Deputy Chief of the Refuge System. Her
long career of service to the Refuge System
demonstrates her devotion to enhancing and
protecting the habitats and recreational oppor-
tunities that we all enjoy.

While serving as the Chief of the Refuge
System Division of Visitor Services and Com-
munications, Cynthia developed the Con-
serving the Future vision document, which out-
lines the agency’s strategic plan for a robust
and resilient Refuge System. This forward-
thinking vision, predicated on sound, science-
based planning and monitoring, illustrates that
the future of the Refuge System is bright
under Cynthia’s leadership. Ms. Martinez also
spearheaded the Urban Wildlife Conservation
Program, an initiative to engage and educate
residents on the wildlife that share our urban
spaces and to connect them with nearby ref-
uges to promote stewardship and provide an
opportunity to reconnect with nature.

Mr. Speaker, it is fitting and proper that we
honor Cynthia Martinez at this time. Her com-
mitment and leadership of the National Wildlife
Refuge System will ensure that our nation’s
pristine wildlife habitats and unparalleled rec-
reational opportunities are preserved for years
to come.
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Mr. WHITFIELD. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to recognize Kazakhstan and its commitment
to nuclear nonproliferation. As the Chairman of
the Energy and Commerce Subcommittee on
Energy and Power, | recognize the complex-
ities of nuclear power and would like to com-
mend Kazakhstan for its leadership helping to
prevent the spread of nuclear materials and to
advance the responsible, peaceful use of ex-
isting civilian nuclear energy.

When it declared independence in 1991,
Kazakhstan possessed the fourth largest arse-
nal of nuclear weapons in the world. By 1993,
Kazakhstan had dismantled and secured its
entire arsenal and chose to become an inter-
national partner in nuclear non-proliferation ef-
forts.

On July 21, 2015, | had the opportunity to
meet with His Excellency Kairat Umarov, the
Ambassador of Kazakhstan. During the meet-
ing we discussed Kazakhstan’s ongoing com-
mitment to these issues. On August 27th,
Kazakhstan will partner with the International
Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) to establish the
world’s first international fuel bank. This un-
precedented facility, planned for nearly a dec-
ade, will help prevent the spread of nuclear
materials and support the appropriate com-
mercial use of nuclear energy. The fuel bank,
controlled by the IAEA and operated in north-
ern Kazakhstan, will maintain a reliable supply
of low enriched uranium available to countries
if they lose access to fuel supplies for their nu-
clear power plants.

The LEU Bank will provide a secure, guar-
anteed supply of nuclear fuel, paving the way
for nations to pursue peaceful nuclear power
under the Nuclear Nonproliferation Treaty
(NPT) without the need for their own enrich-
ment programs. Given the current global secu-
rity environment and the recent focus on Iran’s
nuclear program, the establishment of the LEU
Bank could also alleviate concerns that a
country’s peaceful energy program could be
altered to produce weapons grade enriched
uranium. As the world continues to explore the
potential of nuclear power, we need a solution
that removes the threat of enrichment from the
peaceful development of nuclear energy.

Mr. Speaker, | urge my colleagues to join
me in congratulating Kazakhstan on this im-
portant announcement that will empower na-
tions to unlock the power of nuclear energy,
while eliminating the need for domestic enrich-
ment programs that put our safety at risk.

———
HONORING CLARE WEBER OF HUD-
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Mr. DUFFY. Mr. Speaker, | am pleased to
stand before you today to recognize Miss
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Clare Weber of Hudson, Wisconsin for her un-
paralleled dedication to serving our commu-
nity.

K/Iiss Weber is the youth recipient of the 7th
District's 2015 “Paul Bunyan Service Above
Self Award,” which recognizes a constituent
who takes volunteering to new heights. | am
proud to honor this young woman for her larg-
er than life dedication to serving our commu-
nity.

At just 17 years old, Miss Weber has al-
ready spent more than 1,000 hours volun-
teering with Youth Action Hudson, a local non-
profit: during that time she has played a big
role in helping feed the hungry through both
the Empty Bowl project and Hudson Backpack
Program.

However, Miss Weber has also made it a
priority to find new ways to give back. She re-
cently organized an Operation Christmas Child
project that collected dozens of gifts for chil-
dren in Rwanda and Trinidad and Tobago and
helped raise hundreds of dollars for the Amer-
ican Cancer Society.

From her nominator: “Since the first time |
met her, | have continually been impressed
and inspired by her dedication to service and
| am certain that Clare will continue to be a
catalyst for change in her school, church, and
community.”

Mr. Speaker, please join me today to recog-
nize Miss Weber for answering the call to self-
lessly serve our community.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF THE 95TH AN-
NIVERSARY OF WOMEN’S EQUAL-
ITY DAY ON AUGUST 26, 2015
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Ms. SLAUGHTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to speak in recognition of the 95th anniversary
of the passage of the 19th Amendment of the
U.S. Constitution, granting voting rights for
women. Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to
join me in marking August 26, known as
Women’s Equality Day, a significant landmark
in American history as we acknowledge, honor
and celebrate the vast and vital contributions
that women have made to our country.

Elizabeth Cady Stanton, Lucretia Mott and
other dedicated supporters for women'’s equal-
ity convened the First Women’s Rights Con-
vention in July 1848 in Seneca Falls, New
York. They advocated for the right to own
property, protection from domestic violence,
and other social reforms that promoted equal-
ity, including voting, and never wavered in that
pursuit. Stanton wrote a Declaration of Senti-
ments that called for “all men and women” to
be recognized as created equal under the law,
thus beginning the 72-year struggle for suf-
frage that ended in 1920.

2015 is the Bicentennial year for Elizabeth
Cady Stanton who was born November 12,
1815 in Johnstown, New York. Celebrations of
her extraordinary life are taking place through-
out the year. Stanton met Susan B. Anthony
in 1851 and they began a 50-year partnership
advocating for suffrage and women’s equality;
however both women did not live to see the
passage of the 19th Amendment. As the
mother of seven children, Mrs. Stanton can be
proud of the legacy she left to her descend-
ants, one of whom is today spearheading a
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