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seeking; yet we have just handed it to 
them on a platter. 

Let’s remember, when the negotia-
tions began, Iran was an isolated na-
tion. Their economy was in ruins; they 
were under heavy sanctions and were 
outside the international community, 
but this process has ended with the ad-
ministration isolating and hammering 
Israel and the administration coercing 
Congress to accept a deal by asserting 
that the United States would otherwise 
be blamed for it falling apart. 

On August 5, the President gave a 
speech to promote the Iran agreement, 
and he delivered the following line, 
which had its intended effect of iso-
lating Israel and minimizing her con-
cerns. Because this is such a strong 
deal, he said, every other nation in the 
world has commented publicly, with 
the exception of the Israeli Govern-
ment, that they have expressed their 
support. 

I understand my time has expired, 
Mr. Speaker, but I do want to just note 
again that a nuclear-armed Iran is the 
greatest threat we have to our own na-
tional security going forward, and giv-
ing the international stamp of approval 
to them will make the world a less safe 
place and jeopardize the United States 
of America, our citizens, and our allies 
abroad. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until noon 
today. 

Accordingly (at 11 o’clock and 13 
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess. 

f 

b 1200 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker at 
noon. 

f 

PRAYER 

Reverend Andrew Walton, Capitol 
Hill Presbyterian Church, Washington, 
D.C., offered the following prayer: 

As vacations and recesses draw to a 
close, we give thanks for the gift of 
rest and recreation afforded us while so 
many in our country and world have 
spent those same days in fear and suf-
fering. 

May we leave business as usual in the 
shadows of yesterday, seeking to shine 
with renewed purpose, inspired wisdom, 
and transformative action. 

May every person associated with 
these Halls of power remember their 
calling as public servants to humbly 
hold the hopes, dreams, and trust of 
people from every walk of life in every 
State, city, town, village, and neigh-
borhood of our country and world. 

As numerous streams of opinion, in-
terest, and need flow into the proce-
dures, process, and decisions of this 

day and days ahead, may there be wis-
dom and patience to allow them to find 
their way to pools and ponds of peace, 
rivers of mercy, and eventually oceans 
of compassion and common good for all 
people. 

Amen. 

f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House 
his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER. Will the gentle-
woman from California (Mrs. MIMI 
WALTERS) come forward and lead the 
House in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mrs. MIMI WALTERS of California 
led the Pledge of Allegiance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will enter-
tain up to 15 requests for 1-minute 
speeches on each side of the aisle. 

f 

IRAN DEAL: NOT VERIFIABLE, 
ENFORCEABLE, OR ACCOUNTABLE 

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, there is a clear fact that 
these are dangerous times and that the 
regime in Iran is a dangerous threat to 
world peace. The President’s legacy of 
failed policies of weakness has led to 
the Middle East in chaos, with refugee 
families fleeing for their lives and 
many drowning at sea. 

It is not too late to stop a bad situa-
tion from getting even worse. A nu-
clear-armed Iran is a threat to every 
country everywhere. We need a deal 
that is verifiable, enforceable, and ac-
countable. 

Is it verifiable? No. Because of secret 
deals, it will be the Iranians who get to 
certify whether or not they are com-
plying. 

Is it enforceable? No, because the 
sanctions that have been effective in 
forcing them to the bargaining table 
will be lifted. Iran will then have the 
money it needs to complete its nuclear 
programs, missile development, and ex-
pand their funding of terror. With fu-
ture terrorist attacks, media should 
trace the funding to determine if the 
source is from this deal. 

Is it accountable? No, because the 
deal permits Iran to keep thousands of 
nuclear centrifuges to enrich uranium. 

In conclusion, God bless our troops, 
and may the President by his actions 

never forget September the 11th in the 
global war on terrorism. 

f 

KEO 50TH ANNIVERSARY CELE-
BRATION ON FRIDAY, SEP-
TEMBER 11, 2015 

(Ms. GABBARD asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. GABBARD. Mr. Speaker, this 
year marks the 50th anniversary of the 
Kauai Economic Opportunity, a non-
profit multiagency known as KEO. 

For half a century, this agency has 
been providing services to thousands of 
Kauai residents in need, to ease the 
pain of poverty, and to help them 
achieve self-sufficiency. As the only 
human services organization on that 
island, they have been a lifeline for 
low-income families and individuals 
who are looking for a second chance. In 
the past year alone, KEO has assisted 
over 5,000 individuals with housing, 
education, food, medical services, legal 
services, child care, transportation, 
disaster preparedness, employment op-
portunities, and so much more. 

I would like to say mahalo nui loa to 
CEO MaBel Ferreiro-Fujiuchi, Chair 
Brenda Viado, the board members, 
staff, volunteers, and everyone else 
who selflessly dedicated their time, at-
tention, and aloha to ensure the people 
of Kauai always have a friend to help 
them in their time of need. 

f 

STOP THE BARRIERS OF OUR 
FOREST SERVICE 

(Mr. LAMALFA asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. LAMALFA. Mr. Speaker, well, 
once again, with the end of a summer 
vacation that still has, in California 
and the West, the onset of fire season, 
California has seen twice the number of 
acres of trees burned so far this year, 
and fire season is far from over. 

While we are working to pass reforms 
to return responsible management to 
our national forests, the work doesn’t 
stop when the fires are put out. 

Every single day that a tree lies dead 
on the floor of the forest means it loses 
more and more of its salvage value and 
then becomes a cost of the taxpayers to 
remove later, and it is also more dan-
gerous fuel for the next fire. 

It is imperative that the Forest Serv-
ice act rapidly to salvage these downed 
trees and conduct replanting and forest 
recovery or we will simply end up with 
more fuel on the ground the next time 
an area burns. 

While the Forest Service estimates 
there are 12 million dead trees already 
in the Sierra Nevada, virtually no work 
is being done to remove these dead 
trees from these forests. We must stop 
the barriers to getting the work done 
that is needed for our forests to be 
healthy and safe. 
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JOINT COMPREHENSIVE PLAN OF 

ACTION 

(Mr. MOULTON asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. MOULTON. Mr. Speaker, I come 
to the floor today to ask a simple ques-
tion of those who oppose the Joint 
Comprehensive Plan of Action. 

Can you show me a viable alternative 
to this agreement that will lead to 
tougher international sanctions on 
Iran and prevent Iran from acquiring a 
nuclear weapon? 

Scholars and diplomats, including 
President Bush’s Iran negotiator, Am-
bassador Nicholas Burns, have stated 
before Members of this very body that 
there is no way we will be able to keep 
Russia, China, and India in the sanc-
tions regime if we reject this agree-
ment. We tried secondary sanctions in 
1996, and they failed. Our European al-
lies have made it clear that, should the 
United States reject this agreement, 
we are on our own. 

Despite these facts, it baffles me that 
some of my colleagues have concluded 
that, by rejecting this agreement, we 
can somehow get a better deal with 
less leverage. 

No deal is perfect, especially one ne-
gotiated among adversaries, but the 
Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action is 
the best option we have on the table 
today. This agreement puts the United 
States in a better position to confront 
the Iranian regime’s threat to world 
peace. 

f 

OPPOSITION TO THE PRESIDENT’S 
EXECUTIVE AGREEMENT WITH 
IRAN 

(Mr. PITTS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. PITTS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
in opposition to the President’s pro-
posed agreement with Iran. 

Iran is the world’s number one state 
sponsor of terrorism. They support the 
murderous Assad regime in Syria, they 
support Hezbollah terrorists in Leb-
anon, and they support the Houthi 
rebels in Yemen. Iran-backed militias 
have killed American troops in Iraq. 

Negotiation is founded upon trust, 
and there can be no trust for the 
mullahs who run Iran. To quote Nobel 
Peace Prize winner Elie Wiesel: ‘‘Re-
gimes rooted in brutality must never 
be trusted. And the words and actions 
of the leadership of Iran leave no doubt 
as to their intentions.’’ 

In March, I joined with 366 of my fel-
low Members of Congress, including 130 
Democrats, in a letter to President 
Obama. We agreed that any deal with 
Iran must last for multiple decades and 
include full disclosure of Iran’s past 
nuclear pursuits with anytime, any-
where inspections for verification. This 
agreement does not meet these stand-
ards. 

For these and many other reasons, 
we must not support it. 

f 

POPE FRANCIS 

(Mr. TONKO asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. TONKO. Mr. Speaker, Pope 
Francis will address this body in a 
joint session this month, and I join my 
colleagues on both sides of the aisle 
when I say I am eager to receive the 
Holy Father’s message of peace as a re-
minder of where our priorities should 
be in our work here in the House. 

As the Pope explained earlier this 
year in an encyclical, becoming a bet-
ter steward of our environment should 
be a priority for all of us. 

The leader of the Catholic Church ac-
curately points out that it is a moral 
imperative to care for others and the 
gifts we have been given by addressing 
climate change, and addressing it now. 
It is time to work together to better 
protect our environment and build a 
culture of stewardship. 

I thank Pope Francis for his focus on 
this issue, and I hope the words he will 
share in 2 weeks ring true with all of 
us, including those who continue to 
deny climate change, both in this body 
and around the world. For having the 
wisdom to change one’s mind and 
evolve in thought is a blessing. 

I hope the Pope’s encyclical will en-
courage deniers to work with us to find 
creative ways to clean up our environ-
ment, help create jobs, and make our 
world just a little bit better and more 
peaceful for our kids and our 
grandkids. 

f 

RECOGNIZING DR. VICKI RUIZ 

(Mrs. MIMI WALTERS of California 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute.) 

Mrs. MIMI WALTERS of California. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise in recognition of 
Dr. Vicki Ruiz, a distinguished pro-
fessor of history and Chicano/Latino 
studies at the University of California, 
Irvine. 

Dr. Ruiz is also the president of the 
American Historical Association, and 
was most recently named a recipient of 
the 2014 National Humanities Medal. 
The National Humanities Medal is 
awarded to those who have deepened 
the country’s understanding of human-
ities and broadened citizens’ engage-
ment with history, literature, lan-
guages, and philosophy. 

This afternoon, Dr. Ruiz will be one 
of only 10 honorees from top univer-
sities to receive this prestigious award 
from President Obama. In fact, Dr. 
Ruiz is the first faculty member of UCI 
to receive the National Humanities 
Medal. 

As the first in her family to earn an 
advanced degree, Dr. Ruiz began her 
work at UCI in 2001. In 2008, she was 
named Dean of Humanities, and cur-
rently chairs the Department of Chi-

cano/Latino Studies in the School of 
Social Sciences. 

Please join me in recognizing Dr. 
Ruiz as she receives this prestigious 
award today at the White House. 

f 

RESTORE HONOR TO SERVICE 
MEMBERS ACT 

(Mr. HIGGINS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. HIGGINS. Mr. Speaker, during 
the debate on repealing Don’t Ask, 
Don’t Tell 4 years ago, we noted that 
gay and lesbian Americans have fought 
with distinction in every war in our 
Nation’s history, which is true. But 
while they fought to protect us, we 
failed to protect them. 

Over 100,000 Americans were dis-
charged from the military between 1945 
and 2011 solely because of their sexual 
orientation. These discharges were 
often less than honorable, which im-
pacted their veterans benefits and 
served as a rebuke to their service and 
sacrifice. 

We can and must do better. 
The Department of Defense allows 

veterans who were discharged solely 
for their sexual orientation to petition 
for an upgrade to an honorable dis-
charge. I encourage all of my col-
leagues to conduct research in their 
districts to inform veterans of this op-
portunity and to assist them in their 
applications. 

Congress should pass the Restore 
Honor to Service Members Act, intro-
duced by Senator KIRSTEN GILLIBRAND 
and Congressman MARK POCAN, to cod-
ify this opportunity for veterans to re-
move this insult from their records. 

A good and grateful Nation owes 
these brave Americans nothing less. 

f 

IRAN NUCLEAR DEAL 
(Mr. CRAWFORD asked and was 

given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. CRAWFORD. Mr. Speaker, ever 
since the Iranian agreement’s comple-
tion, its proponents have insisted that 
the deal is based on verification, not on 
trust. That is because Iran is not a 
country that can be trusted, evidenced 
by their funding of terror, detention of 
American citizens, and past attempts 
of secretive nuclear armament. 

However, as details are continuing to 
be revealed, it is clear that negotia-
tions were, in fact, based on trust. The 
verification this agreement hinges 
upon has been entrusted to the Ira-
nians themselves, while objective in-
spections of their facilities can be de-
layed for weeks and weeks at a time. 
To top it all off, Congress still doesn’t 
have access to the agreement in its en-
tirely. 

It is entirely naive for supporters of 
this agreement to trust an unstable, 
hostile theocracy to self-certify on nu-
clear weapons when the Federal Gov-
ernment doesn’t even trust our own 
American citizens, farmers and ranch-
ers, to self-certify on farm fuel storage. 
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