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ensure that each individual in the United
States has the literacy skills necessary to
succeed at home, at work, and in society:
Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates the week of September 20
through 26, 2015, as ‘‘National Adult Edu-
cation and Family Literacy Week’ to raise
public awareness about the importance of
adult education, workforce skills, and family
literacy;

(2) encourages people across the United
States to support programs to assist individ-
uals in need of adult education, workforce
skills, and family literacy programs;

(3) recognizes the importance of adult edu-
cation, workforce skills, and family literacy
programs; and

(4) calls upon public, private, and nonprofit
entities to support increased access to adult
education and family literacy programs to
ensure a literate society.

———

SENATE RESOLUTION  259—HON-
ORING THE BRAVERY AND HER-
OISM OF THOSE WHO SELF-
LESSLY PREVENTED A DEADLY
TERRORIST ATTACK AND SAVED
COUNTLESS LIVES WHILE
ABOARD A PASSENGER TRAIN
BOUND FROM AMSTERDAM TO
PARIS ON AUGUST 21, 2015

Mrs. FEINSTEIN (for herself, Mrs.
BOXER, Mr. WYDEN, Mr. MERKLEY, Mr.
McCAIN, Mr. GRASSLEY, Mr. MCcCCON-
NELL, Mr. REID, Mr. ALEXANDER, Ms.
AYOTTE, Ms. BALDWIN, Mr. BARRASSO,
Mr. BENNET, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Mr.
BLUNT, Mr. BOOKER, Mr. BOOZMAN, Mr.
BROWN, Mr. BURR, Ms. CANTWELL, Mrs.
CAPITO, Mr. CARDIN, Mr. CARPER, Mr.
CASEY, Mr. CAsSIDY, Mr. COATS, Mr.
COCHRAN, Ms. COLLINS, Mr. COONS, Mr.
CORKER, Mr. CORNYN, Mr. COTTON, Mr.
CRAPO, Mr. CRUZ, Mr. DAINES, Mr. DON-
NELLY, Mr. DURBIN, Mr. ENzI, Mrs.
ERNST, Mrs. FISCHER, Mr. FLAKE, Mr.
FRANKEN, Mr. GARDNER, Mrs. GILLI-
BRAND, Mr. GRAHAM, Mr. HATCH, Mr.
HEINRICH, Ms. HEITKAMP, Mr. HELLER,
Ms. HIRONO, Mr. HOEVEN, Mr. INHOFE,
Mr. ISAKSON, Mr. JOHNSON, Mr. KAINE,

Mr. KING, Mr. KIRK, Ms. KLOBUCHAR,
Mr. LANKFORD, Mr. LEAHY, Mr. LEE,
Mr. MANCHIN, Mr. MARKEY, Mrs.

MCCASKILL, Mr. MENENDEZ, Ms. MIKUL-
SKI, Mr. MORAN, Ms. MURKOWSKI, Mr.
MURPHY, Mrs. MURRAY, Mr. NELSON,
Mr. PAUL, Mr. PERDUE, Mr. PETERS,
Mr. PORTMAN, Mr. REED, Mr. RISCH, Mr.
ROBERTS, Mr. ROUNDS, Mr. RUBIO, Mr.
SANDERS, Mr. SASSE, Mr. SCHATZ, Mr.
SCHUMER, Mr. ScoTT, Mr. SESSIONS,
Mrs. SHAHEEN, Mr. SHELBY, Ms. STABE-
NOW, Mr. SULLIVAN, Mr. TESTER, Mr.
THUNE, Mr. TiLLiS, Mr. TOOMEY, Mr.
UDALL, Mr. VITTER, Mr. WARNER, Ms.
WARREN, Mr. WHITEHOUSE, and Mr.
WICKER) submitted the following reso-
lution; which was considered and
agreed to:
S. RES. 259

Whereas, on Friday, August 21, 2015, United
States Air Force Airman First Class Spencer
Stone, Oregon Army National Guard Spe-
cialist Aleksander Skarlatos, college student
Anthony Sadler, and others selflessly risked
their lives and forcibly subdued a gunman on
a train carrying more than 500 passengers;

Whereas the gunman was armed with a Ka-
lashnikov assault rifle, a handgun, a box cut-
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ter, and 9 magazines carrying hundreds of
rounds of ammunition and could have killed
and injured dozens of passengers had the
gunman not been stopped;

Whereas Mark Moogalian, a 51 year old
French-American professor and musician,
courageously attempted to subdue the gun-
man and wrestled the Kalashnikov away
from the gunman, but was shot by the gun-
man;

Whereas United States Air Force Airman
First Class Spencer Stone, Oregon Army Na-
tional Guard Specialist Aleksander
Skarlatos, college student Anthony Sadler,
and British consultant Chris Norman took
courageous action on their own initiative
and forcibly subdued the gunman, rendering
the gunman unconscious and tying up the
gunman on the floor of the train with t-
shirts;

Whereas United States Air Force Airman
First Class Spencer Stone suffered serious
injuries, including a partially severed
thumb, from the gunman’s box cutter;

Whereas, notwithstanding his own injuries,
United States Air Force Airman First Class
Spencer Stone treated the wounds and likely
saved the life of French-American Mark
Moogalian;

Whereas French  President Francois
Hollande awarded United States Air Force
Airman First Class Spencer Stone, Oregon
Army National Guard Specialist Aleksander
Skarlatos, college student Anthony Sadler,
and British consultant Chris Norman the
highest civilian honor in France, the Legion
of Honor, and pledged to do the same for
French-American Mark Moogalian and
Frenchman Damien A., who also helped
thwart the attack;

Whereas the United States Air Force has
stated that it will nominate United States
Air Force Airman First Class Spencer Stone
for the Airman’s Medal, the highest award of
the Air Force for non-combat bravery;

Whereas the United States Army has nomi-
nated Oregon Army National Guard Spe-
cialist Aleksander Skarlatos for the Sol-
dier’s Medal, the highest award of the Army
for acts of heroism not involving actual con-
flict with an enemy;

Whereas the Department of Defense will
honor United States Air Force Airman First
Class Spencer Stone with the Purple Heart
award and Oregon Army National Guard Spe-
cialist Aleksander Skarlatos and college stu-
dent Anthony Sadler each with an award for
courage and valor;

Whereas the city of Sacramento recognized
the heroism of United States Air Force Air-
man First Class Spencer Stone, Oregon
Army National Guard Specialist Aleksander
Skarlatos, and college student Anthony
Sadler through a Hometown Heroes Parade
on the California Capitol Mall on September
11, 2015;

Whereas United States Air Force Airman
First Class Spencer Stone, who is 23 years
old and a resident of California, joined the
United States Air Force nearly 3 years ago
and serves as a medical technician stationed
at Lajes Air Base in the Azores;

Whereas Oregon Army National Guard Spe-
cialist Aleksander Skarlatos is 22 years old
and a resident of Oregon and had recently re-
turned to Oregon after a 9 month deploy-
ment in Afghanistan;

Whereas Anthony Sadler is 23 years old, a
resident of California, and is a student
studying kinesiology at the California State
University at Sacramento; and

Whereas United States Air Force Airman
First Class Spencer Stone, Oregon Army Na-
tional Guard Specialist Aleksander
Skarlatos, and college student Anthony
Sadler were childhood friends raised in the
Sacramento area who were on vacation in
Europe together at the time they coura-
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geously and selflessly thwarted a terrorist
attack and saved countless lives: Now, there-
fore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) honors and commends the extraor-
dinary bravery, courage, and heroism of
United States Air Force Airman First Class
Spencer Stone, Oregon Army National Guard
Specialist Aleksander Skarlatos, college stu-
dent Anthony Sadler, French-American
Mark Moogalian, British consultant Chris
Norman, and Frenchman Damien A., who
selflessly risked their own lives to prevent a
terrorist attack that could have killed doz-
ens aboard a passenger train bound for Paris;
and

(2) extends best wishes for a full recovery
to all innocent individuals who were injured
during the attack, including United States
Air Force Airman First Class Spencer Stone
and French-American Mark Moogalian.

———

AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED AND
PROPOSED

SA 2666. Mr. MCCONNELL (for Mr. THUNE)
proposed an amendment to the bill H.R. 719,
to require the Transportation Security Ad-
ministration to conform to existing Federal
law and regulations regarding criminal in-
vestigator positions, and for other purposes.

————
TEXT OF AMENDMENTS

SA 2666. Mr. MCCONNELL (for Mr.
THUNE) proposed an amendment to the
bill H.R. 719, to require the Transpor-
tation Security Administration to con-
form to existing Federal law and regu-
lations regarding criminal investigator
positions, and for other purposes; as
follows:

On page 12, line 11, insert ‘“‘and the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary” after ‘‘Transpor-
tation’.

On page 13, line 4, insert ‘“‘and the Committee
on Homeland Security and Govermmental Af-
fairs’” after “‘Transportation’.

———

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO
MEET

COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE, NUTRITION, AND
FORESTRY

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and
Forestry be authorized to meet during
the session of the Senate on September
17, 2015, at 10 a.m., in room SR-328A of
the Russell Senate Office Building, to
conduct a hearing entitled ‘‘Business
Meeting.”

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Armed Services be author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on September 17, 2015, at 10 a.m.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON BANKING, HOUSING, AND URBAN

AFFAIRS

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and
Urban Affairs be authorized to meet
during the session of the Senate on
September 17, 2015, at 10 a.m.
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE, SCIENCE, AND
TRANSPORTATION
Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation be authorized to meet
during the session of the Senate on
September 17, 2015, at 9:45 a.m., in
room SR-253 of the Russell Senate Of-
fice Building.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL
RESOURCES
Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources be authorized to meet during
the session of the Senate on September
17, 2015, at 10 a.m., in room SD-366 of
the Dirksen Senate Office Building.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS
Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations be author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on September 17, 2015, at 11:30
a.m., to conduct a hearing entitled
‘“‘State Department Processes in Estab-
lishing Tier Rankings for the 2015 Traf-
ficking in Persons Report.”
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
COMMITTEE ON HEALTH, EDUCATION, LABOR,
AND PENSIONS
Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor,
and Pensions be authorized to meet
during the session of the Senate on
September 17, 2015, at 10 a.m., in room
SD-430 of the Dirksen Senate Office
Building to conduct a hearing entitled
“Biosimilar Implementation: A
Progress Report from FDA.”
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY
Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary be authorized
to meet during the session of the Sen-
ate on September 17, 2015, at 10:15 a.m.,
in room SD-226 of the Dirksen Senate
Office Building.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE
Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Select
Committee on Intelligence be author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on September 17, 2015, at 2:30

p.m.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

HONORING THE BRAVERY AND
HEROISM OF THOSE WHO SELF-
LESSLY PREVENTED A DEADLY
TERRORIST ATTACK ON AUGUST
21, 2015
Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I

ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
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ate proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of S. Res. 259.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 259) honoring the
bravery and heroism of those who selflessly
prevented a deadly terrorist attack and
saved countless lives while aboard a pas-
senger train bound from Amsterdam to Paris
on August 21, 2015.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mrs. FEINSTEIN. Mr. President, I
submitted this resolution recognizing
and commending those who boldly pre-
vented what could have amounted to
an unspeakable tragedy aboard a high-
speed train headed toward Paris,
France, on August 21, 2015.

Those who took these courageous ac-
tions were: U.S. Air Force Airman
First Class Spencer Stone, Oregon
Army National Guard Specialist
Aleksander Skarlatos, California State
University Sacramento student An-
thony Sadler, French-American Mark
Moogalian, Frenchman Damien A., and
Chris Norman, a British citizen.

I would particularly like to recognize
U.S. Air Force Airman First Class
Spencer Stone, Oregon Army National
Guard Specialist Aleksander
Skarlatos, and California State Univer-
sity Sacramento student Anthony
Sadler, three childhood friends who
grew up in California, and thank them
for their fearlessness, commitment to
one another, and swift action that
saved countless lives.

That day, aboard the train carrying
more than 500 passengers, a gunman
armed himself with a Kalashnikov
rifle, a pistol, a box cutter, hundreds of
rounds of ammunition, and a container
of gasoline, seeking to exact serious
harm on innocent passengers.

In response to this threat, U.S. Air
Force Airman First Class Spencer
Stone, Oregon Army National Guard
Specialist Aleksander Skarlatos, col-
lege student Anthony Sadler, Mark
Moogalian, Chris Norman, and Damien
A. took action to protect other pas-
sengers.

They subdued the gunman, risking
their lives for the safety of others and
representing the type of courage that
should inspire us all.

Initially, Damien A. and Mark
Moogalian encountered the gunman
and tried to disarm him. In the strug-
gle, Mark Moogalian suffered a gunshot
wound. We wish Mark Moogalian a full
and speedy recovery from his wounds,
and thank him for his courageous ac-
tion.

Upon noticing the disruption, U.S.
Air Force Airman First Class Spencer
Stone saw the gunman in the passenger
car and immediately tried to subdue
him.

He grabbed the gunman around the
neck to prevent the gunman from
shooting his weapon. U.S. Air Force
Airman First Class Spencer Stone suf-
fered multiple box cutter wounds while
wrestling the gunman.
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Oregon Army National Guard Spe-
cialist Aleksander Skarlatos quickly
followed, as did Anthony Sadler and
Chris Norman.

Ultimately, the gunman was sub-
dued, rendered unconscious, and tied
up on the floor of the train.

And, U.S. Air Force Airman First
Class Spencer Stone, a medical techni-
cian himself injured by the attacker’s
box cutter, then treated Mark
Moogalian’s injuries and helped save
his life.

The swift, decisive, and courageous
actions of these men prevented what
could have been the deaths of dozens of
passengers.

Their heroism should be recognized
as an inspiration by all Americans, in-
cluding by this body, and I thank all of
my Senate colleagues for cosponsoring
the resolution to honor their bravery
and heroic acts.

Mr. McCONNELL. I ask unanimous
consent that the resolution be agreed
to, the preamble be agreed to, and the
motions to reconsider be considered
made and laid upon the table with no
intervening action or debate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

(The resolution, with its preamble, is
printed in today’s RECORD under ‘‘Sub-
mitted Resolutions.’”)

259) was

WELCOMING KING FELIPE VI AND
QUEEN LETIZIA OF SPAIN ON
THEIR OFFICIAL VISIT TO THE
UNITED STATES

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the For-
eign Relations Committee be dis-
charged from further consideration of
S. Res. 263 and the Senate proceed to
its immediate consideration.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The clerk will report the resolution
by title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 253) welcoming King
Felipe VI and Queen Letizia of Spain on
their official visit to the United States, in-
cluding visits to Miami and St. Augustine,
Florida.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the reso-
lution be agreed to, the preamble be
agreed to, and the motions to recon-
sider be considered made and laid upon
the table with no intervening action or
debate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

(The resolution, with its preamble, is
printed in the RECORD of September 15,
2015, under ‘“Submitted Resolutions.”’)

263) was
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