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The House was not in session today. Its next meeting will be held on Friday, August 7, 2015, at 11 a.m.

The Senate met at 9:30 a.m. and was
called to order by the President pro
tempore (Mr. HATCH).

———

PRAYER

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer:

Let us pray.

Immortal, invisible, God only wise,
continue to lead our lawmakers like a
great shepherd. May they be watchful
among the unwatchful and awake
among those who sleep. Give them the
wisdom to speak and act with such
pure minds that joy will follow them
like gentle winds.

Lord, guide their consciences so that
our Senators may faithfully serve our
Nation and uphold Your values and
truths. As we near the August break
may our lawmakers appreciate that
substantive things have been accom-
plished, but much remains to be done.

Thank You that the illumination of
Your wisdom enables us to more clear-
ly see Your truth.

We pray in Your sacred Name. Amen.

———

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The President pro tempore led the
Pledge of Allegiance, as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

——————

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY
LEADER
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
B00ZMAN). The majority leader is rec-
ognized.

Senate
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NUCLEAR AGREEMENT WITH IRAN

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, as
the administration’s agreement with
Iran comes under greater scrutiny,
there is growing bipartisan concern. It
is widespread, and it is well founded.
The leading House Democrat on the
Foreign Affairs Committee recently
said the deal ‘‘troubled’” him because
“it doesn’t prevent Iran from having a
nuclear weapon, it just postpones it.”

Yesterday another House Democrat
said the deal lacks ‘‘sufficient safe-
guards’ and ‘‘could lead to a dangerous
regional weapons race.” She warned
that the agreement would leave the
international community with limited
options to prevent Iran’s nuclear
breakout.

These are strong words, and they are
from congressional Democrats who are
otherwise supportive of the President.
It is clear that this deal is making
Members of both parties uneasy—and
with good reason.

America’s role in the world, its com-
mitment to global allies, and the kind
of future we will leave our children are
all tied up in this issue. That is why I
have called for a debate worthy of the
importance of the agreement when the
Senate takes it up in September.

I hope the President will echo this
tone of seriousness in his remarks later
today. I hope he will avoid tired, obvi-
ously untrue talking points about this
being some choice between a bad deal
and war. Of course it isn’t. He knows it
isn’t. He himself has said that no deal
is better than a bad deal.

There is also no need to insult the
man who negotiated this agreement
and the man who stood by his side

when he announced it by falsely
conflating debates from more than a
decade ago with the unique and con-
sequential realities of today.

Now is a time to aim higher. Now is
a time to dig deeper. What I am asking
is for President Obama to join us in ris-
ing to the moment.

Senators and the American people
are being asked to weigh the con-
sequences of what it would mean to
allow Iran to become a nuclear-thresh-
old state with the power to dominate
its neighbors, spread its influence, and
threaten our allies. This is a serious
decision to make with serious con-
sequences for our country. America de-
serves a debate worthy of it.

I imagine the many Democrats with
serious reservations about this deal
feel the very same way. Nearly every
Member of both parties voted to have
this debate when they passed the Iran
Nuclear Agreement Review Act this
spring. Given the widespread bipartisan
concern about this deal, it is clear that
a serious and proper debate, followed
by a vote on the agreement, is now just
exactly what our country needs.

———

CYBER SECURITY

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, a
cyber attack can feel like a very per-
sonal attack on your privacy. A crimi-
nal with your medical records, your
credit cards, and your Social Security
number; a stranger with emails from
your boss, texts to your friends, and
pictures of your kids—it is personally
violating, financially crippling, and it
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