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Alternatively, | call upon the Speaker to let
the House debate and vote on the Voting
Rights Advancement Act of 2015 (H.R. 2867),
a bill that provides even greater federal over-
sight of jurisdictions which have a history of
voter suppression and protects vulnerable
communities from discriminatory voting prac-
tices.

Second, | call for the passage of H.R. 12,
the Voter Empowerment Act of 2015, legisla-
tion | have co-sponsored that protects voters
from suppression, deception, and other forms
of disenfranchisement by modernizing voter
registration, promoting access to voting for in-
dividuals with disabilities, and protecting the
ability of individuals to exercise the right to
vote in elections for federal office.

Mr. Speaker, before concluding there is one
other point | would like to stress.

In his address to the nation before signing
the Voting Rights Act of 1965, President John-
son said:

Presidents and Congresses, laws and law-
suits can open the doors to the polling places
and open the doors to the wondrous rewards
which await the wise use of the ballot.

But only the individual Negro, and all oth-
ers who have been denied the right to vote,
can really walk through those doors, and can
use that right, and can transform the vote
into an instrument of justice and fulfillment.

In other words, political power—and the jus-
tice, opportunity, inclusion, and fulfillment it
provides—comes not from the right to vote but
in the exercise of that right.

And that means it is the civic obligation of
every citizen to both register and vote in every
election, state and local as well as federal.

Because if we can register and vote, but fail
to do so, we are guilty of voluntary voter sup-
pression, the most effective method of dis-
enfranchisement ever devised.

And in recent years, Americans have not
been doing a very good job of exercising our
civic responsibility to register, vote, and make
their voices heard.

Mr. Speaker, for millions of Americans, the
right to vote protected by the Voting Rights
Act of 1965 is sacred treasure, earned by the
sweat and toil and tears and blood of ordinary
Americans who showed the world it was pos-
sible to accomplish extraordinary things.

So on this 50th anniversary of that landmark
law, let us rededicate ourselves to honoring
those who won for us this precious right by re-
maining vigilant and fighting against both the
efforts of others to abridge or suppress the
right to vote and our own apathy in exercising
this sacred right.
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Mr. SIMPSON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
thank John Revier for the nearly fifteen years
of service he has given me as my Deputy
Chief of Staff and Legislative Director. John’s
last day with my office was yesterday, and
today he is beginning a new phase in his ca-
reer at the ldaho National Laboratory (INL)
where he will serve in Boise as the Director
for State and Regional Government Relations.

Not many staffers come along like John
Revier. For those who know him, they know
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he has one of the sharpest legislative minds of
any staffer | have ever seen. He can break
down any legislative or administrative issue in
an instant and begin charting the course of ac-
tion and implementing it. Many times he does
this before people understand what the prob-
lem actually is and how it is going to affect
them. John has become an expert on so many
different issues it's hard to begin counting
them.

As a Congressional staffer, John accom-
plished a rare feat. He served in both the Sen-
ate District office and Washington, D.C. office
for the late Senator Rod Grams of Minnesota.
He also served in both my Washington, D.C.
office and Boise office. Not many Congres-
sional staffers can say they touched all four
bases in the House and Senate. This served
to impress upon him how to work well with
State and D.C. offices in both the House and
Senate.

John is very proud of his roots in Minnesota
and moreover his hometown of Redwood
Falls. However, we are fortunate that he is
now an Idaho transplant and will continue to
serve ldaho in a new capacity.

| want to thank John’s wife Jani and their
two wonderful children Kate and Sam. They
have allowed John to give much of his time to
me. Moreover, it's been a pleasure to watch
the twins as they are growing up.

| wish John the best in his new position, and
as | like to jokingly say—"good luck to the INL
for taking him away from us”.

———
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Mr. CUELLAR. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the retiring CEO of Gateway Com-
munity Health Center, Miguel Trevino, Jr. Born
on April 14, 1944 in Laredo, Texas. Mr.
Trevino started his career 48 years ago with
the Laredo-Webb County Health Department
working on the Migrant Health Program. This
program later became the private, not-for-profit
corporation Gateway Community Health Cen-
ter, which has provided preventive health pro-
grams including: Family Planning, Breast and
Cervical Cancer Services, and Immunizations.

As the former President of both the Texas
Association of Community Health Centers and
the Community Health Network of South
Texas, Mr. Trevino was passionate about
bringing health care needs to the forefront in
his community.

A proud husband and father of three, Mr.
Trevino is a man of values who has always
extended a hand to those in need. His com-
passion and persistence were exemplified
every day by his eagerness to greet everyone
the moment he walked in the door and his
willingness to pay for patients who couldn’t af-
ford services.

Mr. Speaker, | am honored to recognize Mr.
Trevino. He never wavered and stood his
ground; all to benefit the community and those
in it who were most vulnerable. Thank you for
this time.
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Mr. YOUNG of lowa. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and congratulate Mark
Albers of Boy Scout Troop 182 in Waukee,
lowa for achieving the rank of Eagle Scout.

The Eagle Scout rank is the highest ad-
vancement rank in scouting. Only about five
percent of Boy Scouts earn the Eagle Scout
Award. The award is a performance-based
achievement with high standards that have
been well-maintained for more than a century.

To earn the Eagle Scout rank, a Boy Scout
is obligated to pass specific tests that are or-
ganized by requirements and merit badges,
and must complete an Eagle Project to benefit
the community. For his project, Mark planned,
constructed and installed three professional
grade benches at the Covenant Presbyterian
Church playground in West Des Moines. This
playground is frequently used by area families
and the Head Start Program at the church.
The work ethic Mark has shown in his Eagle
Project and every other project leading up to
his Eagle Scout rank speaks volumes of his
commitment to serving a cause greater than
himself and assisting his community.

Mr. Speaker, the example set by this young
man and his supportive family demonstrates
the rewards of hard work, dedication, and per-
severance. | am honored to represent Mark
and his family in the United States Congress.
| know that all of my colleagues in the United
States House of Representatives will join me
in congratulating him on reaching the rank of
Eagle Scout, and | wish him continued suc-
cess in his future education and career.

CELEBRATING THE SUCCESS OF
THE SPECIAL OLYMPICS WORLD
GAMES IN LOS ANGELES
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Ms. BASS. Mr. Speaker, today | recognize
and celebrate the success of the Special
Olympics World Games in Los Angeles, Cali-
fornia. The Games began on Saturday, July
25, 2015 with spectacular Opening Cere-
monies at the Los Angeles Memorial Coliseum
that featured an address by First Lady
Michelle Obama. The Games ended with fes-
tive Closing Ceremonies at the same venue
on Sunday, August 2, 2015. | am proud to
represent the area that includes not only the
Coliseum, but also the University of Southern
California which has hosted several events, in-
cluding aquatics, basketball, track and field
competitions.

Special Olympics World Games this year in-
cluded over 6,000 athletes from 165 countries
competing in 25 different sports. | am particu-
larly happy to have the Games in Los Angeles
after 16 years of being hosted outside of the
United States.

Since its founding in 1968 by Eunice Ken-
nedy Shriver, the Special Olympics have
played a significant part in fostering greater
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