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strongest action we can take today to
ensure a cleaner, healthier tomorrow
for our children and grandchildren, and
it has to be done administratively. We
can’t get anything done legislatively.
It is all opposed by the Republicans.

It would be good for my State of Ne-
vada, where investment in clean energy
is $6 billion. President Obama’s plan
gives States further flexibility to tai-
lor programs for reducing carbon emis-
sions while protecting public health
and keeping electricity affordable and
reliable.

Already the plan has wide support in
Nevada. An article from the Associated
Press yesterday reads:

Several Nevada government business lead-
ers plan to voice support for a federal cam-
paign to limit carbon pollution from power
plants around the nation in an effort to ad-
dress global climate change. . Nevada
Governor Brian Sandoval’s energy chief,
Paul Thomsen, says Nevada is well-posi-
tioned to comply with the first national lim-
its on carbon dioxide from existing power
plants.

Nevada understands the benefits
clean energy brings to communities
and the lives that will be improved by
cleaning the air we breathe. Nevada is
at the forefront of clean energy in the
United States. Over the past decade,
our clean energy infrastructure has ex-
panded substantially, bringing good-
paying jobs and new industries to Ne-
vada. There can be no better place for
President Obama to begin a dialogue
with the Nation about the Clean Power
Plan than Nevada.

I am looking forward to President
Obama’s visit to Nevada later this
month to speak at the National Clean
Energy Summit in Las Vegas on Au-
gust 24. This is the 8th annual National
Clean Energy Summit.

———————

CYBER SECURITY

Mr. REID. Mr. President, we all want
to address cyber security. Repeatedly,
in the last two Congresses, I worked to
convene the chairmen and ranking
members of the relevant committees to
move cyber security legislation, and we
worked hard and came up with a num-
ber of bills, one of which we brought to
the floor and was killed by the Repub-
licans. What was good for our Nation’s
security was bad for the tea party and
the Republicans. They blocked the
cyber security legislation.

In this Congress, we have not been as
uncooperative as the Republicans were
when they were in the minority. Demo-
crats are willing to proceed to the
cyber security bill, if we can get assur-
ance that Democrats can offer relevant
amendments. It has to be done.

For the majority leader to say, as he
did here today, that well, on this mas-
sive bill we had, I stuck the cyber secu-
rity bill with a lot of other things—he
knew it wouldn’t work there. It was
only to check it off his list that he
tried to do it. Realistically, we have al-
ready been on this legislation. We
should have been on this legislation.
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The Republican leader could have pro-
ceeded to cyber security instead of a
politically motivated bill to defund ac-
cess to health care for women. Unlike
Republicans, we don’t need all the poi-
son pill amendments that deal with dif-
ferent subjects.

Democrats have amendments rel-
evant to cyber security, and we must
offer those. I have received a letter
from Senators WYDEN, LEAHY,
FRANKEN, WHITEHOUSE, and COONS yes-
terday that states:

We understand that the Senate may soon
consider the Cybersecurity Information
Sharing Act. We share the view that increas-
ing the security of U.S. networks while pro-
tecting Americans’ privacy is an important
goal, and while we have different views on
this legislation, we are all interested in of-
fering relevant amendments that we believe
would improve this bill in various ways.

We look forward to working with you to
ensure that there is an adequate process for
considering a reasonable number of amend-
ments.

The way Republican Senators used to
talk about an open amendment proc-
ess, our request to have a few relevant
amendments should be readily accept-
ed by the Republicans. But then, look-
ing at how the Republican leader has
led the Senate this year, there is plen-
ty of reason for Democrats to be con-
cerned.

Just look at the bill the Senate just
considered last week—a major highway
bill with more than 1,000 pages. The
Republican leader filled the amend-
ment tree twice, not allowing any
amendments to be offered. Accord-
ingly, if you look at what the Congres-
sional Research Service says, the Re-
publican leader could potentially fill
the amendment tree more times than
any other majority leader has done in
the first year of a Congress. So far he
has done that more than I ever did.

Nevertheless, Democrats will work
with Republicans to get on this bill and
consider a reasonable number of impor-
tant amendments. I hope the Repub-
licans will cooperate with us.

Would the Chair announce the busi-
ness of the day.

———————

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the leadership time
is reserved.

———

MORNING BUSINESS

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate will be
in a period of morning business for 1
hour, with Senators permitted to speak
therein for up to 10 minutes each, with
the majority controlling the first half
and the Democrats controlling the
final half.

The Senator from South Dakota.

————
REPUBLICAN-LED SENATE

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, while Re-
publicans were campaigning last fall,
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we promised the American people that
if they put us in charge, we would get
the Senate working again. That wasn’t
a campaign slogan. That was a com-
mitment.

I am proud to report that we are de-
livering on that promise. The first 7
months of the 114th Congress have been
some of the most productive the Sen-
ate has had in a long time. We have
passed more than 70 bills to help
strengthen our economy, reform our
government, protect some of the most
vulnerable, and strengthen our na-
tional security.

We passed bipartisan legislation to
authorize the Keystone Pipeline, a val-
uable infrastructure project that would
support more than 42,000 jobs during
construction and invest $5.3 billion in
the U.S. economy, all without spending
a dime of taxpayer money.

We passed a Dbipartisan bill to
strengthen our efforts to eradicate
human trafficking in this country and
to help its victims. This legislation,
which passed the Senate with unani-
mous support from Democrats and Re-
publicans and was signed into law in
May, gives law enforcement new tools
to target traffickers, including in-
creased access to wiretaps, and it sig-
nificantly expands the resources avail-
able to trafficking victims as they seek
to rebuild their lives.

As negotiations with Iran over a nu-
clear agreement were repeatedly ex-
tended and as reports of significant
compromises emerged, Democrats and
Republicans alike grew concerned that
the administration would fail to nego-
tiate a deal that would be strong
enough to prevent Iran from acquiring
a nuclear weapon. To address these
concerns, the Senate passed the Iran
Nuclear Agreement Review Act. This
legislation, which passed the Senate
with overwhelming support from
Democrats and Republicans and was
signed into law by President Obama,
was designed to ensure that the Amer-
ican people, through their elected rep-
resentatives, would have a voice in any
deal with Iran.

Without the Iran Nuclear Agreement
Review Act there would be no oppor-
tunity for an up-or-down vote on this
deal in Congress and no way to prevent
the President from immediately
waiving the sanctions that Congress
put in place. Congress is currently re-
viewing the final agreement announced
by the President, an agreement that
has been greeted, I might add, with bi-
partisan skepticism. We will be holding
a vote on this deal in September.

Increasing access to jobs and expand-
ing opportunities for American work-
ers is a priority of the Republican-led
Congress. In May, with the support of
14 Democrats, the Republican-led Sen-
ate passed legislation to reauthorize
trade promotion authority, which is
key to securing trade deals that are fa-
vorable to American workers and busi-
nesses. Since 2009, increasing exports
have accounted for more than 1.6 mil-
lion new jobs in the United States.
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