United States
of America

Congressional Record

th
PROCEEDINGS AND DEBATES OF THE 1 14 CONGRESS, FIRST SESSION

Vol. 161

WASHINGTON, WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 9, 2015

No. 129

House of Representatives

The House met at 10 a.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. CURBELO of Florida).

————

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO
TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
September 9, 2015.

I hereby appoint the Honorable CARLOS
CURBELO to act as Speaker pro tempore on
this day.

JOHN A. BOEHNER,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

———
MORNING-HOUR DEBATE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 6, 2015, the Chair will now recog-
nize Members from lists submitted by
the majority and minority leaders for
morning-hour debate.

The Chair will alternate recognition
between the parties, with each party
limited to 1 hour and each Member
other than the majority and minority
leaders and the minority whip limited
to 5 minutes, but in no event shall de-
bate continue beyond 11:50 a.m.

————
IRAN

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Oregon (Mr. BLUMENAUER) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker,
our vote on the nuclear agreement
with Iran will be the most important
decision I have made in Congress since
voting against the disastrous Iraq war.

I am under no illusions that the cler-
ics and military that run Iran are
friends of the United States. To the
contrary, they are engaged in activi-
ties that are opposed to the United
States interests and those of many of
our friends and allies.

This agreement does not resolve all
our differences, change Iranian behav-
iors, or provide greater freedom for its
people. What it does do is give the
world 15 years of security to prevent
Iran from developing nuclear weapons.

It also demonstrates our ability to
work with our international partners—
France, Great Britain, Germany, espe-
cially Russia and China—to bring Iran
to the negotiating table, to force them
to make important concessions, and to
retain the ability to re-impose crip-
pling sanctions if they violate the
agreement.

It has a strong mechanism for sur-
veillance and snapping back sanctions
to give us confidence that it is strongly
in the Iranians’ interest to comply.

Fifteen years is not forever. But tak-
ing the current nuclear breakout time
of less than 15 weeks for Iran to a min-
imum of a year and having assurance
for 15 years is a remarkable achieve-
ment.

The alternative is not ‘‘a better
deal.” There is no evidence that there
is something beyond this agreement
that the Iranians would agree with or,
most critically, that has the support of
the other five countries that made this
agreement possible in the first place.

The alternative is for the United
States to lose the support of our allies
so that Iran gets access to its money
anyway, the partnership dissolves, and
this important moment is lost.

The United States still retains the
ability to walk away from the deal if it
is rejected or violated by Iran. This
puts us in a much stronger position to
re-impose sanctions with more lever-
age going forward.

In the final analysis, the TUnited
States or Israel, for that matter, can
always resort to military force. But it
is far better, however, to make this
agreement work, to monitor and en-
force it, and build on this unique inter-
national partnership.

Our work will not be done in the Mid-
dle East with Iran, even if this agree-

ment is adopted and Iran abides by it.
We still must be prepared to confront
Iran where they are involved with ag-
gressive action against other countries,
especially our allies.

We must be prepared to support our
friends in the Middle East, like Israel
and Saudi Arabia. We must be prepared
to make the diplomatic efforts and
demonstrate commitment and resolve
wherever it is necessary.

Those who would resort to force in
the first instance will always retain
that option.

We risk little trying to make diplo-
macy with rigorous inspections work
and to strengthen the partnership with
countries that made this agreement
possible, to redouble our ongoing ef-
forts to stabilize this deeply troubled
Middle East region.

The agreement doesn’t solve our
problems, but it simplifies one of the
greatest threats to the Middle East,
not just Iranian nuclear weapons, but a
potential nuclear arms race with po-
tentially catastrophic results.

I am comfortable being in agreement
with some of the most distinguished
leaders of past American administra-
tions, both Republican and Demo-
cratic, who have agreed, notwith-
standing their reservations and cau-
tions, that the acceptance of this
agreement is the best path forward for
the United States and world peace.

It is sad that, for the very first time,
a critical American foreign policy deci-
sion has become so partisan in Con-
gress. But the weight of evidence is for
the agreement to be adopted, and we
should do so.

———

APOLOGY TO THE VICTIMS OF THE
“IRANIAN NUCLEAR ATTACK”
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Ohio (Mr. JOHNSON) for 5 minutes.
Mr. JOHNSON of Ohio. Mr. Speaker,
because speeches made here on the
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House floor are preserved for history, I
want to speak to the future, to present
a plausible scenario and an apology, an
apology to be heard by the survivors,
an apology to every victim of what will
forever be known as the Iranian nu-
clear attack.

I expect it will be after the year 2030
before anyone takes any real notice of
this apology. Someone will find it
while surfing what remains of the
Internet, maybe in Israel, Western Eu-
rope, or here in the United States,
someone surrounded by the smoking
ruins of leveled buildings, the inciner-
ated corpses of those lucky enough to
have been killed in the first seconds of
the blast, and the wails of anguish of
those left to die and mourn.

It is especially ironic and heart-
breaking to be speaking about this as
today, in 2015, we prepare to remember
those Kkilled in the 9/11 terrorist at-
tacks.

So to the people of 2030, on behalf of
America, I am truly sorry. I am sorry
we failed to stop President Obama from
releasing $150 billion to fuel the de-
structive fantasies of terrorist leaders
in Iran that lit the fuse.

During my 26-year career in the
United States Air Force, America’s
leaders believed in mutually assured
destruction, the MAD theory.

We thought, if one nation such as the
Soviet Union launched nuclear mis-
siles, the other nation would do so as
well and both would be destroyed. This
potential of mutual destruction kept
those missiles in their silos.

But that theory does not apply to
dealing with the leaders of Iran, who
are dangerous fanatics, motivated by
evil, not self-preservation.

So the madness in Iran means the
MAD theory doesn’t apply in 2015. And
that is why I am sorry that we who
lead America in 2015 failed to stop
President Obama from helping Iranian
terrorists and Iranian tyrants build an
intercontinental ballistic missile sys-
tem.

I am also sad to say that the people
hearing my message in 2030 will bear
witness to the fact that Iranian mis-
siles can, indeed, deliver nuclear holo-
caust to America’s soil.

In the Air Force, I worked alongside
other military strategists to ensure
that missiles would never strike here.
But, in 2015, America’s President and
his supporters discarded those con-
cerns.

So to our countrymen of 2030 and to
our friends in Israel whose land now
lies fallow and wrecked, let me now say
we were wrong. We struggle to imagine
what you must be going through. The
death and destruction that once haunt-
ed your nightmares now plays out be-
fore you.

Families and friends are either dead
or lined up at makeshift morgues to
claim the bodies of loved ones. Food
and water are scarce or contaminated
with radiation. Refugees from the blast
area stagger down gridlocked highways
where traffic stopped when the detona-
tion occurred.
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We thought we had seen the worst of
humanity’s hate on September 11, 2001,
but that atrocity now pales in compari-
son. The similarities between the trag-
ic missteps of Barack Obama and Nev-
ille Chamberlain, who foolishly trusted
Nazi Germany, are obvious.

Mr. Obama says his deal with Iran
will somehow lead to peace. Mr. Cham-
berlain made the same assertion,
claiming that his pact with the Nazis
would lead to ‘‘peace for our time.”

In 2015, I spoke in opposition to the
deal that led to the 2030 Iranian nu-
clear attack because I well remember
the words of the theologian Bonhoeffer
who eventually died in a Nazi torture
chamber.

In confronting the murderous mad-
men of his time, he declared that ‘“Si-
lence in the face of evil is itself evil:
God will not hold us guiltless. Not to
speak is to speak. Not to act is to act.”

In 2015, many of us spoke, many of us
acted, but the powers of evil still won
the day. And now the innocent dead of
2030 call out with just one question:
How could the leaders of 2015 let this
happen?

The answer is simple and sad: Be-
cause, despite our best efforts, we
couldn’t stop the deal that funded,
armed, and unleashed nuclear hell from
the madmen of Iran. We allowed the
power and persistence of the foolish to
deliver a corrupt contract with a na-
tion of terror. And, in 2030, the day of
reckoning arrived. And for that I am
truly very, very sorry.

May God have mercy on us all.

———

IMMIGRATION

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Illinois (Mr. GUTIERREZ) for 5 minutes.

Mr. GUTIERREZ. Mr. Speaker, you
know in the movies when someone has
to make a choice and a little devil and
a little angel appear on their shoulder
to give good and bad advice? Well, that
is what I feel America is going to feel
like in a couple of weeks when His Ho-
liness Pope Francisco comes to visit
us, including an address in this very
room.

On one shoulder, we have a billion-
aire out there saying Mexicans are
murderers; immigrants come to this
country to get on welfare; our best
days are behind us; and just getting
tough and insulting people will solve
all of our problems and make us great
again.

And almost everyone else in his
party is scrambling to catch up so they
don’t miss out on the wave of populist
anger he is tapping and feeding with a
mix of untruths, half-truths, and good
old-fashioned racism.

On the other shoulder is a man who is
not afraid to touch the feet of the poor
and recognizes their humanity even in
their poverty. He is a man who sees ac-
tual human problems, like our environ-
ment, and tries to bring us together to
do something about it. He is a man
who, through deeds, declarations, and
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his own demeanor says in a clear voice:
Welcome the stranger, and come onto
me.

He does not blame a nation’s prob-
lems on the strangers at the gate or
says ‘‘get the hell out.” In many ways,
Pope Francis represents the Anti-
Trump, the antidote to his venom.

I, like a lot of my Democratic col-
leagues and a lot of my Catholic col-
leagues and, frankly, the majority of
American of all faiths and political
stripes across the Nation, am very
much looking forward to the Pope’s
visit and the Pope’s words because our
Nation needs a counterbalance, a coun-
terweight, to what has become the
ugliest, most =xenophobic, and most
anti-immigration campaign in any-
one’s memory.

You can also throw in large helpings
of anti-woman, anti-environmental,
and anti-poor attacks in there as well.

Shortly after The Donald announced
with great fanfare and extreme insult
and unvarnished racism that he would
inflict his campaign for the White
House on the Nation, I came to this
well to address my colleagues on July
9.

I discussed a reasoned approach to
dealing with the immigrant criminals
who must be locked up and deported
and distinguishing them from the vast
majority of America’s immigrants who
live peacefully and helpfully among us.

They come here to work and to make
a better life for themselves and their
families, as my parents did when they
left Puerto Rico in the fifties to seek a
better life, eventually landing in Chi-
cago.

It is the strength and the advantage
of our Nation that we come from every-
where, but we have put together the
best Nation on Earth by working to-
gether. It is what defines us as a peo-
ple.

Most of our ancestors came to this
land of their own free will, and some
did not. Most came here seeking a
dream or running away from a night-
mare or sometimes both.

Most of us came here legally, some-
times waiting in lines that lasted
years. And some of us, when legality
was not an option and there was no line
to stand in, came anyway because work
and freedom are so plentiful.

But in the United States, we came
together from many nations and tradi-
tions and languages and religions and
made the one Nation that stands above
all others as the defender of liberty,
the engine of the world economy, and
the beacon of freedom recognized in
every corner of the globe.

We are proud of our accomplish-
ments, as we should be, despite our
humble beginnings, when no one and no
other nation thought we could survive
to take our place among the nations of
the world.

As the Pope joins us this month to
deliver his message of peace and inclu-
sion, I urge all of us to remember the
many challenges we have faced as a Na-
tion and the many obstacles we have
overcome.
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