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The House met at 4 p.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mrs. COMSTOCK).

————

DESIGNATION OF THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
September 22, 2015.

I hereby appoint the Honorable BARBARA
COMSTOCK to act as Speaker pro tempore on
this day.

JOHN A. BOEHNER,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

——————

PRAYER

Lieutenant Commander Stephen
Cloer, Chaplain, United States Navy,
Office of the Chief of Navy Chaplains,
Washington, D.C., offered the following
prayer:

Yours, O Lord, is the greatness, the
power, the glory, the victory, and the
majesty. Everything in the heavens
and on Earth is Yours, O Lord, and this
is Your kingdom. We adore You as the
one who is over all things. Wealth and
honor come from You alone. Power and
might are in Your hand. At Your dis-
cretion, people are made great and
given strength.

Heavenly Father, Savior, and friend,
I am humbled to pray within these his-
toric halls. By Your divine appoint-
ment, Members of this House have been
selected to represent the precious mo-
saic of people across our Nation. Lord,
bless our leaders. Make Your face to
shine upon them and give them
strength. May every decision made
here pass carefully under the scrutiny
of Your holy standards.

Bless our deployed soldiers, airmen,
sailors, coastguardsmen, marines, and
their families. Heal and restore our
veterans.

Amen.

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House her approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from New Jersey (Mr.
SMITH) come forward and lead the
House in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey led the
Pledge of Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

——————

CALLING FOR THE RELEASE OF
UKRAINIAN FIGHTER PILOT
NADIYA SAVCHENKO

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Madam
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that
the Committee on Foreign Affairs be
discharged from further consideration
of the resolution (H. Res. 50) calling for
the release of Ukrainian fighter pilot
Nadiya Savchenko, who was captured
by Russian forces in REastern Ukraine
and has been held illegally in a Russian
prison since July 2014, and ask for its
immediate consideration in the House.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New Jersey?

There was no objection.

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 50

Whereas Nadiya Savchenko is the first-
ever female fighter pilot in Ukraine’s Armed
Forces and is an Iraqi war veteran;

Whereas in the ongoing conflict in Eastern
Ukraine, Nadiya Savchenko volunteered her
services to the Ukrainian Aidar battalion;

Whereas Nadiya Savchenko was elected in
absentia from the Batkivshchyna Party to
Ukraine’s Parliament in October 2014, and
appointed to the Parliament Assembly of the
Council of Europe (PACE) as a representa-
tive from Ukraine;

Whereas as a member of the Armed Forces
of Ukraine, Lieutenant Nadiya Savchenko
was conducting operations in eastern
Ukraine against pro-Russian forces in the
summer of 2014 when she was captured and
taken into captivity;

Whereas during her mission in Eastern
Ukraine, she was captured by the Donbas
People’s Militia, detained on Ukrainian ter-
ritory, deprived of rights to due process, and
illegally transferred to the Russian Federa-
tion to stand trial on unsubstantiated
charges of terrorism;

Whereas since July 2014, Nadiya Savchenko
has endured involuntary psychiatric evalua-
tions and solitary confinement;

Whereas Nadiya Savchenko is currently
entering her sixth week of a hunger strike as
a symbol of her protest;

Whereas Nadiya Savchenko is denied ac-
cess to urgently needed medical attention
and access to legal counsel;

Whereas the Minsk Protocol of September
2014, signed by Ukraine and the Russian Fed-
eration, calls for the ‘‘immediate release of
all hostages and illegally held persons’’;

Whereas appeals have been made to the
United Nations Human Rights Council and
the International Red Cross to secure Nadiya
Savchenko’s release;

Whereas the international community in-
cluding representatives of the Parliamentary
Assembly of the Council of Europe (PACE)
and of the United States have urged her im-
mediate release;

Whereas, on January 26, 2015, the opening
day of the Parliamentary Assembly, the
global community embark on a public cam-
paign to bring attention to the plight of
Nadiya Savchenko and demand her imme-
diate release; and

Whereas the Government of the United
States and its people express concern about
the deteriorating health of detained pilot
Nadiya Savchenko and her continued illegal
imprisonment: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives—

(1) condemns the Russian Federation for
its illegal imprisonment of Nadiya
Savchenko;

[J This symbol represents the time of day during the House proceedings, e.g., [] 1407 is 2:07 p.m.

Matter set in this typeface indicates words inserted or appended, rather than spoken, by a Member of the House on the floor.

Printed on recycled paper.

H6183



		Superintendent of Documents
	2016-08-26T18:23:33-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




