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The Senate met at 9:30 a.m. and was
called to order by the President pro
tempore (Mr. HATCH).

——
PRAYER

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer:

Let us pray.

Eternal God, our rock, we trust You
to guide our Nation. We find consola-
tion in remembering how You have led
us in the past.

Lord, our lawmakers need Your wis-
dom to make decisions that will reflect
Your will. They can only guess about
the future, but You comprehend the
destiny of our world at a glance. The
hearts of Kings, Presidents, and poten-
tates are in Your hands, and You cho-
reograph circumstances as You desire.
So save us from ourselves by guiding
our Senators with the might of Your
prevailing providence.

Lord, let Your will be done on Earth
as it is done in Heaven.

We pray in Your sovereign Name.
Amen.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The President pro tempore led the
Pledge of Allegiance, as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I suggest
the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
HELLER). The clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

————
RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY
LEADER

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority leader is recognized.

Senate

UNANIMOUS CONSENT REQUEST—
H.J. RES. 61

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that on Thurs-
day, September 10, at 3 p.m., the sub-
stitute amendment to H.J. Res. 61 be
agreed to; the joint resolution, as
amended, be read a third time; and the
Senate vote on passage of the joint res-
olution, as amended.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection?

Mr. REID. I object.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-
tion is heard.

——
RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY
LEADER

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
Democratic leader is recognized.
———
UNANIMOUS CONSENT REQUEST—
H.J. RES. 61

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the cloture mo-
tions with respect to the McConnell
substitute amendment No. 2640 and
H.J. Res. 61 be withdrawn; that the
pending amendments and the motion
to commit, with the exception of the
McConnell substitute amendment, be
withdrawn; that no other amendments,
points of order, or motions be in order
to the joint resolution or the McCon-
nell substitute prior to the vote on the
McConnell substitute amendment; that
at 3:45 p.m. today, the Senate proceed
to vote on the McConnell substitute
amendment; that the amendment be
subject to a 60-affirmative-vote thresh-
old; further, that if the McConnell
amendment is agreed to, H.J. Res. 61,
as amended, be read a third time and
passed.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection?

Mr. McCONNELL. I object.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-
tion is heard.

The majority leader.

UNANIMOUS CONSENT
AGREEMENT—H.J. RES. 61

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that notwith-
standing rule XXII, the cloture vote on
the substitute amendment to H.J. Res.
61 occur at 3 p.m. today, with the time
until 3:45 p.m. equally divided between
the two leaders or their designees.

Mr. REID addressed the Chair.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Will the
majority leader clarify the time of the
vote?

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
withdraw that consent and propound
another one.

I ask unanimous consent that not-
withstanding rule XXII, the cloture
vote on the substitute amendment to
H.J. Res. 61 occur at 3:45 p.m. today,
with the time until 3:45 p.m. equally di-
vided between the two leaders or their
designees.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection?

The Democratic leader.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, reserving
the right to object, I have a few brief
remarks, and then I will respond to my
friend.

By the end of the day, the Senate
will have spent 3 days debating one of
the most critical national security
issues of our time—and that is prob-
ably an understatement—whether to
support the agreement to stop Iran
from getting a nuclear weapon.

From the beginning of this process,
Democrats have done everything with-
in our power to support this debate. We
allowed the Senate to begin important
debate without any procedural hur-
dles—none whatsoever. Democrats un-
derstand the severity of the urgent na-
tional security issue that is before this
body, and that is why we offered a con-
sent agreement at the beginning of the
week to eliminate all procedural hur-
dles and move straight to the final pas-
sage vote after the debate. I did that
again this morning, but the Republican
leader did not take that offer. Instead,
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