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would deal with forest health and re-
duce the danger and the cost of future
firefights.

The trend is that two-thirds of the
budget in the next 10 years will be fire-
fighting. Absolutely, totally unaccept-
able.

These fires ought to be treated like
any other natural disaster, not deci-
mate our ability to manage our na-
tional forests.

The people dealing with these
megafires know that part of the prob-
lem is climate change making itself
felt. Less than 2 percent of these
megafires consume almost one-third of
the total fire suppression costs because
our forests are drier.

There is less snow and rainfall, one
more graphic reminder of the dev-
astating impact of climate change,
with higher temperatures and less
water.

It is past time that Congress steps up
to reduce carbon emissions. Perhaps
the Pope in 2 weeks will inspire us to
do something about climate change.

But, in the meantime, we should at
least pass H.R. 167, the Wildfire Dis-
aster Act—bipartisan legislation intro-
duced on the very first day of this Con-
gress, but languishing in committee—
that would treat megafires like other
natural disasters, not discriminate
against the Forest Service.

One final point is that we should stop
making the problem worse by allowing
more and more people to move into the
fire zone in the wildland-urban inter-
face and give these people the illusion
that somehow they are going to be pro-
vided with urban-level fire protection.
Sixty percent of the new homes since
1990 have been built in the flame zone.

We should stop this madness because
we are putting more people at risk not
just to their properties and their fami-
lies, but also the men and women who
fight forest fires to protect structures.

Remember the 19 hotshots who were
killed in Arizona a couple years ago
who lost their lives trying to save
homes that probably shouldn’t have
been there in the first place?

Commonsense budgeting, fighting
climate change, and reasonable land
use will reduce costs, protect lives, and
allow us to begin spending money on
prevention, which will, in turn, reduce
further costs. It more than pays for
itself.

Sensible budgeting, prevention,
sound land use planning, will protect
people and our forests, along with our
budgets, while we start our long over-
due actions to reduce carbon pollution.

It is time that Congress steps up to
start addressing these problems now.
This is not rocket science.

——————

MINNESOTA’S BEST BAGGER GOES
TO THE SIXTH DISTRICT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Minnesota (Mr. EMMER) for 5 minutes.

Mr. EMMER of Minnesota. Mr.
Speaker, I rise today to congratulate
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Lauren Gillson of St. Cloud for her
first place win in the Minnesota Gro-
cers Association 2015 Best Bagger Con-
test, which took place at the Mall of
America last month.

I would also like to commend the
Minnesota Grocers Association for
hosting this competition. It dem-
onstrates how much value they place
on providing excellent customer serv-
ice.

Anyone who visits a grocery store
will understand just how crucial a
bagger’s role is to the industry. They
are, by far, one of the most memorable
employees in the store, as they are the
last person to be in contact with the
customer. A bagger can often make or
break the customer’s overall experi-
ence.

Lauren competed against nine others
before winning first place. Her win is
truly impressive, as she has only
worked at Lunds & Byerlys in St.
Cloud for less than a month.

I wish Lauren good luck as she com-
petes in the 2016 National Grocers As-
sociation Best Bagger Championship
this February.

LIVE UNTIL THE DAY YOU DIE

Mr. EMMER of Minnesota. Mr.
Speaker, I rise today to recognize Jim
Davis for all that he has done to help
those affected by cancer.

Over the past 4 months, Jim has
flown throughout the continental
United States and given free plane
rides to cancer survivors and patients.
By sharing his passion for flying, Jim
has brought comfort and everlasting
memories to these individuals in their
time of need.

What truly is amazing about Jim’s
story is that he is going through a
similar situation as the people he is
helping.

After being diagnosed with liver can-
cer and given just 9 months to live,
Jim decided that he wasn’t going to
give up. Instead, he made it his mission
to help others affected by this terrible
disease.

Jim has said, ‘“‘Some people get a
cancer diagnosis and just sit and wait
to die. Not me. I want to live. Cancer
patients, live until the day you die.”

Jim, I want to thank you for your
amazing acts of kindness. I am in awe
of your positive attitude and capacity
for helping others.

MINNESOTA IS PROUD OF HER VETERANS

Mr. EMMER of Minnesota. Mr.
Speaker, I rise today to celebrate the
individuals from my district who were
recently recognized for Veterans’
Voices Awards.

I am proud to recognize State Rep-
resentative Bob Dettmer of Forest
Lake, Minnesota; Ralph Donais of Elk
River; Jim Tuorila of St. Cloud; Megan
Allen of Ramsey; Scott Glew of Elk
River; and Shelby Marie Hadley of
Rice.

These awards are given to individuals
who have nobly served their country in
the Armed Forces and gone on to vol-
unteer in their communities after re-
turning home.
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Each one of these incredible men and
women, chosen by the Minnesota Hu-
manities Center, has positively im-
pacted the United States and Min-
nesota’s Sixth District in a major way.

There is so much to thank these indi-
viduals for. Thank you for defending
our country and for realizing that
there was still so much to be accom-
plished once you returned home. Your
work has not gone unnoticed, and we
are forever grateful.

——
THREE AMERICAN HEROES

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
California (Mr. BERA) for 5 minutes.

Mr. BERA. Mr. Speaker, today I rise
to recognize the three young men from
Sacramento County who have deep
roots in my district and whose quick
thinking onboard a train to Paris saved
lives and inspired our country.

Alek Skarlatos, Anthony Sadler, and
Spencer Stone sprang into action to
stop a man wielding a gun and a box
cutter onboard their train. The child-
hood friends were on vacation when the
gunman burst into their cabin.

As an Oregon Army National Guards-
man, Army Specialist Alek Skarlatos
had recently returned from a tour in
Afghanistan. He was the first to sound
the alarm, telling his friends, ‘“‘Let’s
g0,” as they moved to subdue the gun-
man.

Anthony Sadler, a senior at Sac-
ramento State University, and Airman
First Class Spencer Stone of the United
States Air Force acted without hesi-
tation.

Stone was slashed while trying to
disarm the man, but the injury did not
stop him. After subduing the gunman,
the trained EMT went on to help treat
other injured passengers.

These men showed bravery as they
put themselves in harm’s way to save
those around them. Today I commend
them and recognize their great service.

A parade in their honor will be held
tomorrow in Sacramento. The date
September 11 is fitting. They will be
welcomed home and honored for their
heroism. The story of these three men
is a reminder that everyone can be a
hero.

Thank you, Alek, Anthony, and
Spencer. You have made your home-
town proud, and you have made the
United States proud.

————
REFUGEES

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Florida (Mr. CURBELO) for 5 minutes.

Mr. CURBELO of Florida. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to draw attention to the
tragic humanitarian crisis currently
underway with the migration of refu-
gees from Jordan, Lebanon, and Tur-
key making their way into Western
Europe.

With the unfolding of the horrific
conflict in Syria and the continuing
grotesque violence of ISIS, we can only
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