
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATES6948 September 24, 2015 
activities: Provided, That such funds shall 
only become available if funds previously 
provided for wildland fire suppression will be 
exhausted imminently and the Secretary of 
Agriculture notifies the Committees on Ap-
propriations of the House of Representatives 
and the Senate in writing of the need for 
these additional funds: Provided further, That 
such funds are also available for transfer to 
other appropriations accounts to repay 
amounts previously transferred for wildfire 
suppression: Provided further, That such 
amount is designated by the Congress as an 
emergency requirement pursuant to section 
251(b)(2)(A)(i) of the Balanced Budget and 
Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985, ex-
cept that such amount shall be available 
only if the President subsequently so des-
ignates such amount and transmits such des-
ignation to the Congress. 

SEC. 136. The authorities provided by sec-
tions 117 and 123 of division G of Public Law 
113–76 shall continue in effect through the 
date specified in section 106(3) of this Act. 

SEC. 137. (a) The authority provided by sub-
section (m)(3) of section 8162 of the Depart-
ment of Defense Appropriations Act, 2000 (40 
U.S.C. 8903 note; Public Law 106–79) shall 
continue in effect through the date specified 
in section 106(3) of this Act. 

(b) For the period covered by this Act, the 
authority provided by the provisos under the 
heading ‘‘Dwight D. Eisenhower Memorial 
Commission—Capital Construction’’ in divi-
sion E of Public Law 112–74 shall not be in ef-
fect. 

SEC. 138. Section 3096(2) of the Carl Levin 
and Howard P. ‘‘Buck’’ McKeon National De-
fense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2015 
is amended by inserting ‘‘for fiscal year 2015’’ 
after ‘‘$37,000,000’’. 

SEC. 139. Funds made available in prior ap-
propriations Acts for construction and ren-
ovation of facilities for the Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention may also be 
used for construction on leased land. 

SEC. 140. Subsection (b) of section 163 of 
Public Law 111–242, as amended, is further 
amended by striking ‘‘2015–2016’’ and insert-
ing ‘‘2016–2017’’. 

SEC. 141. Section 101 shall be applied by as-
suming that section 139 of Public Law 113–164 
was enacted as part of division G of Public 
Law 113–235, and section 139 of Public Law 
113–164 shall be applied by adding at the end 
the following: ‘‘and of the unobligated bal-
ance of amounts deposited or available in the 
Child Enrollment Contingency Fund from 
appropriations to the Fund under section 
2104(n)(2)(A)(i) of the Social Security Act and 
the income derived from investment of those 
funds pursuant to 2104(n)(2)(C) of that Act, 
$1,664,000,000 is rescinded’’. 

SEC. 142. Section 114(f) of the Higher Edu-
cation Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 1011c(f)) shall be 
applied by substituting the date specified in 
section 106(3) of this Act for ‘‘September 30, 
2015’’. 

SEC. 143. Notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of this Act, there is appropriated for 
payment to Tori B. Nunnelee, widow of Alan 
Nunnelee, late a Representative from the 
State of Mississippi, $174,000. 

SEC. 144. Of the discretionary unobligated 
balances of the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs from fiscal year 2015 or prior fiscal 
years, or discretionary amounts appro-
priated in advance for fiscal year 2016, the 
Secretary of Veterans Affairs may transfer 
up to $625,000,000 to ‘‘Department of Veterans 
Affairs—Departmental Administration—Con-
struction, Major Projects’’, to be merged 
with the amounts available in such account: 
Provided, That no amounts may be trans-
ferred from amounts that were designated by 
the Congress as an emergency requirement 
pursuant to the Concurrent Resolution on 
the Budget, the Balanced Budget and Emer-

gency Deficit Control Act of 1985, or the 
Statutory Pay-As-You-Go Act of 2010: Pro-
vided further, That no amounts may be trans-
ferred until the Secretary submits to the 
Committees on Appropriations of the House 
of Representatives and the Senate a request 
for, and receives from the Committees writ-
ten approval of, such transfers: Provided fur-
ther, That the Secretary shall specify in such 
request the donor account and amount of 
each proposed transfer, the fiscal year of 
each appropriation to be transferred, the 
amount of unobligated balances remaining 
in the account after the transfer, and the 
project or program impact of the transfer. 

SEC. 145. Notwithstanding section 101, 
amounts are provided for ‘‘Department of 
Veterans Affairs—Departmental Administra-
tion—General Operating Expenses, Veterans 
Benefits Administration’’ at a rate for oper-
ations of $2,697,734,000. 

SEC. 146. Notwithstanding section 101, sec-
tion 226(a) of division I of Public Law 113–235 
shall be applied to amounts made available 
by this Act by substituting ‘‘division I of 
Public Law 113–235’’ for ‘‘division J of Public 
Law 113–76’’ and by substituting ‘‘2015’’ for 
‘‘2014’’. 

SEC. 147. Section 209 of the International 
Religious Freedom Act of 1998 (22 U.S.C. 6436) 
shall be applied by substituting the date 
specified in section 106(3) of this Act for 
‘‘September 30, 2015’’. 

SEC. 148. Amounts made available by sec-
tion 101 for ‘‘Broadcasting Board of Gov-
ernors—International Broadcasting Oper-
ations’’, ‘‘Bilateral Economic Assistance— 
Funds Appropriated to the President—Eco-
nomic Support Fund’’, ‘‘International Secu-
rity Assistance—Department of State— 
International Narcotics Control and Law En-
forcement’’, ‘‘International Security Assist-
ance—Department of State—Nonprolifera-
tion, Anti-terrorism, Demining and Related 
Programs’’, and ‘‘International Security As-
sistance—Funds Appropriated to the Presi-
dent—Foreign Military Financing Program’’ 
shall be obligated at a rate for operations as 
necessary to sustain assistance for Ukraine 
to counter external, regional aggression and 
influence, including for the costs of author-
ized loan guarantees. 

SEC. 149. Section 1334 of the Foreign Affairs 
Reform and Restructuring Act of 1998 (22 
U.S.C. 6553) shall be applied by substituting 
the date specified in section 106(3) of this Act 
for ‘‘October 1, 2015’’. 

SEC. 150. (a) Funds made available by sec-
tion 101 for ‘‘Department of Housing and 
Urban Development—Management and Ad-
ministration—Administrative Support Of-
fices’’ may be apportioned up to the rate for 
operations necessary to maintain the 
planned schedule for the New Core Shared 
Services Project. 

(b) Not later than 3 days before the first 
use of the apportionment authority in sub-
section (a), each 30 days thereafter, and 3 
days after the authority expires under this 
Act, the Secretary of Housing and Urban De-
velopment shall submit to the Committees 
on Appropriations of the House of Represent-
atives and the Senate a report specifying 
each use of the authority through the date of 
the report. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Continuing 
Appropriations Act, 2016’’. 

SA 2690. Mr. MCCONNELL proposed 
an amendment to amendment SA 2689 
proposed by Mr. MCCONNELL (for Mr. 
COCHRAN) to the bill H.R. 719, to re-
quire the Transportation Security Ad-
ministration to conform to existing 
Federal law and regulations regarding 
criminal investigator positions, and for 
other purposes; as follows: 

At the end add the following. 
‘‘This Act shall take effect 1 day after the 

date of enactment.’’ 

SA 2691. Mr. MCCONNELL proposed 
an amendment to the bill H.R. 719, to 
require the Transportation Security 
Administration to conform to existing 
Federal law and regulations regarding 
criminal investigator positions, and for 
other purposes; as follows: 

At the end add the following, 
‘‘This Act shall take effect 2 days after the 

date of enactment.’’ 

SA 2692. Mr. MCCONNELL proposed 
an amendment to amendment SA 2691 
proposed by Mr. MCCONNELL to the bill 
H.R. 719, to require the Transportation 
Security Administration to conform to 
existing Federal law and regulations 
regarding criminal investigator posi-
tions, and for other purposes; as fol-
lows: 

Strike ‘‘2’’ and insert ‘‘3’’ 

SA 2693. Mr. MCCONNELL proposed 
an amendment to amendment SA 2692 
proposed by Mr. MCCONNELL to the 
amendment SA 2691 proposed by Mr. 
MCCONNELL to the bill H.R. 719, to re-
quire the Transportation Security Ad-
ministration to conform to existing 
Federal law and regulations regarding 
criminal investigator positions, and for 
other purposes; as follows: 

Strike ‘‘3’’ and insert ‘‘4’’ 

SA 2694. Mr. MCCONNELL (for Mr. 
THUNE) proposed an amendment to the 
bill H.R. 1020, to define STEM edu-
cation to include computer science, 
and to support existing STEM edu-
cation programs at the National 
Science Foundation; as follows: 

On page 4, strike lines 24 through 25 and in-
sert the following: 

(3) in subsections (e) and (f), by striking 
‘‘subsection (g)’’ each place it appears, and 
inserting ‘‘subsection (h)’’; 

f 

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO 
MEET 

SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Select 
Committee on Intelligence be author-
ized to meet during the session of the 
Senate on September 24, 2015, at 2:30 
p.m. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

STEM EDUCATION ACT OF 2015 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of Calendar No. 195, H.R. 1020; 
further, that the Thune amendment be 
agreed to and the Senate vote on pas-
sage of the bill, as amended. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The clerk will report the bill by title. 
The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A bill (H.R. 1020) to define STEM education 

to include computer science, and to support 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 04:34 Sep 25, 2015 Jkt 049060 PO 00000 Frm 00040 Fmt 0624 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\A24SE6.010 S24SEPT1sm
ar

tin
ez

 o
n 

D
S

K
4T

P
T

V
N

1P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 S
E

N
A

T
E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S6949 September 24, 2015 
existing STEM education programs at the 
National Science Foundation. 

Thereupon, the Senate proceeded to 
consider the bill. 

The amendment (No. 2694) was agreed 
to, as follows: 

[Purpose: To make a conforming 
amendment] 

On page 4, strike lines 24 through 25 and in-
sert the following: 

(3) in subsections (e) and (f), by striking 
‘‘subsection (g)’’ each place it appears, and 
inserting ‘‘subsection (h)’’; 

The amendment was ordered to be 
engrossed, and the bill to be read a 
third time. 

The bill was read the third time. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The bill 

having been read the third time, the 
question is, Shall the bill pass? 

The bill (H.R. 1020), as amended, was 
passed. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. I ask unanimous 
consent that the motion to reconsider 
be considered made and laid upon the 
table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

NATIONAL ADULT EDUCATION 
AND FAMILY LITERACY WEEK 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Judi-
ciary Committee be discharged from 
further consideration of S. Res. 258 and 
the Senate proceed to its immediate 
consideration. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The clerk will report the resolution 
by title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A resolution (S. Res. 258) designating the 

week of September 20 through 26, 2015, as 
‘‘National Adult Education and Family Lit-
eracy Week’’. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the reso-
lution be agreed to, the preamble be 
agreed to, and the motions to recon-
sider be considered made and laid upon 

the table with no intervening action or 
debate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 258) was 
agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
(The resolution, with its preamble, is 

printed in the RECORD of September 17, 
2015, under ‘‘Submitted Resolutions.’’) 

f 

NATIONAL ESTUARIES WEEK 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of S. Res. 269, which was sub-
mitted earlier today. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the resolution by 
title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A resolution (S. Res. 269) designating the 

week of September 19 through September 26, 
2015, as ‘‘National Estuaries Week’’. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the reso-
lution be agreed to, the preamble be 
agreed to, and the motions to recon-
sider be considered made and laid upon 
the table with no intervening action or 
debate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 269) was 
agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
(The resolution, with its preamble, is 

printed in today’s RECORD under ‘‘Sub-
mitted Resolutions.’’) 

f 

PULMONARY FIBROSIS 
AWARENESS MONTH 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of S. Res. 270. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the resolution by 
title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A resolution (S. Res. 270) designating Sep-

tember 2015 as ‘‘Pulmonary Fibrosis Aware-
ness Month.’’ 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. I ask unanimous 
consent that the resolution be agreed 
to, the preamble be agreed to, and the 
motions to reconsider be considered 
made and laid upon the table with no 
intervening action or debate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 270) was 
agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
(The resolution, with its preamble, is 

printed in today’s RECORD under ‘‘Sub-
mitted Resolutions.’’) 

f 

ORDERS FOR FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 
25, 2015 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that when the 
Senate completes its business today, it 
adjourn until 10:30 a.m., Friday, Sep-
tember 25; that following the prayer 
and pledge, the morning hour be 
deemed expired, the Journal of pro-
ceedings be approved to date, and the 
time for the two leaders be reserved for 
their use later in the day; finally, that 
following leader remarks, the Senate 
be in a period of morning business, 
with Senators permitted to speak 
therein for up to 10 minutes each. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL 10:30 A.M. 
TOMORROW 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, if 
there is no further business to come be-
fore the Senate, I ask unanimous con-
sent that it stand adjourned under the 
previous order. 

There being no objection, the Senate, 
at 6:27 p.m., adjourned until Friday, 
September 25, 2015, at 10:30 a.m. 
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