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Mr. HIGGINS. Mr. Speaker, | stand before
you today to recognize and honor Ms. Sandra
Williams Bush for her outstanding commitment
to service as well as the sharing of knowl-
edge, culture, and community. Sandra Bush is
the recipient of the Buffalo Association of
Black Social Workers, Inc. Community Service
Award; the Black Chamber of Commerce of
WNY Beverly Gray Community Service Award,
the GROUP Ministries, Inc. Community
Achievement Award, the Harriet Tubman
Community Service Award, the Afro-American
Historical Association of the Niagara Frontier,
Inc. William Wells Brown Community Service
Award, and Community Service Recognition
from the City of Buffalo Common Council
Community.

Sandra Bush, the daughter of Willis and
Evelyn Williams, was born in Buffalo and grew
up attending schools within the Buffalo school
system. She continued her education, earning
a Human Services degree from Medaille Col-
lege and a Masters of Library Science degree
from the University of Buffalo School of Infor-
mation and Library Science. Her well-rounded
education only strengthened her passion to
help others. In August of 1985, Sandra began
her career with the Buffalo and Eire County
Public Library as a clerk with the Department
of Extension Services. A few years later, she
decided to pursue a degree in library science,
and in 1991 she received her certification as
a public librarian. Her career also included
working with the RAM Van, Lookie Bookie, the
Bookmobile and other several city branch li-
braries.

Sandra is retiring as the first Branch Man-
ager of the Frank E. Merriweather, Jr. Library.
There she oversaw the care of the largest re-
source center of African and African American
history in central and western New York. Be-
yond maintaining the collection, she worked
tirelessly to incorporate the community with
quality library service, programming and out-
reach efforts.

She credits strong family support along with
encouragement from the community for her
achievements. Friends and family joined San-
dra Bush for her retirement party on August
21, 2015 at the Frank Merriweather Library
between 3:30 and 5:30 p.m.

Mr. Speaker, thank you for allowing me a
few moments to honor and recognize Ms.
Sandra Williams Bush. | ask that my col-
leagues join me in congratulating Ms. Bush on
an accomplished career and to commend her
for her admirable work within the Buffalo li-
brary system and community.
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Mr. HONDA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today with
Representatives ZOE LOFGREN and ANNA
ESHOO to honor the 125th Anniversary of the
establishment of Japantown San José
(Nihonmachi) in Santa Clara Valley.
Nihonmachi is a reflection of the values of the
original Japanese immigrant community, the
Issei (first generation), who settled in Santa
Clara Valley in 1890. By the early 20th cen-
tury, the community formally established resi-
dence in what is now Nihonmachi, which of-
fered a uniquely Japanese source of employ-
ment, lodging, goods, services, and cultural
support. Nihonmachi is one of only three re-
maining Japantowns in the United States
today.

Soon after the founding of Nihonmachi, with
the support of the Gentlemen’s Agreement of
1907, an increased number of Japanese
women began settling in Santa Clara Valley.
This led to the growth of families and the birth
of the Nisei (second generation) of
Nihonmachi residents.

Nihonmachi witnessed its first national trag-
edy as the Great Depression enveloped the
United States. However, despite national eco-
nomic hardship, Nihonmachi experienced
slow, yet steady economic  growth.
Nihonmachi further strengthened its presence
in the region by welcoming other Asian com-
munities, serving as a cultural refuge for Chi-
nese and Filipino immigrants. This cultural di-
versity among the residents of Nihonmachi al-
lowed the neighborhood to withstand the tur-
moil of World War Il, as well as the forced in-
ternment of Japanese Americans in 1942.

After the post-war return of the Japanese
American community to the West Coast and
Santa Clara Valley, Nihonmachi became a
haven for residents against the simmering
anti-Japanese sentiment and national racial
hysteria. Despite the open adversity faced by
Nihonmachi, its population nearly doubled in
size due to the addition of Sansei (third gen-
eration) by the end of the 1940s.

Through the late 1960s and into the 1970s
the Nisei were caring not only for the aging
Issei and growing Sansei, but were also deter-
mined to preserve Japanese culture and com-
bat the widespread acculturation of their com-
munity into mainstream American culture. It
was during the 1970s that the Sansei em-
barked on a path of political activism set on
sparking a renewal of Nihonmachi through cul-
tural awareness.

Since the 1980s, Nihonmachi has experi-
enced a period of revitalization, including the
building of new commercial and residential de-
velopment, including projects on land that had
once been a neighboring Chinatown. Further-
more, the installation of historical markers and
plaques around the neighborhood commemo-
rate the cultural history and achievements of
Nihonmachi.

Currently, the Yonsei and Gosei (fourth and
fifth generations) play a vital role in the inter-
national dialogue between Nihonmachi and
Japan as well as the continued preservation of
Japanese culture brought to Santa Clara Val-
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ley by the Issei 125 years ago. For instance,
in 2013, the Japantown Business Association
sponsored fundraising events to provide aid
and support to victims of the Tohoku tsunami
and earthquake in Japan.

Mr. Speaker, we commend Japantown San
José for its 125 years of dedication to the
preservation of Japanese culture in the in-
creasingly diverse Santa Clara Valley. As one
of only three remaining Japantowns in the
United States, Nihonmachi’s contributions to
the cultural preservation of the Japanese
American community and its commitment to
cultural and economic development of the re-
gion serve as a national example of what can
be accomplished by uniting communities and
working toward positive change, diversity, and
mutual respect.
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Mr. MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, | rise
to recognize the life and legacy of Northwest
Florida’s beloved James C. “Buck” Smith, who
passed away peacefully in his home after a
long battle with Alzheimer's on August 11,
2015. A longtime resident of Fort Walton
Beach and former City Councilman, Buck had
a deep love for his family and community, and
his contributions, especially the impact on
youth in the area, will be remembered.

Born on January 7, 1936 in Columbus,
Georgia to Red and Myrtis Clements Smith,
Buck and his siblings moved to Florida’s Gulf
Coast following his mother's passing. Buck,
who had a love for sports, which remained
with him throughout his life, played football at
Choctawhatchee High School, where he grad-
uated Class of 1955, as well as played at
Holmes Junior College in Mississippi.

Upon his return home to Fort Walton Beach,
Buck became an active member of the com-
munity. As a small businessman, Buck started
Smith’s Plumbing, Randall’s Nursery, and
Bucran Corporation. As a leader in the civic
arena, he was elected to serve the area he
loved as Fort Walton Beach City Councilman
from 1983 to 1991. Buck also was a member
of the Shriners and was a Free Mason.

It was his passion for community and its
youth, however, to whom he dedicated much
of his life, by which many will remember Buck.
He was instrumental in securing the Fort Wal-
ton Beach High School’s field house and
baseball field, as well as preparing the tennis
courts for action at Bruner Middle School. He
strongly advocated for the need of a voca-
tional school in the area, helped found the Fel-
lowship of Christian Athletes in Okaloosa
County and the All Sports Association, which
he was inducted into its Hall of Fame in 2004.
Whether it was growing the love of softball in
the area by starting a men’s slow pitch softball
team, which competed at National’s in 1973;
attending high school football games and
cheering on players; or supporting Little
League teams; Buck was inspired by the char-
acter and camaraderie built as a result of par-
ticipating in organized sports. He believed in
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