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the long-time director of The Ohio State Uni-
versity Marching Band. He passed away on 
Saturday, September 12th fittingly on a day 
when so many of his former students were 
gathered together for the alumni game to per-
form with the current band during pre-game 
and half-time shows. I was privileged to be 
one of his students when I was a member of 
The Best Damn Band In The Land (TBDBITL). 

Dr. Woods grew up in Pennsylvania, studied 
music education, and received a bachelor’s 
degree from Indiana University of Pennsyl-
vania, a master’s degree from Penn State Uni-
versity, and a doctorate from ‘‘that school up 
North’’—the University of Michigan. After serv-
ing 10 years as an associate director he be-
came the director in 1983. 

For 28 years he led TBDBITL. He was an 
innovator, creating computer-designed halftime 
shows that are now one of the band’s trade-
marks. He led by example, quiet but firm, en-
couraging comradery and promoting a tradition 
of excellence. Notably, he always strove to im-
prove the band’s performances and inspired 
that drive in his students. Unusual among his 
peers, Dr. Woods was also a professor and an 
advisor. In fact, he felt his greatest legacy was 
his students. 

During his career his name became synony-
mous with the band as he directed shows at 
35 bowl games and three presidential inau-
gurations. It was my honor to work with him to 
secure the band’s ability to march in the 1989 
inaugural parade for President George Bush, 
the 2001 inaugural parade for President 
George W. Bush and the 2009 inaugural pa-
rade for President Barack Obama. He said his 
favorite game was the 2002 National Cham-
pionship overtime win against The University 
of Miami. Dr. Woods’ greatest honor was dot-
ting the ‘‘I’’ during his final season. 

A trombone player himself, Dr. Woods 
looked forward to retiring so he could be more 
involved in his own musical group, Trombones 
Plus. He was also looking forward to travelling 
with his wife, Donna and spending time with 
his children and granddaughter, Reese. While 
his family will deeply feel his loss, Dr. Woods 
touched countless people’s lives. He will be 
missed by his students, the university, and the 
TBDBITL community. 
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Mr. YOUNG of Alaska. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today in recognition of an Alaskan Pioneer— 
a woman who helped shape our great State 
and a dear friend of mine—Mary Binkley. 
From her humble beginnings with Jim on the 
Chena and Tanana Rivers to her dedication to 
public service, Mary has been a solid founda-
tion to her family, Fairbanks and the state of 
Alaska. 

Mary arrived to Alaska in 1944. As the ma-
triarch of the Binkley family, Mary was crucial 
to the growth of their family business—from 
the Godspeed, a 25-passenger vessel, to what 
would become the Binkley enterprise. She has 
been the backbone of the Discover Riverboat 
Touring Company since its founding in 1950; 

a business which still operates today. When 
her husband, Jim, entered the Alaska State 
Legislature, Mary stepped up to successfully 
manage the family business. The company 
played a vital role in helping grow and mod-
ernize the entire region. When I traveled in 
Fairbanks, I traveled on the Riverboats Dis-
covery. 

Mary has been a leading Alaskan woman 
her entire life. She has always had a big heart 
and deep respect for the rich history and cul-
ture of the Alaska Native people. She consist-
ently went out of her way to hire Alaska Na-
tives, learning everything she could about their 
culture and graciously sharing hers in return. 
Those relationships echo her tireless efforts to 
build community. 

Her dedication to improving the economy 
and her resilience to the unforgiving Alaskan 
frontier make her the definition of determina-
tion. I will always consider Mary a dear friend 
and pivotal stalwart in moving Alaska into the 
future. I could not be more honored to recog-
nize her lifelong efforts as an Alaskan and one 
who sets the standard for others to follow. 
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Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, I 
proudly pause to recognize Trenton Yates 
Calton. Trenton is a very special young man 
who has exemplified the finest qualities of citi-
zenship and leadership by taking an active 
part in the Boy Scouts of America, Troop 397, 
and earning the most prestigious award of 
Eagle Scout. 

Trenton has been very active with his troop, 
participating in many scout activities. Over the 
many years Trenton has been involved with 
scouting, he has not only earned numerous 
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. Most notably, Tren-
ton has contributed to his community through 
his Eagle Scout project. 

Mr. Speaker, I proudly ask you to join me in 
commending Trenton Yates Calton for his ac-
complishments with the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica and for his efforts put forth in achieving the 
highest distinction of Eagle Scout. 
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Mr. YOUNG of Alaska. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today in recognition of an Alaskan pioneer, a 
lifelong dedicated civil servant and volunteer, 
Mrs. Kathleen ‘‘Mike’’ Dalton. Life was not 
easy in any way for the pioneers of Alaska; 
only the strong in heart and mind would thrive 
in such an unforgiving environment. Mike’s life 
epitomizes the spirit of resilience and strength 
which advanced an early Alaskan frontier. 

As a young girl, Mike moved to Alaska in 
1949. She began her lifelong involvement in 

politics and public service in 1962, and quickly 
became the backbone of the Fairbanks Re-
publican Women. She has proudly served in 
numerous political positions throughout her 
life, and played an integral role in the office of 
Senator Ted Stevens. 

Civic service was only one effort of the Dal-
ton family. Mike’s husband, Jim was instru-
mental to advancing U.S. energy and defense 
as a pioneer engineer of the early oil explo-
ration efforts in the Arctic and the Distant 
Early Warning radar line (DEW line). Both of 
which made a great impact to the nation. 

On a personal note, the Daltons have al-
ways treated me as one of their own. I will 
never forget the many times they opened their 
house off Dalton Trail to my late wife Lu, my 
daughters and me. I will always cherish the 
memories, friendship and unwavering support 
we’ve shared over the years. Alaska would be 
a different place without Mike, and it is only fit-
ting that she be recognized for all her efforts. 
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Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, I 
proudly pause to recognize Jacob I. Hutton. 
Jacob is a very special young man who has 
exemplified the finest qualities of citizenship 
and leadership by taking an active part in the 
Boy Scouts of America, Troop 87, and earning 
the most prestigious award of Eagle Scout. 

Jacob has been very active with his troop, 
participating in many scout activities. Over the 
many years Jacob has been involved with 
scouting, he has not only earned numerous 
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. Most notably, 
Jacob has earned the rank of Runner in the 
Tribe of Mic-O-Say. Jacob has also contrib-
uted to his community through his Eagle Scout 
project. Jacob planted landscaping around the 
sign for the First Christian Church of Cam-
eron, Missouri. 

Mr. Speaker, I proudly ask you to join me in 
commending Jacob I. Hutton for his accom-
plishments with the Boy Scouts of America 
and for his efforts put forth in achieving the 
highest distinction of Eagle Scout. 
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Friday, September 18, 2015 

Mr. CRENSHAW. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to pay tribute to the fine Sailors who have 
served on the USS Simpson (FFG 56). On 
September 30, 2015, the Simpson, which is 
the last active Oliver Hazard Perry-class frig-
ate, will be decommissioned and leave the ac-
tive United States Navy fleet. 

The Simpson is named for Rear Admiral 
Rodger W. Simpson (1898–1964), who was a 
distinguished officer during World War II. 
RADM Simpson was awarded the Navy Cross, 
Silver Star and Legion of Merit for rescuing 
and evacuating more than 7,500 Allied pris-
oners of war and civilians interned in Japa-
nese concentration camps. The USS Simpson 
was commissioned on November 9, 1985. 
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