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The House met at 10 a.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. PALAZZO).

————

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO
TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
September 29, 2015.

I hereby appoint the Honorable STEVEN M.
PALAZZO to act as Speaker pro tempore on
this day.

JOHN A. BOEHNER,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

———
MORNING-HOUR DEBATE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 6, 2015, the Chair will now recog-
nize Members from lists submitted by
the majority and minority leaders for
morning-hour debate.

The Chair will alternate recognition
between the parties, with each party
limited to 1 hour and each Member
other than the majority and minority
leaders and the minority whip limited
to 5 minutes, but in no event shall de-
bate continue beyond 11:50 a.m.

——
UNITED NATIONS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Florida (Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN) for 5 min-
utes.

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker,
yesterday, we witnessed thugs, tyrants,
and dictators from Russia, Iran, and
Cuba speak before the General Assem-
bly at the United Nations; and with
straight faces, each claimed to be de-
fenders of peace, of international
standards, of human rights, principles
that Putin, Rouhani, and Castro have
made a living out of ignoring and abus-
ing to the detriment of the people who
live under their oppressive rule.

President Obama had an opportunity
to set the tone, to call for reforms at
the badly mismanaged United Nations,
to challenge the status quo and rees-
tablish America’s leadership and credi-
bility. Instead, he used it as an oppor-
tunity to pay lip service to American
ideals and values and to abdicate
America’s role as a world leader, a void
that is now being filled by our adver-
saries like Russia, Iran, China, and
Syria.

The Russians continue their aggres-
sive actions in Ukraine and are now
sending military hardware to the mur-
derous Assad regime. Iran has had a
record number of hangings since the
so-called moderate leader, Rouhani,
took office, and thousands of ethnic
and religious minorities are imprisoned
and sentenced to death.

The President has done everything in
his power not to upset the Iranians be-
cause he doesn’t want to ruin the
chance for a nuclear deal, a deal which
will cause a nuclear and conventional
arms race in the region, and his words
yesterday proved to be empty rhetoric
when matched to his policies and ac-
tions in the past.

Not to be outdone, Raul Castro dou-
bled down on his intransigence, further
demonstrating that the Obama admin-
istration offered concessions to the re-
gime, which have resulted in even
greater oppression by that hated Cuban
dictatorship. But per usual with the
President, it was the ‘‘blame America
first’” narrative that he was trying to
peddle with his misguided policies to-
ward Cuba.

President Obama used this oppor-
tunity to undermine the United States
Congress, and perhaps foreshadowing
an eventual abstention on the U.N.
vote on the Cuban embargo, he stated:

I'm confident that our Congress will inevi-
tably lift an embargo that should not be in
place anymore.

President Obama failed once again to
put the onus on the Castro regime to

release all political prisoners, to hold
free and fair elections, and to respect
human rights in order for us to lift the
embargo. The Cuban embargo language
in the law is clear on all the condi-
tions, Mr. Speaker, conditions that
have to be met in order for it to be lift-
ed, conditions that the Castro regime
has no interest in abiding by.

President Obama should stop ignor-
ing current law and stop loosening reg-
ulations on a regime that has done
nothing to deserve this praise. The Cas-
tro regime is the one responsible for
the human rights violations occurring
in Cuba and the constant beatings
against pro-democracy leaders. The
U.S. embargo cannot be held respon-
sible for that.

Does Castro say: ‘“Oh, I had to beat
the very peaceful group Ladies in
White walking to church because the
embargo says I must beat their heads
in?”’ Does Castro say: ‘“Oh, I cannot
have any political party operating in
Cuba other than the Communist Party
because the embargo has me, obligates
me, to only have this political party
operating?”’ Does he say: ‘I cannot re-
spect human rights in Cuba because
that nasty U.S. embargo forces me to
violate human rights?”’ Of course not.
That is lunacy. That is a responsibility
that only Castro can claim. The Castro
regime instead has done nothing—
nada—to unclench its iron fist.

Mr. Speaker, President Obama’s re-
marks yesterday at the U.N. made him
part of the problem with what is wrong
at that broken institution; and, once
again, it highlighted that his misplaced
priorities and misguided foreign poli-
cies have not kept our country any
safer.

That is why it is up to us in Congress
to be proactive and to push for reforms
at the United Nations. That is why this
week I am reintroducing my U.N.
Transparency Accountability and Re-
form Act. My bill would fundamentally
change the way that we fund this failed
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institution by shifting the funding
mechanism from assessed to voluntary
contributions in order to make the or-
ganization more effective and account-
able to its objectives.

For example, the Human Rights
Council does not deserve our assistance
when countries like Cuba, China, Ven-
ezuela, some of the world’s worst
human rights violators, push a decid-
edly anti-American, anti-Israel agenda
at the Council. We should not fund
these bodies at the U.N. We should only
fund the ones that we believe are work-
ing, the ones that are transparent, the
ones who are accountable to the mem-
ber states that donate their budgets.

Mr. Speaker, the Obama administra-
tion has had 7 years to implement re-
forms, and it has failed. It is time for
Congress to take the lead, and I urge
my colleagues to sign up to my bill
this week.

———

LET STATES SET MARIJUANA
POLICY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Oregon (Mr. BLUMENAUER) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker,
amidst all the turmoil on the world
stage, I think many of us are still proc-
essing the visit from Pope Francis last
week, his call for us to care for the
planet, for our fellow man, for all of
God’s creatures.

In the background here on Capitol
Hill, there is more than a little turmoil
in terms of what is going to happen
after the resignation of Speaker BOEH-
NER. There looks to be a little good
news that we will avert a government
shutdown, at least for a few months, as
we continue to have the misdirected
crusade to defund Planned Parenthood.

I have been focusing on the epidemic
of deaths from prescription drug abuse
and heroin overdoses. Mr. Speaker, it is
something that is creating problems
from Portland, Oregon, to Portland,
Maine; yet, in the midst of that epi-
demic, there was a stark symbol of our
dysfunction on something that most
Americans now think should be legal.

There are over 200 million Americans
that live in States where they can get
access to medical marijuana. Four
States and the District of Columbia
have legalized adult use, and more
States are going to be voting on it
again this year; yet we have arrested
over 7 million people over the last 10
years, costing billions of dollars.

It can turn lives upside down, par-
ticularly lives of young men of color,
especially African Americans, who are
arrested many times more often even
though their use is the same as White
young men. It fuels that frustration
that one can understand in the African
American community.

I would suggest that it is time for us
to focus law enforcement resources on
real drug problems, deal with that epi-
demic of prescription drug abuse and
heroin overdose. Let’s deal with mak-
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ing sure that our children are safe
rather than at risk from a vast under-
ground drug distribution network.
accounts, so this is an attractive
source of revenue for people who would
like to rob them.

Let’s let the States make their own
policy until we reclassify marijuana,
frankly, no less dangerous than to-
bacco, which is completely legal in
every State. In the meantime, we
should at least stay out of the way, let
States formulate their own policy, and
have local authorities deal with real
problems, not creating unnecessary
ones.

————
CALIFORNIA’S DROUGHT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
California (Mr. LAMALFA) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. LAMALFA. Mr. Speaker, for
many in California, including my own
family and my neighbors, it is an excit-
ing time this year. This is harvest
time. Busy, but again, a very enjoyable
time we all look forward to as farmers
and ranchers. You see more combines,
shakers, and sweepers running from
sunrise to sunset working to fill the
next truckload with this season’s
crops. And you see the men and women
responsible for producing nearly half of
all U.S.-grown vegetables, nuts, and
fruits.

But this year’s harvest in the north
State paints a much different picture,
one with fallowing fields, wells that are
going dry, and less and less truckloads
of crops leaving those farms. As a
farmer myself, we know it is the last
truckload that leaves the field that is
the one you make your living on.

From the grapes in world-renowned
wines to almonds and pistachios, ex-
ports are down and production is lower,
causing a troubling ripple effect in the
region and across our Nation’s econ-
omy in the form of lost jobs and rev-
enue and less choices for high-quality
crops grown by Americans for our
American consumers.

The numbers for this year are with-
out a doubt very troubling. On-farm
gate prices are down, and farm yields
per acre are down. According to a re-
cent UC Davis study, just California
alone is set to lose about $2.7 billion
due to the drought. Farm employment
is down by over 10,000 jobs this year, as
well as the 21,000 or so indirect jobs
that will also be lost by those involved
in the production and processing of
farm crops.

Labor income is estimated to fall by
at least $716 million, being replaced by
an already troubled and strapped un-
employment. Direct crop revenue
losses are going to be up to $900 mil-
lion, straight out of grower’s pockets.
In addition, the rice harvest is ex-
pected to cover only 375,000 acres, down
from a peak number of 560,000 acres.
The almond supply is expected to de-
crease by 4 percent, potentially losing
market share to foreign interests. Cali-
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fornia dairy production is down by at
least 3 percent, costing an estimated
$250 million, a number that has shown
significant increases in other States as
well this year. Alfalfa hay shipments
are significantly lower than last year,
and the livestock industry faces losses
of an estimated $100 million in order to
replace it.

Mr. Speaker, these are real numbers
that are only set to get worse. We can-
not simply stand by and watch as farm-
ers, ranchers, small town economies,
and ag employees face more water ra-
tioning and fallowed fields.

California and the West cannot afford
another year of inaction from Con-
gress. I rise today to urge my col-
leagues from both sides of the aisle in
both House and Senate to come to the
table and advance commonsense
drought solutions, such as new water
storage and infrastructure, to provide
relief now and in the future such as
Sites Reservoir up in northern Cali-
fornia and desalination projects for our
cities. Let’s get them permitted, let’s
get them approved and in the pipeline.
We can’t wait any longer. We need
these reforms, indeed, now and for the
future. Our State is growing, the popu-
lation is growing, and we grow the fin-
est and best crops and export them not
only to the rest of the country, but to
much of the world.

Mr. Speaker, not doing anything now
or this year is a dereliction of our re-
sponsibility and betrays Americans
who expect us to provide the products
they consume and enjoy these fine ag
products that, indeed, give America the
reputation as being the breadbasket of
the world.

——
O 1015
END HUNGER NOW

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Massachusetts (Mr. MCGOVERN) for 5
minutes.

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, while
there is talk of a 2-month spending bill
to keep the government open before
time runs out this week, we have yet
to see it. Passing a short-term bill will
only postpone a Republican shutdown,
not stop it. As long as it remains a pos-
sibility, we need to talk about the cost
to everyday families.

Unlike the last Republican shutdown
in 2013, closing the government’s doors
this time around means millions and
millions of Americans may be cut off
from their Federal food assistance ben-
efits.

Forty-five million Americans rely on
the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance
Program, or SNAP, to help put food on
the table. SNAP is our Nation’s pre-
mier antihunger program, and it is one
of the most effective and efficient of
any Federal programs.

Two-thirds of all SNAP recipients are
the most vulnerable among us: chil-
dren, seniors, and the disabled. Mil-
lions more are working families who
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may be working one, two, or three jobs
just to make ends meet, and sometimes
it is still not enough. SNAP is a crit-
ical program that millions of Ameri-
cans depend on to keep from going hun-
gry.

Mr. Speaker, during the last Repub-
lican shutdown in 2013, SNAP had con-
tingency funds available from the
stimulus law that meant SNAP bene-
fits continued uninterrupted. But stim-
ulus funding was cut off in November
of 2013. So this time around there is no
back-up plan for SNAP.

Current law prevents the U.S. De-
partment of Agriculture from spending
SNAP money it doesn’t have. Without
congressional action, USDA will be
forced to shut off retailers from accept-
ing SNAP benefits within the first few
days of October.

That means families won’t be able to
use their SNAP benefits to purchase
food at any store that normally ac-
cepts SNAP, including grocery stores,
big-box retailers, and corner stores.

Mr. Speaker, it is unfathomable to
me that this would happen, that Re-
publicans would threaten the food ben-
efits of tens of millions of American
children, families, and seniors, all just
to score political points with their
right-wing base. Whether Republicans
shut down the government this week or
in December, it is unacceptable to
leave struggling families out in the
cold.

As our economy continues to recover,
I would remind my colleagues that
SNAP is one of the quickest, most ef-
fective economic multipliers we have.
Every $1 in SNAP benefits generates
about $1.70 in economic activity.

About 80 percent of SNAP benefits
are redeemed within 2 weeks of receipt,
and about 97 percent are spent within a
month. Every day SNAP pumps money
back into our local economies and sup-
ports local businesses.

SNAP benefits can only be spent on
food, meaning that a family can use its
other income to meet its other essen-
tial needs, like paying rent, utilities,
and medical care.

Mr. Speaker, not only would a gov-
ernment shutdown have a devastating
impact on hungry families, it has the
potential to result in serious economic
harm to retailers that could ripple
throughout our economy.

Already food banks, food pantries,
and soup kitchens are bracing to serve
an influx of clients if SNAP benefits
are cut off. But despite the incredible
work they do, these charities are al-
ready overburdened. The demand for
food assistance is incredibly high.

They are working tirelessly every
day to meet the need, and charities are
already forced to pick up the slack
from an inadequate SNAP benefit. All
too often the benefit runs out before
the end of the month and families must
turn to charities just to cobble to-
gether enough to eat.

I cannot begin to imagine how over-
whelmed antihunger agencies will be if
millions of Americans lose access to
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SNAP next month or the month after.
Unfortunately, in a Republican-con-
trolled Congress with the habit of
going from one crisis to the next, this
scenario is all too realistic.

A government shutdown would lit-
erally take food away from hungry
Americans. It would be devastating for
millions of Americans that are already
struggling to put food on the table and
make ends meet. Families who rely on
SNAP cannot afford to have their food
benefits disrupted even for a day.

Mr. Speaker, we should be working to
end hunger now, not making hunger
worse in this country, the richest coun-
try in the world. Quite frankly, it is
unconscionable we are even in a situa-
tion where millions of hungry people
are at risk of losing their food benefit.

Last week Pope Francis delivered an
inspiring message to Congress. It is un-
thinkable that we could so quickly for-
get his call for compassion in helping
the least among us. For millions of
American families who are already
struggling to put food on the table, we
should be giving them a hand up, not
taking food away.

Nobody in this Chamber will go with-
out food if the Republicans shut down
the government. None of our kids will
go without food, but millions and mil-
lions of our fellow citizens will.

For the sake of 45 million Americans
across the country and more than
700,000 in Massachusetts who depend on
SNAP, I urge my Republican col-
leagues to work with Democrats on a
long-term, bipartisan budget that puts
families first. Families who rely on
SNAP shouldn’t have to worry about
losing their benefits at the end of every
short-term funding bill.

Whether it is this week or in Decem-
ber, our most vulnerable families sim-
ply cannot afford another government
shutdown.

———

SPRUCE KNOB-SENECA ROCKS
NATIONAL RECREATION AREA

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
West Virginia (Mr. MOONEY) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. MOONEY of West Virginia. Mr.
Speaker, I would like to take the time
to recognize Spruce Knob-Seneca
Rocks on their 50th year as a national
recreation area.

Spruce Knob-Seneca Rocks National
Recreation Area was established by an
act of Congress on September 28, 1965,
and has been enjoyed by families from
all over the country ever since.

It is located in Pendleton County in
the eastern panhandle area of my dis-
trict in West Virginia. I was lucky
enough to have had the privilege to
visit just last month.

As the only true peak on the East
Coast of the United States, it lures
rock climbers from all around and
boasts some of the most spectacular
scenery on this side of the Mississippi.

Let me tell you, it is even more beau-
tiful in person. Don’t take my word for
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it, though. I encourage everyone to
plan a trip to this national treasure.
LIFE AT CONCEPTION ACT

Mr. MOONEY of West Virginia. Mr.
Speaker, I would like to take the time
to recognize the historic event that
took place last week. On September 24,
2015, his Holiness Pope Francis became
the first Pope to ever address Congress.

I would like to thank all that were
involved in this planning process that
led to this significant event, especially
Speaker JOHN BOEHNER. It was truly an
honor to take part in the first papal
address to Congress.

Pope Francis’ message was one of
hope and love, and it reminded us that
we need to keep fighting for the sanc-
tity of life, marriage, family, and reli-
gious liberty.

Pope Francis clearly stated that
there is a moral obligation to protect
unborn babies. Protecting the unborn
is one of the issues that compelled me
to run for political office in the first
place, and I am committed to con-
tinuing to fight in Congress.

During his address, the Pope said:

The Golden Rule also reminds us of our re-
sponsibility to protect and defend human life
at every stage of its development. I am con-
vinced that this is the best way, since every
life is sacred, every human person is endowed
with an inalienable dignity.

I am proud to be the lead sponsor of
H.R. 816, the Life at Conception Act.
The Life at Conception Act is a nec-
essary component in the long-term pro-
tection of the unborn. In the 1973 Roe
v. Wade decision, the Supreme Court
justices wrote that, since the beginning
of life is not defined by law, it is open
to interpretation.

The Life at Conception Act simply
defines by Congress that the life of a
child begins at conception. Estab-
lishing personhood will protect the
right to life of unborn children who are
the most defenseless among us and
need our protection.

This bill sets a standard for pro-
moting and encouraging a culture of
life. If enacted, it would simply affirm
that unborn children are deserving of
protection.

We currently have 122 cosponsors of
this important bill. I encourage my
colleagues in the House to cosponsor as
well.

————

BIPARTISAN BUDGET

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
California (Mr. CosTA) for 5 minutes.

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, this Con-
gress is making a habit, unfortunately,
of acting in crisis mode, which is irre-
sponsible and does a disservice to the
fate and the trust that the American
public has placed in us as their elected
representatives, and this has a direct
bearing on our economy. The Pope
spoke to the need for us to come to-
gether and negotiate bipartisan solu-
tions for the many challenges facing
the United States and the world.

The first and most pressing issue is
to fund government. Thankfully, to-
morrow the House is expected to vote
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on a short-term continuing resolution
to do just that. I hope my colleagues
will vote in favor of a clean continuing
resolution to avert a government shut-
down. There is no justification to shut
down government. Yes, we have our
differences. We negotiate that in a
budget process.

However, we know that this is a
short-term fix and that a real solution
to fixing our Nation’s very real and
very serious budget problems is in pro-
ducing a long-term budget, and we
should do that in December.

Instead of moving from one crisis to
another crisis, we must get back to the
work of governing responsibly. Respon-
sible governance requires that we come
together, work hard, compromise on a
bipartisan budget that will not result
in poorly thought-out, across-the-board
spending cuts, more commonly known
as sequestration.

Failing to govern responsibly and
compromise will negatively impact in-
dustries so vital to America. That in-
cludes our agriculture economy, which
provides the food that we eat on Amer-
ica’s dinner table. It includes manufac-
turing and service industries that pro-
vide goods and services that we trade.

Finally, it will severely impact some
programs that support our Nation’s fu-
ture, like health care, education, pub-
lic safety, and research and develop-
ment, costing billions of dollars and
thousands of jobs.

In addition to negotiating a bipar-
tisan budget agreement, we need to ad-
dress the impacts of sequestration and
the Congress must address the debt
ceiling this December without fanfare
that could further throw our economy
into chaos.

If the United States were to default
on its loans or fail to live up to our
promises to those of retirement age, it
would send our economy in a downward
spiral just at the time that we are fi-
nally recovering from this Great Reces-
sion.

Unfortunately, not all the areas of
the United States are feeling the recov-
ery’s effects equally. In the San Joa-
quin Valley that I represent, many of
my constituents are still feeling the ef-
fects of the recession, in addition to
the unnecessary impacts of our failure
to invest in infrastructure, our water
infrastructure that we terribly need to
invest in as well as our transportation
infrastructure.

Vital programs, like the Ex-Im Bank,
the highway trust fund, the Land and
Water Conservation Fund, have either
expired or will soon expire. The Export-
Import Bank’s charter which was cre-
ated has sustained 1% million private
sector jobs and expired June 30.

By refusing to bring up the reauthor-
ization of the Bank for a vote, Amer-
ican jobs are being threatened and Con-
gress is undermining the ability of
American businesses to compete in a
global market.

The highway trust fund is set to ex-
pire on October 29. Our Nation’s roads,
bridges, highways, and railroads are
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out of date and are in dire need of re-
pair. I have never seen a bridge or road
that is Republican or Democrat. This is
just investing in America.

A long-term transportation bill was
last passed by Congress in 2009. Since
then, Congress has had 34 short-term
patches. That is simply irresponsible.
This not only puts American’s safety
at risk, but completely undermines our
ability to create and sustain American
jobs by investing in our infrastructure.

Congress must act to work on a bi-
partisan basis to reauthorize these pro-
grams and countless other Federal pro-
grams that are set to expire not only
this week, but in December, when we
address long-term funding for the next
fiscal year. Otherwise, there will be an-
other threat to shut down government
in December. It is irresponsible.

Last week Pope Francis reminded us
of our responsibilities, the better an-
gels in all of us. He said, ‘A good polit-
ical leader is one who, with the inter-
ests of all in mind, seizes the moment
in a spirit of openness and pragmatism.
A good political leader always opts to
initiate processes rather than simply
possessing spaces.”’

[ 1030

Therefore, the question we should be
asking: Are we simply possessing
spaces or are we trying to find together
the common good for the common man,
as Pope Francis suggested?

I hope his spiritual guidance will
allow us to work together to do what
we were sent here to do, which is the
people’s work. That is what we were
sent here to do on behalf of all Ameri-
cans.

—————

AGRICULTURE HAS A BRIGHT
FUTURE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. THOMPSON) for 5
minutes.

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, I rise today in honor of
two Future Farmers of America teams
from my district after they placed first
and second at a national competition
this past weekend.

The competition, known as ‘“The Big
E,” hosts teams from schools from the
East Coast and the Mid-Atlantic re-
gions which compete in a wide variety
of categories, including poultry
science, equine events, dairy science,
and much more.

A team from Bellefonte, Pennsyl-
vania, Centre County, placed first in
the poultry science career development
event and was responsible for judging
the birds and rating their quality along
with other criteria.

The second team, from the Central
Pennsylvania Institute of Science and
Technology in Pleasant Gap, Pennsyl-
vania, Centre County, placed second in
the nursery and landscaping division.
They were tasked with designing and
selling a landscaping plan. The team is
now working on a landscape project for
Pennsylvania’s farm show in January.
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Mr. Speaker, I rise to congratulate
the accomplishments of these future
farmers and also recognize the impor-
tant work performed by the FFA. The
success of these young people shows
that the industry is in good hands and
agriculture has a bright future.

————

PUT AN END TO TRAGIC AND
WASTEFUL SPENDING

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Minnesota (Mr. NOLAN) for 56 minutes.

Mr. NOLAN. Mr. Speaker, Members
of the House, the foolish and wasteful
squandering of Americans’ hard-earned
taxpayer dollars are once again on dis-
play in the war in the Middle East and
in Syria. Before I get to my point, I
want to remind my colleagues here
that we spent $3 trillion on the war in
Iraq. That is right, $3 trillion. Look
where it has gotten us.

I would like to remind my colleagues
that for one of those trillion we could
have graduated every college Kkid in
America and vocational school kid in
America debt free. Instead, we have
saddled them with debt that is crip-
pling their ability to get ahead and our
economy to grow.

It is no secret that bridges are falling
down here in America and trains are
coming off the rails. For one of those
trillion dollars, we could have rebuilt
our infrastructure and transportation
system in this country, once again cre-
ating good jobs and opportunities and
laying the foundation for our economy
to grow.

For another trillion of those dollars,
we could have given the American tax-
payers a trillion-dollar tax break.
Would they not have loved that and do
they not need that? Instead, we are
still looking at $2 trillion going for-
ward in taking care of the men and
women who served: the warriors, the
patriots, the men and women who were
willing to stand up and protect us, but
who lost arms and lost legs and suf-
fered severe brain injuries. Yes, that is
right, $2 trillion going forward, tending
to and caring for them. And that is a
moral obligation that we are obligated
to and must fulfill.

Now to my point today. Last year the
Congress authorized $500 million to be
spent on training the so-called mod-
erate Free Syrian rebels, and now we
have learned that only a handful, like
four to five, has shown up for duty, ac-
cording to Lloyd Austin, the U.S. Cen-
tral Commander for troops in the Mid-
dle BEast.

Back in June, Republican Congress-
man CURT CLAWSON and I offered an
amendment to the Defense Appropria-
tions bill to stop funding this so-called
Free Syrian rebel program. Why? Well,
the hard, cold fact is that many of
their leaders told us at the time that
they would not use the money to fight
and join us in the fight against ISIL.
Now we ask the House not to appro-
priate an additional $600 million, see-
ing that the $500 million that was spent
has already been wasted and misspent.
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Unfortunately, our colleagues at the
time did not follow our bipartisan rec-
ommendation on this important issue,
and the House did go ahead and appro-
priate an additional $600 million for
that failed program. Now that we know
only a handful are showing up for duty,
it is not too late to stop this additional
$600 million from going forward for this
failed program.

I am calling for the immediate re-
moval of that funding. After all, we did
pass my amendment prohibiting Con-
gress from funding so-called rebels
where there was clear proof that the
money was being misspent. Mr. Speak-
er, the proof could not be more clear in
this case.

This isn’t about agreement or dis-
agreement with our involvement in
these Middle East conflicts. This is
about the tragic, foolish, senseless,
wasteful squandering of $1.1 billion of
hard-earned American taxpayers’ dol-
lars.

Mr. Speaker, Mr. CLAWSON and I both
worked as businessmen for decades be-
fore coming to the Congress. Anyone
who knows anything about business
can tell you this: No private sector
company ever succeeded by spending
huge amounts of money on employees
who never showed up for work or,
worse yet, turned their allegiances to
an opposition or a competitive com-
pany. That is no way to run a business,
that is no way to govern, and it is cer-
tainly no way to win a war.

I plead with my colleagues to come
to their bipartisan senses, join Mr.
CLAWSON and me, and help us put an
end to this tragic and wasteful spend-
ing of hard-earned American taxpayer
dollars. The American taxpayers are
counting on us. Let’s not disappoint
them.

———
RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until noon
today.

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 37
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess.

————
0 1200
AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker at
noon.

———

PRAYER

Pastor Kevin Myers, 12Stone Church,
Lawrenceville, Georgia, offered the fol-
lowing prayer:

God, You invite us to come to You as
our Heavenly Father. And we Kknow
that if You kept a record of our
wrongs, none of us would stand a
chance. But with You there is forgive-
ness, so we are eternally grateful.

And beyond Your gift of forgiveness,
we need Your wisdom under pressure.
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Leadership pressure strains our mar-
riage and family. Would You give us
grace to love our spouse, wisdom to
make time for family, and keep no
record of wrongs. The stress of political
leadership can tempt us to sweep aside
our convictions. Give us wisdom and
grace to lead with courage.

The problems in our Nation and
pressing decisions can divide us beyond
reason. Would You give us discernment
beyond ourselves for the sake of our
country. May we act justly, love
mercy, and walk humbly with You, our
God.

In Jesus name, amen.

——
THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House
his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

———
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman
from Florida (Mr. JOLLY) come forward
and lead the House in the Pledge of Al-
legiance.

Mr. JOLLY led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

WELCOMING PASTOR KEVIN
MYERS

The SPEAKER. Without objection,
the gentleman from Georgia (Mr.
WOODALL) is recognized for 1 minute.

There was no objection.

Mr. WOODALL. Mr. Speaker, I tell
my colleagues we had the great honor
of the opening prayer today by Kevin
Myers, who is one of my constituents
in the great State of Georgia.

I don’t want to tell you about every-
thing he has done. I want to tell you a
little bit, though, about who he is be-
cause he represents those folks that I
have the honor of serving.

Pastor Kevin Myers and his new
bride sold everything they owned and
moved down to Georgia to plant their
first church. God called him to do that.
He is obedient.

Faced with trying to build that
church from scratch, it was in an old
movie theater just outside of where I
call home. Sixty-nine people showed up
on that very first day. That movie the-
ater has now come and gone in our
great State of Georgia, but the church
remains. But through those dark
times, he was faithful.

There are now 17,000 men and women
who call that church their faith home,
12Stone Church. And every single one
of those godly families loves on our
community because of the love and
faithfulness that Kevin inspires.

We are all honored to serve the men
and women that elect us to this office.
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I want you to know that I am honored
to serve the godly folks of 12Stone
Church and all of Gwinnett and
Forsyth Counties.

—————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Ms.
FoxX). The Chair will entertain up to
15 further requests for 1-minute speech-
es on each side of the aisle.

——————

U.S. ARMY MAJOR GENERAL
BRYAN KELLY

(Mr. JOLLY asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. JOLLY. Madam Speaker, I rise
today to recognize someone who has
dedicated 26 years of his life to ensur-
ing the health of our U.S. Army reserv-
ists, a man who has devoted his life to
helping others, U.S. Army Major Gen-
eral Bryan Kelly, who retired as com-
manding general of the Army Reserve
Medical Command in Pinellas Park,
Florida, on September 26.

General Kelly’s military career began
when he received a direct commission
into the U.S. Army Reserves after
graduating magna cum laude from Bos-
ton College, where he earned a Master
of Arts and a doctorate in psychology.

During his service to our country,
General Kelly has served in the 883
Medical Company and the 804. He has
been deployed to Iraq, where he served
as the commander of the 399 Combat
Support Hospital. And since 2012, Gen-
eral Kelly has served as the com-
mander of the Army Reserve Medical
Command.

Madam Speaker, I urge my col-
leagues to join me in thanking Major
General Bryan Kelly for his 26 years of
service and for the positive impact he
has had, both on his community and
the many men and women who serve in
our military today.

I also rise to recognize and thank his
wife of 35 years, Denise, and his two
daughters, Kristina and Michelle, for
their support during his service.

———

VA CHILDCARE PILOT PROGRAM

(Mr. HIGGINS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. HIGGINS. Madam Speaker, a De-
partment of Veterans Affairs survey
found that over 10 percent of our vet-
erans had to cancel VA medical ap-
pointments due to lack of child care.

Today, the House will consider H.R.
3696, which will extend the VA
childcare pilot program that is sched-
uled to expire this year.

This initiative has been a tremen-
dous success in western New York.
Last year, more than 1,300 children vis-
ited Kids Korner at the Buffalo VA
Medical Center, helping hundreds of
veterans keep their appointments. The
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program has been especially useful in
the treatment of post-traumatic stress
disorder, which requires regular coun-
seling and recurring follow-up appoint-
ments.

While I am grateful that Kids Korner
will be extended for another year, Con-
gress should do more. I urge my col-
leagues to support legislation intro-
duced by Congresswoman JULIA
BROWNLEY to make the program per-
manent and allow VA hospitals across
the country to establish similar pro-
grams for veterans that they serve.
Making child care available to patients
who need it is a cost-effective way to
improve health outcomes for veterans
to whom we owe so much.

————

JUSTICE FOR VICTIMS OF IRANIAN
TERRORISM ACT

(Mr. LAMALFA asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. LAMALFA. Madam Speaker, it is
no secret that Iran has been one of the
leading sponsors of terrorism in the
world for decades and that I am strong-
1y opposed to the Iran nuclear deal.

Hundreds of Americans have been
killed by terrorist attacks that were
sponsored or financed by Iran. U.S.
courts have ruled against Iran in more
than 80 cases, holding Iran responsible
for nearly $45 billion in damages.

The first thing, before any agreement
would ever happen, is that we should
make sure that Iran—out of that $150
billion of possible sanctions relief, we
should demand that American families
who lost a loved one at the hands of
Iranian terrorism receive the damages
they are owed. We cannot fail these
American families. Yet Obama’s ad-
ministration is prepared to unfreeze up
to $150 billion of these assets that will
help finance Iran’s continued terror at-
tacks.

I am proud to cosponsor the legisla-
tion by the gentleman from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. MEEHAN), H.R. 3457, the Jus-
tice for Victims of Iranian Terrorism
Act, which keeps Iran’s sanctions in
place until Iran has at least paid the
damages that it owes American fami-
lies.

Madam Speaker, this is the very
least we can do on a bad deal.

————
PLANNED PARENTHOOD

(Mr. QUIGLEY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. QUIGLEY. Madam Speaker, the
right to choice, the right for a woman
to have control of her own body is
guaranteed by the Constitution and
has been for 40 years. Defunding
Planned Parenthood will not change
that. Instead, defunding Planned Par-
enthood would lead to a decrease in ac-
cess to contraception and an increase
in unplanned pregnancies.

With 40 percent of unplanned preg-
nancies ending in abortion, defunding
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Planned Parenthood would inevitably
result in more abortions, not fewer. If
you really want to reduce the number
of abortions, you should be lobbying to
increase funding for Planned Parent-
hood and other organizations that pro-
vide safe and effective birth control.

So let’s fund Planned Parenthood,
keep our government open, and move
on to more pressing issues for the
American people.

————
NATIONAL RICE MONTH

(Mr. ABRAHAM asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. ABRAHAM. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to join with America’s rice farm-
ers and families in celebrating the
month of September as National Rice
Month. It has been 25 years since Sep-
tember was first dedicated as National
Rice Month.

So on this silver anniversary, I want
to pay a special tribute to the hard-
working men and women who produce
rice on their family farms. I would also
like to recognize all those who mill and
market rice, all the suppliers and buy-
ers and, of course, all of the consumers
who make rice an essential part of
their diet.

Rice farming in America actually
predates this Nation’s independence,
beginning almost 300 years ago. Today,
America’s rice industry creates 125,000
good-paying jobs and contributes an es-
timated $34 billion to our Nation’s
economy.

Nine million tons of rice are grown
each year by family farmers on more
than 2.7 million acres of land, predomi-
nantly in Louisiana, Arkansas, Mis-
sissippi, Missouri, California, and
Texas. While these six States produce
the lion’s share of rice in America,
there is also rice production in other
States, like Illinois and Tennessee. In
fact, the rice industry reaches every
State in the Nation, especially those
States with cereal makers, breweries,
and other foodmakers that use rice as
a key ingredient.

I ask my colleagues to support me in
recognizing September as National
Rice Month.

————
PLANNED PARENTHOOD

(Mr. KILDEE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. KILDEE. Mr. Speaker, I am here
because I stand with the majority of
Americans who support Planned Par-
enthood and the lifesaving preventa-
tive healthcare services that they pro-
vide each year to millions of women, to
men, to families all across this coun-
try. In fact, a new poll shows that near-
ly 7 in 10 Americans, 69 percent, oppose
shutting down the Federal Government
as a means of defunding Planned Par-
enthood. Shutting down the govern-
ment, we Kknow, puts this American
economy at risk, and it is no way to
govern.
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But there is only 1 legislative day
left before another GOP-engineered
shutdown. Republicans are so focused
on defunding Planned Parenthood, in
fact, they are so focused on fighting
one another, that they can’t fight for
hardworking Americans who are sim-
ply looking for their government to ad-
dress the problems and concerns and
the priorities that the American people
sent us here to address.

Americans overwhelmingly want
both parties to work together, to find
solutions to the big problems we face
in this country. I call on this Congress
to set aside these petty fights and get
to the work that the American people
sent us here to do.

———
CLEAN NUCLEAR ENERGY

(Mr. ALLEN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. ALLEN. Mr. Speaker, back home
in Georgia’s 12th Congressional Dis-
trict, I have had the opportunity to
visit Southern Company’s Plant Vogtle
in Waynesboro many times. I am ex-
tremely excited to see the progress of
construction of Vogtle reactors 3 and 4,
the Nation’s first new nuclear reactors
in 30 years. I look forward to the clean
energy and job opportunities they will
provide for our State and the entire
Southeast.

My district is proud to be the home
of every nuclear reactor in the State,
including two at Plant Vogtle, two at
Plant Hatch in Appling County, and
two in construction at Plant Vogtle.

Nuclear energy plays an important
role in Georgia’s energy portfolio and
accounts for nearly a third of all power
generated. Nuclear energy facilities
across Georgia employ more than 4,000
highly skilled employees and play a
vital role in our State and local econ-
omy.

Nuclear energy produces 91 percent of
Georgia’s emission-free electricity and
is the only clean air source that can
produce large amounts of electricity
around the clock.

As the proud grandfather of EHElsie
Louise Allen, born at 10:45 a.m. this
morning, I support clean nuclear en-
ergy and support the great work being
done at Plant Vogtle and Plant Hatch
on behalf of our children and grand-
children and their future energy needs.

———
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THE POPE’S ADDRESS TO
CONGRESS

(Ms. HAHN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. HAHN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to first thank Speaker BOEHNER for in-
viting Pope Francis to be the first Pope
to ever address a joint session of Con-
gress in his visit to the United States
last week.

I know that I was not the only Mem-
ber of Congress who was deeply moved
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by Pope Francis’ address. His message
was simple and honest. It crossed reli-
gious and political divides. He chal-
lenged us to do better and even invoked
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. He re-
minded us that this Nation continues
to be a land of dreams.

Pope Francis has returned to the
Vatican, and we must get back to
work. But I hope that his message will
stay with us a little longer. And we
should follow the Golden Rule. Para-
phrased, we should treat others like we
would like to be treated. Not only
should that apply to how we treat each
other in the Halls of Congress, but also
to how we address the bigger problems
that this Nation is facing.

From immigration reform to voting
rights, each of us should place our-
selves in the shoes of struggling fami-
lies and work on the solution that is
right for them and right for this coun-
try.

———

SUICIDE PREVENTION

(Mr. BILIRAKIS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, as this
Suicide Prevention Month comes to a
close, I believe it is crucial we remain
committed to all suicide prevention ef-
forts. We must continually ask our-
selves: Are we doing enough when it
comes to addressing mental health and
suicide in our Nation? I don’t think so.

As vice chairman of the Committee
on Veterans’ Affairs, I know that this
issue is especially important for our
Nation’s heroes. Recent data has shown
that every day in this country approxi-
mately 18 to 22 veterans take their own
lives. This statistic answers the ques-
tion I posed earlier. It is obvious more
needs to be done.

My COVER Act addresses suicide pre-
vention for veterans by promoting ac-
cess to better alternative complemen-
tary mental health treatments. While
traditional forms of therapy may work
for some, tailoring therapies to the
veteran and finding the balance be-
tween traditional and complementary
alternative treatments could be the
difference in saving lives.

The COVER Act passed the House
several weeks ago. I encourage my Sen-
ate colleagues to do the same in the
Senate so we can get it to the Presi-
dent’s desk for his signature.

———

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY TO THE
NEA AND NEH

(Mr. LANGEVIN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. LANGEVIN. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to wish the National Endowment
for the Arts and the National Endow-
ment for the Humanities a happy anni-
versary, as both the NEA and NEH turn
50 years old today.

As a Rhode Islander, I share a special
connection with these agencies because
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both reflect the legacy of our late long-
time senior Senator, Claiborne Pell.
Senator Pell knew that art and culture
were a vital part of our society because
he grew up around the vibrant arts
scene Rhode Island is justifiably known
for.

Today I know that Senator Pell
would be proud of the legacy that he
has left in our Nation and in his State.
Whether it is the Providence Inter-
national Arts Festival, which had a
terrific inaugural year thanks to NEA
support, or Cafe Recuerdos, an NEH-
funded traditional Cuban coffee cart
that serves as a forum for sharing sto-
ries as part of Latino Americans: 500
Years of History or the numerous other
arts and cultural organizations, insti-
tutions, and events that were given
birth because of the endowments, the
endowments have been integral to our
continued social and economic develop-
ment.

To the NEA and NEH, happy anniver-
sary.

CONGRATULATING EARLY
COLLEGE OF FORSYTH

(Ms. FOXX asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, today I rise
to congratulate Early College of
Forsyth, which was recently named
one of America’s top high schools by
Newsweek magazine.

Established in 2008, Early College of
Forsyth is a partnership between Win-
ston-Salem/Forsyth County schools
and Forsyth Technical Community
College. The school provides a small
learning community of students with
the opportunity to earn both a high
school diploma and an associate’s de-
gree. By considering their learning
needs and providing support services,
every student is given the tools to
excel in both high school and college
courses.

Early College of Forsyth provides an
advanced educational experience that
promotes independence, responsibility
for learning, and community involve-
ment. America needs more of this type
of innovative learning that equips stu-
dents for success in college, career, and
life.

————

HONORING THE 50TH
ANNIVERSARY OF NEA AND NEH

(Mr. PRICE of North Carolina asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute.)

Mr. PRICE of North Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, I rise today to honor the 50th
anniversary of the creation of the Na-
tional Endowment for the Humanities
and the National Endowment for the
Arts.

As a co-chair of the Congressional
Humanities Caucus and a member of
the Congressional Arts Caucus, I am
proud to strongly support the impor-
tant missions of these two agencies.

The NEA partners with State arts
agencies, local leaders, other Federal
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agencies, and the philanthropic sector
to promote arts education and commu-
nity access to the fine arts.

The NEH remains the single most im-
portant source of Federal funding for
research and scholarship in history, lit-
erature, foreign languages, and other
fields that provide us with invaluable
ethical, cultural, and historical per-
spectives.

Both the NEA and the NEH merit in-
creased support. This investment is one
of the most efficient we make in terms
of leveraging private, nonprofit, and
corporate dollars. These programs are
critically important locally as well as
nationally, and they are the foundation
of an arts and humanities community
that supports millions of jobs.

Let’s honor this 50th anniversary by
renewing our national commitment to
the arts and the humanities and the
many ways they enrich our lives.

———
HUNGER ACTION MONTH

(Ms. ADAMS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. ADAMS. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today during Hunger Action Month to
discuss an issue that demands our im-
mediate attention: hunger.

My district—North Carolina’s 12th—
ranks ninth in the Nation and first in
the State for hunger. My hometown of
Greensboro and High Point are first in
the Nation for food insecurity. In May,
I launched the Adams Hunger Initia-
tive to draw greater attention to this
issue and to foster bipartisan solutions.

This week I am introducing a resolu-
tion to highlight the severity of the
hunger crisis across our Nation and to
recognize the role critical programs
like SNAP and others play in helping
families put food on the table and to
call on Congress to strengthen these
programs and streamline requirements
for afterschool and summer meals pro-
grams.

Mr. Speaker, if the government shuts
down on Thursday, the SNAP program
won’t have enough to cover October
benefits, impacting more than 65,000
people in my district and millions
across the Nation. During Hunger Ac-
tion Month, a time when we should be
elevating and addressing this crisis, we
are taking steps back. I call on my col-
leagues to stand with our most vulner-
able and keep our government running.

SALUTING THE EFFORTS OF
FEEDING SOUTH FLORIDA

(Ms. WILSON of Florida asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Ms. WILSON of Florida. Mr. Speaker,
as the eighth annual Hunger Action
Month comes to an end, I salute the ef-
forts of Feeding South Florida for its
year-round efforts to end hunger in our
communities.

For the past 8 years, we have dug our
way out of a deep recession that turned
once middle class families into people
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who have less and already struggling
families into have-nots. In Florida’s
24th Congressional District, more than
200,000 children are food-insecure and
go to bed hungry. Overall, 23 percent of
individuals are food-insecure.

Feeding South Florida is a lifeline
that runs food banks, a mobile food
pantry that delivers fresh fruits and
vegetables, a summer food service so
students can continue to receive
healthy meals when school is out of
session, and a program that brings food
to senior housing sites.

Just last week in this very Chamber
Pope Francis reminded us that the
fight against poverty and hunger must
be fought constantly and on many
fronts. Feeding South Florida does
that every day and deserves all the
support we can muster. That is why I
wear this orange adornment today, to
honor the entire organization, adminis-
tration, and workers, of Feeding South
Florida.

————

COMMUNICATION FROM THE
CLERK OF THE HOUSE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
HARRIS) laid before the House the fol-
lowing communication from the Clerk
of the House of Representatives:

OFFICE OF THE CLERK,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, September 29, 2015.
Hon. JOHN A. BOEHNER,
The Speaker, U.S. Capitol,
House of Representatives, Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to the per-
mission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II of
the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on
September 29, 2015 at 9:27 a.m.:

That the Senate passed S. 599.

With best wishes, I am

Sincerely,
KAREN L. HAAS.

——————

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION
OF H.R. 3495, WOMEN’S PUBLIC
HEALTH AND SAFETY ACT, AND
WAIVING A REQUIREMENT OF
CLAUSE 6(a) OF RULE XIII WITH
RESPECT TO CONSIDERATION OF
CERTAIN RESOLUTIONS RE-
PORTED FROM THE COMMITTEE
ON RULES

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, by direction
of the Committee on Rules, I call up
House Resolution 444 and ask for its
immediate consideration.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 444

Resolved, That upon adoption of this reso-
lution it shall be in order to consider in the
House the bill (H.R. 3495) to amend title XIX
of the Social Security Act to allow for great-
er State flexibility with respect to excluding
providers who are involved in abortions. All
points of order against consideration of the
bill are waived. The amendment printed in
the report of the Committee on Rules accom-
panying this resolution shall be considered
as adopted. The bill, as amended, shall be
considered as read. All points of order
against provisions in the bill, as amended,

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

are waived. The previous question shall be
considered as ordered on the bill, as amend-
ed, and on any further amendment thereto,
to final passage without intervening motion
except: (1) one hour of debate equally divided
and controlled by the chair and ranking mi-
nority member of the Committee on Energy
and Commerce or their respective designees;
and (2) one motion to recommit with or
without instructions.

SEC. 2. The requirement of clause 6(a) of
rule XIII for a two-thirds vote to consider a
report from the Committee on Rules on the
same day it is presented to the House is
waived with respect to any resolution re-
ported through the legislative day of October
1, 2015.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tlewoman from North Carolina is rec-
ognized for 1 hour.

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, for the pur-
pose of debate only, I yield the cus-
tomary 30 minutes to the gentleman
from Florida (Mr. HASTINGS), pending
which I yield myself such time as I
may consume. During consideration of
this resolution, all time yielded is for
the purpose of debate only.

GENERAL LEAVE

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent that all Members have 5
legislative days to revise and extend
their remarks.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from North Carolina?

There was no objection.

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, House Reso-
lution 444 provides a closed rule for
consideration of H.R. 3495, the Women’s
Public Health and Safety Act.

Over the past few months, extremely
disturbing information has come to
light about the activities of abortion
providers and their sale of unborn chil-
dren’s hearts and other organs for com-
pensation. In light of those discoveries,
we provide for consideration today of
crucial legislation to ensure States are
free to ensure their limited taxpayers’
dollars do not provide sustaining fund-
ing to abortion providers whose activi-
ties are found repugnant.

H.R. 3495, the Women’s Public Health
and Safety Act, allows States to make
a decision identical to the one this
House made earlier this month when
we passed H.R. 3134, the Defund
Planned Parenthood Act, which
stopped the flow of taxpayer dollars to
Planned Parenthood as investigations
continue into its sale of unborn chil-
dren’s parts.

As my colleagues noted during de-
bate on H.R. 3134, arguments from the
minority that this bill will prevent
women from accessing health care ring
hollow. We know that federally quali-
fied health centers and rural health
centers outnumber Planned Parent-
hood clinics at a rate of 20 to 1.

Of these over 13,000 federally quali-
fied health centers and rural health
centers, women have access to any
healthcare service provided by Planned
Parenthood or other abortion providers
with one obvious exception. Because
they are federally funded, these true
health centers do not perform abor-
tions.
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Clearly, despite opponents’ best ef-
forts to argue otherwise, this bill does
not deny healthcare services to women.
It does allow States to decide whether
their Medicaid funds should support a
provider whose atrocities have shocked
our national conscience and devalued
human life.

It is not surprising, though, that we
are hearing these hollow arguments
about access to healthcare services, as
the political machinery of abortion
providers has Kkicked into high gear
with scare tactics to protect their busi-
ness. Abortion is, after all, a business.
Planned Parenthood is the single larg-
est abortion business in the country.
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Recently, they performed over 325,000
abortions in 1 year. That is nearly 900
every day, at a rate of over 35 an hour.
They are able to continue that activ-
ity, in part, because Planned Parent-
hood has received over $1 billion in 3
years from Medicaid alone. I have spo-
ken previously on the floor about the
absurdity of providing taxpayer funds
to organizations that have had their
willingness to accept compensation for
the remains of unborn children exposed
for all to see.

Several States, including Louisiana,
Arkansas, Alabama, and Indiana, have
recognized that alarming truth and
acted on their own to stop providing
abortion providers with taxpayer dol-
lars through Medicaid. Unfortunately,
the Obama administration has forced
those States to continue providing tax-
payer dollars to abortion providers.

Thankfully, when the Framers of our
Constitution established our Nation,
they saw fit to give States a right to
determine their own affairs and the
disposition of their citizens’ taxes.
Today, we restore federalism to the
Medicaid program and enable States to
make their own choices on which Med-
icaid providers to accept, allowing
them to stop the flow of taxpayer dol-
lars to organizations that accept com-
pensation for the sale of well-developed
unborn children’s hearts and bodies.

Mr. Speaker, I commend this rule
and the underlying bill to my col-
leagues for their support.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. HASTINGS. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume,
and I thank the gentlewoman from
North Carolina for yielding the cus-
tomary 30 minutes for debate.

My friend, the gentlewoman from
North Carolina, says that the minority
speaks in a way that is hollow. I will
tell you what is hollow: talk about reg-
ular order in this institution.

The general public may not know
that there is a methodology that al-
lows for all proceedings to go forward.
Customarily, a measure of this kind
would have had a committee hearing
and a committee markup. It did not,
and that is not regular order.

Mr. Speaker, we are now less than 48
hours away from another government
shutdown, and instead of considering a
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continuing resolution, we are debating
legislation that will limit a woman’s
access to health services and make it
harder for Medicaid patients to obtain
care. I wonder about States like Flor-
ida and Texas that did not accept Med-
icaid money under so-called
ObamaCare having charge of Medicare
and Medicaid.

Like many of my colleagues, I am
frustrated that we are again wasting
precious time considering a bill crafted
by ideological extremists, which, even
in the unlikely event of Senate pas-
sage, would be vetoed by the President.

To be sure, this frustration isn’t lim-
ited to my friends on this side of the
aisle. Just this week, the fight over
defunding Planned Parenthood and
similar scuffles facilitated by fringe
elements of the Republican Party led
to the resignation of the Speaker of the
House.

And on a personal note, I would like
to thank the Speaker for his service
and his forthright commentary regard-
ing his leaving the House. In my judg-
ment, he has done a credible job for
this institution. He had people who
would not let him do the things that
were needed for all of us in this Nation.

The Republican Conference is really
divided so fervently that we can again
expect the real threat of a government
shutdown in December. All we are
doing today, in the final analysis on
that subject, whenever it comes up—
and it may come up today and tomor-
row—is to kick the can down the road
again. The can ain’t got no more space
for kicking. But we continue to do
that, and this time until December,
even if we are able to avoid the one
currently looming over our heads.

Mr. Speaker, current Federal law al-
ready denies Federal Medicaid cov-
erage of abortion except in limited cir-
cumstances, and Federal insurance
coverage of an abortion is restricted.

Instead of debating bills like the one
before us today, we should be coming
together to find a balanced and respon-
sible way to fund the government, pass
a budget that represents our constitu-
ents’ priorities, and invest in this great
country.

H.R. 3495 seeks to amend title 19 of
the Medicaid law to allow States to
prevent qualified providers and institu-
tions from participating in their Med-
icaid programs without a showing of
cause or due process if they have any
involvement—underscore that, ‘“‘any
involvement’’—in abortions, a standard
which has been left undefined and cer-
tainly vague.

Aptly termed the ‘‘free choice of pro-
vider” provision, title 19 currently
mandates that Medicaid beneficiaries
be permitted to obtain services from
any qualified provider he or she choos-
es and is implemented in the Centers
for Medicare and Medicaid Services’
free choice of provider regulation. This
regulation also explicitly states that
under no circumstance can the free
choice of provider protection be com-
promised with respect to providers of
family planning services.
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In short, current Federal law was
designated to guarantee that State
Medicaid programs ©provide bene-
ficiaries with the same basic oppor-
tunity and rights to choose and receive
covered healthcare services from any
qualified provider in the same way as
any member of the general population
seeking healthcare services. The legis-
lative language of this bill is so broad
that, if enacted, it has the potential to
have a devastating impact on patient
access by giving States the ability to
kick any provider out of Medicaid, in-
cluding entire hospital systems, if that
provider has even an attenuated con-
nection to abortion services.

For example, it is entirely possible
that, under this bill, a hospital could
be excluded from providing any and all
services in Medicaid if an obstetrician
with admitting privileges at the same
hospital provides, or even provided in
the past, abortions as a separate part
of his or her practice.

The American Congress of Obstetri-
cians and Gynecologists, an organiza-
tion of over 57,000 physicians and part-
ners in women’s health, have come out
publicly against this legislation, as
have the American Civil Liberties
Union and the National Association for
the Advancement of Colored People. I
will include those endorsements
against this measure in the RECORD.

THE AMERICAN CONGRESS OF OBSTE-
TRICIANS AND GYNECOLOGISTS,
Washington, DC, September 28, 2015.

DEAR REPRESENTATIVE: On behalf of the
American Congress of Obstetricians and
Gynecologists (ACOG), representing 57,000
physicians and partners in women’s health, I
urge you to vote NO on H.R. 3495, the Wom-
en’s Public Health and Safety Act.

This intentionally vague bill should not be
enacted into law. In falling far short of any
standard for sound federal health legislation
and policy, it would serve only to scare pro-
viders away from providing comprehensive,
compassionate care to women, and leave
women without the care they need. America
needs more ob-gyns participating in the
Medicaid program; this bill would do the op-
posite.

I urge you to vote NO on H.R. 3495 when it
comes to the House floor. Don’t be fooled by
the title of this bill. This legislation is noth-
ing more than the latest in a string of at-
tacks against women’s health.

Sincerely,
MARK S. DEFRANCESO,
MD, MBA, FACOG,
President.
AMERICAN CIVIL LIBERTIES UNION,
Washington, DC, September 29, 2015.
Vote “NO” on H.R. 3495

DEAR REPRESENTATIVE: On behalf of the
American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU), a
nationwide organization with more than a
million members, activists, and supporters
that fights tirelessly to defend and preserve
the individual rights and liberties that the
Constitution and the laws of the United
States guarantee everyone in this country,
we urge you to vote NO on Rep. Duffy’s bill,
the misleadingly titled ‘“Women’s Public
Health and Safety Act.” (H.R. 3495). Because
of the critical importance of the civil rights
and civil liberties principles involved, we
will score the vote.

H.R. 3495 gives states virtually unchecked
power to exclude women’s health care pro-
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viders from participation in Medicaid. It
does so by undermining the longstanding
free choice of provider provision which guar-
antees patients the ability to seek health
care services, and specifically family plan-
ning services, from any qualified provider.
This bill would allow states that are hostile
to a woman’s right to abortion in general,
and to Planned Parenthood in particular, to
target women’s health providers for exclu-
sion from Medicaid with impunity. In so
doing, the bill forces doctors and organiza-
tions to choose between providing a con-
stitutionally-protected medical service that
one in three women needs in her lifetime and
providing other necessary health care serv-
ices to low-income patients who already face
a dearth of qualified and willing medical pro-
fessionals. Mandating such a choice not only
raises serious constitutional concerns, but
also threatens to devastate access to care for
millions of low-income women and men.

As the latest component of the ongoing
smear campaign against Planned Parent-
hood, this bill particularly jeopardizes access
to the high quality, affordable health care
that Planned Parenthood health centers pro-
vide. Planned Parenthood is a critical safe-
ty-net provider. One in five women will visit
a local Planned Parenthood health center
during her lifetime, and many low-income
women and women of color rely on Planned
Parenthood as their primary health care pro-
vider. Despite the fact that numerous inves-
tigations have already cleared Planned Par-
enthood of wrongdoing, opponents of safe,
legal abortion continue to cite the decep-
tively edited videos that misrepresent the
organization’s fetal tissue donation practices
as justification for legislation, like H.R. 3495,
that would harm women’s health.

H.R. 3495 would allow states to eliminate
Planned Parenthood health centers from
Medicaid without cause based solely on po-
litical motivations, effectively denying ac-
cess to vital preventive care services, includ-
ing wellness exams, cancer screenings, STI
testing and treatment, and contraception to
many patients. Alabama, Arkansas, Lou-
isiana, and Utah have all recently attempted
to do this, despite warnings from the Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services that
doing so likely violates federal law by ille-
gally restricting beneficiaries’ access to
services. As defunding efforts in Texas and
Indiana have demonstrated, eliminating
Planned Parenthood as an option for those
enrolled in public health care programs
would leave a serious void that could simply
not be filled by other health care providers.

H.R. 3495 would give these states and oth-
ers that share this anti-women’s health
agenda broad discretion to exclude any per-
son, institution, agency or entity that ‘‘per-
forms or participates in the performance of
abortions” from participating in Medicaid.
Not only would this mean that all such wom-
en’s health providers could be cut out of the
Medicaid program under this provision, but
states could also attempt to use it to elimi-
nate a wide range of other health care pro-
viders, with serious consequences for low-in-
come patients. For example, a hospital that
provides emergency abortions to stabilize a
women’s health, as required under federal
law would be barred from Medicaid under
H.R. 3495, leaving Medicaid patients without
access to any care at that hospital. Simply
put, this bill is extreme and would have a
devastating impact on access to care.

The ACLU opposes H.R. 3495 and urges all
members of the House of Representatives to
vote ‘‘No.” Should you have any questions,
please contact Georgeanne Usova.

Sincerely,
KARIN JOHANSON,
Director.
GEORGEANNE M. USOVA,
Legislative Counsel.



H6318

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR
THE ADVANCEMENT OF COLORED PEOPLE,
Washington, DC, September 29, 2015.
Re: NAACP Strong Opposition to H.R. 3495, a
Bill to Prohibit Federal Funding to Pro-
viders of Abortions, Including Planned
Parenthood Federation of America.

DEAR REPRESENTATIVE: On behalf of the
NAACP, our nation’s oldest, largest and
most  widely-recognized grassroots-based
civil rights organization, I strongly urge you
to oppose and vote against H.R. 3495, which
would eliminate all federal funding to any
agency which provides abortions to women,
including Planned Parenthood and its affili-
ates nation-wide. To ban all federal funding
for Planned Parenthood and similar organi-
zations would result in the elimination of a
myriad of crucial and affordable health care
services; for many in the communities we
serve and represent, Planned Parenthood
clinics represent the only health care serv-
ices available. Furthermore, since a prohibi-
tion on federal funding for abortions is al-
ready in place, there is no justification for
this reckless initiative.

The NAACP policy agenda has never taken
a position on abortions, neither in opposition
nor support. We are, however, very cognizant
and very appreciative of the wide range of
health care services offered to the commu-
nities we serve and represent by Planned
Parenthood and its affiliates. The latest esti-
mates indicate that Planned Parenthood
serves over five million clients a year, and
that 75% of their clients have incomes at or
below 150 percent of the federal poverty
level. Services provided at locations include
screening for breast, cervical and testicular
cancers; contraceptives; pregnancy testing
and pregnancy options counseling; testing
and treatment for sexually transmitted dis-
eases; comprehensive sexuality education,
menopause treatments; and vasectomies and
tubal ligations. For many of Planned Parent-
hood’s patients, the annual exams received
at their facilities are the only access to
health care they have.

Thank you in advance for your attention
to the position of the NAACP; H.R. 3495 is ex-
treme and should be opposed.

Sincerely,

HILARY O. SHELTON,
Director, NAACP Washington
Bureau & Senior Vice President
for Advocacy and Policy.

Mr. HASTINGS. The American Con-
gress of Obstetricians and Gyne-
cologists stated that the bill falls far
short of any standard Federal health
legislation policy, and insisted that ‘it
would serve only to scare providers
away from providing comprehensive,
compassionate care to women, and
leave women without the care they
need.” Moreover, the group maintains
this bill would prevent OB/GYNs from
participating in the Medicaid program.

The reality is over 90 percent of the
services of Planned Parenthood and
similar organizations are preventative
in nature, including cancer screenings,
testing for sexually transmitted infec-
tions, and family planning services.

Medicaid beneficiaries already have
limited access to doctors, and this bill
will only restrict access for the poorest
individuals in our society.

I said last night in the Rules Com-
mittee that wealthy women in our so-
ciety don’t have the problem of seeing
the doctor of their choice. Under this
particular measure, poor women will be
further restricted from having the ac-
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cess to a physician of their choice as a
Medicaid provider.

Knowing this, the title of the bill,
the Women’s Public Health and Safety
Act, is as ironic as it is patronizing.
H.R. 3495 will punish the most vulner-
able Americans and will prevent
women from accessing the care that
keeps them safe and healthy.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I have heard the ques-
tion, Why haven’t you done this be-
fore? Unfortunately, the full depths to
which abortion providers have sunk
was not previously public knowledge.
The recent release of a number of hid-
den camera videos exposing the painful
dismemberment of unborn children to
facilitate the sale of their body parts
by Planned Parenthood has provided
clear evidence that truly repugnant ac-
tivities are rampant in the abortion in-
dustry and that taxpayer support
should never be provided to organiza-
tions that participate in the trade of
human tissue.

One key Planned Parenthood abor-
tionist even said: ‘“We’ve been very
good at getting heart, lung, liver, be-
cause we know that, so I'm not gonna
crush that part, I’'m gonna basically
crush below, I'm gonna to crush above,
and I'm gonna see if I can get it all in-
tact.”

In these days of 3-D ultrasounds and
high-definition screens, it is impossible
to hide the humanity of these child vic-
tims. They have fingers and toes,
heartbeats, and organs developed
enough that tissue collectors will pay
$60 a specimen for them.

In light of the serious questions
raised by these videos, the House Com-
mittees on Energy and Commerce, Ju-
diciary, and Oversight and Government
Reform have each launched investiga-
tions.

While Planned Parenthood does not
receive direct Federal funding for abor-
tions, these investigations are war-
ranted, as a recent report from the
Government  Accountability Office
shows that the organization receives
an average of 500 million taxpayer dol-
lars each year for other lines of busi-
ness. Money is fungible, and the Fed-
eral funds that Planned Parenthood re-
ceives ultimately subsidize their abor-
tion services.

Mr. Speaker, that is why today’s leg-
islation is so important. In light of the
atrocities uncovered in abortion facili-
ties across the country, it is vital that
States be empowered to choose to with-
hold Medicaid funds from flowing to
abortion providers that deliberately
dismember unborn children to receive
compensation for their organs and
other body parts.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. HASTINGS. Mr. Speaker, I am
very pleased to yield 12 minutes to the
gentlewoman from California (Ms.
MATSUI), my good friend.
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Ms. MATSUI. I thank the gentleman
for yielding.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong opposi-
tion to H.R. 3495. This bill is
misleadingly named the Women’s Pub-
lic Health and Safety Act when, in
fact, it puts women’s and men’s health
at risk.

This bill would allow States to block
Planned Parenthood or any other
health provider from Medicaid based on
“involvement in abortions.” Now, mil-
lions of American women and men de-
pend on Planned Parenthood for essen-
tial health care.

The majority seems determined to
take our Nation’s healthcare system
backwards. Planned Parenthood uses
Medicaid funding to provide services
like cancer screening, access to contra-
ception, and pre-conception counseling
that helps women prepare for healthy
pregnancies.

Members of Congress should stop at-
tacking women’s ability to control
their own health care. This bill dis-
proportionately impacts low-income
women and families and unfairly takes
away one of their healthcare options.

Congress needs to get back to doing
our job and stop this attack on wom-
en’s health.

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

For those who complain that this bill
isn’t properly named, let us not forget
that at least half of the unborn chil-
dren who are victims of abortion are fe-
male who would grow up to be women.
Far too many supporters of abortion on
demand ignore that reality and the
fact that many abortions are sex-selec-
tion abortions.

Until they confront that, how can
they parse bill titles, particularly
those that protect all existing funding
for women’s health, while ensuring
women and their children are not party
to the sale of tiny hearts and organs
for compensation?

Mr. Speaker, I yield 4 minutes to my
colleague from Maryland (Mr. HARRIS).

Mr. HARRIS. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentlewoman for yielding the time.

Mr. Speaker, this bill very simply al-
lows States to be partners in the Med-
icaid program. The Medicaid program
is a partnership between the Federal
Government and the States, except too
often Washington tells the States ex-
actly what they have to do.

This is one of those examples because
this is not theoretical. There are two
States that have attempted to defund
with their use of taxpayer dollars in
their States—these are not Federal tax
dollars. They don’t want their State’s
taxpayers dollars to fund Planned Par-
enthood. Instead, they want to fund
other women’s health services. They
should be allowed to do that.

Why should the Secretary of Health
and Human Services demand that one
particular institution get funds?

Let’s talk about that institution. The
gentleman from Florida says, oh, this
is going to deny women health care.
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Let me tell you who is denying
women health care in my district, in
rural Lower Eastern Shore. We had a
Planned Parenthood in Salisbury. They
closed up in April. On their Web site,
they said: The center in Easton will be
open Monday through Friday. You can
just get your care there, our Planned
Parenthood Center, which is about 45
minutes up the road.

Mr. Speaker, just go on your tablet
device and see what the hours at the
Easton Planned Parenthood are that
are supposed to develop this wonderful
comprehensive health care to women in
my district.

Now, if you want to go today, you are
out of luck. They are closed. Now, if
you went yesterday, they were open for
7 hours, from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. That is
nice. I guess they are bankers’ hours. I
guess we just assume that everybody is
going to get their health care between
10 a.m. and 5 p.m. So Monday they are
open from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Tuesday
they are closed.

Mr. Speaker, if one of the women in
my Lower Shore want to go on Wednes-
day, they are out of luck. They are
closed. If they want to go on Thursday,
they are in luck. They are open for 7%
hours, from 11 a.m. to 6:30 p.m. But if
they want to go on Friday, Saturday,
or Sunday, they are out of luck be-
cause Planned Parenthood is closed.
They are not delivering comprehensive
services those days.

In fact, Mr. Speaker, as we Kknow,
Planned Parenthood doesn’t deliver
comprehensive women’s health serv-
ices. One of the most important serv-
ices that you can deliver to a woman of
child-bearing age is mammograms.

Not a single Planned Parenthood fa-
cility in this entire country has a
mammography machine. Now, how do
you deliver a mammogram without a
mammography machine?

Mr. Speaker, it is an untruth.
Planned Parenthood doesn’t do com-
prehensive cancer screening. Because
one of the most important screening
techniques is mammography, and none
of them can deliver it.

Let’s contrast what the woman who
is seeking comprehensive women’s
health care on the Lower Eastern
Shore in Maryland—what her alter-
native is, because the gentleman from
Florida mentions that our Medicaid pa-
tients won’t be able to be seen if we
pass this bill.

The alternative is our Federally
qualified health center, our community
health center, called Three Lower
Counties. Now, if you go to Three
Lower Counties today, you are actually
in luck because they are open from 8:30
a.m. to 5 p.m. and they have a mam-
mography machine as well as the en-
tire range of comprehensive services,
with one exception. They don’t do
abortions. But, then again, the other
Planned Parenthoods on the Eastern
Shore of Maryland don’t do it either.

So, in fact, if a woman who is on
Medicaid really wants access to com-
prehensive health care in my district,
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they have got to go past Planned Par-
enthood unless—well, that is not true.

I guess, if Monday and Thursday they
want their health care, they can go to
Planned Parenthood. Tuesday, Wednes-
day, Friday, Saturday, they can’t.

But they could go to one of those at
my community health center. In fact,
nationwide there are only a little over
500 Planned Parenthood facilities.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
HOLDING). The time of the gentleman
has expired.

Ms. FOXX. I yield the gentleman an
additional 1 minute.

Mr. HARRIS. There are 13,000 com-
munity health centers, each of which
has to have radiology facilities. That is
how you get the Federal money.

So, in fact, if we really want to let
our States, by their choice—we are not
forcing States. We are not saying that
a State can’t fund Planned Parenthood.

Look, I come from the State of Mary-
land. We will probably choose to do it.

But a State that chooses not to
should be given the option to tell their
women: If you really want it, really
want comprehensive care, well, go to
one of the community health centers.
That is all this bill does.

This doesn’t limit care. This expands
care because this tells women: You
don’t have to go to the Monday-and
Thursday-only clinic that can’t give
you a mammogram. You can actually
go get comprehensive care somewhere
else, even if you are on Medicaid.

My biggest objection—and the gen-
tlewoman from North Carolina hit it
on the head—is look at what else
Planned Parenthood does. They actu-
ally—and, as a physician, I find this
unbelievable.

They will change the abortion tech-
nique in order to better harvest the
fetal tissue that they can then sell.
That should be so morally objection-
able that we should allow States to
limit that funding.

Mr. HASTINGS. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

I would just like to indicate to my
friend from Maryland that, while there
are 13,000 community health centers,
many of them are overcrowded to begin
with and can’t provide even the day-
time that you mentioned in Salisbury,
all the services for various commu-
nities.

But, more important, you are cor-
rect. Planned Parenthood does not do
mammograms. But they did in the last
year 500,000 breast screenings. I could
offer up anecdotal information that al-
lows—you can go downstairs right here
to the House physician. The House phy-
sician doesn’t provide all of the serv-
ices, but refers you out to GW or to
Walter Reed Bethesda.

So referring out those women, if I
were to pull up the anecdotal informa-
tion of the number of women that did
ultimately learn that they had prob-
lems, those statistics justify the con-
tinuation of this organization that pro-
vides compassionate services to
women.
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Mr. Speaker, I am very bpleased to
yield 2 minutes to the distinguished
gentlewoman from Washington (Ms.
DELBENE).

Ms. DELBENE. Mr. Speaker, here we
go again. Just 10 days ago the House
took a vote to attack women’s health.
At that time, I said it felt like deja vu.

Now I am starting to wonder if this is
the only issue that my colleagues care
about.

Have we taken a vote to reauthorize
the Export-Import Bank? No.

Have we taken a vote to extend the
Land and Water Conservation Fund?
No.

Have we taken a single vote this year
to fix our broken immigration system?
No.

Yet, somehow we found time to take
vote after vote restricting women’s ac-
cess to care. It is reprehensible.

The bill we are considering today is
one of the worst yet. It is a dangerous
and unprecedented assault on women
and their healthcare providers, and it
does nothing to address the real issues
that Americans are facing.

Mr. Speaker, voters didn’t send us
here to intimidate their doctors and
interfere in their private medical deci-
sions.

It is time for Congress to stop wast-
ing time and get to work. I urge my
colleagues to oppose this rule and the
underlying bill.

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I reserve the
balance of my time.

Mr. HASTINGS. Mr. Speaker, if we
defeat the previous question, I am
going to offer an amendment to the
rule to bring up H.R. 3611, a long-term
reauthorization of the Export-Import
Bank.

Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous con-
sent to insert the text of my amend-
ment in the RECORD along with extra-
neous material immediately prior to
the vote on the previous question.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. POE
of Texas). Is there objection to the re-
quest of the gentleman from Florida?

There was no objection.

Mr. HASTINGS. Mr. Speaker, to dis-
cuss our proposal, I am very pleased to
yield 3 minutes to my good friend from
Washington (Mr. HECK).

Mr. HECK of Washington. Mr. Speak-
er, I thank the gentleman from Flor-
ida.

I rise to oppose the demand for the
previous question so that we might, in
fact, take up the issue of a long-term
reauthorization of the Export-Import
Bank.

Something has changed. This is no
longer an abstract philosophical con-
versation. This is a real, manifest, con-
crete conversation in which people are
losing their livelihoods.

I stood here last week and reported
that not one, but two, satellite sales
were likely lost. A subsequent an-
nouncement by Boeing to lay off work-
ers in El1 Segundo, California, is not ab-
stract.

I referred to General Electric an-
nouncing that it was laying off 500 peo-
ple as a result of the failure of this
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body to do what it has done every
chance it had under every President for
81 years, almost always unanimously.

This is no longer an abstraction. Peo-
ple are losing their livelihoods, and it
will continue. It continued yesterday.
General Electric announced another 350
jobs lost. They are moving them from
Wisconsin to Canada.

This is not an abstraction. This is
not some ideological tug of war. You
are taking away people’s jobs.

And, by the way, last week, when GE
announced its first layoff of 500, the
spokesman for the majority party said
it was immaterial. They dismissed it.
Well, if you opened up that envelope
and found a pink slip, you wouldn’t
think it was immaterial.

Last week I revealed a dirty little se-
cret. I shared with you that the Boeing
aircraft company, the largest exporter
in the United States of America, the
heart of our manufacturing base, didn’t
make airplanes. They don’t. They de-
sign and assemble them. They assemble
them with parts made mostly in Amer-
ica.

Now, here is today’s dirty little se-
cret: domestic content. The Export-Im-
port Bank requires anything it fi-
nances to be made out of 85 percent do-
mestic content. Made in America, 85
percent.

Now, our largest exporter, in good
times, finances about 1 in 5 of its sales
through the Ex-Im. But it is counter-
cyclical. In bad times, it is up to 40 per-
cent, as a consequence of that material
amount that is sold. And, by the way,
70 percent of its sales are inter-
national. They make all their airplanes
with a minimum of 85 percent domestic
content.

People, stop and think. If you do
away with the Ex-Im, you do away
with the 85 percent domestic content
requirement.

Boeing wants to make airplanes in
America with 85 percent domestic con-
tent.

The SPEAKER pro tempore.
time of the gentleman has expired.

Mr. HASTINGS. I yield the gen-
tleman an additional 1 minute.

Mr. HECK of Washington. I know this
because 2 years ago there was a coali-
tion formed to lobby to reduce the do-
mestic content. Boeing left the coali-
tion because they want to make air-
planes in America. If you do away with
Ex-Im, you do away with the domestic
content requirement.

Six to 8,000 of the 15,000 businesses in
Boeing’s supply chain are small busi-
nesses. They are small businesses. You
are holding a gun to the head of Amer-
ica’s number one exporter and forcing
them—forcing them—by virtue of com-
petitive disadvantage to look at and
consider outsourcing.

More pink slips. More people losing
their livelihood. This is no longer an
abstraction. You are taking away peo-
ple’s livelihoods.

Yes, it is unilateral disarmament.
Every other developed country on the
face of the planet has an export credit

The
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authority, every other one, except us
now.

In God’s name, defeat the previous
question.
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Ms. FOXX. I yield myself such time
as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, my colleagues on the
other side of the aisle are talking
about the Ex-Im Bank because they
know when they talk about protecting
organizations that sell babies’ hearts
and lungs, they are losing.

Mr. Speaker, my colleagues in the
minority also claim that women would
no longer have access to healthcare
services. It is important to remember
that this bill merely stops the Obama
administration’s current practice of
using Medicaid to force States into in-
cluding abortionists in their provider
network. Each State can take its spe-
cific needs into consideration when de-
termining what, if any, action to take
under this bill. Claims that 13,000 feder-
ally qualified and rural health centers
aren’t sufficient fail to reflect the fact
that community health centers have
grown significantly since 2010.

According to HRSA data, health cen-
ters have grown so much that, in the
years since 2010, they have acquired 3.4
million more patients, 1.9 million of
whom are women. And as our colleague
from Maryland pointed out, they are
often open more days and more hours
than Planned Parenthood clinics are.
They are providing better and more
comprehensive services to women.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. HASTINGS. Mr. Speaker, I yield
5 minutes to the distinguished gentle-
woman from California (Ms. MAXINE
WATERS), my very good friend who is
the ranking member of the Committee
on Financial Services and a real cham-
pion on both these issues that we are
discussing here today.

Ms. MAXINE WATERS of California.
Mr. Speaker, I rise today in strong op-
position to the previous question so
that this House may finally get on
with the important work of supporting
American jobs by reauthorizing the
charter of the Export-Import Bank.

My friends on the opposite side of the
aisle claim that they support business.
They claim they support small busi-
ness. They claim that this is something
that is not paid enough attention to.
Yet when we have the opportunity to
support the Ex-Im Bank, what do they
do? They turn it into a political ques-
tion because they want to use it to di-
vide.

Let me tell you some facts about the
Ex-Im Bank.

The Ex-Im Bank supported $27.4 bil-
lion of U.S. exports at no cost to Amer-
ican taxpayers; 164,000 American jobs
were supported. Nearly 90 percent of
Ex-Im Bank transactions directly sup-
ported small businesses. There was a
$675 million surplus generated for
American taxpayers in funding year
2014 alone.
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Ex-Im Bank’s mission is American
jobs. By financing the export of Amer-
ican goods and services, Ex-Im Bank
has supported $1.3 million private sec-
tor, American jobs since 2009, sup-
porting, again, 164,000 jobs in funding
year 2014 alone.

So, Mr. Speaker and Members, every
day that this Republican-led House re-
fuses to act is another day that Amer-
ican workers suffer the consequences.

It has been 3 months now since Re-
publicans shut down our Nation’s ex-
port credit agency, a vital financing
tool that enables U.S. companies both
large and small to compete for sales in
the global marketplace, and businesses
and their workers are feeling the pain.

The stories that we have received
from across the Nation make the un-
fortunate consequences of the House
Republicans’ shutdown of the Ex-Im
Bank distressingly clear. In describing
the impact of the Ex-Im shutdown, the
chief financial officer of Chief Indus-
tries, Incorporated, a Nebraska com-
pany that sells grain bins and ele-
vators, said: ‘“We’ve lost business.
That’s the easiest way to put it. We
can’t get that business back.”

In my home State of California, the
president of Combustion Associates, In-
corporated, a power plant manufac-
turer, said that the shutdown of the
Ex-Im Bank has put her small, woman-
and minority-owned company at a
“real disadvantage,” saying that, as a
result of fierce competition from Chi-
nese and European firms: “If we don’t
get Ex-Im back soon, there’s a very
good chance we will lose three pending
contracts to one of our competitors.”

In describing the devastating con-
sequence of losing the support of the
Ex-Im Bank, the owner of U.S. Inter-
national Trading Corporation, based in
Nevada, said that the ideologically
charged debate surrounding the reau-
thorization ‘‘is like being stabbed in
the back by people who should be de-
fending you.”

Steve Wilburn, a long-time Repub-
lican and former marine, who owns a
renewable fuels company in Arizona
that lost a major Philippines green en-
ergy project due to the uncertainty
over Ex-Im’s future, recently re-
marked: ‘I never thought the day
would come when the Republican Party
would somehow view a small business
like mine as crony capitalism.”

While these small businesses and
many like them are unable to success-
fully compete internationally without
the support of the Ex-Im Bank, some of
our Nation’s largest manufacturers are
losing contracts as well, with signifi-
cant negative downstream con-
sequences for the small business sup-
pliers that make up their vast U.S.
supply chains.

Making matters worse, in recent
weeks, large companies, including GE
and Boeing, have announced that the
lack of export credit financing from
the Ex-Im Bank has forced those com-
panies to move some of their manufac-
turing operations abroad, where export
credit financing is readily available.
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Mr. Speaker, we should be ashamed
of this. We should be doing everything
we can to grow jobs in this country and
give U.S. businesses the tools they
need to succeed.

I have said it before and will say it
again, a majority of this House sup-
ports reauthorizing the Export-Import
Bank; and if we don’t give Members the
opportunity to vote up or down on re-
opening the Bank’s doors today, the
self-inflicted shutdown of the Ex-Im
Bank will continue to hurt workers
and our economy. It is time to recog-
nize the realities of the extremely com-
petitive international marketplace
that businesses must compete in.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
time of the gentlewoman has expired.

Mr. HASTINGS. Mr. Speaker, I yield
the gentlewoman an additional 1
minute.

Ms. MAXINE WATERS of California.
I don’t know what they are afraid of.
They like shutting things down.

You are going to shut down some-
thing in this country that is going to
cause us to lose jobs.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers are reminded to direct their re-
marks to the Chair and not to other
Members of the House.

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I repeat, my
colleagues on the other side of the aisle
are talking about the Ex-Im Bank be-
cause they know that when they talk
about protecting organizations that
sell babies’ hearts and lungs, they are
losing.

Mr. Speaker, I yield 2 minutes to the
gentleman from Georgia (Mr. CARTER).

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. I thank the
gentlewoman.

Mr. Speaker, we have Kknown for
some time that Planned Parenthood is
the largest provider of abortions in this
country. What we did not know until
recently was just how vile and dis-
gusting the nature of this organization
truly is.

I rise today in support of H.R. 3495
because I believe States have the right
to refuse funding to an organization
that profits from the sale of aborted
children’s organs. Medicaid and CMS
should not be allowed to force States
to fund these horrific practices against
the States’ wishes.

The advancement of women’s health
should always remain a top priority for
our healthcare community. However,
we can achieve this goal without re-
quiring States to provide access to in-
stitutions like Planned Parenthood.

Taxpayer dollars should not be going
to the killing of unborn babies. Tax-
payer dollars should not go to organi-
zations like Planned Parenthood that
support the practice of abortion and
trafficking of aborted fetal tissue.

Taxpayer funds should go toward in-
vestigating and prosecuting the indi-
viduals that are responsible for traf-
ficking in the selling of fetal tissue.
Taxpayer funds should go toward the
advancement of women’s health.

I encourage my colleagues to support
this bill, but we cannot stop here.
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In addition to cutting off funding,
the perpetrators behind these heinous
crimes should be prosecuted to the full
extent of the law. These disgusting
acts are on par with those committed
by the sickest of criminals behind bars,
and that is exactly where the people
who did this belong.

I urge my colleagues to support pre-
cious, innocent lives of the unborn.

Mr. HASTINGS. Mr. Speaker, the
gentlewoman from North Carolina says
that we are discussing the Export-Im-
port Bank because we are losing, as she
put it, on the subject that is the base
bill here today. We are not losing. This
bill will pass the House of Representa-
tives, and it will go nowhere. Why we
are discussing the Ex-Im Bank is be-
cause we need American businesses to
win.

Mr. Speaker, I am very pleased to
yield 2% minutes to the distinguished
gentleman from Texas (Mr. HINOJOSA),
my classmate, who is a member of the
Committee on Financial Services.

Mr. HINOJOSA. Mr. Speaker, I rise
to strongly oppose this rule and sup-
port the motion to defeat the previous
question.

Instead of bringing a bill to the floor
that will go nowhere, we should, in-
stead, be letting the House work its
will; and we should be voting to reau-
thorize the Export-Import Bank. Reau-
thorizing the Export-Import Bank is an
economic imperative.

While some of my colleagues cele-
brate their misguided, ideologically
driven agenda, hardworking Americans
are losing their jobs, and American
businesses and exporters are being
outgunned by larger export credit
agencies which are more than willing
to provide financing to America’s for-
eign competitors.

The Bank is an unbridled, market-
driven success story which has broad
bipartisan support in both Houses of
this Congress as well as support from
the majority of Americans. The Bank
supports hundreds of thousands of
good-paying jobs in this country.

If we fail to act now, we are shutting
off a lifeline for many of our small
businesses and exporters. In my con-
gressional district alone, the Bank has
supported thousands of small business
and manufacturing jobs. These are
good jobs in a very high-need area in
Texas that would not have been pos-
sible without the Bank. These jobs are
now in danger.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my GOP col-
leagues to let common sense regain a
foothold in this House. We have the
votes. Let Congress work its will and
allow a vote on the reauthorization of
the Export-Import Bank.

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I reserve the
balance of my time.

Mr. HASTINGS. I yield myself such
time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I want to go back to
how I began my remarks today, and
that is to say that the measure before
us has not gone through regular order
in the House of Representatives. There
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were no hearings, no markup. It just
showed up in the rules for us. And
somehow or another, that seems to be
a pattern that is developing around
here, where we are not legislating, we
are rulemaking. In the final analysis,
many Members and their constituents
are being shut out.

Mr. Speaker, the decision to have an
abortion is obviously a very, very dif-
ficult decision for a woman, and it is
one that must be made, in my judg-
ment—and my colleague from Colorado
(Mr. PoLIS) always says that it is not
the Oversight Committee’s—which is
hearing right now, as we speak, from
Planned Parenthood providers—or the
Energy and Commerce Committee’s de-
cision for a woman’s right to choose.
The freedom of choice measure, since
1960, has been a part of Medicaid in this
country, and now we would tear that
fabric and divide this country with an
issue that the only committee that
should be in charge is the committee
formed by a woman, her doctor, and
God.
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There is no place for the ideological
whims of politicians in that determina-
tion. I said last night I know where
this is headed. I have seen it now for 22
years. What the ultimate objective is is
not this legislation today or the legis-
lation that we considered 2 weeks ago
or legislation like this that they have
considered. For 22 years that I have
been here, it has been headed toward
trying to reverse Roe v. Wade.

Like it or not, the Supreme Court’s
ruling in Roe v. Wade conferred upon
women the right to do with their own
bodies what they determine best until
the point of viability. It is
unfathomable to me and countless oth-
ers around this country and the world
that we continue to entertain attacks
on poor women’s health to satisfy the
extreme political agenda of a few in
Congress.

Mr. Speaker, my colleagues on the
other side of the aisle often articulate
their support for measures such as the
one we are considering today by insist-
ing that it is our duty to protect the
most vulnerable in society. To those
individuals I ask: How does eliminating
critical health services to our coun-
try’s most poor and preventing those
same individuals from being able to see
the doctors of their choice that they
know and trust help them to accom-
plish this worthwhile goal?

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
vote ‘“‘no”’ and defeat the previous ques-
tion and against this rule and the un-
derlying bill. I want to ask us to get
back to regular order and let us get
into legislating.

No, my colleague from North Caro-
lina, we are not losing. We asked on
the Export-Import measure to allow for
American businesses to win. Everybody
here knows that this legislation, once
it passes the House of Representatives,
is going to get lost in that nowhere for-
est. I said last night, and I listened to
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my granddaughter saying, ‘‘Let It Go.”
The words are different to this par-
ticular situation today, but the title of
the song should be heard as a mantra
by the Republican Party on the subject
of the rights of women and their
choice. They should just let it go.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self the balance of my time.

My colleagues continue to hold up
regular order as an excuse for their un-
willingness to stop the flow of taxpayer
dollars to organizations that dis-
member children. Thankfully, there
are committee hearings being held on
this issue even now that will continue
to expose the wrongs of the abortion
industry. Here today, though, we take
the simple step of stopping funding to
organizations that sell children’s body
parts.

My colleague’s newfound affection
for regular order is a poor objection to
the passage of this legislation to pro-
tect women and children from being
parties to trafficking in human tissue.
It is not extreme to want to protect
the most vulnerable, the unborn, from
having their body parts being sold and
the use of taxpayer dollars to aid such
enterprises.

Mr. Speaker, we have heard today
about outrageous activities that are
ongoing in the abortion industry as it
takes apart tiny babies with beating
hearts and cute little fingers and toes.
It is truly saddening that the reaction
in this Chamber isn’t unanimous agree-
ment that the clinics where this has
occurred be closed and those respon-
sible be sanctioned for their reprehen-
sible actions. We haven’t even been
able to come to agreement with those
on the other side that Federal grants
to these organizations from the De-
partment of Health and Human Serv-
ices stop immediately.

Now we try again to find common
ground. Today, the legislation before
us would take the small but vital step
of allowing those States that choose,
and only those States, to stop funding
abortion providers through Medicaid.
This legislation wouldn’t tell New
York or Massachusetts or California
that they can’t give their taxpayer dol-
lars to an organization that sells body
parts. It would, however, enable Lou-
isiana, Alabama, Arkansas, or Indiana
to do so.

The principle of federalism, that
Americans are free to come together
with others in their community and es-
tablish the principles by which they
will govern themselves, is a bedrock
for our Nation. Even if opponents of
this legislation have become callous to
the unheard cries of unborn children
dismembered for compensation, they
should rally to the cause of federalism
in order to allow their own commu-
nities to exercise the freedom it pro-
tects.

What a sad day it is when we can no
longer even unite around our founding
principles, one of which was that life is
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the first unalienable right. When we ig-
nore the need to protect that right for
the smallest of our brothers and sis-
ters, we should not be surprised by the
erosion of our other rights, including
the right to self-governance prohibited
by federalism.

The exposure of the ongoing tragedy
of crushed young lives must spur us to
unite to stop this imposition of Federal
power on States and their citizens and
restore to them the choice of pro-
tecting children from being sold as
organ donors before even taking their
first breath. This is what H.R. 3495, the
Women’s Public Health and Safety Act,
would accomplish, and I commend it
and this rule providing for its consider-
ation to my colleagues for their sup-
port.

The material previously referred to
by Mr. HASTINGS is as follows:

AN AMENDMENT TO H. RES. 444 OFFERED BY

MR. HASTINGS OF FLORIDA

At the end of the resolution, add the fol-
lowing new sections:

SEC 3. Immediately upon adoption of this
resolution the Speaker shall, pursuant to
clause 2(b) of rule XVIII, declare the House
resolved into the Committee of the Whole
House on the state of the Union for consider-
ation of the bill (H.R. 3611) to reauthorize
and reform the Export-Import Bank of the
United States, and for other purposes. The
first reading of the bill shall be dispensed
with. All points of order against consider-
ation of the bill are waived. General debate
shall be confined to the bill and shall not ex-
ceed one hour equally divided and controlled
by the chair and ranking minority member
of the Committee on Financial Services.
After general debate the bill shall be consid-
ered for amendment under the five-minute
rule. All points of order against provisions in
the bill are waived. At the conclusion of con-
sideration of the bill for amendment the
Committee shall rise and report the bill to
the House with such amendments as may
have been adopted. The previous question
shall be considered as ordered on the bill and
amendments thereto to final passage with-
out intervening motion except one motion to
recommit with or without instructions. If
the Committee of the Whole rises and re-
ports that it has come to no resolution on
the bill, then on the next legislative day the
House shall, immediately after the third
daily order of business under clause 1 of rule
XIV, resolve into the Committee of the
Whole for further consideration of the bill.

SEC. 4. Clause 1(c) of rule XIX shall not
apply to the consideration of H.R. 3611.

THE VOTE ON THE PREVIOUS QUESTION: WHAT
IT REALLY MEANS

This vote, the vote on whether to order the
previous question on a special rule, is not
merely a procedural vote. A vote against or-
dering the previous question is a vote
against the Republican majority agenda and
a vote to allow the Democratic minority to
offer an alternative plan. It is a vote about
what the House should be debating.

Mr. Clarence Cannon’s Precedents of the
House of Representatives (VI, 308-311), de-
scribes the vote on the previous question on
the rule as ‘“‘a motion to direct or control the
consideration of the subject before the House
being made by the Member in charge.”” To
defeat the previous question is to give the
opposition a chance to decide the subject be-
fore the House. Cannon cites the Speaker’s
ruling of January 13, 1920, to the effect that
“‘the refusal of the House to sustain the de-
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mand for the previous question passes the
control of the resolution to the opposition”
in order to offer an amendment. On March
15, 1909, a member of the majority party of-
fered a rule resolution. The House defeated
the previous question and a member of the
opposition rose to a parliamentary inquiry,
asking who was entitled to recognition.
Speaker Joseph G. Cannon (R-Illinois) said:
“The previous question having been refused,
the gentleman from New York, Mr. Fitz-
gerald, who had asked the gentleman to
yield to him for an amendment, is entitled to
the first recognition.”

The Republican majority may say ‘‘the
vote on the previous question is simply a
vote on whether to proceed to an immediate
vote on adopting the resolution . . . [and]
has no substantive legislative or policy im-
plications whatsoever.” But that is not what
they have always said. Listen to the Repub-
lican Leadership Manual on the Legislative
Process in the United States House of Rep-
resentatives, (6th edition, page 135). Here’s
how the Republicans describe the previous
question vote in their own manual: ‘“‘Al-
though it is generally not possible to amend
the rule because the majority Member con-
trolling the time will not yield for the pur-
pose of offering an amendment, the same re-
sult may be achieved by voting down the pre-
vious question on the rule. ... When the
motion for the previous question is defeated,
control of the time passes to the Member
who led the opposition to ordering the pre-
vious question. That Member, because he
then controls the time, may offer an amend-
ment to the rule, or yield for the purpose of
amendment.”

In Deschler’s Procedure in the U.S. House
of Representatives, the subchapter titled
“Amending Special Rules’ states: ‘‘a refusal
to order the previous question on such a rule
[a special rule reported from the Committee
on Rules] opens the resolution to amend-
ment and further debate.” (Chapter 21, sec-
tion 21.2) Section 21.3 continues: ‘“‘Upon re-
jection of the motion for the previous ques-
tion on a resolution reported from the Com-
mittee on Rules, control shifts to the Mem-
ber leading the opposition to the previous
question, who may offer a proper amendment
or motion and who controls the time for de-
bate thereon.”

Clearly, the vote on the previous question
on a rule does have substantive policy impli-
cations. It is one of the only available tools
for those who oppose the Republican major-
ity’s agenda and allows those with alter-
native views the opportunity to offer an al-
ternative plan.

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I yield back
the balance of my time, and I move the
previous question on the resolution.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on ordering the previous
question.

The question was taken; and the
Speaker pro tempore announced that
the ayes appeared to have it.

Mr. HASTINGS. Mr. Speaker, on that
I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 9 of rule XX, the Chair
will reduce to 5 minutes the minimum
time for any electronic vote on the
question of adoption of the resolution.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 243, nays
182, not voting 9, as follows:
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Abraham
Aderholt
Allen
Amash
Amodei
Babin
Barletta
Barr

Barton
Benishek
Bilirakis
Bishop (MI)
Bishop (UT)
Black
Blackburn
Blum

Bost
Boustany
Brady (TX)
Brat
Bridenstine
Brooks (AL)
Brooks (IN)
Buchanan
Buck
Bucshon
Burgess
Byrne
Calvert
Carter (GA)
Carter (TX)
Chabot
Chaffetz
Clawson (FL)
Coffman
Cole

Collins (GA)
Collins (NY)
Comstock
Conaway
Cook
Costello (PA)
Cramer
Crawford
Crenshaw
Culberson
Curbelo (FL)
Davis, Rodney
Denham
Dent
DeSantis
DesdJarlais
Diaz-Balart
Dold
Donovan
Duffy
Duncan (SC)
Duncan (TN)
Ellmers (NC)
Emmer (MN)
Farenthold
Fincher
Fitzpatrick
Fleischmann
Fleming
Flores
Forbes
Fortenberry
Foxx
Franks (AZ)
Frelinghuysen
Garrett
Gibbs
Gibson
Gohmert
Goodlatte
Gosar
Gowdy
Granger
Graves (GA)
Graves (LA)
Graves (MO)

Adams
Aguilar
Ashford
Bass

Beatty
Becerra
Bera

Beyer
Bishop (GA)
Blumenauer
Bonamici

[Roll No. 521]

YEAS—243

Griffith
Grothman
Guinta
Guthrie
Hanna
Hardy
Harper
Harris
Hartzler
Heck (NV)
Hensarling
Herrera Beutler
Hice, Jody B.
Hill
Holding
Huelskamp
Huizenga (MI)
Hultgren
Hunter
Hurd (TX)
Hurt (VA)
Issa
Jenkins (KS)
Jenkins (WV)
Johnson (OH)
Johnson, Sam
Jolly
Jones
Jordan
Joyce
Katko
Kelly (MS)
Kelly (PA)
King (IA)
King (NY)
Kinzinger (IL)
Kline
Knight
Labrador
LaHood
LaMalfa
Lamborn
Lance
Latta
LoBiondo
Long
Loudermilk
Love
Lucas
Luetkemeyer
Lummis
MacArthur
Marchant
Marino
Massie
McCarthy
McCaul
MecClintock
McHenry
McKinley
McMorris
Rodgers
McSally
Meadows
Meehan
Messer
Mica
Miller (FL)
Miller (MI)
Moolenaar
Mooney (WV)
Mullin
Mulvaney
Murphy (PA)
Neugebauer
Newhouse
Noem
Nugent
Nunes
Olson
Palazzo
Palmer

NAYS—182

Boyle, Brendan
F.
Brady (PA)
Brown (FL)
Brownley (CA)
Bustos
Butterfield
Capps
Capuano
Cardenas
Carney
Carson (IN)
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Paulsen
Pearce
Perry
Pittenger
Pitts

Poe (TX)
Poliquin
Pompeo
Posey
Price, Tom
Ratcliffe
Reed
Renacci
Ribble

Rice (SC)
Rigell

Roby

Roe (TN)
Rogers (AL)
Rogers (KY)
Rohrabacher
Rokita
Rooney (FL)
Ros-Lehtinen
Roskam
Ross
Rothfus
Rouzer
Royce
Russell
Ryan (WI)
Salmon
Sanford
Scalise
Schweikert
Scott, Austin
Sensenbrenner
Sessions
Shimkus
Shuster
Simpson
Smith (MO)
Smith (NE)
Smith (NJ)
Smith (TX)
Stefanik
Stewart
Stivers
Stutzman
Thompson (PA)
Thornberry
Tiberi
Tipton
Trott
Turner
Upton
Valadao
Wagner
Walberg
Walden
Walker
Walorski
Walters, Mimi
Weber (TX)
Webster (FL)
Wenstrup
Westerman
Whitfield
Williams
Wilson (SC)
Wittman
Womack
Woodall
Yoder

Yoho

Young (AK)
Young (IA)
Young (IN)
Zeldin
Zinke

Cartwright
Castor (FL)
Castro (TX)
Chu, Judy
Cicilline
Clark (MA)
Clarke (NY)
Clay
Cleaver
Clyburn
Cohen
Connolly

Conyers
Cooper
Costa
Courtney
Crowley
Cuellar
Cummings
Davis (CA)
Dayvis, Danny
DeFazio
DeGette
Delaney
DeLauro
DelBene
DeSaulnier
Deutch
Dingell
Doggett
Doyle, Michael
F

Duckworth
Edwards
Engel
Eshoo

Esty

Farr
Fattah
Foster
Frankel (FL)
Fudge
Gabbard
Gallego
Garamendi
Graham
Grayson
Green, Al
Green, Gene
Grijalva
Gutiérrez
Hahn
Hastings
Heck (WA)
Higgins
Himes
Hinojosa
Honda
Hoyer
Huffman
Israel
Jackson Lee
Jeffries
Johnson (GA)

Ellison
Hudson
Kelly (IL)

Mr.

Johnson, E. B.
Kaptur
Keating
Kennedy
Kildee
Kilmer
Kind
Kirkpatrick
Kuster
Langevin
Larsen (WA)
Lawrence
Lee
Levin
Lewis
Lieu, Ted
Lipinski
Loebsack
Lofgren
Lowenthal
Lowey
Lujan Grisham
(NM)
Lujan, Ben Ray
(NM)
Lynch
Maloney,
Carolyn
Maloney, Sean
Matsui
McCollum
McGovern
McNerney
Meeks
Meng
Moore
Moulton
Murphy (FL)
Nadler
Napolitano
Neal
Nolan
Norcross
O’Rourke
Pallone
Pascrell
Pelosi
Perlmutter
Peters
Peterson
Pingree
Pocan

NOT VOTING—9

Larson (CT)
McDermott
Payne
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LOWENTHAL, Ms.

Polis

Price (NC)

Quigley

Rangel

Rice (NY)

Richmond

Roybal-Allard

Ruiz

Ruppersberger

Rush

Ryan (OH)

Sanchez, Linda
T.

Sarbanes

Schakowsky

Schiff

Schrader

Scott (VA)

Scott, David

Serrano

Sewell (AL)

Sherman

Sinema

Sires

Slaughter

Smith (WA)

Speier

Swalwell (CA)

Takai

Takano

Thompson (CA)

Thompson (MS)

Titus

Tonko

Torres

Tsongas

Van Hollen

Vargas

Veasey

Vela

Velazquez

Visclosky

Walz

Wasserman
Schultz

Waters, Maxine

Watson Coleman

Welch

Wilson (FL)

Yarmuth

Reichert
Sanchez, Loretta
Westmoreland

MAXINE

WATERS of California, Ms. BASS, and

Mr.

from ‘‘yea’ to ‘‘nay.”
Mr. FINCHER changed his vote from
“nay” to ‘‘yea.”
So the previous question was ordered.
The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

The SPEAKER pro tempore.

NORCROSS changed their votes

The

question is on the resolution.

The question was taken; and the
Speaker pro tempore announced that
the ayes appeared to have it.

RECORDED VOTE

Mr. HASTINGS. Mr. Speaker, I de-
mand a recorded vote.

A recorded vote was ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. This is a
5-minute vote.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—ayes 242, noes 183,
not voting 9, as follows:

Abraham
Aderholt
Allen
Amodei
Babin
Barletta
Barr

[Roll No. 522]

AYES—242

Barton
Benishek
Bilirakis
Bishop (MI)
Bishop (UT)
Black
Blackburn

Blum

Bost
Boustany
Brady (TX)
Brat
Bridenstine
Brooks (AL)

Brooks (IN)
Buchanan
Buck
Bucshon
Burgess
Byrne
Calvert
Carter (GA)
Carter (TX)
Chabot
Chaffetz
Clawson (FL)
Coffman
Cole

Collins (GA)
Collins (NY)
Comstock
Conaway
Cook
Costello (PA)
Cramer
Crawford
Crenshaw
Culberson
Curbelo (FL)
Davis, Rodney
Denham
Dent
DeSantis
DesJarlais
Diaz-Balart
Dold
Donovan
Duffy
Duncan (SC)
Duncan (TN)
Ellmers (NC)
Emmer (MN)
Farenthold
Fincher
Fitzpatrick
Fleischmann
Fleming
Flores
Forbes
Fortenberry
Foxx
Franks (AZ)
Garrett
Gibbs
Gibson
Gohmert
Goodlatte
Gosar
Gowdy
Granger
Graves (GA)
Graves (LA)
Graves (MO)
Griffith
Grothman
Guinta
Guthrie
Hanna
Hardy
Harper
Harris
Hartzler
Heck (NV)
Hensarling
Herrera Beutler
Hice, Jody B.
Hill

Holding

Adams
Aguilar
Amash
Ashford
Bass
Beatty
Becerra
Bera
Beyer
Bishop (GA)
Blumenauer
Bonamici
Boyle, Brendan
F.
Brady (PA)
Brown (FL)
Brownley (CA)
Bustos
Butterfield
Capps
Capuano
Cardenas
Carney

Huelskamp
Huizenga (MI)
Hultgren
Hunter
Hurd (TX)
Hurt (VA)
Issa
Jenkins (KS)
Jenkins (WV)
Johnson (OH)
Johnson, Sam
Jolly
Jones
Jordan
Joyce
Katko
Kelly (MS)
Kelly (PA)
King (IA)
King (NY)
Kinzinger (IL)
Kline
Knight
Labrador
LaHood
LaMalfa
Lamborn
Lance
Latta
Lipinski
LoBiondo
Long
Loudermilk
Love
Lucas
Luetkemeyer
Lummis
MacArthur
Marchant
Marino
McCarthy
McCaul
MecClintock
McHenry
McKinley
McMorris
Rodgers
McSally
Meadows
Meehan
Messer
Mica
Miller (FL)
Miller (MI)
Moolenaar
Mooney (WV)
Mullin
Mulvaney
Murphy (PA)
Neugebauer
Newhouse
Noem
Nugent
Nunes
Olson
Palazzo
Palmer
Paulsen
Pearce
Perry
Peterson
Pittenger
Pitts
Poe (TX)

NOES—183

Carson (IN)
Cartwright
Castor (FL)
Castro (TX)
Chu, Judy
Cicilline
Clark (MA)
Clarke (NY)
Clay
Cleaver
Clyburn
Cohen
Connolly
Conyers
Cooper
Costa
Courtney
Crowley
Cuellar
Cummings
Davis (CA)
Dayvis, Danny
DeFazio
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Poliquin
Pompeo
Posey

Price, Tom
Ratcliffe
Reed
Renacci
Ribble

Rice (SC)
Rigell

Roby

Roe (TN)
Rogers (AL)
Rogers (KY)
Rohrabacher
Rokita
Rooney (FL)
Ros-Lehtinen
Roskam
Ross
Rothfus
Rouzer
Royce
Russell
Ryan (WI)
Salmon
Sanford
Scalise
Schweikert
Scott, Austin
Sensenbrenner
Sessions
Shimkus
Shuster
Simpson
Smith (MO)
Smith (NE)
Smith (NJ)
Stefanik
Stewart
Stivers
Stutzman
Thompson (PA)
Thornberry
Tiberi
Tipton
Trott
Turner
Upton
Valadao
Wagner
Walberg
Walden
Walker
Walorski
Walters, Mimi
Weber (TX)
Webster (FL)
Wenstrup
Westerman
Westmoreland
Whitfield
Williams
Wilson (SC)
Wittman
Womack
Woodall
Yoder

Yoho

Young (AK)
Young (IA)
Young (IN)
Zeldin
Zinke

DeGette
Delaney
DeLauro
DelBene
DeSaulnier
Deutch
Dingell
Doggett
Doyle, Michael
F.
Duckworth
Edwards
Ellison
Engel
Eshoo
Esty
Farr
Fattah
Foster
Frankel (FL)
Fudge
Gabbard
Gallego
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Garamendi Lujan Grisham Ryan (OH)
Graham (NM) Sanchez, Linda
Grayson Lujan, Ben Ray T.
Green, Al (NM) Sarbanes
Green, Geene Lynch Schakowsky
Grijalva Maloney, Schiff
Gutiérrez Carolyn Schrader
Hahn Maloney, Sean  Scott (VA)
Hastings Massie Scott, David
Heck (WA) Matsui Serrano
Higgins MeCollum Sewell (AL)
Himes McGovern Sherman
Hinojosa McNerney Sinema
Honda Meeks Sires
Hoyer Meng Slaughter
Huffman Moore Smith (WA)
Israel Moulton Speier
Murphy (FL)

Jackson Lee Swalwell (CA)

X Nadler :
Jeffries Napolitano Takai
Johnson (GA) Neal Takano
Johnson, E. B. Nolan Thompson (CA)
Kaptur Noreross Thompson (MS)
Keating O'Rourke Titus
Kennedy Pallone Tonko
K?ldee Pascrell Torres
K}lmer Pelosi Tsongas
K?nd A Perlmutter Van Hollen
Kirkpatrick Peters Vargas
Kuster Pingree Veasey
Langevin Pocan Vela
Larsen (WA) Polis Velazquez
Lawrence Price (NC) Visclosky
Lee Quigley Walz
Levin Rangel Wasserman
Lewis Rice (NY) Schultz
Lieu, Ted Richmond Waters, Maxine
Loebsack Roybal-Allard Watson Coleman
Lofgren Ruiz Welch
Lowenthal Ruppersberger Wilson (FL)
Lowey Rush Yarmuth

NOT VOTING—9
Frelinghuysen Larson (CT) Reichert
Hudson McDermott Sanchez, Loretta
Kelly (IL) Payne Smith (TX)
0O 1357

So the resolution was agreed to.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

Mr. MCDERMOTT. Mr. Speaker, on Tues-
day, September 29th | missed two votes on
Ordering the Previous Question and House
Resolution 444. Had | been present, | would
have voted “no.”

——
0 1400

WOMEN’S PUBLIC HEALTH AND
SAFETY ACT

Mr. PITTS. Madam Speaker, pursu-
ant to House Resolution 444, I call up
the bill (H.R. 3495) to amend title XIX
of the Social Security Act to allow for
greater State flexibility with respect
to excluding providers who are in-
volved in abortions, and ask for its im-
mediate consideration in the House.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mrs.
WAGNER). Pursuant to House Resolu-
tion 444, the amendment printed in
House Report 114-269, is adopted, and
the bill, as amended, is considered
read.

The text of the bill, as amended, is as
follows:

H.R. 3495

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“Women’s

Public Health and Safety Act’.
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SEC. 2. INCREASING STATE FLEXIBILITY IN DE-
TERMINING  PARTICIPATION OF
PROVIDERS WHO PERFORM, OR PAR-
TICIPATE IN THE PERFORMANCE OF,
ABORTIONS.

Section 1902 of the Social Security Act (42
U.S.C. 1396a.) is amended—

(1) in subsection (a)(23), by striking ‘‘sub-
section (g)” and inserting ‘‘subsection (g),
subsection (11),”’; and

(2) by adding at the end the following new
subsection:

“(11) RULES WITH RESPECT TO DETERMINA-
TION OF PARTICIPATION OF PROVIDERS WHO
PERFORM, OR PARTICIPATE IN THE PERFORM-
ANCE OF, ABORTIONS.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Beginning October 1,
2015, subject to paragraph (2), for purposes of
this title, a State, at its option, may estab-
lish criteria with respect to the participation
under the State plan (or under a waiver of
the plan) of an institution, agency, entity, or
person who performs, or participates in the
performance of, abortions.

‘(2) EXCEPTION.—Paragraph (1) shall not
apply to an abortion—

‘‘(A) if the pregnancy is the result of an act
of rape or incest; or

‘(B) in the case where a woman suffers
from a physical disorder, physical injury, or
physical illness that would, as certified by a
physician, place the woman in danger of
death unless an abortion is performed, in-
cluding a life-endangering physical condition
caused by or arising from the pregnancy
itself.

‘“(3) DEFINITIONS.—For purposes of this sub-
section, the terms ‘institution’, ‘agency’, or
‘entity’ mean the entire legal institution,
agency, or entity, or any part thereof, in-
cluding any institution, agency, or entity
that controls, is controlled by, or is under
conunon control with such institution, agen-
cy, or entity.”.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. PITTS)
and the gentlewoman from Colorado
(Ms. DEGETTE) each will control 30
minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Pennsylvania.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. PITTS. Madam Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days to revise
and extend their remarks and to in-
clude extraneous material on H.R. 3495.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania?

There was no objection.

Mr. PITTS. Madam Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Madam Speaker, I rise in strong sup-
port of H.R. 3495, the Women’s Public
Health and Safety Act. This bill, at its
core, is about choice as well as pro-
tecting the lives of millions of unborn
babies across America.

H.R. 3495 would empower States with
flexibility to include or not include in
their Medicaid program providers who
perform or assist in the performance of
elective abortions.

The Hyde amendment already makes
sure that Federal Medicaid dollars do
not pay for elective abortions. This bill
would amend current law so that
States would have the flexibility and
discretion to work with qualified pro-
viders of their choice.

This bill also means States would be
able to remove the largest abortion
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chain from being the recipient of mil-
lions of dollars of State and Federal
funds, which are allocated within their
States.

Planned Parenthood has received
about $1.2 billion through Medicaid
over a 3-year period, and States who
wish to eliminate Planned Parenthood
from this funding stream are being
blocked from doing so.

All Medicaid providers ought to be
held responsible for their actions. How-
ever, the current administration is in-
terpreting current law to protect the
interests of political elites over the
health care of those truly in need.
States should be able to work with pro-
viders who prioritize and respect life
and exclude organizations whose busi-
ness model is built around the destruc-
tion of life.

Planned Parenthood is the Nation’s
largest abortion chain, doing over
327,663 abortions in the last reported
year. That comes out to an average of
898 abortions per day every day, 37
abortions every hour, 3 abortions every
5 minutes, more than 1 abortion every
2 minutes.

I urge my colleagues to support this
bill.

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Ms. DEGETTE. Madam Speaker, 1
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Madam Speaker, the new fiscal year
starts in less than 36 hours, and Con-
gress has still not passed the annual
appropriations bills. If we don’t do it,
the government will shut down. During
the last shutdown, we lost $24 billion
and 120,000 private sector jobs. I am
sure we could expect just the same
now.

The debt ceiling will need to be
raised within the next couple months,
Madam Speaker, and many Repub-
licans are already threatening to refuse
to perform even that basic task. This
would throw the international econ-
omy into chaos. It would cause the loss
of tens of thousands more jobs in the
United States.

Of course, the Ex-Im Bank expired in
June, and our business communities
are clamoring for reauthorization.
Why? Well, last year the Ex-Im Bank
financed deals that supported 164,000
American jobs.

I would suggest, Madam Speaker,
that the U.S. House should spend this
week figuring out how to avoid a polit-
ical and financial catastrophe rather
than once again passing a blatantly po-
litical bill stripping women of their
basic healthcare rights. This latest at-
tack targets both the women who need
to see a doctor or healthcare provider
as well as the providers themselves.

I wonder if the people on the other
side of the aisle actually read this bill
on the floor today because it is so
broadly written that it would target
any medical provider—doctor, hospital,
clinic, you name it—that has even the
most tenuous connection to the provi-
sion of a full range of women’s
healthcare services.
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The majority claims that this bill
targets Planned Parenthood, a
healthcare provider that 2.7 million
Americans rely on every year. First of
all, over 90 percent of the services pro-
vided by that agency are routine
wellness exams, like breast exams, cer-
vical cancer screening, and birth con-
trol and family planning services.

As we all know, because we discussed
it ad nauseam last week, Planned Par-
enthood has received no Federal fund-
ing for abortions. In fact, no agency re-
ceives Federal funding for abortions
with a very few exceptions.

This bill would, therefore, not stop
any government funding of abortions.
It would instead allow Federal and
State funding to be cut off for any enti-
ty, not just Planned Parenthood, which
performs abortions with private dol-
lars.

That means that poor women would
be blocked from the full range of
healthcare services that they need not
just at Planned Parenthood, but at
their local hospital or their local clinic
or the offices of another women’s
health group.

Let’s call this bill what it is. It is an
attempt to eliminate healthcare serv-
ices for women across the board, using
the Planned Parenthood witch hunt as
an excuse. Let’s be very clear. The in-
vestigation of the last few months has
demonstrated that the videotapes the
majority so heavily relies on are heav-
ily edited, manipulated, and at times
downright misleading.

We are the U.S. Congress, Madam
Speaker, and we are better than that.
The American public will not stand for
this diversion, and neither should we.
Let’s defeat this ill-conceived bill.
Let’s direct all of our collective atten-
tion to bipartisan solutions resolving
the looming fiscal disaster that we are
all facing.

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. PITTS. Madam Speaker, in re-
sponse briefly, money is fungible. Ev-
erybody knows it. In one pocket, out
the other, same pair of pants. $1.2 bil-
lion over the last 3 years in Medicaid.
The videos, nobody is putting words in
their mouth. It is their words, their
pictures.

I yield 3 minutes to the gentlewoman
from Tennessee (Mrs. BLACKBURN), vice
chair of the Committee on Energy and
Commerce and a distinguished leader
on this issue.

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Madam Speaker,
I thank the gentleman from Pennsyl-
vania for his diligence and his consist-
ency through the years as we have
worked on this issue at the Committee
on Energy and Commerce. I do rise in
strong support today of the Women’s
Public Health and Safety Act.

There will be a lot said about this
bill during the course of the day, but
let’s be certain in what the bill actu-
ally says. You have got two pages, and
what this does is grant to the States
flexibility.

Madam Speaker, what they have
asked us for is flexibility. Why are they
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asking us for this flexibility? Because
we have four States currently in litiga-
tion over wanting to be able to deter-
mine who is and is not a Medicaid pro-
vider in their State.

So there is a premise and a basis and
a reason for bringing this forward and
allowing the States to have the final
say in who participates in that Med-
icaid delivery—that is what you call
good government—and sending the
power and the money back to the State
and local level.

This bill is necessary because the
Obama administration has blocked at-
tempts of States to remove certain pro-
viders from the program. Now, we have
four States, as I said, that have had to
go into court because they have tried
to remove providers and CMS has
blocked that action. So, therefore, they
are not able to move these providers
out of the program.

The States know best the needs of
their residents, and they know best
which providers are providing afford-
able access to quality medical care and
which ones are trying to skirt the law.
There are no mandates in this bill. The
final decision is up to the States.

The left, in their endless efforts to
protect Planned Parenthood and to
prevent them from being held account-
able, have once again resorted to scare
tactics.

I also want to touch on the issue of
the community health centers, 9,000
here in our country. They meet the
needs of over 24 million Americans.
You take a district like mine in Ten-
nessee, there are zero Planned Parent-
hood affiliates in my district—zero.
There are 16 community health cen-
ters.

Contrast that with the Ninth Con-

gressional District of Illinois, Ms.
SCHAKOWSKY’s district. She has 1
Planned Parenthood affiliate, and

there are 44 community health centers.
Ms. DEGETTE has 3 Planned Parent-
hood sites and 46 of the community
health centers.

So what we are doing is encouraging
the States to take the responsibility
and make the determination of where
this ought to be.

Madam Speaker, it is amazing to me.
People always say: Let’s make certain
that we are being good stewards of the
money. Planned Parenthood is now
outsourcing their women’s health
issues. They have cut them in half over
the past 7 years. It is important for us
to redirect the funds and give the
States the opportunity to determine
who provides the service and the ac-
cess.

Ms. DEGETTE. Madam Speaker, I
yield 1% minutes to the gentleman
from New Jersey (Mr. PALLONE), the
ranking member of the Committee on
Energy and Commerce.

Mr. PALLONE. Madam Speaker, I
rise in strong opposition to H.R. 3495,
yet another radical GOP assault on
women’s health care. Unfortunately,
my Republican colleagues are at it
again, attempting to use any excuse to
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pursue their extreme agenda. They are
attacking Planned Parenthood in order
to limit women’s constitutionally pro-
tected right to choose what is best for
them and their families.

The legislation is particularly offen-
sive and egregious. Let me tell you
what this legislation is. In the words of
more than 120,000 family physicians na-
tionwide, it represents an unprece-
dented level of legislative interference
in the patient-physician relationship.
It is not only ill-advised, it is dan-
gerous.

This legislation would, in the words
of the National Women’s Law Center or
the National Health Law Program,
“wreak havoc on our Nation’s safety
net programs and millions’ access to
health care across the country.’”’ It rep-
resents a direct attack by Members of
Congress on women’s ability to control
their own reproductive health.

This legislation undermines patient
choice of providers and provides States
unchecked authority to terminate pro-
viders from Medicaid without cause.
This is a direct attack on the freedom
of low-income women to choose their
own trusted and qualified medical pro-
vider.

I stand, Madam Speaker, with
Planned Parenthood. I stand with all
the physicians and health professionals
out there who provide lifesaving, pre-
ventative health services to millions of
women and men every day. I stand
with the hundreds of millions of Ameri-
cans to say that I will not stand by si-
lent and allow those who are com-
mitted to ending abortion access in
this country use fraud and deception to
cut millions of people off from their
health care.

We cannot allow Republicans to win
their war on women. I urge my col-
leagues to oppose the extreme Repub-
lican agenda and vote ‘“‘no’” on H.R.
3495.

I include in the RECORD two letters
on this legislation, one from the Amer-
ican Academy of Family Physicians,
and an analysis of this legislation by
the National Health Law Program and
the National Women’s Law Center.

SEPTEMBER 28, 2015.
Hon. JOHN BOEHNER,
Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.
Hon. NANCY PELOSI,
Minority Leader, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR SPEAKER BOEHNER & MINORITY LEAD-
ER PELOSI: I am writing on behalf of the
120,900 members of the American Academy of
Family Physicians to express our strong op-
position to the “Women’s Public Health and
Safety Act’” (H.R. 3495), which will be consid-
ered by the House of Representatives this
week. This legislation would, if enacted, ex-
pand the ability of states to selectively pro-
hibit identified physicians and health care
facilities from participating in the Medicaid
program. Furthermore, this legislation rep-
resents an unprecedented level of legislative
interference in the patient-physician rela-
tionship.

We are deeply concerned with the overall
intent of this legislation and, more specifi-
cally, its attempts to interfere with the pa-
tient-physician relationship. Our most point-
ed criticism is directed at the phrase ‘‘or by



H6326

any individual or entity based on the indi-
vidual’s or entity’s involvement in abor-
tions.” This language is not only ill-advised,
it is dangerous. Health care decisions should
be made by a patient in consultation with
her physician(s). Patients deserve an envi-
ronment that encourages open communica-
tion with their physicians on health care op-
tions appropriate for their health status.
This legislation would potentially discour-
age and prohibit physicians from discussing
a safe and legal health care service with
their patients. As previously stated, this rep-
resents an unprecedented level of legislative
interference in the patient-physician rela-
tionship.

Again, we urge the House to reject this leg-
islation. The proposal represents an inappro-
priate and misguided intrusion into the pa-
tient-physician relationship and actually
seeks to criminalize a physician for dis-
cussing a legal, safe, and appropriate health
care service with their patients. This is a
dangerous bill and it should not pass.

Sincerely,
REID BLACKWELDER, MD, FAAFP,
Board Chair.
SEPTEMBER 17, 2015.

DEAR REPRESENTATIVE: The National
Health Law Program and the National Wom-
en’s Law Center strongly oppose H.R. 3134, a
bill that would wreak havoc on our nation’s
safety net programs and millions’ access to
health care across the country. It is no over-
statement to say that, if H.R. 3134 were to
become law, our country would face a signifi-
cant public health crisis. Excluding a highly
trusted and qualified provider from a net-
work that provides critical preventative
health care would do nothing more than
harm those who are in need of this health
care the most.

H.R. 3134 would mean that millions of low-
income individuals in the Medicaid program
could lose their ability to access the provider
they trust and choose for high quality health
care. This conflicts with, and threatens to
jeopardize, a longstanding protection for
Medicaid enrollees, the ‘‘freedom of choice”
provision. This provision gives Medicaid re-
cipients the right to choose to receive cov-
ered services from any qualified provider.
Historically, Congress has singled out family
planning for unique protection when it
comes to freedom of choice. Freedom of
choice 1is especially critical for receiving
family planning services—it guarantees that
women, men, and young people have ready
access to family planning services they need
when they need them, and from a provider
they trust. H.R. 3134 attempts to eliminate
Medicaid enrollees’ ability to visit Planned
Parenthood, whether for family planning
services or the other critical services
Planned Parenthood provides, such as well
woman visits, testing and treatment for sex-
ually transmitted infections, and life-saving
cancer screenings. The end result could mean
that Medicaid beneficiaries lose access to
what may be the only source of primary and
preventive care they have.

H.R. 3134 would also inflict serious harm
on the chronically underfunded Title X pro-
gram. Planned Parenthood is a critical com-
ponent of this safety net program, as the
health centers serve a disproportionate share
of clients in the Title X system. While only
comprising 13% of Title X clinics, Planned
Parenthood clinics serve 37% of clients. Each
Planned Parenthood health care center
serves nearly 3,000 patients for birth control
services, far more than other clinic types.
Taking away Title X funding from Planned
Parenthood would leave those who rely on
the Title X program without a key provider
that they trust and that provides the health
care services they need.
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Eliminating funding from Planned Parent-
hood would have a disproportionate impact
on women of color. Hispanic and Black
women more commonly access family plan-
ning or medical services from a Title X-fund-
ed clinic. And women of color make up a dis-
proportionate share of Medicaid recipients
relative to their population. Given that
Planned Parenthood serves 36% of all clients
who obtain care from the family planning
health network, and that women of color
often turn to this network for their health
care, taking away such a trusted, high-qual-
ity health care provider would have inflict
particular harm on women of color.

Proponents of H.R. 3134 boldly suggest that
individuals would not lose services because
other providers will fill in the drastic void
that would be left if Planned Parenthood
clinics were shut down. Historical evidence
and existing gaps in our country’s public
safety net suggest otherwise. For example,
after Texas turned its preventative care and
family planning program into a state-funded
program in order to exclude Planned Parent-
hood from its network, 30,000 fewer low-in-
come women received health care. When In-
diana defunding forced a Planned Parent-
hood clinic to shut its doors, it led to an HIV
outbreak in the county because there was no
other clinic providing HIV education and
testing. The suggestion that other providers
can and will step up to fill this need defies
common sense.

On a closing note, while we focus on the
dramatic negative impact that H.R. 3134
would have on millions of lives across our
country, it is imperative to place this attack
in the context of the many other attacks on
women’s health. For example, some members
of Congress are pushing to completely elimi-
nate or further cripple the Title X program,
as reflected in the current appropriations
proposals.

Not only would H.R. 3134 mean that mil-
lions of women, men, and young people
would lose access to birth control, cancer
screenings, breast exams, and STI and HIV
testing, but it also represents a direct attack
by Members of Congress on women’s ability
to control their own reproductive health.

We strongly urge you to vote no on H.R.
3134, and stand strong in support of the mil-
lions who receive high quality health care
through the Planned Parenthood health care
centers.

Sincerely,
NATIONAL HEALTH LAW
PROGRAM,
NATIONAL WOMEN’S LAW
CENTER.
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Mr. PITTS. Madam Speaker, unfortu-
nately, the Obama administration puts
its own abortion-centered ideology
ahead of women’s health care.

I yield 2 minutes to the gentlewoman
from Tennessee (Mrs. BLACK), an out-
standing leader on this issue.

Mrs. BLACK. Madam Speaker, I rise
today in strong support of H.R. 3495,
the Women’s Public Health and Safety
Act, legislation empowering States to
terminate Medicaid contracts with pro-
viders that disrespect innocent human
life by performing abortions.

As we debate this bill today, the big
abortion industry is in crisis mode.
They have seen the same videos I have
implicating Planned Parenthood, the
Nation’s largest abortion provider, in
the trafficking of fetal tissue and or-
gans, and they have seen the same non-
partisan government report I have in-
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dicating that Planned Parenthood re-
ceived $1.2 billion in Medicaid funding
over a 3-year period.

So, knowing that they are losing the
public opinion battle, they are taking
their fight to the courts, suing States
that dare to protect taxpayer dollars
by exercising their right to terminate
contracts with this abortion giant.
Tennessee saw this tactic before when
Planned Parenthood took our State to
court over an abortion law back in
2000. We defeated them, but it took 14
years to do it.

Madam Speaker, let’s not let that
happen again. If President Obama and
the congressional Democrats are so in-
tent on blocking this legislation to
combat taxpayer funding of abortion
providers at the Federal level, then
they should at least let States use
their 10th Amendment rights to take
action within their own borders with-
out the threat of costly, politically mo-
tivated lawsuits. The Women’s Public
Health and Safety Act will do just
that.

I urge a ‘‘yes’” vote on this compas-
sionate, pro-life, pro-woman legisla-
tion.

Ms. DEGETTE. Madam Speaker, I am
pleased to yield 12 minutes to the gen-
tlewoman from California (Mrs.
CAPPS).

Mrs. CAPPS. I thank my colleague
for yielding.

Madam Speaker, I rise in strong op-
position to this bill and to the political
gamesmanship that continues to put
our Nation at risk.

Today we witness yet another attack
by some of our colleagues who are ob-
sessed with ending access to Planned
Parenthood, a trusted healthcare pro-
vider in my community. But today’s
bill takes a slightly different approach,
one that cynically tells a woman that
the government knows better than she
does when it comes to telling her who
she should trust with her health and
well-being. As a woman, a mother, and
a nurse, this is insulting. These at-
tacks have to stop.

Republicans are willfully putting
their heads in the sand. They think it
is no big deal to shut down hundreds of
clinics offering essential services not
available anywhere else; they think
that the rest of the safety net can eas-
ily pick up the slack, ignoring the fact
that those providers themselves have
said they cannot; and they think it is
worth shutting down the government
to achieve this goal.

Moreover, I would just like to empha-
size that these women have chosen to
go to Planned Parenthood for their
care. Suggesting that they can just get
their care from some other provider is
both callous and condescending.

With all due respect to my colleagues
on the other side of the aisle, which
provider a woman chooses to go to for
her own reproductive health care is not
your decision to make—at least, it
shouldn’t be.

I urge my colleagues to trust women
to make their own decisions. Vote
“no’’ on this bill.
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Mr. PITTS. Madam Speaker, I am
very pleased to yield 3 minutes to the
gentleman from Wisconsin (Mr.
DUFFY), the prime sponsor of this legis-
lation.

Mr. DUFFY. Madam Speaker, I have
to tell you, I have been watching my
Democrat friends across the aisle do
somersaults trying to whitewash their
past and rename their dinners that
they have every year, their Jefferson-
Jackson dinner. There is a big con-
versation about the Confederate flag
and what it means, which I would agree
with my friends across the aisle. But
what they don’t want to talk about is
the roots of where Planned Parenthood
started.

It started with Margaret Sanger, a
known racist and a speaker in front of
the KKK. She believed in eugenics, and
she is the founder of Planned Parent-
hood. We should talk about the racist
roots of Planned Parenthood just like
with the Confederate flag and just like
the Jefferson-Jackson dinner that the
Democrats celebrate every year.

If you watch the videos that have
come out about Planned Parenthood
harvesting little baby body parts and
selling those body parts for a profit, it
is disgusting. This is not a debate
about abortion or even non-abortion,
pro-life or pro-abortion. Those who are
even pro-abortion agree that these tac-
tics are unacceptable. They have no
place in our society. That Federal tax
dollars should actually go to fund an
institution that harvests baby body
parts for sale is absolutely asinine.

You want to talk about health care?
Health care doesn’t mean Planned Par-
enthood, and Planned Parenthood
doesn’t mean women’s health care.

You talk about defunding women’s
health care. There is no less money.
There is the same amount of money
that goes to women’s health care. That
is a false argument. We spend the same
amount of money, but we say: You
know what? When we have an organiza-
tion that supports the harvest and sale
of body parts, our tax dollars probably
shouldn’t go to it.

Or, better yet, why don’t we let the
States make that decision for them-
selves? If they say that it is an affront
to our morals and our values in one
State, we should say we are not going
to send Federal Medicaid money to
that organization. And if another State
says, ‘““You know what? We are okay
with it,”” then let them spend their
money that way, giving States back
the power to choose how they use their
money.

I have got to tell you that I often-
times sit back and am amazed that my
friends across the aisle who talk about
being very compassionate and caring
and loving and supporting the down-
trodden can’t join us in saying: We
probably should at least ban abortions
after 20 weeks when little babies feel
pain, when little babies can survive
outside the womb. We are so radical in
our position that we want to support
abortion up to the point of birth. We
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won’t even support you if there is a
botched abortion and the baby is born
alive and we should probably try to
save it.

You can’t even join us in that. It is a
sellout to the radical abortion indus-
try.

I see the rally outside. It is a rally
for Planned Parenthood, which pro-
vides the largest funds to the Demo-
cratic coffers, to their campaigns.

This is not about life. This not about
health care. This is not about abortion.
This is about campaign money that
flows from Planned Parenthood into
my friends’ campaigns. Sadly, I wish
they would put aside their campaign
concerns instead of standing for states’
rights and women’s health and little
babies’ lives.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair reminds all Members to address
their remarks to the Chair.

Ms. DEGETTE. Madam Speaker, I
didn’t agree with much the previous
speaker said, but I do agree that, from
our perspective, it is about campaign
money on that side.

I yield 1% minutes to the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. LEE).

Ms. LEE. I want to thank the gentle-
woman for yielding, but also for her
tremendous leadership on this and so
many issues.

Madam Speaker, I rise in strong op-
position to H.R. 3495, the so-called
Women’s Public Health and Safety Act.

First of all, this bill does not keep
women safe, and it certainly won’t
keep them healthy. Instead, it would
prevent individuals or organizations
that provide abortion services from
treating women enrolled in Medicaid,
and it would simply strip women of
their fundamental right to choose their
own healthcare provider.

Congress already denies Federal Med-
icaid coverage of abortion, which is
wrong, and that needs to be repealed.
That is the Hyde amendment. We have
got to repeal that. Now, excluding doc-
tors from serving Medicaid patients is
yet another attack on the rights of
low-income women.

When in the world are you going to
stop?

H.R. 3495 would deny more than 7
million women access to critical
healthcare services, including contra-
ceptive care, STI tests, lifesaving can-
cer screenings, and other primary care
services; and it would hurt our most

vulnerable communities, including
low-income women and women of
color.

Madam Speaker, this bill is simply
wrong. It is nothing more than a
shameful attempt to restrict women’s
constitutional rights. Politicians
should never interfere with women’s
personal healthcare decisions, period.
Stay out of our lives.

The Women’s Public Health and Safe-
ty Act does just the opposite of what
this bogus title says. It erodes the
health and safety of women and con-
tinues the war on women.

Today I am proud to stand with
Planned Parenthood and the men,
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women, and children in our country. I
urge a ‘“‘no’” vote on this bill that will
severely hurt the health and safety of
women.

Mr. PITTS. Madam Speaker, we
should be aware that not a single
penny will be cut for women’s health
care under this bill.

I am pleased to yield 2 minutes to the
gentleman from North Carolina (Mr.
PITTENGER).

Mr. PITTENGER. Madam Speaker, I
stand before you in full support of H.R.
3495, the Women’s Public Health and
Safety Act.

This legislation amends Medicaid law
to give States the freedom and flexi-
bility to remove abortion providers
from Medicaid. Taxpayer dollars
should not be used for abortion, period.

This important policy is widely sup-
ported by the American people. That is
why the Hyde amendment, first estab-
lished in 1976, protects taxpayers from
preventing the use of Federal funds for
abortion. However, through the years,
we have seen these groups attempt to
circumvent this Federal mandate in
order to further their own destructive
agenda of death.

In North Carolina, Madam Speaker,
there are 294 community health clinics,
but only 9 Planned Parenthood abor-
tion centers. Providing States like
North Carolina with flexibility and
funding will result in better, more ac-
cessible health care for all women, in-
stead of funneling money to abortion
providers like Planned Parenthood and
their army of political lobbyists.

Thank you to Congressman SEAN
DUFFY for his leadership on this issue.

As a nation, we must restore the
value and sanctity of each and every
life against this selfish culture of
death. I will continue to be a voice for
the voiceless and speak out against
these egregious acts as long as it takes
to restore the God-given promise of
life.

Life is precious. As Pope Francis
stated in this Chamber, we must cher-
ish each and every one at every stage
of life.

Ms. DEGETTE. Madam Speaker, I am
pleased to yield 3 minutes to the dis-
tinguished gentlewoman from Wis-
consin (Ms. MOORE).

Ms. MOORE. I thank the gentle-
woman for yielding.

Madam Speaker, I am in opposition
to this ill-conceived legislation
brought forward from my good friend
and colleague from Wisconsin.

I realize that good people can differ
on topics, and I have been stunned by
some of the discussion that has oc-
curred on the floor today with regard
to the racist roots of Planned Parent-
hood, with regard to so-called states’
rights.

I can tell you that, as an African
American and as a woman, I have
heard the term ‘‘states’ rights’ used in
ways that were not very healthy and
safe for me as an African American
woman. There is nothing healthy and
safe about a bill that would deny
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women their constitutional and human
rights to control their own reproduc-
tion—to get birth control, to be pro-
tected against STDs, or to have an
abortion.

I know many people in this body are
fond of reality shows, but in reality, a
woman is fertile for 30 to 40 years of
her life, and there is nothing healthy
about becoming pregnant every year
for 30 to 40 years. I am one of nine kids,
and that is not a healthy scenario for
many women.

The reality is that this would have
an adverse impact on some of the poor-
est women, and many of them African
American, in this country. Seventy-
eight percent of Planned Parenthood
patients live at 150 percent or lower of
the poverty level.

The reality is that 60 percent of all
Americans do not want to see Planned
Parenthood defunded. It is not in the
interest of public health and safety for
these women to be denied this basic
health care.
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Madam Speaker, we have heard about
these films that are not real at all.
They have been doctored, edited, and
they are revisionist tapes, all in pur-
suit of defunding the premier organiza-
tion that protects women’s health.

With regard to the other community
health centers, I am glad to know that
my colleagues are interested in funding
those centers. But this bill even puts
them at risk because any ancillary
service related to abortion can be
deemed as unfitting for reimbursement
under the Medicaid program.

My last point, Madam Speaker, is
that we have seen the flexibility that
States have used. We saw in Indiana
where they defunded Planned Parent-
hood and, as a result, we saw a pan-
demic of HIV infestations in that
State.

So I would say before I yield back,
Madam Speaker, that I urge my col-
leagues to not go for the appeasement
of the Anti-Choice Caucus so that we
don’t shut the government down, to use
women as a gambit in this political
battle.

Mr. PITTS. Madam Speaker, may 1
inquire how much time remains?

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania has 18 min-
utes remaining. The gentlewoman from
Colorado has 19 minutes remaining.

Mr. PITTS. Madam Speaker, I am
pleased to yield 5 minutes to the gen-
tleman from New Jersey (Mr. SMITH),
the chair of the Pro-Life Caucus.

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. I thank
my good friend for yielding.

Madam Speaker, last week Pope
Francis admonished a joint session of
Congress to follow the Golden Rule—to
do unto others as you would have them
do unto you. The Pope also said the
Golden Rule compels us to protect and
defend human life at every stage of de-
velopment—and, of course, that in-
cludes the unborn. It is wrong to re-
main silent, he said, or to look the
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other way when individuals are put at
risk.

At the White House welcoming cere-
mony earlier in the day, President
Obama spoke of protecting the least of
these, taken from Matthew’s Gospel,
the 25th chapter. When President
Obama says protect the least of these,
he excludes millions of unborn chil-
dren.

Every day Planned Parenthood dis-
members or chemically poisons to
death approximately 900 unborn babies,
the least of these, and hurts many
women in the process.

Subsidized by half a billion dollars
annually, Planned Parenthood Kkills a
baby every 2 minutes and has termi-
nated the lives of over 7 million infants
since 1973, a staggering loss of chil-
dren’s lives that equates to twice the
number of every man, woman and child
living in the State of Connecticut.

So I rise in strong support of H.R.
3495, the Women’s Health and Public
Safety Act, authored by our distin-
guished colleague, SEAN DUFFY, to give
States the authority to defund Planned
Parenthood.

States, indeed, Madam Speaker,
should have the freedom to choose who
they subsidize and why. But the Presi-
dent has denied that option to at least
six States so far, including Texas, Ari-
zona, Indiana, Louisiana, Alabama, and
Arkansas. The latter three States had
moved to defund in the wake of the re-
cent undercover videos by the Center
for Medical Progress.

Now, because of the CMP videos, we
know Planned Parenthood is also traf-
ficking in baby body parts.

I would note parenthetically, Madam
Speaker, I wrote the Trafficking Vic-
tims Protection Act to try to end the
cruelty of modern-day slavery, sex
trafficking, and labor trafficking.
Planned Parenthood’s activities are a
manifestation of human trafficking,
exploiting defenseless unborn children
and taking body parts that they have
no right to take.

It turns out Planned Parenthood has
turned these babies into human guinea
pigs, and it makes the abortion indus-
try even richer.

Although much of the media con-
tinues to ignore this scandal, Planned
Parenthood’s meticulously crafted fa-
cade of care and compassion has been
shattered. Caught on tape, Planned
Parenthood’s top leadership, not in-
terns or lower level employees, show
callous disregard for precious chil-
dren’s lives while gleefully calculating
the financial gain, which begs the ques-
tion: Do Americans understand the vio-
lence to children done every day in
Planned Parenthood clinics?

Have my Congressional colleagues,
has the President, actually watched
the videos? To care for the least of
these, have they watched them?

In one clip, Dr. Deborah Nucatola,
Senior Director of Planned Parenthood
Federation of America’s Medical Serv-
ices, says: ‘“We have been very good at
getting heart, lung, liver, because we
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know that I am not going to crush that
part.”

So they crush all around that part
that is desired, dismember that baby
piece by piece, but they leave intact
certain parts, including livers, that
will then be sold.

Planned Parenthood Medical Direc-
tors’ Council President Dr. Mary
Gatter appears on the video non-
chalantly talking about utilizing a
““less crunchy’’—her words—abortion
method, again, to preserve body parts.

Regarding the price tag for baby
body parts, she says: ‘“‘Let me just fig-
ure out what others are getting. And if
this in the ballpark, then it is fine.”
“If it is still low, then we can bump it
up,”’ she says.

Another Planned Parenthood Direc-
tor, Deborah VanDerhei, says: “We are
just trying to figure out as an indus-
try”’—and it is the abortion industry—
“we are just trying to figure out how
we are going to manage remuneration
because the headlines would be a dis-
aster.”

Concern for making money, finding
another revenue stream, but no con-
cern whatsoever for that child victim
who suffers when they are dis-
membered: arms, legs, torso, decapi-
tated head. It is gruesome dismember-
ment abortions. That is what Planned
Parenthood does.

One woman, Holly O’Donnell, from
StemExpress, says: ‘“‘She gave me the
scissors and told me that I had to cut
down the middle of the face.” ‘I can’t
even describe what that feels like,”’ she
says.

I suspect that, if the President
watches at least one of the videos and
my colleagues on the other side, they
would at least demand real answers
concerning Planned Parenthood’s inhu-
mane behavior and violence that is di-
rected at the least of these.

The SPEAKER pro tempore.
time of the gentleman has expired.

Mr. PITTS. Madam Speaker, I yield
the gentleman an additional 2 minutes.

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. I thank
my good friend.

You know, mention has been made
about Margaret Sanger. I have read
three of Margaret Sanger’s books. In
one of them, called The Pivot of Civili-
zation, she talks about the cruelty of
charity of caring for indigent women
who carry babies to term, that you
should not give them help, that charity
is cruel.

She was a racist. Read her books.
Read her birth control review. I went
to the Library of Congress, got many
copies of it and read through it. She
had many programs that talked about
focusing on Blacks and others for ex-
termination. Just read her books. And,
again, The Pivot of Civilization is one
of the worst.

Let me also say to my friends that
they talk about how these videos have
been doctored. Well, there is a new re-
port that just came out called the
Coalfire Forensics Analysis. It finds
that the videos are authentic and show
no evidence of manipulation or editing.

The
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The events depicted in the missing
footage fall into five common -cat-
egories: commuting, waiting, adjusting
recording equipment, meals, and rest-
room breaks.

At each interview, four devices re-
corded conversations, two video record-
ers with microphones and two audio-
only devices. I ask my friends and col-
leagues on the other side to take a look
at that analysis.

Again, you just attack the whistle-
blower. You attack the organization.
But you don’t look at the evidence.

I have watched those tapes several
times and was sickened by just how in-
humane these individuals are in cut-
ting little babies into pieces in order to
procure their body parts.

Seven million babies since 1973 killed
in Planned Parenthood clinics. They
ought to be called Child Abuse, Incor-
porated. It is the most unsafe place in
America, for a child to be in a Planned
Parenthood clinic.

I submit the Coalfire Forensics Anal-
ysis Report for the RECORD.

[Prepared by Coalfire Systems, Inc., Sept. 28,
2015]

DIGITAL FORENSICS ANALYSIS REPORT
(Delivered to Alliance Defending Freedom)
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

In September, 2015, CGS, the prime con-
tractor on behalf of Alliance Defending Free-
dom, engaged Coalfire Systems, Inc., the
sub-contractor (hereinafter ‘‘Coalfire’’) to
conduct a computer forensics analysis of cer-
tain raw video and audio data files. Coalfire’s
objectives for this project are to:

Forensically evaluate video and audio files
provided by The Center for Medical Progress
(‘‘the Organization’) through CGS (‘‘raw”
video and audio), and determine whether the
raw video or audio content of the files have
been edited or otherwise altered;

Compare the raw video and audio to cer-
tain files posted to YouTube (‘‘Full Footage”’
videos and a ‘‘Supplemental’” video) for the
purpose of determining inconsistencies be-
tween the files.

The scope of Coalfire’s analysis did not
cover or include:

Validation of those individuals depicted in
the video or audio, who recorded the video
and audio files, the location where they were
recorded, when they were recorded, or the
purpose of the recordings;

Providing an opinion on the chain of cus-
tody prior to receipt of source materials by
Coalfire;

Coalfire’s analysis was limited to only the
source materials received from the Organiza-
tion and did not include interviews of par-
ticipants in the videos or audio.

A flash drive containing recorded media
was received via FedEx by Coalfire on Sep-
tember 17th, 2015, where it was examined
using industry-standard forensic tools and
techniques. The flash drive contained (i) a
total of ten (10) videos with audio recorded
on two (2) separate devices, and (ii) a total of
eight (8) audio recordings made with two (2)
audio-only devices.

Coalfire’s analysis of the recorded media
files contained on the flash drive indicates
that the video recordings are authentic and
show no evidence of manipulation or editing.
This conclusion is supported by the consist-
ency of the video file date and time stamps,
the video timecode, as well as the folder and
file naming scheme. The uniformity between
the footage from the cameras from the two
Investigators also support the evidence that
the video recordings are authentic.
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With regard to the ‘Full Footage”
YouTube videos released by the Organiza-
tion, edits made to these videos were applied
to eliminate non-pertinent footage, includ-
ing ‘‘commuting,” ‘“‘waiting,” ‘‘adjusting re-
cording equipment,” ‘‘meals,”” or ‘‘restroom
breaks,” lacking pertinent conversation.
Any discrepancies in the chronology of the
timecodes are consistent with the inten-
tional removal of this non-pertinent footage
as described in this report.

Furthermore, four of the five raw video re-
cordings, which also contained audio cap-
tured from the video recording device, are
accompanied by a raw audio recording cap-
tured from a separate audio-only recording
device. The raw audio-only recordings last
for the duration of their associated raw vid-
eos. These raw audio recordings support the
completeness and authenticity of the raw
video recordings since they depict the same
events within the same duration as captured
from the two separate video recorders.
DIGITAL FORENSICS ANALYSIS REPORT OF

VIDEO RECORDINGS BY THE CENTER FOR

MEDICAL PROGRESS (CMP)

The Coalfire forensic analysis removes any
doubt that the full length undercover videos
released by Center for Medical Progress are
authentic and have not been manipulated.
Analysts scrutinized every second of video
recorded during the investigation and re-
leased by CMP to date and found only bath-
room breaks and other non-pertinent footage
had been removed. Planned Parenthood can
no longer hide behind a smokescreen of false
accusations and should now answer for what
appear to be the very real crimes revealed by
the CMP investigation.—Casey Mattox, Sen-
ior Counsel, Alliance Defending Freedom

American taxpayer money should be redi-
rected to fund local community health cen-
ters and not subsidize a scandal-ridden, bil-
lion-dollar abortion business. Planned Par-
enthood is an organization that cares about
one thing: making a profit at the expense of
women’s health. The investigative videos,
whose authenticity was confirmed by the re-
port, show that Planned Parenthood is an
abortion-machine whose top executives and
doctors haggle and joke about the harvesting
and selling of baby body parts. Women de-
serve far better.—Kerri Kupec, Legal Com-
munications Director, Alliance Defending
Freedom

FACTS AND FINDINGS

Forensic analysis of CMP’s recorded media
files indicates that the video recordings are
authentic and show no evidence of manipula-
tion or editing.

The events depicted in the missing footage
fell into five common categories: com-
muting, waiting, adjusting recording equip-
ment, meals, and restroom breaks.

At each interview, four devices recorded
conversations (two video recorders with
microphones and two audio only devices).
The recordings were cross-referenced and
found to be consistent.

COALFIRE V. FUSION REPORT

The Coalfire report had access to every
second of released audio and video investiga-
tive footage recorded by CMP and analyzed
that footage to verify and authenticate all of
the videos on the CMP YouTube page.

The Fusion report had access only to four
full length videos released on YouTube be-
tween July 14 and August 4, and none of the
source material.

The Coalfire report also confirmed that
one segment of missing video highlighted by
the Fusion Report was later uploaded in full
to CMP’s YouTube page.

Coalfire is an internationally recognized
third-party digital security and forensics
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firm with experience providing evidence for
civil and criminal investigations.

Fusion is a small company formed to de-
velop material for Democratic party cam-
paigns.

Both reports verify there is no evidence of
fabrication or misrepresentative editing,
nothing was dubbed or altered. Fusion’s
“‘analysis did not reveal widespread evidence
of substantive video manipulation.” Coalfire
found the videos to be ‘‘authentic and show
no evidence of manipulation or editing.”

Ms. DEGETTE. Madam Speaker, I am
pleased to yield 1%2 minutes to the gen-
tlewoman from New York (Mrs. CARO-
LYN B. MALONEY).

Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of New
York. I thank my good friend for her
leadership and for yielding.

Madam Speaker, I stand in strong op-
position to this ironically titled bill,
Women’s Public Health and Safety Act.
Let’s be honest. We all know that this
bill in no way protects the health and
safety of women. In fact, it does quite
the opposite.

This bill is aimed squarely at re-
stricting a woman’s constitutionally
protected freedom to make her own re-
productive health choices. This bill is
not based on facts. This bill is not
based on the health needs of women.
This bill is pure politics and ideologi-
cally driven.

It is shameful that Congress is con-
sidering a bill that would leave vulner-
able women’s access to comprehensive
health care at the mercy of the ex-
treme fringe of the far right.

This is another attempt to put poli-
tics between a woman and her doctor
and a thinly veiled attempt to destroy
a woman’s right to choose. This bill is
so vaguely worded and so broadly writ-
ten that it will have devastating and
far-reaching effects on women’s health.

States would be allowed to exclude
any provider, any entity, that has ever
provided an abortion or has ever had
any sort of association or involvement
with an abortion. This bill puts wom-
en’s lives in danger, and it is a chilling
and a most dangerous precedent.

Madam Speaker, I urge a strong ‘‘no”’
vote. Instead, stand for a women’s
right to make her own personal health
care choices.

Planned Parenthood should be cele-
brated, not demonized. It is the largest
healthcare provider for vulnerable
women in this great country of ours.

Mr. PITTS. Madam Speaker, I would
just remind the gentlewoman that
abortion is not health care.

I yield 2 minutes to the gentlewoman
from Missouri (Mrs. HARTZLER), a great
leader in the Pro-Life movement.

Mrs. HARTZLER. Madam Speaker,
protecting innocent unborn lives is
paramount to defining who we are as a
people and as a nation. Killing inno-
cent babies before they even have a
chance at life is unconscionable, let
alone turning around and selling the
fetal tissue for profit.

Planned Parenthood is the Nation’s
largest provider of abortion. This abor-
tion chain received $1.2 billion of tax-
payer money through Medicaid over a
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3-year period. Planned Parenthood last
reported that over $500 million of their
annual revenue comes from govern-
ment funding. This is reprehensible.

No Federal dollars should go to any
institution in the business of har-
vesting and selling baby parts of abort-
ed children.

Can you imagine what people would
say in this country if this practice oc-
curred with our beloved pets? Most of
us have cats and dogs. Would we stand
for them to be killed and their body
parts harvested and sold for profit?

Where is the outrage that this is hap-
pening to our country’s babies, our un-
born children?

I continue to fight to defund Planned
Parenthood at the Federal level, and I
encourage all State and local govern-
ments to also stop funding Planned
Parenthood.

In light of the recent undercover vid-
eos, three States have attempted to
end their Medicaid contracts with
Planned Parenthood and the Obama ad-
ministration said disqualifying
Planned Parenthood because of its
abortion business violated Federal
Medicaid law.

Well, today’s bill amends the Med-
icaid law to empower States with the
ability to exclude abortion providers
from Medicaid.

Given the horrific nature of the vid-
eos showing the shameful lengths that
Planned Parenthood will go to in order
to harvest and sell fetal organs, I am
hopeful that each and every State
would exercise this option.

I urge my colleagues to vote for this
bill, which is critical to the fight to
protect innocent lives.

Ms. DEGETTE. Madam Speaker, I
yield 12 minutes to the gentlewoman
from California (Ms. JUDY CHU).

Ms. JUDY CHU of California. Madam
Speaker, another day, another attack
by Republicans on women’s health care
in the House of Representatives. But
this one is different. It goes beyond the
typical attacks on women and endan-
gers their health and the health of en-
tire communities.

By holding Medicaid hostage, this
bill seeks to intimidate doctors and
hospitals into not providing a safe and
constitutionally protected service.
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I am appalled by how far Republicans
are willing to go. The language in the
bill is so vague that it would allow
States to exclude entire providers from
the Medicaid program. Minority and
low-income women would be dispropor-
tionately impacted and would stand to
lose access to critical health services
like birth control and family planning.

It is time to stop the attacks. Women
must be free to make their own
healthcare choices in consultation with
their doctors and without threats from
Republican politicians in Washington,
and we must have as one of those
choices Planned Parenthood.

For many, it is the only place they
can turn to for even the most basic
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care. Women—especially low-income
women—turn to Planned Parenthood
for affordable and dependable primary
care services. They fill a vital gap that
community health centers can’t fill by
themselves. We are all better off be-
cause of their cancer screenings, STI
testing, and wellness exams.

Republicans are trying to hold our
health care hostage by using baseless
attacks to shut down Planned Parent-
hood, using heavily doctored videos. It
is time to stop using health care as a
weapon to bully women.

We must vote against this bill.

Mr. PITTS. Madam Speaker, I yield 4
minutes to the gentleman from Mary-
land (Mr. HARRIS), another leader on
this issue.

Mr. HARRIS. Madam Speaker, look,
this bill is very simple. This bill just
says that States actually can be part-
ners with the Federal Government and
Medicaid. The Federal Government,
the Secretary of HHS, doesn’t get to
tell a State which providers they think
are inadequate—yes, inadequate.

Planned Parenthood is not a com-
prehensive health provider in my dis-
trict. In the Lower Eastern Shore of
Maryland, they closed the Planned
Parenthood in April and said on the
Web site: “You can get services Mon-
day through Friday at the center in
Easton, 45 minutes up the road.”

Madam Speaker, if you go up the
road today, they are closed. In fact, the
center in Easton, funded with Federal
dollars, is open 2 days a week. That
clinic is empty the rest of the time.
Federal dollars are paying for an
empty clinic that doesn’t deliver com-
prehensive care.

Madam Speaker, you may have heard
somewhere that Planned Parenthood
provides mammograms. Nonsense.
Even Planned Parenthood executives
say they don’t have a mammogram ma-
chine in the entire system. They don’t
provide mammograms.

The only method for breast cancer
screening that actually results in de-
creased deaths from breast cancer, the
only method—mammograms—they
don’t even provide at Planned Parent-
hood. They say: Oh, but you can be re-
ferred.

Actually, Madam Speaker, the law is
you don’t need a referral for a mammo-
gram screening. That is the law. You
don’t need a referral. Any woman can
go get a mammogram screening as long
as she is within the screening guide-
lines without a referral.

So exactly what is this magic that
Planned Parenthood provides?

The gentlewoman from New York
said it fills a gap that community
health centers can’t fill. Nonsense.
Community health centers can provide
mammograms. They can provide breast
cancer screenings, cervical cancer
screenings, contraceptives, birth con-
trol.

The only thing they don’t do is they
don’t provide abortions outside the
limits of the Hyde amendment, and
they don’t sell baby body parts.
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Oh, that is right. I guess if selling
baby body parts is what is important
about women’s health care, then you
are right. You have got to go to a
Planned Parenthood to get it. You
can’t get it at a community health cen-
ter.

Remember, there are 13,000 commu-
nity health centers providing the broad
range, the truly broad range, of health
care, not health care that you have to
leave, by the way. Maybe you approach
some age, you are younger than some
age, and you don’t go to Planned Par-
enthood because it is not comprehen-
sive care. Community health centers
are. They were designed that way.

The Affordable Care Act I am no par-
ticular fan of. But the fact of the mat-
ter is it set these up to be truly com-
prehensive primary care centers. And
there are 20 times as many as there are
Planned Parenthoods.

And you know what? My community
health center in my district, if you call
today, they are actually open. If you
call tomorrow, they are open. But
Planned Parenthood isn’t. If you call
Thursday, Planned Parenthood is open
for 7Y% hours. My community health
center is open 8% hours. If you call Fri-
day, you are out of luck with Planned
Parenthood. Madam Speaker, we are
paying Planned Parenthood to keep an
empty office open that doesn’t even
provide comprehensive care in my clin-
ic.

Now, the gentlewoman from New
York said that, in this bill, you could
not provide an abortion. That is non-
sense. Read the bill. It says, as long as
you provide abortions consistent with
the Hyde amendment—that is a rape or
incest exclusion or the life of the moth-
er. In fact, the gentlewoman was
wrong.

She said lives are threatened. No,
Madam Speaker. If lives are threat-
ened, specifically, this bill says the
State can choose to fund that provider
and can do that.

Madam Speaker, the bottom line is
Planned Parenthood—there is only one
thing that it does that you don’t get—
again, I will reiterate—that you don’t
get—in a community health center.

You can get an abortion usually at
any stage of pregnancy for any reason,
and you can get your baby’s body parts
sold in the trafficking of body parts
that we saw in those films.

Are those films doctored? They are
not doctored. Anyone can go look on
the Web site. They are raw footage.
People are talking about a
Lamborghini from the profits of baby
body parts. If that isn’t repulsive to us,
what is? All this bill does is it allows
States to defund that.

Ms. DEGETTE. Madam Speaker, I
yield myself 30 seconds to point out
that the gentleman is absolutely cor-
rect. Planned Parenthood does not pro-
vide mammograms. They do provide
breast cancer screenings.

But under this bill, if there is a hos-
pital or a clinic that does provide
mammograms and they also provide
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abortions, well, then, the States could
prevent funding.

So, ironically, under the terms of
this bill up for discussion today, mam-
mograms could be prevented. I don’t
think that is the intention of the rider
of this bill.

I yield 1%2 minutes to the gentleman
from Texas (Mr. GENE GREEN), a senior
member of the Energy and Commerce
Committee.

Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas. I thank
my colleague from Colorado for yield-
ing to me.

Madam Speaker, I rise in opposition
to H.R. 3495, the so-called Women’s
Public Health and Safety Act.

Women’s health care is more than
mammograms. I know at the Planned
Parenthood in my district over 80 per-
cent of the care they provide is for
women’s health and not abortion.

This bill would give States the right
to exclude a healthcare provider who
performs abortion care from their Med-
icaid program.

Medicaid provides premium care to
millions of low-income women and
families alike. Excluding providers
from Medicaid without cause is an-
other ill-masked attempt to impede re-
productive rights.

This bill, as it is named, is claiming
to provide safe public health care for
women. By excluding quality
healthcare providers, such as Planned
Parenthood, the quality of available
services will drop. As a result, women’s
health will be detrimentally harmed.

That was proved in a study by a
Texas agency after 2011. This is yet one
more attempt to defund Planned Par-
enthood which, if successful, would
hurt millions of women in commu-
nities across the country.

H.R. 3495 is contradictory to the
views of the majority of Americans.
Three out of four American women
support publicly funded family plan-
ning centers and believe these centers
have a positive impact on public
health.

By passing this bill, we are harming
the millions of women who rely on pub-
licly funded family planning care. I
urge my colleagues to vote against this
damaging bill.

Mr. PITTS. Madam Speaker, I re-
serve the balance of my time.

Ms. DEGETTE. Madam Speaker, 1
yield 2 minutes to the distinguished
gentleman from New York (Mr. NAD-
LER).

Mr. NADLER. Madam Speaker, de-
spite its puffed-up name, this bill has
nothing to do with protecting women’s
health or safety. The bill the Repub-
licans pass today would cut off access
to health care for millions of American
families who rely on Medicaid.

This bill would cut off Medicaid re-
imbursement for any service, Planned
Parenthood or any doctor or hospital
or clinic or local health center that
performs or is involved in any way
with abortions.

If this bill passes, a woman seeking
prenatal care for a planned pregnancy
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could suddenly be cut off from her doc-
tor if that doctor also provides abor-
tion services or even referral to abor-
tion services.

A child with a life-threatening illness
could be turned away from his hospital
because the hospital chair expressed
views supportive of abortion.

A senior citizen with a chronic ill-
ness could suddenly find his or her pre-
scription lapsed with no way to refill it
because his or her doctor is somehow
involved with abortion.

My colleagues continue to insist that
this bill won’t interrupt care, that
these families, children, and seniors
will just see different doctors, will go
to different hospitals.

How many of my colleagues have
ever been on Medicaid? How many of
them have ever been turned away by a
doctor or told they have to wait
months for an appointment because the
doctor simply cannot afford to accept
any more Medicaid patients?

This bill would dramatically worsen
the shortage of Medicaid doctors and
lengthen wait times for patients, put-
ting more people at risk and increasing
healthcare costs in the long term. If
their overarching goal is dismantling
Medicaid as we know it, this bill is a
strong first step.

If we really want to talk about a cul-
ture of life, we should be bringing bills
to the floor to encourage more doctors
to serve in high-need areas to give
every child access to the highest qual-
ity health care.

We should be talking about increas-
ing funding for WIC and SNAP to make
sure parents, babies, and children
aren’t going to bed hungry at night.

We should be talking about expand-
ing education programs that target
low-income students. We should be
talking about funding public housing
programs to provide stability to fami-
lies.

We should be talking about lowering
student loan debt to ensure parents can
give their kids every opportunity with-
out a crushing burden of debt.

What we should not be doing is cut-
ting doctors and hospitals and clinics
and community healthcare centers out
of Medicaid and putting more lives at
risk.

This bill is just another blatant at-
tempt to intimidate doctors and hos-
pitals into ending abortion services.
Under the guise of promoting life, this
bill puts more lives at risk.

I urge my colleagues to vote ‘“‘no.”

Mr. PITTS. Madam Speaker, I re-
serve the balance of my time to close.

Ms. DEGETTE. Madam Speaker, I
yield 1%2 minutes to the distinguished
gentleman from California (Mr. BERA).

Mr. BERA. I thank my colleague
from Colorado.

Madam Speaker, I rise in opposition
to another bill restricting women’s ac-
cess to health care. The so-called Wom-
en’s Public Health and Safety Act is
not about public health, and it is cer-
tainly not about safety.

This is a bill that takes away indi-
vidual rights. It is a bill that would
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significantly restrict a woman’s access
to health care, where they want to go.

This is fundamentally about indi-
vidual rights and an individual’s abil-
ity to choose where they want to get
health care. It is another example of
politicians coming into the exam room
and making decisions.

Now, my colleagues on the right,
Madam Speaker, often will say they
want to stand for individual rights.
Well, Planned Parenthood has not bro-
ken any laws, to my knowledge.

If an individual patient wants to go
get their care at Planned Parenthood,
that is their right. Planned Parenthood
is providing access to care. They are
doing exactly what their name says:
planning and helping families decide
when they are ready to start a family,
planning parenthood. We should be pro-
tecting that fundamental individual
right.

As a doctor, I find it offensive when
the government comes into my exam
room and tells patients what they can
and cannot do. Fundamentally to the
practice of medicine, I have to answer
my patients’ questions, empower them
to make the choices that they want to,
and let them make those choices.

Again, patients should be able to
choose their provider. Congress should
not be picking and choosing who people
can go see. This is about individual
rights and preserving that right.

I am proud to stand with Planned
Parenthood. I am proud to fight to pre-
serve those individual rights. As a doc-
tor, we have got to protect access to
care.

Ms. DEGETTE. Madam Speaker, may
I inquire as to the time remaining?

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tlewoman has 10% minutes remaining.
The gentleman from Pennsylvania has
5 minutes remaining.

Ms. DEGETTE. Madam Speaker, I
yield 2 minutes to the gentleman from
Rhode Island (Mr. CICILLINE).

Mr. CICILLINE. I thank the gentle-
woman for yielding.

Madam Speaker, today we are debat-
ing H.R. 3495, which should be called
the Yet Another Radical Republican
Assault on Women’s Health Care Act.

This bill undermines the Ilong-
standing Freedom of Choice providers
provision of the Medicaid statute that
protects the rights of Medicare pa-
tients to seek care from any willing,
qualified provider.

This bill contains language that is so
broad that it gives States unchecked
authority to deny access to any pro-
viders it defines as participating in the
performance of abortion.

This bill is the latest in a long line of
radical Republican efforts to defund
Planned Parenthood and deny women
access to the high-quality health care
services it provides.

Madam Speaker, here are the facts:

Each year Planned Parenthood pro-
vides essential care to 2.7 million men
and women. One in five American
women have visited Planned Parent-
hood at least once.
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There are 1.5 million young people
and adults who participate in Planned
Parenthood’s educational programs on
reproductive health.

Each year 700 Planned Parenthood
clinics across the United States pro-
vide 900,000 cancer screenings to help
detect cervical and breast cancer,
400,000 Pap tests, and 500,000 breast
exams.

O 1500

Madam Speaker, the cruel irony of
this bill is that if it becomes law, these
services, not abortion services, will be
put at risk because Planned Parent-
hood is already prohibited from using
Federal funds to provide abortion serv-
ices except in very limited cir-
cumstances. In providing the critical
services I just described, Planned Par-
enthood saves lives.

Madam Speaker, I want to close by
noting the very articulate and powerful
testimony that Cecile Richards offered
in the House Oversight and Govern-
ment Reform Committee today. It was
disturbing that so many Members of
this Chamber treated her with such
condescension and disrespect.

At some point, Madam Speaker, the
Republican Party will need to end this
war on women and recognize that the
question of whether women have a
right to make their own healthcare de-
cisions is a matter of settled law, and
threatening to shut down the govern-
ment unless we agree to deny millions
of women access to high-quality health
care is reckless and irresponsible.

I urge my colleagues to vote ‘‘no.”

Ms. DEGETTE. Madam Speaker, I
yield 2 minutes to the distinguished
gentlewoman from Texas (Ms. JACKSON
LEE).

Ms. JACKSON LEE. I thank the gen-
tlewoman from Colorado for her leader-
ship, and I thank the gentleman, Mr.
PI1TTS, because in actuality this is not
a debate on people’s conscience and
what you believe in. It is a debate and
a question of the law.

First of all, the underlying legisla-
tion that we have before us is likely to
be ruled unconstitutional, and it is
likely to be so because it meets the
very four corners of why the Supreme
Court ruled the Texas law to be uncon-
stitutional, and I venture to say that
this bill was a copy of the Texas law.

In 2014 and 2015, the Texas legislators
tried to stop reproductive healthcare
clinics by requiring them to have a
hospital-style surgery center building
and staffing requirements, leaving only
seven clinics to provide health care,
the same thing where they threatened
the same kind of thing which would
only leave 10 healthcare providers.
Guess what, Madam Speaker; in 2014
and 2015, the Supreme Court of the
United States ruled it unconstitutional
and stopped the legislature in their
tracks. That is what is going to happen
to this legislation as well.

Let me be very clear: Planned Par-
enthood does not engage in selling
body parts. Yes, as under the law, they
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do deal with fetal tissue research,
which has saved millions of lives.

Under the 1993 NIH Revitalization
Act, it is unlawful for any person to
knowingly acquire, receive, or other-
wise transfer any human fetal tissue
for valuable consideration if the trans-
fer affects interstate commerce. They
do not do this. The reason I know that
is there has been no Department of
Justice investigation, no Health and
Human Services investigation, and, in
actuality, Mr. Daleiden, who is not the
FBI and not the Department of Justice,
has, in fact, engaged in a deleterious,
dastardly, and deceitful investigation,
even stealing—stealing—the ID of one
of his fellow high school students.

So I am against this bill, and I am
against it for the good things that
Planned Parenthood does. For example,
in my State, there are 38 clinics; 150,000
young women are being served, 108,000
on contraceptives, and others are STIT.

Let me finish, Madam Speaker, by
saying mammograms are not done in
your doctor’s office. You get a referral,
and you go to a place where you can
get a mammogram with a radiologist.

If we would only discuss facts, we
would know that the underlying bill
should be opposed. I oppose it, and I
ask my colleagues to oppose it.

Madam Speaker, | rise in strong opposition
to the Rule and the underlying bill.

| strongly oppose this latest attempt by the
Republican House majority to undermine
women’s rights.

Despite its title, the Women’s Public Health
and Safety Act,” H.R. 3495 is nothing more
than the latest string of attacks on women’s
health.

Instead of wasting time fueling politically-
charged attacks on health care services for
women, and attempting to roll back women’s
constitutionally protected rights, this House
should be advancing legislation that will reform
our broken immigration and criminal justice
systems.

And as we approach yet another deadline
for piecemeal fiscal fixes, we should be fo-
cused on passing a comprehensive and cost-
savings budget.

Yet, we are here today debating a bill that
threatens millions of American’s access to pre-
ventative care and could end up costing tax-
payers hundreds of millions of dollars if en-
acted.

However, we know this bill will not become
law given the President’s clear Statement of
Administrative Policy issued yesterday to veto
this measure.

As such, HR 3495 is simply being offered
here today as a shameless political decoy to
attack the legal rights of women.

If enacted, H.R. 3495 would give states un-
checked power to exclude women’s health
care providers from participating in Medicaid.

Hampering women’s health and safety, this
bill would enable states that are hostile to
women’s right to abortion, and to Planned Par-
enthood, to freely target women’s health care
providers for exclusion from Medicaid.

The United States Supreme Court ruled
over 40 years ago, in Roe v. Wade (410 U.S.
113 (1973)), that a woman’s constitutional
right to privacy includes her right to abortion.

Since this landmark decision, abortion rates
and risks have substantially declined, as have
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the number of teen and unwanted preg-
nancies.

However, politicians continue to try to sneak
around the Constitution and four decades of
Supreme Court precedent with sham laws that
do nothing to improve women’s health care
and only make it more difficult, if not impos-
sible, to obtain safe and legal abortion.

Restricting all access to reproductive and
women’s health services only exacerbates a
woman’s risk of an unintended pregnancy and
fails to accomplish any meaningful overthrow
of Roe v. Wade.

In recent years, state policymakers have
passed hundreds of restrictions on abortion
care under the guise of protecting women’s
health and safety.

Fights here in Congress have been no dif-
ferent.

In my state of Texas a law that would have
cut off access to 75 percent of reproductive
healthcare clinics in the state was challenged
before the U.S. Supreme Court in 2014 and
2015.

On October 2, 2014, the Supreme Court
struck down as unconstitutional a Texas law
that required that all reproductive healthcare
clinics that provided the full range of services
would be required to have a hospital-style sur-
gery center building and staffing requirements.

This requirement meant that only 7 clinics
would be allowed to continue to provide a full
spectrum of reproductive healthcare to
women.

Any woman facing an unintended pregnancy
needs to be able to make her own decisions
and weigh all her options—and these laws
take those options away.

Texas has 268,580 square miles, only sec-
ond in size to the state of Alaska.

The impact of the law in implementation
would have ended access to reproductive
services for millions of women in my state.

In 2015, the State of Texas once again
threatened women’s access to reproductive
health care when it attempted to shutter all but
10 healthcare providers in the state of Texas.

The Supreme Court once again intervened
on the behalf of Texas women to block the
move to close clinics in my state.

It seems every month we are faced with a
new attack on women’s access to reproductive
health care, often couched in deceptive terms
and concern for women’s health and safety.

And in fact we are here today supposedly to
talk about the safety of women—But we know
that’s not really the case.

If my colleagues were so concerned about
women’s health and safety, they would be pro-
moting any one of the number of evidence-
based proactive policies that improve women’s
health and well-being.

Instead, they are proposing yet another at-
tempt to ban abortion.

That is their number one priority. This is cer-
tainly not about protecting women’s health, it's
about politics.

We must separate the personal views of
abortion from the legal issues and funda-
mental constitutional rights.

Undisputable, every woman has the con-
stitutional right to make personal health care
decisions so basic that it must be equally pro-
tected for all.

Yet, this bill provides an outright pathway to
discriminate against poor and minority women.

H.R. 3495 would give states broad discre-
tion to exclude any person, institution, agency
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or entity that “performs or participates in the
performance of abortions” from participating in
Medicaid.

According to policy experts and advocates,
such as the ACLU and National Partnership
for Women and Families, this extreme meas-
ure would mean that not only would all such
women’s health care providers be cut out of
Medicaid, but states could also attempt to use
it to eliminate a wide range of other health
care providers, with serious and devastating
consequences for low-income patients.

Restricting access to women’s reproductive
health care providers makes it increasingly dif-
ficult—and sometimes impossible—for women
who have decided to end a pregnancy to get
the safe, legal, high-quality care they need.

The result is not the elimination of abortions,
but higher costs, longer delays, and extra
steps for women seeking abortion care, and in
the process punish women for their decision to
exercise their constitutional right to end a
pregnancy.

History tells us that unsafe and late-term
abortions did not cease to exist without ade-
quate access to clinical service. Rather, the
exact opposite—as we know limited and re-
stricted access only leads to unsafe and dan-
gerous practices.

Today, countless women in states like
Texas and Mississippi, Wisconsin, Alabama,
Tennessee, and Louisiana—where state laws
are already gravely impacting women’s access
to health care providers—women are being
forced to travel upwards of hundreds of miles
or cross state lines to access their constitu-
tional right to an abortion.

These restrictions create sharp disparities in
access to care that are troublingly reminiscent
of the time before Roe v. Wade, when access
depended on a woman’s social status, where
she lived or her ability to travel to another
state.

In an effort to undermine what they could
not otherwise overturn, politicians are attempt-
ing to “turn back the clock” to the pre-Roe era
by shuttering reproductive health care clinics
and cutting off women’s access to safe and
legal abortion care.

Yet, far too many women who cannot afford
to travel elsewhere will face an impossible
choice between carrying an unintended preg-
nancy to term or seeking drastic options out-
side the law.

A right that only exists on paper is no right
at all.

Simply, restricting a women’s right and ac-
cess to legal abortion services discriminately
endangers the lives of women.

Congress should be doing everything it can
to ensure that women have access to preven-
tive care, not eliminating it.

This is a legislative assault on all progres-
sive health care, service, and advocacy orga-
nizations who aim to provide vital care and
services to women and men across this coun-
try.
Hundreds of thousands have already spo-
ken up, including leading groups and commu-
nities such as the growing voice of our millen-
nial generation.

For instance, the nearly 60,000 OB-GYN
physicians and partners in women’s health
warn that this bill would scare providers away
from providing comprehensive, compassionate
care to women, in a time where America des-
perately needs more ob-gyns participating in
Medicaid programs.
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Physicians and experts in the field have
long argued that these damaging measures
serve no medical purpose, interfere in the doc-
tor/patient relationship, and do nothing to pro-
mote women’s health.

My colleagues should not be closing the
door to health care services.

Rather, my colleagues should be doing
more to connect our youth and women to
services that help them reduce their risk of un-
intended pregnancies and STD’s, and improve
their overall health through preventative
screenings, education and planning, and not
restricting their access to lawfully entitled fam-
ily planning and private health services.

Ms. DEGETTE. Madam Speaker, I
yield 1%2 minutes to the distinguished
gentleman from California (Mr. FARR).

Mr. FARR. I thank the gentlewoman
for yielding.

Madam Speaker, there has been a lot
of talk here about a bill that is only
two pages long. You have heard a lot of
talk about and a lot of misstatements
of fact about Planned Parenthood. But
guess what; this bill is really about
giving the States the ability to hurt
women, and it never even mentions
Planned Parenthood. It never mentions
any of the procedures that you have
heard about here on the floor. It mere-
ly gives the States the ability to wipe
out clinics that serve women.

So it isn’t about abortion procedures.
It isn’t about Planned Parenthood. It is
about taking away access to health
care. This bill gives the authority to
States to cut off all of those services if
they specialize in health care for
women.

When is this war on women going to
stop? Your party ought to be ashamed
of its reputation in this country now
that it is really taking on women on
all issues. So on behalf of my wife, my
daughter, and my granddaughter, who
will need access to women’s services—
hopefully not abortion, but if nec-
essary, maybe—I would hope that this
war on women would stop and that all
of us would vote against it.

Oppose this legislation.

Ms. DEGETTE. Madam Speaker, 1
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

We have heard a lot of emotion
today, Madam Speaker, and a lot of
ideas and ugly things being thrown
around, but as a lawyer with legal
training, I did something radical. I ac-
tually read this bill. It didn’t take me
very long, because, as Mr. FARR point-
ed out, it is only two pages long.

I want to talk about what this bill
would really do because this bill would
do far, far more than its proponents
claim that it would do.

Let me say, first of all, there is no
Federal money that is spent on abor-
tion in most cases in the United
States. This has been the law of the
land for a long time. I disagree with
that law because I think it limits full
reproductive health for women who can
least afford it, but that is the law of
the land.

So what are we talking about here?
What we are talking about is States
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being able to deny money to anybody
who is directly or indirectly involved
with abortion services with nongovern-
mental money, with private money
from women and their family, with in-
surance money, with nongovernmental
money.

So here is how this bill would work.
A State could decide that, if a hospital
provided abortions with nongovern-
ment money, it simply wasn’t going to
authorize State money or Medicaid
money to that hospital. I don’t mean
just Medicaid money for women’s serv-
ices; I mean all Medicaid money or
State money, all money for services.

This bill could say that an OB-GYN
who has co-privileges at a hospital that
provides abortion could now not serve
any—any—Medicaid patients. This bill
would say that a doctor who provides
services at a neighborhood healthcare
clinic who has privileges at a hospital
that provides abortion could now be
banned from taking Medicaid patients.
That is how broad this bill is written.

Madam Speaker, what this would do
is it would allow States to terminate
all government funds to any entity
that directly or indirectly provides
abortions with nongovernment dollars.

So what would this do? Well, 72 mil-
lion people in this country are on Med-
icaid right now. These people are men,
these people are women, and these peo-
ple are children. These people are peo-
ple who take women’s medical services
and those who don’t need them. These
72 million Americans risk the loss of
all of their healthcare services under
Medicaid because of this radical bill.

Now, okay, let’s say that won’t really
happen. Let’s say that is just an
overbroad interpretation of the bill. So
then our colleagues on the other side
say, well, let’s just limit ourselves to
community health centers. If we use
this bill to deny funding for Planned
Parenthood, everyone will go to com-
munity health centers. Let’s see how
that would work.

Right now, we have 24 million pa-
tients in this country in community
health centers. The community health
centers themselves tell us, for every
one of those 24 million patients they
are taking, right now they are turning
away seven people. So we have 4.2 mil-
lion Planned Parenthood patients.
Let’s say those 4.2 Planned Parenthood
patients decide to go to the community
health clinics. That is not going to
work.

They tried this in Louisiana. In Lou-
isiana, a Federal judge found there
would be 29 providers for 5,000 women
to get healthcare services. That is un-
tenable, that is unacceptable, and it
puts our Nation’s women’s health at
risk.

Listen, since we have been debating
this bill today, we are 1 hour closer to
a government shutdown, and we have
done nothing to make sure we are not
going to do that. I would suggest that
we refocus our efforts, that we stop
beating up Planned Parenthood, that
we stop beating up women’s health,
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that we get together collectively and
we say: How are we going to keep this
government open? How are we going to
work together to make sure every man
and woman in this country has a good
job, good health insurance, and that
they can provide for their families?
That is what we are elected to do, and
that is what I commit myself to do on
behalf of this body.

Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. PITTS. Madam Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Madam Speaker, we have heard lots
of arguments here on the floor. We
have heard about abortion being a
healthcare issue. Abortion is not a
healthcare issue. Abortion is the most
violent form of death known to man-
kind: death by dismemberment and de-
capitation. It is horrific.

These video clips that we have seen
show the graphic nature of what they
are doing to these little unborn babies
in Planned Parenthood clinics and the
harvesting of their body parts.

You call that humane? It is horrific.
It is barbaric.

Why is this bill necessary? Currently,
CMS is bullying States, telling them
they must include providers of elective
abortions in their Medicaid programs.
This bill empowers States with the
needed flexibility to design their Med-
icaid programs in a manner that is con-
sistent with pro-life values in a State.

The gentleman talked about pa-
tients. Well, a lot of unborn babies are
treated as patients in their mother’s
womb. One lady talked about, what
about individual rights? Well, what
about the rights of these little patients
in the womb?

Madam Speaker, this bill merely
gives States the flexibility to choose to
establish criteria regarding the partici-
pation in its Medicaid program of enti-
ties or persons who perform or partici-
pate in the performance of elective
abortions.

Under this bill, low-income women
and men will still have access to more
than 13,000 federally qualified health
centers in rural health center sites, in
addition to at least 1,200 private and
free charitable clinics. In contrast,
Planned Parenthood has some 665 clin-
ics. They can find health care near
them because these federally qualified
and rural health centers are 20 to every
1 Planned Parenthood clinic.

We have the list of the Members here.
Some of the Members who have spoken
may have one Planned Parenthood
clinic. They may have 56, 44—the list
varies—community health centers who
would get that redistributed money
and provide real health care, as Dr.
HARRIS said.

This bill gives States the flexibility
to design their Medicaid programs in a
manner they choose to serve their Med-
icaid patients. So I strongly urge sup-
port for H.R. 3495, the Women’s Public
Health and Safety Act.

Madam Speaker, I ask unanimous
consent that the question of adopting a
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motion to recommit on H.R. 3495 may
be subject to postponement as though
under clause 8 of rule XX.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania?

There was no objection.

Mr. PITTS. Madam Speaker, I yield
back the balance of my time.

Mr. POE of Texas. Madam Speaker, as
Congress works to defund the nation’s largest
abortion provider—Planned Parenthood,

Following a number of undercover videos
revealing potential baby part sales,

It is only right that we allow states to defund
abortion providers as well.

If the governor of a state believes that fund-
ing these organizations goes against the will
of the people, they should be permitted to do
S0.
That includes funding through Medicaid.
H.R. 3495, the Women’s Public Health and
Safety Act bill simply gives states the flexibility
to do just that.

Women should receive the best healthcare,

But they should not be put at risk, along
with their unborn children, by organizations
who are driven by profit.

The federal government and state govern-
ments should not be forced to have blood on
their hands.

We do not need to fund Planned Parent-
hood, which killed over 327,000 babies in
2013 alone.

And states do not need to do this either.

Instead, we should be sending this money
to health centers that truly have the patients in
mind.

How many more Planned Parenthood scan-
dals do we need before they are cut off from
federal and state dollars?

How many more mothers will be lied to and
babies killed as a result of continued funding?

Planned Parenthood and other abortion pro-
viders, for that matter, must be defunded.

It is our role to protect the most vulnerable
among us—

Unborn children and mothers and families in
crisis alike.

| urge a YES vote on H.R. 3495, the Wom-
en’s Public Health and Safety Act.

And that’s just the way it is.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. All time
for debate has expired.

Pursuant to House Resolution 444,
the previous question is ordered on the
bill, as amended.

The question is on the engrossment
and third reading of the bill.

The bill was ordered to be engrossed
and read a third time, and was read the
third time.

MOTION TO RECOMMIT

Ms. SINEMA. Madam Speaker, I have
a motion to recommit at the desk.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is the
gentlewoman opposed to the bill?

Ms. SINEMA. Madam Speaker, I am
opposed.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Clerk will report the motion to recom-
mit.

The Clerk read as follows:

Ms. Sinema moves to recommit the bill
H.R. 3495 to the Committee on Energy and
Commerce with instructions to report the
same to the House forthwith with the fol-
lowing amendment:
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At the end of the bill, add the following:
SEC. 3. RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.

Nothing in the amendments made by this
Act shall be construed as prohibiting health
care services from being provided to a
woman by an institution, agency, entity, or
person, so long as such services are provided
to protect the health of the woman.

Mr. PITTS (during the reading).
Madam Speaker, I reserve a point of
order against the motion to recommit.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. A point
of order is reserved.

The Clerk will read.

The Clerk continued to read.
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from
Arizona is recognized for 5 minutes in
support of her motion.

Ms. SINEMA. Madam Speaker, this
motion to recommit is the final
amendment to the bill. It will not kill
the bill or send it back to committee.
If this amendment is adopted, the bill
will immediately proceed to final pas-
sage, as amended.

This motion is straightforward and
commonsense. The motion ensures that
nothing in this bill prohibits a wom-
an’s access to healthcare services. This
amendment protects the health of
American women.

I Dbelieve a woman’s personal
healthcare decisions should be decided
by the woman, her family, and her doc-
tor. Women and their families should
be able to make these decisions free
from government interference.

Despite our political differences, pro-
tecting the health, safety, and inde-
pendence of American women is some-
thing that most of us in this Chamber
can readily support. It is what the
American people want and believe.

The American people and people in
my home State of Arizona want Con-
gress to put aside partisanship and
focus on solving our country’s great

challenges. They want Congress to
focus on growing our economy, cre-
ating opportunity for hardworking

families, making college affordable, re-
forming the VA, and strengthening our
military and national security. The list
goes on and on.

It is no surprise that Republicans and
Democrats alike think that Congress is
a mess, but Congress doesn’t have to be
a mess. Congress can produce results
when it puts partisanship aside and
works for the American people.

Earlier this year, we worked together
to find a real solution to the long-term
challenge of reimbursing doctors
through Medicaid. We replaced the
SGR and protected seniors’ access to
health care. That is the kind of success
we can achieve for the American people
if we work together.

We also worked together to help pre-
vent veteran suicide and improve ac-
cess to mental health care for veterans.
The Clay Hunt SAV Act, which passed
with the support of every Member of
Congress, is an important step toward
ending the epidemic of veteran suicide
in our country. That is the kind of
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work we can do for our veterans when
we work together.

We worked together to pass the 21st
Century Cures Act to encourage bio-
medical innovation and the develop-
ment of lifesaving treatments and
cures. This creative, bipartisan ap-
proach cuts through red tape, allowing
innovators to focus on lifesaving dis-
coveries rather than government bu-
reaucracy. These are the solutions we
can create when we work together.

Last night, we passed the PACE Act,
which enables employees at small- and
medium-sized businesses to keep their
health insurance plans. This is the
kind of bipartisan work we can accom-
plish.

If we work together, we can get
things done for the American people.
We can find a long-term sustainable so-
lution to funding our highways and in-
frastructure; we can pass a budget that
creates jobs and opportunity, grows
our economy, and improves our na-
tional security; and we can reform our
broken Tax Code so it provides cer-
tainty, encourages job growth, and en-
ables us to compete on a global scale.

Instead, I've watched Congress fight
once again in a partisan way, without a
bipartisan solution on the horizon.
This is not what Arizonans want. It is
not what the American people want.

I offer this motion today to stand for
something we all agree on, protecting
the health of women, and I ask my col-
leagues to support this reasonable mo-
tion.

Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. PITTS. Madam Speaker, I with-
draw my reservation of a point of
order.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The res-
ervation of the point of order is with-
drawn.

Mr. PITTS. Madam Speaker, I claim
the time in opposition to the gentle-
woman’s motion.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania is recog-
nized for 5 minutes.

Mr. PITTS. Madam Speaker, today,
under the Obama administration’s in-
terpretation of Federal statute, States
are forced to include in their Medicaid
program providers who perform elec-
tive abortions, whether they like it or
not.

The Women’s Public Health and Safe-
ty Act is a commonsense measure that
would allow a State to choose to estab-
lish criteria regarding the participa-
tion in its Medicaid program of entities
or persons who perform or participate
in the performance of elective abor-
tions.

Unlike what some Members on the
other side of the aisle have said, this
bill will not harm women’s access to
health care. Rather, this gives States
more tools to design a Medicaid pro-
gram that fully serves low-income
women and men.

The Women’s Public Health and Safe-
ty Act would put States back in the
driver’s seat and let each State design
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their Medicaid program in a manner
that best meets the needs and respects
the choices and values of the people
within their States.

This bill should be supported by
every Member who believes the States
should be strong, full partners in the
operation of the Medicaid program. If
State taxpayers do not want to include
abortion providers in their Medicaid
program, they should not be forced to
include them.

I urge the Members strongly to vote
“no’” on the motion to recommit.

I yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without
objection, the previous question is or-
dered on the motion to recommit.

There was no objection.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion to recommit.

The question was taken; and the
Speaker pro tempore announced that
the noes appeared to have it.

Ms. SINEMA. Madam Speaker,
that I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this question will be post-
poned.

on

———

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess subject to
the call of the Chair.

Accordingly (at 3 o’clock and 21 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess.

O 1545
AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mrs. WAGNER) at 3 o’clock
and 45 minutes p.m.

———

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE

A message from the Senate by Ms.
Curtis, one of its clerks, announced
that the Senate has passed without
amendment a bill of the House of the
following title:

H.R. 3614. An act to amend title 49, United
States Code, to extend authorizations for the
airport improvement program, to amend the
Internal Revenue code of 1986 to extend the
funding and expenditure authority of the
Airport and Airway Trust Fund, and for
other purposes.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, and the
order of the House of today, pro-
ceedings will resume on questions pre-
viously postponed.

Votes will be taken in the following
order:

The motion to recommit on H.R.
3495; and

Passage of H.R. 3495, if ordered.

H6335

The first electronic vote will be con-
ducted as a 15-minute vote. Any re-
maining electronic vote will be con-
ducted as a 5-minute vote.

———

WOMEN’S PUBLIC HEALTH AND
SAFETY ACT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The un-
finished business is the vote on the mo-
tion to recommit on the bill (H.R. 3495)
to amend title XIX of the Social Secu-
rity Act to allow for greater State
flexibility with respect to excluding
providers who are involved in abor-
tions, offered by the gentlewoman from
Arizona (Ms. SINEMA), on which the
yeas and nays were ordered.

The Clerk will redesignate the mo-
tion.

The Clerk redesignated the motion.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion to recommit.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 184, nays
242, not voting 8, as follows:

[Roll No. 523]

YEAS—184

Adams Fattah Moulton
Aguilar Foster Murphy (FL)
Ashford Frankel (FL) Nadler
Bass Fudge Napolitano
Beatty Gabbard Neal
Becerra Gallego Nolan
Bera Garamendi Norcross
Beyer Graham O’Rourke
Bishop (GA) Grayson Pallone
Blumenauer Green, Al Pascrell
Bonamici Green, Gene Payne
Boyle, Brendan Grijalva Pelosi

F. Gutiérrez Perlmutter
Brady (PA) Hahn Peters
Brown (FL) Hastings Pingree
Brownley (CA) Heck (WA) Pocan
Bustos Higgins Polis
Butterfield Himes Price (NC)
Capps Hinojosa Quigley
Capuano Honda Rangel
Cardenas Hoyer Rice (NY)
Carney Huffman Richmond
Carson (IN) Israel Roybal-Allard
Cartwright Jackson Lee Ruiz
Castor (FL) Jeffries Ruppersberger
Castro (TX) Johnson (GA) Rush
Chu, Judy Johnson, E. B. Ryan (OH)
Cicilline Kaptur Sanchez, Linda
Clark (MA) Keating T.
Clarke (NY) Kennedy Sanchez, Loretta
Clay Kildee Sarbanes
Cleaver Kilmer Schakowsky
Clyburn Kind Schiff
Cohen Kirkpatrick Schrader
Connolly Kuster Scott (VA)
Conyers Langevin Scott, David
Cooper Larsen (WA) Serrano
Costa Lawrence Sewell (AL)
Courtney Lee Sherman
Crowley Levin Sinema
Cuellar Lewis Sires
Cummings Lieu, Ted Slaughter
Davis (CA) Loebsack Smith (WA)
Davis, Danny Lofgren Speier
DeFazio Lowenthal Swalwell (CA)
DeGette Lowey Takai
Delaney Lujan Grisham Takano
DeLauro (NM) Thompson (CA)
DelBene Lujan, Ben Ray ~ Thompson (MS)
DeSaulnier (NM) Titus
Deutch Lynch Tonko
Dingell Maloney, Torres
Doggett Carolyn Tsongas
Doyle, Michael Maloney, Sean Van Hollen

F. Matsui Vargas
Duckworth McCollum Veasey
Edwards McDermott Vela
Ellison McGovern Velazquez
Engel McNerney Visclosky
Eshoo Meeks Walz
Esty Meng Wasserman
Farr Moore Schultz
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Waters, Maxine Welch Yarmuth
Watson Coleman  Wilson (FL)

NAYS—242
Abraham Griffith Palmer
Aderholt Grothman Paulsen
Allen Guinta Pearce
Amash Guthrie Perry
Amodei Hanna Peterson
Babin Hardy Pittenger
Barletta Harper Pitts
Barr Harris Poe (TX)
Barton Hartzler Poliquin
Benishek Heck (NV) Pompeo
Bilirakis Hensarling Posey
Bishop (MI) Herrera Beutler Ratcliffe
Bishop (UT) Hice, Jody B. Renacci
Black Hill Ribble
Blackburn Holding Rice (SC)
Blum Huelskamp Rigell
Bost Huizenga (MI) Roby
Boustany Hultgren Roe (TN)
Brady (TX) Hunter Rogers (AL)
Brat Hurd (TX) Rogers (KY)
Bridenstine Issa Rohrabacher
Brooks (AL) Jenkins (KS) Rokita

Brooks (IN) Jenkins (WV) Rooney (FL)

Buchanan Johnson (OH) Ros-Lehtinen
Buck Johnson, Sam Roskam
Bucshon Jolly Ross
Burgess Jones Rothfus
Byrne Jordan Rouzer
Calvert Joyce Royce
Carter (GA) Katko Russell
Carter (TX) Kelly (MS) Ryan (WI)
Chabot, Kelly (PA) Salmon
Chaffetz King (IA) Sanford
Clawson (FL) King (NY) Scalise
Coffman Kinzinger (IL) Schweikert
Cole Kline Scott, Austin
Collins (GA) Knight Sensenbrenner
Collins (NY) Labrador Sessions
Conaway LaHood Shimkus
Cook LaMalfa Shuster
Costello (PA) Lamborn Simpson
Cramer Lance Smith (MO)
Crawford Latta Smith (NE)
Crenshaw Lipinski Smith (NJ)
Culberson LoBiondo Smith (TX)
Curbelo (FL) Long Stefanik
Davis, Rodney Loudermilk Stewart
Denham Love Stivers
Dent Lucas Stutzman
DeSantis Luetkemeyer Thompson (PA)
DesdJarlais Lummis Thornberry
Diaz-Balart MacArthur Tiberi
Dold Marchant Tipton
Donovan Marino Trott
Duffy Massie Turner
Duncan (SC) McCarthy Upton
Duncan (TN) McCaul Valadao
Ellmers (NC) McClintock Wagner
Emmer (MN) McHenry Walberg
Farenthold McKinley Walden
Fincher McMorris Walker
Fitzpatrick Rodgers Walorski
Fleischmann McSally Walters, Mimi
Fleming Meadows Weber (TX)
Flores Meehan Webster (FL)
Forbes Messer Wenstrup
Fortenberry Mica Westerman
Foxx Miller (FL) Westmoreland
Franks (AZ) Miller (MI) Whitfield
Frelinghuysen Moolenaar Williams
Garrett Mooney (WV) Wilson (SC)
Gibbs Mullin Wittman
Gibson Mulvaney Womack
Gohmert Murphy (PA) Woodall
Goodlatte Neugebauer Yoder
Gosar Newhouse Yoho
Gowdy Noem Young (AK)
Granger Nugent Young (IA)
Graves (GA) Nunes Young (IN)
Graves (LA) Olson Zeldin
Graves (MO) Palazzo Zinke

NOT VOTING—8
Comstock Kelly (IL) Reed
Hudson Larson (CT) Reichert
Hurt (VA) Price, Tom
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Messrs. FORBES, DUNCAN of South
Carolina, ROGERS of Alabama,
DESJARLAIS, WEBSTER of Florida,
and SMITH of Missouri changed their
vote from ‘“‘yea’ to ‘‘nay.”’

Messrs. QUIGLEY, POCAN, and
GRAYSON changed their vote from
“nay’”’ to ‘‘yea.”

So the motion to recommit was re-
jected.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

Stated against:

Mr. HURT of Virginia. Madam Speaker, |
was not present for roll call vote No. 523 on
the motion to recommit with instructions on
H.R. 3495, the Women’s Public Health and
Safety Act. Had | been present, | would have
voted “no.”

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the passage of the bill.

The question was taken; and the
Speaker pro tempore announced that
the ayes appeared to have it.

RECORDED VOTE

Ms. DEGETTE. Madam Speaker, I de-
mand a recorded vote.

A recorded vote was ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. This is a
5-minute vote.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—ayes 236, noes 193,
not voting 5, as follows:

[Roll No. 524]

AYES—236
Abraham Fleming LoBiondo
Aderholt Flores Long
Allen Forbes Loudermilk
Amash Fortenberry Love
Amodei Foxx Lucas
Babin Franks (AZ) Luetkemeyer
Barletta Frelinghuysen Lummis
Barr Garrett MacArthur
Barton Gibbs Marchant
Benishek Gohmert Marino
Bilirakis Goodlatte Massie
Bishop (MI) Gosar McCarthy
Bishop (UT) Gowdy McCaul
Black Granger McClintock
Blackburn Graves (GA) McHenry
Blum Graves (LA) McKinley
Bost Graves (MO) McMorris
Boustany Griffith Rodgers
Brady (TX) Grothman McSally
Brat Guinta Meadows
Bridenstine Guthrie Meehan
Brooks (AL) Hardy Messer
Brooks (IN) Harper Mica
Buchanan Harris Miller (FL)
Buck Hartzler Miller (MI)
Bucshon Heck (NV) Moolenaar
Burgess Hensarling Mooney (WV)
Byrne Herrera Beutler Mullin
Calvert Hice, Jody B. Mulvaney
Carter (GA) Hill Murphy (PA)
Carter (TX) Holding Neugebauer
Chabot Huelskamp Newhouse
Chaffetz Huizenga (MI) Noem
Clawson (FL) Hultgren Nugent
Coffman Hunter Nunes
Cole Hurd (TX) Olson
Collins (GA) Hurt (VA) Palazzo
Collins (NY) Issa Palmer
Conaway Jenkins (KS) Paulsen
Cook Jenkins (WV) Pearce
Costello (PA) Johnson (OH) Perry
Cramer Johnson, Sam Peterson
Crawford Jones Pittenger
Crenshaw Jordan Pitts
Culberson Joyce Poe (TX)
Davis, Rodney Kelly (MS) Poliquin
Denham Kelly (PA) Pompeo
DeSantis King (IA) Posey
DesJarlais King (NY) Price, Tom
Diaz-Balart Kinzinger (IL) Ratcliffe
Duffy Kline Reed
Duncan (SC) Knight Renacci
Duncan (TN) Labrador Ribble
Ellmers (NC) LaHood Rice (S0)
Emmer (MN) LaMalfa Rigell
Farenthold Lamborn Roby
Fincher Lance Roe (TN)
Fitzpatrick Latta Rogers (AL)
Fleischmann Lipinski Rogers (KY)
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Rohrabacher
Rokita
Rooney (FL)
Ros-Lehtinen
Roskam
Ross

Rothfus
Rouzer
Royce
Russell

Ryan (WI)
Salmon
Sanford
Scalise
Schweikert
Scott, Austin
Sensenbrenner
Sessions
Shimkus
Shuster

Adams
Aguilar
Ashford
Bass
Beatty
Becerra
Bera
Beyer
Bishop (GA)
Blumenauer
Bonamici
Boyle, Brendan
F

Brady (PA)
Brown (FL)
Brownley (CA)
Bustos
Butterfield
Capps
Capuano
Cardenas
Carney
Carson (IN)
Cartwright
Castor (FL)
Castro (TX)
Chu, Judy
Cicilline
Clark (MA)
Clarke (NY)
Clay
Cleaver
Clyburn
Cohen
Connolly
Conyers
Cooper
Costa
Courtney
Crowley
Cuellar
Cummings
Curbelo (FL)
Dayvis (CA)
Davis, Danny
DeFazio
DeGette
Delaney
DeLauro
DelBene
Dent
DeSaulnier
Deutch
Dingell
Doggett
Dold
Donovan
Doyle, Michael
F.
Duckworth
Edwards
Ellison
Engel
Eshoo
Esty
Farr
Fattah

Comstock
Hudson
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Simpson
Smith (MO)
Smith (NE)
Smith (NJ)
Smith (TX)
Stewart
Stivers
Stutzman
Thompson (PA)
Thornberry
Tiberi
Tipton
Trott
Turner
Upton
Valadao
Wagner
Walberg
Walden
Walker

NOES—193

Foster
Frankel (FL)
Fudge
Gabbard
Gallego
Garamendi
Gibson
Graham
Grayson
Green, Al
Green, Gene
Grijalva
Gutiérrez
Hahn
Hanna
Hastings
Heck (WA)
Higgins
Himes
Hinojosa
Honda
Hoyer
Huffman
Israel
Jackson Lee
Jeffries
Johnson (GA)
Johnson, E. B.
Jolly
Kaptur
Katko
Keating
Kennedy
Kildee
Kilmer
Kind
Kirkpatrick
Kuster
Langevin
Larsen (WA)
Lawrence
Lee
Levin
Lewis
Lieu, Ted
Loebsack
Lofgren
Lowenthal
Lowey
Lujan Grisham
(NM)
Lujan, Ben Ray
(NM)
Lynch
Maloney,
Carolyn
Maloney, Sean
Matsui
McCollum
McDermott
McGovern
McNerney
Meeks
Meng
Moore
Moulton
Murphy (FL)

NOT VOTING—b5

Kelly (IL)
Larson (CT)
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So the bill was passed.
The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

Walorski
Walters, Mimi
Weber (TX)
Webster (FL)
Wenstrup
Westerman
Westmoreland
Whitfield
Williams
Wilson (SC)
Wittman
Womack
Woodall
Yoder

Yoho

Young (AK)
Young (IA)
Young (IN)
Zeldin

Zinke

Nadler
Napolitano
Neal
Nolan
Norcross
O’Rourke
Pallone
Pascrell
Payne
Pelosi
Perlmutter
Peters
Pingree
Pocan
Polis
Price (NC)
Quigley
Rangel
Rice (NY)
Richmond
Roybal-Allard
Ruiz
Ruppersberger
Rush
Ryan (OH)
Sanchez, Linda
T.
Sanchez, Loretta
Sarbanes
Schakowsky
Schiff
Schrader
Scott (VA)
Scott, David
Serrano
Sewell (AL)
Sherman
Sinema
Sires
Slaughter
Smith (WA)
Speier
Stefanik
Swalwell (CA)
Takai
Takano
Thompson (CA)
Thompson (MS)
Titus
Tonko
Torres
Tsongas
Van Hollen
Vargas
Veasey
Vela
Velazquez
Visclosky
Walz
Wasserman
Schultz
Waters, Maxine
Watson Coleman
Welch
Wilson (FL)
Yarmuth

Reichert
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A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.
PERSONAL EXPLANATION
Mr. LARSON of Connecticut. Madam
Speaker, on September 29, 2015—I was not
present for rollcall votes 521, 522, 523, and
524. If | had been present for these votes, |
would have voted: “nay” on rollcall vote 521,
“nay” on rollcall vote 522, “yea” on rollcall
vote 523, “nay” on rollcall vote 524.

——
O 1630

CONFERENCE REPORT ON H.R. 1735,
NATIONAL DEFENSE AUTHORIZA-
TION ACT FOR FISCAL YEAR 2016

Mr. THORNBERRY submitted the
following conference report and state-
ment on the bill (H.R. 1735) to author-
ize appropriations for fiscal year 2016
for military activities of the Depart-
ment of Defense, for military construc-
tion, and for defense activities of the
Department of Energy, to prescribe
military personnel strengths for such
fiscal year, and for other purposes:

CONFERENCE REPORT (H. REPT. 114-270)

The committee of conference on the dis-
agreeing votes of the two Houses on the
amendment of the Senate to the bill (H.R.
1735), to authorize appropriations for fiscal
year 2016 for military activities of the De-
partment of Defense, for military construc-
tion, and for defense activities of the Depart-
ment of Energy, to prescribe military per-
sonnel strengths for such fiscal year, and for
other purposes, having met, after full and
free conference, have agreed to recommend
and do recommend to their respective Houses
as follows:

That the House recede from its disagree-
ment to the amendment of the Senate and
agree to the same with an amendment as fol-
lows:

In lieu of the matter proposed to be in-
serted by the Senate amendment, insert the
following:

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘National De-
fense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 20167,
SEC. 2. ORGANIZATION OF ACT INTO DIVISIONS;

TABLE OF CONTENTS.

(a) DIVISIONS.—This Act is organized into four
divisions as follows:

(1) Division A—Department of Defense Au-
thorizations.

(2) Division B—Military Construction Author-
ieations.

(3) Division C—Department of Energy Na-
tional Security Authorizations and Other Au-
thorizations.

(4) Division D—Funding Tables.

(b) TABLE OF CONTENTS.—The table of con-
tents for this Act is as follows:

Sec. 1. Short title.

Sec. 2. Organization of Act into divisions, table
of contents.

Sec. 3. Congressional defense committees.

Sec. 4. Budgetary effects of this Act.

DIVISION A—DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE

AUTHORIZATIONS
TITLE [—PROCUREMENT

Subtitle A—Authorization of Appropriations

Sec. 101. Authorization of appropriations.
Subtitle B—Army Programs

Sec. 111. Prioritization of upgraded UH-60
Blackhawk  helicopters within
Army National Guard.

Sec. 112. Roadmap for replacement of A/MH-6
Mission Enhanced Little Bird air-
craft to meet special operations
requirements.
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Sec. 113. Report on options to accelerate re-
placement of UH-60A Blackhawk
helicopters of Army National
Guard.

Sense of Congress on tactical wheeled
vehicle protection kits.

Subtitle C—Navy Programs

Modification of CVN-78 class aircraft
carrier program.

Amendment to cost limitation baseline
for CVN-78 class aircraft carrier
program.

Ezxtension and modification of limita-
tion on availability of funds for
Littoral Combat Ship.

Modification to multiyear procurement
authority for Arleigh Burke class
destroyers and associated systems.

Procurement of additional Arleigh
Burke class destroyer.

Refueling and complex overhaul of the
U.S.S. George Washington.

Fleet Replenishment Oiler Program.

Limitation on availability of funds for
U.S.S. John F. Kennedy (CVN-
79).

Limitation on availability of funds for
U.S.S. Enterprise (CVN-80).

Limitation on availability of funds for
Littoral Combat Ship.

Reporting requirement for Ohio-class
replacement submarine program.

Subtitle D—Air Force Programs

141. Backup inventory status of A-10 air-

craft.

142. Prohibition on availability of funds
for retivement of A-10 aircraft.
Prohibition on availability of funds
for retirement of EC-130H Com-

pass Call aircraft.

Prohibition on availability of funds
for retirement of Joint Surveil-
lance Target Attack Radar Sys-
tem, EC-130H Compass Call, and
Airborne Warning and Control
System aircraft.

Limitation on availability of funds for
F-35A aircraft procurement.

Prohibition on availability of funds
for retirement of KC-10 aircraft.

Limitation on availability of funds for
transfer of C-130 aircraft.

Limitation on availability of funds for
erecutive communications  up-
grades for C-20 and C-37 aircraft.

Limitation on availability of funds for
T-14 Jayhawk aircraft.

Notification of retirement of B-1, B-2,
and B-52 bomber aircraft.

Inventory requirement for fighter air-
craft of the Air Force.

Sense of Congress regarding the
OCONUS basing of F-354 air-
craft.

Subtitle E—Defense-wide, Joint, and
Multiservice Matters
161. Limitation on availability of funds for
Joint Battle Command—Platform.
162. Report on Army and Marine Corps
modernization plan for small
arms.

Sec. 163. Study on use of different types of en-
hanced 5.56mm ammunition by
the Army and the Marine Corps.

TITLE II—RESEARCH, DEVELOPMENT,

TEST, AND EVALUATION

Subtitle A—Authorization of Appropriations
Sec. 201. Authorization of appropriations.

Subtitle B—Program Requirements, Restrictions,
and Limitations

Sec. 211. Centers for Science, Technology, and
Engineering Partnership.

Sec. 114.

Sec. 121.

Sec. 122.

Sec. 123.

Sec. 124.

Sec. 125.

Sec. 126.

127.
128.

Sec.
Sec.

Sec. 129.

Sec. 130.

Sec. 131.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec. 143.

Sec. 144.

Sec. 145.

Sec. 146.
Sec. 147.

Sec. 148.

Sec. 149.

Sec. 150.
Sec. 151.

Sec. 152.

Sec.

Sec.
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Expansion of eligibility for financial
assistance under Department of
Defense Science, Mathematics,
and Research for Transformation
Program to include citicens of
countries participating in the
Technical Cooperation Program.

Ezxpansion of education partnerships
to support technology transfer
and transition.

Improvement to coordination and com-
munication of defense research
activities.

Reauthorization of Global Research
Watch program.

Reauthorization of defense research
and development rapid innovation
program.

Science and technology activities to
support business systems informa-
tion technology acquisition pro-
grams.

Department of Defense technology off-
set program to build and maintain
the military technological superi-
ority of the United States.

Limitation on availability of funds for
F-15 infrared search and track
capability development.

Limitation on availability of funds for
development of the shallow water
combat submersible.

Limitation on availability of funds for
the advanced development and
manufacturing facility under the
medical countermeasure program.

Limitation on availability of funds for
distributed common ground Sys-
tem of the Army.

Limitation on availability of funds for
distributed common ground Sys-
tem of the United States Special
Operations Command.

Limitation on availability of funds for
Integrated Personnel and Pay
System of the Army.

Subtitle C—Reports and Other Matters

231. Streamlining the Joint Federated As-
surance Center.

Demonstration of Persistent Close Air
Support capabilities.

Strategies for engagement with His-
torically Black Colleges and Uni-
versities and Minority-serving In-
stitutions of Higher Education.

Report on  commercial-off-the-shelf
wide-area surveillance systems for
Army tactical unmanned aerial
systems.

Report on Tactical Combat Training
System Increment I1.

Report on technology readiness levels
of the technologies and capabili-
ties critical to the long-range
strike bomber aircraft.

Assessment of air-land mobile tactical
communications and data net-
work requirements and capabili-
ties.

Study of field failures involving coun-
terfeit electronic parts.

Airborne data link plan.

Plan for advanced weapons
nology war games.

Independent assessment of F135 engine
program.

Comptroller General review of auto-
nomic logistics information system
for F-35 Lightning II aircraft.

Sense of Congress regarding facilita-
tion of a high quality technical
workforce.

TITLE III—OPERATION AND

MAINTENANCE

Subtitle A—Authorization of Appropriations
Sec. 301. Authorization of appropriations.

Sec. 212.

Sec. 213.

Sec. 214.

Sec. 215.

Sec. 216.

Sec. 217.

Sec. 218.

Sec. 219.

Sec. 220.

Sec. 221.

Sec. 222.

Sec. 223.

Sec. 224.

Sec.
Sec. 232.

Sec. 233.

Sec. 234.

Sec. 235.
Sec. 236.

Sec. 237.

Sec.

238.

239.
240.

Sec.
Sec. tech-

Sec. 241.

Sec. 242.

Sec. 243.
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Subtitle B—Energy and Environment

Sec. 311. Limitation on procurement of drop-in
fuels.

Southern Sea Otter Military Readiness
Areas.

Modification of energy management
reporting requirements.

Revision to scope of statutorily re-
quired review of projects relating
to potential obstructions to avia-
tion so as to apply only to energy
projects.

Exclusions from definition of ‘‘chem-
ical substance’” under Toxic Sub-
stances Control Act.

Subtitle C—Logistics and Sustainment

322. Repeal of limitation on authority to
enter into a contract for the
sustainment, maintenance, repair,
or overhaul of the F117 engine.

Pilot programs for availability of
working-capital funds for product
improvements.

Subtitle D—Reports

Modification of annual report on
prepositioned materiel and equip-
ment.

Report on merger of Office of Assistant
Secretary for Operational Energy
Plans and Deputy Under Sec-
retary for Installations and Envi-
ronment.

Report on equipment purchased non-
competitively from foreign enti-
ties.

Subtitle E—Other Matters

Prohibition on contracts making pay-
ments for honoring members of
the Armed Forces at sporting
events.

Military animals: transfer and adop-
tion.

Temporary authority to extend con-
tracts and leases under the ARMS
Initiative.

Improvements to Department of De-
fense excess property disposal.
Limitation on use of funds for Depart-
ment of Defense sponsorships, ad-
vertising, or marketing associated
with sports-related organizations

or sporting events.

Reduction in amounts available for
Department of Defense head-
quarters, administrative, and sup-
port activities.

TITLE IV—MILITARY PERSONNEL
AUTHORIZATIONS

Subtitle A—Active Forces

End strengths for active forces.

Revisions in permanent active duty
end strength minimum levels.

Subtitle B—Reserve Forces

End strengths for Selected Reserve.

End strengths for reserves on active
duty in support of the reserves.

End strengths for military technicians
(dual status).

Fiscal year 2016 limitation on number
of non-dual status technicians.
Maximum number of reserve personnel

authorized to be on active duty
for operational support.
Subtitle C—Authorication of Appropriations

Sec. 421. Military personnel.

Sec. 422. Report on force structure of the Army.
TITLE V—MILITARY PERSONNEL POLICY
Subtitle A—Officer Personnel Policy
Sec. 501. Reinstatement of enhanced authority
for selective early discharge of

warrant officers.

Sec. 502. Equitable treatment of junior officers

excluded from an all-fully-quali-

fied-officers list because of admin-
istrative error.

Sec. 312.

Sec. 313.

Sec. 314.

Sec. 315.

Sec.

Sec. 323.

Sec. 331.

Sec. 332.

Sec. 333.

Sec. 341.

Sec. 342.

Sec. 343.

Sec. 344.

Sec. 345.

Sec. 346.

Sec.
Sec.

401.
402.

Sec.
Sec.

411.
412.
Sec. 413.
Sec. 414.

Sec. 415.
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Sec. 503. Enhanced flexibility for determination
of officers to continue on active
duty and for selective early retire-
ment and early discharge.

Sec. 504. Authority to defer until age 68 manda-
tory retirement for age of a gen-
eral or flag officer serving as
Chief or Deputy Chief of Chap-
lains of the Army, Navy, or Air
Force.

Sec. 505. General rule for warrant officer retire-
ment in highest grade held satis-
factorily.

Sec. 506. Implementation of Comptroller Gen-
eral recommendation on the defi-
nition and availability of costs as-
sociated with general and flag of-
ficers and their aides.

Subtitle B—Reserve Component Management

Sec. 511. Continued service in the Ready Re-
serve by Members of Congress who
are also members of the Ready Re-

serve.

Sec. 512. Clarification of purpose of reserve
component special selection
boards as limited to correction of
error at a mandatory promotion
board.

Sec. 513. Increase in number of days of active

duty required to be performed by
reserve component members for
duty to be considered Federal
service for purposes of unemploy-
ment  compensation  for exr-
servicemembers.

514. Temporary authority to use Air Force
reserve component personnel to
provide training and instruction
regarding pilot training.

515. Assessment of Military Compensation
and Retirement Modernization
Commission recommendation re-
garding consolidation of authori-
ties to order members of reserve
components to perform duty.

Subtitle C—General Service Authorities

521. Limited authority for Secretary con-
cerned to initiate applications for
correction of military records.

Temporary authority to develop and
provide additional recruitment in-
centives.

Expansion of authority to conduct
pilot programs on career flexi-
bility to enhance retention of
members of the Armed Forces.

Modification of mnotice and wait re-
quirements for change in ground
combat exclusion policy for female
members of the Armed Forces.

Role of Secretary of Defense in devel-
opment of gender-neutral occupa-
tional standards.

Establishment of process by which
members of the Armed Forces may
carry an appropriate firearm on a
military installation.

Establishment of breastfeeding policy
for the Department of the Army.

Sense of Congress recognizing the di-
versity of the members of the
Armed Forces.

Subtitle D—Military Justice, Including Sexual
Assault and Domestic Violence Prevention
and Response

Sec. 531. Enforcement of certain crime victim
rights by the Court of Criminal
Appeals.

Sec. 532. Department of Defense civilian em-
ployee access to Special Victims’
Counsel.

Sec. 533. Authority of Special Victims’ Counsel
to provide legal consultation and
assistance in connection with var-
ious Government proceedings.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec. 522.

Sec. 523.

Sec. 524.

Sec. 525.

Sec. 526.

527.

Sec.

Sec. 528.
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Timely notification to victims of sex-
related offenses of the availability
of assistance from Special Victims’
Counsel.

Additional improvements to Special
Victims’ Counsel program.

Enhancement of confidentiality of re-
stricted reporting of sexual as-
sault in the military.

Modification of deadline for establish-
ment of Defense Advisory Com-
mittee on Investigation, Prosecu-
tion, and Defense of Sexual As-
sault in the Armed Forces.

Improved Department of Defense pre-
vention and response to sexual as-
saults in which the victim is a
male member of the Armed Forces.

Preventing retaliation against mem-
bers of the Armed Forces who re-
port or intervene on behalf of the
victim of an alleged sex-related of-
fence.

Sexual assault prevention and re-
sponse training for administrators
and instructors of Senior Reserve
Officers’ Training Corps.

Retention of case motes in investiga-
tions of sex-related offenses in-
volving members of the Army,
Navy, Air Force, or Marine Corps.

Comptroller General of the United
States reports on prevention and
response to sexual assault by the
Army National Guard and the
Army Reserve.

Improved implementation of changes
to Uniform Code of Military Jus-
tice.

Modification of Rule 104 of the Rules
for Courts-Martial to establish
certain prohibitions concerning
evaluations of Special Victims’
Counsel.

Modification of Rule 304 of the Mili-
tary Rules of Evidence relating to
the corroboration of a confession
or admission.

Subtitle E—Member Education, Training, and
Transition

551. Enhancements to Yellow Ribbon Re-

integration Program.

552. Availability of preseparation coun-
seling for members of the Armed
Forces discharged or released
after limited active duty.

Availability of additional training op-
portunities under Transition As-
sistance Program.

Modification of requirement for in-
resident instruction for courses of
instruction offered as part of
Phase II joint professional mili-
tary education.

Termination of program of educational
assistance for reserve component
members supporting contingency
operations and other operations.

Appointments to military service acad-
emies from nominations made by
Delegates in Congress from the
Virgin Islands, Guam, American
Samoa, and the Commonwealth of
the Northern Mariana Islands.

Support for athletic programs of the
United States Military Academy.

Condition on admission of defense in-
dustry civilians to attend the
United States Air Force Institute
of Technology.

Quality assurance of certification pro-
grams and standards for profes-
sional credentials obtained by
members of the Armed Forces.

Prohibition on receipt of unemploy-
ment insurance while receiving
post-9/11 education assistance.

Sec. 534.

535.

Sec.

Sec. 536.

Sec. 537.

Sec. 538.

Sec. 539.

Sec. 540.

Sec. 541.

Sec. 542.

Sec. 543.

Sec. 544.

Sec. 545.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec. 553.

Sec. 554.

Sec. 555.

Sec. 556.

Sec. 557.

Sec. 558.

Sec. 559.

Sec. 560.
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Sec. 561. Job Training and Post-Service Place-
ment Executive Committee.

Sec. 562. Recognition of additional involuntary
mobilization duty authorities ex-
empt from five-year limit on reem-
ployment vrights of persons who
serve in the uniformed services.

Sec. 563. Expansion of outreach for veterans
transitioning from serving on ac-
tive duty.

Subtitle F—Defense Dependents’ Education and

Military Family Readiness Matters

Sec. 571. Continuation of authority to assist
local educational agencies that
benefit dependents of members of
the Armed Forces and Department
of Defense civilian employees.

Sec. 572. Impact aid for children with severe
disabilities.

Sec. 573. Authority to use appropriated funds to
support Department of Defense
student meal programs in domestic
dependent elementary and sec-
ondary schools located outside the
United States.

Sec. 574. Family support programs for imme-
diate family members of members
of the Armed Forces assigned to
special operations forces.

Subtitle G—Decorations and Awards

Sec. 581. Authorization for award of the Distin-
guished-Service Cross for acts of
extraordinary heroism during the
Korean War.

Subtitle H—Miscellaneous Reports and Other
Matters

Sec. 591. Coordination with non-government
suicide prevention organizations
and agencies to assist in reducing
suicides by members of the Armed
Forces.

Extension of semiannual reports on
the involuntary separation of
members of the Armed Forces.

Report on preliminary mental health
screenings for individuals becom-
ing members of the Armed Forces.

Report regarding mnew rulemaking
under the Military Lending Act
and Defense Manpower Data
Center reports and meetings.

Remotely piloted aircraft career field
manning shortfalls.

TITLE VI—COMPENSATION AND OTHER
PERSONNEL BENEFITS
Subtitle A—Pay and Allowances

Sec. 601. No fiscal year 2016 increase in military
basic pay for general and flag of-
ficers.

Sec. 602. Limitation on eligibility for supple-
mental subsistence allowances to

Sec. 592.

Sec. 593.

Sec. 594.

Sec. 595.

members  serving outside the
United States and associated ter-
ritory.

Sec. 603. Phased-in modification of percentage
of national average monthly cost
of housing usable in computation
of basic allowance for housing in-
side the United States.

Sec. 604. Extension of authority to provide tem-
porary increase in rates of basic
allowance for housing under cer-
tain circumstances.

Sec. 605. Availability of information under the
Food and Nutrition Act of 2008.

Subtitle B—Bonuses and Special and Incentive

Pays

Sec. 611. One-year extension of certain bonus
and special pay authorities for re-
serve forces.

Sec. 612. One-year extension of certain bonus
and special pay authorities for
health care professionals.

Sec. 613. One-year extension of special pay and
bonus authorities for nuclear offi-
cers.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

Sec. 614. One-year extension of authorities re-
lating to title 37 consolidated spe-
cial pay, incentive pay, and
bonus authorities.

615. One-year extension of authorities re-
lating to payment of other title 37
bonuses and special pays.

616. Increase in mazximum annual amount
of nuclear officer bonus pay.

617. Modification to special aviation incen-
tive pay and bonus authorities for
officers.

618. Repeal of obsolete authority to pay
bonus to encourage Army per-
sonnel to refer persons for enlist-
ment in the Army.

Subtitle C—Travel and Transportation
Allowances

621. Transportation to transfer ceremonies
for family and next of kin of mem-
bers of the Armed Forces who die
overseas during humanitarian op-
erations.

622. Repeal of obsolete special travel and
transportation allowance for sur-
vivors of deceased members of the
Armed Forces from the Vietnam
conflict.

Sec. 623. Study and report on policy changes to

the Joint Travel Regulations.

Subtitle D—Disability Pay, Retired Pay, and
Survivor Benefits

PART [—RETIRED PAY REFORM

Sec. 631. Modernized retirement system for
members of the uniformed serv-
ices.

Full participation for members of the
uniformed services in the Thrift
Savings Plan.

Lump sum payments of certain retired
pay.

Continuation pay for full TSP mem-
bers with 12 years of service.

Effective date and implementation.

PART II—OTHER MATTERS

Death of former spouse beneficiaries
and subsequent remarriages under
the Survivor Benefit Plan.

Subtitle E—Commissary and Non-Appropriated
Fund Instrumentality Benefits and Operations

Sec. 651. Plan to obtain budget-neutrality for
the defense commissary system
and the military exchange system.

Sec. 652. Comptroller General of the United
States report on the Commissary
Surcharge, Non-appropriated
Fund, and Privately-Financed
Major Construction Program.

Subtitle F—Other Matters

Sec. 661. Improvement of financial literacy and
preparedness of members of the
Armed Forces.

Sec. 662. Recordation of obligations for install-
ment payments of incentive pays,
allowances, and similar benefits
when payment is due.

TITLE VII—HEALTH CARE PROVISIONS

Subtitle A—TRICARE and Other Health Care
Benefits

Access to TRICARE Prime for certain
beneficiaries.

Modifications of cost-sharing for the
TRICARE pharmacy benefits pro-
gram.

Expansion of continued health bene-
fits coverage to include dis-
charged and released members of
the Selected Reserve.

Access to health care under
TRICARE program for
ficiaries of TRICARE Prime.

Expansion of reimbursement for smok-
ing cessation services for certain
TRICARE beneficiaries.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec. 632.

Sec. 633.

Sec. 634.

Sec. 635.

Sec. 641.

Sec. 701.

Sec. 702.

Sec. 703.

704. the

bene-

Sec.

Sec. 705.
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Subtitle B—Health Care Administration

Sec. 711. Waiver of recoupment of erroneous
payments caused by administra-
tive error under the TRICARE
program.

Publication of data on patient safety,
quality of care, satisfaction, and
health outcome measures under
the TRICARE program.

Ezxpansion of evaluation of effective-
ness of the TRICARE program to
include information on patient
safety, quality of care, and access
to care at military medical treat-
ment facilities.

Portability of health plans under the
TRICARE program.

Joint uniform formulary for transition
of care.

Licensure of mental health profes-
sionals in TRICARE program.
Designation of certain mnon-Depart-
ment mental health care providers
with knowledge relating to treat-
ment of members of the Armed

Forces.
718. Comprehensive standards and access
to contraception counseling for
members of the Armed Forces.

Subtitle C—Reports and Other Matters

721. Provision of transportation of depend-
ent patients relating to obstetrical
anesthesia services.

722. Extension of authority for DOD-VA
Health Care Sharing Incentive
Fund.

Ezxtension of authority for Joint De-
partment of Defense-Department
of Veterans Affairs Medical Facil-
ity Demonstration Fund.

Limitation on availability of funds for
Office of the Secretary of Defense.

Pilot program on urgent care under
TRICARE program.

Pilot program on incentive programs
to improve health care provided
under the TRICARE program.

Limitation on availability of funds for
Department of Defense Healthcare
Management Systems Moderniza-
tion.

Submittal of information to Secretary
of Veterans Affairs relating to ex-
posure to airborne hazards and
open burn pits.

Plan for development of procedures to
measure data on mental health
care provided by the Department
of Defense.

Report on plans to improve experience
with and eliminate performance
variability of health care provided
by the Department of Defense.

Comptroller General study on gam-
bling and problem gambling be-
havior among members of the
Armed Forces.

TITLE VIII—ACQUISITION POLICY, ACQUI-
SITION MANAGEMENT, AND RELATED
MATTERS

Subtitle A—Acquisition Policy and Management

Sec. 801. Required review of acquisition-related
functions of the Chiefs of Staff of
the Armed Forces.

Role of Chiefs of Staff in the acquisi-
tion process.

Ezxpansion of rapid acquisition au-
thority.

Middle tier of acquisition for rapid
prototyping and rapid fielding.

Use of alternative acquisition paths to
acquire critical national security
capabilities.

Secretary of Defense waiver of acquisi-
tion laws to acquire vital national
security capabilities.

Sec. 712.

Sec. 713.

Sec. 714.

Sec. 715.
Sec. 716.

Sec. 717.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec. 723.

Sec. 724.

Sec. 725.

Sec. 726.

Sec. 727.

Sec. 728.

Sec. 729.

Sec. 730.

Sec. 731.

Sec. 802.

Sec. 803.
Sec. 804.

Sec. 805.

Sec. 806.
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Sec. 807. Acquisition authority of the Com-
mander of United States Cyber
Command.

Sec. 808. Report on linking and streamlining re-
quirements, acquisition, and
budget processes within Armed
Forces.

Sec. 809. Advisory panel on streamlining and
codifying acquisition regulations.

Sec. 810. Review of time-based requirements
process and budgeting and acqui-
sition systems.

Subtitle B—Amendments to General Contracting
Authorities, Procedures, and Limitations

Sec. 811. Amendment relating to multiyear con-
tract authority for acquisition of
property.

Applicability of cost and pricing data
and certification requirements.

Rights in technical data.

Procurement of supplies for experi-
mental purposes.

Amendments to other transaction au-
thority.

Amendment to acquisition threshold
for special emergency procurement
authority.

Revision of method of rounding when
making inflation adjustment of
acquisition-related dollar thresh-
olds.

Subtitle C—Provisions Related to Major Defense
Acquisition Programs

Sec. 821. Acquisition strategy required for each
major defense acquisition pro-
gram, major automated informa-
tion system, and major system.

Revision to requirements relating to
risk management in development
of major defense acquisition pro-
grams and major systems.

Revision of Milestone A decision au-
thority responsibilities for major
defense acquisition programs.

Revision of Milestone B decision au-
thority responsibilities for major
defense acquisition programs.

Designation of milestone decision au-
thority.

Tenure and accountability of program
managers for program definition
periods.

Tenure and accountability of program
managers for program execution
periods.

Penalty for cost overruns.

Streamlining of reporting requirements
applicable to Assistant Secretary
of Defense for Research and Engi-
neering regarding major defense
acquisition programs.

Configuration Steering Boards for cost
control under major defense ac-
quisition programs.

Repeal of requirement for stand-alone
manpower estimates for major de-
fense acquisition programs.

Revision to duties of the Deputy As-
sistant Secretary of Defense for
Developmental Test and Evalua-
tion and the Deputy Assistant
Secretary of Defense for Systems
Engineering.

Subtitle D—Provisions Relating to Acquisition
Workforce

Sec. 841. Amendments to Department of Defense
Acquisition Workforce Develop-
ment Fund.

Sec. 842. Dual-track military professionals in
operational and acquisition speci-
alities.

Sec. 843. Provision of joint duty assignment
credit for acquisition duty.

Sec. 844. Mandatory requirement for training
related to the conduct of market
research.

Sec. 812.

813.
814.

Sec.
Sec.
Sec. 815.

Sec. 816.

Sec. 817.

Sec. 822.

Sec. 823.

Sec. 824.

Sec. 825.

Sec. 826.

Sec. 827.

828.
829.

Sec.
Sec.

Sec. 830.

Sec. 831.

Sec. 832.

Sec.

Sec.
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845. Independent study of implementation
of defense acquisition workforce
improvement efforts.

846. Extension of authority for the civilian
acquisition workforce personnel
demonstration project.

Subtitle E—Provisions Relating to Commercial

Sec.
Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.
Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Items

851. Procurement of commercial items.

852. Modification to information required
to be submitted by offeror in pro-
curement of major weapon Sys-
tems as commercial items.

853. Use of recent prices paid by the Gov-
ermment in the determination of
price reasonableness.

854. Report on defense-unique laws appli-
cable to the procurement of com-
mercial items and commercially
available off-the-shelf items.

855. Market research and preference for
commercial items.

856. Limitation on conversion of procure-
ments from commercial acquisition
procedures.

857. Treatment of goods and services pro-
vided by mnontraditional defense
contractors as commercial items.

Subtitle F—Industrial Base Matters

861. Amendment to Mentor-Protege Pro-
gram.

862. Amendments to data quality improve-
ment plan.

863. Notice of contract consolidation for
acquisition strategies.

864. Clarification of requirements related to
small business contracts for serv-
ices.

865. Certification requirements for Business
Opportunity Specialists, commer-
cial market representatives, and

procurement center representa-
tives.
866. Modifications to requirements for

qualified HUBZone small business
concerns located in a base closure
area.

867. Joint venturing and teaming.

868. Modification to and scorecard program
for small business contracting
goals.

869. Establishment of an Office of Hearings
and Appeals in the Small Busi-
ness Administration; petitions for
reconsideration of size standards.

870. Additional duties of the Director of
Small and Disadvantaged Busi-
ness Utilization.

871. Including subcontracting goals in
agency responsibilities.

872. Reporting related to failure of contrac-
tors to meet goals under nego-
tiated comprehensive small busi-
ness subcontracting plans.

873. Pilot program for streamlining awards

for innovative technology
projects.

874. Surety bond requirements and amount
of guarantee.

875. Review of Government access to intel-
lectual property rights of private
sector firms.

876. Inclusion in annual technology and
industrial capability assessments
of a determination about defense
acquisition program requirements.

Subtitle G—Other Matters

881. Consideration of potential program
cost increases and schedule delays
resulting from oversight of defense
acquisition programs.

882. Examination and guidance relating to
oversight and approval of services
contracts.

883. Streamlining of requirements relating
to defense business systems.
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Procurement of personal protective
equipment.

Amendments concerning detection and
avoidance of counterfeit elec-
tronic parts.

Ezxception for AbilityOne products
from authority to acquire goods
and services manufactured in Af-
ghanistan, Central Asian States,
and Djibouti.

Effective communication between gov-
ernment and industry.

Standards for procurement of secure
information technology and cyber
security systems.

Unified information technology serv-
ices.

Cloud strategy for Department of De-
fense.

Development period for Department of
Defense information technology
systems.

Revisions to pilot program on acquisi-
tion of military purpose mnon-
developmental items.

Improved auditing of contracts.

Sense of Congress on evaluation meth-
od for procurement of audit or
audit readiness services.

Mitigating potential unfair competi-
tive advantage of technical advi-
sors to acquisition programs.

Survey on the costs of regulatory com-
pliance.

Treatment of interagency and State
and local purchases when the De-
partment of Defense acts as con-
tract intermediary for the General
Services Administration.

Competition for religious services con-
tracts.

Pilot program regarding risk-based
contracting for smaller contract
actions under the Truth in Nego-
tiations Act.

TITLE IX—DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE

ORGANIZATION AND MANAGEMENT

Sec. 901. Update of statutory specification of
functions of the Chairman of the
Joint Chiefs of Staff relating to
joint force development activities.

902. Sense of Congress on the United States
Marine Corps.

TITLE X—GENERAL PROVISIONS
Subtitle A—Financial Matters

1001. General transfer authority.

1002. Accounting standards to value cer-
tain property, plant, and equip-
ment items.

1003. Report on auditable financial state-
ments.

1004. Sense of Congress on sequestration.

1005. Annual audit of financial statements
of Department of Defense compo-
nents by independent external
auditors.

Subtitle B—Counter-Drug Activities

1011. Extension of authority to support
unified counterdrug and counter-
terrorism campaign in Colombia.

1012. Extension and expansion of authority
to provide additional support for
counter-drug activities of certain
foreign governments.

Sec. 1013. Sense of Congress on Central Amer-

ica.
Subtitle C—Naval Vessels and Shipyards

Sec. 1021. Additional information supporting

long-range plans for construction
of naval vessels.

Sec. 1022. National Sea-Based Deterrence Fund.

Sec. 1023. Extension of authority for reimburse-

ment of expenses for certain Navy
mess operations afloat.

Sec. 1024. Availability of funds for retirement or

inactivation of Ticonderoga class

cruisers or dock landing ships.

Sec. 884.

Sec. 885.

Sec. 886.

Sec. 887.

Sec. 888.

Sec. 889.

Sec. 890.

Sec. 891.

Sec. 892.

Sec.
Sec.

893.
894.

Sec. 895.

Sec. 89.

Sec. 897.

Sec. 898.

Sec. 899.

Sec.

Sec.
Sec.

Sec.

Sec.
Sec.

Sec.

Sec.
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Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

1025. Limitation on the use of funds for re-
moval of ballistic missile defense
capabilities  from  Ticonderoga
class cruisers.

1026. Independent assessment of United
States Combat Logistic Force re-
quirements.

Subtitle D—Counterterrorism

1031. Prohibition on use of funds for trans-
fer or release of individuals de-
tained at United States Naval
Station, Guantanamo Bay, Cuba,
to the United States.

Prohibition on use of funds to con-
struct or modify facilities in the
United States to house detainees
transferred from United States
Naval Station, Guantanamo Bay,
Cuba.

Prohibition on use of funds for trans-
fer or release to certain countries
of individuals detained at United
States Naval Station, Guanta-
namo Bay, Cuba.

Reenactment and modification of cer-
tain prior requirements for certifi-
cations relating to transfer of de-
tainees at United States Naval
Station, Guantanamo Bay, Cuba,
to foreign countries and other for-
eign entities.

Comprehensive detention strategy.

Prohibition on use of funds for re-
alignment of forces at or closure
of United States Naval Station,
Guantanamo Bay, Cuba.

Report on current detainees at
United States Naval Station,
Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, deter-
mined or assessed to be high risk
or medium risk.

Reports to Congress on contact be-
tween terrorists and individuals
formerly detained at United
States Nawval Station, Guanta-
namo Bay, Cuba.

Inclusion in reports to Congress of in-
formation about recidivism of in-
dividuals formerly detained at
United States Naval Station,
Guantanamo Bay, Cuba.

Report to Congress on terms of writ-
ten agreements with foreign coun-
tries regarding transfer of detain-
ees at United States Naval Sta-
tion, Guantanamo Bay, Cuba.

Report on use of United States Naval
Station, Guantanamo Bay, Cuba,
and other Department of Defense
or Bureau of Prisons prisons or
detention or disciplinary facilities
in recruitment or other propa-
ganda of terrorist organizations.

Permanent authority to provide re-
wards through government per-
sonnel of allied forces and certain
other modifications to Department
of Defense program to provide re-
wards.

Sunset on exception to congressional
notification of sensitive military
operations.

Repeal of semiannual reports on obli-
gation and expenditure of funds
for the combating terrorism pro-
gram.

1045. Limitation

niques.

1032.

1033.

1034.

1035.

1036.

1037.

1038.

1039.

1040.

1041.

1042.

1043.

1044.

on interrogation tech-

Subtitle E—Miscellaneous Authorities and

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Limitations

1051. Department of Defense excess prop-
erty program.

1052. Sale or donation of excess personal
property for border security ac-
tivities.

1053. Management of military technicians.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.
Sec.

Sec.

1054.

1055.

1056.

1057.

1058.

1059.

Limitation on transfer of certain AH-
64 Apache helicopters from Army
National Guard to regular Army
and related personnel levels.

Authority to provide training and
support to personmel of foreign
ministries of defense.

Information operations and engage-
ment technology demonstrations.

Prohibition on use of funds for retire-
ment of Helicopter Sea Combat
Squadron 84 and 85 aircraft.

Limitation on availability of funds
for destruction of certain land-
mines and report on department
of defense policy and inventory of
anti-personnel landmine muni-
tions.

Department of Defense authority to
provide assistance to secure the
southern land border of the
United States.

Subtitle F—Studies and Reports

1060.

1061.

1062.

1063.

1064.

1065.

1066.

1067.

1068.

1069.

1070.

1071.

1072.

1073.

1074.

1075.

1076.

1077.

1078.

1079.
1080.

1081.

Provision of defense planning guid-
ance and contingency planning
guidance information to Congress.

Expedited meetings of the National
Commission on the Future of the
Army.

Modification of certain reports sub-
mitted by Comptroller General of
the United States.

Report on implementation of the geo-
graphically distributed force
laydown in the area of responsi-
bility of United States Pacific
Command.

Independent study of national secu-
rity strategy formulation process.

Report on the status of detection,
identification, and disablement
capabilities related to remotely pi-
loted aircraft.

Report on options to accelerate the
training of pilots of remotely pi-
loted aircraft.

Studies of fleet platform architectures
for the Navy.

Report on strategy to protect United
States national security interests
in the Arctic region.

Comptroller General briefing and re-
port on major medical facility
projects of Department of Vet-
erans Affairs.

Submittal to Congress of munitions
assessments.

Potential role for United States
ground forces in the Western Pa-
cific theater.

Repeal or revision of reporting re-
quirements related to military per-
sonnel issues.

Repeal or revision of reporting re-
quirements relating to readiness.

Repeal or revision of reporting re-
quirements related to naval ves-
sels and Merchant Marine.

Repeal or revision of reporting re-
quirements related to civilian per-
sonnel.

Repeal or revision of reporting re-
quirements related to nuclear pro-
liferation and related matters.

Repeal or revision of reporting re-
quirements related to acquisition.

Repeal or revision of miscellaneous
reporting requirements.

Repeal of reporting requirements.

Termination of requirement for sub-
mittal to Congress of reports re-
quired of Department of Defense
by statute.

Subtitle G—Other Matters
Technical and clerical amendments.
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Sec

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec

. 1082.

1083.

1064.
1085.

1086.

1087.

1088.

1089.

1090.

1091.

1092.
1093.

1094.

1095.

1096.

. 1097.
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Situations involving bombings of
places of public use, Government
facilities, public transportation
systems, and infrastructure facili-
ties.

Ezxecutive agent for the oversight and
management of alternative com-
pensatory control measures.

Navy support of Ocean Research Ad-
visory Panel.

Level of readiness of Civil Reserve Air
Fleet carriers.

Reform and improvement of personnel
security, insider threat detection
and prevention, and physical se-
curity.

Transfer of surplus firearms to Cor-
poration for the Promotion of
Rifle Practice and Firearms Safe-

ty.

Modification of requirements for
transferring aircraft within the
Air Force inventory.

Reestablishment of Commission to As-
sess the Threat to the United
States from Electromagnetic Pulse
Attack.

Mine countermeasures master plan
and report.

Congressional notification and brief-
ing requirement on ordered evacu-
ations of United States embassies
and consulates involving support
provided by the Department of
Defense.

Interagency Hostage Recovery Coor-
dinator.

Sense of Congress on the inadvertent
transfer of anthrax from the De-
partment of Defense.

Modification of certain requirements
applicable to major medical facil-
ity lease for a Department of Vet-
erans Affairs outpatient clinic in
Tulsa, Oklahoma.

Authorization of fiscal year 2015
major medical facility projects of
the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs.

Designation of construction agent for
certain construction projects by
Department of Veterans Affairs.

Department of Defense strategy for
countering unconventional war-
fare.

TITLE XI—CIVILIAN PERSONNEL MATTERS
Sec. 1101. Procedures for reduction in force of

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

1102.

1103.

1104.

1105.

1106.

1107.

1108.

Department of Defense civilian
personnel.

One-year extension of temporary au-
thority to grant allowances, bene-
fits, and gratuities to civilian per-
sonnel on official duty in a com-
bat zone.

Extension of rate of overtime pay for
Department of the Navy employ-
ees performing work aboard or
dockside in support of the nu-
clear-powered aircraft carrier for-
ward deployed in Japan.

Modification to temporary authorities
for certain positions at Depart-
ment of Defense research and en-
gineering facilities.

Required probationary period for new
employees of the Department of
Defense.

Delay of periodic step increase for ci-
vilian employees of the Depart-
ment of Defense based upon unac-
ceptable performance.

United States Cyber Command work-
force.

One-year extension of authority to
waive annual limitation on pre-
mium pay and aggregate limita-
tion on pay for Federal civilian
employees working overseas.
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Sec. 1109. Pilot program on dynamic shaping of
the workforce to improve the tech-
nical skills and expertise at cer-
tain Department of Defense lab-
oratories.

1110. Pilot program on temporary exchange
of financial management and ac-
quisition personnel.

1111. Pilot program on enhanced pay au-
thority for certain acquisition and
technology positions in the De-
partment of Defense.

1112. Pilot program on direct hire author-
ity for veteran technical experts
into the defense acquisition work-
force.

1113. Direct hire authority for technical ex-
perts into the defense acquisition
workforce.

TITLE XII—MATTERS RELATING TO
FOREIGN NATIONS

Subtitle A—Assistance and Training

1201. One-year extension of logistical sup-
port for coalition forces sup-
porting certain United States mili-
tary operations.

1202. Strategic framework for Department
of Defense security cooperation.

1203. Redesignation, modification, and ex-
tension of National Guard State
Partnership Program.

1204. Extension of authority for non-recip-
rocal exchanges of defense per-
sonnel between the United States
and foreign countries.

1205. Monitoring and evaluation of over-
seas humanitarian, disaster, and
civic aid programs of the Depart-
ment of Defense.

1206. One-year extension of funding limita-
tions for authority to build the
capacity of foreign security
forces.

1207. Authority to provide support to na-
tional military forces of allied
countries for counterterrorism op-
erations in Africa.

1208. Reports on training of foreign mili-
tary intelligence units provided by
the Department of Defense.

Sec. 1209. Prohibition on security assistance to

entities in Yemen controlled by

the Houthi movement.

Subtitle B—Matters Relating to Afghanistan
and Pakistan

Sec. 1211. Extension and modification of Com-
manders’ Emergency Response
Program.

1212. Extension and modification of au-
thority for reimbursement of cer-
tain coalition nations for support
provided to United States military
operations.

1213. Additional matter in semiannual re-
port on enhancing security and
stability in Afghanistan.

1214. Extension of authority to acquire
products and services produced in
countries along a major route of
supply to Afghanistan.

1215. Extension of authority to transfer de-
fense articles and provide defense
services to the military and secu-
rity forces of Afghanistan.

Sec. 1216. Modification of protection for Afghan

allies.

Subtitle C—Matters Relating to Syria and Iraq

Sec. 1221. Extension of authority to support op-
erations and activities of the Of-
fice of Security Cooperation in
Iraq.

Sec. 1222. Strategy for the Middle East and to
counter violent extremism.

Sec. 1223. Modification of authority to provide
assistance to counter the Islamic
State of Iraq and the Levant.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.
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Sec. 1224. Reports on United States Armed
Forces deployed in support of Op-
eration Inherent Resolve.

Sec. 1225. Matters relating to support for the
vetted Syrian opposition.

Sec. 1226. Support to the Government of Jordan
and the Government of Lebanon
for border security operations.

Sec. 1227. Sense of Congress on the security and
protection of Iranian dissidents
living in Camyp Liberty, Iraq.

Subtitle D—Matters Relating to Iran

Sec. 1231. Modification and extension of annual
report on the military power of
Iran.

Sec. 1232. Sense of Congress on the Government
of Iran’s malign activities.

Sec. 1233. Report on military-to-military en-
gagements with Iran.

Sec. 1234. Security guarantees to countries in
the Middle East.

Sec. 1235. Rule of construction.

Subtitle E—Matters Relating to the Russian
Federation

Sec. 1241. Notifications relating to testing, pro-
duction, deployment, and sale or
transfer to other states or non-
state actors of the Club-K cruise
missile system by the Russian
Federation.

Notifications of deployment of nu-
clear weapons by Russian Federa-
tion to territory of Ukrainian Re-
public or Russian territory of
Kaliningrad.

Measures in response to mon-compli-
ance by the Russian Federation
with its obligations under the INF
Treaty.

Modification of notification and as-
sessment of proposal to modify or
introduce new aircraft or sensors
for flight by the Russian Federa-
tion under the Open Skies Treaty.

Prohibition on availability of funds
relating to sovereignty of the Rus-
sian Federation over Crimea.

Limitation on military cooperation
between the United States and the
Russian Federation.

Report on implementation of the New
START Treaty.

Additional matters in annual report
on military and security develop-
ments involving the Russian Fed-
eration.

Report on alternative capabilities to
procure and sustain nonstandard
rotary wing aircraft historically
procured through
Rosoboronexport.

Ukraine Security Assistance Initia-
tive.

Training for Eastern European na-
tional military forces in the course
of multilateral exercises.

Subtitle F—Matters Relating to the Asia-Pacific
Region

Strategy to promote United States in-
terests in the Indo-Asia-Pacific
region.

Requirement to submit Department of
Defense policy regarding foreign
disclosure or technology release of
Aegis Ashore capability to Japan.

South China Sea Initiative.

Subtitle G—Other Matters

Two-year extension and modification
of authorization for mon-conven-
tional assisted recovery capabili-
ties.

Amendment to the annual report
under Arms Control and Disar-
mament Act.

Sec. 1242.

Sec. 1243.

Sec. 1244.

Sec. 1245.

1246.

Sec.

Sec. 1247.

Sec. 1248.

Sec. 1249.

Sec. 1250.

Sec. 1251.

Sec. 1261.

Sec. 1262.

Sec. 1263.

Sec. 1271.

Sec. 1272.
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Ezxtension of authorization to con-
duct activities to enhance the ca-
pability of foreign countries to re-
spond to incidents involving
weapons of mass destruction.

Modification of authority for support
of special operations to combat
terrorism.

Limitation on availability of funds to
implement the Arms Trade Treaty.

Report on the security relationship
between the United States and the
Republic of Cyprus.

Sense of Congress on European de-
fense and the North Atlantic
Treaty Organization.

Briefing on the sale of certain fighter
aircraft to Qatar.

United States-Israel anti-tunnel co-
operation.
NATO Special
quarters.
Increased presence of United States

ground forces in Eastern Europe
to deter aggression on the border
of the North Atlantic Treaty Or-
ganization.
TITLE XIII—COOPERATIVE THREAT
REDUCTION
Sec. 1301. Specification of Cooperative Threat
Reduction funds.

Sec. 1302. Funding allocations.

TITLE XIV—OTHER AUTHORIZATIONS
Subtitle A—Military Programs

1401. Working capital funds.

1402. National Defense Sealift Fund.

1403. Chemical Agents and Munitions De-
struction, Defense.

Drug Interdiction and Counter-Drug
Activities, Defense-wide.

Defense Inspector General.

1406. Defense Health Program.

1407. National Sea-Based Deterrence Fund.

Subtitle B—National Defense Stockpile

1411. Extension of date for completion of
destruction of existing stockpile of
lethal chemical agents and muni-
tions.

Subtitle C—Working-Capital Funds

1421. Limitation on cessation or suspension
of distribution of funds from De-
partment of Defense working-cap-
ital funds.

1422. Working-capital fund reserve account
for petroleum market price fluc-
tuations.

Subtitle D—Other Matters

1431. Authority for transfer of funds to
Joint Department of Defense-De-
partment of Veterans Affairs
Medical Facility Demonstration
Fund for Captain James A. Lovell
Health Care Center, Illinois.

Sec. 1432. Authorization of appropriations for

Armed Forces Retirement Home.

TITLE XV—AUTHORIZATION OF ADDI-

TIONAL APPROPRIATIONS FOR OVER-
SEAS CONTINGENCY OPERATIONS
Subtitle A—Authorization of Appropriations

Sec. 1501. Purpose and treatment of certain au-
thorizations of appropriations.

Procurement.

Research, development,
evaluation.

Operation and maintenance.

Military personnel.

Working capital funds.

Drug Interdiction and Counter-Drug
Activities, Defense-wide.

Defense Inspector General.

1509. Defense Health program.

1510. Counterterrorism Partnerships Fund.
Subtitle B—Financial Matters

1521. Treatment as additional authoriza-
tions.

1522. Special transfer authority.

Sec. 1273.

Sec. 1274.

Sec. 1275.

Sec. 1276.

Sec. 1277.

Sec. 1278.

Sec. 1279.

Sec. 1280. Operations Head-

Sec. 1281.

Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec. 1404.

Sec. 1405.

Sec.
Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.
Sec.

1502.

1503. test, and
1504.
1505.
1506.

1507.

Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec. 1508.
Sec.
Sec.

Sec.

Sec.
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Subtitle C—Limitations, Reports, and Other

Sec
Sec

Sec

Sec

Matters

. 1531. Afghanistan Security Forces Fund.

. 1532. Joint Improvised Explosive Device
Defeat Fund.

. 1533. Awvailability of Joint Improvised Ex-
plosive Device Defeat Fund for
training of foreign security forces
to defeat improvised explosive de-
vices.

. 1534. Comptroller General report on use of
certain funds provided for oper-
ation and maintenance.

TITLE XVI—STRATEGIC PROGRAMS,

CYBER, AND INTELLIGENCE MATTERS

Sec.

Sec.
Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Subtitle A—Space Activities

Major force program and budget for
national security space programs.

Principal advisor on space control.

Council on Owversight of the Depart-
ment of Defense Positioning,
Navigation, and Timing Enter-
prise.

Modification to development of space
science and technology strategy.

Delegation of authority regarding
purchase of Global Positioning
System user equipment.

Rocket propulsion system develop-
ment program.

Exception to the prohibition on con-
tracting with Russian suppliers of
rocket engines for the evolved ex-
pendable launch vehicle program.

Acquisition strategy for evolved ex-
pendable launch vehicle program.

Allocation of funding for evolved ex-
pendable launch vehicle program.

Consolidation of acquisition of wide-
band satellite communications.

Analysis of alternatives for wide-
band communications.

Expansion of goals and modification
of pilot program for acquisition of
commercial satellite communica-
tion services.

Integrated policy to deter adversaries
in space.

Prohibition on reliance on China and
Russia for space-based weather
data.

Limitation on availability of funds
for weather satellite follow-on
system.

Limitations on availability of funds
for the Defense Meteorological
Satellite program.

Streamline of commercial
launch activities.

Plan on full integration and exploi-
tation of overhead persistent in-
frared capability.

Options for rapid space reconstitu-
tion.

Evaluation of exploitation of space-
based infrared system against ad-
ditional threats.

Quarterly reports on Global Posi-
tioning System III space segment,
Global Positioning System oper-
ational control segment, and Mili-
tary Global Positioning System
user equipment acquisition pro-
grams.

1622. Sense of Congress on missile defense

sensors in space.

Subtitle B—Defense Intelligence and
Intelligence-Related Activities

1631. Executive agent for open-source intel-
ligence tools.

1632. Waiver and congressional mnotifica-
tion requirements related to facili-
ties for intelligence collection or
for special operations abroad.

1633. Prohibition on National Intelligence
Program consolidation.

1601.

1602.
1603.

1604.

1605.

1606.

1607.

1608.
1609.
1610.
1611.

1612.

1613.

1614.

1615.

1616.

1617. space

1618.

1619.

1620.

1621.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

1634. Limitation on availability of funds
for Office of the Under Secretary
of Defense for Intelligence.

1635. Department of Defense intelligence
needas.

1636. Report onm management of certain
programs of Defense intelligence
elements.

1637. Report on Air National Guard con-
tributions to the RQ®-4 Global
Hawk mission.

1638. Government Accountability Office re-
view of intelligence input to the
defense acquisition process.

Subtitle C—Cyberspace-Related Matters

1641. Codification and addition of liability
protections relating to reporting
on cyber incidents or penetrations
of networks and information sys-
tems of certain contractors.

Authorization of military cyber oper-
ations.

Limitation on availability of funds
pending the submission of inte-
grated policy to deter adversaries
in cyberspace.

Authorization for procurement of
relocatable Sensitive Compart-
mented Information Facility.

Designation of military department
entity responsible for acquisition
of critical cyber capabilities.

Assessment of capabilities of United
States Cyber Command to defend
the United States from cyber at-
tacks.

Evaluation of cyber vulnerabilities of
major weapon systems of the De-
partment of Defense.

Comprehensive plan and biennial ex-
ercises on responding to cyber at-
tacks.

Sense of Congress on reviewing and
considering findings and rec-
ommendations of Council of Gov-
ernors on cyber capabilities of the
Armed Forces.

Subtitle D—Nuclear Forces

Assessment of threats to National
Leadership Command, Control,
and Communications System.

Organization of nuclear deterrence
functions of the Air Force.

Procurement authority for certain
parts of intercontinental ballistic
missile fuzes.

Prohibition on availability of funds
for de-alerting intercontinental
ballistic missiles.

Assessment of global nuclear environ-
ment.

Annual briefing on the costs of for-
ward-deploying nuclear weapons
in Europe.

Report on the number of planned
long-range standoff weapons.

Review of Comptroller General of the
United States on recommenda-
tions relating to nuclear enter-
prise of the Department of De-
fense.

Sense of Congress on organization of
Navy for nuclear deterrence mis-
sion.

Sense of Congress on the nuclear
force improvement program of the
Air Force.

Senses of Congress on importance of
cooperation and collaboration be-
tween United States and United
Kingdom on nuclear issues and on
60th anniversary of Fleet Ballistic
Missile Program.

Sense of Congress on plan for imple-
mentation of Nuclear Enterprise
Reviews.

Sense of Congress and report on mile-
stone A decision on long-range
standoff weapon.

1642.

1643.

1644.

1645.

1646.

1647.

1648.

1649.

1651.

1652.
1653.

1654.

1655.

1656.

1657.

1658.

1659.

1660.

1661.

1662.

1663.
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Sec. 1664. Sense of Congress on policy on the

nuclear triad.

Sec. 1665. Report relating to the costs associated

with extending the life of the
Minuteman III intercontinental
ballistic missile.

Subtitle E—Missile Defense Programs and Other

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.

Sec.

Sec.
Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.
Sec.
Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

1671.

1672.

1673.

1674.

1675.
1676.
1677.
1678.
1679.

1680.
1661.

1682.

1683.

1684.
1685.
1686.

1687.

1688.

1689.

1690.

Matters

Prohibitions on providing certain
missile defense information to
Russian Federation.

Prohibition on integration of missile
defense systems of Russian Fed-
eration into missile defense Sys-
tems of United States.

Prohibition on integration of missile
defense systems of China into mis-
sile defense systems of United
States.

Limitations on awvailability of funds
for Patriot lower tier air and mis-
sile defense capability of the
Army.

Integration and interoperability of
air and missile defense capabili-
ties of the United States.

Integration and interoperability of
allied missile defense capabilities.

Missile defense capability in Europe.

Availability of funds for Iron Dome
short-range rocket defense system.

Israeli cooperative missile defense
program codevelopment and co-
production.

Boost phase defense system.

Development and deployment of mul-
tiple-object kill vehicle for missile
defense of the United States
homeland.

Requirement to replace capability en-
hancement I exoatmospheric kill
vehicles.

Designation of preferred location of
additional missile defense site in
the United States and plan for ex-
pediting deployment time of such
site.

Additional missile defense sensor cov-
erage for protection of United
States homeland.

Concept development of space-based
missile defense layer.

Aegis Ashore capability development.

Development of requirements to sup-
port integrated air and missile de-
fense capabilities.

Extension of requirement for Comp-
troller General of the United
States review and assessment of
missile defense acquisition pro-
grams.

Report on medium range ballistic mis-
sile defense sensor alternatives for
enhanced defense of Hawaii.

Sense of Congress and report on vali-
dated military requirement and
Milestone A decision on prompt
global strike weapon system.

DIVISION B—MILITARY CONSTRUCTION

Sec.
Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.
Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

2001.
2002.

2003.

AUTHORIZATIONS

Short title.

Expiration of authorications and
amounts required to be specified
by law.

Effective date.

TITLE XXI—ARMY MILITARY

2101.

2102.
2103.

2104.

2105.

CONSTRUCTION

Authorized Army construction and
land acquisition projects.

Family housing.

Improvements to
housing units.

Authorization  of
Army.

Modification of authority to carry
out certain fiscal year 2013
project.

military  family

appropriations,
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Sec. 2106. Extension of authorizations of cer-
tain fiscal year 2012 projects.

2107. Extension of authorizations of cer-
tain fiscal year 2013 projects.

2108. Additional authority to carry out cer-
tain fiscal year 2016 project.

TITLE XXII—NAVY MILITARY
CONSTRUCTION

Authorized Navy construction and
land acquisition projects.

Family housing.

Improvements to
housing units.

Authorization  of
Navy.

Extension of authorizations of cer-
tain fiscal year 2012 projects.

Extension of authorizations of cer-
tain fiscal year 2013 projects.

TITLE XXIII—AIR FORCE MILITARY
CONSTRUCTION

Sec.

Sec.

. 2201.

Sec.
Sec.

2202.

2203. military  family

Sec. 2204. appropriations,

Sec. 2205.

Sec. 2206.

Sec. 2301. Authoriced Air Force construction
and land acquisition projects.

Sec. 2302. Family housing.

Sec. 2303. Improvements to military family
housing units.

Sec. 2304. Authorization of appropriations, Air
Force.

Sec. 2305. Modification of authority to carry
out certain fiscal year 2010
project.

Sec. 2306. Modification of authority to carry
out certain fiscal year 2014
project.

Sec. 2307. Modification of authority to carry
out certain fiscal year 2015
project.

Sec. 2308. Extension of authorization of certain
fiscal year 2012 project.

Sec. 2309. Extension of authorization of certain
fiscal year 2013 project.

Sec. 2310. Certification of optimal location for
Joint Intelligence Analysis Com-
plex and plan for rotation of
forces at Lajes Field, Azores.

TITLE XXIV—DEFENSE AGENCIES
MILITARY CONSTRUCTION

Sec. 2401. Authorized Defense Agencies con-
struction and land acquisition
projects.

Sec. 2402. Authorized energy conservation
projects.

Sec. 2403. Authorization of appropriations, De-
fense Agencies.

Sec. 2404. Modification of authority to carry
out certain fiscal year 2012
project.

Sec. 2405. Extension of authorizations of cer-
tain fiscal year 2012 projects.

Sec. 2406. Extension of authorizations of cer-
tain fiscal year 2013 projects.

Sec. 2407. Modification and extension of au-
thority to carry out certain fiscal
year 2014 project.

Sec. 2408. Modification of authority to carry
out certain fiscal year 2015
project.

TITLE XXV—NORTH ATLANTIC TREATY
ORGANIZATION SECURITY INVESTMENT
PROGRAM

Sec. 2501. Authoriczed NATO construction and

land acquisition projects.

Sec. 2502. Authorization of  appropriations,

NATO.
TITLE XXVI—GUARD AND RESERVE
FORCES FACILITIES

Subtitle A—Project Authorizations and
Authorization of Appropriations

Sec. 2601. Authoriced Army National Guard
construction and land acquisition
projects.

Sec. 2602. Authorized Army Reserve construc-
tion and land acquisition projects.

Sec. 2603. Authorized Navy Reserve and Marine
Corps Reserve construction and
land acquisition projects.
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Sec. 2604. Authorized Air National Guard con-
struction and land acquisition
projects.

Sec. 2605. Authorized Air Force Reserve con-
struction and land acquisition
projects.

Sec. 2606. Authorization of appropriations, Na-
tional Guard and Reserve.

Subtitle B—Other Matters

Sec. 2611. Modification and extension of au-
thority to carry out certain fiscal
year 2013 project.

Sec. 2612. Modification of authority to carry
out certain fiscal year 2015
projects.

Sec. 2613. Extension of authorizations of cer-

tain fiscal year 2012 projects.
Sec. 2614. Extension of authorizations of cer-
tain fiscal year 2013 projects.

TITLE XXVI[—BASE REALIGNMENT AND
CLOSURE ACTIVITIES

Sec. 2701. Authorization of appropriations for
base realignment and closure ac-
tivities funded through Depart-
ment of Defense base closure ac-
count.

Sec. 2702. Prohibition on conducting additional
Base Realignment and Closure
(BRAC) round.

TITLE XXVIII—MILITARY CONSTRUCTION
GENERAL PROVISIONS

Subtitle A—Military Construction Program and
Military Family Housing Changes

Sec. 2801. Revision of congressional notification
thresholds for reserve facility ex-
penditures and contributions to
reflect congressional notification
thresholds for minor construction
and repair projects.

Extension of temporary, limited au-
thority to wuse operation and
maintenance funds for construc-
tion projects outside the United
States.

Defense laboratory modernization
pilot program.

Temporary authority for acceptance
and use of contributions for cer-
tain construction, maintenance,
and repair projects mutually ben-
eficial to the Department of De-
fense and Kuwait military forces.

Conveyance to Indian tribes of
relocatable military housing units
at military installations in the
United States.

Subtitle B—Real Property and Facilities
Administration

Sec. 2811. Protection of Department of Defense

installations.

Sec. 2812. Enhancement of authority to accept
conditional gifts of real property
on behalf of military service acad-
emies.

Utility system conveyance authority.

Leasing of mon-excess property of
military departments and Defense
Agencies; treatment of value pro-
vided by local education agencies
and elementary and secondary
schools.

Force-structure plan and infrastruc-
ture inventory and assessment of
infrastructure mnecessary to sup-
port the force structure.

Temporary reporting requirements re-
lated to main operating bases, for-
ward operating sites, and cooper-
ative security locations.

Exemption of Army off-site use and
off-site removal only non-mobile
properties from certain excess
property disposal requirements.

Sec. 2802.

Sec. 2803.

Sec. 2804.

Sec. 2805.

2813.
2814.

Sec.
Sec.

Sec. 2815.

2816.

Sec.

Sec. 2817.
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Subtitle C—Provisions Related to Asia-Pacific
Military Realignment

Sec. 2821. Limited exception to restriction on
development of public infrastruc-
ture in comnection with realign-
ment of Marine Corps forces in
Asia-Pacific region.

2822. Annual report on Government of
Japan contributions toward re-
alignment of Marine Corps forces
in Asia-Pacific region.

Subtitle D—Land Conveyances

2831. Release of reversionary interest re-
tained as part of conveyance to
the Economic Development Alli-
ance of Jefferson County, Arkan-

Sec.

Sec.

sas.

Sec. 2832. Land exchange authority, Mare Is-
land Army  Reserve Center,
Vallejo, California.

Sec. 2833. Land exchange, Navy Outlying
Landing Field, Naval Air Station,
Whiting Field, Florida.

Sec. 2834. Release of property interests retained

in connection with land convey-
ance, Camp Villere, Louisiana.
2835. Release of property interests retained
in connection with land convey-
ance, Fort Bliss Military Reserva-
tion, Texas.
Subtitle E—Military Land Withdrawals

2841. Additional withdrawal and reserva-
tion of public land, Naval Air
Weapons Station China Lake,
California.

Subtitle F—Other Matters

2851. Modification of Department of De-
fense guidance on use of airfield
pavement markings.

2852. Extension of authority for establish-
ment of commemorative work in
honor of Brigadier General
Francis Marion.

DIVISION C—DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY
NATIONAL SECURITY AUTHORIZATIONS
AND OTHER AUTHORIZATIONS
TITLE XXXI—DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY

NATIONAL SECURITY PROGRAMS

Subtitle A—National Security Programs

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Authorizations

Sec. 3101. National Nuclear Security Adminis-
tration.

Sec. 3102. Defense environmental cleanup.

Sec. 3103. Other defense activities.

Sec. 3104. Nuclear energy.

Subtitle B—Program Authorizations,
Restrictions, and Limitations

Sec. 3111. Improvement to accountability of De-
partment of Energy employees
and projects.

Sec. 3112. Stockpile responsiveness program.

Sec. 3113. Notification of cost overruns and Se-
lected Acquisition Reports for
magjor alteration projects.

Sec. 3114. Root cause analyses for certain cost
0VEerruns.

Sec. 3115. Funding of laboratory-directed re-
search and development pro-
grams.

Sec. 3116. Hanford Waste Treatment and Immo-
bilization Plant contract over-
sight.

Sec. 3117. Use of best practices for capital asset
projects and nuclear weapon life
extension programs.

Sec. 3118. Research and development of ad-
vanced naval nuclear fuel system
based on low-enriched uranium.

Sec. 3119. Disposition of weapons-usable pluto-
nium.

Sec. 3120. Establishment of microlab pilot pro-
gram.

Sec. 3121. Prohibition on availability of funds

for provision of defense nuclear
nonproliferation  assistance to
Russian Federation.
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Sec. 3122. Prohibition on availability of funds
for new fixed site radiological por-
tal monitors in foreign countries.

Sec. 3123. Limitation on availability of funds

for certain arms control and non-
proliferation technologies.

3124. Limitation on availability of funds

for nuclear weapons dismantle-
ment.

Subtitle C—Plans and Reports

3131. Long-term plan for meeting national
security requirements for
unencumbered uranium.

Defense nuclear monproliferation
management plan and reports.
Plan for deactivation and decommis-
sioning of nonoperational defense

nuclear facilities.

Assessment of emergency prepared-
ness of defense nuclear facilities.

Modifications to cost-benefit analyses
for competition of management
and operating contracts.

Interagency review of applications
for the transfer of United States
civil nuclear technology.

Governance and management of nu-
clear security enterprise.

Annual report on number of full-time
equivalent employees and con-
tractor employees.

Development of strategy on risks to
nonproliferation caused by addi-
tive manufacturing.

Plutonium pit production capacity.

Assessments on nuclear proliferation
risks and nuclear nonprolifera-
tion opportunities.

Analysis of alternatives for Mobile
Guardian Transporter program.

TITLE XXXII—DEFENSE NUCLEAR
FACILITIES SAFETY BOARD

3201. Authorication.
3202. Administration of Defense Nuclear
Facilities Safety Board.
TITLE XXXIV—NAVAL PETROLEUM
RESERVES

Authorization of appropriations.

TITLE XXXV—MARITIME
ADMINISTRATION

Authorization of the Maritime Ad-
ministration.

Sense of Congress regarding Maritime
Security Fleet program.

Update of references to the Secretary
of Transportation regarding un-
employment insurance and vessel
operators.

Payment for Maritime Security Fleet
vessels.

Melville Hall of United States Mer-
chant Marine Academy.

Cadet commitment agreements.

Student incentive payment agree-
ments.

3508. Short sea transportation defined.

DIVISION D—FUNDING TABLES

4001. Authorization of amounts in funding
tables.

4002. Clarification of applicability of un-
distributed reductions of certain
operation and maintenance fund-
ing among all operation and
maintenance funding.

TITLE XLI—PROCUREMENT
Sec. 4101. Procurement.
Sec. 4102. Procurement for overseas contingency
operations.
TITLE XLII—RESEARCH, DEVELOPMENT,
TEST, AND EVALUATION

Sec.

Sec.

Sec. 3132.

Sec. 3133.

Sec. 3134.

Sec. 3135.

Sec. 3136.

Sec. 3137.

Sec. 3138.

Sec. 3139.

3140.
3141.

Sec.
Sec.

Sec. 3142.

Sec.
Sec.

Sec. 3401.

Sec. 3501.

Sec. 3502.

Sec. 3503.

Sec. 3504.

Sec. 3505.

3506.
3507.

Sec.
Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec. 4201. Research, development, test, and
evaluation.
Sec. 4202. Research, development, test, and

evaluation for overseas contin-
gency operations.
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TITLE XLIII—OPERATION AND
MAINTENANCE

Sec. 4301. Operation and maintenance.

Sec. 4302. Operation and maintenance for over-
seas contingency operations.

Sec. 4303. Operation and maintenance base re-
quirements.

TITLE XLIV—MILITARY PERSONNEL

Sec. 4401. Military personnel.
Sec. 4402. Military personnel for overseas con-
tingency operations.
TITLE XLV—OTHER AUTHORIZATIONS
Sec. 4501. Other authorizations.
Sec. 4502. Other authorizations for
contingency operations.
TITLE XLVI—MILITARY CONSTRUCTION
Sec. 4601. Military construction.

TITLE XLVII—DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY
NATIONAL SECURITY PROGRAMS

Sec. 4701. Department of Energy national secu-
rity programs.
SEC. 3. CONGRESSIONAL DEFENSE COMMITTEES.

In this Act, the term ‘‘congressional defense
committees’ has the meaning given that term in
section 101(a)(16) of title 10, United States Code.
SEC. 4. BUDGETARY EFFECTS OF THIS ACT.

The budgetary effects of this Act, for the pur-
poses of complying with the Statutory Pay-As-
You-Go Act of 2010, shall be determined by ref-
erence to the latest statement titled ‘‘Budgetary
Effects of PAYGO Legislation” for this Act,
jointly submitted for printing in the Congres-
sional Record by the Chairmen of the House and
Senate Budget Committees, provided that such
statement has been submitted prior to the vote
on passage in the House acting first on the con-
ference report or amendment between the
Houses.

DIVISION A—DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE
AUTHORIZATIONS

TITLE I—PROCUREMENT
Subtitle A—Authorization of Appropriations
Sec. 101. Authorization of appropriations.
Subtitle B—Army Programs

Prioritization of upgraded UH-60
Blackhawk  helicopters within
Army National Guard.

Roadmap for replacement of A/MH-6
Mission Enhanced Little Bird air-
craft to meet special operations
requirements.

Report on options to accelerate re-
placement of UH-60A Blackhawk
helicopters of Army National
Guard.

Sense of Congress on tactical wheeled
vehicle protection kits.

Subtitle C—Navy Programs

Modification of CVN-78 class aircraft
carrier program.

Amendment to cost limitation baseline
for CVN-78 class aircraft carrier
program.

Extension and modification of limita-
tion on availability of funds for
Littoral Combat Ship.

Modification to multiyear procurement
authority for Arleigh Burke class
destroyers and associated systems.

Procurement of additional Arleigh
Burke class destroyer.

Refueling and complex overhaul of the
U.S.S. George Washington.

Fleet Replenishment Oiler Program.

Limitation on availability of funds for
U.S.S. John F. Kennedy (CVN-
79).

Limitation on availability of funds for
U.S.S. Enterprise (CVN-80).

Limitation on availability of funds for
Littoral Combat Ship.

Reporting requirement for Ohio-class
replacement submarine program.

overseas

Sec. 111.

Sec. 112.

Sec. 113.

Sec. 114.

Sec. 121.

Sec. 122.

Sec. 123.

Sec. 124.

Sec. 125.

Sec. 126.

127.
128.

Sec.
Sec.

Sec. 129.

Sec. 130.

Sec. 131.
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Subtitle D—Air Force Programs

141. Backup inventory status of A-10 air-
craft.

Prohibition on availability of funds
for retirement of A-10 aircraft.
Prohibition on availability of funds
for retirement of EC-130H Com-

pass Call aircraft.

Prohibition on availability of funds
for retirement of Joint Surveil-
lance Target Attack Radar Sys-
tem, EC-130H Compass Call, and
Airborne Warning and Control
System aircraft.

Limitation on availability of funds for
F-35A aircraft procurement.

Prohibition on availability of funds
for retirement of KC-10 aircraft.

Limitation on availability of funds for
transfer of C-130 aircraft.

Limitation on availability of funds for
executive communications  up-
grades for C-20 and C-37 aircraft.

Limitation on availability of funds for
T-14 Jayhawk aircraft.

Notification of retirement of B-1, B-2,
and B-52 bomber aircraft.

Inventory requirement for fighter air-
craft of the Air Force.

Sense of Congress regarding the
OCONUS basing of F-35A air-
craft.

Subtitle E—Defense-wide, Joint, and

Multiservice Matters

161. Limitation on availability of funds for
Joint Battle Command—Platform.

162. Report on Army and Marine Corps
modernization plan for small
arms.

163. Study on use of different types of en-
hanced 5.56mm ammunition by
the Army and the Marine Corps.

Subtitle A—Authorization of Appropriations

SEC. 101. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.

Funds are hereby authorized to be appro-
priated for fiscal year 2016 for procurement for
the Army, the Navy and the Marine Corps, the
Air Force, and Defense-wide activities, as speci-
fied in the funding table in section 4101.

Subtitle B—Army Programs
SEC. 111. PRIORITIZATION OF UPGRADED UH-60
BLACKHAWK HELICOPTERS WITHIN
ARMY NATIONAL GUARD.

(a) PRIORITIZATION OF UPGRADES.—Not later
than 180 days after the date of the enactment of
this Act, the Chief of the National Guard Bu-
reau shall issue guidance regarding the fielding
of upgraded UH-60 Blackhawk helicopters to
units of the Army National Guard. Such guid-
ance shall prioritize for such fielding the units
of the Army National Guard with assigned UH-
60 helicopters that have the most flight hours
and the highest annual usage rates within the
UH-60 fleet of the Army National Guard, con-
sistent with the force generation unit readiness
requirements of the Army.

(b) REPORT.—Not later than 30 days after the
date on which the Chief of the National Guard
Bureau issues the guidance under subsection
(a), the Chief shall submit to the congressional
defense committees a report that details such
guidance.

SEC. 112. ROADMAP FOR REPLACEMENT OF A/MH-

6 MISSION ENHANCED LITTLE BIRD
AIRCRAFT TO MEET SPECIAL OPER-
ATIONS REQUIREMENTS.

(a) ROADMAP.—Not later than 90 days after
the date of the enactment of this Act, the Sec-
retary of Defense shall submit to the congres-
sional defense committees a roadmap for replac-
ing A/MH-6 Mission Enhanced Little Bird air-
craft to meet the rotary-wing, light attack, re-
connaissance requirements particular to special
operations.

(b) ELEMENTS.—The roadmap under Sub-
section (a) shall include the following:

Sec.
Sec. 142.

Sec. 143.

Sec. 144.

Sec. 145.

Sec. 146.
Sec. 147.

Sec. 148.

Sec. 149.

Sec. 150.
Sec. 151.

Sec. 152.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.



H6346

(1) An updated schedule and display of pro-
grammed A/MH-6 Block 3.0 modernization and
upgrades, showing usable life of the fleet, and
the anticipated service life extensions of all A/
MH-6 platforms.

(2) A description of current and anticipated
rotary-wing, light attack, reconnaissance re-
quirements and platforms particular to special
operations, including key performance param-
eters of anticipated platforms.

(3) The feasibility of service-common platforms
satisfying future rotary-wing, light attack, re-
connaissance requirements particular to special
operations.

(4) The feasibility of commercially available
platforms satisfying future rotary-wing, light
attack, reconnaissance requirements particular
to special operations.

(5) The anticipated funding requirements for
the special operation forces major force program
for the development and procurement of an A/
MH-6 replacement platform if the service-com-
mon platforms described in paragraph (3) are
not available or if commercially available plat-
forms described in paragraph (4) are leveraged.

(6) A description of efforts as of the date of
the roadmap to coordinate with the military de-
partments on a service-common platform to sat-
isfy replacement platform requirements.

(7) Any other matters the Secretary considers
appropriate.

SEC. 113. REPORT ON OPTIONS TO ACCELERATE
REPLACEMENT OF UH-60A
BLACKHAWK HELICOPTERS OF ARMY
NATIONAL GUARD.

Not later than Mavrch 1, 2016, the Secretary of
the Army shall submit to the congressional de-
fense committees a report containing detailed
options for the potential acceleration of the re-
placement of all UH-60A helicopters of the Army
National Guard by not later than September 30,
2020. The report shall include the following:

(1) The additional funding and quantities re-
quired, listed by each of fiscal years 2017
through 2020, for H-60M production, UH-60A-
to-L RECAP, and UH-60L-to-V RECAP that is
necessary to achieve such replacement of all
UH-60A helicopters by September 30, 2020.

(2) Any industrial base limitations that may
affect such acceleration, including with respect
to the production schedules for the other
variants of the UH-60 helicopter.

(3) The potential effects of such acceleration
on the planned replacement of all UH-60A heli-
copters of the regular components of the Armed
Forces by September 30, 2025.

(4) Identification of any additional funding or
resources required to train members of the Na-
tional Guard to operate and maintain UH-60M
aircraft in order to achieve such replacement of
all UH-60A helicopters by September 30, 2020.

(5) Any other matters the Secretary determines
appropriate.

SEC. 114. SENSE OF CONGRESS ON TACTICAL
WHEELED VEHICLE PROTECTION
KITS.

It is the sense of Congress that—

(1) members of the Army face an increasingly
complex and evolving threat environment that
requires advanced and effective technology to
protect soldiers while allowing the soldiers to ef-
fectively carry out the mission of the Army;

(2) the heavy tactical vehicle protection kits
program provides the Army with improved and
necessary ballistic protection for the heavy tac-
tical vehicle fleet;

(3) a secure heavy tactical vehicle fleet pro-
vides the Army with greater logistical tracta-
bility and offers soldiers the necessary flexibility
to tailor armor levels based on threat levels and
mission requirements; and

(4) as Congress provides for a modern and se-
cure Army, it is necessary to provide the appro-
priate funding levels to meet the tactical
wheeled vehicle protection kits acquisition ob-
jectives of the Army.
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Subtitle C—Navy Programs
SEC. 121. MODIFICATION OF CVN-78 CLASS AIR-
CRAFT CARRIER PROGRAM.

(a) REPORTS ON DESIGN AND ENGINEERING
CHANGES.—Subsection (f) of section 122 of the
John Warner National Defense Authorization
Act for Fiscal Year 2007 (Public Law 109-364;
120 Stat. 2104), as added by section 121(c) of the
National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal
Year 2014 (Public Law 113-66; 127 Stat. 692), is
amended by adding at the end the following
new paragraph:

“(3) CVN-78 CLASS AIRCRAFT CARRIERS CHANGE
ORDERS.—

““(A) As part of each report required under
paragraph (1), the Secretary shall include a de-
scription of new design and engineering changes
to CVN-78 class aircraft carriers if applicable.

“(B) The additional reporting requirement in
subparagraph (A) shall include, with respect to
CVN-78 class aircraft carriers in each reporting
period—

‘(i) any design or engineering change with an
associated cost greater than 35,000,000,

“(ii)) any program or ship cost increases for
each design or engineering change identified in
subparagraph (A); and

““(iii) any cost reduction achieved.

““(C) The Secretary and the Chief of Naval
Operations, without delegation, shall jointly
certify the design and engineering changes in-
cluded in each report under paragraph (1), as
required by subparagraph (A) of this paragraph.
Each certification shall include a determination
that each such change—

‘(i) serves the national security interests of
the United States; and

“(ii) cannot be deferred to a future ship be-
cause of operational necessity, safety, or sub-
stantial cost reduction that still meets threshold
requirements.”’.

(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.—Such sub-
section is further amended—

(1) by striking the heading and inserting the
following mew heading: ‘‘REQUIREMENTS FOR
CVN-78 CLASS AIRCRAFT CARRIERS’’; and

(2) in paragraph (1), by striking the heading
and inserting the following mnew heading:
“CVN-79 QUARTERLY COST ESTIMATE’.

SEC. 122. AMENDMENT TO COST LIMITATION
BASELINE FOR CVN-78 CLASS AIR-
CRAFT CARRIER PROGRAM.

(a) COST LIMITATION.—Section 122(a)(2) of the
John Warner National Defense Authorization
Act for Fiscal Year 2007 (Public Law 109-364;
120 Stat. 2104), as amended by section 121(a) of
the National Defense Authorization Act for Fis-
cal Year 2014 (Public Law 113-66; 127 Stat. 691),
is further amended by striking ‘‘$11,498,000,000°’
and inserting ‘‘$11,398,000,000"°.

(b) FACTOR FOR ADJUSTMENT.—Subsection (b)
of such section 122, as amended by section
121(b)(1) of the National Defense Authorization
Act for Fiscal Year 2014, is amended by adding
at the end the following new paragraph:

“(8) With respect to the aircraft carrier des-
ignated as CVN-79, the amounts of increases not
exceeding $100,000,000 if the Chief of Naval Op-
erations determines that achieving the amount
set forth in subsection (a)(2) (as amended by
section 122(a) of the National Defense Author-
ization Act for Fiscal Year 2016) would result in
unacceptable reductions to the operational ca-
pability of the ship.”’.

SEC. 123. EXTENSION AND MODIFICATION OF LIM-
ITATION ON AVAILABILITY OF
FUNDS FOR LITTORAL COMBAT
SHIP.

Section 124(a) of the National Defense Au-
thorization Act for Fiscal Year 2014 (Public Law
113-66; 127 Stat. 693), as amended by section 123
of the Carl Levin and Howard P. ‘“‘Buck’
McKeon National Defense Authorization Act for
Fiscal Year 2015 (Public Law 113-291; 128 Stat.
3314), is further amended—

(1) by striking ‘‘this Act, the Carl Levin and
Howard P. ‘Buck’ McKeon National Defense
Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2015, or other-
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wise made available for fiscal years 2014 or
2015 and inserting ‘‘this Act, the National De-
fense Authorication Act for Fiscal Year 2016, or
otherwise made available for fiscal years 2014,
2015, or 2016°°; and

(2) by adding at the end the following new
paragraphs:

‘““(6) A Littoral Combat Ship seaframe acquisi-
tion strategy for the Littoral Combat Ships des-
ignated as LCS 25 through LCS 32, including
upgrades to be installed on these ships that were
identified for the upgraded Littoral Combat
Ship, which is proposed to commence with LCS
33.

‘“(7) A Littoral Combat Ship mission module
acquisition strategy to reach the total acquisi-
tion quantity of each mission module.

‘““(8) A cost and schedule plan to outfit Flight
0 and Flight 0+ Littoral Combat Ships with ca-
pabilities identified for the upgraded Littoral
Combat Ship.

‘“(9) A current Test and Evaluation Master
Plan for the Littoral Combat Ship Mission Mod-
ules, approved by the Director of Operational
Test and Evaluation, which includes the per-
formance levels expected to be demonstrated
during developmental testing for each compo-
nent and mission module prior to commencing
the associated operational test phase.”.

SEC. 124. MODIFICATION TO MULTIYEAR PRO-
CUREMENT AUTHORITY FOR
ARLEIGH BURKE CLASS DESTROY-
ERS AND ASSOCIATED SYSTEMS.

Section 123(a) of the National Defense Au-
thorization Act for Fiscal Year 2013 (Public Law
112-239; 126 Stat. 1655) is amended by inserting
“‘or Flight III”’ after “Flight I1IA”.

SEC. 125. PROCUREMENT OF ADDITIONAL
ARLEIGH BURKE CLASS DESTROYER.

(a) PROCUREMENT AUTHORITY.—

(1) ADDITIONAL DESTROYER.—The Secretary of
the Navy may procure one Arleigh Burke class
destroyer, in addition to any other procurement
of such ships otherwise authorized by law, to be
procured either—

(4) as an addition to the contract covering the
10 Arleigh Burke class destroyers authorized to
be procured under section 123 of the National
Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2013
(Public Law 112-239; 126 Stat. 1655); or

(B) under a separate contract in fiscal year
2018.

(2) INCREMENTAL FUNDING.—The Secretary
may employ incremental funding for the pro-
curement authorized under paragraph (1).

(b) CONDITION ON OUT-YEAR CONTRACT PAY-
MENTS.—A contract entered into under sub-
section (a) shall provide that any obligation of
the United States to make a payment under
such contract for any fiscal year after fiscal
year 2016 is subject to the availability of appro-
priations for that purpose for such fiscal year.
SEC. 126. REFUELING AND COMPLEX OVERHAUL

OF THE U.S.S. GEORGE WASH-
INGTON.

(a) REFUELING AND COMPLEX OVERHAUL.—
The Secretary of the Navy may carry out the
nuclear refueling and complex overhaul of the
U.S.S. George Washington (CVN-73).

(b) USE OF INCREMENTAL FUNDING.—With re-
spect to any contract entered into under sub-
section (a) for the nuclear refueling and com-
plex overhaul of the U.S.S. George Washington,
the Secretary may use incremental funding for a
period not to exceed six years after advance pro-
curement funds for such nuclear refueling and
complex overhaul effort are first obligated.

(c¢) CONDITION FOR OUT-YEAR CONTRACT PAY-
MENTS.—Any contract entered into under sub-
section (a) shall provide that any obligation of
the United States to make a payment under the
contract for a fiscal year after fiscal year 2016
is subject to the availability of appropriations
for that purpose for that later fiscal year.

SEC. 127. FLEET REPLENISHMENT OILER PRO-
GRAM.

(a) CONTRACT AUTHORITY.—The Secretary of

the Navy may enter into one or more contracts
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to procure up to six Fleet Replenishment Oilers.
Such procurements may also include advance
procurement for economic order quantity and
long lead time materials, beginning with the
lead ship, commencing not earlier than fiscal
year 2016.

(b) LIABILITY.—Any contract entered into
under subsection (a) shall provide that any obli-
gation of the United States to make a payment
under the contract is subject to the availability
of appropriations for that purpose, and that
total liability to the Government for termination
of any contract entered into shall be limited to
the total amount of funding obligated at the
time of termination.

SEC. 128. LIMITATION ON AVAILABILITY OF
FUNDS FOR U.S.S. JOHN F. KENNEDY
(CVN-79).

(a) LIMITATION.—Of the funds authorized to
be appropriated by this Act or otherwise made
available for fiscal year 2016 for procurement for
the U.S.S. John F. Kennedy (CVN-79),
$100,000,000 may not be obligated or expended
until the date on which the Secretary of the
Navy submits to the congressional defense com-
mittees the certification under subsection (b)(1)
or the notification under paragraph (2) of such
subsection, as the case may be, and the reports
under subsections (c) and (d).

(b) CERTIFICATION REGARDING FULL SHIP
SHOCK TRIALS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Ezxcept as provided by para-
graph (2), not later than 90 days after the date
of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary of
the Navy shall submit to the congressional de-
fense committees a certification that the Navy
will conduct full ship shock trials on the U.S.S.
Gerald R. Ford (CVN-78) prior to the first de-
ployment of such ship.

(2) WAIVER.—The Secretary of Defense may
waive the certification required under para-
graph (1) if the Secretary submits to the con-
gressional defense committees a mnotification of
such waiver, including—

(A) the rationale of the Secretary for issuing
such waiver;

(B) a certification that the Secretary has ana-
lyzed and accepts the operational risk of the
U.S.S. Gerald R. Ford deploying without having
conducted full ship shock trials; and

(C) a certification that full ship shock trials
will be completed on the U.S.S. Gerald R. Ford
after the first deployment of such ship and prior
to the first major maintenance availability of
such ship.

(c) REPORT ON COSTS RELATING TO CVN-79
AND CVN-80.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 90 days after
the date of the enactment of this Act, the Sec-
retary of the Navy shall submit to the congres-
sional defense committees a report that evalu-
ates cost issues related to the U.S.S. John F.
Kennedy (CVN-79) and the U.S.S. Enterprise
(CVN-80).

(2) ELEMENTS.—The report under paragraph
(1) shall include the following:

(A) Options to achieve ship end cost of no
more than $10,000,000,000.

(B) Options to freeze the design of CVN-79 for
CVN-80, with exceptions only for changes due
to full ship shock trials or other significant test
and evaluation results.

(C) Options to reduce the plans cost for CVN-
80 to less than 50 percent of the CVN-79 plans
cost.

(D) Options to transition all non-nuclear Gov-
ernment-furnished equipment, including launch
and arresting equipment, to contractor-fur-
nished equipment.

(E) Options to build the ships at the most eco-
nomic pace, such as four years between ships.

(F) A business case analysis for the Enterprise
Air Search Radar modification to CVN-79 and
CVN-80.

(G) A business case analysis for the two-phase
CVN-79 delivery proposal and impact on fleet
deployments.

(d) REPORT ON FUTURE DEVELOPMENT.—
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(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than April 1, 2016,
the Secretary of the Navy shall submit to the
congressional defense committees a report on po-
tential requirements, capabilities, and alter-
natives for the future development of aircraft
carriers that would replace or supplement the
CVN-78 class aircraft carrier.

(2) ELEMENTS.—The report under paragraph
(1) shall include the following:

(A) A description of fleet, sea-based tactical
aviation capability requirements for a range of
operational scenarios beginning in the 2025
timeframe.

(B) A description of alternative aircraft car-
rier designs that meet the requirements described
under subparagraph (A).

(C) A description of nuclear and non-nuclear
propulsion options.

(D) A description of tonnage options ranging
from less than 20,000 tons to greater than 100,000
tons.

(E) Requirements for unmanned systems inte-
gration from inception.

(F) Developmental, procurement, and lifecycle
cost assessment of alternatives.

(G) A notional acquisition strategy for the de-
velopment and construction of alternatives.

(H) A description of shipbuilding industrial
base considerations and a plan to ensure oppor-
tunity for competition among alternatives.

(I) A description of funding and timing con-
siderations related to developing the Annual
Long-Range Plan for Construction of Naval
Vessels required under section 231 of title 10,
United States Code.

SEC. 129. LIMITATION ON AVAILABILITY OF
FUNDS FOR U.S.S. ENTERPRISE
(CVN-80).

(a) LIMITATION.—Of the funds authorized to
be appropriated by this Act or otherwise made
available for fiscal year 2016 for advance pro-
curement for the U.S.S. Enterprise (CVN-80),
$191,400,000 may not be obligated or expended
until the date on which the Secretary of the
Navy submits to the congressional defense com-
mittees the certification under subsection (b)
and the report under subsection (c).

(b) CERTIFICATION REGARDING CVN-80 DE-
SIGN.—Not later than 90 days after the date of
the enactment of this Act, the Secretary of the
Navy shall submit to the congressional defense
committees a certification that the design of the
U.S.S. Enterprise (CVN-80) will repeat the de-
sign of CVN-79, with modifications only for sig-
nificant test and evaluation results or signifi-
cant cost reduction initiatives that still meet
threshold requirements.

(¢c) REPORT.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 90 days after
the date of the enactment of this Act, the Sec-
retary of the Navy shall submit to the congres-
sional defense committees a report that details
the costs of the plans related to the U.S.S. En-
terprise (CVN-80).

(2) ELEMENTS.—The report under paragraph
(1) shall include the following elements, re-
ported by total cost and cost by fiscal year, with
a detailed description and a justification for
why each cost is recurring and attributable to
the U.S.S. Enterprise (CVN-80):

(A) Overall plans.

(B) Propulsion plant detail design.

(C) Platform detail design.

(D) Lead yard services and hull planning
yard.

(E) Platform detail design (Steam and Electric
Plant Planning Yard).

(F) Other.

SEC. 130. LIMITATION ON AVAILABILITY OF
FUNDS FOR LITTORAL COMBAT
SHIP.

Of the funds authorized to be appropriated by
this Act or otherwise made available for fiscal
year 2016 for research and development, design,
construction, procurement, or advanced pro-
curement of materials for the Littoral Combat
Ships designated as LCS 33 or subsequent, not
movre than 50 percent may be obligated or ex-
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pended until Secretary of the Navy submits to
the Committees on Armed Services of the Senate
and the House of Representatives each of the
following:

(1) A capabilities based assessment, or equiva-
lent report, to assess capability gaps and associ-
ated capability requirements and risks for the
upgraded Littoral Combat Ship, which is pro-
posed to commence with LCS 33. Such assess-
ment shall conform with the Joint Capabilities
Integration and Development System, including
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff Instruc-
tion 3170.01H.

(2) A certification that the Joint Requirements
Oversight Council has validated an updated Ca-
pabilities Development Document for the up-
graded Littoral Combat Ship.

(3) A report describing the upgraded Littoral
Combat Ship modernization, which shall, at a
minimum, include the following elements:

(A) A description of capabilities that the Lit-
toral Combat Ship program delivers, and a de-
scription of how these relate to the characteris-
tics of the future joint force identified in the
Capstone Concept for Joint Operations, concept
of operations, and integrated architecture docu-
ments.

(B) A summary of analyses and studies con-
ducted on Littoral Combat Ship modernization.

(C) A concept of operations for Littoral Com-
bat Ship at the operational level and tactical
level describing how they integrate and syn-
chronize with joint and combined forces to
achieve the Joint Force Commander’s intent.

(D) A description of threat systems of poten-
tial adversaries that are projected or assessed to
reach initial operational capability within 15
years against which the lethality and surviv-
ability of the Littoral Combat Ship should be de-
termined.

(E) A plan and timeline for Littoral Combat
Ship modernization program execution.

(F) A description of system capabilities re-
quired for Littoral Combat Ship modernization,
including key performance parameters and key
system attributes.

(G) A plan for family of systems or systems of
systems synchronization.

(H) A plan for information technology and
national security systems supportability.

(1) A plan for intelligence supportability.

(J) A plan for electromagnetic environmental
effects and spectrum supportability.

(K) A description of assets required to achieve
initial operational capability of a Littoral Com-
bat Ship modernization increment.

(L) A schedule and initial operational capa-
bility and full operational capability definitions.

(M) A description of doctrine, organization,
training, materiel, leadership, education, per-
sonnel, facilities, and policy considerations.

(N) A description of other system attributes.

(4) A plan for future periodic combat systems
upgrades, which are mecessary to ensure rel-
evant capability throughout the Littoral Combat
Ship or Frigate class service lives, using the
process described in paragraph (3).

SEC. 131. REPORTING REQUIREMENT FOR OHIO-
CLASS REPLACEMENT SUBMARINE
PROGRAM.

If the budget of the President submitted to
Congress under section 1105(a) of title 31, United
States Code, for a fiscal year includes a request
for funds for the Ohio-class replacement sub-
marine program, the Secretary of Defense shall
include in the budget justification materials
submitted to Congress in support of the Depart-
ment of Defense budget for such fiscal year a re-
port that includes the following elements re-
garding such program (described in terms of
both fiscal year 2010 dollars and current fiscal
year dollars as of the date of the report):

(1) Lead ship end cost (with plans).

(2) Lead ship end cost (less plans).

(3) Lead ship non-recurring engineering cost.

(4) Average follow-on ship cost.

(5) Average operations and sustainment cost
per hull per year.
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(6) The average follow-on ship affordability
target as determined by the Under Secretary of
Defense for Acquisition, Technology, and Logis-
tics.

(7) The operations and sustainment cost per
hull per year affordability target as determined
by the Under Secretary of Defense for Acquisi-
tion, Technology, and Logistics.

Subtitle D—Air Force Programs
SEC. 141. BACKUP INVENTORY STATUS OF A-10
AIRCRAFT.

(a) MAXIMUM NUMBER.—In carrying out sec-
tion 133(b)(2)(A) of the Carl Levin and Howard
P. “Buck” McKeon National Defense Author-
ieation Act for Fiscal Year 2015 (Public Law
113-291; 128 Stat. 3316), the Secretary of the Air
Force may not move more than 18 A-10 aircraft
in the active component to backup flying status
pursuant to an authorization made by the Sec-
retary of Defense under such section.

(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—Such section
133(b)(2)(A) is amended by striking “36°° and in-
serting ““18”.

SEC. 142. PROHIBITION ON AVAILABILITY OF
FUNDS FOR RETIREMENT OF A-10
AIRCRAFT.

(a) PROHIBITION ON AVAILABILITY OF FUNDS
FOR RETIREMENT.—Except as provided by sec-
tion 141, none of the funds authorized to be ap-
propriated by this Act or otherwise made avail-
able for fiscal year 2016 for the Air Force may be
obligated or expended to retire, prepare to retire,
or place in storage or on backup aircraft inven-
tory status any A-10 aircraft.

(b) ADDITIONAL LIMITATIONS ON RETIRE-
MENT.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided by sec-
tion 141, and in addition to the limitation in
subsection (a), during the period before Decem-
ber 31, 2016, the Secretary of the Air Force may
not retire, prepare to retire, or place in storage
or on backup flying status any A-10 aircraft.

(2) MINIMUM INVENTORY REQUIREMENT.—The
Secretary of the Air Force shall ensure the Air
Force maintains a minimum of 171 A-10 aircraft
designated as primary mission aircraft inven-
tory.

(c) PROHIBITION ON AVAILABILITY OF FUNDS
FOR SIGNIFICANT REDUCTIONS IN MANNING LEV-
ELS.—None of the funds authorized to be appro-
priated by this Act or otherwise made available
for fiscal year 2016 for the Air Force may be ob-
ligated or expended to make significant reduc-
tions to manning levels with respect to any A-
10 aircraft squadrons or divisions.

(d) ADDITIONAL LIMITATION ON SIGNIFICANT
REDUCTIONS IN MANNING LEVELS.—In addition
to the limitation in subsection (c), during the
period before December 31, 2016, the Secretary of
the Air Force may not make significant reduc-
tions to manning levels with respect to any A-
10 aircraft squadrons or divisions.

(e) STUDY ON REPLACEMENT CAPABILITY RE-
QUIREMENTS OR MISSION PLATFORM FOR THE A-
10 AIRCRAFT.—

(1) INDEPENDENT ASSESSMENT REQUIRED.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of the Air
Force shall commission an appropriate entity
outside the Department of Defense to conduct
an assessment of the required capabilities or
mission platform to replace the A-10 aircraft.
This assessment would represent preparatory
work to inform an analysis of alternatives.

(B) ELEMENTS.—The assessment required
under subparagraph (A) shall include each of
the following:

(i) Future needs analysis for the current A-10
aircraft mission set to include troops-in-contact/
close air support, air interdiction, strike control
and reconnaissance, and combat search and res-
cue support in both contested and uncontested
battle environments. At a minimum, the needs
analysis should specifically address the fol-
lowing areas:

(I) The ability to safely and effectively con-
duct troops-in-contact/danger close missions or
missions in close proximity to civilians in the
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presence of the air defenses found with enemy

ground maneuver units.

(II) The ability to effectively target and de-
stroy moving, camouflaged, or dug-in troops, ar-
tillery, armor, and armored personnel carriers.

(I11) The ability to engage, target, and destroy
tanks and armored personnel carriers, including
with respect to the carrying capacity of armor-
piercing weaponry, including mounted cannons
and missiles.

(IV) The ability to remain within visual range
of friendly forces and targets to facilitate re-
sponsiveness to ground forces and minimize re-
attack times.

(V) The ability to safely conduct close air sup-
port beneath low cloud ceilings and in reduced
visibilities at low airspeeds in the presence of
the air defenses found with enemy ground ma-
neuver units.

(VI) The capability to enable the pilot and
aircraft to survive attacks stemming from small
arms, machine guns, man-portable air-defense
systems, and lower caliber anti-aircraft artillery
organic or attached to enemy ground forces and
maneuver units.

(VII) The ability to communicate effectively
with ground forces and downed pilots, including
in communications jamming or satellite-denied
environments.

(VIII) The ability to execute the missions de-
scribed in subclauses (I), (II), (I1I), and (IV) in
a GPS- or satellite-denied environment with or
without sensors.

(IX) The ability to deliver multiple lethal fir-
ing passes and sustain long loiter endurance to
support friendly forces throughout extended
ground engagements.

(X) The ability to operate from unprepared
dirt, grass, and narrow road runways and to
generate high sortie rates under these austere
conditions.

(ii) Identification and assessment of gaps in
the ability of existing and programmed mission
platforms in providing required capabilities to
conduct missions specified in clause (i) in both
contested and uncontested battle environments.

(iii) Assessment of operational effectiveness of
existing and programmed mission platforms to
conduct missions specified in clause (i) in both
contested and uncontested battle environments.

(iv) Assessment of probability of likelihood of
conducting missions requiring troops-in-contact/
close air support operations specified in clause
(i) in contested enviromments as compared to
uncontested environments.

(v) Any other matters the independent entity
or the Secretary of the Air Force determines to
be appropriate.

(2) REPORT.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than September 30,
2016, the Secretary of the Air Force shall submit
to the congressional defense committees a report
that includes the assessment required under
paragraph (1).

(B) FORM.—The report required under Ssub-
paragraph (4) may be submitted in classified
form, but shall also contain an unclassified ex-
ecutive summary and may contain an unclassi-
fied annez.

(3) NONDUPLICATION OF EFFORT.—If any in-
formation required under paragraph (1) has
been included in another report or notification
previously submitted to the congressional de-
fense committees by law, the Secretary of the
Air Force may provide a list of such reports and
notifications at the time of submitting the report
required under paragraph (2) instead of includ-
ing such information in such report.

SEC. 143. PROHIBITION ON AVAILABILITY OF
FUNDS FOR RETIREMENT OF EC-
130H COMPASS CALL AIRCRAFT.

(a) PROHIBITION ON AVAILABILITY OF FUNDS
FOR RETIREMENT.—None of the funds author-
ized to be appropriated by this Act or otherwise
made available for fiscal year 2016 for the Air
Force may be obligated or expended to retire,
prepare to retire, or place in storage or on
backup aircraft inventory status any EC-130H
Compass Call aircraft.
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(b) ADDITIONAL PROHIBITION ON RETIRE-
MENT.—In addition to the prohibition in sub-
section (a), during the period preceding Decem-
ber 31, 2016, the Secretary of the Air Force may
not retire, prepare to retire, or place in storage
or on backup flying status any EC-130H Com-
pass Call aircraft.

(c¢) REPORT ON RETIREMENT OF EC-130H COM-
PASS CALL AIRCRAFT.—Not later than September
30, 2016, the Secretary of the Air Force shall
submit to the congressional defense committees a
report that includes, at a minimum, the fol-
lowing:

(1) The rationale for the retirement of existing
EC-130H Compass Call aircraft, including an
operational analysis of the impact of such re-
tirements on the warfighting requirements of the
combatant commanders.

(2) Future needs analysis for the current EC—
130H Compass Call aircraft electronic warfare
mission set to include suppression of sophisti-
cated enemy air defense systems, advanced
radar jamming, avoiding radar detection, com-
munications, sensing, satellite navigation, com-
mand and control, and battlefield awareness.

(3) A review of operating concepts for airborne
electronic attack.

(4) An assessment of upgrades to the elec-
tronic warfare systems of EC-130H Compass Call
aircraft, the costs of such upgrades, and ex-
pected upgrades through 2025, and the expected
service life of EC-130H Compass Call aircraft.

(5) A review of the global proliferation of more
sophisticated air defenses and advanced com-
mercial digital electronic devices which counter
the airborne electronic attack capabilities of the
United States by state and non-state actors.

(6) An assessment of the ability of the current
EC-130H Compass Call fleet to meet tasking re-
quirements of the combatant commanders.

(7) A plan for how the Air Force will recapi-
talize the capability requirement of the EC-130H
Compass Call mission in the future, whether
through a replacement program or by inte-
grating such capabilities onto an existing plat-
form.

(8) If the plan under paragraph (7) includes
integrating such capabilities onto an existing
platform, an analysis that verifies that such
platform has the space, weight, cooling, and
power mecessary to support the integration of
the EC-130H Compass Call capability.

(9) Such other matters relating to the required
mission capabilities and transition of the EC-
130H Compass Call fleet as the Secretary con-
siders appropriate.

(d) FOrRM.—The report under subsection (c)
may be submitted in classified form, but shall
also contain an unclassified erecutive summary
and may contain an unclassified annezx.

(e) NONDUPLICATION OF EFFORT.—If any in-
formation required in the report under sub-
section (c) has been included in another report
or notification previously submitted to the con-
gressional defense committees by law, the Sec-
retary of the Air Force may provide a list of
such reports and notifications at the time of
submitting the report required under subsection
(c) instead of including such information in
such report.

SEC. 144. PROHIBITION ON AVAILABILITY OF
FUNDS FOR RETIREMENT OF JOINT
SURVEILLANCE TARGET ATTACK
RADAR SYSTEM, EC-130H COMPASS
CALL, AND AIRBORNE WARNING AND
CONTROL SYSTEM AIRCRAFT.

(a) PROHIBITION.—Except as provided by sub-
section (b), none of the funds authoriced to be
appropriated by this Act or otherwise made
available for fiscal years 2016 or 2017 for the Air
Force may be obligated or expended to retire, or
prepare to retire, any covered aircraft.

(b) EXCEPTION.—The prohibition in subsection
(a) shall not apply to individual covered aircraft
that the Secretary of the Air Force determines,
on a case-by-case basis, to be mon-operational
because of mishaps, other damage, or being un-
economical to repair.
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(c) COVERED AIRCRAFT.—In this section, the
term ‘“‘covered aircraft’’ means the following:

(1) Joint Surveillance Target Attack Radar
System aircraft.

(2) EC-130H Compass Call aircraft.

(3) Airborne Warning and Control System air-
craft.
SEC. 145. LIMITATION ON AVAILABILITY OF

FUNDS FOR F-35A AIRCRAFT PRO-
CUREMENT.

Of the funds authorized to be appropriated by
this Act or otherwise made available for fiscal
year 2016 for aircraft procurement, Air Force,
not more than $4,285,000,000 may be obligated
for the procurement of F-35A aircraft until the
Secretary of the Air Force certifies to the con-
gressional defense committees that F-35A air-
craft delivered during fiscal year 2018 will have
full combat capability, as determined as of the
date of the enactment of this Act, with Block 3F
hardware, software, and weapons carriage.

SEC. 146. PROHIBITION ON AVAILABILITY OF
FUNDS FOR RETIREMENT OF KC-10
AIRCRAFT.

(a) PROHIBITION.—Except as provided by sub-
section (b), none of the funds authorized to be
appropriated by this Act or otherwise made
available for fiscal years 2016 or 2017 for the Air
Force may be obligated or expended to retire, or
prepare to retire, any KC-10 aircraft.

(b) EXCEPTION.—The prohibition in subsection
(a) shall not apply to individual KC-10 aircraft
that the Secretary of the Air Force determines,
on a case-by-case basis, to be mon-operational
because of mishaps, other damage, or being un-
economical to repair.

SEC. 147. LIMITATION ON AVAILABILITY OF
FUNDS FOR TRANSFER OF C-130 AIR-
CRAFT.

None of the funds authoriced to be appro-
priated by this Act or otherwise made available
for fiscal year 2016 for the Air Force may be ob-
ligated or expended to transfer from one facility
of the Department of Defense to another any C-
130H aircraft, initiate any C-130 manpower au-
thorization adjustments, retire or prepare to re-
tire any C-130H aircraft, or close any C-130H
unit until a period of 90 days elapses following
the date on which the Secretary of the Air
Force, the Secretary of the Army, the Chief of
Staff of the Air Force, and the Chief of Staff of
the Army, in consultation with the commanders
of the XVIII Airborne Corps, the 82nd Airborne
Division, and the United States Army Special
Operations Command, jointly certify to the
Committees on Armed Services of the Senate and
the House of Representatives that—

(1) the Secretary of the Air Force will main-
tain dedicated C-130 wings to support the daily
training and contingency requirements of the
XVIII Airborne Corps, the 82nd Airborne Divi-
sion, and the United States Army Special Oper-
ations Command at manning levels required to
support and operate the number of aircraft that
eristed as part of regular and reserve Air Force
operations in support of such units as of Sep-
tember 30, 2014; or

(2) the failure to maintain such dedicated C-—
130 wings will not adversely affect the daily
training requirement of such airborne and spe-
cial operations units.

SEC. 148. LIMITATION ON AVAILABILITY OF
FUNDS FOR EXECUTIVE COMMU-
NICATIONS UPGRADES FOR C-20 AND
C-37 AIRCRAFT.

(a) LIMITATION.—Except as provided by sub-
section (b), none of the funds authorized to be
appropriated by this Act or otherwise made
available for fiscal year 2016 for the Air Force
may be obligated or expended to upgrade the ex-
ecutive communications of C-20 and C-37 air-
craft until the date on which the Secretary of
the Air Force certifies in writing to the congres-
sional defense committees that such upgrades do
not—

(1) cause such aircraft to exceed any weight
limitation; or

(2) reduce the operational capability of such
aircraft.
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(b) WAIVER.—The Secretary may waive the
limitation in subsection (a) if the Secretary—

(1) determines that such waiver is mecessary
for the national security interests of the United
States; and

(2) notifies the congressional defense commit-
tees of such waiver.

SEC. 149. LIMITATION ON AVAILABILITY OF
FUNDS FOR T-1A JAYHAWK AIR-
CRAFT.

Of the funds authorized to be appropriated by
this Act or otherwise made available for fiscal
year 2016 for aircraft procurement, Air Force,
for avionics modification to the T-1A Jayhawk
aircraft, not more than 85 percent may be obli-
gated or expended until a period of 30 days has
elapsed following the date on which the Sec-
retary of the Air Force submits to the congres-
sional defense committees the report required
under section 142 of the Carl Levin and Howard
P. “Buck’ McKeon National Defense Author-
ication Act for Fiscal Year 2015 (Public Law
113-291; 128 Stat. 3320).

SEC. 150. NOTIFICATION OF RETIREMENT OF B-1,
B-2, AND B-52 BOMBER AIRCRAFT.

(a) NOTIFICATION.—Except as provided by
subsection (b), during the period preceding the
date on which the long-range strike bomber air-
craft achieves initial operational capability, the
Secretary of the Air Force may not retire or pre-
pare to retire covered aircraft during a fiscal
year unless the Secretary includes in the defense
budget materials for that fiscal year a notifica-
tion of the proposed retirement, including the
rationale for the retirement, the effects of the re-
tirement, and how the Secretary will mitigate
any risks relating to the retirement.

(b) EXCEPTION.—The notification requirement
in subsection (a) shall not apply to individual
covered aircraft that the Secretary determines,
on a case-by-case basis, to be mon-operational
because of mishaps, other damage, or being un-
economical to repair.

(c) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) The term ‘“‘covered aircraft’’ means B-1, B—
2, and B-52 bomber aircraft.

(2) The term ‘‘defense budget materials’ has
the meaning given that term in section 231(f) of
title 10, United States Code.

SEC. 151. INVENTORY REQUIREMENT FOR FIGHT-
ER AIRCRAFT OF THE AIR FORCE.

(a) INVENTORY REQUIREMENT.—During the
two-year period beginning on October 1, 2015,
the Secretary of the Air Force shall maintain a
total aircraft inventory of fighter aircraft of not
less than 1,900 aircraft, and a total primary mis-
sion aircraft inventory (combat-coded) of mnot
less than 1,100 fighter aircraft.

(b) BUDGET INFORMATION REGARDING RETIRE-
MENT OF FIGHTER AIRCRAFT.—

(1) REPORT.—If the Secretary proposes to re-
tire fighter aircraft in a fiscal year, the Sec-
retary shall include in the materials submitted
in support of the budget of the President for
that fiscal year (as submitted to Congress under
section 1105(a) of title 31, United States Code) a
report setting forth the following:

(A) The rationale and appropriate supporting
analysis for the proposed retirement.

(B) An assessment of the implications of such
retirement for the Air Force, the Air National
Guard, and the Air Force Reserve for the force
mix ratio of fighter aircraft.

(C) Such other matters relating to the pro-
posed retirement as the Secretary considers ap-
propriate.

(2) EXCEPTION.—Paragraph (1) shall not
apply to individual fighter aircraft that the Sec-
retary determines, on a case-by-case basis, to be
non-operational because of mishaps, other dam-
age, or being uneconomical to repair.

(c) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) The term ‘‘fighter aircraft’” means an air-
craft that is designated by a basic mission de-
sign series of A-10, F-15, F-16, F-22, or F-35.

(2) The term ‘‘primary mission aircraft inven-
tory’’ means aircraft assigned to meet the pri-
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mary aircraft authorization to a unit for the

performance of its wartime mission.

SEC. 152. SENSE OF CONGRESS REGARDING THE
OCONUS BASING OF F-35A AIR-
CRAFT.

(a) FINDING.—Congress finds that the Depart-
ment of Defense is continuing its process of per-
manently stationing the F-35 aircraft at instal-
lations in the continental United States and for-
ward-basing such aircraft outside the conti-
nental United States.

(b) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of
Congress that the Secretary of the Air Force, in
the strategic basing process for the F-35A air-
craft, should continue to consider the benefits
derived from sites that—

(1) are capable of hosting fighter-based bilat-
eral and multilateral training opportunities
with international partners;

(2) have sufficient airspace and range capa-
bilities and capacity to meet the training re-
quirements;

(3) have existing facilities to support per-
sonnel, operations, and logistics associated with
the flying mission;

(4) have limited encroachment that would ad-
versely impact training or operations; and

(5) minimize the overall construction and
operational costs.

Subtitle E—Defense-wide, Joint, and

Multiservice Matters
LIMITATION ON AVAILABILITY OF
FUNDS FOR JOINT BATTLE COM-
MAND-PLATFORM.

(a) LIMITATION.—Of the funds authorized to
be appropriated by this Act or otherwise made
available for fiscal year 2016 for joint battle
command-platform equipment, not more than 75
percent may be obligated or expended until a pe-
riod of 30 days has elapsed following the date
on which the Assistant Secretary of the Army
for Acquisition, Technology, and Logistics sub-
mits to the congressional defense committees the
report under subsection (b).

(b) REPORT.—Not later than March 1, 2016,
the Assistant Secretary of the Army for Acquisi-
tion, Technology, and Logistics shall submit to
the congressional defense committees a report
that provides a detailed test and evaluation
plan to address the effectiveness, suitability,
and survivability shortfalls of the joint battle
command-platform identified by the Director of
Operational Test and Evaluation in the fiscal
year 2014 report of the Director submitted to
Congress.

SEC. 162. REPORT ON ARMY AND MARINE CORPS
MODERNIZATION PLAN FOR SMALL
ARMS.

(a) REPORT REQUIRED.—Not later than one
year after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Secretary of the Army and the Secretary of
the Navy shall jointly submit to the Committees
on Armed Services of the Senate and the House
of Representatives a report on the plan of the
Army and the Marine Corps to modernize small
arms for the Army and the Marine Corps during
the 15-year period beginning on the date of such
plan, including the mechanisms to be used to
promote competition among suppliers of small
arms and small arms parts in achieving the
plan.

(b) SMALL ARMS.—The small arms covered by
the plan under subsection (a) shall include the
following:

(1) Pistols.

(2) Carbines.

(3) Rifles and automatic rifles.

(4) Light machine guns.

(5) Such other small arms as the Secretaries
consider appropriate for purposes of the report
required by subsection (a).

(c) NON-STANDARD SMALL ARMS.—In addition
to the arms specified in subsection (b), the plan
under subsection (a) shall also address non-
standard small arms not currently in the small
arms inventory of the Army or the Marine
Corps.

SEC. 161.
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SEC. 163. STUDY ON USE OF DIFFERENT TYPES
OF ENHANCED 5.56MM AMMUNITION
BY THE ARMY AND THE MARINE
CORPS.

(a) USE OF DIFFERENT TYPES OF ENHANCED
5.56MM AMMUNITION.—

(1) STuDY.—Not later than 30 days after the
date of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary
of Defense shall seek to enter into a contract
with a federally funded research and develop-
ment center to conduct a study on the use of
different types of enhanced 5.56mm ammunition
by the Army and the Marine Corps.

(2) SUBMISSION.—Not later than 90 days after
the date on which the contract is entered into
under paragraph (1), the federally funded re-
search and development center conducting the
study under such paragraph shall submit to the
Secretary the study, including any findings and
recommendations of the federally funded re-
search and development center.

(b) REPORT.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 30 days after
the date on which the Secretary receives the
study wunder subsection (a)(2), the Secretary
shall submit to the congressional defense com-
mittees a report on the study.

(2) MATTERS INCLUDED.—The report under
paragraph (1) shall include the following:

(A) The study, including any findings and
recommendations of the federally funded re-
search and development center that conducted
the study.

(B) An explanation of the reasons for the
Army and the Marine Corps to use in combat
two different types of enhanced 5.56mm ammu-
nition.

(C) An explanation of the appropriateness, ef-
fectiveness, and suitability issues that may arise
from the use of such different types of ammuni-
tion.

(D) An explanation of any additional costs
that have resulted from the use of such different
types of ammunition.

(E) An explanation of any future plans of the
Army or the Marine Corps to eventually transi-
tion to using in combat one standard type of en-
hanced 5.56mm ammunition.

(F) If there are no plans described in subpara-
graph (E), an analysis of the potential benefits
of a transition described in such subparagraph,
including the timeline for such a transition to
occur.

(G) Any findings, recommendations, com-
ments, or plans that the Secretary determines
appropriate.

TITLE II—RESEARCH, DEVELOPMENT,

TEST, AND EVALUATION

Subtitle A—Authorization of Appropriations
Sec. 201. Authorization of appropriations.

Subtitle B—Program Requirements, Restrictions,
and Limitations

211. Centers for Science, Technology, and
Engineering Partnership.

Expansion of eligibility for financial
assistance under Department of
Defense Science, Mathematics,
and Research for Transformation
Program to include citicens of
countries participating in the
Technical Cooperation Program.

Expansion of education partnerships
to support technology transfer
and transition.

Improvement to coordination and com-
munication of defense research
activities.

Reauthorization of Global Research
Watch program.

Reauthorization of defense research
and development rapid innovation
program.

Science and technology activities to
support business systems informa-
tion technology acquisition pro-
grams.

Sec.

Sec. 212.

Sec. 213.

Sec. 214.

Sec. 215.

Sec. 216.

Sec. 217.
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Sec. 218. Department of Defense technology off-
set program to build and maintain
the military technological superi-
ority of the United States.

Limitation on availability of funds for
F-15 infrared search and track
capability development.

Limitation on availability of funds for
development of the shallow water
combat submersible.

Limitation on availability of funds for
the advanced development and
manufacturing facility under the
medical countermeasure program.

Limitation on availability of funds for
distributed common ground Sys-
tem of the Army.

Limitation on availability of funds for
distributed common ground Sys-
tem of the United States Special
Operations Command.

Limitation on availability of funds for
Integrated Personnel and Pay
System of the Army.

Subtitle C—Reports and Other Matters

231. Streamlining the Joint Federated As-
surance Center.

Demonstration of Persistent Close Air
Support capabilities.

Strategies for engagement with His-
torically Black Colleges and Uni-
versities and Minority-serving In-
stitutions of Higher Education.

Report on  commercial-off-the-shelf
wide-area surveillance systems for
Army tactical unmanned aerial
systems.

Report on Tactical Combat Training
System Increment I1.

Report on technology readiness levels
of the technologies and capabili-
ties critical to the long-range
strike bomber aircraft.

Assessment of air-land mobile tactical
communications and data net-
work requirements and capabili-
ties.

Study of field failures involving coun-
terfeit electronic parts.

Airborne data link plan.

Plan for advanced weapons tech-
nology war games.

Independent assessment of F135 engine
program.

Comptroller General review of auto-
nomic logistics information system
for F-35 Lightning II aircraft.

Sense of Congress regarding facilita-
tion of a high quality technical
workforce.

Subtitle A—Authorization of Appropriations

SEC. 201. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.

Funds are hereby authorized to be appro-
priated for fiscal year 2016 for the use of the De-
partment of Defense for research, development,
test, and evaluation as specified in the funding

table in section 4201.

Subtitle B—Program Requirements,
Restrictions, and Limitations
SEC. 211. CENTERS FOR SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY,
AND ENGINEERING PARTNERSHIP.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Chapter 139 of title 10,
United States Code, is amended by inserting
after section 2367 the following new section:
“§2368. Centers for Science, Technology, and

Engineering Partnership

““(a) DESIGNATION.—(1) The Secretary of De-
fense, in coordination with the Secretaries of
the military departments, shall designate each
science and technology reinvention laboratory
as a Center for Science, Technology, and Engi-
neering Partnership (in this section referred to
as ‘Centers’) in the recognized core competencies
of the designee.

““(2) The Secretary of Defense shall establish a
policy to encourage the Secretary of each mili-

Sec. 219.

Sec. 220.

Sec. 221.

Sec. 222.

Sec. 223.

Sec. 224.

Sec.

Sec. 232.

Sec. 233.

Sec. 234.

Sec. 235.

Sec. 236.

Sec. 237.

Sec. 238.

239.
240.

Sec.
Sec.
Sec. 241.

Sec. 242.

Sec. 243.
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tary department to reengineer management and
business processes and adopt best-business and
personnel practices at the Centers of the Sec-
retary concerned in connection with the capa-
bility requirements of the Centers, so as to serve
as recognized leaders in such capabilities
throughout the Department of Defense and in
the national technology and industrial base.

““(3) The Secretary of Defense, acting through
the directors of the Centers, may conduct one or
more pilot programs, consistent with applicable
requirements of law, to test any practices re-
ferred to in paragraph (2) that the Directors de-
termine could—

““(A) improve the efficiency and effectiveness
of operations at Centers;

““(B) improve the support provided by the Cen-
ters for the elements of the Department of De-
fense who use the services of the Centers; and

““(C) enhance capabilities by reducing the cost
and improving the performance and efficiency
of executing laboratory missions.

““(b) PUBLIC-PRIVATE PARTNERSHIPS.—(1) To
achieve one or more objectives set forth in para-
graph (2), the Secretary may authorize and es-
tablish incentives for the Director of a Center to
enter into public-private cooperative arrange-
ments (in this section referred to as a ‘public-
private partnership’) to provide for any of the
following:

‘““(A) For employees of the Center, academia,
private industry, State and local governments,
or other entities outside the Department of De-
fense to perform (under contract, subcontract,
or otherwise) work related to the capabilities of
the Center, including any work that—

““(i) involves one or more capabilities of the
Center; and

““(ii)) may be applicable to both the Depart-
ment and commercial entities.

‘““(B) For private industry or other entities
outside the Department of Defense to use for ei-
ther Government or commercial purposes any
capabilities of the Center that are not fully used
for Department of Defense activities for any pe-
riod determined to be consistent with the needs
of the Department of Defense.

‘““(2) The objectives for exercising the author-
ity provided in paragraph (1) are as follows:

‘“(A) To mazximize the use of the capacity of a
Center.

‘““(B) To reduce or eliminate the cost of owner-
ship of a Center by the Department of Defense.

““(C) To reduce the cost of science, technology,
and engineering activities of the Department of
Defense.

‘D) To leverage private sector investment
in—

““(i) such efforts as research and equipment
recapitalization for a Center; and

‘‘(ii) the promotion of the undertaking of com-
mercial business ventures based on the capabili-
ties of a Center, as determined by the director of
the Center.

‘““(E) To foster cooperation and technology
transfer between the armed forces, academia,
private industry, and State and local govern-
ments.

‘“(F) To increase access by a Center to a
skilled technical workforce that can contribute
to the effective and efficient execution of the
missions of the Department of Defense.

‘“(G) To increase the ability of a Center to ac-
cess and use non-Department of Defense meth-
ods to develop and innovate and access capabili-
ties that contribute to the effective and efficient
execution of the missions of the Department of
Defense.

‘“(3)(A) Public-private partnerships entered
into under paragraph (1) may be used for pur-
poses relating to technology transfer and other
authorities described in subparagraph (B).

‘““(B) The authorities described in this sub-
paragraph are provisions of law that provide for
cooperation and partnership by the Department
of Defense with academia, private industry, and
State and local governments, including the fol-
lowing:
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‘(i) Sections 3371 through 3375 of title 5.

““(ii) Sections 2194, 2358, 2371, 2511, 2539b, and
2563 of this title.

““(iii) Sectiom 209 of title 35.

““(iv) Sections 8, 12, and 23 of the Stevenson-
Wydler Technology Innovation Act of 1980 (15
U.S.C. 3706, 3710a, and 3715).

““(c) PRIVATE SECTOR USE OF EXCESS CAPAC-
ITY.—Any capability of a Center made available
to the private sector may be used to perform re-
search and testing activities in order to make
more efficient and economical use of Govern-
ment-owned capabilities and encourage the cre-
ation and preservation of jobs to ensure the
availability of a workforce with the mecessary
research and technical skills to meet the needs
of the armed forces.

‘“‘(d) CREDITING OF AMOUNTS FOR PERFORM-
ANCE.—Amounts received by a Center for work
performed under a public-private partnership
may—

‘(1) be credited to the appropriation or fund,
including a working-capital or revolving fund,
that incurs the cost of performing the work; or

““(2) be used by the Director of the Center as
the Director considers appropriate and con-
sistent with section 219 of the Duncan Hunter
National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal
Year 2009 (Public Law 110-417; 10 U.S.C. 2358
note).

“(e) AVAILABILITY OF EXCESS CAPACITIES TO
PRIVATE-SECTOR PARTNERS.—Capacities of a
Center may be made available for use by a pri-
vate-sector entity under this section only if—

‘““(1) the use of the capacities will not have a
significant adverse effect on the performance of
the Center or the ability of the Center to achieve
the mission of the Center, as determined by the
Director of the Center; and

“‘(2) the private-sector entity agrees—

““(A) to reimburse the Department of Defense
when required in accordance with the guidance
of the Department for the direct and indirect
costs (including any rental costs) that are at-
tributable to the use of the capabilities by the
private-sector entity, as determined by the Sec-
retary of the military departments; and

‘“‘(B) to hold harmless and indemnify the
United States from—

“(i) any claim for damages or injury to any
person or property arising out of the use of the
capabilities, except under the circumstances de-
scribed in section 2563(c)(3) of this title; and

“(ii) any liability or claim for damages or in-
jury to any person or property arising out of a
decision by the Secretary to suspend or termi-
nate that use of capabilities during a war or na-
tional emergency.

“(f) CONSTRUCTION OF PROVISION.—Nothing
in this section may be construed to authorize a
change, otherwise prohibited by law, from the
performance of work at a Center by personnel of
the Department of Defense to performance by a
contractor.

““(9) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

‘(1) The term ‘capabilities’, with respect to a
Center for Science, Technology, and Engineer-
ing Partnership, means the facilities, equipment,
personnel, intellectual property, and other as-
sets that support the core competencies of the
Center.

““(2) The term ‘national technology and indus-
trial base’ has the meaning given that term in
section 2500 of this title.

‘“(3) The term ‘science and technology re-
invention laboratory’ means a science and tech-
nology reinvention laboratory designated under
section 1105 of the National Defense Authoriza-
tion Act for Fiscal Year 2010 (Public Law 111-84;
10 U.S.C. 2358 note).”’.

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of sec-
tions at the beginning of such chapter is amend-
ed by inserting after the item relating to section
2367 the following new item:

“‘2368. Centers for Science, Technology, and En-
gineering Partnership.”’.
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SEC. 212. EXPANSION OF ELIGIBILITY FOR FINAN-
CIAL ASSISTANCE UNDER DEPART-
MENT OF DEFENSE SCIENCE, MATH-
EMATICS, AND RESEARCH FOR
TRANSFORMATION PROGRAM TO IN-
CLUDE CITIZENS OF COUNTRIES
PARTICIPATING IN THE TECHNICAL
COOPERATION PROGRAM.

Section 2192a of title 10, United States Code, is
amended—

(1) in subsection (b)(1)(A), by inserting ‘‘or,
subject to subsection (g), a country the govern-
ment of which is a party to The Technical Co-
operation Program (TTCP) memorandum of un-
derstanding of October 24, 1995 after ‘‘United
States’’;

(2) by redesignating subsection (g) as sub-
section (h); and

(3) by inserting after section (f) the following
new subsection (g9):

“(9) LIMITATION ON PARTICIPATION.—(1) The
Secretary may not award scholarships or fellow-
ships under this section to more than five indi-
viduals described in paragraph (2) per year.

“(2) An individual described in this para-
graph is an individual who—

““(A) has not previously been awarded a schol-
arship or fellowship under the program under
this section;

““(B) is not a citizen of the United States; and

“(C) is a citizcen of a country the government
of which is a party to The Technical Coopera-
tion Program (TTCP) memorandum of under-
standing of October 24, 1995.”".

SEC. 213. EXPANSION OF EDUCATION PARTNER-
SHIPS TO SUPPORT TECHNOLOGY
TRANSFER AND TRANSITION.

Section 2194 of title 10, United States Code, is
amended—

(1) in subsection (a), by inserting ‘‘business,
law, technology transfer or transition’ after
“mathematics,”’; and

(2) in subsection (b)—

(A) by redesignating paragraphs (4) through
(6) as paragraphs (5) through (7), respectively;

(B) by inserting after paragraph (3) the fol-
lowing new paragraph (4):

““(4) providing in the defense laboratory sab-
batical opportunities for faculty and internship
opportunities for students;’’; and

(C) in paragraphs (5) and (6), as redesignated
by subparagraph (A), by striking ‘‘research
projects’ both places it appears and inserting
“projects, including research and technology
transfer or transition projects’’.

SEC. 214. IMPROVEMENT TO COORDINATION AND
COMMUNICATION OF DEFENSE RE-
SEARCH ACTIVITIES.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 2364 of title 10,
United States Code, is amended—

(1) by striking subsection (a) and inserting the
following new subsection:

“(a) COORDINATION OF DEPARTMENT OF DE-
FENSE RESEARCH, DEVELOPMENT, AND TECHNO-
LOGICAL DATA.—The Secretary of Defense shall
promote, monitor, and evaluate programs for the
communication and exchange of research, devel-
opment, and technological data—

“(1) among the Defense research facilities,
combatant commands, and other organizations
that are involved in developing for the Depart-
ment of Defense the technological requirements
for new items for use by combat forces;

“(2) among Defense research facilities and
other offices, agencies, and bureaus in the De-
partment that are engaged in related techno-
logical matters;

“(3) among other research facilities and other
departments or agencies of the Federal Govern-
ment that are engaged in research, development,
and technological matters;

““(4) among private commercial, research insti-
tution, and university entities engaged in re-
search, development, and technological matters
potentially relevant to defense on a voluntary
basis;

““(5) to the extent practicable, to achieve full
awareness of scientific and technological ad-
vancement and innovation wherever it may

H6351

occur, whether funded by the Department of

Defense, another element of the Federal Govern-

ment, or other entities; and

““(6) through development and distribution of
clear technical communications to the public,
military operators, acquisition organizations,
and civilian and military decision-makers that
conveys successes of research and engineering
activities supported by the Department and the
contributions of such activities to support na-
tional needs.”’;

(2) in subsection (b)—

(4) by striking paragraph (3) and inserting
the following new paragraph:

‘“(3) that the managers of such facilities have
broad latitude to choose research and develop-
ment projects based on awareness of activities
throughout the technology domain, including
within the Federal Government, the Department
of Defense, public and private research institu-
tions and universities, and the global commer-
cial marketplace;’’;

(B) in paragraph (4), by striking ‘‘; and’’ and
inserting a semicolon;

(C) in paragraph (5), by striking the period at
the end and inserting ‘‘; and’’; and

(D) by adding at the end the following new
paragraph:

‘“(6) that, in light of Defense research facili-
ties being funded by the public, Defense re-
search facilities are broadly authorized and en-
couraged to support national technological de-
velopment goals and support technological mis-
sions of other departments and agencies of the
Federal Government, when such support is de-
termined by the Secretary of Defense to be in
the best interests of the Federal Government.”.

(3) in the section heading, by inserting ‘‘and
technology domain awareness’’ after ‘“‘activi-
ties’ .

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of sec-
tions at the beginning of chapter 139 of such
title is amended by striking the item relating to
section 2364 and inserting the following:

““2364. Coordination and communication of de-
fense research activities and tech-
nology domain awareness.’’.

SEC. 215. REAUTHORIZATION OF GLOBAL RE-

SEARCH WATCH PROGRAM.

Section 2365 of title 10, United States Code, is
amended—

(1) in paragraphs (1) and (2) of subsection (b),
by inserting ‘“‘and private sector persons’’ after
“foreign nations’ both places it appears; and

(2) in subsection (f), by striking ‘‘September
30, 2015°° and inserting ‘‘September 30, 2025°.
SEC. 216. REAUTHORIZATION OF DEFENSE RE-

SEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT RAPID
INNOVATION PROGRAM.

(a) EXTENSION OF PROGRAM.—Section 1073 of
the Ike Skelton National Defense Authorization
Act for Fiscal Year 2011 (Public Law 111-383; 10
U.S.C. 2359a note) is amended—

(1) in subsection (d), by striking 2015 and
inserting <‘2023”°; and

(2) in subsection (g), by striking ‘‘September
30, 20157’ and inserting ‘‘September 30, 2023"’.

(b) MODIFICATION OF GUIDELINES FOR OPER-
ATION OF PROGRAM.—Subsection (b) of such sec-
tion is amended—

(1) by amending paragraph (1) to read as fol-
lows:

‘““(1) The issuance of an annual broad agency
announcement or the use of any other competi-
tive or merit-based processes by the Department
of Defense for candidate proposals in support of
defense acquisition programs as described in
subsection (a).”’;

(2) in paragraph (3), by striking the second
sentence;

(3) in paragraph (4)—

(A) in the first sentence, by striking ‘‘be fund-
ed under the program for more than two years’’
and inserting ‘‘receive more than a total of two
years of funding under the program’’; and

(B) by striking the second sentence; and

(4) by adding at the end, the following new
paragraphs:
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““(5) Mechanisms to facilitate transition of fol-
low-on or current projects carried out under the
program into defense acquisition programs,
through the use of the authorities of section 819
of the National Defense Authorization Act for
Fiscal Year 2010 (Public Law 111-84; 10 U.S.C.
2302 note) or such other authorities as may be
appropriate to conduct further testing, low rate
production, or full rate production of tech-
nologies developed under the program.

“(6) Projects are selected using merit-based se-
lection procedures and the selection of projects
is not subject to undue influence by Congress or
other Federal agencies.””.

(c) REPEAL OF REPORT REQUIREMENT.—Such
section is further amended—

(1) by striking subsection (f); and

(2) by redesignating subsection (g) as sub-
section (f).

SEC. 217. SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY ACTIVITIES
TO SUPPORT BUSINESS SYSTEMS IN-
FORMATION TECHNOLOGY ACQUISI-
TION PROGRAMS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Defense,
acting through the Under Secretary of Defense
for Acquisition, Technology, and Logistics, the
Deputy Chief Management Officer, and the
Chief Information Officer, shall establish a set
of science, technology, and innovation activities
to improve the acquisition outcomes of major
automated information systems through im-
proved performance and reduced developmental
and life cycle costs.

(b) EXECUTION OF ACTIVITIES.—The activities
established under subsection (a) shall be carried
out by such military departments and Defense
Agencies as the Under Secretary and the Deputy
Chief Management Officer consider appropriate.

(c) ACTIVITIES.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The set of activities estab-
lished under subsection (a) may include the fol-
lowing:

(A) Development of capabilities in Department
of Defense laboratories, test centers, and feder-
ally funded research and development centers to
provide technical support for acquisition pro-
gram management and business process re-engi-
neering activities.

(B) Funding of intramural and extramural re-
search and development activities as described
in subsection (e).

(2) CURRENT ACTIVITIES.—The Secretary shall
identify the current activities described in sub-
paragraphs (A) and (B) of paragraph (1) that
are being carried out as of the date of the enact-
ment of this Act. The Secretary shall consider
such current activities in determining the set of
activities to establish pursuant to subsection (a).

(d) GAP ANALYSIS.—In establishing the set of
activities under subsection (a), not later than
270 days after the date of the enactment of this
Act, the Secretary, in coordination with the Sec-
retaries of the military departments and the
heads of the Defense Agencies, shall conduct a
gap analysis to identify activities that are not,
as of such date, being pursued in the current
science and technology program of the Depart-
ment. The Secretary shall use such analysis in
determining—

(1) the set of activities to establish pursuant to
subsection (a) that carry out the purposes speci-
fied in subsection (c)(1); and

(2) the proposed funding requirements and
timelines.

(e) FUNDING OF INTRAMURAL AND EXTRA-
MURAL RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—In carrying out the set of ac-
tivities required by subsection (a), the Secretary
may award grants or contracts to eligible enti-
ties to carry out intramural or extramural re-
search and development in areas of interest de-
scribed in paragraph (3).

(2) ELIGIBLE ENTITIES.—For purposes of this
subsection, an eligible entity includes the fol-
lowing:

(A) Entities in the defense industry.

(B) Institutions of higher education.

(C) Small businesses.
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(D) Nontraditional defense contractors (as de-
fined in section 2302 of title 10, United States
Code).

(E) Federally funded research and develop-
ment centers, primarily for the purpose of im-
proving technical expertise to support acquisi-
tion efforts.

(F) Nonprofit research institutions.

(G) Government laboratories and test centers,
primarily for the purpose of improving technical
expertise to support acquisition efforts.

(3) AREAS OF INTEREST.—The areas of interest
described in this paragraph are the following:

(A) Management innovation, including per-
sonnel and financial management policy inno-
vation.

(B) Business process re-engineering.

(C) Systems engineering of information tech-
nology business systems.

(D) Cloud computing to support business sys-
tems and business processes.

(E) Software development, including systems
and techniques to limit unique interfaces and
simplify processes to customize commercial soft-
ware to meet the needs of the Department of De-
fense.

(F) Hardware development, including systems
and techniques to limit unique interfaces and
simplify processes to customize commercial hard-
ware to meet the needs of the Department of De-
fense.

(G) Development of methodologies and tools to
support development and operational test of
large and complex business systems.

(H) Analysis tools to allow decision-makers to
make tradeoffs between requirements, costs,
technical risks, and schedule in major auto-
mated information system acquisition programs.

(I) Information security in major automated
information system systems.

(J) Innovative acquisition policies and prac-
tices to streamline acquisition of information
technology systems.

(K) Such other areas as the Secretary con-
siders appropriate.

(f) PRIORITIES.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—In carrying out the set of ac-
tivities required by subsection (a), the Secretary
shall give priority to—

(A) projects that—

(i) address the innovation and technology
needs of the Department of Defense; and

(ii) support activities of initiatives, programs,
and offices identified by the Under Secretary
and Deputy Chief Management Officer; and

(B) the projects and programs identified in
paragraph (2).

(2) PROJECTS AND PROGRAMS IDENTIFIED.—The
projects and programs identified in this para-
graph are the following:

(A) Major automated information system pro-
grams.

(B) Projects and programs under the oversight
of the Deputy Chief Management Officer.

(C) Projects and programs relating to defense
procurement acquisition policy.

(D) Projects and programs of the agencies and
field activities of the Office of the Secretary of
Defense that support business missions such as
finance, human resources, security, manage-
ment, logistics, and contract management.

(E) Military and civilian personnel policy de-
velopment for information technology work-
force.

SEC. 218. DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE TECH-
NOLOGY OFFSET PROGRAM TO
BUILD AND MAINTAIN THE MILITARY
TECHNOLOGICAL SUPERIORITY OF
THE UNITED STATES.

(a) PROGRAM ESTABLISHED.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Defense
shall establish a technology offset program to
build and maintain the military technological
superiority of the United States by—

(4) accelerating the fielding of offset tech-
nologies that would help counter technological
advantages of potential adversaries of the
United States, including directed energy, low-
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cost, high-speed munitions, autonomous Sys-
tems, undersea warfare, cyber technology, and
intelligence data analytics, developed using re-
search funding of the Department of Defense
and accelerating the commercialization of such
technologies; and

(B) developing and implementing new policies
and acquisition and business practices.

(2) GUIDELINES.—Not later than one year after
the date of the enactment of this Act, the Sec-
retary shall issue guidelines for the operation of
the program established under paragraph (1),
including—

(A) criteria for an application for funding by
a military department, Defense Agency, or a
combatant command;

(B) the purposes for which such a department,
agency, or command may apply for funds and
appropriate requirements for technology devel-
opment or commercialization to be supported
using program funds;

(C) the priorities, if any, to be provided to
field or commercialize offset technologies devel-
oped by certain types of research funding of the
Department; and

(D) criteria for evaluation of an application
for funding or changes to policies or acquisition
and business practices by such a department,
agency, or command for purposes of the pro-
gram.

(b) APPLICATIONS FOR FUNDING.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Under the program estab-
lished wunder subsection (a)(1), not less fre-
quently than annually, the Secretary shall so-
licit from the heads of the military departments,
the Defense Agencies, and the combatant com-
mands applications for funding to be used to
enter into contracts, cooperative agreements, or
other transaction agreements entered into pur-
suant to section 2371b of title 10, United States
Code, as added by section 815,with appropriate
entities for the fielding or commercialization of
technologies.

(2) TREATMENT PURSUANT TO CERTAIN CON-
GRESSIONAL RULES.—Nothing in this section
shall be interpreted to require any official of the
Department of Defense to provide funding under
this section to any Congressional earmark as de-
fined pursuant to clause 9 of rule XXI of the
Rules of the House of Representatives or any
congressionally directed spending item as de-
fined pursuant to paragraph 5 of rule XLIV of
the Standing Rules of the Senate.

(c) FUNDING.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Subject to the availability of
appropriations for such purpose, of the funds
authoriced to be appropriated by this Act or
otherwise made available for fiscal year 2016 for
research, development, test, and evaluation, De-
fense-wide, not more than $400,000,000 may be
used for each such fiscal year for the program
established under subsection (a)(1).

(2) AMOUNT FOR DIRECTED ENERGY.—Of the
funds specified in paragraph (1) for any of fis-
cal years 2016 through 2020, nmot more than
$200,000,000 may be used for each such fiscal
year for activities in the field of directed energy.

(d) TRANSFER AUTHORITY.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary may transfer
funds available for the program established
under subsection (a)(1) to the research, develop-
ment, test, and evaluation accounts of a mili-
tary department, Defense Agency, or a combat-
ant command pursuant to an application, or
any part of an application, that the Secretary
determines would support the purposes of the
program.

(2) SUPPLEMENT NOT SUPPLANT.—The transfer
authority provided in paragraph (1) is in addi-
tion to any other transfer authority available to
the Secretary of Defense.

(e) TERMINATION.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The authority to carry out
the program under subsection (a)(1) shall termi-
nate on September 30, 2020.

(2) TRANSFER AFTER TERMINATION.—Any
amounts made available for the program that re-
main available for obligation on the date on
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which the program terminates may be trans-

ferred under subsection (d) during the 180-day

period beginning on the date of the termination

of the program.

SEC. 219. LIMITATION ON AVAILABILITY OF
FUNDS FOR F-15 INFRARED SEARCH
AND TRACK CAPABILITY DEVELOP-
MENT.

(a) LIMITATION.—Of the funds authorized to
be appropriated by this Act or otherwise made
available for fiscal year 2016 for research, devel-
opment, test, and evaluation, Air Force, for F-
15 infrared search and track capability, not
more than 50 percent may be obligated or ex-
pended until a period of 30 days has elapsed fol-
lowing the date on which the Secretary of De-
fense submits to the congressional defense com-
mittees the report under subsection (b).

(b) REPORT.—Not later than March 1, 2016,
the Secretary of Defense shall submit to the con-
gressional defense committees a report on the re-
quirements and cost estimates for the develop-
ment and procurement of infrared search and
track capability for F/A-18 and F-15 aircraft of
the Navy and the Air Force. The report shall in-
clude the following:

(1) A comparison of the requirements between
the F/A-18 and F-15 aircraft infrared search
and track development efforts of the Navy and
the Air Force.

(2) An explanation of any differences between
the F/A-18 and F-15 aircraft infrared search
and track capability development efforts of the
Navy and the Air Force.

(3) A summary of the schedules and required
funding to develop and field such capability.

(4) An explanation of any need for the Navy
and the Air Force to field different F/A-18 and
F-15 aircraft infrared search and track systems.

(5) Any other matters the Secretary determines
appropriate.

SEC. 220. LIMITATION ON AVAILABILITY OF
FUNDS FOR DEVELOPMENT OF THE
SHALLOW WATER COMBAT SUBMERS-
IBLE.

(a) LIMITATION.—Of the amounts authorized
to be appropriated by this Act or otherwise made
available for fiscal year 2016 for the develop-
ment of the shallow water combat submersible of
the United States Special Operations Command,
not more than 50 percent may be obligated or ex-
pended until a period of 15 days elapses fol-
lowing the later of the date on which—

(1) the Under Secretary of Defense for Acqui-
sition, Technology, and Logistics designates a
civilian official to be responsible for oversight of
and assistance to the United States Special Op-
erations Command for all undersea mobility pro-
grams; and

(2) the Under Secretary, in coordination with
the Assistant Secretary of Defense for Special
Operations and Low-Intensity Conflict and the
Commander of the United States Special Oper-
ations Command, submits to the congressional
defense committees the report described in sub-
section (b).

(b) REPORT DESCRIBED.—The report described
in this subsection is a report on the shallow
water combat submersible program that includes
the following:

(1) An analysis of the reasons for cost and
schedule overruns associated with the program,
including with respect to the performance of
contractors and subcontractors.

(2) A revised timeline for initial and full oper-
ational capability of the shallow water combat
submersible.

(3) A description of the challenges associated
with the integration with dry deck shelter and
other diving technologies.

(4) The projected cost to meet the total unit
acquisition objective.

(5) A plan to prevent, identify, and mitigate
any additional cost and schedule overruns.

(6) A description of any opportunities to re-
cover cost or schedule overruns.

(7) A description of any lessons that the
Under Secretary may have learned from the
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shallow water combat submersible program that
could be applied to future undersea mobility ac-
quisition programs.

(8) Any other matters that the Under Sec-
retary considers appropriate.

SEC. 221. LIMITATION ON AVAILABILITY OF
FUNDS FOR THE ADVANCED DEVEL-
OPMENT AND MANUFACTURING FA-
CILITY UNDER THE MEDICAL COUN-
TERMEASURE PROGRAM.

(a) LIMITATION.—Of the funds authorized to
be appropriated by this Act or otherwise made
available for fiscal year 2016 for research, devel-
opment, test, and evaluation, Defense-wide, for
the advanced development and manufacturing
facility, and the associated activities performed
at such facility, under the medical counter-
measure program of the chemical and biological
defense program, not more than 75 percent may
be obligated or expended until a period of 45
days elapses following the date on which the
Secretary of Defense submits to the congres-
sional defense committees the report under sub-
section (b).

(b) REPORT.—The Secretary shall submit to
the congressional defense committees a report on
the advanced development and manufacturing
facility under the medical countermeasure pro-
gram that includes the following:

(1) An overall description of the advanced de-
velopment and manufacturing facility, includ-
ing wvalidated Department of Defense require-
ments.

(2) Program goals, proposed metrics of per-
formance, and anticipated procurement and op-
erations and maintenance costs during the pe-
riod covered by the current future years defense
program under Section 221 of title 10, United
States Code.

(3) The results of any analysis of alternatives
and efficiency reviews conducted by the Sec-
retary that justifies the manufacturing and pri-
vately financed construction of an advanced
manufacturing and development facility rather
than using other programs and facilities of the
Federal Government or industry facilities for
advanced development and manufacturing of
medical countermeasures.

(4) An independent cost-benefit analysis that
justifies the manufacturing and privately fi-
nanced construction of an advanced manufac-
turing and development facility described in
paragraph (3).

(5) If no independent cost-benefit analysis
makes the justification described in paragraph
(4), an explanation for why such manufacturing
and privately financed construction cannot be
so justified.

(6) Any other matters the Secretary of Defense
determines appropriate.

(c) COMPTROLLER GENERAL REVIEW.—Not
later than 60 days after the date on which the
Secretary submits the report under subsection
(b), the Comptroller General of the United States
shall submit to the congressional defense com-
mittees a review of such report.

SEC. 222. LIMITATION ON AVAILABILITY OF
FUNDS FOR DISTRIBUTED COMMON
GROUND SYSTEM OF THE ARMY.

(a) LIMITATION.—Of the funds authorized to
be appropriated by this Act or otherwise made
available for fiscal year 2016 for research, devel-
opment, test, and evaluation, Army, for the dis-
tributed common ground system of the Army,
not more than 75 percent may be obligated or ex-
pended until the Secretary of the Army—

(1) conducts a review of the program planning
for the distributed common ground system of the
Army; and

(2) submits to the appropriate congressional
committees the report required by subsection
(b)(1).

(b) REPORT.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall submit
to the appropriate congressional committees a
report on the review of the distributed common
ground system of the Army conducted under
subsection (a)(1).
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(2) MATTERS INCLUDED.—The report under
paragraph (1) shall include the following:

(A) A review of the segmentation of Increment
2 of the distributed common ground system pro-
gram of the Army into discrete software compo-
nents with the associated requirements of each
component.

(B) Identification of each component of Incre-
ment 2 of the distributed common ground system
of the Army for which commercial software ex-
ists that is capable of fulfilling most or all of the
system requirements for each such component.

(C) A cost analysis of each such commercial
software that compares performance with pro-
jected cost.

(D) Determination of the degree to which com-
mercial software solutions are compliant with
the standards required by the framework and
guidance for the Intelligence Community Infor-
mation Technology Enterprise, the Defense In-
telligence Information Enterprise, and the Joint
Information Environment.

(E) Identification of each component of Incre-
ment 2 of the distributed common ground system
of the Army that the Secretary determines may
be acquired through competitive means.

(F) An acquisition plan for Increment 2 of the
distributed common ground system of the Army
that prioritizes the acquisition of commercial
software components, including a data integra-
tion layer, in time to meet the projected deploy-
ment schedule for Increment 2.

(G) A review of the timetable for the distrib-
uted common ground system program of the
Army in order to determine whether there is a
practical, executable acquisition strategy, in-
cluding the use of operational capability dem-
onstrations, that could lead to an initial oper-
ating capability of Increment 2 of the distrib-
uted common ground system of the Army prior
to fiscal year 2017.

(c) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMITTEES
DEFINED.—In this section, the term ‘‘appro-
priate congressional committees’ means—

(1) the congressional defense committees; and

(2) the Select Committee on Intelligence of the
Senate and the Permanent Select Committee on
Intelligence of the House of Representatives.
SEC. 223. LIMITATION ON AVAILABILITY OF

FUNDS FOR DISTRIBUTED COMMON
GROUND SYSTEM OF THE UNITED
STATES SPECIAL OPERATIONS COM-
MAND.

(a) LIMITATION.—Of the funds authorized to
be appropriated by this Act or otherwise made
available for fiscal year 2016 for research, devel-
opment, test, and evaluation, Defense-wide, for
the United States Special Operations Command
for the distributed common ground system, not
more than 75 percent may be obligated or ex-
pended until the Commander of the United
States Special Operations Command submits to
the congressional defense committees the report
required by subsection (b).

(b) REPORT REQUIRED.—The Commander shall
submit to the congressional defense committees
and the Permanent Select Committee on Intel-
ligence of the House of Representatives a report
on the distributed common ground system. Such
report shall include the following:

(1) A review of the segmentation of the distrib-
uted common ground system special operations
forces program into discrete software compo-
nents with the associated requirements of each
component.

(2) Identification of each component of the
distributed common ground system special oper-
ations forces program for which commercial soft-
ware exists that is capable of fulfilling most or
all of the system requirements for each such
component.

(3) A cost analysis of each such commercial
software that compares performance with pro-
jected cost.

(4) A determination of the degree to which
commercial software solutions are compliant
with the standards required by the framework
and guidance for the Intelligence Community
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Information Technology Enterprise, the Defense
Intelligence Information Enterprise, and the
Joint Information Environment.

(5) Identification of each component of the
distributed common ground system special oper-
ations forces program that the Commander de-
termines may be acquired through competitive
means.

(6) An assessment of the extent to which ele-
ments of the distributed common ground system
special operations forces program could be modi-
fied to increase commercial acquisition opportu-
nities.

(7) An acquisition plan that leads to full oper-
ational capability prior to fiscal year 2019.

SEC. 224. LIMITATION ON AVAILABILITY OF
FUNDS FOR INTEGRATED PER-
SONNEL AND PAY SYSTEM OF THE
ARMY.

Of the funds authorized to be appropriated by
this Act or otherwise made available for fiscal
year 2016 for research, development, test, and
evaluation, Army, for the integrated personnel
and pay system of the Army, not more than 75
percent may be obligated or expended until the
date on which the Secretary of the Army sub-
mits to the congressional defense committees a
report that includes the following:

(1) Updated and validated information regard-
ing the performance of the current legacy per-
sonnel and pay system of the Army for each
high-level objective and business outcome de-
scribed in the business case for IPPS-A Incre-
ment II, dated December 2014, including jus-
tifications for threshold and objective values for
the integrated personnel and pay system of the
Army.

(2) An explanation how the integrated per-
sonnel and pay system of the Army will enable
significant change throughout the entire human
resources enterprise.

(3) A description for how the implementation
of the capabilities in the integrated personnel
and pay system of the Army will result in
changes to the capabilities and services to be
provided by the Defense Finance and Account-
ing Services, including an estimate of cost sav-
ings and manpower savings resulting from elimi-
nation of duplicative functions.

(4) A description of alternative program ap-
proaches that could reduce the overall cost of
development and deployment for the integrated
personnel and pay system of the Army without
delaying the current program schedule by more
than six months.

Subtitle C—Reports and Other Matters
SEC. 231. STREAMLINING THE JOINT FEDERATED
ASSURANCE CENTER.

Section 937(c)(2) of the National Defense Au-
thorization Act for Fiscal Year 2014 (Public Law
113-66; 10 U.S.C. 2224 note) is amended—

(1) in subparagraph (C), by striking *‘, in co-
ordination with the Center for Assured Software
of the National Security Agency,”’; and

(2) in subparagraph (E), by striking ‘, in co-
ordination with the Defense Microelectronics
Activity,”’.

SEC. 232. DEMONSTRATION OF PERSISTENT
CLOSE AIR SUPPORT CAPABILITIES.

(a) JOINT DEMONSTRATION REQUIRED.—Sub-
ject to the availability of funds, the Secretary of
the Air Force, the Secretary of the Army, and
the Director of the Defense Advanced Research
Projects Agency may jointly conduct a dem-
onstration of the persistent close air support ca-
pability during fiscal year 2016.

(b) PARAMETERS OF DEMONSTRATION.—

(1) SELECTION AND EQUIPMENT OF AIRCRAFT.—
If the demonstration under subsection (a) is
conducted, the Secretary of the Air Force shall
select and equip at least two aircraft for use in
the demonstration that the Secretary otherwise
intends to use for close air support.

(2) CLOSE AIR SUPPORT OPERATIONS.—If the
demonstration wunder subsection (a) is con-
ducted, the demonstration shall include close air
support operations that involve the following:

c
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(4) Multiple tactical radio networks rep-
resenting diverse ground force user communities.

(B) Two-way digital exchanges of situational
awareness data, video, and calls for fire be-
tween aircraft and ground users without modi-
fication to aircraft operational flight profiles.

(C) Real-time sharing of blue force, aircraft,
and target location data to reduce risks of frat-
ricide.

(D) Lightweight digital tools based on com-
mercial-off-the-shelf technology for pilots and
joint tactical air controllers.

(E) Operations in simple and complex oper-
ating environments.

(c) ASSESSMENT.—If the demonstration under
subsection (a) is conducted, the Secretary of the
Air Force, the Secretary of the Army, and the
Director of the Defense Advanced Research
Projects Agency shall jointly—

(1) assess the effect of the capabilities dem-
onstrated as part of the demonstration required
by subsection (a) on—

(A) the time required to conduct close air sup-
port operations;

(B) the effectiveness of blue force in achieving
tactical objectives; and

(C) the risk of fratricide and collateral dam-
age;

(2) estimate the costs that would be incurred
in transitioning the technology used in the per-
sistent close air support capability to the Army
and the Air Force; and

(3) provide to the congressional defense com-
mittees a briefing on the results of the dem-
onstration, the assessment under paragraph (1),
and the cost estimates under paragraph (2) by
December 1, 2016.

SEC. 233. STRATEGIES FOR ENGAGEMENT WITH
HISTORICALLY BLACK COLLEGES
AND UNIVERSITIES AND MINORITY-
SERVING INSTITUTIONS OF HIGHER
EDUCATION.

(a) BASIC RESEARCH ENTITIES.—

(1) STRATEGY.—The heads of each basic re-
search entity shall each develop a strategy for
how to engage with and support the develop-
ment of scientific, technical, engineering, and
mathematics capabilities of covered educational
institutions in carrying out section 2362 of title
10, United States Code.

(2) ELEMENTS.—Each strategy under para-
graph (1) shall include the following:

(A) Goals and vision for maintaining a cred-
ible and sustainable program relating to the en-
gagement and support under the strategy.

(B) Metrics to enhance scientific, technical,
engineering, and mathematics capabilities at
covered educational institutions, including with
respect to measuring progress toward increasing
the success of such institutions to compete for
broader research funding sources other than set-
aside funds.

(C) Promotion of mentoring opportunities be-
tween covered educational institutions and
other research institutions.

(D) Regular assessment of activities that are
used to develop, maintain, and grow scientific,
technical, engineering, and mathematics capa-
bilities.

(E) Inclusion of faculty of covered edu-
cational institutions into program reviews, peer
reviews, and other similar activities.

(F) Targeting of undergraduate, graduate,
and postgraduate students at covered edu-
cational institutions for inclusion into research
or internship opportunities within the military
department.

(b) OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY.—The Secretary
of Defense shall develop and implement a strat-
egy for how to engage with and support the de-
velopment of scientific, technical, engineering,
and mathematics capabilities of covered edu-
cational institutions pursuant to the strategies
developed under subsection (a).

(¢) SUBMISSION.—

(1) BASIC RESEARCH ENTITIES.—Not later than
180 days after the date of the enactment of this
Act, the heads of each basic research entity
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shall each submit to the congressional defense
committees the strategy developed by the head
under subsection (a)(1).

(2) OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY.—Not later than
one year after the date of the enactment of this
Act, the Secretary of Defense shall submit to the
congressional defense committees the strategy
developed under subsection (b).

(d) COVERED INSTITUTION DEFINED.—In this
section:

(1) The term ‘‘basic research entity’ means an
entity of the Department of Defense that exe-
cutes research, development, test, and evalua-
tion budget activity 1 funding, as described in
the Department of Defense Financial Manage-
ment Regulation.

(2) The term ‘‘covered educational institu-
tion’’ has the meaning given that term in section
2362(e) of title 10, United States Code.

SEC. 234. REPORT ON COMMERCIAL-OFF-THE-
SHELF WIDE-AREA SURVEILLANCE
SYSTEMS FOR ARMY TACTICAL UN-
MANNED AERIAL SYSTEMS.

(a) REPORT.—Not later than 180 days after the
date of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary
of the Army shall submit to the congressional
defense committees a report that contains the
findings of a market survey and assessment of
commercial-off-the-shelf wide-area surveillance
sensors operationally suitable for insertion into
the tactical unmanned aerial systems of the
Army.

(b) ELEMENTS.—The market survey and as-
sessment contained in the report under sub-
section (a) shall include—

(1) specific details regarding the capabilities of
current and commercial-off-the-shelf wide-area
surveillance sensors that are, or could be, used
on tactical unmanned aerial systems of the
Army, including—

(A) daytime and mnighttime monitoring cov-
erage;

(B) video resolution outputs;

(C) bandwidth requirements;

(D) activity-based intelligence and forensic
capabilities;

(E) simultaneous region of interest monitoring
capability;

(F) interoperability with other sensors and
subsystems currently used on such tactical un-
manned aerial systems;

(G) sensor weight;

(H) sensor cost;

(I) frame rates;

(J) on-board processing capabilities; and

(K) any other factors the Secretary considers
relevant;

(2) an assessment of the effect on such tactical
unmanned aerial systems due to the insertion of
commercial-off-the-shelf wide-area surveillance
sensors; and

(3) recommendations on the advisability and
feasibility to upgrade or enhance wide-area Sur-
veillance sensors of such tactical unmanned aer-
ial systems, as considered appropriate by the
Secretary.

(c) FORM.—The report under subsection (a)
may contain a classified annex.

SEC. 235. REPORT ON TACTICAL COMBAT TRAIN-
ING SYSTEM INCREMENT 1I1.

(a) REPORT.—Not later than January 29, 2016,
the Secretary of the Navy and the Secretary of
the Air Force shall submit to the congressional
defense committees a report on the baseline and
alternatives to the Tactical Air Combat Training
System (TCTS) Increment II of the Navy.

(b) CONTENTS.—The report under subsection
(a) shall include the following:

(1) An explanation of the rationale for a new
start TCTS II program as compared to an incre-
mental upgrade to the existing TCTS system.

(2) An estimate of total cost to develop, pro-
cure, and replace the existing Department of the
Navy TCTS architecture with an encrypted
TCTS II compared to upgrades to existing
TCTS.

(3) A cost estimate and schedule comparison of
achieving encryption requirements into the ex-
isting TCTS program as compared to TCTS II.
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(4) A review of joint Department of the Air
Force and the Department of the Navy invest-
ment in live-virtual-constructive advanced air
combat training and planned timeline for inclu-
sion into TCTS II architecture.

(5) A cost estimate to integrate F-35 aircraft
with TCTS II and achieve interoperability be-
tween the Department of the Navy and Depart-
ment of the Air Force.

(6) A cost estimate for coalition partners to
achieve TCTS II interoperability within the De-
partment of Defense.

(7) An assessment of risks posed by non-inter-
operable TCTS systems within the Department
of the Navy and the Department of the Air
Force.

(8) An explanation of the acquisition strategy
for the TCTS program.

(9) An explanation of key performance param-
eters for the TCTS II program.

(10) Any other information the Secretary of
the Navy and Secretary of the Air Force deter-
mine is appropriate to include.

SEC. 236. REPORT ON TECHNOLOGY READINESS
LEVELS OF THE TECHNOLOGIES AND
CAPABILITIES CRITICAL TO THE
LONG-RANGE STRIKE BOMBER AIR-
CRAFT.

(a) REPORT REQUIRED.—Not later than 180
days after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Secretary of Defense shall submit to the con-
gressional defense committees a report on the
technology readiness levels of the technologies
and capabilities critical to the long-range strike
bomber aircraft.

(b) REVIEW BY COMPTROLLER GENERAL OF THE
UNITED STATES.—Not later than 60 days after
the report of the Secretary is submitted under
subsection (a), the Comptroller General of the
United States shall review the report and submit
to the congressional defense committees an as-
sessment of the matters contained in the report.
SEC. 237. ASSESSMENT OF AIR-LAND MOBILE TAC-

TICAL COMMUNICATIONS AND DATA
NETWORK REQUIREMENTS AND CA-
PABILITIES.

(a) ASSESSMENT REQUIRED.—The Director of
Cost Assessment and Program Evaluation shall
seek to enter into a contract with a federally
funded research and development center to con-
duct a comprehensive assessment of current and
future requirements and capabilities of the
Army with respect to air-land ad hoc, mobile
tactical communications and data networks, in-
cluding the technological feasibility, suitability,
and survivability of such networks.

(b) ELEMENTS.—The assessment under sub-
section (a) shall include the following:

(1) Concepts, capabilities, and capacities of
current or future communications and data net-
work systems to meet the requirements of cur-
rent or future tactical operations effectively, ef-
ficiently, and affordably.

(2) Software requirements and capabilities,
particularly with respect to communications and
data network waveforms.

(3) Hardware requirements and capabilities,
particularly with respect to receiver and trans-
mission technology, tactical communications,
and data radios at all levels and on all plat-
forms, all associated technologies, and their in-
tegration, compatibility, and interoperability.

(4) Any other matters relevant or necessary
for a comprehensive assessment of tactical net-
works or networking in the Warfighter Informa-
tion Network-Tactical (Increments 1 and 2).

(c) INDEPENDENT ENTITY.—The Director shall
select a federally funded research and develop-
ment center with direct, long-standing, and
demonstrated exrperience and expertise in pro-
gram test and evaluation of concepts, require-
ments, and technologies for joint tactical com-
munications and data networking to perform
the assessment under subsection (a).

(d) REPORT REQUIRED.—Not later than April
30, 2016, the Secretary of Defense shall submit to
the congressional defense commitments a report
including the findings and recommendations of
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the assessment conducted under subsection (a),

together with the separate comments of the Sec-

retary of Defense and the Secretary of the

Army.

SEC. 238. STUDY OF FIELD FAILURES INVOLVING
COUNTERFEIT ELECTRONIC PARTS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Defense
shall conduct a hardware assurance study to
assess the presence, scope, and effect on Depart-
ment of Defense operations of counterfeit elec-
tronic parts that have passed through the sup-
ply chain of the Department and into fielded
systems.

(b) MATTERS INCLUDED.—The study wunder
subsection (a) shall include the following:

(1) The technical analysis conducted under
paragraph (1) of subsection (c).

(2) The report on the technical assessment
submitted under paragraph (3)(B) of subsection
(c).

(3) Recommendations for such legislative and
administrative action, including budget require-
ments, as the Secretary considers mecessary to
conduct sampling and technical hardware anal-
yses of counterfeit parts in identified areas of
high concern.

(c) EXECUTION AND TECHNICAL ANALYSIS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall direct
the executive agent for printed circuit board
technology designated under section 256(a) of
the Duncan Hunter National Defense Author-
ization Act for Fiscal Year 2009 (Public Law
110-417; 10 U.S.C. 2501 note) to coordinate the
erxecution of the study wunder subsection (a)
using capabilities of the Department in effect on
the day before the date of the enactment of this
Act to conduct a technical analysis on a sample
of failed electronic parts in fielded systems.

(2) ELEMENTS.—The technical analysis re-
quired by paragraph (1) shall include the fol-
lowing:

(A) The selection of a representative sample of
electronic component types, including digital,
mixed-signal, and analog integrated circuits.

(B) An assessment of the presence of counter-
feit parts, including causes and attributes of
failures of any identified counterfeit part.

(C) For components found to have counterfeit
parts, an assessment of the effect of the counter-
feit part in the failure mechanism.

(D) For cases with counterfeit parts contrib-
uting to the failure, a determination of the fail-
ure attributes, factors, and effects on subsystem
and system level reliability, readiness, and per-
formance.

(3) TECHNICAL ASSESSMENT.—For any parts as-
sessed under paragraph (2) that demonstrate
unusual or suspicious failure mechanisms, the
federation established under section 937(a)(1) of
the National Defense Authorization Act for Fis-
cal Year 2014 (Public Law 113-66; 10 U.S.C. 2224
note) shall—

(A) conduct a technical assessment for indica-
tions of malicious tampering; and

(B) submit to the executive agent described in
paragraph (1) a report on the findings of the
federation with respect to the technical assess-
ment.

(d) REPORT.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 540 days after
the date of the enactment of this Act, the Sec-
retary shall submit to the congressional defense
committees a report on the study carried out
under subsection (a).

(2) CONTENTS.—The report required by para-
graph (1) shall include the following:

(A) The findings of the Secretary with respect
to the study conducted under subsection (a).

(B) The recommendations developed under
subsection (b)(3).

SEC. 239. AIRBORNE DATA LINK PLAN.

(a) PLAN REQUIRED.—The Under Secretary of
Defense for Acquisition, Technology, and Logis-
tics and the Vice Chairman of the Joint Chiefs
of Staff shall jointly, in consultation with the
Secretary of the Navy and the Secretary of the
Air Force, develop a plan—
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(1) to provide objective survivable communica-
tions gateways to enable—

(A) the secure dissemination of national and
tactical intelligence information to fourth-gen-
eration fighter aircraft and supporting airborne
platforms and to low-observable penetrating
platforms such as the F-22 and F-35 aircraft;
and

(B) the secure reception and dissemination of
sensor data from low-observable penetrating air-
craft, such as the F-22 and F-35 aircraft;

(2) to provide secure data sharing between the
fifth-generation fighter aircraft of the Navy, the
Air Force, and the Marine Corps, with minimal
changes to the outer surfaces of the aircraft and
to aircraft operational flight programs; and

(3) to enable secure data sharing between
fifth-generation and fourth-generation aircraft
in jamming environments.

(b) ADDITIONAL PLAN REQUIREMENTS.—The
plan under subsection (a) shall include non-pro-
prietary and open systems approaches that are
compatible with the rapid capabilities office
open mission systems initiative of the Air Force
and the future airborne capability environment
initiative of the Navy.

(c) BRIEFING.—Not later than February 15,
2016, the Under Secretary and the Vice Chair-
man shall jointly provide to the Committee on
Armed Services of the House of Representatives
and the Committee on Armed Services of the
Senate a briefing on the plan under subsection
(a).

SEC. 240. PLAN FOR ADVANCED WEAPONS TECH-
NOLOGY WAR GAMES.

(a) PLAN REQUIRED.—The Secretary of De-
fense, in coordination with the Chairman of the
Joint Chiefs of Staff, shall develop and imple-
ment a plan for integrating advanced weapons
and offset technologies into exercises carried out
individually and jointly by the military depart-
ments to improve the development and experi-
mentation of various concepts for employment
by the Armed Forces.

(b) ELEMENTS.—The plan under subsection (a)
shall include the following:

(1) Identification of specific exercises to be
carried out individually or jointly by the mili-
tary departments under the plan.

(2) Identification of emerging advanced weap-
ons and offset technologies based on joint and
individual recommendations of the military de-
partments, including with respect to directed-
energy weapons, hypersonic strike systems, au-
tonomous systems, or other technologies as de-
termined by the Secretary.

(3) A schedule for integrating either prototype
capabilities or table-top exercises into relevant
exercises.

(4) A method for capturing lessons learned
and providing feedback both to the developers of
the advanced weapons and offset technology
and the military departments.

(c) SUBMISSION.—Not later than one year after
the date of the enactment of this Act, the Sec-
retary shall submit to the Committees on Armed
Services of the House of Representatives and the
Senate a report containing the plan under sub-
section (a) and a status update on the imple-
mentation of such plan.

SEC. 241. INDEPENDENT ASSESSMENT OF F135
ENGINE PROGRAM.

(a) ASSESSMENT.—The Secretary of Defense
shall seek to enter into a contract with a feder-
ally funded research and development center to
conduct an assessment of the FI135 engine pro-
gram.

(b) ELEMENTS.—The assessment under sub-
section (a) shall include the following:

(1) An assessment of the reliability, growth,
and cost-reduction efforts with respect to the
F135 engine program, including—

(A) a detailed description of the reliability
and cost history of the engine;

(B) the identification of key reliability and
cost challenges to the program as of the date of
the assessment; and
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(C) the identification of any potential options
for addressing such challenges.

(2) In accordance with subsection (c), a thor-
ough assessment of the incident on June 23,
2014, consisting of an F135 engine failure and
subsequent fire, including—

(A) the identification and definition of the
root cause of the incident;

(B) the identification of potential actions or
design changes mneeded to address such root
cause; and

(C) the associated cost, schedule, and perform-
ance implications of such incident to both the
F135 engine program and the F-35 Joint Strike
Fighter program.

(c) CONDUCT OF ASSESSMENT.—The federally
funded research and development center se-
lected to conduct the assessment under sub-
section (a) shall carry out subsection (b)(2) by
analyzing data collected by the F-35 Joint Pro-
gram Office, other elements of the Federal Gov-
ermment, or contractors. Nothing in this section
may be construed as affecting the plans of the
Secretary to dispose of the aircraft involved in
the incident described in such subsection (b)(2).

(d) REPORT.—Not later than March 15, 2016,
the Secretary shall submit to the congressional
defense committees a report containing the as-
sessment conducted under subsection (a).

SEC. 242. COMPTROLLER GENERAL REVIEW OF
AUTONOMIC LOGISTICS INFORMA-
TION SYSTEM FOR F-35 LIGHTNING
IT AIRCRAFT.

(a) REPORT.—Not later than April 1, 2016, the
Comptroller General of the United States shall
submit to the congressional defense committees a
report on the autonomic logistics information
system for the F-35 Lightning II aircraft pro-
gram.

(b) ELEMENTS.—The report under subsection
(a) shall include, at a minimum, the following:

(1) The fielding status, in terms of units
equipped with various software and hardware
configurations, for the autonomic logistics infor-
mation system element of the F-35 Lightning II
aircraft program, as of the date of the report.

(2) The development schedule for upgrades to
the autonomic logistics information system, and
an assessment of the ability of the F-35 Light-
ning II aircraft program to maintain such
schedule.

(3) The views of maintenance personnel and
other personnel involved in operating and main-
taining F-35 Lightning II aircraft in testing and
operational units.

(4) The effect of the autonomic logistics infor-
mation system program on the operational avail-
ability of the F-35 Lightning II aircraft pro-
gram.

(5) Improvements, if any, regarding the time
required for maintenance personnel to input
data and use the autonomic logistics informa-
tion system.

(6) The ability of the autonomic logistics in-
formation system to be deployed on both ships
and to forward land-based locations, including
any limitations of such a deployable version.

(7) The cost estimates for development and
fielding of the autonomic logistics information
system program and an assessment of the capa-
bility of the program to address performance
problems within the planned resources.

(8) Other matters regarding the autonomic lo-
gistics information system that the Comptroller
General determines of critical importance to the
long-term viability of the system.

SEC. 243. SENSE OF CONGRESS REGARDING FA-
CILITATION OF A HIGH QUALITY
TECHNICAL WORKFORCE.

It is the sense of Congress that the Secretary
of Defense should explore using existing au-
thorities for promoting science, technology, en-
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gineering, and mathematics programs, such as
under section 233 of the Carl Levin and Howard
P. “Buck’ McKeon National Defense Author-
ization Act for Fiscal Year 2015 (Public Law
113-291; 10 U.S.C. 2193a note), to allow labora-
tories of the Department of Defense and feder-
ally funded research and development centers to
help facilitate and shape a high quality sci-
entific and technical future workforce that can
support the needs of the Department.
TITLE III—OPERATION AND
MAINTENANCE

Subtitle A—Authorization of Appropriations
Sec. 301. Authorization of appropriations.
Subtitle B—Energy and Environment

311. Limitation on procurement of drop-in
fuels.

Southern Sea Otter Military Readiness
Areas.

Modification of energy management
reporting requirements.

Revision to scope of statutorily re-
quired review of projects relating
to potential obstructions to avia-
tion so as to apply only to energy
projects.

Ezxclusions from definition of ‘‘chem-
ical substance’ under Toxic Sub-
stances Control Act.

Subtitle C—Logistics and Sustainment

322. Repeal of limitation on authority to
enter into a contract for the
sustainment, maintenance, repair,
or overhaul of the F117 engine.

Pilot programs for availability of
working-capital funds for product
improvements.

Subtitle D—Reports

Modification of annual report on
prepositioned materiel and equip-
ment.

Report on merger of Office of Assistant
Secretary for Operational Energy
Plans and Deputy Under Sec-
retary for Installations and Envi-
ronment.

Report on equipment purchased non-
competitively from foreign enti-
ties.

Subtitle E—Other Matters

Prohibition on contracts making pay-
ments for honoring members of
the Armed Forces at sporting
events.

Military animals: transfer and adop-
tion.

Temporary authority to extend con-
tracts and leases under the ARMS
Initiative.

Improvements to Department of De-
fense excess property disposal.
Limitation on use of funds for Depart-
ment of Defense sponsorships, ad-
vertising, or marketing associated
with sports-related organizations

or sporting events.

Reduction in amounts available for
Department of Defense head-
quarters, administrative, and sup-
port activities.

Subtitle A—Authorization of Appropriations

SEC. 301. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.

Funds are hereby authoriced to be appro-
priated for fiscal year 2016 for the use of the

Armed Forces and other activities and agencies

of the Department of Defense for erpenses, not

otherwise provided for, for operation and main-
tenance, as specified in the funding table in sec-

tion 4301.

Sec.
Sec. 312.
Sec. 313.

Sec. 314.

Sec. 315.

Sec.

Sec. 323.

Sec. 331.

Sec. 332.

Sec. 333.

Sec. 341.

Sec. 342.

Sec. 343.

Sec. 344.

Sec. 345.

Sec. 346.

“N. Latitude/W. Longitude

33°27.8'/7119°34.3

September 29, 2015

Subtitle B—Energy and Environment

SEC. 311. LIMITATION ON PROCUREMENT OF
DROP-IN FUELS.
(a) IN GENERAL.—Subchapter II of chapter 173
of title 10, United States Code, is amended by
adding at the end the following new section:

“§2922h. Limitation on procurement of drop-
in fuels

‘““(a) LIMITATION.—Ezxcept as provided in sub-
section (b), the Secretary of Defense may not
make a bulk purchase of a drop-in fuel for oper-
ational purposes unless the fully burdened cost
of that drop-in fuel is cost-competitive with the
fully burdened cost of a traditional fuel avail-
able for the same purpose.

““(b) WAIVER.—(1) Subject to the requirements
of paragraph (2), the Secretary of Defense may
waive the limitation under subsection (a) with
respect to a purchase.

‘““(2) Not later than 30 days after issuing a
waiver under this subsection, the Secretary
shall submit to the congressional defense com-
mittees notice of the waiver. Any such notice
shall include each of the following:

‘““(A) The rationale of the Secretary for issuing
the waiver.

‘““(B) A certification that the waiver is in the
national security interest of the United States.

““(C) The expected fully burdened cost of the
purchase for which the waiver is issued.

““(c) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

‘(1) The term ‘drop-in fuel’ means a neat or
blended liquid hydrocarbon fuel designed as a
direct replacement for a traditional fuel with
comparable performance characteristics and
compatible with existing infrastructure and
equipment.

““(2) The term ‘traditional fuel’ means a liquid
hydrocarbon fuel derived or refined from petro-
leum.

“(3) The term ‘operational purposes’—

‘“(A) means for the purposes of conducting
military operations, including training, exer-
cises, large scale demonstrations, and moving
and sustaining military forces and military plat-
forms; and

‘““(B) does mot include research, development,
testing, evaluation, fuel certification, or other
demonstrations.

‘““(4) The term ‘fully burdened cost’ means the
commodity price of the fuel plus the total cost of
all personnel and assets required to move and,
when necessary, protect the fuel from the point
at which the fuel is received from the commer-
cial supplier to the point of use.”.

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of sec-
tions at the beginning of such subchapter is
amended by inserting after the item relating to
section 2922¢g the following new item:

“2922h. Limitation on procurement of drop-in
fuels.”.
SEC. 312. SOUTHERN SEA OTTER MILITARY READ-
INESS AREAS.

(a) ESTABLISHMENT OF THE SOUTHERN SEA
OTTER MILITARY READINESS AREAS.—Chapter
631 of title 10, United States Code, is amended
by adding at the end the following new section:

“§7235. Establishment of the Southern Sea
Otter Military Readiness Areas

‘““(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—The Secretary of the
Navy shall establish areas, to be known as
‘Southern Sea Otter Military Readiness Areas’,
for national defense purposes. Such areas shall
include each of the following:

‘““(1) The area that includes Naval Base Ven-
tura County, San Nicolas Island, and Begg
Rock and the adjacent and surrounding waters
within the following coordinates:
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““(2) The area that includes Naval Base Coro-
nado, San Clemente Island and the adjacent
and surrounding waters running parallel to
shore to 3 nautical miles from the high tide line
designated by part 165 of title 33, Code of Fed-
eral Regulations, on May 20, 2010, as the San
Clemente Island 3NM Safety Zone.

“(b) AcTtivITIES WITHIN THE SOUTHERN SEA
OTTER MILITARY READINESS AREAS.—

““(1) INCIDENTAL TAKINGS UNDER ENDANGERED
SPECIES ACT OF 1973.—Sections 4 and 9 of the En-
dangered Species Act of 1973 (16 U.S.C. 1533,
1538) shall not apply with respect to the inci-
dental taking of any southern sea otter in the
Southern Sea Otter Military Readiness Areas in
the course of conducting a military readiness
activity.

““(2) INCIDENTAL TAKINGS UNDER MARINE MAM-
MAL PROTECTION ACT OF 1972.—Sections 101 and
102 of the Marine Mammal Protection Act of
1972 (16 U.S.C. 1371, 1372) shall not apply with
respect to the incidental taking of any southern
sea otter in the Southern Sea Otter Military
Readiness Areas in the course of conducting a
military readiness activity.

““(3) TREATMENT AS SPECIES PROPOSED TO BE
LISTED.—For purposes of conducting a military
readiness activity, any southern sea otter while
within the Southern Sea Otter Military Readi-
ness Areas shall be treated for the purposes of
section 7 of the Endangered Species Act of 1973
(16 U.S.C. 1536) as a member of a species that is
proposed to be listed as an endangered species
or a threatened species under section 4 of the
Endangered Species Act of 1973 (16 U.S.C. 1533).

‘““(c) REMOVAL.—Nothing in this section or
any other Federal law shall be construed to re-
quire that any southern sea otter located within
the Southern Sea Otter Military Readiness
Areas be removed from the Areas.

“(d) REVISION OR TERMINATION OF EXCEP-
TIONS.—The Secretary of the Interior may revise
or terminate the application of subsection (b) if
the Secretary of the Interior, in consultation
with the Secretary of the Navy, determines that
military activities occurring in the Southern Sea
Otter Military Readiness Areas are impeding the
southern sea otter conservation or the return of
southern sea otters to optimum sustainable pop-
ulation levels.

““(e) MONITORING.—

‘““(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of the Navy
shall conduct monitoring and research within
the Southern Sea Otter Military Readiness
Areas to determine the effects of military readi-
ness activities on the growth or decline of the
southern sea otter population and on the near-
shore ecosystem. Monitoring and research pa-
rameters and methods shall be determined in
consultation with the Service.

““(2) REPORTS.—Not later than 24 months after
the date of the enactment of this section and
every three years thereafter, the Secretary of the
Navy shall report to Congress and the public on
monitoring undertaken pursuant to paragraph
(1).

‘““(f) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

““(1) SOUTHERN SEA OTTER.—The term ‘south-
ern sea otter’ means any member of the sub-
species Enhydra lutris nereis.

““(2) TAKE.—The term ‘take’—

‘“(A) when used in reference to activities sub-
ject to regulation by the Endangered Species Act
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of 1973 (16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.), shall have the
meaning given such term in that Act; and

“(B) when used in reference to activities sub-
ject to regulation by the Marine Mammal Pro-
tection Act of 1972 (16 U.S.C. 1361 et seq.) shall
have the meaning given such term in that Act.

““(3) INCIDENTAL TAKING.—The term ‘inci-
dental taking’ means any take of a southern sea
otter that is incidental to, and not the purpose
of, the carrying out of an otherwise lawful ac-
tivity.

““(4) MILITARY READINESS ACTIVITY.—The term
‘military readiness activity’ has the meaning
given that term in section 315(f) of the Bob
Stump National Defense Authorization Act for
Fiscal Year 2003 (16 U.S.C. 703 note) and in-
cludes all training and operations of the armed
forces that relate to combat and the adequate
and realistic testing of military equipment, vehi-
cles, weapons, and sensors for proper operation
and suitability for combat use.

“(5) OPTIMUM SUSTAINABLE POPULATION.—The
term ‘optimum sustainable population’ means,
with respect to any population stock, the num-
ber of animals that will result in the maximum
productivity of the population or the species,
keeping in mind the carrying capacity of the
habitat and the health of the ecosystem of
which they form a constituent element.’’.

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of sec-
tions at the beginning of such chapter is amend-
ed by adding at the end the following new item:

““7235. Establishment of the Southern Sea Otter
Military Readiness Areas.”’.

SEC. 313. MODIFICATION OF ENERGY MANAGE-
MENT REPORTING REQUIREMENTS.

Section 2925(a) of title 10, United States Code,
is amended—

(1) by striking paragraphs (4) and (7);

(2) by redesignating paragraphs (5), (6), (8),
9), (10), (11), and (12) as paragraphs (4), (5),
(6), (7), (8), (9), and (10), respectively;

(3) by amending paragraph (7), as redesig-
nated by paragraph (2) of this section, to read
as follows:

“(7) A description and estimate of the progress
made by the military departments in meeting
current high performance and sustainable build-
ing standards under the Unified Facilities Cri-
teria.”’;

(4) by amending paragraph (9), as redesig-
nated by such paragraph (2), to read as follows:

““(9) Details of all commercial utility outages
caused by threats and those caused by hazards
at military installations that last eight hours or
longer, whether or not the outage was mitigated
by backup power, including mnon-commercial
utility outages and Department of Defense-
owned infrastructure, including the total num-
ber and location of outages, the financial im-
pact of the outages, and measure taken to miti-
gate outages in the future at the affected loca-
tions and across the Department of Defense.’’;
and

(5) by adding at the end the following new
paragraph:

““(11) At the discretion of the Secretary of De-
fense, a classified annex, as appropriate.’.
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SEC. 314. REVISION TO SCOPE OF STATUTORILY
REQUIRED REVIEW OF PROJECTS
RELATING TO POTENTIAL OBSTRUC-
TIONS TO AVIATION SO AS TO APPLY
ONLY TO ENERGY PROJECTS.

(a) SCOPE OF SECTION.—Section 358 of the Ike
Skelton National Defense Authorization Act for
Fiscal Year 2011 (Public Law 111-383; 124 Stat.
4198; 49 U.S.C. 44718 note) is amended—

(1) in subsection (c)(3), by striking ‘‘from State
and local officials or the developer of a renew-
able energy development or other energy
project”’ and inserting ‘‘from a State govern-
ment, an Indian tribal government, a local gov-
ernment, a landowner, or the developer of an
energy project’’;

(2) in subsection (c)(4), by striking ‘‘readiness,
and’’ and all that follows and inserting ‘‘readi-
ness and to clearly communicate to such parties
actions being taken by the Department of De-
fense under this section.’’;

(3) in subsection (d)(2)(B), by striking ‘‘as
high, medium, or low’’;

(4) by redesignating subsection (j) as sub-
section (k); and

(5) by inserting after subsection (i) the fol-
lowing new subsection (j):

“(j) APPLICABILITY OF SECTION.—This section
does not apply to a non-energy project.’’.

(b) DEFINITIONS.—Subsection (k) of such sec-
tion, as redesignated by paragraph (4) of sub-
section (a), is amended by adding at the end the
following new paragraphs:

‘““(4) The term ‘energy project’ means a project
that provides for the generation or transmission
of electrical energy.

‘““(5) The term ‘nom-energy project’ means a
project that is not an energy project.

‘“(6) The term ‘landowner’ means a person or
other legal entity that owns a fee interest in real
property on which a proposed energy project is
planned to be located.”’.

SEC. 315. EXCLUSIONS FROM DEFINITION OF
“CHEMICAL SUBSTANCE” UNDER
TOXIC SUBSTANCES CONTROL ACT.

Section 3(2)(B)(v) of the Toxic Substances
Control Act (15 U.S.C. 2602(2)(B)(v)) is amended
by striking *‘, and’” and inserting ‘‘and any
component of such an article (limited to shot
shells, cartridges, and components of shot shells
and cartridges), and’’.

Subtitle C—Logistics and Sustainment
SEC. 322. REPEAL OF LIMITATION ON AUTHORITY
TO ENTER INTO A CONTRACT FOR
THE SUSTAINMENT, MAINTENANCE,
REPAIR, OR OVERHAUL OF THE F117
ENGINE.

Section 341 of the Carl Levin and Howard P.
“Buck’ McKeon National Defense Authoriza-
tion Act for Fiscal Year 2015 (Public Law 113-
291; 128 Stat. 3345) is repealed.

SEC. 323. PILOT PROGRAMS FOR AVAILABILITY
OF WORKING-CAPITAL FUNDS FOR
PRODUCT IMPROVEMENTS.

(a) PILOT PROGRAMS REQUIRED.—During fis-
cal year 2016, each of the Assistant Secretary of
the Army for Acquisition, Logistics, and Tech-
nology, the Assistant Secretary of the Navy for
Research, Development, and Acquisition, and
the Assistant Secretary of the Air Force for Ac-
quisition shall initiate a pilot program pursuant
to section 330 of the National Defense Author-
ization Act for Fiscal Year 2008 (Public Law



H6358

110-181; 122 Stat. 68), as amended by section 332
of the National Defense Authorization Act for
Fiscal Year 2013 (Public Law 112-239; 126 Stat.
1697).

(b) LIMITATION ON AVAILABILITY OF FUNDS.—
A minimum of $5,000,000 of working-capital
funds shall be used for each of the pilot pro-
grams initiated under subsection (a) for fiscal
year 2016.

Subtitle D—Reports
SEC. 331. MODIFICATION OF ANNUAL REPORT ON
PREPOSITIONED MATERIEL AND
EQUIPMENT.

Section 2229a(a)(8) of title 10, United States
Code, is amended to read as follows:

“(8) A list of any equipment used in support
of contingency operations slated for retrograde
and subsequent inclusion in the prepositioned
stocks.”.

SEC. 332. REPORT ON MERGER OF OFFICE OF AS-
SISTANT SECRETARY FOR OPER-
ATIONAL ENERGY PLANS AND DEP-
UTY UNDER SECRETARY FOR IN-
STALLATIONS AND ENVIRONMENT.

The Secretary of Defense shall submit to Con-
gress a report on the merger of the Office of the
Assistant Secretary of Defense for Operational
Energy Plans and the Office of the Deputy
Under Secretary of Defense for Installations
and Environment under section 901 of the Na-
tional Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal
Year 2015 (Public Law 113-291; 128 Stat. 3462).
Such report shall include—

(1) a description of how the office is imple-
menting its responsibilities under sections
138(b)(9), 138(c), and 2925(b) of title 10, United
States Code, and Department of Defense Direc-
tives 5134.15 (Assistant Secretary of Defense for
Operational Energy Plans and Programs) and
4280.01 (Department of Defense Energy Policy);

(2) a description of any efficiencies achieved
as a result of the merger; and

(3) the number of Department of Defense per-
sonnel whose responsibilities are focused on en-
ergy matters specifically.

SEC. 333. REPORT ON EQUIPMENT PURCHASED
NONCOMPETITIVELY FROM FOREIGN
ENTITIES.

(a) REPORT REQUIRED.—Not later than Mavrch
30, 2016, the Secretary of Defense shall submit to
the congressional defense committees a report
containing a list of each contract awarded to a
foreign entity outside of the national technology
and industrial base, as described in section
2505(c) of title 10, United States Code, by the
Department of Defense during fiscal years 2011
through 2015—

(1) using procedures other than competitive
procedures; and

(2) for the procurement of equipment, weap-
ons, weapons systems, components, subcompo-
nents, or end-items with a value of $10,000,000 or
more.

(b) ELEMENTS OF REPORT.—The report re-
quired by subsection (a) shall include, for each
contract listed, each of the following:

(1) An identification of the items purchased
under the contract—

(A4) described in section 8302(a)(1) of title 41,
United States Code, and purchased from a for-
eign manufacturer by reason of an exception
under section  8302(a)(2)(4) or  section
8302(a)(2)(B) of such title;

(B) described in section 2533b(a)(1) of title 10,
United States Code, and purchased from a for-
eign manufacturer by reason of an exception
under section 2533b(b); and

(C) described in section 2534(a) of such title
and purchased from a foreign manufacturer by
reason of a waiver exercised under paragraph
(1), (2), (4), or (5) of section 2534(d) of such title.

(2) The rationale for using the exception or
waiver.

(3) A list of potential alternative manufac-
turing sources from the public and private sector
that could be developed to establish competition
for those items.
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Subtitle E—Other Matters
SEC. 341. PROHIBITION ON CONTRACTS MAKING
PAYMENTS FOR HONORING MEM-
BERS OF THE ARMED FORCES AT
SPORTING EVENTS.

(a) PROHIBITION.—Subchapter I of chapter 134
of title 10, United States Code, is amended by in-
serting after section 2241a the following new
section:

“§2241b. Prohibition on contracts providing
payments for activities at sporting events to
honor members of the armed forces
‘““(a) PROHIBITION.—The Department of De-

fense may not enter into any contract or other

agreement under which payments are to be
made in exchange for activities by the con-
tractor intended to honor, or giving the appear-
ance of honoring, members of the armed forces

(whether members of the regular components or

the reserve components) at any form of sporting

event.

““(b) CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in subsection
(a) shall be construed as prohibiting the Depart-
ment of Defense from taking actions to facilitate
activities intended to honor members of the
armed forces at sporting events that are pro-
vided on a pro bono basis or otherwise funded
with non-Federal funds if such activities are
provided and received in accordance with appli-
cable rules and regulations regarding the ac-
ceptance of gifts by the military departments,
the armed forces, and members of the armed
forces.”.

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of sec-
tions at the beginning of subchapter I of chapter
134 of title 10, United States Code, is amended
by inserting after the item relating to section
2241a the following new item:

““2241b. Prohibition on contracts providing pay-
ments for activities at sporting
events to honor members of the
armed forces.”’.

SEC. 342. MILITARY ANIMALS: TRANSFER

ADOPTION.

(a) AVAILABILITY FOR ADOPTION.—Section
2583(a) of title 10, United States Code, is amend-
ed by striking ‘“‘may’’ in the matter preceding
paragraph (1) and inserting ‘‘shall’’.

(b) AUTHORIZED RECIPIENTS.—Subsection (c)
of section 2583 of title 10, United States Code, is
amended to read as follows:

““(c) AUTHORIZED RECIPIENTS.—(1) A military
animal shall be made available for adoption
under this section, in order of recommended pri-
ority—

“(A) by former handlers of the animal;

“(B) by other persons capable of humanely
caring for the animal; and

“(C) by law enforcement agencies.

“(2) If the Secretary of the military depart-
ment concerned determines that an adoption is
justified wunder subsection (a)(2) under cir-
cumstances under which the handler of a mili-
tary working dog is wounded in action, the dog
shall be made available for adoption only by the
handler. If the Secretary of the military depart-
ment concerned determines that such an adop-
tion is justified wunder circumstances under
which the handler of a military working dog is
killed in action or dies of wounds received in ac-
tion, the military working dog shall be made
available for adoption only by a parent, child,
spouse, or sibling of the deceased handler.”’.

(c) TRANSFER FOR ADOPTION.—Subsection (f)
of section 2583 of title 10, United States Code, is
amended in the matter preceding paragraph (1)
by striking ‘“‘may transfer’’ and inserting ‘‘shall
transfer”’.

(d) LOCATION OF RETIREMENT.—Subsection (f)
of such section is further amended—

(1) by redesignating paragraphs (1) and (2) as
subparagraphs (A) and (B), respectively;

(2) by inserting ‘(1) before ‘“‘If the Sec-
retary’’;

(3) in paragraph (1), as designated by para-
graph (2) of this subsection—

(A) by striking *‘, and no suitable adoption is
available at the military facility where the dog
is located,”’; and
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(B) in subparagraph (B), as designated by
paragraph (1) of this subsection, by inserting
“within the United States’ after ‘‘to another lo-
cation’’; and

(4) by adding at the end the following new
paragraph (2):

““(2) Paragraph (1) shall not apply if at the
time of retirement—

‘““(A) the dog is located outside the United
States and a United States citizen or service
member living abroad adopts the dog; or

‘““(B) the dog is located within the United
States and suitable adoption is available where
the dog is located.’’.

(e) PREFERENCE IN ADOPTION FOR FORMER
HANDLERS.—Such section is further amended—

(1) by redesignating subsection (g) as sub-
section (h); and

(2) by inserting after subsection (f) the fol-
lowing new subsection (g):

““(9) PREFERENCE IN ADOPTION OF RETIRED
MILITARY WORKING DOGS FOR FORMER HAN-
DLERS.—(1) In providing for the adoption under
this section of a retired military working dog de-
scribed in paragraph (1) or (3) of subsection (a),
the Secretary of the military department con-
cerned shall accord a preference to the former
handler of the dog unless the Secretary deter-
mines that adoption of the dog by the former
handler would not be in the best interests of the
dog.

“(2) In the case of a dog covered by para-
graph (1) with more than one former handler
seeking adoption of the dog at the time of adop-
tion, the Secretary shall provide for the adop-
tion of the dog by such former handler whose
adoption of the dog will best serve the interests
of the dog and such former handlers. The Sec-
retary shall make any determination required by
this paragraph with respect to a dog following
consultation with the kennel master of the unit
at which the dog was last located before adop-
tion under this section.

““(3) Nothing in this subsection shall be con-
strued as altering, revising, or overriding any
policy of a military department for the adoption
of military working dogs by law enforcement
agencies before the end of the dogs’ useful
lives.”’.

SEC. 343. TEMPORARY AUTHORITY TO EXTEND
CONTRACTS AND LEASES UNDER
THE ARMS INITIATIVE.

Contracts or subcontracts entered into pursu-
ant to section 4554(a)(3)(4) of title 10, United
States Code, on or before the date that is five
years after the date of the enactment of this Act
may include an option to extend the term of the
contract or subcontract for an additional 25
years.

SEC. 344. IMPROVEMENTS TO DEPARTMENT OF
DEFENSE EXCESS PROPERTY DIS-
POSAL.

(a) PLAN REQUIRED.—Not later than Mavrch
15, 2016, the Secretary of Defense shall submit to
the congressional defense committees a plan for
the improved management and oversight of the
systems, processes, and controls involved in the
disposition of excess mnon-mission essential
equipment and materiel by the Defense Logistics
Agency Disposition Services.

(b) CONTENTS OF PLAN.—At a minimum, the
plan shall address each of the following:

(1) Backlogs of unprocessed property at dis-
position sites that do not meet Defense Logistics
Agency Disposition Services goals.

(2) Customer wait times.

(3) Procedures governing the disposal of serv-
iceable items in order to prevent the destruction
of excess property eligible for utilization, trans-
fer, or donation before potential recipients are
able to view and obtain the property.

(4) Validation of materiel release orders.

(5) Assuring adequate physical security for
the storage of equipment.

(6) The number of personnel required to effec-
tively manage retrograde sort yards.

(7) Managing any potential increase in the
amount of excess property to be processed.
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(8) Improving the reliability of Defense Logis-
tics Agency Disposition Services data.

(9) Procedures for ensuring no property is of-
fered for public sale until all requirements for
utilization, transfer, and donation are met.

(10) Validation of physical inventory against
database entries.

(c) CONGRESSIONAL BRIEFING.—By mnot later
than March 15, 2016, the Secretary shall provide
to the congressional defense committees a brief-
ing on the actions taken to implement the plan
required under subsection (a).

SEC. 345. LIMITATION ON USE OF FUNDS FOR DE-
PARTMENT OF DEFENSE SPONSOR-
SHIPS, ADVERTISING, OR MAR-
KETING ASSOCIATED WITH SPORTS-
RELATED ORGANIZATIONS OR
SPORTING EVENTS.

Of the amounts authorized to be appropriated
for the Department of Defense by this Act or
otherwise made available to the Department for
sponsorship, advertising, or marketing associ-
ated with sports-related organizations or sport-
ing events, not more than 75 percent may be ob-
ligated or expended until the date on which the
Under Secretary of Defense for Personnel and
Readiness, in consultation with the Director of
Accessions Policy—

(1) conducts a review of current contracts and
task orders for such sponsorships, advertising,
and marketing (as awarded by the regular and
reserve components of the Armed Forces) in
order to assess—

(A) whether such sponsorships, advertising,
and marketing are effective in meeting the re-
cruiting objectives of the Department;

(B) whether consistent metrics are used to
evaluate the effectiveness of each such activity
in generating leads and recruit accessions; and

(C) whether the return on investment for such
activities is sufficient to warrant the continuing
use of Department funds for such activities; and

(2) submits to the Committees on Armed Serv-
ices of the Senate and the House of Representa-
tives a report that includes—

(A) a description of the actions being taken to
coordinate efforts of the Department relating to
such sponsorships, advertising, and marketing,
and to minimice duplicative contracts for such
sponsorships, advertising, and marketing, as ap-
plicable; and

(B) the results of the review required by para-
graph (1), including an assessment of the extent
to which the continuing use of Department
funds for such sponsorships, advertising, and
marketing is warranted in light of the review
and the actions described pursuant to subpara-
graph (A).

SEC. 346. REDUCTION IN AMOUNTS AVAILABLE
FOR DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE
HEADQUARTERS, ADMINISTRATIVE,
AND SUPPORT ACTIVITIES.

(a) PLAN FOR ACHIEVEMENT OF COST SAV-
INGS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Commencing not later than
120 days after the date of the enactment of this
Act, the Secretary of Defense shall implement a
plan to ensure that the Department of Defense
achieves mnot less than $10,000,000,000 in cost
savings from the headquarters, administrative,
and support activities of the Department during
the period beginning with fiscal year 2015 and
ending with fiscal year 2019. The Secretary shall
ensure that at least one half of the required cost
savings are programmed for fiscal years before
fiscal year 2018.

(2) TREATMENT OF SAVINGS PURSUANT TO
HEADQUARTERS REDUCTION.—Documented sav-
ings achieved pursuant to the headquarters re-
duction requirement in subsection (b), other
than savings achieved in fiscal year 2020, shall
count toward the cost savings required by para-
graph (1).

(3) TREATMENT OF SAVINGS PURSUANT TO MAN-
AGEMENT ACTIVITIES.—Documented savings in
the human resources management, health care
management, financial flow management, infor-
mation technology infrastructure and manage-
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ment, supply chain and logistics, acquisition
and procurement, and real property manage-
ment activities of the Department during the pe-
riod referred to in paragraph (1) may be counted
toward the cost savings required by paragraph
Q).

(4) TREATMENT OF SAVINGS PURSUANT TO
FORCE STRUCTURE REVISIONS.—Savings or reduc-
tions to military force structure or military oper-
ating units of the Armed Forces may not count
toward the cost savings required by paragraph
D).

(5) REPORTS.—The Secretary shall include
with the budget for the Department of Defense
for each of fiscal years 2017, 2018, and 2019, as
submitted to Congress pursuant to section 1105
of title 31, United States Code, a report describ-
ing and assessing the progress of the Depart-
ment in implementing the plan required by para-
graph (1) and in achieving the cost savings re-
quired by that paragraph.

(6) COMPTROLLER GENERAL ASSESSMENTS.—Not
later than 90 days after the submittal of each re-
port required by paragraph (5), the Comptroller
General of the United States shall submit to the
congressional defense committees a report set-
ting forth the assessment of the Comptroller
General of the report and of the extent to which
the Department of Defense is in compliance with
the requirements of this section.

(b) HEADQUARTERS REDUCTIONS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 90 days after
the date of the enactment of this Act, the Sec-
retary of Defense shall modify the headquarters
reduction plan required by section 904 of the
National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal
Year 2014 (Public Law 113-66; 127 Stat. 816; 10
U.S.C. 111 note) to ensure that it achieves sav-
ings in the total funding available for major De-
partment of Defense headquarters activities by
fiscal year 2020 that are not less than 25 percent
of the baseline amount. The modified plan shall
establish a specific savings objective for each
major headquarters activity in each fiscal year
through fiscal year 2020. The budget for the De-
partment of Defense for each fiscal year after
fiscal year 2016 shall reflect the savings required
by the modified plan.

(2) BASELINE AMOUNT.—For the purposes of
this subsection, the baseline amount is the
amount authorized to be appropriated by this
Act for fiscal year 2016 for major Department of
Defense headquarters activities, adjusted by a
credit for reductions in such headquarters ac-
tivities that are documented, as of the date that
is 90 days after the date of the enactment of this
Act, as having been accomplished in earlier fis-
cal years in accordance with the December 2013
directive of the Secretary of Defense on head-
quarters reductions. The modified plan issued
pursuant to paragraph (1) shall include an
overall baseline amount for all of the major De-
partment of Defense headquarters activities that
credits reductions accomplished in earlier fiscal
years in accordance with the December 2013 di-
rective, and a specific baseline amount for each
such headquarters activity that credits such re-
ductions.

(3) MAJOR DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE HEAD-
QUARTERS ACTIVITIES DEFINED.—In this sub-
section, the term “‘major Department of Defense
headquarters activities’” means the following:

(4) Each of the following organizations:

(i) The Office of the Secretary of Defense and
the Joint Staff.

(ii) The Office of the Secretary of the Army
and the Army Staff.

(iii) The Office of the Secretary of the Navy,
the Office of the Chief of Naval Operations, and
Headquarters, Marine Corps.

(iv) The Office of the Secretary of the Air
Force and the Air Staff.

(v) The Office of the Chief, National Guard
Bureau, and the National Guard Joint Staff.

(B)(i) Except as provided in clause (ii), head-
quarters elements of each of the following:

(I) The combatant commands, the sub-unified
commands, and subordinate commands that di-
rectly report to such commands.
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(II) The major commands of the military de-
partments and the subordinate commands that
directly report to such commands.

(III) The component commands of the military
departments.

(IV) The Defense Agencies, the Department of
Defense field activities, and the Office of the In-
spector General of the Department of Defense.

(V) Department of Defense components that
report directly to the organizations specified in
subparagraph (A).

(ii) Subordinate commands and direct-report-
ing components otherwise described in clause (i)
that do not have significant functions other
than operational, operational intelligence, or
tactical functions, or training for operational,
operational intelligence, or tactical functions,
are not headquarters elements for purposes of
this subsection.

(4) IMPLEMENTATION.—Not later than 120 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act, the
Secretary shall revise applicable guidance on
the Department of Defense major headquarters
activities as needed to—

(4) incorporate into such guidance the defini-
tion of the term ‘“‘major Department of Defense
headquarters activities”’ as provided in para-
graph (3);

(B) ensure that the term ‘‘headquarters ele-
ment’’, as used in paragraph (3)(B), is consist-
ently applied within such guidance to include—

(i) senior leadership and staff functions of ap-
plicable commands and components; and

(ii) direct support to senior leadership and
staff functions of applicable commands and
components and to higher headquarters;

(C) ensure that the budget and accounting
systems of the Department of Defense are modi-
fied to track funding for the major Department
of Defense headquarters activities as separate
funding lines; and

(D) identify and address any deviation from
the specific savings objective established for a
headquarters activity in the modified plan
issued by the Secretary pursuant to the require-
ment in paragraph (1).

(¢c) COMPREHENSIVE REVIEW OF HEAD-
QUARTERS AND ADMINISTRATIVE AND SUPPORT
ACTIVITIES.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Defense
shall conduct a comprehensive review of the
management and operational headquarters of
the Department of Defense for purposes of con-
solidating and streamlining headquarters func-
tions and administrative and support activities.

(2) ELEMENTS.—The review required by para-
graph (1) shall address the following:

(A) The extent, if any, to which the staff of
the Secretaries of the military departments and
the Chiefs of Staff of the Armed Forces have du-
plicative staff functions and services and could
be consolidated into a single service staff.

(B) The extent, if any, to which the staff of
the Office of the Secretary of Defense, the mili-
tary departments, the Defense Agencies, and
temporary organizations have duplicative staff
functions and services and could be streamlined
with respect to—

(i) performing oversight and making policy;

(ii) performing staff functions and services
specific to the military department concerned;

(iii) performing multi-department staff func-
tions and services; and

(iv) performing functions and services across
the Department of Defense with respect to intel-
ligence collection and analysis.

(C) The extent, if any, to which the Joint
Staff, the combatant commands, and their sub-
ordinate service component commands have du-
plicative staff functions and services that could
be shared, consolidated, eliminated, or otherwise
streamlined with—

(i) the Joint Staff performing oversight and
execution;

(ii) the staff of the combatant commands per-
forming only staff functions and services spe-
cific to the combatant command concerned; and

(iii) the staff of the service component com-
mands of the combatant commands performing
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only staff functions and services specific to the
service component command concerned.

(D) The extent, if any, to which reductions in
military and civilian end-strength in manage-
ment or operational headquarters could be used
to create, build, or fill shortages in force struc-
ture for operational units.

(E) The extent, if any, to which revisions are
required to the Defense Officers Personnel Man-
agement Act, including requirements for officers
to serve in joint billets, the number of qualifying
billets, the rank structure in the joint billets,
and the joint qualification requirement for offi-
cers to be promoted while serving for extensive
periods in critical positions such as program
managers of major defense acquisition programs,
and officers in units of component forces sup-
porting joint commands, in order to achieve effi-
ciencies, provide promotion fairness and equity,
and obtain effective governance in the manage-
ment of the Department of Defense.

(F) The structure and staffing of the Joint
Staff, and the number, structure, and staffing of
the combatant commands and their subordinate
service component commands, including, in par-
ticular—

(i) whether or not the staff organization of
each such entity has documented and periodi-
cally validated requirements for such entity;

(ii) whether or mot there are an appropriate
number of combatant commands relative to the
requirements of the National Security Strategy,
the Quadrennial Defense Review, and the Na-
tional Military Strategy; and

(iii) whether or not opportunities exist to con-
solidate staff functions and services common to
the Joint Staff and the service component com-
mands into a single staff organization that pro-
vides the required functions, services, capabili-
ties, and capacities to the Chairman of the Joint
Chiefs of Staff and supported combatant com-
manders, and if So—

(1) where in the organizational structure such
staff functions, services, capabilities, and capac-
ities would be established,; and

(II) whether or not the military departments
could execute such staff functions, services, ca-
pabilities, and capacities while executing their
requirements to organize, train, and equip the
Armed Forces.

(G) The statutory and regulatory authority of
the combatant commands to establish subordi-
nate joint commands or headquarters, including
joint task forces, led by a general or flag officer,
and the extent, if any, to which the combatant
commands have used such authority—

(i) to establish temporary or permanent subor-
dinate joint commands or headquarters, includ-
ing joint task forces, led by general or flag offi-
cers;

(ii) to disestablish temporary or permanent
subordinate joint commands or headquarters,
including joint task forces, led by general or
flag officers;

(iii) to increase requirements for general and
flag officers in the joint pool which are exempt
from the end strength limitations otherwise ap-
plicable to general and flag officers in the
Armed Forces;

(iv) to participate in the management of joint
officer qualification in order to ensure the effi-
cient and effective quality and quantity of offi-
cers needed to staff headquarters functions and
services and return to the services officers with
required professional experience and skills nec-
essary to remain competitive for increased re-
sponsibility and authority through subsequent
assignment or promotion, including by identi-
fying—

(1) circumstances, if any, in which officers
spend a disproportionate amount of time in their
careers to attain joint officer qualifications with
corresponding loss of opportunities to develop in
the service-specific assignments needed to gain
the increased proficiency and experience to
qualify for service and command assignments;
and

(II) circumstances, if any, in which the mili-
tary departments detail officers to joint head-
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quarters staffs in order to maximize the number
of officers receiving joint duty credit with a
focus on the quantity, instead of the quality, of
officers achieving joint duty credit;

(v) to establish commanders’ strategic plan-
ning groups, advisory groups, or similar parallel
personal staff entities that could risk isolating
function and staff processes, including an as-
sessment of the justification used to establish
such personal staff organizations and their im-
pact on the effectiveness and efficiency of orga-
nizational staff functions, services, capabilities,
and capacities; and

(vi) to ensure the identification and manage-
ment of officers serving or having served in
units in subordinate service component or joint
commands during combat operations and did
not receive joint credit for such service.

(3) CONSULTATION.—The Secretary shall, to
the extent practicable and as the Secretary con-
siders appropriate, conduct the review required
by paragraph (1) in consultation with such ex-
perts on matters covered by the review who are
independent of the Department of Defense.

(4) REPORT.—Not later than March 1, 2016,
the Secretary shall submit to the congressional
defense committees a report setting forth the re-
sults of the review required by paragraph (1).

TITLE IV—MILITARY PERSONNEL
AUTHORIZATIONS

Subtitle A—Active Forces

401. End strengths for active forces.
402. Revisions in permanent active duty
end strength minimum levels.

Subtitle B—Reserve Forces

End strengths for Selected Reserve.
End strengths for reserves on active
duty in support of the reserves.
End strengths for military technicians

(dual status).
Fiscal year 2016 limitation on number
of non-dual status technicians.
415. Mazximum number of reserve personnel
authorized to be on active duty
for operational support.

Subtitle C—Authorization of Appropriations

Sec. 421. Military personnel.

Sec. 422. Report on force structure of the Army.
Subtitle A—Active Forces

SEC. 401. END STRENGTHS FOR ACTIVE FORCES.

The Armed Forces are authoriced strengths
for active duty personnel as of September 30,
2016, as follows:

(1) The Army, 475,000.

(2) The Navy, 329,200.

(3) The Marine Corps, 184,000.

(4) The Air Force, 320,715.

SEC. 402. REVISIONS IN PERMANENT ACTIVE
DUTY END STRENGTH MINIMUM LEV-
ELS.

Section 691 of title 10, United States Code, is
amended—

(1) in subsection (b), by striking paragraphs
(1) through (4) and inserting the following new
paragraphs:

“(1) For the Army, 475,000.

“(2) For the Navy, 329,200.

“(3) For the Marine Corps, 184,000.

““(4) For the Air Force, 317,000.”’; and

(2) in subsection (e), by striking ‘0.5 percent”
and inserting ‘2 percent’’.

Subtitle B—Reserve Forces
SEC. 411. END STRENGTHS FOR SELECTED RE-
SERVE.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Armed Forces are au-
thorized strengths for Selected Reserve per-
sonnel of the reserve components as of Sep-
tember 30, 2016, as follows:

(1) The Army National Guard of the United
States, 342,000.

(2) The Army Reserve, 198,000.

(3) The Navy Reserve, 57,400.

(4) The Marine Corps Reserve, 38,900.

(5) The Air National Guard of the United
States, 105,500.

Sec.
Sec.

411.
412.
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(6) The Air Force Reserve, 69,200.

(7) The Coast Guard Reserve, 7,000.

(b) END STRENGTH REDUCTIONS.—The end
strengths prescribed by subsection (a) for the Se-
lected Reserve of any reserve component shall be
proportionately reduced by—

(1) the total authorized strength of units orga-
nized to serve as units of the Selected Reserve of
such component which are on active duty (other
than for training) at the end of the fiscal year;
and

(2) the total number of individual members not
in units organized to serve as units of the Se-
lected Reserve of such component who are on
active duty (other than for training or for un-
satisfactory participation in training) without
their consent at the end of the fiscal year.

(c) END STRENGTH INCREASES.—Whenever
units or individual members of the Selected Re-
serve of any reserve component are released
from active duty during any fiscal year, the end
strength prescribed for such fiscal year for the
Selected Reserve of such reserve component
shall be increased proportionately by the total
authorized strengths of such units and by the
total number of such individual members.

SEC. 412. END STRENGTHS FOR RESERVES ON AC-
TIVE DUTY IN SUPPORT OF THE RE-
SERVES.

Within the end strengths prescribed in section
411(a), the reserve components of the Armed
Forces are authorized, as of September 30, 2016,
the following number of Reserves to be serving
on full-time active duty or full-time duty, in the
case of members of the National Guard, for the
purpose of organizing, administering, recruiting,
instructing, or training the reserve components:

(1) The Army National Guard of the United
States, 30,770.

(2) The Army Reserve, 16,261.

(3) The Navy Reserve, 9,934.

(4) The Marine Corps Reserve, 2,260.

(5) The Air National Guard of the United
States, 14,748.

(6) The Air Force Reserve, 3,032.

SEC. 413. END STRENGTHS FOR MILITARY TECH-
NICIANS (DUAL STATUS).

The minimum number of military technicians
(dual status) as of the last day of fiscal year
2016 for the reserve components of the Army and
the Air Force (notwithstanding section 129 of
title 10, United States Code) shall be the fol-
lowing:

(1) For the Army National Guard of the
United States, 26,099.

(2) For the Army Reserve, 7,395.

(3) For the Air National Guard of the United
States, 22,104.

(4) For the Air Force Reserve, 9,814.

SEC. 414. FISCAL YEAR 2016 LIMITATION ON NUM-
BER OF NON-DUAL STATUS TECHNI-
CIANS.

(a) LIMITATIONS.—

(1) NATIONAL GUARD.—Within the limitation
provided in section 10217(c)(2) of title 10, United
States Code, the number of non-dual status
technicians employed by the National Guard as
of September 30, 2016, may not exceed the fol-
lowing:

(A) For the Army National Guard of the
United States, 1,600.

(B) For the Air National Guard of the United
States, 350.

(2) ARMY RESERVE.—The number of non-dual
status technicians employed by the Army Re-
serve as of September 30, 2016, may not exceed
595.

(3) AIR FORCE RESERVE.—The number of non-
dual status technicians employed by the Air
Force Reserve as of September 30, 2016, may not
exceed 90.

(b) NON-DUAL STATUS TECHNICIANS DE-
FINED.—In this section, the term “non-dual sta-
tus technician’’ has the meaning given that term
in section 10217(a) of title 10, United States
Code.
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SEC. 415. MAXIMUM NUMBER OF RESERVE PER-
SONNEL AUTHORIZED TO BE ON AC-
TIVE DUTY FOR OPERATIONAL SUP-
PORT.

During fiscal year 2016, the maximum number
of members of the reserve components of the
Armed Forces who may be serving at any time
on full-time operational support duty under sec-
tion 115(b) of title 10, United States Code, is the
following:

(1) The Army National Guard of the United
States, 17,000.

(2) The Army Reserve, 13,000.

(3) The Navy Reserve, 6,200.

(4) The Marine Corps Reserve, 3,000.

(5) The Air National Guard of the United
States, 16,000.

(6) The Air Force Reserve, 14,000.

Subtitle C—Authorization of Appropriations
SEC. 421. MILITARY PERSONNEL.

(a) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—
Funds are hereby authorized to be appropriated
for fiscal year 2016 for the use of the Armed
Forces and other activities and agencies of the
Department of Defense for exrpenses, not other-
wise provided for, for military personnel, as
specified in the funding table in section 4401.

(b) CONSTRUCTION OF AUTHORIZATION.—The
authorization of appropriations in subsection
(a) supersedes any other authorization of appro-
priations (definite or indefinite) for such pur-
pose for fiscal year 2016.

SEC. 422. REPORT ON FORCE STRUCTURE OF THE
ARMY.

(a) REPORT REQUIRED.—Not later than 90
days after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Secretary of Defense shall submit to Con-
gress a report containing the following:

(1) An assessment by the Secretary of Defense
of reports by the Secretary of the Army on the
force structure of the Army submitted to Con-
gress under section 1066 of the National Defense
Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2013 (Public
Law 112-239; 126 Stat. 1943) and section 1062 of
the National Defense Authorization Act for Fis-
cal Year 2015 (Public Law 113-291; 128 Stat.
3503).

(2) An evaluation of the adequacy of the
Army force structure proposed for the future-
years defense program for fiscal years 2017
through 2021 to meet the goals of the national
military strategy of the United States.

(3) An independent risk assessment by the
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff of the pro-
posed Army force structure and the ability of
such force structure to meet the operational re-
quirements of combatant commanders.

(4) A description of the planning assumptions
and scenarios used by the Department of De-
fense to validate the sice and force structure of
the Army, including the Army Reserve and the
Army National Guard.

(5) A certification by the Secretary of Defense
that the Secretary has reviewed the reports by
the Secretary of the Army and the assessments
of the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff and
determined that an end strength for active duty
personnel of the Army below the end strength
level authorized in section 401(1) of the National
Defense Authorication Act for Fiscal Year 2015
(Public Law 113-291; 128 Stat. 3348) will be ade-
quate to meet the national military strategy of
the United States.

(6) A description of various alternative options
for allocating funds to ensure that the end
strengths of the Army do not fall below levels of
significant risk, as determined pursuant to the
risk assessment conducted by the Chairman of
the Joint Chiefs of Staff under paragraph (3).

(7) Such other information or updates as the
Secretary of Defense considers appropriate.

(b) FORM.—The report required by subsection
(a) shall be submitted in unclassified form, but
may include a classified annezx.

TITLE V—MILITARY PERSONNEL POLICY

Subtitle A—Officer Personnel Policy

Sec. 501. Reinstatement of enhanced authority
for selective early discharge of
warrant officers.

Sec. 502. Equitable treatment of junior officers
excluded from an all-fully-quali-
fied-officers list because of admin-
istrative error.

Enhanced flexibility for determination
of officers to continue on active
duty and for selective early retire-
ment and early discharge.

Authority to defer until age 68 manda-
tory retirement for age of a gen-
eral or flag officer serving as
Chief or Deputy Chief of Chap-
lains of the Army, Navy, or Air
Force.

General rule for warrant officer retire-
ment in highest grade held satis-
factorily.

Implementation of Comptroller Gen-
eral recommendation on the defi-
nition and availability of costs as-
sociated with general and flag of-
ficers and their aides.

Subtitle B—Reserve Component Management

Sec. 511. Continued service in the Ready Re-
serve by Members of Congress who
are also members of the Ready Re-
serve.

Clarification of purpose of reserve
component special selection
boards as limited to correction of
error at a mandatory promotion
board.

Increase in number of days of active
duty required to be performed by
reserve component members for
duty to be considered Federal
service for purposes of unemploy-
ment  compensation  for exr-
servicemembers.

Temporary authority to use Air Force
reserve component personnel to
provide training and instruction
regarding pilot training.

Assessment of Military Compensation
and Retirement Modernization
Commission recommendation re-
garding consolidation of authori-
ties to order members of reserve
components to perform duty.

Subtitle C—General Service Authorities

521. Limited authority for Secretary con-
cerned to initiate applications for
correction of military records.

Temporary authority to develop and
provide additional recruitment in-
centives.

Expansion of authority to conduct
pilot programs on career flexi-
bility to enhance retention of
members of the Armed Forces.

Modification of notice and wait re-
quirements for change in ground
combat exclusion policy for female
members of the Armed Forces.

Role of Secretary of Defense in devel-
opment of gender-neutral occupa-
tional standards.

Establishment of process by which
members of the Armed Forces may
carry an appropriate firearm on a
military installation.

Establishment of breastfeeding policy
for the Department of the Army.

Sense of Congress recognizing the di-
versity of the members of the
Armed Forces.

Subtitle D—Military Justice, Including Sexual
Assault and Domestic Violence Prevention
and Response

Sec. 531. Enforcement of certain crime victim
rights by the Court of Criminal
Appeals.

Sec. 532. Department of Defense civilian em-
ployee access to Special Victims’
Counsel.

Sec. 503.

Sec. 504.

Sec. 505.

Sec. 506.

Sec. 512.

Sec. 513.

Sec. 514.

Sec. 515.

Sec.

Sec. 522.

Sec. 523.

Sec. 524.

Sec. 525.

Sec. 526.

527.

Sec.

Sec. 528.
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Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

533

534.

535.
536.

537.

538.

539.

540.

541.

542.

543.

544.

545.
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. Authority of Special Victims’ Counsel
to provide legal consultation and
assistance in connection with var-
ious Government proceedings.

Timely notification to victims of sex-
related offenses of the availability
of assistance from Special Victims’
Counsel.

Additional improvements to Special
Victims’ Counsel program.

Enhancement of confidentiality of re-
stricted reporting of sexual as-
sault in the military.

Modification of deadline for establish-
ment of Defense Advisory Com-
mittee on Investigation, Prosecu-
tion, and Defense of Sexual As-
sault in the Armed Forces.

Improved Department of Defense pre-
vention and response to sexual as-
saults in which the victim is a
male member of the Armed Forces.

Preventing retaliation against mem-
bers of the Armed Forces who re-
port or intervene on behalf of the
victim of an alleged sex-related of-
fence.

Sexual assault prevention and re-
sponse training for administrators
and instructors of Senior Reserve
Officers’ Training Corps.

Retention of case motes in investiga-
tions of sex-related offenses in-
volving members of the Army,
Navy, Air Force, or Marine Corps.

Comptroller General of the United
States reports on prevention and
response to sexual assault by the
Army National Guard and the
Army Reserve.

Improved implementation of changes
to Uniform Code of Military Jus-
tice.

Modification of Rule 104 of the Rules
for Courts-Martial to establish
certain prohibitions concerning
evaluations of Special Victims’
Counsel.

Modification of Rule 304 of the Mili-
tary Rules of Evidence relating to
the corroboration of a confession
or admission.

Subtitle E—Member Education, Training, and

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

551

552.

553.

554.

555.

556.

557.

556.

559.

Transition

. Enhancements to Yellow Ribbon Re-
integration Program.

Availability of preseparation coun-
seling for members of the Armed
Forces discharged or released
after limited active duty.

Availability of additional training op-
portunities under Transition As-
sistance Program.

Modification of requirement for in-
resident instruction for courses of
instruction offered as part of
Phase II joint professional mili-
tary education.

Termination of program of educational
assistance for reserve component
members supporting contingency
operations and other operations.

Appointments to military service acad-
emies from nominations made by
Delegates in Congress from the
Virgin Islands, Guam, American
Samoa, and the Commonwealth of
the Northern Mariana Islands.

Support for athletic programs of the
United States Military Academy.

Condition on admission of defense in-
dustry civilians to attend the
United States Air Force Institute
of Technology.

Quality assurance of certification pro-
grams and standards for profes-
sional credentials obtained by
members of the Armed Forces.
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Sec. 560. Prohibition on receipt of unemploy-
ment insurance while receiving
post-9/11 education assistance.

Sec. 561. Job Training and Post-Service Place-
ment Executive Committee.

Sec. 562. Recognition of additional involuntary
mobilization duty authorities ex-
empt from five-year limit on reem-
ployment rights of persons who
serve in the uniformed services.

Sec. 563. Expansion of outreach for veterans
transitioning from serving on ac-
tive duty.

Subtitle F—Defense Dependents’ Education and
Military Family Readiness Matters

Sec. 571. Continuation of authority to assist
local educational agencies that
benefit dependents of members of
the Armed Forces and Department
of Defense civilian employees.

Sec. 572. Impact aid for children with severe
disabilities.

Sec. 573. Authority to use appropriated funds to
support Department of Defense
student meal programs in domestic
dependent elementary and sec-
ondary schools located outside the
United States.

Sec. 574. Family support programs for imme-
diate family members of members
of the Armed Forces assigned to
special operations forces.

Subtitle G—Decorations and Awards

Sec. 581. Authorization for award of the Distin-
guished-Service Cross for acts of
extraordinary heroism during the
Korean War.

Subtitle H—Miscellaneous Reports and Other
Matters

Sec. 591. Coordination with non-government
suicide prevention organizations
and agencies to assist in reducing
suicides by members of the Armed
Forces.

Extension of semiannual reports on
the involuntary separation of
members of the Armed Forces.

Report on preliminary mental health
screenings for individuals becom-
ing members of the Armed Forces.

Report regarding new rulemaking
under the Military Lending Act
and Defense Manpower Data
Center reports and meetings.

Remotely piloted aircraft career field
manning shortfalls.

Subtitle A—Officer Personnel Policy
SEC. 501. REINSTATEMENT OF ENHANCED AU-
THORITY FOR SELECTIVE EARLY DIS-
CHARGE OF WARRANT OFFICERS.

Section 580a of title 10, United States Code, is
amended—

(1) in subsection (a), by striking ‘‘November
30, 1993, and ending on October 1, 1999’ and in-
serting ‘““‘October 1, 2015, and ending on October
1, 2019”; and

(2) in subsection (c)—

(4) by striking paragraph (3); and

(B) by redesignating paragraphs (4) and (5) as
paragraphs (3) and (4), respectively.

SEC. 502. EQUITABLE TREATMENT OF JUNIOR OF-

FICERS EXCLUDED FROM AN ALL-

Sec. 592.

Sec. 593.

Sec. 594.

Sec. 595.

FULLY-QUALIFIED-OFFICERS LIST
BECAUSE OF ADMINISTRATIVE
ERROR.

(a) OFFICERS ON ACTIVE-DUTY LIST.—Section
624(a)(3) of title 10, United States Code, is
amended by adding at the end the following
new subparagraph:

‘“(E) If the Secretary of the military depart-
ment concerned determines that one or more of-
ficers or former officers were not placed on an
all-fully-qualified-list under this paragraph be-
cause of administrative error, the Secretary may
prepare a supplemental all-fully-qualified-offi-
cers list containing the names of any such offi-
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cers for approval in accordance with this para-

graph.”.

(b) OFFICERS ON RESERVE ACTIVE-STATUS
LisT.—Section 14308(b)(4) of title 10, United
States Code, is amended by adding at the end
the following new subparagraph:

‘“(E) If the Secretary of the military depart-
ment concerned determines that one or more of-
ficers or former officers were not placed on an
all-fully-qualified-list under this paragraph be-
cause of administrative error, the Secretary may
prepare a supplemental all-fully-qualified-offi-
cers list containing the names of any such offi-
cers for approval in accordance with this para-
graph.”.

(c) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS TO SPECIAL SE-
LECTION BOARD AUTHORITY.—

(1) REGULAR COMPONENTS.—Section 628(a)(1)
of title 10, United States Code, is amended by
striking ‘“‘or the name of a person that should
have been placed on an all-fully-qualified-offi-
cers list under section 624(a)(3) of this title was
not so placed,”’.

(2) RESERVE COMPONENTS.—Section 14502(a)(1)
of title 10, United States Code, is amended by
striking ‘‘or whose name was not placed on an
all-fully-qualified-officers list wunder section
14308(b)(4) of this title because of administrative
error,”’.

SEC. 503. ENHANCED FLEXIBILITY FOR DETER-

MINATION OF OFFICERS TO CON-
TINUE ON ACTIVE DUTY AND FOR SE-
LECTIVE EARLY RETIREMENT AND
EARLY DISCHARGE.

Section 638a(d)(2) of title 10, United States
Code, is amended by striking ‘‘officers consid-
ered—"" and all that follows and inserting ‘‘offi-
cers considered.’’.

SEC. 504. AUTHORITY TO DEFER UNTIL AGE 68

MANDATORY RETIREMENT FOR AGE
OF A GENERAL OR FLAG OFFICER
SERVING AS CHIEF OR DEPUTY
CHIEF OF CHAPLAINS OF THE ARMY,
NAVY, OR AIR FORCE.

(a) DEFERRAL AUTHORITY.— Section 1253 of
title 10, United States Code, is amended by add-
ing at the end the following new subsection:

““(c) DEFERRED RETIREMENT OF CHAPLAINS.—
(1) The Secretary of the military department
concerned may defer the retirement under sub-
section (a) of an officer serving in a general or
flag officer grade who is the Chief of Chaplains
or Deputy Chief of Chaplains of that officer’s
armed force.

“(2) A deferment of the retirement of an offi-
cer referred to in paragraph (1) may not extend
beyond the first day of the month following the
month in which the officer becomes 68 years of
age.

“(3) The authority to defer the retirement of
an officer referred to in paragraph (1) expires
December 31, 2020. Subject to paragraph (2), a
deferment granted before that date may con-
tinue on and after that date.”’.

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENTS.—

(1) SECTION HEADING.—The heading of section
1253 of title 10, United States Code, is amended
to read as follows:

“§1253. Age 64: regular commissioned officers
in general and flag officer grades; excep-
tions”.

(2) TABLE OF SECTIONS.—The table of sections
at the beginning of chapter 63 of title 10, United
States Code, is amended by striking the item re-
lating to section 1253 and inserting the following
new item:

“1253. Age 64: regular commissioned officers in
general and flag officer grades;
exceptions.”’.

SEC. 505. GENERAL RULE FOR WARRANT OFFICER

RETIREMENT IN HIGHEST GRADE
HELD SATISFACTORILY.

Section 1371 of title 10, United States Code, is
amended to read as follows:

“§ 1371. Warrant officers: general rule

“Unless entitled to a higher retired grade
under some other provision of law, a warrant

September 29, 2015

officer shall be retired in the highest regular or

reserve warrant officer grade in which the war-

rant officer served satisfactorily, as determined

by the Secretary concerned.’’.

SEC. 506. IMPLEMENTATION OF COMPTROLLER
GENERAL RECOMMENDATION ON
THE DEFINITION AND AVAILABILITY
OF COSTS ASSOCIATED WITH GEN-
ERAL AND FLAG OFFICERS AND
THEIR AIDES.

(a) DEFINITION OF COSTS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—For the purpose of providing
a consistent approach to estimating and man-
aging the full costs associated with general and
flag officers and their aides, the Secretary of
Defense shall direct the Director, Cost Assess-
ment and Program Evaluation, to define the
costs that could be associated with general and
flag officers since 2001, including—

(A) security details;

(B) Government and commercial air travel;

(C) general and flag officer per diem;

(D) enlisted and officer aide housing and
travel costs;

(E) general and flag officer additional support
staff and their travel, equipment, and per diem
costs;

(F) general and flag officer official residences;
and

(G) any other associated costs incurred due to
the nature of their position.

(2) COORDINATION.—The Director, Cost Assess-
ment and Program Evaluation, shall prepare the
definition of costs under paragraph (1) in co-
ordination with the Under Secretary of Defense
for Personnel and Readiness and the Secretaries
of the military departments.

(b) REPORT ON COSTS ASSOCIATED WITH GEN-
ERAL AND FLAG OFFICERS AND AIDES.—Not later
than June 30, 2016, the Secretary of Defense
shall submit to the Committees on Armed Serv-
ices of the Senate and the House of Representa-
tives a report describing the costs associated
with general and flag officers and their enlisted
and officer aides.

Subtitle B—Reserve Component Management

SEC. 511. CONTINUED SERVICE IN THE READY RE-
SERVE BY MEMBERS OF CONGRESS
WHO ARE ALSO MEMBERS OF THE
READY RESERVE.

Section 10149 of title 10, United States Code, is
amended—

(1) by redesignating subsection (b) as sub-
section (c); and

(2) by inserting after subsection (a) the fol-
lowing new subsection:

““(b)(1) In applying Ready Reserve continuous
screening under this section, an individual who
is both a member of the Ready Reserve and a
Member of Congress may not be transferred to
the Standby Reserve or discharged on account
of the individual’s position as a Member of Con-
gress.

‘““(2) The transfer or discharge of an indi-
vidual who is both a member of the Ready Re-
serve and a Member of Congress may be or-
dered—

“(A) only by the Secretary of Defense or, in
the case of a Member of Congress who also is a
member of the Coast Guard Reserve, the Sec-
retary of the Department in which the Coast
Guard is operating when it is not operating as
a service in the Navy; and

‘““(B) only on the basis of the needs of the
service, taking into consideration the position
and duties of the individual in the Ready Re-
serve.

“(3) In this subsection, the term ‘Member of
Congress’ includes a Delegate or Resident Com-
missioner to Congress and a Member-elect.”’.
SEC. 512. CLARIFICATION OF PURPOSE OF RE-

SERVE COMPONENT SPECIAL SELEC-
TION BOARDS AS LIMITED TO COR-
RECTION OF ERROR AT A MANDA-
TORY PROMOTION BOARD.

Section 14502(b) of title 10, United States
Code, is amended—

(1) in paragraph (1)—
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(4) in the matter preceding subparagraph (4),
by striking ‘‘a selection board’’ and inserting “‘a
mandatory promotion board convened under
section 14101(a) of this title”’; and

(B) in subparagraphs (A) and (B), by striking
‘“‘selection board’” and inserting ‘‘mandatory
promotion board’’; and

(2) in the first sentence of paragraph (3)—

(A) by striking ‘“‘Such board’ and inserting
“The special selection board’’; and

(B) by striking ‘‘selection board’’ and insert-
ing ‘“‘mandatory promotion board’’.

SEC. 513. INCREASE IN NUMBER OF DAYS OF AC-
TIVE DUTY REQUIRED TO BE PER-
FORMED BY RESERVE COMPONENT
MEMBERS FOR DUTY TO BE CONSID-
ERED FEDERAL SERVICE FOR PUR-
POSES OF UNEMPLOYMENT COM-
PENSATION FOR EX-
SERVICEMEMBERS.

(a) INCREASE OF NUMBER OF DAYS.—Section
8521(a)(1) of title 5, United States Code, is
amended by striking ‘90 days’ in the matter
preceding subparagraph (A) and inserting ‘180
days’’.

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment made
by subsection (a) shall take effect on the date of
the enactment of this Act, and shall apply with
respect to periods of Federal service commencing
on or after that date.

SEC. 514. TEMPORARY AUTHORITY TO USE AIR
FORCE RESERVE COMPONENT PER-
SONNEL TO PROVIDE TRAINING AND
INSTRUCTION REGARDING PILOT
TRAINING.

(a) AUTHORITY.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—During fiscal year 2016, the
Secretary of the Air Force may authorize per-
sonnel described in paragraph (2) to provide
training and instruction regarding pilot training
to the following:

(A) Members of the Armed Forces on active
duty.

(B) Members of foreign military forces who are
in the United States.

(2) PERSONNEL.—The personnel described in
this paragraph are the following:

(A) Members of the reserve components of the
Air Force on active Guard and Reserve duty (as
that term is defined in section 101(d) of title 10,
United States Code) who are not otherwise au-
thorized to conduct the training described in
paragraph (1) due to the limitations in section
12310 of title 10, United States Code.

(B) Members of the Air Force who are military
technicians (dual status) who are not otherwise
authoriced to conduct the training described in
paragraph (1) due to the limitations in section
10216 of title 10, United States Code, and section
709(a) of title 32, United States Code.

(3) LIMITATION.—Not more than 50 members
described in paragraph (2) may provide training
and instruction under the authority in para-
graph (1) at any one time.

(4) FEDERAL TORT CLAIMS ACT.—Members of
the uniformed services described in paragraph
(2) who provide training and instruction pursu-
ant to the authority in paragraph (1) shall be
covered by the Federal Tort Claims Act for pur-
poses of any claim arising from the employment
of such individuals under that authority.

(b) REPORT.—Not later than 180 days after the
date of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary
of the Air Force shall submit to the Committees
on Armed Services of the Senate and the House
of Representatives a report setting forth a plan
to eliminate shortages in the number of pilot in-
structors within the Air Force using authorities
available to the Secretary under current law.
SEC. 515. ASSESSMENT OF MILITARY COMPENSA-

TION AND RETIREMENT MODERNIZA-
TION COMMISSION RECOMMENDA-
TION REGARDING CONSOLIDATION
OF AUTHORITIES TO ORDER MEM-
BERS OF RESERVE COMPONENTS TO
PERFORM DUTY.

(a) ASSESSMENT REQUIRED.—The Secretary of
Defense shall conduct an assessment of the rec-
ommendation of the Military Compensation and
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Retirement Modernization Commission regard-
ing consolidation of statutory authorities by
which members of the reserve components of the
Armed Forces may be ordered to perform duty.
The Secretary shall specifically assess each of
the six broader duty statuses recommended by
the Commission as replacements for the 30 re-
serve component duty statuses currently author-
ized to determine whether consolidation will in-
crease efficiency in the reserve components.

(b) SUBMISSION OF REPORT.—Not later than
180 days after the date of the enactment of this
Act, the Secretary of Defense shall submit to the
Committees on Armed Services of the Senate and
the House of Representatives a report con-
taining the results of the Secretary’s assessment.
If, as a result of the assessment, the Secretary
determines that an alternate approach to con-
solidation of the statutory authorities described
in subsection (a) is preferable, the Secretary
shall submit the alternate approach, including a
draft of such legislation as would be mecessary
to amend titles 10, 14, 32, and 37 of the United
States Code and other provisions of law in order
to implement the Secretary’s approach by Octo-
ber 1, 2018.

Subtitle C—General Service Authorities

SEC. 521. LIMITED AUTHORITY FOR SECRETARY
CONCERNED TO INITIATE APPLICA-
TIONS FOR CORRECTION OF MILI-
TARY RECORDS.

Section 1552(b) of title 10, United States Code,
is amended—

(1) in the first sentence—

(A) by striking ‘“‘or his heir or legal represent-
ative’ and inserting ‘‘(or the claimant’s heir or
legal representative) or the Secretary con-
cerned’’; and

(B) by striking ‘“‘he discovers’ and inserting
“discovering’’; and

(2) in the second sentence, by striking ‘‘How-
ever, a board’” and inserting the following:
“The Secretary concerned may file a request for
correction of a military record only if the re-
quest is made on behalf of a group of members
or former members of the armed forces who were
similarly harmed by the same error or injustice.
A board’.

SEC. 522. TEMPORARY AUTHORITY TO DEVELOP
AND PROVIDE ADDITIONAL RE-
CRUITMENT INCENTIVES.

(a) ADDITIONAL RECRUITMENT INCENTIVES AU-
THORIZED.—The Secretary of a military depart-
ment may develop and provide incentives, not
otherwise authorized by law, to encourage indi-
viduals to accept an appointment as a commis-
sioned officer, to accept an appointment as a
warrant officer, or to enlist in an Armed Force
under the jurisdiction of the Secretary.

(b) RELATION TO OTHER PERSONNEL AUTHORI-
TIES.—A recruitment incentive developed under
subsection (a) may be provided—

(1) without regard to the lack of specific au-
thority for the recruitment incentive under title
10 or 37, United States Code; and

(2) notwithstanding any provision of such ti-
tles, or any rule or regulation prescribed under
such provision, relating to methods of providing
incentives to individuals to accept appointments
or enlistments in the Armed Forces, including
the provision of group or individual bonuses,
pay, or other incentives.

(c) NOTICE AND WAIT REQUIREMENT.—The
Secretary of a military department may not pro-
vide a recruitment incentive developed under
subsection (a) until—

(1) the Secretary submits to the congressional
defense committees a plan regarding provision of
the recruitment incentive, which includes—

(A) a description of the incentive, including
the purpose of the incentive and the potential
recruits to be addressed by the incentive;

(B) a description of the provisions of titles 10
and 37, United States Code, from which the in-
centive would require a waiver and the ration-
ale to support the waiver;

(C) a statement of the anticipated outcomes as
a result of providing the incentive; and
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(D) a description of the method to be used to
evaluate the effectiveness of the incentive; and

(2) the expiration of the 30-day period begin-
ning on the date on which the plan was received
by Congress.

(d) LIMITATION ON NUMBER OF INCENTIVES.—
The Secretary of a military department may not
provide more than three recruitment incentives
under the authority of this section.

(e) LIMITATION ON NUMBER OF INDIVIDUALS
RECEIVING INCENTIVES.—The number of individ-
uals who receive one or more of the recruitment
incentives provided under subsection (a) by the
Secretary of a military department during a fis-
cal year for an Armed Force under the jurisdic-
tion of the Secretary may not exceed 20 percent
of the accession objective of that Armed Force
for that fiscal year.

(f) DURATION OF DEVELOPED INCENTIVE.—A
recruitment incentive developed under Ssub-
section (a) may be provided for not longer than
a three-year period beginning on the date on
which the incentive is first provided, except that
the Secretary of the military department con-
cerned may extend the period if the Secretary
determines that additional time is needed to
fully evaluate the effectiveness of the incentive.

(9) REPORTING REQUIREMENTS.—If the Sec-
retary of a military department provides an re-
cruitment incentive under subsection (a) for a
fiscal year, the Secretary shall submit to the
congressional defense committees a report, not
later than 60 days after the end of the fiscal
year, containing—

(1) a description of each incentive provided
under subsection (a) during that fiscal year;
and

(2) an assessment of the impact of the incen-
tives on the recruitment of individuals for an
Armed Force under the jurisdiction of the Sec-
retary.

(h) TERMINATION OF AUTHORITY TO PROVIDE
INCENTIVES.—Notwithstanding subsection (f);
the authority to provide recruitment incentives
under this section expires on December 31, 2020.
SEC. 523. EXPANSION OF AUTHORITY TO CON-

DUCT PILOT PROGRAMS ON CAREER
FLEXIBILITY TO ENHANCE RETEN-
TION OF MEMBERS OF THE ARMED
FORCES.

(a) REPEAL OF LIMITATION ON ELIGIBLE PAR-
TICIPANTS.—Subsection (b) of section 533 of the
Duncan Hunter National Defense Authorization
Act for Fiscal Year 2009 (Public Law 110-417; 10
U.S.C. prec. 701 note) is repealed.

(b) REPEAL OF LIMITATION ON NUMBER OF
PARTICIPANTS.—Subsection (c) of section 533 of
the Duncan Hunter National Defense Author-
ization Act for Fiscal Year 2009 (Public Law
110-417; 10 U.S.C. prec. 701 note) is repealed.

(c) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.—Section 533 of
the Duncan Hunter National Defense Author-
ization Act for Fiscal Year 2009 (Public Law
110417; 10 U.S.C. prec. 701 note) is further
amended—

(1) by redesignating subsections (d) through
(m) as subsections (b) through (k), respectively;
and

(2) in subsections (b)(1), (d), and (f)(3)(D) (as
so redesignated), by striking ‘‘subsection (e)”’
each place it appears and inserting ‘‘subsection
(c)”.

SEC. 524. MODIFICATION OF NOTICE AND WAIT
REQUIREMENTS FOR CHANGE IN
GROUND COMBAT EXCLUSION POL-
ICY FOR FEMALE MEMBERS OF THE
ARMED FORCES.

(a) RULE FOR GROUND COMBAT PERSONNEL
PoLicy.—Section 652(a) of title 10, United States
Code, is amended—

(1) in paragraph (1)—

(A) in the first sentence, by striking ‘‘before
any such change is implemented’’ and inserting
“not less than 30 calendar days before such
change is implemented’’; and

(B) by striking the second sentence; and

(2) by striking paragraph (5).

() CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—Section
652(b)(1) of title 10, United States Code, is
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amended by
“days’’.
SEC. 525. ROLE OF SECRETARY OF DEFENSE IN
DEVELOPMENT OF GENDER-NEU-
TRAL OCCUPATIONAL STANDARDS.
Section 524(a) of the National Defense Au-
thorization Act for Fiscal Year 2015 (Public Law
113-291; 128 Stat. 3361; 10 U.S.C. 113 note) is
amended—
(1) by striking ‘“‘and’’ at the end of paragraph

inserting ‘‘calendar’  before

);

(2) by striking the period at the end of para-
graph (2) and inserting “‘; and’’; and

(3) by adding at the end the following new
paragraph:

‘“(3) measure the combat readiness of combat
units, including special operations forces.”’.

SEC. 526. ESTABLISHMENT OF PROCESS BY
WHICH MEMBERS OF THE ARMED
FORCES MAY CARRY AN APPRO-
PRIATE FIREARM ON A MILITARY IN-
STALLATION.

Not later than December 31, 2015, the Sec-
retary of Defense, taking into consideration the
views of senior leadership of military installa-
tions in the United States, shall establish and
implement a process by which the commanders
of military installations in the United States, or
other military commanders designated by the
Secretary of Defense for military reserve centers,
Armed Services recruiting centers, and such
other defense facilities as the Secretary may pre-
scribe, may authorice a member of the Armed
Forces who is assigned to duty at the installa-
tion, center or facility to carry an appropriate
firearm on the installation, center, or facility if
the commander determines that carrying such a
firearm is mecessary as a personal- or force-pro-
tection measure.

SEC. 527. ESTABLISHMENT OF BREASTFEEDING
POLICY FOR THE DEPARTMENT OF
THE ARMY.

The Secretary of the Army shall develop a
comprehensive policy regarding breastfeeding by
female members of the Army who are
breastfeeding. At a minimum, the policy shall
address the following:

(1) The provision of a designated room or area
that will provide the member with adequate pri-
vacy and cleanliness and that includes an elec-
trical outlet to facilitate the use of a breast
pump. Restrooms should not be considered an
appropriate location.

(2) An allowance for appropriate breaks,
when practicable, to permit the member to
breastfeed or utilize a breast pump.

SEC. 528. SENSE OF CONGRESS RECOGNIZING
THE DIVERSITY OF THE MEMBERS
OF THE ARMED FORCES.

(a) FINDINGS.—Congress finds the following:

(1) The United States military includes indi-
viduals with a variety of national, ethnic, and
cultural backgrounds that have roots all over
the world.

(2) In addition to diverse backgrounds, mem-
bers of the Armed Forces come from numerous
religious traditions, including Christian, Hindu,
Jewish, Muslim, Sikh, non-denominational,
non-practicing, and many more.

(3) Members of the Armed Forces from diverse
backgrounds and religious traditions have lost
their lives or been injured defending the na-
tional security of the United States.

(4) Diversity contributes to the strength of the
Armed Forces, and service members from dif-
ferent backgrounds and religious traditions
share the same goal of defending the United
States.

(5) The unity of the Armed Forces reflects the
strength in diversity that makes the United
States a great nation.

(b) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of
Congress that the United States should—

(1) continue to recognize and promote diver-
sity in the Armed Forces; and

(2) honor those from all diverse backgrounds
and religious traditions who have made sac-
rifices in serving the United States through the
Armed Forces.
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Subtitle D—Military Justice, Including Sex-
ual Assault and Domestic Violence Preven-
tion and Response

SEC. 531. ENFORCEMENT OF CERTAIN CRIME VIC-
TIM RIGHTS BY THE COURT OF
CRIMINAL APPEALS.

Subsection (e) of section 806b of title 10,
United States Code (article 6b of the Uniform
Code of Military Justice), is amended to read as
follows:

“(e) ENFORCEMENT BY COURT OF CRIMINAL
APPEALS.—(1) If the victim of an offense under
this chapter believes that a preliminary hearing
ruling under section 832 of this title (article 32)
or a court-martial ruling violates the rights of
the victim afforded by a section (article) or rule
specified in paragraph (4), the victim may peti-
tion the Court of Criminal Appeals for a writ of
mandamus to require the preliminary hearing
officer or the court-martial to comply with the
section (article) or rule.

“(2) If the victim of an offense under this
chapter is subject to an order to submit to a dep-
osition, notwithstanding the availability of the
victim to testify at the court-martial trying the
accused for the offense, the victim may petition
the Court of Criminal Appeals for a writ of man-
damus to quash such order.

“(3) A petition for a writ of mandamus de-
scribed in this subsection shall be forwarded di-
rectly to the Court of Criminal Appeals, by such
means as may be prescribed by the President,
and, to the extent practicable, shall have pri-
ority over all other proceedings before the court.

“(4) Paragraph (1) applies with respect to the
protections afforded by the following:

““(A) This section (article).

““(B) Section 832 (article 32) of this title.

“(C) Military Rule of Evidence 412, relating to
the admission of evidence regarding a victim’s
sexual background.

‘(D) Military Rule of Evidence 513, relating to
the psychotherapist-patient privilege.

“(E) Military Rule of Evidence 514, relating to
the victim advocate-victim privilege.

“(F) Military Rule of Evidence 615, relating to
the exclusion of witnesses.”’.

SEC. 532. DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE CIVILIAN
EMPLOYEE ACCESS TO SPECIAL VIC-
TIMS’ COUNSEL.

Section 1044e(a)(2) of title 10, United States
Code, is amended by adding the following new
subparagraph:

“(C) A civilian employee of the Department of
Defense who is not eligible for military legal as-
sistance under section 1044(a)(7) of this title, but
who is the victim of an alleged sex-related of-
fense, and the Secretary of Defense or the Sec-
retary of the military department concerned
waives the condition in such section for the pur-
poses of offering Special Victims’ Counsel serv-
ices to the employee.”.

SEC. 533. AUTHORITY OF SPECIAL VICTIMS’
COUNSEL TO PROVIDE LEGAL CON-
SULTATION AND ASSISTANCE IN
CONNECTION WITH VARIOUS GOV-
ERNMENT PROCEEDINGS.

Section 1044e(b) of title 10, United States
Code, is amended—

(1) by redesignating paragraph (9) as para-
graph (10); and

(2) by inserting after paragraph (8) the fol-
lowing new paragraph (9):

““(9) Legal consultation and assistance in con-
nection with—

“(A) any complaint against the Government,
including an allegation under review by an in-
spector general and a complaint regarding equal
employment opportunities;

“(B) any request to the Government for infor-
mation, including a request under section 552a
of title 5 (commonly referred to as a ‘Freedom of
Information Act request’); and

“(C) any correspondence or other communica-
tions with Congress.”’.
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SEC. 534. TIMELY NOTIFICATION TO VICTIMS OF
SEX-RELATED OFFENSES OF THE
AVAILABILITY OF ASSISTANCE FROM
SPECIAL VICTIMS’ COUNSEL.

(a) TIMELY NOTICE DESCRIBED.—Section
1044e(f) of title 10, United States Code, is
amended—

(1) by redesignating paragraph (2) as para-
graph (3); and

(2) by inserting after paragraph (1) the fol-
lowing new paragraph (2):

““(2) Subject to such exceptions for exigent cir-
cumstances as the Secretary of Defense and the
Secretary of the Department in which the Coast
Guard is operating may prescribe, notice of the
availability of a Special Victims’ Counsel shall
be provided to an individual described in sub-
section (a)(2) before any military criminal inves-
tigator or trial counsel interviews, or requests
any statement from, the individual regarding
the alleged sex-related offense.”’.

(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENT TO RELATED
LEGAL ASSISTANCE AUTHORITY.—Section
1565b(a) of title 10, United States Code, is
amended—

(1) by redesignating paragraph (3) as para-
graph (4); and

(2) by inserting after paragraph (2) the fol-
lowing new paragraph (3):

““(3) Subject to such exceptions for exigent cir-
cumstances as the Secretary of Defense and the
Secretary of the Department in which the Coast
Guard is operating may prescribe, notice of the
availability of a Special Victims’ Counsel under
section 1044e of this title shall be provided to a
member of the armed forces or dependent who is
the victim of sexual assault before any military
criminal investigator or trial counsel interviews,
or requests any statement from, the member or
dependent regarding the alleged sexual as-
sault.”.

SEC. 535. ADDITIONAL IMPROVEMENTS TO SPE-
CIAL VICTIMS’ COUNSEL PROGRAM.

(a) TRAINING TIME PERIOD AND REQUIRE-
MENTS.—Section 1044e(d) of title 10, United
States Code, is amended—

(1) by inserting ‘“(1)”’ before “‘An individual’’;

(2) by designating existing paragraphs (1) and
(2) as subparagraphs (4) and (B), respectively;
and

(3) by adding at the end the following new
paragraph:

““(2) The Secretary of Defense shall—

““(A) develop a policy to standardize the time
period within which a Special Victims’ Counsel
receives training; and

‘““(B) establish the baseline training require-
ments for a Special Victims’ Counsel.”’.

(b) IMPROVED ADMINISTRATIVE RESPONSI-
BILITY.—Section 1044e(e) of title 10, United
States Code, is amended by adding at the end
the following new paragraph:

“(3) The Secretary of Defense, in collabora-
tion with the Secretaries of the military depart-
ments and the Secretary of the Department in
which the Coast Guard is operating, shall estab-
lish—

‘““(A) guiding principles for the Special Vic-
tims’ Counsel program, to include ensuring
that—

““(i) Special Victims’ Counsel are assigned to
locations that maximize the opportunity for
face-to-face communication between counsel
and clients; and

‘“(ii) effective means of communication are
available to permit counsel and client inter-
actions when face-to-face communication is not
feasible;

‘““(B) performance measures and standards to
measure the effectiveness of the Special Victims’
Counsel program and client satisfaction with
the program; and

“(C) processes by which the Secretaries of the
military departments and the Secretary of the
Department in which the Coast Guard is oper-
ating will evaluate and monitor the Special Vic-
tims’ Counsel program using such guiding prin-
ciples and performance measures and stand-
ards.”’.
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(c) CONFORMING AMENDMENT REGARDING
QUALIFICATIONS.—Section 1044(d)(2) of chapter
53 of title 10, United States Code is amended by
striking ‘‘meets the additional qualifications
specified in subsection (d)(2)” and inserting
‘“‘satisfies the additional qualifications and
training requirements specified in subsection
a@:.

SEC. 536. ENHANCEMENT OF CONFIDENTIALITY
OF RESTRICTED REPORTING OF SEX-
UAL ASSAULT IN THE MILITARY.

(a) PREEMPTION OF STATE LAW TO ENSURE
CONFIDENTIALITY OF REPORTING.—Section
1565b(b) of title 10, United States Code, is
amended by adding at the end the following
new paragraph:

“(3) In the case of information disclosed pur-
suant to paragraph (1), any State law or regula-
tion that would require an individual specified
in paragraph (2) to disclose the personally iden-
tifiable information of the adult victim or al-
leged perpetrator of the sexual assault to a State
or local law enforcement agency shall not
apply, except when reporting is necessary to
prevent or mitigate a serious and imminent
threat to the health or safety of an individual.”’.

(b) CLARIFICATION  OF  SCOPE.—Section
1565b(b)(1) of title 10, United States Code, is
amended by striking ‘‘a dependent’’ and insert-
ing “‘an adult dependent’’.

(c) DEFINITIONS.—Section 1565b of title 10,
United States Code, is amended by adding at the
end the following new subsection:

‘‘(c) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

‘““(1) SEXUAL ASSAULT.—The term ‘sexual as-
sault’ includes the offenses of rape, sexual as-
sault, forcible sodomy, aggravated sexual con-
tact, abusive sexual contact, and attempts to
commit such offenses, as punishable under ap-
plicable Federal or State law.

“(2) STATE.—The term ‘State’ includes the
District of Columbia, the Commonwealth of
Puerto Rico, the Commonwealth of the Northern
Mariana Islands, and any territory or posses-
sion of the United States.”’.

SEC. 537. MODIFICATION OF DEADLINE FOR ES-
TABLISHMENT OF DEFENSE ADVI-
SORY COMMITTEE ON INVESTIGA-
TION, PROSECUTION, AND DEFENSE
OF SEXUAL ASSAULT IN THE ARMED
FORCES.

Section 546(a)(2) of the Carl Levin and How-
ard P. “Buck’ McKeon National Defense Au-
thorization Act for Fiscal Year 2015 (Public Law
113-291; 128 Stat. 3374; 10 U.S.C. 1561 note) is
amended by striking ‘‘not later than’ and all
that follows and inserting ‘“‘not later than 90
days after the date of the enactment of the Na-
tional Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal
Year 2016.”".

SEC. 538. IMPROVED DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE
PREVENTION AND RESPONSE TO
SEXUAL ASSAULTS IN WHICH THE
VICTIM IS A MALE MEMBER OF THE
ARMED FORCES.

(a) PLAN TO IMPROVE PREVENTION AND RE-
SPONSE.—The Secretary of Defense, in collabo-
ration with the Secretaries of the military de-
partments, shall develop a plan to improve De-
partment of Defense prevention and response to
sexual assaults in which the victim is a male
member of the Armed Forces.

(b) ELEMENTS.—The plan required by sub-
section (a) shall include the following:

(1) Sexual assault prevention and response
training to more comprehensively and directly
address the incidence of male members of the
Armed Forces who are sexually assaulted and
how certain behavior and activities, such as
hazing, can constitute a sexual assault.

(2) Methods to evaluate the extent to which
differences exist in the medical and mental
health-care needs of male and female sexual as-
sault victims, and the care regimen, if any, that
will best meet those needs.

(3) Data-driven decision making to improve
male-victim sexual assault prevention and re-
sponse program efforts.
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(4) Goals with associated metrics to drive the
changes meeded to address sexual assaults of
male members of the Armed Forces.

(5) Information about the sexual victimization
of males in communications to members that are
used to raise awareness of sexual assault and
efforts to prevent and respond to it.

(6) Guidance for the department’s medical and
mental health providers, and other personnel as
appropriate, based on the results of the evalua-
tion described in paragraph (2), that delineates
these gender-specific distinctions and the care
regimen that is recommended to most effectively
meet those needs.

SEC. 539. PREVENTING RETALIATION AGAINST
MEMBERS OF THE ARMED FORCES
WHO REPORT OR INTERVENE ON BE-
HALF OF THE VICTIM OF AN AL-
LEGED SEX-RELATED OFFENCE.

(a) STRATEGY REQUIRED.—The Secretary of
Defense shall develop a comprehensive strategy
to prevent retaliation carried out by members of
the Armed Forces against other members who re-
port or otherwise intervene on behalf of the vic-
tim of an alleged sex-related offence.

(b) ELEMENTS.—The comprehensive strategy
required by subsection (a) shall include, at a
minimum, the following:

(1) Bystander intervention programs empha-
sizing the importance of guarding against retal-
iation.

(2) Department of Defense and military de-
partment policies and requirements to ensure
protection for wvictims of alleged sex-related
offences and members who intervene on behalf
of victims from retaliation.

(3) Additional training for commanders on
methods and procedures to combat attitudes and
beliefs that result in retaliation.

(c) DEFINITIONS.—For purposes of this section:

(1) The term “‘alleged sex-related offence’’ has
the meaning given that term in section 1044e(g)
of title 10, United States Code.

(2) The term ‘‘retaliation’ has such meaning
as may be given that term by the Secretary of
Defense in the development of the strategy re-
quired by subsection (a).

SEC. 540. SEXUAL ASSAULT PREVENTION AND RE-
SPONSE TRAINING FOR ADMINIS-
TRATORS AND INSTRUCTORS OF
SENIOR RESERVE OFFICERS’ TRAIN-
ING CORPS.

The Secretary of a military department shall
ensure that the commander of each unit of the
Senior Reserve Officers’ Training Corps and all
Professors of Military Science, senior military
instructors, and civilian employees detailed, as-
signed, or employed as administrators and in-
structors of the Senior Reserve Officers’ Train-
ing Corps receive regular sexual assault preven-
tion and response training and education.

SEC. 541. RETENTION OF CASE NOTES IN INVES-
TIGATIONS OF SEX-RELATED OF-
FENSES INVOLVING MEMBERS OF
THE ARMY, NAVY, AIR FORCE, OR MA-
RINE CORPS.

(a) RETENTION OF ALL INVESTIGATIVE
RECORDS REQUIRED.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act, the
Secretary of Defense shall update Department of
Defense records retention policies to ensure
that, for all investigations relating to an alleged
sex-related offense (as defined in section
1044e(g) of title 10, United States Code) involv-
ing a member of the Army, Navy, Air Force, or
Marine Corps, all elements of the case file shall
be retained as part of the investigative records
retained in accordance with section 586 of the
National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal
Year 2012 (Public Law 112-81; 10 U.S.C. 1561
note).

(b) ELEMENTS.—In updating records retention
policies as required by subsection (a), the Sec-
retary of Defense shall address, at a minimum,
the following matters:

(1) The elements of the case file to be retained
must include, at a minimum, the case activity
record, case review record, investigative plans,
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and all case notes made by an investigating
agent or agents.

(2) All investigative records must be retained
for no less than 50 years.

(3) No element of the case file may be de-
stroyed until the expiration of the time that in-
vestigative records must be kept.

(4) Records may be stored digitally or in hard
copy, in accordance with existing law or regula-
tions or additionally prescribed policy consid-
ered necessary by the Secretary of the military
department concerned.

(c) CONSISTENT EDUCATION AND POLICY.—The
Secretary of Defense shall ensure that existing
policy, education, and training are updated to
reflect policy changes in accordance with sub-
section (a).

(d) UNIFORM APPLICATION TO MILITARY DE-
PARTMENTS.—The Secretary of Defense shall en-
sure that, to the maximum extent practicable,
the policy developed under subsections (a) is im-
plemented uniformly by the military depart-
ments.
SEC. 542. COMPTROLLER GENERAL OF THE
UNITED STATES REPORTS ON PRE-
VENTION AND RESPONSE TO SEXUAL
ASSAULT BY THE ARMY NATIONAL
GUARD AND THE ARMY RESERVE.

(a) INITIAL REPORT.—Not later than April 1,
2016, the Comptroller General of the United
States shall submit to Congress a report on the
preliminary assessment of the Comptroller Gen-
eral (made pursuant to a review conducted by
the Comptroller General for purposes of this sec-
tion) of the extent to which the Army National
Guard and the Army Reserve—

(1) have in place policies and programs to pre-
vent and respond to incidents of sexual assault
involving members of the Army National Guard
or the Army Reserve, as applicable;

(2) provide medical and mental health care
services to members of the Army National Guard
or the Army Reserve, as applicable, following a
sexual assault; and

(3) have identified whether the nature of serv-
ice in the Army National Guard or the Army Re-
serve, as the case may be, poses challenges to
the prevention of or response to sexual assault.

(b) ADDITIONAL REPORTS.—If after submitting
the report required by subsection (a) the Comp-
troller General makes additional assessments as
a result of the review described in that sub-
section, the Comptroller General shall submit to
Congress such reports on such additional assess-
ments as the Comptroller General considers ap-
propriate.
SEC. 543. IMPROVED IMPLEMENTATION OF
CHANGES TO UNIFORM CODE OF
MILITARY JUSTICE.

The Secretary of Defense shall examine the
Department of Defense process for implementing
statutory changes to the Uniform Code of Mili-
tary Justice for the purpose of developing op-
tions for streamlining such process. The Sec-
retary shall adopt procedures to ensure that
legal guidance is published as soon as prac-
ticable whenever statutory changes to the Uni-
form Code of Military Justice are implemented.
SEC. 544. MODIFICATION OF RULE 104 OF THE

RULES FOR COURTS-MARTIAL TO ES-
TABLISH CERTAIN PROHIBITIONS
CONCERNING EVALUATIONS OF SPE-
CIAL VICTIMS’ COUNSEL.

Not later than 180 days after the date of the
enactment of this Act, Rule 104(b) of the Rules
for Courts-Martial shall be modified to provide
that the prohibitions concerning evaluations es-
tablished by that Rule shall apply to the giving
of a less favorable rating or evaluation to any
member of the Armed Forces serving as a Special
Victims’ Counsel because of the zeal with which
such counsel represented a victim.

SEC. 545. MODIFICATION OF RULE 304 OF THE
MILITARY RULES OF EVIDENCE RE-
LATING TO THE CORROBORATION
OF A CONFESSION OR ADMISSION.

To the extent the President considers prac-
ticable, the President shall modify Rule 304(c) of
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the Military Rules of Evidence to conform to the
rules governing the admissibility of the corrobo-
ration of admissions and confessions in the trial
of criminal cases in the United States district
courts.

Subtitle E—Member Education, Training, and

Transition
SEC. 551. ENHANCEMENTS TO YELLOW RIBBON
REINTEGRATION PROGRAM.

(a) SCOPE AND PURPOSE.—Section 582(a) of the
National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal
Year 2008 (Public Law 110-181; 10 U.S.C. 10101
note) is amended by striking ‘‘combat veteran’’.

(b) ELIGIBILITY.—

(1) DEFINITION.—Section 582 of the National
Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2008
(Public Law 110-181; 10 U.S.C. 10101 note) is
amended by adding at the end the following
new subsection:

‘(1) ELIGIBLE INDIVIDUALS DEFINED.—For the
purposes of this section, the term ‘eligible indi-
vidual’ means a member of a reserve component,
a member of their family, or a designated rep-
resentative who the Secretary of Defense deter-
mines to be eligible for the Yellow Ribbon Re-
integration Program.”’.

(2) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.—Section 582 of
the National Defense Authorization Act for Fis-
cal Year 2008 (Public Law 110-181; 10 U.S.C.
10101 note) is amended—

(A) in subsection (a), by striking ‘‘National
Guard and Reserve members and their families’
and inserting ‘‘eligible individuals’’;

(B) in subsection (b), by striking ‘‘members of
the reserve components of the Armed Forces,
their families,” and inserting ‘‘eligible individ-
uals’’;

(C) in subsection (d)(2)(C), by striking ‘‘mem-
bers of the Armed Forces and their families’
and inserting ‘‘eligible individuals’’;

(D) in subsection (h), in the matter preceding
paragraph (1)—

(i) by striking ‘“‘members of the Armed Forces
and their family members’’ and inserting ‘‘eligi-
ble individuals’’; and

(ii) by striking ‘‘such members and their fam-
ily members’ and inserting ‘‘such eligible indi-
viduals’’;

(E) in subsection (j), by striking ‘‘members of
the Armed Forces and their families’’ and insert-
ing “‘eligible individuals’’; and

(F) in subsection (k), by striking ‘‘individual
members of the Armed Forces and their families”
and inserting ‘‘eligible individuals’’.

(c) OFFICE FOR REINTEGRATION PROGRAMS.—
Section 582(d) of the National Defense Author-
ization Act for Fiscal Year 2008 (Public Law
110-181; 10 U.S.C. 10101 note) is amended—

(1) in subparagraph (1)(B), by striking ‘‘sub-
stance abuse and mental health treatment serv-
ices” and inserting ‘‘substance abuse, mental
health treatment, and other quality of life serv-
ices”’; and

(2) by adding at the end the following new
paragraph:

‘““(3) GRANTS.—The Office for Reintegration
Programs may make grants to conduct data col-
lection, trend analysis, and curriculum develop-
ment and to prepare reports in support of activi-
ties under this section.”’.

(d) OPERATION OF PROGRAM.—

(1) ENHANCED FLEXIBILITY.—Subsection (g) of
section 582 of the National Defense Authoriza-
tion Act for Fiscal Year 2008 (Public Law 110-
181; 10 U.S.C. 10101 note) is amended to read as
follows:

““(9) OPERATION OF PROGRAM.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Office for Reintegra-
tion Programs shall assist State National Guard
and Reserve organizations with the development
and provision of information, events, and activi-
ties to support the health and well-being of eli-
gible individuals before, during, and after peri-
ods of activation, mobilization, or deployment.

““(2) FOCUS OF INFORMATION, EVENTS, AND AC-
TIVITIES.—

““(A) BEFORE ACTIVATION, MOBILIZATION, OR
DEPLOYMENT.—Before a period of activation,
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mobilization, or deployment, the information,
events, and activities described in paragraph (1)
should focus on preparing eligible individuals
and affected communities for the rigors of acti-
vation, mobilization, and deployment.

““(B) DURING ACTIVATION, MOBILIZATION, OR
DEPLOYMENT.—During such a period, the infor-
mation, events, and activities described in para-
graph (1) should focus on—

‘(i) helping eligible individuals cope with the
challenges and stress associated with such pe-
riod;

“‘(ii) decreasing the isolation of eligible indi-
viduals during such period; and

“(iii) preparing eligible individuals for the
challenges associated with reintegration.

“(C) AFTER ACTIVATION, MOBILIZATION, OR
DEPLOYMENT.—After such a period, but no ear-
lier than 30 days after demobilization, the infor-
mation, events, and activities described in para-
graph (1) should focus on—

‘(i) reconnecting the member with their fami-
lies, friends, and communities;

““(i1) providing information on employment op-
portunities;

“‘(iii) helping eligible individuals deal with the
challenges of reintegration;

“(iv) ensuring that eligible individuals under-
stand what benefits they are entitled to and
what resources are available to help them over-
come the challenges of reintegration; and

“(v) providing a forum for addressing nega-
tive behaviors related to operational stress and
reintegration.

““(3) MEMBER PAY.—Members shall receive ap-
propriate pay for days spent attending such
events and activities.

““(4) MINIMUM NUMBER OF EVENTS AND ACTIVI-
TIES.—The State National Guard and Reserve
Organizations shall provide to eligible individ-
uals—

““(A) one event or activity before a period of
activation, mobilization, or deployment;

“(B) one event or activity during a period of
activation, mobilization, or deployment; and

“(C) two events or activities after a period of
activation, mobilization, or deployment.’’.

(2) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.—Section 582 of
the National Defense Authorization Act for Fis-
cal Year 2008 (Public Law 110-181; 10 U.S.C.
10101 note) is amended—

(A) in subsection (a), by striking ‘‘throughout
the entire deployment cycle’’;

(B) in subsection (b)—

(i) by striking ‘‘well-being through the 4
phases’’ through the end of the subsection and
inserting ‘‘well-being.”’;

(ii) in the heading, by striking ‘‘; DEPLOY-
MENT CYCLE’’;

(C) in subsection (d)(2)(C), by striking
“throughout the deployment cycle described in
subsection (g)’’; and

(D) in the heading of subsection (f), by strik-
ing ““STATE DEPLOYMENT CYCLE’.

(e) ADDITIONAL PERMITTED OUTREACH SERV-
ICE.—Section 582(h) of the National Defense Au-
thorization Act for Fiscal Year 2008 (Public Law
110-181; 10 U.S.C. 10101 note) is amended by
adding at the end the following new paragraph:

““(16) Stress management and positive coping
skills.”.

(f) SUPPORT OF DEPARTMENT-WIDE SUICIDE
PREVENTION EFFORTS.—Section 582 of the Na-
tional Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal
Year 2008 (Public Law 110-181; 10 U.S.C. 10101
note) is amended by inserting after subsection
(h) the following new subsection:

‘(i) SUPPORT OF SUICIDE PREVENTION EF-
FORTS.—The Office for Reintegration Programs
shall assist the Defense Suicide Prevention Of-
fice and the Defense Centers of Excellence for
Psychological Health and Traumatic Brain In-
jury to collect and analyze information, sugges-
tions, and best practices from State National
Guard and Reserve organizations with suicide
prevention and community response programs.’’.

(9) NAME CHANGE.—Section 582(d)(1)(B) of the
National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal
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Year 2008 (Public Law 110-181; 10 U.S.C. 10101

note) is amended by striking ‘‘Substance Abuse

and the Mental Health Services Administration’

and inserting ‘‘Substance Abuse and Mental

Health Services Administration’.

SEC. 552. AVAILABILITY OF PRESEPARATION
COUNSELING FOR MEMBERS OF THE
ARMED FORCES DISCHARGED OR RE-
LEASED AFTER LIMITED ACTIVE
DUTY.

Section 1142(a)(4) of title 10, United States
Code, is amended—

(1) in subparagraph (A), by striking ‘‘that
member’s first 180 days of active duty’ and in-
serting ‘‘the first 180 continuous days of active
duty of the member’’; and

(2) by adding at the end the following new
subparagraph:

‘“(C) For purposes of calculating the days of
active duty of a member under subparagraph
(A), the Secretary concerned shall exclude any
day on which—

““(i) the member performed full-time training
duty or annual training duty; and

‘“(ii) the member attended, while in the active
military service, a school designated as a service
school by law or by the Secretary concerned.”.
SEC. 553. AVAILABILITY OF ADDITIONAL TRAIN-

ING OPPORTUNITIES UNDER TRAN-
SITION ASSISTANCE PROGRAM.

Section 1144 of title 10, United States Code, is
amended by adding at the end the following
new subsection:

“(f) ADDITIONAL TRAINING OPPORTUNITIES.—
(1) As part of the program carried out under this
section, the Secretary of Defense and the Sec-
retary of the Department in which the Coast
Guard is operating, when the Coast Guard is
not operating within the Department of the
Navy, shall permit a member of the armed forces
eligible for assistance under the program to elect
to receive additional training in any of the fol-
lowing subjects:

‘““(A) Preparation for higher education or
training.

‘““(B) Preparation for career or technical train-
ing.

““(C) Preparation for entrepreneurship.

‘““(D) Other training options determined by the
Secretary of Defense and the Secretary of the
Department in which the Coast Guard is oper-
ating, when the Coast Guard is not operating
within the Department of the Navy.

‘““(2) The Secretary of Defense and the Sec-
retary of the Department in which the Coast
Guard is operating, when the Coast Guard is
not operating within the Department of the
Navy, shall ensure that a member of the armed
forces who elects to receive additional training
in subjects available under paragraph (1) is able
to receive the training.”’.

SEC. 554. MODIFICATION OF REQUIREMENT FOR
IN-RESIDENT INSTRUCTION FOR
COURSES OF INSTRUCTION OF-
FERED AS PART OF PHASE II JOINT
PROFESSIONAL MILITARY EDU-
CATION.

Section 2154(a)(2)(4) of title 10, United States
Code, is amended by inserting ‘‘, or offered
through,” after “‘taught in residence at’’.

SEC. 555. TERMINATION OF PROGRAM OF EDU-
CATIONAL ASSISTANCE FOR RE-
SERVE COMPONENT MEMBERS SUP-
PORTING CONTINGENCY OPER-
ATIONS AND OTHER OPERATIONS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Chapter 1607 of title 10,
United States Code, is amended by adding at the
end the following new section:

“§16167. Sunset

“(a) SUNSET.—The authority to provide edu-
cational assistance under this chapter shall ter-
minate on the date that is four years after the
date of the enactment of the National Defense
Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2016.

““(b) LIMITATION ON PROVISION OF ASSISTANCE
PENDING SUNSET.—Notwithstanding any other
provision of this chapter, during the period be-
ginning on the date of the enactment of the Na-
tional Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal
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Year 2016 and ending on the date that is four
years after the date of the enactment of that
Act, educational assistance may be provided
under this chapter only to a member otherwise
eligible for educational assistance under this
chapter who received educational assistance
under this chapter for a course of study at an
educational institution for the enrollment period
at the educational institution that immediately
preceded the date of the enactment of that
Act.”.

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of sec-
tions at the beginning of chapter 1607 of title 10,
United States Code, is amended by adding at the
end the following new item:

“16167. Sunset.’’.

SEC. 556. APPOINTMENTS TO MILITARY SERVICE
ACADEMIES FROM NOMINATIONS
MADE BY DELEGATES IN CONGRESS
FROM THE VIRGIN ISLANDS, GUAM,
AMERICAN SAMOA, AND THE COM-
MONWEALTH OF THE NORTHERN
MARIANA ISLANDS.

(a) UNITED STATES MILITARY ACADEMY.—Sec-
tion 4342(a) of title 10, United States Code, is
amended—

(1) in paragraph (6), by striking “‘Three’’ and
inserting ‘‘Four’’;

(2) in paragraph (8), by striking ‘“Three’”’ and
inserting “‘Four’’;

(3) in paragraph (9), by striking ‘“Two’’ and
inserting ‘‘Three’’; and

(4) in paragraph (10), by striking ““Two’ and
inserting ‘‘Three’’.

(b) UNITED STATES NAVAL ACADEMY.—Section
6954(a) of title 10, United States Code, is amend-
ed—

(1) in paragraph (6), by striking ‘“Three’”’ and
inserting “‘Four’’;

(2) in paragraph (8), by striking ‘“Three’’ and
inserting ‘“‘Four’’;

(3) in paragraph (9), by striking ‘“‘Two’ and
inserting ‘‘Three’’; and

(4) in paragraph (10), by striking “‘Two’’ and
inserting “‘Three’’.

(c) UNITED STATES AIR FORCE ACADEMY.—
Section 9342(a) of title 10, United States Code, is
amended—

(1) in paragraph (6), by striking ‘“Three’’ and
inserting ‘‘Four’’;

(2) in paragraph (8), by striking “‘Three’’ and
inserting ‘‘Four’’;

(3) in paragraph (9), by striking “Two’ and
inserting “‘Three’’; and

(4) in paragraph (10), by striking “‘Two’’ and
inserting ‘‘Three’’.

(d) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments made
by this section shall apply with respect to the
nomination of candidates for appointment to the
United States Military Academy, the United
States Naval Academy, and the United States
Air Force Academy for classes entering these
military service academies after the date of the
enactment of this Act.

SEC. 557. SUPPORT FOR ATHLETIC PROGRAMS OF
THE UNITED STATES MILITARY
ACADEMY.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Chapter 403 of title 10,
United States Code, is amended by adding at the
end the following new section:

“§4362. Support of athletic programs

‘“(a) AUTHORITY.—

““(1) CONTRACTS AND COOPERATIVE AGREE-
MENTS.—The Secretary of the Army may enter
into contracts and cooperative agreements with
the Army West Point Athletic Association for
the purpose of supporting the athletic programs
of the Academy. Notwithstanding section
2304(k) of this title, the Secretary may enter
such contracts or cooperative agreements on a
sole source basis pursuant to section 2304(c)(5)
of this title. Notwithstanding chapter 63 of title
31, a cooperative agreement under this section
may be used to acquire property or services for
the direct benefit or use of the Academy.

““(2) FINANCIAL CONTROLS.—(A) Before enter-
ing into a contract or cooperative agreement
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under paragraph (1), the Secretary shall ensure
that such contract or agreement includes appro-
priate financial controls to account for Academy
and Association resources in accordance with
accepted accounting principles.

““(B) Any such contract or cooperative agree-
ment shall contain a provision that allows the
Secretary, at the Secretary’s discretion, to re-
view the financial accounts of the Association
to determine whether the operations of the Asso-
ciation—

‘(i) are consistent with the terms of the con-
tract or cooperative agreement; and

“(ii) will not compromise the integrity or ap-
pearance of integrity of any program of the De-
partment of the Army.

“(3) LEASES.—Section 2667(h) of this title shall
not apply to any leases the Secretary may enter
into with the Association for the purpose of sup-
porting the athletic programs of the Academy.

““(b) SUPPORT SERVICES.—

‘(1) AUTHORITY.—To the extent required by a
contract or cooperative agreement under Sub-
section (a), the Secretary may provide support
services to the Association while the Association
conducts its support activities at the Academy.
The Secretary may provide support services de-
scribed in paragraph (2) only if the Secretary
determines that the provision of such services is
essential for the support of the athletic pro-
grams of the Academy.

““(2) SUPPORT SERVICES DEFINED.—(A) In this
subsection, the term ‘support services’ includes
utilities, office furnishings and equipment, com-
munications services, records staging and
archiving, audio and video support, and secu-
rity systems in conjunction with the leasing or
licensing of property.

“(B) Such term includes—

“(i) housing for Association personnel on
United States Army Garrison, West Point, New
York; and

““(ii) enrollment of dependents of Association
personnel in elementary and secondary schools
under the same criteria applied to dependents of
Federal employees under section 2164(a) of this
title, except that educational services provided
pursuant to this clause shall be provided on a
reimbursable basis.

“(3) NO LIABILITY OF THE UNITED STATES.—
Any such support services may only be provided
without any liability of the United States to the
Association.

““(c) ACCEPTANCE OF SUPPORT.—

‘(1) SUPPORT RECEIVED FROM THE ASSOCIA-
TION.—Notwithstanding section 1342 of title 31,
the Secretary may accept from the Association
funds, supplies, and services for the support of
the athletic programs of the Academy. For the
purposes of this section, employees or personnel
of the Association may not be considered to be
employees of the United States.

““(2) FUNDS RECEIVED FROM NCAA.—The Sec-
retary may accept funds from the National Col-
legiate Athletic Association to support the ath-
letic programs of the Academy.

““(3) LIMITATION.—The Secretary shall ensure
that contributions under this subsection and ex-
penditure of funds pursuant to subsection (e) do
not reflect unfavorably on the ability of the De-
partment of the Army, any of its employees, or
any member of the armed forces to carry out
any responsibility or duty in a fair and objective
manner, or compromise the integrity or appear-
ance of integrity of any program of the Depart-
ment of the Army, or any individual involved in
such a program.

“(d) TRADEMARKS AND SERVICE MARKS.—

‘(1) LICENSING, MARKETING, AND SPONSORSHIP
AGREEMENTS.—An agreement under subsection
(a) may, consistent with section 2260 of this title
(other than subsection (d) of such section), au-
thorize the Association to enter into licensing,
marketing, and sponsorship agreements relating
to trademarks and service marks identifying the
Academy, subject to the approval of the Sec-
retary of the Army.
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““(2) LIMITATIONS.—No licensing, marketing,
or sponsorship agreement may be entered into
under paragraph (1) if—

“(A) such agreement would reflect unfavor-
ably on the ability of the Department of the
Army, any of its employees, or any member of
the armed forces to carry out any responsibility
or duty in a fair and objective manner; or

‘““(B) the Secretary determines that the use of
the trademark or service mark would com-
promise the integrity or appearance of integrity
of any program of the Department of the Army,
or any individual involved in such a program.

‘““(e) RETENTION AND USE OF FUNDS.—Any
funds received by the Secretary under this sec-
tion may be retained for use in support of the
athletic programs of the Academy and shall re-
main available until expended.

“(f) SERVICE ON ASSOCIATION BOARD OF DI-
RECTORS.—The Association is a designated enti-
ty for which authorization wunder sections
1033(a) and 1589(a) of this title may be provided.

““(g) CONDITIONS.—The authority provided in
this section with respect to the Association is
available only so long as the Association con-
tinues—

‘“(1) to qualify as a monprofit organization
under section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue
Code of 1986 and operates in accordance with
this section, the law of the State of New York,
and the constitution and bylaws of the Associa-
tion; and

““(2) to operate exclusively to support the ath-
letic programs of the Academy.

““(h) ASSOCIATION DEFINED.—In this section,
the term ‘Association’ means the Army West
Point Athletic Association.”.

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of sec-
tions at the beginning of chapter 403 of title 10,
United States Code, is amended by adding at the
end the following new item:

““4362. Support of athletic programs.”.

SEC. 558. CONDITION ON ADMISSION OF DE-
FENSE INDUSTRY CIVILIANS TO AT-
TEND THE UNITED STATES AIR
FORCE INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY.

Section 9314a(c)(2) of title 10, United States
Code, is amended by striking ‘‘will be done on a
space-available basis and mnot require an in-
crease in the size of the faculty’ and inserting
“will not require an increase in the permanently
authorized size of the faculty’.

SEC. 559. QUALITY ASSURANCE OF CERTIFI-
CATION PROGRAMS AND STANDARDS
FOR PROFESSIONAL CREDENTIALS
OBTAINED BY MEMBERS OF THE
ARMED FORCES.

Section 2015 of title 10, United States Code, as
amended by section 551 of the Carl Levin and
Howard P. ‘“Buck’ McKeon National Defense
Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2015 (Public
Law 113-291; 128 Stat. 3376), is further amend-
ed—

(1) by redesignating subsections (c¢) and (d) as
subsections (d) and (e), respectively; and

(2) by inserting after subsection (b) the fol-
lowing new subsection (c):

‘““(c) QUALITY ASSURANCE OF CERTIFICATION
PROGRAMS AND STANDARDS.—(1) Commencing
not later than three years after the date of the
enactment of the National Defense Authoriza-
tion Act for Fiscal Year 2016, each Secretary
concerned shall ensure that any credentialing
program used in connection with the program
under subsection (a) is accredited by an accredi-
tation body that meets the requirements speci-
fied in paragraph (2).

““(2) The requirements for accreditation bodies
specified in this paragraph are requirements
that an accreditation body—

““(A) be an independent body that has in place
mechanisms to ensure objectivity and impar-
tiality in its accreditation activities;

“(B) meet a recognized national or inter-
national standard that directs its policy and
procedures regarding accreditation,

‘“(C) apply a recognized national or inter-
national certification standard in making its ac-
creditation decisions regarding certification bod-
ies and programs;
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‘(D) conduct on-site visits, as applicable, to
verify the documents and records submitted by
credentialing bodies for accreditation;

‘““(E) have in place policies and procedures to
ensure due process when addressing complaints
and appeals regarding its accreditation activi-
ties;

‘““(F) conduct regular training to ensure con-
sistent and reliable decisions among reviewers
conducting accreditations; and

“(G) meet such other criteria as the Secretary
concerned considers appropriate in order to en-
sure quality in its accreditation activities.”’.
SEC. 560. PROHIBITION ON RECEIPT OF UNEM-

PLOYMENT INSURANCE WHILE RE-
CEIVING POST-9/11 EDUCATION AS-
SISTANCE.

(a) EFFECT OF RECEIPT OF POST-9/11 EDU-
CATION ASSISTANCE.—Section 8525(b) of title 5,
United States Code, is amended—

(1) in the matter preceding paragraph (1), by
striking ‘‘he receives’ and inserting ‘‘the indi-
vidual receives’’;

(2) in paragraph (1), by striking “‘or’’ after the
semicolon;

(3) by redesignating paragraph (2) as para-
graph (3); and

(4) by inserting after paragraph (1) the fol-
lowing new paragraph (2):

““(2) except in the case of an individual de-
scribed in subsection (a), an educational assist-
ance allowance under chapter 33 of title 38; or’’.

(b) EXCEPTION.—Section 8525 of title 5, United
States Code, is amended by inserting before sub-
section (b) the following new subsection:

“(a) Subsection (b)(2) does not apply to an in-
dividual who—

‘““(1) is otherwise entitled to compensation
under this subchapter;

““(2) is described in section 3311(b) of title 38;

““(3) is not receiving retired pay under title 10;
and

““(4) was discharged or released from service in
the Armed Forces or the Commissioned Corps of
the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Adminis-
tration (including through a reduction in force)
under honorable conditions, but did not volun-
tarily separate from such service.”’.

SEC. 561. JOB TRAINING AND POST-SERVICE
PLACEMENT EXECUTIVE COM-
MITTEE.

Section 320 of title 38, United States Code, is
amended—

(1) in subsection (b)(2), by inserting “‘a subor-
dinate Job Training and Post-Service Placement
Ezxecutive Committee,”’ before “‘and such other
committees’’;

(2) by adding at the end the following new
subsection:

“(e) JOB TRAINING AND POST-SERVICE PLACE-
MENT EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE.—The Job Train-
ing and Post-Service Placement Executive Com-
mittee described in subsection (b)(2) shall—

‘(1) review existing policies, procedures, and
practices of the Departments (including the mili-
tary departments) with respect to job training
and post-service placement programs; and

““(2) identify changes to such policies, proce-
dures, and practices to improve job training and
post-service placement.”’; and

(3) in subsection (d)(2), by inserting *‘, includ-
ing with respect to job training and post-service
placement’ before the period at the end.

SEC. 562. RECOGNITION OF ADDITIONAL INVOL-
UNTARY MOBILIZATION DUTY AU-
THORITIES EXEMPT FROM FIVE-
YEAR LIMIT ON REEMPLOYMENT
RIGHTS OF PERSONS WHO SERVE IN
THE UNIFORMED SERVICES.

Section 4312(c)(4)(A) of title 38, United States
Code, is amended by inserting after 12304, the
following: ““12304a, 12304b,”’.

SEC. 563. EXPANSION OF OUTREACH FOR VET-
ERANS TRANSITIONING FROM SERV-
ING ON ACTIVE DUTY.

(a) EXPANSION OF PILOT PROGRAM.—Section
5(c)(5) of the Clay Hunt Suicide Prevention for
American Veterans Act (Public Law 114-2; 38
U.S.C. 1712A note) is amended—
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(1) in subparagraph (C), by striking ‘‘; and”
and inserting a semicolon;

(2) in subparagraph (D), by striking the pe-
riod at the end and inserting ‘; and’’; and

(3) by adding at the end the following new
subparagraph:

“(E) conducts outreach to individuals
transitioning from serving on active duty in the
Armed Forces who are participating in the
Transition Assistance Program of the Depart-
ment of Defense or other similar transition pro-
grams to inform such individuals of the commu-
nity oriented wveteran peer Ssupport mnetwork
under paragraph (1) and other support pro-
grams and opportunities that are available to
such individuals.”.

(b) INCLUSION OF INFORMATION IN INTERIM
REPORT.—Section 5(d)(1) of the Clay Hunt Sui-
cide Prevention for American Veterans Act
(Public Law 114-2; 38 U.S.C. 1712A note) is
amended—

(1) in subparagraph (C), by striking
and inserting a semicolon;

(2) in subparagraph (D), by striking the pe-
riod at the end and inserting *‘; and’’; and

(3) by adding at the end the following new
subparagraph:

‘“(E) the number of veterans who—

‘(i) received outreach from the Department of
Veterans Affairs while serving on active duty as
a member of the Armed Forces; and

““(ii) participated in a peer support program
under the pilot program  for veterans
transitioning from serving on active duty.”’.

Subtitle F—Defense Dependents’ Education

and Military Family Readiness Matters
SEC. 571. CONTINUATION OF AUTHORITY TO AS-
SIST LOCAL EDUCATIONAL AGEN-
CIES THAT BENEFIT DEPENDENTS
OF MEMBERS OF THE ARMED
FORCES AND DEPARTMENT OF DE-
FENSE CIVILIAN EMPLOYEES.

(a) ASSISTANCE TO SCHOOLS WITH SIGNIFICANT
NUMBERS OF MILITARY DEPENDENT STUDENTS.—
Of the amount authorized to be appropriated for
fiscal year 2016 by section 301 and available for
operation and maintenance for Defense-wide ac-
tivities as specified in the funding table in sec-
tion 4301, $25,000,000 shall be available only for
the purpose of providing assistance to local edu-
cational agencies under subsection (a) of section
572 of the National Defense Authorization Act
for Fiscal Year 2006 (Public Law 109-163; 20
U.S.C. 7703b).

(b) LOCAL EDUCATIONAL AGENCY DEFINED.—
In this section, the term ‘‘local educational
agency’’ has the meaning given that term in sec-
tion 8013(9) of the Elementary and Secondary
Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 7713(9)).

SEC. 572. IMPACT AID FOR CHILDREN WITH SE-
VERE DISABILITIES.

Of the amount authorized to be appropriated
for fiscal year 2016 pursuant to section 301 and
available for operation and maintenance for De-
fense-wide activities as specified in the funding
table in section 4301, $5,000,000 shall be avail-
able for payments under section 363 of the Floyd
D. Spence National Defense Authorization Act
for Fiscal Year 2001 (as enacted into law by
Public Law 106-398; 114 Stat. 1654A-77; 20
U.S.C. 7703a).

SEC. 573. AUTHORITY TO USE APPROPRIATED
FUNDS TO SUPPORT DEPARTMENT
OF DEFENSE STUDENT MEAL PRO-
GRAMS IN DOMESTIC DEPENDENT
ELEMENTARY  AND SECONDARY
SCHOOLS LOCATED OUTSIDE THE
UNITED STATES.

(a) AUTHORITY.—Section 2243 of title 10,
United States Code, is amended—

(1) in subsection (a)—

(A4) by striking ‘‘the defense dependents’ edu-
cation system’ and inserting ‘‘overseas defense
dependents’ schools’’; and

(B) by striking ‘‘students enrolled in that sys-
tem’’ and inserting ‘‘students enrolled in such a
school’’;

(2) in subsection (d), by striking ‘‘Department
of Defense dependents’ schools which are lo-
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cated outside the United States’ and inserting
“overseas defense dependents’ schools’’; and

(3) by adding at the end the following new
subsection:

‘“(e) OVERSEAS DEFENSE DEPENDENTS’ SCHOOL
DEFINED.—In this section, the term ‘overseas de-
fense dependents’ school’ means the following:

‘““(1) A school established as part of the de-
fense dependents’ education system provided for
under the Defense Dependents’ Education Act
0f 1978 (20 U.S.C. 921 et seq.).

“(2) An elementary or secondary school estab-
lished pursuant to section 2164 of this title that
is located in a territory, commonwealth, or pos-
session of the United States.”’.

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENTS.—

(1) SECTION HEADING.—The heading of section
2243 of title 10, United States Code, is amended
to read as follows:

“§2243. Authority to use appropriated funds
to support student meal programs in over-
seas defense dependents’ schools”.

(2) TABLE OF SECTIONS.—The table of sections
at the beginning of subchapter I of chapter 134
of title 10, United States Code, is amended by
striking the item relating to section 2243 and in-
serting the following new item:

““2243. Authority to use appropriated funds to
support student meal programs in
overseas  defense  dependents’
schools.” .

SEC. 574. FAMILY SUPPORT PROGRAMS FOR IM-

MEDIATE FAMILY MEMBERS OF MEM-
BERS OF THE ARMED FORCES AS-
SIGNED TO SPECIAL OPERATIONS
FORCES.

(a) EXTENSION OF AUTHORITY TO CONDUCT
PROGRAMS .—Section 554(f) of the National De-
fense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2014
(Public Law 113-66; 10 U.S.C. 1785 mnote) is
amended by striking 2016 and inserting
“2018”.

(b) MODIFICATION OF REPORTING REQUIRE-
MENT.—Subsection (g) of section 554 of the Na-
tional Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal
Year 2014 (Public Law 113-66; 10 U.S.C. 1785
note) is amended to read as follows:

““(9) REPORT REQUIRED.—

‘““(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than March 1,
2016, and each March 1 thereafter though the
conclusion of the pilot programs conducted
under subsection (a), the Commander, in coordi-
nation with the Under Secretary of Defense for
Personnel and Readiness, shall submit to the
congressional defense committees a report de-
scribing the progress made in achieving the
goals of the pilot programs.

‘“(2) ELEMENTS OF REPORT.—Each report
under this subsection shall include the following
for each pilot program:

““(A) A description of the pilot program to ad-
dress family support requirements not being pro-
vided by the Secretary of a military department
to immediate family members of members of the
Armed Forces assigned to special operations
forces.

‘“‘(B) An assessment of the impact of the pilot
program on the readiness of members of the
Armed Forces assigned to special operations
forces.

‘“(C) A comparison of the pilot program to
other programs conducted by the Secretaries of
the military departments to provide family sup-
port to immediate family members of members of
the Armed Forces.

‘““D) Recommendations for incorporating the
lessons learned from the pilot program into fam-
ily support programs conducted by the Secre-
taries of the military departments.

‘“(E) Any other matters considered appro-
priate by the Commander or the Under Sec-
retary of Defense for Personnel and Readi-
ness.”’.
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Subtitle G—Decorations and Awards
SEC. 581. AUTHORIZATION FOR AWARD OF THE
DISTINGUISHED-SERVICE CROSS
FOR ACTS OF EXTRAORDINARY HER-
OISM DURING THE KOREAN WAR.

Notwithstanding the time limitations specified
in section 3744 of title 10, United States Code, or
any other time limitation with respect to the
awarding of certain medals to persons who
served in the Armed Forces, the Secretary of the
Army may award the Distinguished-Service
Cross under section 3742 of such title to Edward
Halcomb who, while serving in Korea as a mem-
ber of the United States Army in the grade of
Private First Class in Company B, 1st Battalion,
29th Infantry Regiment, 24th Infantry Division,
distinguished himself by acts of extraordinary
heroism from August 20, 1950, to October 19,
1950, during the Korean War.

Subtitle H—Miscellaneous Reports and Other
Matters
SEC. 591. COORDINATION WITH NON-GOVERN-
MENT SUICIDE PREVENTION ORGA-
NIZATIONS AND AGENCIES TO AS-
SIST IN REDUCING SUICIDES BY
MEMBERS OF THE ARMED FORCES.

(a) DEVELOPMENT OF PoLicYy.—The Secretary
of Defense, in consultation with the Secretaries
of the military departments, may develop a pol-
icy to coordinate the efforts of the Department
of Defense and non-government suicide preven-
tion organizations regarding—

(1) the use of such non-government organiza-
tions to reduce the number of suicides among
members of the Armed Forces by comprehen-
sively addressing the needs of members of the
Armed Forces who have been identified as being
at risk of suicide;

(2) the delineation of the responsibilities with-
in the Department of Defense regarding inter-
action with such organizations;

(3) the collection of data regarding the effi-
cacy and cost of coordinating with such organi-
zations; and

(4) the preparation and preservation of any
reporting material the Secretary determines nec-
essary to carry out the policy.

(b) SUICIDE PREVENTION EFFORTS.—The Sec-
retary of Defense is authorized to take any nec-
essary measures to prevent suicides by members
of the Armed Forces, including by facilitating
the access of members of the Armed Forces to
successful non-governmental treatment regimen.
SEC. 592. EXTENSION OF SEMIANNUAL REPORTS

ON THE INVOLUNTARY SEPARATION
OF MEMBERS OF THE ARMED
FORCES.

Section 525(a) of the National Defense Au-
thorization Act for Fiscal Year 2013 (Public Law
112-239; 126 Stat. 1724) is amended by striking
“calendar years 2013 and 2014 and ‘‘each of
calendar years 2013 through 2017,

SEC. 593. REPORT ON PRELIMINARY MENTAL
HEALTH SCREENINGS FOR INDIVID-
UALS BECOMING MEMBERS OF THE
ARMED FORCES.

(a) REPORT ON RECOMMENDATIONS IN CONNEC-
TION WITH SCREENINGS.—Not later than 180
days after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Secretary of Defense shall submit to the
Committees on Armed Services of the Senate and
the House of Representatives a report on the
feasibility of conducting, before the enlistment
or accession of an individual into the Armed
Forces, a mental health screening of the indi-
vidual to bring mental health screenings to par-
ity with physical screenings of prospective mem-
bers.

(b) ELEMENTS.—The report under subsection
(a) shall include the following:

(1) Recommendations with respect to estab-
lishing a secure, electronically-based prelimi-
nary mental health screening of new members of
the Armed Forces.

(2) Recommendations with respect to the com-
position of the mental health screening, evi-
denced-based best practices, and how to track
changes in mental health screenings relating to
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traumatic brain injuries, post-traumatic stress

disorder, and other conditions.

SEC. 594. REPORT REGARDING NEW RULEMAKING
UNDER THE MILITARY LENDING ACT
AND DEFENSE MANPOWER DATA
CENTER REPORTS AND MEETINGS.

(a) REPORT ON NEW MILITARY LENDING ACT
RULEMAKING.—Not later than 60 days after the
issuance by the Secretary of Defense of the reg-
ulation issued with regard to section 987 of title
10, United States Code (commonly known as the
Military Lending Act), and part of 232 of title
32, Code of Federal Regulations (its imple-
menting regulation), the Secretary shall submit
to the congressional defense committees a report
that discusses—

(1) the ability and reliability of the Defense
Manpower Data Center in meeting real-time re-
quests for accurate information needed to make
a determination regarding whether a borrower is
covered by the Military Lending Act; or

(2) an alternate mechanism or mechanisms for
identifying such covered borrowers.

(b) DEFENSE MANPOWER DATA CENTER RE-
PORTS AND MEETINGS.—

(1) REPORTS ON ACCURACY, RELIABILITY, AND
INTEGRITY OF SYSTEMS.—The Director of the De-
fense Manpower Data Center shall submit to the
congressional defense committees reports on the
accuracy, reliability, and integrity of the De-
fense Manpower Data Center systems used to
identify covered borrowers and covered policy-
holders under military consumer protection
laws. The first report is due six months after the
date of the enactment of this Act, and the Direc-
tor shall submit additional reports every six
months thereafter through December 31, 2020, to
show improvements in the accuracy, reliability,
and integrity of such systems.

(2) REPORT ON PLAN TO STRENGTHEN CAPABILI-
TIES.—Not later than six months after the date
of the enactment of this Act, the Director of the
Defense Manpower Data Center shall submit to
the congressional defense committees a report on
plans to strengthen the capabilities of the De-
fense Manpower Data Center systems, including
staffing levels and funding, in order to improve
the identification of covered borrowers and cov-
ered policyholders under military consumer pro-
tection laws.

(3) MEETINGS WITH PRIVATE SECTOR USERS OF
SYSTEMS.—The Director of the Defense Man-
power Data Center shall meet regularly with
private sector users of Defense Manpower Data
Center systems used to identify covered bor-
rowers and covered policyholders under military
consumer protection laws to learn about issues
facing such users and to develop ways of ad-
dressing such issues. The first meeting pursuant
to this requirement shall take place with three
months after the date of the enactment of this
Act.

SEC. 595. REMOTELY PILOTED AIRCRAFT CAREER
FIELD MANNING SHORTFALLS.

(a) LIMITATION.—Of the funds authorized to
be appropriated by this Act or otherwise made
available for fiscal year 2016 for operation and
maintenance for the Office of the Secretary of
the Air Force, not more than 85 percent may be
obligated or expended until a period of 15 days
has elapsed following the date on which the
Secretary of the Air Force submits to the con-
gressional defense committees the report de-
scribed in subsection (b).

(b) REPORT REQUIRED.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 60 days after
the date of enactment of this Act, the Secretary
of the Air Force shall submit to the congres-
sional defense committees a report on remotely
piloted aircraft career field manning levels and
actions the Air Force will take to rectify per-
sonnel shortfalls.

(2) ELEMENTS.—The report required under
paragraph (1) shall include the following ele-
ments:

(A) A description of current and projected
manning requirements and inventory levels for
remotely piloted aircraft systems.

H6369

(B) A description of rated and non-rated offi-
cer and enlisted manning policies for authoriza-
tion and inventory levels in effect for remotely
piloted aircraft systems and units, to include
whether remotely piloted aircraft duty is consid-
ered as a permanent Air Force Specialty Code or
treated as an ancillary single assignment duty,
and if both are used, the division of authoriza-
tions between permanently assigned personnel
and those who will return to a different primary
career field.

(C) Comparisons to other Air Force manned
combat aircraft systems and units with respect
to personnel policies, manpower authorization
levels, and projected personnel inventory.

(D) Identification and assessment of mitiga-
tion actions to increase unit manning levels, in-
cluding recruitment and retention bonuses, in-
centive pay, use of enlisted personnel, and in-
creased weighting to remotely piloted aircraft
personnel on promotion boards, and to ensure
the school house for remotely piloted aircraft
personnel is sufficient to meet increased man-
ning demands.

(E) Analysis demonstrating the requirements
determination for how remotely piloted aircraft
pilot and sensor operators are selected, includ-
ing whether individuals are prior rated or non-
rated qualified, what prerequisite training or ex-
perience is necessary, and required and types of
basic and advanced qualification training for
each mission design series of remotely piloted
aircraft in the Air Force inventory.

(F) Recommendations for changes to existing
legislation required to implement mitigation ac-
tions.

(G) An assessment of the authorization levels
of government civilian and contractor support
required for sufficiency of remotely piloted air-
craft career field manning.

(H) A description and associated timeline of
actions the Air Force will take to increase re-
motely piloted aircraft career field manpower
authorizations and manning levels to at least
the equal of the normative levels of manning
and readiness of all other combat aircraft career
fields.

(I) A description of any other matters con-
cerning remotely piloted aircraft career field
manning levels the Secretary of the Air Force
determines to be appropriate.

(3) FORM.—The report required under para-
graph (1) may be submitted in classified form,
but shall also contain an unclassified executive
summary and may contain an unclassified
annex.

(4) NONDUPLICATION OF EFFORT.—If any in-
formation required under paragraph (1) has
been included in another report or nmotification
previously submitted to Congress by law, the
Secretary of the Air Force may provide a list of
such reports and notifications at the time of
submitting the report required under this sub-
section in lieu of including such information in
the report.

TITLE VI—COMPENSATION AND OTHER

PERSONNEL BENEFITS

Subtitle A—Pay and Allowances

Sec. 601. No fiscal year 2016 increase in military
basic pay for general and flag of-
ficers.

602. Limitation on eligibility for supple-
mental subsistence allowances to
members  serving outside the
United States and associated ter-
ritory.

603. Phased-in modification of percentage
of national average monthly cost
of housing usable in computation
of basic allowance for housing in-
side the United States.

604. Extension of authority to provide tem-
porary increase in rates of basic
allowance for housing under cer-
tain circumstances.

605. Availability of information under the
Food and Nutrition Act of 2008.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.
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Subtitle B—Bonuses and Special and Incentive
Pays

Sec. 611. One-year extension of certain bonus
and special pay authorities for re-
serve forces.

One-year extension of certain bonus
and special pay authorities for
health care professionals.

One-year extension of special pay and
bonus authorities for nuclear offi-
cers.

One-year extension of authorities re-
lating to title 37 consolidated spe-
cial pay, incentive pay, and
bonus authorities.

One-year extension of authorities re-
lating to payment of other title 37
bonuses and special pays.

Increase in maximum annual amount
of nuclear officer bonus pay.

Modification to special aviation incen-
tive pay and bonus authorities for
officers.

Repeal of obsolete authority to pay
bonus to encourage Army per-
sonnel to refer persons for enlist-
ment in the Army.

Subtitle C—Travel and Transportation
Allowances

621. Transportation to transfer ceremonies
for family and next of kin of mem-
bers of the Armed Forces who die
overseas during humanitarian op-
erations.

622. Repeal of obsolete special travel and
transportation allowance for sur-
vivors of deceased members of the
Armed Forces from the Vietnam
conflict.

Sec. 623. Study and report on policy changes to

the Joint Travel Regulations.

Subtitle D—Disability Pay, Retired Pay, and
Survivor Benefits

PART [—RETIRED PAY REFORM

Sec. 631. Modernized vetirement system for
members of the uniformed serv-
ices.

632. Full participation for members of the
uniformed services in the Thrift
Savings Plan.

633. Lump sum payments of certain retired
pay.

634. Continuation pay for full TSP mem-
bers with 12 years of service.

Sec. 635. Effective date and implementation.

PART II—OTHER MATTERS

641. Death of former spouse beneficiaries
and subsequent remarriages under
the Survivor Benefit Plan.

Subtitle E—Commissary and Non-Appropriated
Fund Instrumentality Benefits and Operations

Sec. 651. Plan to obtain budget-neutrality for
the defense commissary Ssystem
and the military exchange system.

Sec. 652. Comptroller General of the United
States report on the Commissary
Surcharge, Non-appropriated
Fund, and Privately-Financed
Major Construction Program.

Subtitle F—Other Matters

Sec. 661. Improvement of financial literacy and
preparedness of members of the
Armed Forces.

Sec. 662. Recordation of obligations for install-
ment payments of incentive pays,
allowances, and similar benefits
when payment is due.

Subtitle A—Pay and Allowances
SEC. 601. NO FISCAL YEAR 2016 INCREASE IN

MILITARY BASIC PAY FOR GENERAL
AND FLAG OFFICERS.

Section 203(a)(2) of title 37, United States
Code, shall be applied for rates of basic pay
payable for commissioned officers in pay grades

Sec. 612.

Sec. 613.

Sec. 614.

Sec. 615.

Sec. 616.

Sec. 617.

Sec. 618.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.
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O-7 through O-10 during calendar year 2016 by

using the rate of pay for level II of the Execu-

tive Schedule in effect during 2014. The rates of

basic pay payable for such officers shall not in-

crease during calendar year 2016.

SEC. 602. LIMITATION ON ELIGIBILITY FOR SUP-
PLEMENTAL SUBSISTENCE ALLOW-
ANCES TO MEMBERS SERVING OUT-
SIDE THE UNITED STATES AND AS-
SOCIATED TERRITORY.

Section 402a(b) of title 37, United States Code,
is amended—

(1) in paragraph (1), by inserting “‘and para-
graph (4)”’ after ‘‘subsection (d)’’; and

(2) by adding at the end the following new
paragraph:

““(4) After September 30, 2016, a member is eli-
gible for a supplemental subsistence allowance
under this section only if the member is serving
outside the United States, the Commonwealth of
Puerto Rico, the United States Virgin Islands,
or Guam.”’.

SEC. 603. PHASED-IN MODIFICATION OF PER-
CENTAGE OF NATIONAL AVERAGE
MONTHLY COST OF HOUSING USA-
BLE IN COMPUTATION OF BASIC AL-
LOWANCE FOR HOUSING INSIDE THE
UNITED STATES.

Section 403(b)(3)(B) of title 37, United States
Code, is amended by striking ‘“‘may not exceed
one percent.”’ and inserting the following: ‘“‘may
not exceed the following:

‘(i) One percent for months occurring during
2015.

““(it) Two percent for months occurring during
2016.

““(iii) Three percent for months occurring dur-
ing 2017.

“(iv) Four percent for months occurring dur-
ing 2018.

“‘(v) Five percent for months occurring after
2018.”".

SEC. 604. EXTENSION OF AUTHORITY TO PROVIDE
TEMPORARY INCREASE IN RATES OF
BASIC ALLOWANCE FOR HOUSING
UNDER CERTAIN CIRCUMSTANCES.

Section 403(b)(7)(E) of title 37, United States
Code, is amended by striking ‘‘December 31,
2015’ and inserting ‘‘December 31, 2016°°.

SEC. 605. AVAILABILITY OF INFORMATION UNDER
THE FOOD AND NUTRITION ACT OF
2008.

In administering the supplemental nutrition
assistance program established under the Food
and Nutrition Act of 2008 (7 U.S.C. 2011 et seq.),
the Secretary of Agriculture shall ensure that
any safeguards that prevent the use or disclo-
sure of information obtained from applicant
households shall not prevent the use of that in-
formation by, or the disclosure of that informa-
tion to, the Secretary of Defense for purposes of
determining the number of applicant households
that contain one or more members of a regular
component or reserve component of the Armed
Forces.

Subtitle B—Bonuses and Special and
Incentive Pays
SEC. 611. ONE-YEAR EXTENSION OF CERTAIN
BONUS AND SPECIAL PAY AUTHORI-
TIES FOR RESERVE FORCES.

The following sections of title 37, United
States Code, are amended by striking ‘‘December
31, 2015’ and inserting ‘‘December 31, 2016°’:

(1) Section 308b(g), relating to Selected Re-
serve reenlistment bonus.

(2) Section 308¢c(i), relating to Selected Reserve
affiliation or enlistment bonus.

(3) Section 308d(c), relating to special pay for
enlisted members assigned to certain high-pri-
ority units.

(4) Section 3089(f)(2), relating to Ready Re-
serve enlistment bonus for persons without prior
service.

(5) Section 308h(e), relating to Ready Reserve
enlistment and reenlistment bonus for persons
with prior service.

(6) Section 308i(f), relating to Selected Reserve
enlistment and reenlistment bonus for persons
with prior service.
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(7) Section 478a(e), relating to reimbursement
of travel expenses for inactive-duty training
outside of normal commuting distance.

(8) Section 910(g), relating to income replace-
ment payments for reserve component members
experiencing extended and frequent mobilication
for active duty service.

SEC. 612. ONE-YEAR EXTENSION OF CERTAIN
BONUS AND SPECIAL PAY AUTHORI-
TIES FOR HEALTH CARE PROFES-
SIONALS.

(a) TITLE 10 AUTHORITIES.—The following sec-
tions of title 10, United States Code, are amend-
ed by striking ‘‘December 31, 2015”° and inserting
“December 31, 2016”’:

(1) Section 2130a(a)(1), relating to nurse offi-
cer candidate accession program.

(2) Section 16302(d), relating to repayment of
education loans for certain health professionals
who serve in the Selected Reserve.

(b) TITLE 37 AUTHORITIES.—The following sec-
tions of title 37, United States Code, are amend-
ed by striking ‘‘December 31, 2015°° and inserting
“December 31, 2016"’:

(1) Section 302c-1(f), relating to accession and
retention bonuses for psychologists.

(2) Section 302d(a)(1), relating to accession
bonus for registered nurses.

(3) Section 302e(a)(1), relating to incentive
special pay for nurse anesthetists.

(4) Section 302g(e), relating to special pay for
Selected Reserve health professionals in criti-
cally short wartime specialties.

(5) Section 302h(a)(1), relating to accession
bonus for dental officers.

(6) Section 302ji(a), relating to accession bonus
for pharmacy officers.

(7) Section 302k(f), relating to accession bonus
for medical officers in critically short wartime
specialties.

(8) Section 3021(g), relating to accession bonus
for dental specialist officers in critically short
wartime specialties.

SEC. 613. ONE-YEAR EXTENSION OF SPECIAL PAY
AND BONUS AUTHORITIES FOR NU-
CLEAR OFFICERS.

The following sections of title 37, United
States Code, are amended by striking ‘‘December
31, 2015 and inserting ‘‘December 31, 2016°’:

(1) Section 312(f), relating to special pay for
nuclear-qualified officers extending period of
active service.

(2) Section 312b(c), relating to nuclear career
accession bonus.

(3) Section 312c(d), relating to nuclear career
annual incentive bonus.

SEC. 614. ONE-YEAR EXTENSION OF AUTHORITIES
RELATING TO TITLE 37 CONSOLI-
DATED SPECIAL PAY, INCENTIVE
PAY, AND BONUS AUTHORITIES.

The following sections of title 37, United
States Code, are amended by striking ‘‘December
31, 2015 and inserting ‘‘December 31, 2016°’:

(1) Section 331(h), relating to general bonus
authority for enlisted members.

(2) Section 332(g), relating to gemeral bonus
authority for officers.

(3) Section 333(i), relating to special bonus
and incentive pay authorities for nuclear offi-
cers.

(4) Section 334(i), relating to special aviation
incentive pay and bonus authorities for officers.

(5) Section 335(k), relating to special bonus
and incentive pay authorities for officers in
health professions.

(6) Section 336(g), relating to contracting
bonus for cadets and midshipmen enrolled in the
Senior Reserve Officers’ Training Corps.

(7) Section 351(h), relating to hazardous duty
pay.

(8) Section 352(g), relating to assignment pay
or special duty pay.

(9) Section 353(i), relating to skill incentive
pay or proficiency bonus.

(10) Section 355(h), relating to retention incen-
tives for members qualified in critical military
skills or assigned to high priority units.
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SEC. 615. ONE-YEAR EXTENSION OF AUTHORITIES
RELATING TO PAYMENT OF OTHER
TITLE 37 BONUSES AND SPECIAL
PAYS.

The following sections of title 37, United
States Code, are amended by striking ‘‘December
31, 2015’ and inserting ‘‘December 31, 2016°’:

(1) Section 301b(a), relating to aviation officer
retention bonus.

(2) Section 307a(g), relating to assignment in-
centive pay.

(3) Section 308(g), relating to reenlistment
bonus for active members.

(4) Section 309(e), relating to enlistment
bonus.

(5) Section 316a(g), relating to incentive pay
for members of precommissioning programs pur-
suing foreign language proficiency.

(6) Section 324(g), relating to accession bonus
for new officers in critical skills.

(7) Section 326(g), relating to incentive bonus
for conversion to military occupational specialty
to ease personnel shortage.

(8) Section 327(h), relating to incentive bonus
for transfer between Armed Forces.

(9) Section 330(f), relating to accession bonus
for officer candidates.

SEC. 616. INCREASE IN MAXIMUM ANNUAL
AMOUNT OF NUCLEAR OFFICER
BONUS PAY.

Section 333(d)(1)(A) of title 37, United States
Code, is amended by striking ‘‘$35,000° and in-
serting “‘350,000.

SEC. 617. MODIFICATION TO SPECIAL AVIATION
INCENTIVE PAY AND BONUS AU-
THORITIES FOR OFFICERS.

(a) CLARIFICATION OF SECRETARIAL AUTHOR-
ITY TO SET REQUIREMENTS FOR AVIATION INCEN-
TIVE PAY ELIGIBILITY.—Subsection (a) of section
334 of title 37, United States Code, is amended—

(1) by redesignating paragraphs (1), (2), (3),
(4), and (5) as subparagraphs (4), (B), (C), (D),
and (E), respectively, and moving the margin of
such subparagraphs, as so redesignated, 2 ems
to the right;

(2) by striking ‘‘“The Secretary’ and inserting
the following:

‘(1) INCENTIVE PAY AUTHORIZED.—The Sec-
retary’’; and

(3) by adding at the end the following new
paragraph (2):

““(2) OFFICERS NOT CURRENTLY ENGAGED IN
FLYING DUTY.—The Secretary concerned may
pay aviation incentive pay under this section to
an officer who is otherwise qualified for such
pay but who is not currently engaged in the
performance of operational flying duty or pro-
ficiency flying duty if the Secretary determines,
under regulations prescribed under section 374
of this title, that payment of aviation incentive
pay to that officer is in the best interests of the
service.’’.

(b) RESTORATION OF AUTHORITY TO PAY AVIA-
TION INCENTIVE PAY TO MEDICAL OFFICERS PER-
FORMING FLIGHT SURGEON DUTIES.—Subsection
(h)(1) of such section is amended by striking
“(except a flight surgeon or other medical offi-
cer)”.

(c) INCREASE IN MAXIMUM AMOUNT OF AVIA-
TION SPECIAL PAYS FOR FLYING DUTY OF RE-
MOTELY PILOTED AIRCRAFT.—Subsection (c)(1)
of such section is amended—

(1) in subparagraph (A), by striking ‘‘exceed
$850 per month; and’’ and inserting ‘‘exceed—

‘(1) 31,000 per month for officers performing
qualifying flying duty relating to remotely pi-
loted aircraft (RPA); or

““(ii) $850 per month for officers performing
other qualifying flying duty; and’’; and

(2) in subparagraph (B), by striking $25,000”
and all that follows and inserting *‘, for each 12-
month period of obligated service agreed to
under subsection (d)—

“(i) $35,000 for officers performing qualifying
flying duty relating to remotely piloted aircraft;
or

“‘(ii) $25,000 for officers performing other
qualifying flying duty.”.
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(d) AUTHORITY TO PAY AVIATION BONUS AND
SKILL INCENTIVE PAY TO OFFICERS SIMULTA-
NEOUSLY.—Subsection (f) of such section is
amended—

(1) in paragraph (1), by striking 353’ and in-
serting ‘‘353(a)’’; and

(2) in paragraph (2)—

(4) by striking ‘“‘a payment’’ and inserting ‘“‘a
bonus payment’’; and

(B) by striking ‘353" and inserting ‘‘353(b)”’.

(e) REPORT.—Not later than February 1, 2016,
the Secretary of Defense shall submit to the con-
gressional defense committees a report setting
forth the empirical case for an increase in spe-
cial and incentive pay for aviation officers in
order to address a specific, statistically-based re-
tention problem with respect to such officers.
The report shall include the results of a study,
conducted by the Secretary in connection with
the case, on a market-based compensation ap-
proach to the retention of such officers that
considers the pay and allowances offered by
commercial airlines to pilots and the propensity
of pilots to leave the Air Force to become com-
mercial airline pilots.

SEC. 618. REPEAL OF OBSOLETE AUTHORITY TO
PAY BONUS TO ENCOURAGE ARMY
PERSONNEL TO REFER PERSONS
FOR ENLISTMENT IN THE ARMY.

(a) REPEAL.—Section 3252 of title 10, United
States Code, is repealed.

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of sec-
tions at the beginning of chapter 333 of such
title is amended by striking the item relating to
section 3252.

Subtitle C—Travel and Transportation
Allowances

SEC. 621. TRANSPORTATION TO TRANSFER CERE-
MONIES FOR FAMILY AND NEXT OF
KIN OF MEMBERS OF THE ARMED
FORCES WHO DIE OVERSEAS DUR-
ING HUMANITARIAN OPERATIONS.

Section 481f(e)(1) of title 37, United States
Code, is amended by inserting ‘‘(including dur-
ing a humanitarian relief operation)’ after ‘‘lo-
cated or serving overseas’’.

SEC. 622. REPEAL OF OBSOLETE SPECIAL TRAVEL
AND TRANSPORTATION ALLOWANCE
FOR SURVIVORS OF DECEASED MEM-
BERS OF THE ARMED FORCES FROM
THE VIETNAM CONFLICT.

(a) REPEAL AND REDESIGNATION.—Section 481f
of title 37, United States Code, is amended—

(1) by striking subsection (d); and

(2) by redesignating subsections (e), (f), (g9),
and (h) as subsections (d), (e), (f), and (g), re-
spectively.

(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENT TO CROSS REF-
ERENCE.—Section 2493(a)(4)(B)(ii) of title 10,
United States Code, is amended by striking ‘‘sec-
tion 481f(e)”’ and inserting ‘‘section 481f(d)’’.
SEC. 623. STUDY AND REPORT ON POLICY

CHANGES TO THE JOINT TRAVEL
REGULATIONS.

(a) STUDY.—The Comptroller General of the
United States shall conduct a study on the im-
pact of the policy changes to the Joint Travel
Regulations for the Uniformed Service Members
and Department of Defense Civilian Employees
related to flat rate per diem for long term tem-
porary duty travel that took effect on November
1, 2014. The study shall assess the following:

(1) The impact of such changes on shipyard
workers who travel on long-term temporary duty
assignments.

(2) Whether such changes have discouraged
employees of the Department of Defense, includ-
ing civilian employees at shipyards and depots,
from volunteering for important temporary duty
travel assignments.

(b) REPORT.—Not later than June 1, 2016, the
Comptroller General shall submit to the Com-
mittee on Armed Services of the Senate and the
Committee on Armed Services of the House of
Representatives a report on the study required
by subsection (a).
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Subtitle D—Disability Pay, Retired Pay, and
Survivor Benefits
PART I—RETIRED PAY REFORM
SEC. 631. MODERNIZED RETIREMENT SYSTEM
FOR MEMBERS OF THE UNIFORMED
SERVICES.

(a) REGULAR SERVICE.—Section 1409(b) of title
10, United States Code, is amended by adding at
the end the following new paragraph:

““(4) MODERNIZED RETIREMENT SYSTEM.—

‘“(A) REDUCED MULTIPLIER FOR FULL TSP MEM-
BERS.—Notwithstanding paragraphs (1), (2),
and (3), in the case of a member who first be-
comes a member of the uniformed services on or
after January 1, 2018, or a member who makes
the election described in subparagraph (B) (re-
ferred to as a ‘full TSP member’)—

“(i) paragraph (1)(A) shall be applied by sub-
stituting ‘2’ for 242’;

““(ii) clause (i) of paragraph (3)(B) shall be
applied by substituting ‘60 percent’ for ‘75 per-
cent’; and

““(iii) clause (ii)(I) of such paragraph shall be
applied by substituting 2’ for 242,

‘“(B) ELECTION TO PARTICIPATE IN MODERN-
IZED RETIREMENT SYSTEM.—Pursuant to sub-
paragraph (C), a member of a uniformed service
serving on December 31, 2017, who has served in
the uniformed services for fewer than 12 years
as of December 31, 2017, may elect, in exchange
for the reduced multipliers described in subpara-
graph (A) for purposes of calculating the retired
pay of the member, to receive Thrift Savings
Plan contributions pursuant to section 8440e(e)
of title 5.

““(C) ELECTION PERIOD.—

‘““¢i) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in
clauses (ii) and (iii), a member of a uniformed
service described in subparagraph (B) may make
the election authorized by that subparagraph
only during the period that begins on January
1, 2018, and ends on December 31, 2018.

‘““(iil) HARDSHIP EXTENSION.—The Secretary
concerned may extend the election period de-
scribed in clause (i) for a member who experi-
ences a hardship as determined by the Secretary
concerned.

‘‘(iii) EFFECT OF BREAK IN SERVICE.—A mem-
ber of a uniformed service who returns to service
after a break in service that occurs during the
election period specified in clause (i) shall make
the election described in subparagraph (B) with-
in 30 days after the date of the reentry into
service of the member.

“(D) NO RETROACTIVE CONTRIBUTIONS PURSU-
ANT TO ELECTION.—Thrift Savings Plan con-
tributions may not be made for a member mak-
ing an election pursuant to subparagraph (B)
for any period beginning before the date of the
member’s election under that subparagraph by
reason of the member’s election.

‘““(E) REGULATIONS.—The Secretary concerned
shall prescribe regulations to implement this
paragraph.’’.

(b) NON-REGULAR SERVICE.—Section 12739 of
title 10, United States Code, is amended by add-
ing at the end the following new subsection:

“(f) MODERNIZED RETIREMENT SYSTEM.—

‘(1) REDUCED MULTIPLIER FOR FULL TSP MEM-
BERS.—Notwithstanding subsection (a) or (c), in
the case of a person who first performs reserve
component service on or after January 1, 2018,
after not having performed regular or reserve
component service on or before that date, or a
person who makes the election described in
paragraph (2) (referred to as a ‘full TSP mem-
ber’)—

““(A) subsection (a)(2) shall be applied by sub-
stituting ‘2 percent’ for ‘2%2 percent’;

‘““(B) subparagraph (A) of subsection (c)(2)
shall be applied by substituting ‘60 percent’ for
‘75 percent’; and

“(C) subparagraph (B)(ii) of such subsection
shall be applied by substituting 2 percent’ for
21> percent’.

““(2) ELECTION TO PARTICIPATE IN MODERNIZED
RETIREMENT SYSTEM.—
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““(A) IN GENERAL.—Pursuant to subparagraph
(B), a person performing reserve component
service on December 31, 2017, who has performed
fewer than 12 years of service as of December 31,
2017 (as computed in accordance with section
12733 of this title), may elect, in exchange for
the reduced multipliers described in paragraph
(1) for purposes of calculating the retired pay of
the person, to receive Thrift Savings Plan con-
tributions pursuant to section 8440e(e) of title 5.

“(B) ELECTION PERIOD.—

‘(i) IN GENERAL.—Ezxcept as provided in
clauses (ii) and (iii), a person described in sub-
paragraph (4) may make the election described
in that subparagraph during the period that be-
gins on January 1, 2018, and ends on December
31, 2018.

““(it) HARDSHIP EXTENSION.—The Secretary
concerned may extend the election period de-
scribed in clause (i) for a person who experi-
ences a hardship as determined by the Secretary
concerned.

““‘(iii) PERSONS EXPERIENCING BREAK IN SERV-
ICE.—A person returning to reserve component
service after a break in reserve component serv-
ice in which falls the election period specified in
clause (i) shall make the election described in
subparagraph (A) on the date of the reentry
into service of the person.

“(C) NO RETROACTIVE CONTRIBUTIONS PURSU-
ANT TO ELECTION.—Thrift Savings Plan con-
tributions may not be made for a person making
an election pursuant to subparagraph (A) for
any pay period beginning before the date of the
person’s election under that subparagraph by
reason of the person’s election.

‘““(3) REGULATIONS.—The Secretary concerned
shall prescribe regulations to implement this
subsection.”.

(c) COORDINATING AMENDMENTS TO OTHER RE-
TIREMENT AUTHORITIES.—

(1) DISABILITY, WARRANT OFFICERS,
DOPMA RETIRED PAY.—

(A) COMPUTATION OF RETIRED PAY.—The table
in section 1401(a) of title 10, United States Code,
is amended—

(i) in paragraph (1) in column 2 of formula
number 1, by striking ““2%2% of years of service
credited to him under section 1208’ and insert-
ing ‘“‘the retired pay multiplier determined for
the member under section 1409 of this title’’; and

(ii) in paragraph (1) in column 2 of formula
number 2, by striking ‘22% of years of service
credited to him under section 1208’ and insert-
ing ‘‘the retired pay multiplier determined for
the member under section 1409 of this title’’; and

(iii) in column 2 of each of formula number 4
and formula mumber 5, by striking ‘‘section
1409(a)’’ and inserting ‘‘section 1409°°.

(B) CLARIFICATION REGARDING MODERNIZED
RETIREMENT SYSTEM.—Section 1401a(b) of title
10, United States Code, is amended—

(i) by redesignating paragraph (5) as para-
graph (6); and

(ii) by inserting after paragraph (4) the fol-
lowing new paragraph (5):

“(5) ADJUSTMENTS FOR PARTICIPANTS IN MOD-
ERNIZED RETIREMENT SYSTEM.—Notwithstanding
paragraph (3), if a member or former member
participates in the modernized retirement system
by reason of section 1409(b)(4) of this title (in-
cluding pursuant to an election under subpara-
graph (B) of that section), the Secretary shall
increase the retired pay of such member in ac-
cordance with paragraph (2).”.

(2) 15-YEAR CAREER STATUS BONUS.—Section
354 of title 37, United States Code, is amended—

(4) in subsection (f)—

(i) by striking “If a’’ and inserting ‘(1) If a’’;
and

(ii) by adding at the end the following new
paragraph:

“(2) If a person who is paid a bonus under
this section subsequently makes an election de-
scribed in section 1409(b)(4)(B) of title 10, the
person shall repay any bonus payments received
under this section in the same manner as repay-
ments are made under section 373 of this title.”’;
and

AND
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(B) by adding at the end the following new
subsection:

“(9) SUNSET AND CONTINUATION OF PAY-
MENTS.—(1) A Secretary concerned may not pay
a new bonus under this section after December
31, 2017.

““(2) Subject to subsection (f)(2), the Secretary

concerned may continue to make payments for
bonuses that were awarded under this section
on or before the date specified in paragraph
(1).”.
(3) APPLICATION TO NATIONAL OCEANIC AND
ATMOSPHERIC ~ADMINISTRATION COMMISSIONED
CORPS.—Paragraph (2) of section 245(a) of the
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion Commissioned Officer Corps Act of 2002 (33
U.S.C. 3045(a)) is amended to read as follows:

“(2) the retired pay multiplier determined
under section 1409 of such title for the number
of years of service that may be credited to the
officer under section 1405 of such title as if the
officer’s service were service as a member of the
Armed Forces.” .

(4) APPLICATION TO PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICE.—
Section 211(a)(4) of the Public Health Service
Act (42 U.S.C. 212(a)(4)) is amended—

(A) in the matter preceding subparagraph (A),
by striking ‘‘at the rate of 2 V> per centum of the
basic pay of the highest grade held by him as
such officer’ and inserting ‘‘calculated by mul-
tiplying the retired pay base determined under
section 1406 of title 10, United States Code, by
the retired pay multiplier determined under sec-
tion 1409 of such title for the numbers of years
of service credited to the officer under this para-
graph’’; and

(B) in the matter following subparagraph
(B)(iii)—

(i) in subparagraph (C), by striking ‘‘such
pay, and’’ and inserting ‘‘such pay,’’; and

(ii) in subparagraph (D), by striking ‘‘such
basic pay.”’ and inserting ‘‘such basic pay, and
(E) in the case of any officer who participates in
the modernized retirement system by reason of
section 1409(b) of title 10, United States Code
(including pursuant to an election under sub-
paragraph (B) of that section), subparagraph
(C) shall be applied by substituting ‘40 per cen-
tum’ for ‘50 per centum’ each place the term ap-
pears.”’.

(d) REPEAL OF REDUCED COST-OF-LIVING AD-
JUSTMENTS FOR MEMBERS UNDER THE AGE OF
62.—The following amendments shall not take
effect:

(1) The amendments to be made by section 403
of the Bipartisan Budget Act of 2013 (Public
Law 113-67; 127 Stat. 1186), as amended by sec-
tion 10001(a) of the Department of Defense Ap-
propriations Act, 2014 (division C of Public Law
113-76; 128 Stat. 151), section 2 of Public Law
113-82 (128 Stat. 1009), and section 623 of the
Carl Levin and Howard P. “‘Buck’ McKeon Na-
tional Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal
Year 2015 (Public Law 113-291; 128 Stat. 3403).

(2) The amendments to be made by section
10001(b) of the Department of Defense Appro-
priations Act, 2014.

SEC. 632. FULL PARTICIPATION FOR MEMBERS OF
THE UNIFORMED SERVICES IN THE
THRIFT SAVINGS PLAN.

(a) MODERNIZED RETIREMENT SYSTEM.—

(1) DEFINITIONS.—Section 8440e(a) of title 5,
United States Code, is amended by striking
paragraphs (1) and (2) and inserting the fol-
lowing new paragraphs:

‘(1) the term ‘basic pay’ means basic pay pay-
able under section 204 of title 37;

“(2) the term ‘full TSP member’ means a mem-
ber described in subsection (e)(1);

“(3) the term ‘member’ has the meaning given
the term in section 211 of title 37; and

‘“(4) the term ‘Secretary concerned’ has the
meaning given the term in section 101 of title
37.7.

(2) TSP CONTRIBUTIONS.—Subsection (e) of
section 8440e of title 5, United States Code, is
amended to read as follows:

““(e) MODERNIZED RETIREMENT SYSTEM.—
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‘(1) TSP CONTRIBUTIONS.—Notwithstanding
any other provision of law, the Secretary con-
cerned shall make contributions to the Thrift
Savings Fund, in accordance with section 8432
(except to the extent the requirements under
such section are modified by this subsection), for
the benefit of a member—

‘“(A) who first enters a uniformed service on
or after January 1, 2018; or

“(B) who—

““(i) first entered a uniformed service before
January 1, 2018;

‘““(ii) has completed fewer than 12 years of
service in the uniformed services as of December
31, 2017; and

““(iti) makes the election described in section
1409(b)(4)(B) or 12729(f)(2) of title 10 to receive
Thrift Savings Plan contributions under this
subsection in exchange for the reduced multi-
pliers described in section 1409(b)(4)(4) or
12739(f)(1) of title 10, as applicable, for purposes
of calculating the retired pay of the member.

“(2) MAXIMUM AMOUNT.—The amount con-
tributed under this subsection by the Secretary
concerned for the benefit of a full TSP member
for any pay period shall not be more than 5 per-
cent of the member’s basic pay for such pay pe-
riod. Any such contribution under this sub-
section, though in accordance with section 8432
as provided in paragraph (1), is instead of, and
not in addition to, amounts contributable under
section 8432 as provided in section 8432(c).

“(3) TIMING AND DURATION OF CONTRIBU-
TIONS.—

“(A) AUTOMATIC CONTRIBUTIONS.—The Sec-
retary concerned shall make a contribution de-
scribed in section 8432(c)(1) under this sub-
section for the benefit of a member described in
paragraph (1) for any pay period during the pe-
riod that—

““(i) begins—

‘“(I) on or after the day that is 60 days afer
the date the member first enters a uniformed
service, in the case of a member described in
paragraph (1)(A); or

‘“(I1I) on or after the date the member makes
the election described in paragraph (1)(B), in
the case of a member making such an election;
and

““(ii) ends on the day such member completes
26 years of service as a member of the uniformed
services.

“(B) MATCHING CONTRIBUTIONS.—The Sec-
retary concerned shall make a contribution de-
scribed in section 8432(c)(2) under this sub-
section for the benefit of a member described in
paragraph (1) for any pay period during the pe-
riod that—

‘(i) begins—

“(I) on or after the day that is 2 years and 1
day after the date the member first enters a uni-
formed service, in the case of a member described
in paragraph (1)(A4); or

‘“(II) on or after the date the member makes
the election described in paragraph (1)(B), in
the case of a member making such an election;
and

““(ii) ends on the day such member completes
26 years of service as a member of the uniformed
services.

““(4) PROTECTIONS FOR SPOUSES AND FORMER
SPOUSES.—Section 8435 shall apply to a full TSP
member in the same manner as such section is
applied to an employee or Member under such
section.”’.

(b) AUTOMATIC ENROLLMENT IN THRIFT SAV-
INGS PLAN.—Section 8432(b)(2) of title 5, United
States Code, is amended—

(1) in subparagraph (D)(ii), by striking ‘‘Mem-
bers’ and inserting ‘‘(ii) Except in the case of a
full TSP member (as defined in section 8440e(a)),
members’’;

(2) in subparagraph (E), by striking
“‘8440e(a)(1)’’ and inserting ‘‘8440e(b)(1)”’; and

(3) by adding at the end the following new
subparagraph:

‘“(F) Notwithstanding any other provision of
this paragraph, if a full TSP member (as defined
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in section 8440e(a)) has declined automatic en-
rollment into the Thrift Savings Plan for a year,
the full TSP member shall be automatically re-
enrolled on January 1 of the succeeding year,
with contributions under subsection (a) at the
default percentage of basic pay.”’.

(c) VESTING.—

(1) TWO-YEARS OF SERVICE.—Section 8432(g)(2)
of title 5, United States Code, is amended—

(A) in subparagraph (A)(iii), by striking “‘or”’
after the semicolon;

(B) in subparagraph (B), by striking the pe-
riod at the end and inserting ‘‘; or’’; and

(C) by adding at the end the following:

‘“(C) 2 years of service in the case of a member
of the uniformed services.’’.

(2) SEPARATION.—Section 8432(g) of title 5,
United States Code, is amended by adding at the
end the following new paragraph:

““(6) For purposes of this subsection, a member
of the uniformed services shall be considered to
have separated from Government employment if
the member is discharged or released from serv-
ice in the uniformed services.”’.

(d) THRIFT SAVINGS PLAN DEFAULT INVEST-
MENT FUND.—Section 8438(c)(2) of title 5, United
States Code, is amended—

(1) in subparagraph (A), by striking ““(A) Con-
sistent with the requirements of subparagraph
(B), if an’’ and inserting “‘If an’’; and

(2) by striking subparagraph (B).

(e) REPEAL OF SEPARATE CONTRIBUTION
AGREEMENT AUTHORITY.—

(1) REPEAL.—Section 211 of title 37, United
States Code, is amended—

(A) by striking subsection (d); and

(B) by redesignating subsection (e) as sub-
section (d).

2) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—Section
8432b(c)(2)(B) of title 5, United States Code, is
amended by striking ‘‘(including pursuant to an
agreement under section 211(d) of title 37)”.

SEC. 633. LUMP SUM PAYMENTS OF CERTAIN RE-
TIRED PAY.

(a) LuMP SUM PAYMENTS OF CERTAIN RETIRED
PAY.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Chapter 71 of title 10, United
States Code, is amended by adding at the end
the following new section:

“§ 1415. Lump sum payment of certain retired
pay

““(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

‘(1) COVERED RETIRED PAY.—The term ‘cov-
ered retired pay’ means retired pay under—

“(A) this title;

“(B) title 14,

‘““(C) the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration Commissioned Officer Corps Act
of 2002 (33 U.S.C. 3001 et seq.); or

‘(D) the Public Health Service Act (42 U.S.C.
201 et seq.).

““(2) ELIGIBLE PERSON.—The term ‘eligible per-
son’ means a person who—

“(A)(i) first becomes a member of a uniformed
service on or after January 1, 2018; or

““(ii) makes the election described in section
1409(b)(4)(B) or 12739(f)(2) of this title; and

‘““(B) does not retire or separate under chapter
61 of this title.

‘““(3) RETIREMENT AGE.—The term ‘retirement
age’ has the meaning given the term in section
216(1) of the Social Security Act (42 U.S.C.
416(1)).

‘“(b) ELECTION OF LUMP SUM PAYMENT OF
CERTAIN RETIRED PAY.—

‘““(1) IN GENERAL.—An eligible person entitled
to covered retired pay (including an eligible per-
son who is entitled to such pay by reason of an
election described in subsection (a)(2)(A)(ii))
may elect to receive—

‘“(4) a lump sum payment of the discounted
present value at the time of the election of an
amount of the covered retired pay that the eligi-
ble person is otherwise entitled to receive for the
period beginning on the date of retirement and
ending on the date the eligible person attains
the eligible person’s retirement age equal to—
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‘(i) 50 percent of the amount of such covered
retired pay during such period; or

“‘(i1) 25 percent of the amount of such covered
retired pay during such period; and

“(B) a monthly amount during the period de-
scribed in subparagraph (A) equal to—

‘(i) in the case of an eligible person electing
to receive an amount described in subparagraph
(A)(i), 50 percent of the amount of monthly cov-
ered retired pay the eligible person is otherwise
entitled to receive during such period; and

“‘(ii) in the case of an eligible person electing
to receive an amount described in subparagraph
(A)(ii), 75 percent of the amount of monthly cov-
ered retired pay the eligible person is otherwise
entitled to receive during such period

““(2) DISCOUNTED PRESENT VALUE.—The Sec-
retary of Defense shall compute the discounted
present value of amounts of covered retired pay
that an eligible person is otherwise entitled to
receive for a period for purposes of paragraph
(1)(4) by—

“(A) estimating the aggregate amount of re-
tired pay the person would receive for the pe-
riod, taking into account cost-of-living adjust-
ments under section 1401a of this title projected
by the Secretary at the time the person sepa-
rates from service and would otherwise begin re-
ceiving covered retired pay; and

“(B) reducing the aggregate amount estimated
pursuant to subparagraph (A) by an appro-
priate percentage determined by the Secretary—

‘(i) using average personal discount rates (as
defined and calculated by the Secretary taking
into consideration applicable and reputable
studies of personal discount rates for military
personnel and past actuarial erperience in the
calculation of personal discount rates under this
paragraph); and

‘(i) in accordance with generally accepted
actuarial principles and practices.

“(3) TIMING OF ELECTION.—An eligible person
shall make the election under this subsection
not later than 90 days before the date of the re-
tirement of the eligible person from the uni-
formed services.

‘“(4) SINGLE PAYMENT OR COMBINATION OF
PAYMENTS.—An eligible person may elect to re-
ceive a lump sum payment under this subsection
in a single payment or in a combination of pay-
ments.

““(5) COMMENCEMENT OF PAYMENT.—An eligi-
ble person who makes an election under this
subsection shall receive the lump sum payment,
or the first installment of a combination of pay-
ments of the lump sum payment if elected under
paragraph (4), as follows:

““(A) Not later than 60 days after the date of
the retirement of the eligible person from the
uniformed services.

““(B) In the case of an eligible person who is
a member of a reserve component, not later than
60 days after the earlier of—

‘(i) the date on which the eligible person at-
tains 60 years of age; or

“‘(ii) the date on which the eligible person first
becomes entitled to covered retired pay.

““(6) NO SUBSEQUENT ADJUSTMENT.—An eligible
person who accepts payment of a Ilump sum
under this subsection may not seek the review of
or otherwise challenge the amount of the lump
sum in light of any variation in cost-of-living
adjustments under section 1401a of this title, ac-
tuarial assumptions, or other factors used by the
Secretary in calculating the amount of the lump
sum that occur after the Secretary pays the
lump sum.

““(c) RESUMPTION OF MONTHLY ANNUITY.—

““(1) GENERAL RULE.—Subject to paragraph
(2), an eligible person who makes an election de-
scribed in subsection (b)(1) shall be entitled to
receive the eligible person’s monthly covered re-
tired pay calculated in accordance with para-
graph (2) after the eligible person attains the el-
igible person’s retirement age.

“(2) RESTORATION OF FULL RETIREMENT
AMOUNT AT RETIREMENT AGE.—The retired pay
of an eligible person who makes an election de-
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scribed in subsection (a) shall be recomputed, ef-
fective on the first day of the first month begin-
ning after the person attains the eligible per-
son’s retirement age, so as to be an amount
equal to the amount of covered retired pay to
which the eligible person would otherwise be en-
titled on that date if the annual increases, in
the retired pay of the eligible person made to re-
flect changes in the Consumer Price Index, had
been made in accordance with section 1401a of
this title.

‘““(d) PAYMENT OF RETIRED PAY TO PERSONS
NOT MAKING ELECTION.—An eligible person who
does not make the election described in sub-
section (b)(1) shall be paid the retired pay to
which the eligible person is otherwise entitled
under the applicable provisions of law referred
to in subsection (a)(1).

‘““(e) REGULATIONS.—The Secretary of Defense
concerned shall prescribe regulations to carry
out the provisions of this section.”’.

(2) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of sec-
tions at the beginning of chapter 71 of such title
is amended by adding at the end the following
new item:

“1415. Lump sum payment of certain retired
pay.”’.

(3) PAYMENTS FROM DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE
MILITARY RETIREMENT FUND.—Section 1463(a)(1)
of title 10, United States Code, is amended by
striking ‘‘or 1414 and inserting ‘, 1414, or
14157,

(b) OFFSET OF VETERANS PENSION AND COM-
PENSATION BY AMOUNT OF LUMP SUM PAY-
MENTS.—Section 5304 of title 38, United States
Code, is amended by adding at the end the fol-
lowing new subsection:

‘“(d)(1) Other than amounts payable under
section 1413a or 1414 of title 10, the amount of
pension and compensation benefits payable to a
person under this title shall be reduced by the
amount of any lump sum payment made to such
person under section 1415 of title 10.

““(2) The Secretary shall collect any reduction
under paragraph (1) from amounts otherwise
payable to the person under this title, including
pension and compensation payable under this
title, before any pension and compensation pay-
ments under this title may be paid to the per-
son.”.

SEC. 634. CONTINUATION PAY FOR FULL TSP
MEMBERS WITH 12 YEARS OF SERV-
ICE.

(a) CONTINUATION PAY.—Subchapter II of
chapter 5 of title 37, United States Code, is
amended by adding at the end the following
new section:

“§356. Continuation pay: full TSP members
with 12 years of service

‘““(a) CONTINUATION PAY.—The Secretary con-
cerned shall make a payment of continuation
pay to each full TSP member (as defined in sec-
tion 8440e(a) of title 5) of the uniformed services
under the jurisdiction of the Secretary who—

‘(1) completes 12 years of service; and

“(2) enters into an agreement with the Sec-
retary to serve for an additional 4 years of obli-
gated service.

“(b) AMOUNT.—The amount of continuation
pay payable to a full TSP member under sub-
section (a) shall be the amount that is equal
to—

‘(1) in the case of a member of a regular com-
ponent—

““(A) the monthly basic pay of the member at
12 years of service multiplied by 2.5; plus

“(B) at the discretion of the Secretary con-
cerned, the monthly basic pay of the member at
12 years of service multiplied by such number of
months (not to exceed 13 months) as the Sec-
retary concerned shall specify in the agreement
of the member under subsection (a); and

““(2) in the case of a member of a reserve com-
ponent—

‘“(A) the amount of monthly basic pay to
which the member would be entitled at 12 years
of service if the member were a member of a reg-
ular component multiplied by 0.5; plus



H6374

‘“‘(B) at the discretion of the Secretary con-
cerned, the amount of monthly basic pay de-
scribed in subparagraph (A) multiplied by such
number of months (not to exceed 6 months) as
the Secretary concerned shall specify in the
agreement of the member under subsection (a).

“(c) ADDITIONAL DISCRETIONARY AUTHOR-
ITY.—In addition to the continuation pay re-
quired under subsection (a), the Secretary con-
cerned may provide continuation pay under this
subsection to a full TSP member described in
subsection (a), and subject to the service agree-
ment referred to in paragraph (2) of such sub-
section, in an amount determined by the Sec-
retary concerned.

“(d) TIMING OF PAYMENT.—The Secretary
concerned shall pay continuation pay under
subsection (a) to a full TSP member when the
member completes 12 years of service. If the Sec-
retary concerned also provides continuation pay
under subsection (c) to the member, that con-
tinuation pay shall be provided when the mem-
ber completes 12 years of service.

‘““(e) LUMP SUM OR INSTALLMENTS.—A full
TSP member may elect to receive continuation
pay provided under subsection (a) or (c) in a
lump sum or in a series of not more than four
payments.

“(f) RELATIONSHIP TO OTHER PAY AND ALLOW-
ANCES.—Continuation pay under this section is
in addition to any other pay or allowance to
which the full TSP member is entitled.

‘““(g) REPAYMENT.—A full TSP member who re-
ceives continuation pay under this section (a)
and fails to complete the obligated service re-
quired under such subsection shall be subject to
the repayment provisions of section 373 of this
title.

‘““(h) REGULATIONS.—Each Secretary con-
cerned shall prescribe regulations to carry out
this section.”.

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of sec-
tions at the beginning of chapter 5 of title 37,
United States Code, is amended by adding at the
end the following new item:

““356. Continuation pay: full TSP members with
12 years of service.”’.
SEC. 635. EFFECTIVE DATE AND IMPLEMENTA-
TION.

(a) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments made
by this part shall take effect on January 1, 2018.

(b) IMPLEMENTATION.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretaries concerned,
the Director of the Office of Personnel Manage-
ment, and the Federal Retirement Thrift Invest-
ment Board shall each and jointly take appro-
priate actions to ensure the full and effective
implementation of the amendments made by this
part in order to ensure that members of the uni-
formed services will be able to participate in the
modernized retirement plan provided by this
part commencing on the date specified in sub-
section (a).

(2) IMPLEMENTATION PLAN.—Not later than
March 1, 2016, the Secretaries concerned shall
submit to the appropriate committees of Con-
gress a report containing a plan to ensure the
full and effective commencement and oper-
ational implementation of the amendments made
by this part in accordance with paragraph (1).

(c) ADDITIONAL TECHNICAL AND CONFORMING
AMENDMENTS.—The report required by sub-
section (b) shall contain a draft of such legisla-
tion as may be mecessary to make any addi-
tional technical and conforming changes to ti-
tles 10 and 37, United States Code, and other
provisions of law that are required or should be
made by reason of the amendments made by this
part.

(d) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) The term ‘“‘appropriate committees of Con-
gress’’ means—

(A) the Committee on Armed Services, the
Committee on Energy and Commerce, the Com-
mittee on Natural Resources, the Committee on
Oversight and Government Reform, and the
Committee on Transportation and Infrastruc-
ture of the House of Representatives; and
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(B) the Committee on Armed Services, the
Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation, the Committee on Energy and Natural
Resources, the Committee on Homeland Security
and Governmental Affairs, and the Committee
on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions of
the Senate.

(2) The term ‘‘Secretary concerned’ has the
meaning given that term in section 101 of title
37, United States Code.

PART II-OTHER MATTERS

SEC. 641. DEATH OF FORMER SPOUSE BENE-
FICIARIES AND SUBSEQUENT RE-
MARRIAGES UNDER THE SURVIVOR
BENEFIT PLAN.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 1448(b) of title 10,
United States Code, is amended by adding at the
end the following new paragraph:

‘“(7) EFFECT OF DEATH OF FORMER SPOUSE
BENEFICIARY.—

““(A) TERMINATION OF PARTICIPATION IN
PLAN.—A person who elects to provide an annu-
ity to a former spouse under paragraph (2) or (3)
and whose former spouse subsequently dies is no
longer a participant in the Plan, effective on the
date of death of the former spouse.

‘“(B) AUTHORITY FOR ELECTION OF NEW SPOUSE
BENEFICIARY.—If a person’s participation in the
Plan is discontinued by reason of the death of
a former spouse beneficiary, the person may
elect to resume participation in the Plan and to
elect a new spouse beneficiary as follows:

“(i) MARRIED ON THE DATE OF DEATH OF
FORMER SPOUSE.—A person who is married at
the time of the death of the former spouse bene-
ficiary may elect to provide coverage to that per-
son’s spouse. Such an election must be received
by the Secretary concerned within one year
after the date of death of the former spouse ben-
eficiary.

““(ii) MARRIAGE AFTER DEATH OF FORMER
SPOUSE BENEFICIARY.—A person who is not mar-
ried at the time of the death of the former
spouse beneficiary and who later marries may
elect to provide spouse coverage. Such an elec-
tion must be received by the Secretary concerned
within one year after the date on which that
person marries.

“(C) EFFECTIVE DATE OF ELECTION.—The ef-
fective date of election under this paragraph
shall be as follows:

‘(i) An election under subparagraph (B)(i) is
effective as of the first day of the first calendar
month following the death of the former spouse
beneficiary.

““(ii) An election under subparagraph (B)(ii) is
effective as of the first day of the first calendar
month following the month in which the elec-
tion is received by the Secretary concerned.

‘(D) LEVEL OF COVERAGE.—A person making
an election under subparagraph (B) may not re-
duce the base amount previously elected.

‘““(E) PROCEDURES.—An election under this
paragraph shall be in writing, signed by the
participant, and made in such form and manner
as the Secretary concerned may prescribe.

““(F) IRREVOCABILITY.—An election under this
paragraph is irrevocable.’’.

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—Paragraph (7) of sec-
tion 1448(b) of title 10, United States Code, as
added by subsection (a), shall apply with re-
spect to any person whose former spouse bene-
ficiary dies on or after the date of the enactment
of this Act.

(c) APPLICABILITY TO FORMER SPOUSE DEATHS
BEFORE ENACTMENT.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—A person—

(A) who before the date of the enactment of
this Act had a former spouse beneficiary under
the Survivor Benefit Plan who died before that
date; and

(B) who on the date of the enactment of this
Act is married,
may elect to provide spouse coverage for such
spouse under the Plan, regardless of whether
the person married such spouse before or after
the death of the former spouse beneficiary. Any
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such election may only be made during the one-

year period beginning on the date of the enact-

ment of this Act.

(2) EFFECTIVE DATE OF ELECTION IF MARRIED
AT LEAST A YEAR AT DEATH FORMER SPOUSE.—If
the person providing the annuity was married to
the spouse beneficiary for at least one year at
the time of the death of the former spouse bene-
ficiary, the effective date of such election shall
be the first day of the first month after the
death of the former spouse beneficiary.

(3) OTHER EFFECTIVE DATE.—If the person
providing the annuity married the spouse bene-
ficiary after (or during the one-year period pre-
ceding) the death of the former spouse bene-
ficiary, the effective date of the election shall be
the first day of the first month following the
first anniversary of the person’s marriage to the
spouse beneficiary.

(4) RESPONSIBILITY FOR PREMIUMS.—A person
electing to participate in the Plan under this
subsection shall be responsible for payment of
all premiums due from the effective date of the
election.

Subtitle E—Commissary and Non-Appro-
priated Fund Instrumentality Benefits and
Operations

SEC. 651. PLAN TO OBTAIN BUDGET-NEUTRALITY

FOR THE DEFENSE COMMISSARY
SYSTEM AND THE MILITARY EX-
CHANGE SYSTEM.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than March 1,
2016, the Secretary of Defense shall submit to
the Committees on Armed Services of the Senate
and the House of Representatives a report set-
ting forth a comprehensive plan to achieve by
October 1, 2018, budget-neutrality in the deliv-
ery of commissary and exchange benefits while
meeting the benchmarks set forth in subsection
(c). In preparing the report, the Secretary shall
consider the report required by section 634 of the
Carl Levin and Howard P. ‘‘Buck’ McKeon Na-
tional Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal
Year 2015 (Public Law 113-291; 128 Stat. 3406)
and any other previous reports, studies, and
surveys of matters appropriate to the report.

(b) REPORT ELEMENTS.—The report required
by subsection (a) shall include the following:

(1) A description of any modifications to the
commissary and exchange benefit systems the
Secretary considers appropriate to obtain budg-
et-neutrality in the delivery of commissary and
exchange benefits, including the following:

(A) The establishment of common business
processes, practices, and systems to exploit
synergies between the operations of defense
commissaries and exchanges and to optimize the
operations of the resale system and the benefits
provided by the commissaries and exchanges.

(B) The privatization of the defense com-
missary system and the military exchange Sys-
tem, in whole or in part.

(C) Engagement of major commercial grocery
retailers or other private sector entities to deter-
mine their willingness to provide eligible bene-
ficiaries with discount savings on grocery prod-
ucts and certain household goods.

(D) The closure of commissaries in locations in
close proximity to other commissaries or in loca-
tions where commercial alternatives, through
magjor grocery retailers, may be available.

(2) An analysis of different pricing constructs
to improve or enhance the delivery of com-
missary and exchange benefits.

(3) A description of the impact of any modi-
fications described pursuant to paragraph (1) on
Morale, Welfare and Recreation (MWR) quality-
of-life programs.

(4) Such recommendations for legislative ac-
tion as the Secretary considers appropriate to
achieve by October 1, 2018, budget-neutrality in
the delivery of commissary and exchange bene-
fits while meeting the benchmarks set forth in
subsection (c).

(¢) BENCHMARKS.—The report required by sub-
section (a) shall ensure—

(1) the maintenance of high levels of customer
satisfaction in the delivery of commissary and
exchange benefits;
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(2) the provision of high quality products; and

(3) the sustainment of discount savings to eli-
gible beneficiaries.

(d) COMPTROLLER GENERAL ASSESSMENT OF
PLAN.—Not later than 120 days after the sub-
mittal of the report required by subsection (a),
the Comptroller General of the United States
shall submit to the Committees on Armed Serv-
ices of the Senate and the House of Representa-
tives a report setting forth an assessment by the
Comptroller General of the plan to achieve
budget-neutrality in the delivery of commissary
and exchange benefits while meeting the bench-
marks set forth in subsection (c) as set forth in
the report required by subsection (a).

(e) PILOT PROGRAMS.—

(1) PROGRAMS AUTHORIZED.—After the reports
required by subsections (a) and (d) have been
submitted as described in such subsections, the
Secretary may, notwithstanding any require-
ment in chapter 147 of title 10, United States
Code, conduct one or more pilot programs to
evaluate the feasibility and advisability of proc-
esses and methods for achieving budget-neu-
trality in the delivery of commissary and ex-
change benefits and other applicable bench-
marks in accordance with this section. The Sec-
retary may authorize any commissary or ex-
change, or private sector entity, participating in
any such pilot program to establish appropriate
prices in response to market conditions and cus-
tomer demand, provided that the level of savings
required by paragraph (3) is maintained.

(2) BENCHMARKS.—If the Secretary conducts a
pilot program under this subsection, the Sec-
retary shall establish specific, measurable
benchmarks for measuring success in the provi-
sion of high quality grocery goods and products,
discount savings to patrons, and high levels of
customer satisfaction while achieving budget-
neutrality in the delivery of commissary and ex-
change benefits under the pilot program.

(3) REQUIRED SAVINGS TO PATRONS.—The Sec-
retary shall ensure that the level of savings to
commissary and exchange patrons under any
pilot program under this subsection is not less
than the level of savings to such patrons before
the implementation of such pilot program, as
follows:

(A) Before commencing a pilot program the
Secretary shall establish a baseline of savings to
patrons achieved for each commissary or ex-
change to participate in such pilot program by
comparing prices charged by such commissary or
exchange for a representative market basket of
goods to prices charged by local competitors for
the same market basket of goods.

(B) After commencement of such pilot pro-
gram, the Secretary shall ensure that each com-
missary or exchange, or private sector entity,
participating in such pilot program conducts
market-basket price comparisons not less than
once a month and adjusts pricing as necessary
to ensure that pricing achieves savings to pa-
trons under such pilot program that are reason-
ably consistent with the baseline savings for the
commissary or exchange established pursuant to
subparagraph (A).

(4) DURATION OF AUTHORITY.—The authority
of the Secretary to carry out a pilot program
under this subsection shall expire on the date
that is five years after the date of the enactment
of this Act. However, if a pilot program achieves
budget-neutrality in the delivery of commissary
and exchange benefits and other applicable
benchmarks, as measured using the benchmarks
required by paragraph (2), the Secretary may
continue the pilot program for an additional pe-
riod of up to five years.

(5) REPORTS.—

(A) INITIAL REPORTS.—If the Secretary con-
ducts a pilot program under this subsection, the
Secretary shall, not later than 30 days before
commencing the pilot program, submit to the
Committees on Armed Services of the Senate and
the House of Representatives a report on the
pilot program, including the following:

(i) A description of the pilot program.
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(ii) The provisions, if any, of chapter 147 of
title 10, United States Code, that will be waived
in the conduct of the pilot program.

(B) FINAL REPORTS.—Not later than 90 days
after the date of the completion of any pilot pro-
gram under this subsection or the date of the
commencement of an extension of a pilot pro-
gram under paragraph (4), the Secretary shall
submit to the Committees on Armed Services of
the Senate and the House of Representatives a
report on the pilot program, including the fol-
lowing:

(i) A description and assessment of the pilot
program.

(ii) Such recommendations for administrative
or legislative action as the Secretary considers
appropriate in light of the pilot program.

SEC. 652. COMPTROLLER GENERAL OF THE
UNITED STATES REPORT ON THE
COMMISSARY SURCHARGE, NON-AP-
PROPRIATED FUND, AND PRIVATELY-
FINANCED MAJOR CONSTRUCTION
PROGRAM.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act, the
Comptroller General of the United States shall
submit to the Committees on Armed Services of
the Senate and the House of Representatives a
report on the Commissary Surcharge, Non-ap-
propriated Fund and Privately-Financed Major
Construction Program of the Department of De-
fense.

(b) ELEMENTS.—The report under subsection
(a) shall include the following:

(1) An assessment whether the Secretary of
Defense has established policies and procedures
to ensure the timely submittal to the committees
of Congress referred to in subsection (a) of no-
tice on construction projects proposed to be
funded through the program referred to in that
subsection.

(2) An assessment whether the Secretaries of
the military departments have developed and
implemented policies and procedures to comply
with the policies and directives of the Depart-
ment of Defense for the submittal to such com-
mittees of Congress of notice on such construc-
tion projects.

(3) An assessment whether the Secretary of
Defense has established policies and procedures
to notify such committees of Congress when
such construction projects have been commenced
without notice to Congress.

(4) An assessment whether construction
projects described in paragraph (3) have been
completed before submittal of notice to Congress
as described in that paragraph and, if so, a list
of such projects.

Subtitle F—Other Matters

SEC. 661. IMPROVEMENT OF FINANCIAL LIT-
ERACY AND PREPAREDNESS OF
MEMBERS OF THE ARMED FORCES.

(a) SENSE OF CONGRESS ON FINANCIAL LIT-
ERACY AND PREPAREDNESS OF MEMBERS.—It is
the sense of Congress that—

(1) the Secretary of Defense should strengthen
arrangements with other departments and agen-
cies of the Federal Government and nonprofit
organizations in order to improve the financial
literacy and preparedness of members of the
Armed Forces; and

(2) the Secretaries of the military departments
and the Chiefs of Staff of the Armed Forces
should provide support for the financial literacy
and preparedness training carried out under
section 992 of title 10, United States Code, as
amended by subsections (b), (c), and (d).

(b) PROVISION OF FINANCIAL LITERACY AND
PREPAREDNESS TRAINING.—Subsection (a) of sec-
tion 992 of title 10, United States Code, is
amended—

(1) in the subsection heading, by striking
“CONSUMER EDUCATION’’ and inserting ‘‘FINAN-
CIAL LITERACY TRAINING’’;

(2) in paragraph (1), by striking ‘“‘education”
in the matter preceding subparagraph (4) and
inserting ‘‘financial literacy training’’;

(3) by striking paragraph (2) and inserting the
following new paragraph:
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“(2) Training under this subsection shall be
provided to a member of the armed forces—

‘“(A) as a component of the initial entry train-
ing of the member;

‘““(B) upon arrival at the first duty station of
the member;

“(C) upon arrival at each subsequent duty
station, in the case of a member in pay grade E—
4 or below or in pay grade O-3 or below;

‘(D) on the date of promotion of the member,
in the case of a member in pay grade E-5 or
below or in pay grade O—4 or below;

“(E) when the member vests in the Thrift Sav-
ings Plan (TSP) under section 8432(g9)(2)(C) of
title 5;

‘“(F) when the member becomes entitled to re-
ceive continuation pay under section 356 of title
37, at which time the training shall include, at
a minimum, information on options available to
the member regarding the use of continuation
pay;

‘“(G) at each major life event during the serv-
ice of the member, such as—

“(i) marriage;

““(ii) divorce;

‘‘(iii) birth of first child; or

“‘(iv) disabling sickness or condition;

‘““(H) during leadership training;

‘“(I) during pre-deployment training and dur-
ing post-deployment training;

“(J) at transition points in the service of the
member, such as—

‘(i) transition from a regular component to a
reserve component;

‘“(ii) separation from service; or

““(iii) retirement; and

‘““(K) as a component of periodically recurring
required training that is provided to the member
at a military installation.’’;

(4) in paragraph (3), by striking ‘‘paragraph
(2)(B)’’ and inserting ‘‘paragraph (2)(J)’; and

(5) by adding at the end the following new
paragraph:

‘““(4) The Secretary concerned shall prescribe
regulations setting forth any other events and
circumstances (in addition to the events and cir-
cumstances described in paragraph (2)) upon
which the training required by this subsection
shall be provided.’’.

(c) SURVEY OF MEMBERS’ FINANCIAL LITERACY
AND PREPAREDNESS.—Such section is further
amended—

(1) by redesignating subsection (d) as sub-
section (e); and

(2) by inserting after subsection (c) the fol-
lowing new subsection (d):

“(d) FINANCIAL LITERACY AND PREPAREDNESS
SURVEY.—(1) The Director of the Defense Man-
power Data Center shall annually include in
the status of forces survey a survey of the status
of the financial literacy and preparedness of
members of the armed forces.

‘““(2) The results of the annual financial lit-
eracy and preparedness Survey—

‘““(A) shall be used by each of the Secretaries
concerned as a benchmark to evaluate and up-
date training provided under this section; and

‘““(B) shall be submitted to the Committees on
Armed Services of the Senate and the House of
Representatives.”.

(d) FINANCIAL SERVICES DEFINED.—Subsection
(e) of such section, as redesignated by sub-
section (c)(1) of this section, is amended by add-
ing at the end the following new paragraph:

‘““(4) Health insurance, budget management,
Thrift Savings Plan (TSP), retirement lump sum
payments (including rollover options and tar
consequences), and Survivor Benefit Plan
(SBP).”.

(e) CLERICAL AMENDMENTS.—

(1) SECTION HEADING .—The heading of such
section is amended to read as follows:

“§992. Financial literacy training: financial
services”.

(2) TABLE OF SECTIONS.—The table of sections
at the beginning of chapter 50 of such title is
amended by striking the item related to section
992 and inserting the following new item:
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“992. Financial literacy training: financial serv-
ices.”.

(f) IMPLEMENTATIONS.—Not later than sic
months after the date of the enactment of this
Act, the Secretary of the military department
concerned and the Secretary of the Department
in which the Coast Guard is operating shall
commence providing financial literacy training
under section 992 of title 10, United States Code,
as amended by subsections (b), (c), and (d) of
this section, to members of the Armed Forces.
SEC. 662. RECORDATION OF OBLIGATIONS FOR

INSTALLMENT PAYMENTS OF INCEN-
TIVE PAYS, ALLOWANCES, AND SIMI-
LAR BENEFITS WHEN PAYMENT IS
DUE.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Chapter 19 of title 37,
United States Code, is amended by adding at the
end the following new section:

“§1015. Recordation of installment payment
obligations for incentive pays and similar
benefits

‘““(a) IN GENERAL.—In the case of any pay, al-
lowance, bonus, or other benefit described in
subsection (b) that is paid to a member of the
uniformed services on an installment basis, each
installment payment shall be charged to appro-
priations that are available for obligation at the
time such payment is payable.

‘““(b) COVERED PAY AND BENEFITS.—Subsection
(a) applies to any incentive pay, special pay, or
bonus, or similar periodic payment of pay or al-
lowances, or of educational benefits or stipends,
that is paid to a member of the uniformed serv-
ices under this title or title 10.”".

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of sec-
tions at the beginning of chapter 19 of such title
is amended by adding at the end the following
new item:

““1015. Recordation of installment payment obli-
gations for incentive pays and
similar benefits.”’.

TITLE VII—HEALTH CARE PROVISIONS

Subtitle A—TRICARE and Other Health Care
Benefits

Access to TRICARE Prime for certain
beneficiaries.

Modifications of cost-sharing for the
TRICARE pharmacy benefits pro-
gram.

Ezxpansion of continued health bene-
fits coverage to include dis-
charged and released members of
the Selected Reserve.

Access to health care under
TRICARE program for
ficiaries of TRICARE Prime.

Ezxpansion of reimbursement for smok-
ing cessation services for certain
TRICARE beneficiaries.

Subtitle B—Health Care Administration

Sec. 711. Waiver of recoupment of erroneous
payments caused by administra-
tive error under the TRICARE
program.

Publication of data on patient safety,
quality of care, satisfaction, and
health outcome measures under
the TRICARE program.

Ezxpansion of evaluation of effective-
ness of the TRICARE program to
include information on patient
safety, quality of care, and access
to care at military medical treat-
ment facilities.

Portability of health plans under the
TRICARE program.

Joint uniform formulary for transition
of care.

Licensure of mental health profes-
sionals in TRICARE program.
Designation of certain mnon-Depart-
ment mental health care providers
with knowledge relating to treat-
ment of members of the Armed

Forces.

Sec. 701.

Sec. 702.

Sec. 703.

704. the

bene-

Sec.

Sec. 705.

Sec. 712.

Sec. 713.

Sec. 714.

Sec. 715.
Sec. 716.

Sec. 717.
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Sec. 718. Comprehensive standards and access
to contraception counseling for
members of the Armed Forces.

Subtitle C—Reports and Other Matters

721. Provision of transportation of depend-
ent patients relating to obstetrical
anesthesia services.

Ezxtension of authority for DOD-VA
Health Care Sharing Incentive
Fund.

Ezxtension of authority for joint De-
partment of Defense-Department
of Veterans Affairs Medical Facil-
ity Demonstration Fund.

Limitation on availability of funds for
Office of the Secretary of Defense.

Pilot program on urgent care under
TRICARE program.

Pilot program on incentive programs
to improve health care provided
under the TRICARE program.

Limitation on availability of funds for
Department of Defense Healthcare
Management Systems Moderniza-
tion.

Submittal of information to Secretary
of Veterans Affairs relating to ex-
posure to airborne hazards and
open burn pits.

Plan for development of procedures to
measure data on mental health
care provided by the Department
of Defense.

Report on plans to improve experience
with and eliminate performance
variability of health care provided
by the Department of Defense.

Comptroller General study on gam-
bling and problem gambling be-
havior among members of the
Armed Forces.

Subtitle A—TRICARE and Other Health Care

Benefits
SEC. 701. ACCESS TO TRICARE PRIME FOR CER-
TAIN BENEFICIARIES.

Section 732(c)(3) of the National Defense Au-
thorization Act for Fiscal Year 2013 (10 U.S.C.
1097a note) is amended to read as follows:

““(3) RESIDENCE AT TIME OF ELECTION.—

““(A) Except as provided by subparagraph (B),
an affected eligible beneficiary may not make
the one-time election under paragraph (1) if, at
the time of such election, the beneficiary does
not reside—

“(i) in a ZIP code that is in a region described
in subsection (d)(1)(B); and

“(it) within 100 miles of a military medical
treatment facility.

“(B) Subparagraph (A)(ii) shall not apply
with respect to an affected eligible beneficiary
who—

“(i) as of December 25, 2013, resides farther
than 100 miles from a military medical treatment
facility; and

““(ii) is such an eligible beneficiary by reason
of service in the Army, Navy, Air Force, or Ma-
rine Corps.”’.

SEC. 702. MODIFICATIONS OF COST-SHARING FOR

THE TRICARE PHARMACY BENEFITS

Sec.

Sec. 722.

Sec. 723.

Sec. 724.

Sec. 725.

Sec. 726.

Sec. 727.

Sec. 728.
729.

Sec.

Sec. 730.

Sec. 731.

PROGRAM.
(a) MODIFICATION OF COST-SHARING
AMOUNTS.—Subparagraph (4) of  section

1074g(a)(6) of title 10, United States Code, is
amended—

(1) in clause (i)—

(4) in subclause (1), by striking “$8”° and in-
serting ““‘$10”’; and

(B) in subclause (II), by striking ‘320"’ and
inserting “‘$24”’; and

(2) in clause (ii)—

(4) in subclause (II), by striking ‘316"’ and
inserting “°$20’; and

(B) in subclause (III), by striking $46”° and
inserting ‘‘$49”°.

(b) MODIFICATION OF COLA INCREASE.—Sub-
paragraph (C) of such section is amended—

(1) in clause (i), by striking ‘‘Beginning Octo-
ber 1, 2013, and inserting ‘‘Beginning October
1, 2016,”’; and
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(2) by striking clause (ii) and inserting the fol-
lowing new clause (ii):

‘(i) The amount of the increase otherwise
provided for a year by clause (i) shall be com-
puted as follows:

‘(1) If the amount of the increase is equal to
or greater than 50 cents, the amount of the in-
crease shall be rounded to the mearest multiple
of 1.

‘“(11) If the amount of the increase is less than
50 cents, the increase shall not be made for such
year, but shall be carried over to, and accumu-
lated with, the amount of the increase for the
subsequent year or years and made when the
aggregate amount of increases under this clause
for a year is equal to or greater than 50 cents.”.
SEC. 703. EXPANSION OF CONTINUED HEALTH

BENEFITS COVERAGE TO INCLUDE
DISCHARGED AND RELEASED MEM-
BERS OF THE SELECTED RESERVE.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subsection (b) of section
1078a of title 10, United States Code, is amend-
ed—

(1) by redesignating paragraphs (2) through
(4) as paragraphs (3) through (5), respectively;
and

(2) by inserting after paragraph (1) the fol-
lowing new paragraph (2):

“(2) A member of the Selected Reserve of the
Ready Reserve of a reserve component of the
armed forces who—

““(A) is discharged or released from service in
the Selected Reserve, whether voluntarily or in-
voluntarily, under other than adverse condi-
tions, as characterized by the Secretary con-
cerned;

‘““(B) immediately preceding that discharge or
release, is enrolled in TRICARE Reserve Select;
and

“(C) after that discharge or release, would not
otherwise be eligible for any benefits under this
chapter.”’.

(b) NOTIFICATION OF ELIGIBILITY.—Subsection
(c)(2) of such section is amended by inserting
“‘or subsection (b)(2)”’ after ‘‘subsection (b)(1)”.

(c) ELECTION OF COVERAGE.—Subsection (d) of
such section is amended—

(1) by redesignating paragraphs (2) through
(4) as paragraphs (3) through (5), respectively;
and

(2) by inserting after paragraph (1) the fol-
lowing new paragraph (2):

““(2) In the case of a member described in sub-
section (b)(2), the written election shall be sub-
mitted to the Secretary concerned before the end
of the 60-day period beginning on the later of—

‘““(A) the date of the discharge or release of the
member from service in the Selected Reserve; and

‘““(B) the date the member receives the notifi-
cation required pursuant to subsection (c).”.

(d) COVERAGE OF DEPENDENTS.—Subsection
(e) of such section is amended by inserting ‘‘or
subsection (b)(2)”’ after “‘subsection (b)(1)”’.

(e) PERIOD OF CONTINUED COVERAGE.—Sub-
section (g)(1) of such section is amended—

(1) by redesignating subparagraphs (B)
through (D) as subparagraphs (C) through (E);
and

(2) by inserting after subparagraph (A) the
following new subparagraph (B):

‘““(B) in the case of a member described in sub-
section (b)(2), the date which is 18 months after
the date the member ceases to be eligible to en-
roll in TRICARE Reserve Select;”’.

(f) TRICARE RESERVE SELECT DEFINED.—
Such section is further amended by adding at
the end the following new subsection:

“(h) TRICARE RESERVE SELECT DEFINED.—In
this section, the term ‘TRICARE Reserve Select’
means TRICARE Standard coverage provided
under section 1076d of this title.”’.

(9) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.—Such section
is further amended—

(1) in subsection (c)—

(A4) in paragraph (3), by striking ‘‘subsection
(0)(2)”’ and inserting ‘‘subsection (b)(3)’; and

(B) in paragraph (4), by striking ‘‘subsection
(b)(3)” and inserting ‘‘subsection (b)(4)’’;
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(2) in subsection (d)—

(A) in paragraph (3), as redesignated by sub-
section (c)(1), by striking ‘‘subsection (b)(2)”’
and inserting ‘‘subsection (b)(3)’’;

(B) in paragraph (4), as so redesignated, by
striking ‘‘subsection (b)(3)”’ and inserting ‘‘sub-
section (b)(4)”’; and

(C) in paragraph (5), as so redesignated, by
striking ‘‘subsection (b)(4)”’ and inserting ‘‘sub-
section (b)(5)”’;

(3) in subsection (e), by striking ‘‘subsection
(b)(2) or subsection (b)(3)”’ and inserting ‘‘sub-
section (b)(3) or subsection (b)(4)”’; and

(4) in subsection (g)—

(4) in paragraph (1)—

(i) in subparagraph (C), as redesignated by
subsection (e)(1), by striking ‘‘subsection (b)(2)”’
and inserting ‘‘subsection (b)(3)’’;

(ii) in subparagraph (D), as so redesignated,
by striking ‘‘subsection (b)(3)”’ and inserting
‘“‘subsection (b)(4)”’; and

(iii) in subparagraph (E), as so redesignated,
by striking ‘‘subsection (b)(4)” and inserting
‘“‘subsection (b)(5)’;

(B) in paragraph (2)—

(i) by striking ‘‘paragraph (1)(B)’’ and insert-
ing “paragraph (1)(C)”’; and

(ii) by striking ‘‘subsection (b)(2)”’ and insert-
ing ‘‘subsection (b)(3)’’; and

(C) in paragraph (3)—

(i) by striking ‘‘paragraph (1)(C)”’ and insert-
ing ‘“‘paragraph (1)(D)’’; and

(i1) by striking ‘‘subsection (b)(3)”’ and insert-
ing ‘“‘subsection (b)(4)”.

SEC. 704. ACCESS TO HEALTH CARE UNDER THE
TRICARE PROGRAM FOR BENE-
FICIARIES OF TRICARE PRIME.

(a) ACCESS TO HEALTH CARE.—The Secretary
of Defense shall ensure that beneficiaries under
TRICARE Prime who are seeking an appoint-
ment for health care under TRICARE Prime
shall obtain such an appointment within the
health care access standards established under
subsection (b), including through the use of
health care providers in the preferred provider
network of TRICARE Prime.

(b) STANDARDS FOR ACCESS TO CARE.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days after
the date of the enactment of this Act, the Sec-
retary shall establish health care access stand-
ards for the receipt of health care under
TRICARE Prime, whether received at military
medical treatment facilities or from health care
providers in the preferred provider network of
TRICARE Prime.

(2) CATEGORIES OF CARE.—The health care ac-
cess standards established under paragraph (1)
shall include standards with respect to the fol-
lowing categories of health care:

(A) Primary care, including pediatric care,
maternity care, gynecological care, and other
subcategories of primary care.

(B) Specialty care, including behavioral
health care and other subcategories of specialty
care.

(3) MODIFICATIONS.—The Secretary may mod-
ify the health care access standards established
under paragraph (1) whenever the Secretary
considers the modification of such standards ap-
propriate.

(4) PUBLICATION.—The Secretary shall publish
the health care access standards established
under paragraph (1), and any modifications to
such standards, in the Federal Register and on
a publicly accessible Internet website of the De-
partment of Defense.

(c) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) TRICARE PRIME.—The term “TRICARE
Prime’” means the managed care option of the
TRICARE program.

2) TRICARE PROGRAM.—The term
“TRICARE program’ has the meaning given
that term in section 1072(7) of title 10, United
States Code.

SEC. 705. EXPANSION OF REIMBURSEMENT FOR
SMOKING CESSATION SERVICES FOR
CERTAIN TRICARE BENEFICIARIES.

Section 713(f) of the Duncan Hunter National

Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2009
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(Public Law 110-417; 122 Stat. 4503; 10 U.S.C.
1074 note) is amended—

(1) in paragraph (1)(A), by striking ‘‘during
fiscal year 2009°’;

(2) in paragraph (1)(B), by striking ‘‘during
such fiscal year’’; and

(3) in paragraph (2), by striking ‘‘during fiscal
year 2009 and inserting ‘‘after September 30,
2008.

Subtitle B—Health Care Administration
SEC. 711. WAIVER OF RECOUPMENT OF ERRO-
NEOUS PAYMENTS CAUSED BY AD-
MINISTRATIVE ERROR UNDER THE
TRICARE PROGRAM.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Chapter 55 of title 10,
United States Code, is amended by inserting
after section 1095f the following new section:
“§1095g. TRICARE program: waiver of

recoup t of err s ts caused

by administrative error

““(a) WAIVER OF RECOUPMENT.—The Secretary
of Defense may waive recoupment from an indi-
vidual who has benefitted from an erroneous
TRICARE payment in a case in which each of
the following applies:

‘(1) The payment was made because of an ad-
ministrative error by an employee of the Depart-
ment of Defense or a contractor under the
TRICARE program.

“(2) The individual (or in the case of a minor,
the parent or guardian of the individual) had a
good faith, reasonable belief that the individual
was entitled to the benefit of such payment
under this chapter.

“(3) The individual relied on the expectation
of such entitlement.

““(4) The Secretary determines that a waiver of
recoupment of such payment is necessary to pre-
vent an injustice.

““(b) RESPONSIBILITY OF CONTRACTOR.—In any
case in which the Secretary waives recoupment
under subsection (a) and the administrative
error was on the part of a contractor under the
TRICARE program, the Secretary shall, con-
sistent with the requirements and procedures of
the applicable contract, impose financial re-
sponsibility on the contractor for the erroneous
payment.

“(c) FINALITY OF DETERMINATIONS.—Any de-
termination by the Secretary under this section
to waive or decline to waive recoupment under
subsection (a) is a final determination and shall
not be subject to appeal or judicial review.”’.

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of sec-
tions at the beginning of chapter 55 of such title
is amended by inserting after the item relating
to section 1095f the following new item:

Y

““1095¢. TRICARE  program: waiver  of
recoupment of erroneous pay-
ments caused by administrative
error.”’.

SEC. 712. PUBLICATION OF DATA ON PATIENT

SAFETY, QUALITY OF CARE, SATIS-
FACTION, AND HEALTH OUTCOME
MEASURES UNDER THE TRICARE
PROGRAM.

Section 1073b of title 10, United States Code, is
amended by adding at the end the following:

““(c) PUBLICATION OF DATA ON PATIENT SAFE-
TY, QUALITY OF CARE, SATISFACTION, AND
HEALTH OUTCOME MEASURES.—(1) Not later
than 180 days after the date of the enactment of
the National Defense Authorization Act for Fis-
cal Year 2016, the Secretary of Defense shall
publish on a publically available Internet
website of the Department of Defense data on
all measures that the Secretary considers appro-
priate that are used by the Department to assess
patient safety, quality of care, patient satisfac-
tion, and health outcomes for health care pro-
vided under the TRICARE program at each mili-
tary medical treatment facility.

“(2) The Secretary shall publish an update to
the data published under paragraph (1) not less
frequently than once each quarter during each
fiscal year.

“(3) The Secretary may not include data re-
lating to risk management activities of the De-
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partment in any publication under paragraph
(1) or update under paragraph (2).

‘““(4) The Secretary shall ensure that the data
published under paragraph (1) and updated
under paragraph (2) is accessible to the public
through the primary Internet website of the De-
partment and the primary Internet website of
the military medical treatment facility with re-
spect to which such data applies.”’.

SEC. 713. EXPANSION OF EVALUATION OF EFFEC-
TIVENESS OF THE TRICARE PRO-
GRAM TO INCLUDE INFORMATION
ON PATIENT SAFETY, QUALITY OF
CARE, AND ACCESS TO CARE AT
MILITARY MEDICAL TREATMENT FA-
CILITIES.

Section 717(a) of the National Defense Au-
thorization Act for Fiscal Year 1996 (Public Law
104-106; 10 U.S.C. 1073 note)) is amended—

(1) in the matter preceding paragraph (1), in
the second sentence, by striking “‘address’’;

(2) in paragraph (1)—

(4) by inserting ‘“‘address’ before ‘‘the impact
of”’; and

(B) by striking ‘‘; and’ and inserting a semi-
colon;

(3) in paragraph (2), by striking the period at
the end and inserting ‘‘; and’’; and

(4) by adding at the end the following new
paragraph:

‘“(3) address patient safety, quality of care,
and access to care at military medical treatment
facilities, including—

““(A) an identification of the number of practi-
tioners providing health care in military medical
treatment facilities that were reported to the Na-
tional Practitioner Data Bank during the year
preceding the evaluation; and

‘““(B) with respect to each military medical
treatment facility, an assessment of—

‘““(i) the current accreditation status of such
facility, including any recommendations for cor-
rective action made by the relevant accrediting
body;

““(ii) any policies or procedures implemented
during such year by the Secretary of the mili-
tary department concerned that were designed
to improve patient safety, quality of care, and
access to care at such facility;

““(iii) data on surgical and maternity care out-
comes during such year;

“(iv) data on appointment wait times during
such year; and

‘“(v) data on patient safety, quality of care,
and access to care as compared to standards es-
tablished by the Department of Defense with re-
spect to patient safety, quality of care, and ac-
cess to care.”.

SEC. 714. PORTABILITY OF HEALTH PLANS
UNDER THE TRICARE PROGRAM.

(a) HEALTH PLAN PORTABILITY.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Defense
shall ensure that covered beneficiaries under the
TRICARE program who are covered under a
health plan under such program are able to
seamlessly access health care under such health
plan in each TRICARE program region.

(2) REGULATIONS.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act, the
Secretary shall prescribe regulations to carry
out paragraph (1).

(b) MECHANISMS TO ENSURE PORTABILITY.—In
carrying out subsection (a), the Secretary
shall—

(1) establish a process for electronic notifica-
tion of contractors responsible for administering
the TRICARE program in each TRICARE region
when any covered beneficiary intends to relo-
cate between such regions;

(2) provide for the automatic electronic trans-
fer between such contractors of information re-
lating to covered beneficiaries who are relo-
cating between such regions, including demo-
graphic, enrollment, and claims information;
and

(3) ensure each such covered beneficiary is
able to obtain a new primary health care pro-
vider within ten days of—
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(4) arriving at the location to which the cov-
ered beneficiary has relocated; and

(B) initiating a request for a new primary
health care provider.

(c) PUBLICATION.—The Secretary shall—

(1) publish information on any modifications
made pursuant to subsection (a) with respect to
the ability of covered beneficiaries under the
TRICARE program who are covered under a
health plan wunder such program to access
health care in each TRICARE region on the pri-
mary Internet website of the Department that is
available to the public; and

(2) ensure that such information is made
available on the primary Internet website that is
available to the public of each current con-
tractor responsible for administering the
TRICARE program.

(d) DEFINITIONS.—In this section, the terms
“‘covered beneficiary” and ‘“‘TRICARE pro-
gram’ have the meaning given such terms in
section 1072 of title 10, United States Code.

SEC. 715. JOINT UNIFORM FORMULARY FOR
TRANSITION OF CARE.

(a) JOINT FORMULARY.—Not later than June 1,
2016, the Secretary of Defense and the Secretary
of Veterans Affairs shall jointly establish a joint
uniform formulary for the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs and the Department of Defense
with respect to pharmaceutical agents that are
critical for the transition of an individual from
receiving treatment furnished by the Secretary
of Defense to treatment furnished by the Sec-
retary of Veterans Affairs.

(b) SELECTION.—The Secretaries shall select
for inclusion on the joint uniform formulary es-
tablished under subsection (a) pharmaceutical
agents relating to—

(1) the control of pain, sleep disorders, and
psychiatric conditions, including post-traumatic
stress disorder; and

(2) any other conditions determined appro-
priate by the Secretaries.

(c) REPORT.—Not later than July 1, 2016, the
Secretaries shall jointly submit to the appro-
priate congressional committees a report on the
joint uniform formulary established under sub-
section (a), including a list of the pharma-
ceutical agents selected for inclusion on the for-
mulary.

(d) CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in this section
shall be construed to prohibit the Secretary of
Defense and the Secretary of Veterans Affairs
from each maintaining the respective uniform
formularies of the Department of the Secretary.

(e) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) The term ‘“‘appropriate congressional com-
mittees’” means—

(A) the congressional defense committees; and

(B) the Committees on Veterans’ Affairs of the
House of Representatives and the Senate.

(2) The term “‘pharmaceutical agent’ has the
meaning given that term in section 10749(g) of
title 10, United States Code.

(f) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—Section
1074g9(a)(2)(A) of title 10, United States Code, is
amended by adding at the end the following
new sentence: ‘“‘With respect to members of the
uniformed services, such uniform formulary
shall include pharmaceutical agents on the joint
uniform formulary established under section 715
of the National Defense Authorization Act for
Fiscal Year 2016.”.

SEC. 716. LICENSURE OF MENTAL HEALTH PRO-
FESSIONALS IN TRICARE PROGRAM.

(a) QUALIFICATIONS FOR TRICARE CERTIFIED
MENTAL HEALTH COUNSELORS DURING TRANSI-
TION PERIOD.—During the period preceding Jan-
uary 1, 2021, for purposes of determining wheth-
er a mental health care professional is eligible
for reimbursement under the TRICARE program
as a TRICARE certified mental health coun-
selor, an individual who holds a masters degree
or doctoral degree in counseling from a program
that is accredited by a covered institution shall
be treated as holding such degree from a mental
health counseling program or clinical mental
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health counseling program that is accredited by

the Council for Accreditation of Counseling and

Related Educational Programs.

(b) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) The term ‘“‘covered institution’’ means any
of the following:

(A) The Accrediting Commission for Commu-
nity and Junior Colleges Western Association of
Schools and Colleges (ACCJC-WASC).

(B) The Higher Learning Commission (HLC).

(C) The Middle States Commission on Higher
Education (MSCHE).

(D) The New England Association of Schools
and Colleges Commission on Institutions of
Higher Education (NEASC-CIHE).

(E) The Southern Association of Colleges and
Schools (SACS) Commission on Colleges.

(F) The WASC Senior College and University
Commission (WASC-SCUC).

(G) The Accrediting Bureau of Health Edu-
cation Schools (ABHES).

(H) The Accrediting Commission of Career
Schools and Colleges (ACCSC).

(I) The Accrediting Council for Independent
Colleges and Schools (ACICS).

(J) The Distance Education Accreditation
Commission (DEAC).

(2) The term “TRICARE program’ has the
meaning given that term in section 1072 of title
10, United States Code.

SEC. 717. DESIGNATION OF CERTAIN NON-DE-
PARTMENT MENTAL HEALTH CARE
PROVIDERS WITH KNOWLEDGE RE-
LATING TO TREATMENT OF MEM-
BERS OF THE ARMED FORCES.

(a) MENTAL HEALTH PROVIDER READINESS
DESIGNATION.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than one year after
the date of the enactment of this Act, the Sec-
retary of Defense shall develop a system by
which any non-Department mental health care
provider that meets eligibility criteria estab-
lished by the Secretary relating to the knowl-
edge described in paragraph (2) receives a men-
tal health provider readiness designation from
the Department of Defense.

(2) KNOWLEDGE DESCRIBED.—The knowledge
described in this paragraph is the following:

(A) Knowledge and understanding with re-
spect to the culture of members of the Armed
Forces and family members and caregivers of
members of the Armed Forces.

(B) Knowledge with respect to evidence-based
treatments that have been approved by the De-
partment for the treatment of mental health
issues among members of the Armed Forces.

(b) AVAILABILITY OF INFORMATION ON DES-
IGNATION.—

(1) REGISTRY.—The Secretary of Defense shall
establish and update as necessary a publically
available registry of all non-Department mental
health care providers that are currently des-
ignated under subsection (a)(1).

(2) PROVIDER LIST.—The Secretary shall up-
date all lists maintained by the Secretary of
non-Department mental health care providers
that provide mental health care under the laws
administered by the Secretary by indicating the
providers that are currently designated under
subsection (a)(1).

(¢c) NON-DEPARTMENT MENTAL HEALTH CARE
PROVIDER DEFINED.—In this section, the term
“non-Department mental health care pro-
vider”’—

(1) means a health care provider who—

(A) specializes in mental health;

(B) is mot a health care provider of the De-
partment of Defense at a facility of the Depart-
ment; and

(C) provides health care to members of the
Armed Forces; and

(2) includes psychiatrists, psychologists, psy-
chiatric nurses, social workers, mental health
counselors, marriage and family therapists, and
other mental health care providers designated
by the Secretary of Defense.

SEC. 718. COMPREHENSIVE STANDARDS AND AC-
CESS TO CONTRACEPTION COUN-
SELING FOR MEMBERS OF THE
ARMED FORCES.

(a) CLINICAL PRACTICE GUIDELINES.—
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(1) ESTABLISHMENT.—Not later than one year
after the date of the enactment of this Act, the
Secretary of Defense shall establish clinical
practice guidelines for health care providers em-
ployed by the Department of Defense on stand-
ards of care with respect to methods of contra-
ception and counseling on methods of contra-
ception for members of the Armed Forces.

(2) UPDATES.—The Secretary shall from time
to time update the clinical practice guidelines
established under paragraph (1) to incorporate
into such guidelines new or updated standards
of care with respect to methods of contraception
and counseling on methods of contraception.

(b) DISSEMINATION.—

(1) INITIAL DISSEMINATION.—AS SO0 as prac-
ticable, but commencing not later than one year
after the date of the enactment of this Act, the
Secretary shall provide for rapid dissemination
of the clinical practice guidelines to health care
providers described in subsection (a)(1).

(2) DISSEMINATION OF UPDATES.—AS Soon as
practicable after each update to the clinical
practice guidelines made by the Secretary pur-
suant to paragraph (2) of subsection (a), the
Secretary shall provide for the rapid dissemina-
tion of such updated clinical practice guidelines
to health care providers described in paragraph
(1) of such subsection.

(3) PROTOCOLS.—The Secretary shall dissemi-
nate the clinical practice guidelines under para-
graph (1) and any updates to such guidelines
under paragraph (2) in accordance with admin-
istrative protocols developed by the Secretary
for such purpose.

(c) ACCESS TO CONTRACEPTION COUNSELING.—
As soon as practicable after the date of the en-
actment of this Act, the Secretary shall ensure
that women members of the Armed Forces have
access to comprehensive counseling on the full
range of methods of contraception provided by
health care providers described in subsection
(a)(1) during health care visits, including visits
as follows:

(1) During predeployment health care visits,
including counseling that provides specific in-
formation women need regarding the interaction
between anticipated deployment conditions and
various methods of contraception.

(2) During health care visits during deploy-
ment.

(3) During annual physical examinations.
Subtitle C—Reports and Other Matters
SEC. 721. PROVISION OF TRANSPORTATION OF
DEPENDENT PATIENTS RELATING
TO OBSTETRICAL ANESTHESIA SERV-

ICES.

Section 1040(a)(2) of title 10, United States
Code, is amended by striking subparagraph (F).
SEC. 722. EXTENSION OF AUTHORITY FOR DOD-

VA HEALTH CARE SHARING INCEN-
TIVE FUND.

Section 8111(d)(3) of title 38, United States
Code, is amended by striking ‘‘September 30,
2015 and inserting ‘‘September 30, 2020°°.

SEC. 723. EXTENSION OF AUTHORITY FOR JOINT
DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE-DEPART-
MENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS MED-
ICAL FACILITY DEMONSTRATION
FUND.

Section 1704(e) of the National Defense Au-
thorization Act for Fiscal Year 2010 (Public Law
111-84; 123 Stat. 2573), as amended by section
722 of the Carl Levin and Howard P. ‘“‘Buck”
McKeon National Defense Authorization Act for
Fiscal Year 2015 (Public Law 113-291), is further
amended by striking ‘‘September 30, 2016 and
inserting ‘‘September 30, 2017"°.

SEC. 724. LIMITATION ON AVAILABILITY OF
FUNDS FOR OFFICE OF THE SEC-
RETARY OF DEFENSE.

Of the funds authorized to be appropriated by
this Act or otherwise made available for fiscal
year 2016 for the Office of the Secretary of De-
fense, not more than 75 percent may be obli-
gated or expended until the date on which the
Secretary of Defense submits to the congres-
sional defense committees the report required by
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section 713(a)(2) of the Carl Levin and Howard

P. “Buck’ McKeon National Defense Author-

ization Act for Fiscal Year 2015 (Public Law

113-291; 128 Stat. 3414).

SEC. 725. PILOT PROGRAM ON URGENT
UNDER TRICARE PROGRAM.

(a) PILOT PROGRAM.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Commencing not later than
180 days after the date of the enactment of this
Act, the Secretary of Defense shall carry out a
pilot program to allow a covered beneficiary
under the TRICARE program access to urgent
care visits without the need for preauthorization
for such visits.

(2) DURATION.—The Secretary shall carry out
the pilot program for a period of three years.

(3) INCORPORATION OF NURSE ADVICE LINE.—
The Secretary shall incorporate the nurse advise
line of the Department into the pilot program to
direct covered beneficiaries seeking access to
care to the source of the most appropriate level
of health care required to treat the medical con-
ditions of the beneficiaries, including urgent
care under the pilot program.

(b) PUBLICATION.—The Secretary shall—

(1) publish information on the pilot program
under subsection (a) for the receipt of urgent
care under the TRICARE program—

(A) on the primary publically available Inter-
net website of the Department; and

(B) on the primary publically available Inter-
net website of each military medical treatment
facility; and

(2) ensure that such information is made
available on the primary publically available
Internet website of each current managed care
contractor that has established a health care
provider network under the TRICARE program.

(c) REPORTS.—

(1) FIRST REPORT.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than one year
after the date on which the pilot program under
subsection (a) commences, the Secretary shall
submit to the Committees on Armed Services of
the House of Representatives and the Senate a
report on the pilot program.

(B) ELEMENTS.—The report under subpara-
graph (1) shall include the following:

(i) An analysis of urgent care use by covered
beneficiaries in military medical treatment fa-
cilities and the TRICARE purchased care pro-
vider network.

(ii) A comparison of urgent care use by cov-
ered beneficiaries to the use by covered bene-
ficiaries of emergency departments in military
medical treatment facilities and the TRICARE
purchased care provider network, including an
analysis of whether the pilot program decreases
the inappropriate use of medical care in emer-
gency departments.

(iti)) A determination of the extent to which
the nurse advice line of the Department affected
both urgent care and emergency department use
by covered beneficiaries in military medical
treatment facilities and the TRICARE pur-
chased care provider network.

(iv) An analysis of any cost savings to the De-
partment realized through the pilot program.

(v) A determination of the optimum number of
urgent care visits available to covered bene-
ficiaries without preauthorization.

(vi) An analysis of the satisfaction of covered
beneficiaries with the pilot program.

(2) SECOND REPORT.—Not later than two years
after the date on which the pilot program com-
mences, the Secretary shall submit to the com-
mittees specified in paragraph (1)(A) an update
to the report required by such paragraph, in-
cluding any recommendations of the Secretary
with respect to extending or making permanent
the pilot program and a description of any re-
lated legislative actions that the Secretary con-
siders appropriate.

(3) FINAL REPORT.—Not later than 180 days
after the date on which the pilot program is
completed, the Secretary shall submit to the
committees specified in paragraph (1)(4) a final
report on the pilot program that updates the re-
port required by paragraph (2).

CARE
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(d) DEFINITIONS.—In this section, the terms
“‘covered beneficiary’” and “TRICARE pro-
gram’ have the meaning given such terms in
section 1072 of title 10, United States Code.

SEC. 726. PILOT PROGRAM ON INCENTIVE PRO-
GRAMS TO IMPROVE HEALTH CARE
PROVIDED UNDER THE TRICARE
PROGRAM.

(a) PILOT PROGRAM.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act, the
Secretary of Defense shall commence the con-
duct of a pilot program under section 1092 of
title 10, United States Code, to assess whether a
reduction in the rate of increase in health care
spending by the Department of Defense and an
enhancement of the operation of the military
health system may be achieved by developing
and implementing value-based incentive pro-
grams to encourage health care providers under
the TRICARE program (including physicians,
hospitals, and others involved in providing
health care to patients) to improve the fol-
lowing:

(1) The quality of health care provided to cov-
ered beneficiaries under the TRICARE program.

(2) The experience of covered beneficiaries in
receiving health care under the TRICARE pro-
gram.

(3) The health of covered beneficiaries.

(b) INCENTIVE PROGRAMS.—

(1) DEVELOPMENT.—In developing an incen-
tive program under this section, the Secretary
shall—

(A) consider the characteristics of the popu-
lation of covered beneficiaries affected by the
incentive program;

(B) consider how the incentive program would
impact the receipt of health care under the
TRICARE program by such covered bene-
ficiaries;

(C) establish or maintain an assurance that
such covered beneficiaries will have timely ac-
cess to health care during operation of the in-
centive program;

(D) ensure that there are no additional finan-
cial costs to such covered beneficiaries of imple-
menting the incentive program; and

(E) consider such other factors as the Sec-
retary considers appropriate.

(2) ELEMENTS.—With respect to an incentive
program developed and implemented under this
section, the Secretary shall ensure that—

(A) the size, scope, and duration of the incen-
tive program is reasonable in relation to the
purpose of the incentive program; and

(B) appropriate criteria and data collection
are used to ensure adequate evaluation of the
feasibility and advisability of implementing the
incentive program throughout the TRICARE
program.

(3) USE OF EXISTING MODELS.—In developing
an incentive program wunder this section, the
Secretary may adapt a value-based incentive
program conducted by the Centers for Medicare
& Medicaid Services or any other governmental
or commercial health care program.

(c) TERMINATION.—The authority of the Sec-
retary to carry out the pilot program under this
section shall terminate on December 31, 2019.

(d) REPORTS.—

(1) INTERIM REPORT.—Not later than one year
after the date of the enactment of this Act, and
not less frequently than once each year there-
after until the termination of the pilot program,
the Secretary shall submit to the congressional
defense committees a report on the pilot pro-
gram.

(2) FINAL REPORT.—Not later than September
30, 2019, the Secretary shall submit to the con-
gressional defense committees a final report on
the pilot program.

(3) ELEMENTS.—Each report submitted under
paragraph (1) or paragraph (2) shall include the
following:

(A) An assessment of each incentive program
developed and implemented under this section,
including whether such incentive program—

(i) improves the quality of health care pro-
vided to covered beneficiaries, the experience of
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covered beneficiaries in receiving health care
under the TRICARE program, or the health of
covered beneficiaries;

(ii) reduces the rate of increase in health care
spending by the Department of Defense; or

(iii) enhances the operation of the military
health system.

(B) Such recommendations for administrative
or legislative action as the Secretary considers
appropriate in light of the pilot program, in-
cluding to implement any such incentive pro-
gram or programs throughout the TRICARE
program.

(e) DEFINITIONS.—In this section, the terms
‘“‘covered beneficiary” and “TRICARE pro-
gram’’ have the meanings given those terms in
section 1072 of title 10, United States Code.

SEC. 727. LIMITATION ON AVAILABILITY OF
FUNDS FOR DEPARTMENT OF DE-
FENSE HEALTHCARE MANAGEMENT
SYSTEMS MODERNIZATION.

Of the funds authorized to be appropriated by
this Act or otherwise made available for fiscal
year 2016 for the Department of Defense
Healthcare Management Systems Moderniza-
tion, not more than 75 percent may be obligated
or expended until the date on which the Sec-
retary of Defense makes the certification re-
quired by section 713(g9)(2) of the National De-
fense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2014
(Public Law 113-66; 10 U.S.C. 1071 note).

SEC. 728. SUBMITTAL OF INFORMATION TO SEC-
RETARY OF VETERANS AFFAIRS RE-
LATING TO EXPOSURE TO AIRBORNE
HAZARDS AND OPEN BURN PITS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act, and
periodically thereafter, the Secretary of Defense
shall submit to the Secretary of Veterans Affairs
such information in the possession of the Sec-
retary of Defense as the Secretary of Veterans
Affairs considers necessary to supplement and
Support—

(1) the development of information to be in-
cluded in the Airborne Hazards and Open Burn
Pit Registry established by the Department of
Veterans Affairs under section 201 of the Dig-
nified Burial and Other Veterans’ Benefits Im-
provement Act of 2012 (Public Law 112-260; 38
U.S.C. 527 note); and

(2) research and development activities con-
ducted by the Department of Veterans Affairs to
explore the potential health risks of exposure by
members of the Armed Forces to environmental
factors in Iraq and Afghanistan, in particular
the connection of such exposure to respiratory
illnesses such as chronic cough, chronic obstruc-
tive pulmonary disease, constrictive
bronchiolitis, and pulmonary fibrosis.

(b) INCLUSION OF CERTAIN INFORMATION.—The
Secretary of Defense shall include in the infor-
mation submitted to the Secretary of Veterans
Affairs under subsection (a) information on any
research and surveillance efforts conducted by
the Department of Defense to evaluate the inci-
dence and prevalence of respiratory illnesses
among members of the Armed Forces who were
exposed to open burn pits while deployed over-
seas.

SEC. 729. PLAN FOR DEVELOPMENT OF PROCE-
DURES TO MEASURE DATA ON MEN-
TAL HEALTH CARE PROVIDED BY
THE DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE.

Not later than 180 days after the date of the
enactment of this Act, the Secretary of Defense
shall submit to the Committees on Armed Serv-
ices of the Senate and the House of Representa-
tives a plan for the Department of Defense to
develop procedures to compile and assess data
relating to the following:

(1) Outcomes for mental health care provided
by the Department.

(2) Variations in such outcomes among dif-
ferent medical facilities of the Department.

(3) Barriers, if any, to the implementation by
mental health care providers of the Department
of the clinical practice guidelines and other evi-
dence-based treatments and approaches rec-
ommended for such providers by the Secretary.
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SEC. 730. REPORT ON PLANS TO IMPROVE EXPE-
RIENCE WITH AND ELIMINATE PER-
FORMANCE VARIABILITY OF HEALTH
CARE PROVIDED BY THE DEPART-
MENT OF DEFENSE.

(a) COMPREHENSIVE REPORT.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days after
the date of the enactment of this Act, the Sec-
retary of Defense shall submit to the Committees
on Armed Services of the Senate and the House
of Representatives a comprehensive report set-
ting forth the current and future plans of the
Secretary, with estimated dates of completion, to
carry out the following:

(A) To improve the experience of beneficiaries
with health care provided in military medical
treatment facilities and through purchased care.

(B) To eliminate performance variability with
respect to the provision of such health care.

(2) ELEMENTS.—The comprehensive report
under paragraph (1) shall include the plans of
the Secretary of Defense, in consultation with
the Secretaries of the military departments, as
follows:

(A) To align performance measures for health
care provided in military medical treatment fa-
cilities with performance measures for health
care provided through purchased care.

(B) To improve performance in the provision
of health care by the Department of Defense by
eliminating performance variability with respect
to the provision of health care in military med-
ical treatment facilities and through purchased
care.

(C) To use innovative, high-technology serv-
ices to improve access to care, coordination of
care, and the experience of care in military med-
ical treatment facilities and through purchased
care.

(D) To collect and analyze data throughout
the Department with respect to health care pro-
vided in military medical treatment facilities
and through purchased care to improve the
quality of such care, patient safety, and patient
satisfaction.

(E) To develop a performance management
system, including by adoption of common meas-
ures for access to care, quality of care, safety,
and patient satisfaction, that holds medical
leadership throughout the Department account-
able for sustained improvement of performance.

(F) To use such other methods as the Sec-
retary considers appropriate to improve the ex-
perience of beneficiaries with and eliminate per-
formance variability with respect to health care
received from the Department.

(b) COMPTROLLER GENERAL REPORT.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days after
the submission of the comprehensive report re-
quired by subsection (a)(1), the Comptroller
General of the United States shall submit to the
Committees on Armed Services of the Senate and
the House of Representatives a report on the
plans of the Secretary of Defense set forth in the
comprehensive report submitted under such sub-
section.

(2) ELEMENTS.—The report under paragraph
(1) shall include the following:

(A) An assessment of whether the plans in-
cluded in the comprehensive report submitted
under subsection (a) will, with respect to mem-
bers of the Armed Forces and covered bene-
ficiaries under the TRICARE program—

(i) improve health outcomes;

(ii) create consistent health value; and

(iii) ensure that such individuals receive qual-
ity health care in all military medical treatment
facilities and through purchased care.

(B) An assessment of whether such plans can
be achieved within the estimated dates of com-
pletion set forth by the Department under such
subsection.

(C) An assessment of whether any such plan
would require legislation for the implementation
of such plan.

(D) An assessment of whether the Department
of Defense has adequately budgeted amounts to
fund the carrying out of such plans.
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(E) Metrics that can be used to evaluate the
performance of such plans.

(c) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) The term ‘‘purchased care’’ means health
care provided pursuant to a contract entered
into under the TRICARE program.

(2) The terms ‘‘covered beneficiary’” and
“TRICARE program’ have the meaning given
such terms in section 1072 of title 10, United
States Code.

SEC. 731. COMPTROLLER GENERAL STUDY ON

GAMBLING AND PROBLEM GAM-
BLING BEHAVIOR AMONG MEMBERS
OF THE ARMED FORCES.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Comptroller General of
the United States shall conduct a study on gam-
bling among members of the Armed Forces.

(b) MATTERS INCLUDED.—The study conducted
under subsection (a) shall include the following:

(1) With respect to gaming facilities at mili-
tary installations, disaggregated by each mili-
tary department, the number, type, and location
of such gaming facilities.

(2) An assessment of the prevalence of and
particular risks for problem gambling among
members of the Armed Forces, including such
recommendations for policies and programs to be
carried out by the Department to address prob-
lem gambling as the Comptroller General con-
siders appropriate.

(3) An assessment of the ability and capacity
of military health care personnel to adequately
diagnose and provide dedicated treatment for
problem gambling, including—

(4) a comparison of treatment programs of the
Department for alcohol abuse, illegal substance
abuse, and tobacco addiction with treatment
programs of the Department for problem gam-
bling; and

(B) an assessment of whether additional
training for military health care personnel on
providing treatment for problem gambling would
be beneficial.

(4) An assessment of the financial counseling
and related services that are available to mem-
bers of the Armed Forces and dependents of
such members who are affected by problem gam-
bling.

(c) REPORT.—Not later than one year after the
date of the enactment of this Act, the Comp-
troller General shall submit to the congressional
defense committees a report on the results of the
study conducted under subsection (a).

TITLE VIII—ACQUISITION POLICY, ACQUI-
SITION MANAGEMENT, AND RELATED
MATTERS

Subtitle A—Acquisition Policy and Management

Sec. 801. Required review of acquisition-related
functions of the Chiefs of Staff of
the Armed Forces.

Role of Chiefs of Staff in the acquisi-
tion process.

Expansion of rapid acquisition au-
thority.

Middle tier of acquisition for rapid
prototyping and rapid fielding.

Use of alternative acquisition paths to
acquire critical national security
capabilities.

Secretary of Defense waiver of acquisi-
tion laws to acquire vital national
security capabilities.

Acquisition authority of the Com-
mander of United States Cyber
Command.

Report on linking and streamlining re-
quirements, acquisition, and
budget processes within Armed
Forces.

Advisory panel on streamlining and
codifying acquisition regulations.

Review of time-based requirements
process and budgeting and acqui-
sition systems.

Subtitle B—Amendments to General Contracting
Authorities, Procedures, and Limitations
Sec. 811. Amendment relating to multiyear con-
tract authority for acquisition of

property.

Sec. 802.

Sec. 803.

Sec. 804.

Sec. 805.

Sec. 806.

Sec. 807.

Sec. 808.

Sec. 809.

Sec. 810.
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Applicability of cost and pricing data
and certification requirements.

Rights in technical data.

Procurement of supplies for experi-
mental purposes.

Amendments to other transaction au-
thority.

Amendment to acquisition threshold
for special emergency procurement
authority.

Revision of method of rounding when
making inflation adjustment of
acquisition-related dollar thresh-
olds.

Subtitle C—Provisions Related to Major Defense
Acquisition Programs

Sec. 821. Acquisition strategy required for each
major defense acquisition pro-
gram, major automated informa-
tion system, and major system.

822. Revision to requirements relating to
risk management in development
of major defense acquisition pro-
grams and major systems.

823. Revision of Milestone A decision au-
thority responsibilities for major
defense acquisition programs.

824. Revision of Milestone B decision au-
thority responsibilities for major
defense acquisition programs.

825. Designation of milestone decision au-
thority.

826. Tenure and accountability of program
managers for program definition
periods.

Tenure and accountability of program
managers for program execution
periods.

828. Penalty for cost overruns.

829. Streamlining of reporting requirements
applicable to Assistant Secretary
of Defense for Research and Engi-
neering regarding major defense
acquisition programs.

830. Configuration Steering Boards for cost
control under major defense ac-
quisition programs.

831. Repeal of requirement for stand-alone
manpower estimates for major de-
fense acquisition programs.

832. Revision to duties of the Deputy As-
sistant Secretary of Defense for
Developmental Test and Evalua-
tion and the Deputy Assistant
Secretary of Defense for Systems
Engineering.

Subtitle D—Provisions Relating to Acquisition

Workforce

Sec. 841. Amendments to Department of Defense
Acquisition Workforce Develop-
ment Fund.

842. Dual-track military professionals in
operational and acquisition speci-
alities.

843. Provision of joint duty assignment
credit for acquisition duty.

844. Mandatory requirement for training
related to the conduct of market
research.

845. Independent study of implementation
of defense acquisition workforce
improvement efforts.

Sec. 846. Extension of authority for the civilian
acquisition workforce personnel
demonstration project.

Subtitle E—Provisions Relating to Commercial
Items

Sec. 851. Procurement of commercial items.

Sec. 852. Modification to information required
to be submitted by offeror in pro-
curement of major weapon Sys-
tems as commercial items.

Sec. 853. Use of recent prices paid by the Gov-
ernment in the determination of
price reasonableness.

Sec. 812.

813.
814.

Sec.
Sec.

Sec. 815.

Sec. 816.

Sec. 817.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

827.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.
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Sec. 854. Report on defense-unique laws appli-

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.
Sec.
Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.
Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.
Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

855

856

857

cable to the procurement of com-
mercial items and commercially
available off-the-shelf items.

. Market research and preference for
commercial items.

. Limitation on conversion of procure-
ments from commercial acquisition
procedures.

. Treatment of goods and services pro-
vided by mnontraditional defense
contractors as commercial items.

Subtitle F—Industrial Base Matters

861

862.
863.

864.

865.

866.

867.
868.

869.

870.

871.

872.

873.

874.

875.

876.

881.

882.

883.
884.

885.

886.

887.

888.

889.

. Amendment to Mentor-Protege Pro-
gram.

Amendments to data quality improve-
ment plan.

Notice of contract consolidation for
acquisition strategies.

Clarification of requirements related to
small business contracts for serv-
ices.

Certification requirements for Business
Opportunity Specialists, commer-
cial market representatives, and

procurement center representa-
tives.
Modifications to requirements for

qualified HUBZone small business
concerns located in a base closure
area.

Joint venturing and teaming.

Modification to and scorecard program
for small business contracting
goals.

Establishment of an Office of Hearings
and Appeals in the Small Busi-
ness Administration; petitions for
reconsideration of size standards.

Additional duties of the Director of
Small and Disadvantaged Busi-
ness Utilication.

Including subcontracting goals
agency responsibilities.

Reporting related to failure of contrac-
tors to meet goals under mnego-
tiated comprehensive small busi-
ness subcontracting plans.

Pilot program for streamlining awards
for innovative technology
projects.

Surety bond requirements and amount
of guarantee.

Review of Government access to intel-
lectual property rights of private
sector firms.

Inclusion in annual technology and
industrial capability assessments
of a determination about defense
acquisition program requirements.

Subtitle G—Other Matters

Consideration of potential program
cost increases and schedule delays
resulting from oversight of defense
acquisition programs.

Examination and guidance relating to
oversight and approval of services
contracts.

Streamlining of requirements relating
to defense business systems.

Procurement of personal protective
equipment.

Amendments concerning detection and
avoidance of counterfeit elec-
tronic parts.

Exception for AbilityOne products
from authority to acquire goods
and services manufactured in Af-
ghanistan, Central Asian States,
and Djibouti.

Effective communication between gov-
ernment and industry.

Standards for procurement of secure
information technology and cyber
security systems.

Unified information technology serv-
ices.

in
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Sec. 890. Cloud strategy for Department of De-
fense.

Development period for Department of
Defense information technology
systems.

Revisions to pilot program on acquisi-
tion of military purpose mnon-
developmental items.

Improved auditing of contracts.

Sense of Congress on evaluation meth-
od for procurement of audit or
audit readiness services.

Mitigating potential unfair competi-
tive advantage of technical advi-
sors to acquisition programs.

Survey on the costs of regulatory com-
pliance.

Treatment of interagency and State
and local purchases when the De-
partment of Defense acts as con-
tract intermediary for the General
Services Administration.

Competition for religious services con-
tracts.

Pilot program regarding risk-based
contracting for smaller contract
actions under the Truth in Nego-
tiations Act.

Subtitle A—Acquisition Policy and
Management
801. REQUIRED REVIEW OF ACQUISITION-RE-
LATED FUNCTIONS OF THE CHIEFS
OF STAFF OF THE ARMED FORCES.

(a) REVIEW REQUIRED.—The Chief of Staff of
the Army, the Chief of Naval Operations, the
Chief of Staff of the Air Force, and the Com-
mandant of the Marine Corps shall conduct a
review of their current individual authorities
provided in sections 3033, 5033, 8033, and 5043 of
title 10, United States Code, and other relevant
statutes and regulations related to defense ac-
quisitions for the purpose of developing such
recommendations as the Chief concerned or the
Commandant considers necessary to further or
advance the role of the Chief concerned or the
Commandant in the development of require-
ments, acquisition processes, and the associated
budget practices of the Department of Defense.

(b) REPORTS.—Not later than March 1, 2016,
the Chief of Staff of the Army, the Chief of
Naval Operations, the Chief of Staff of the Air
Force, and the Commandant of the Marine
Corps shall each submit to the congressional de-
fense committees a report containing, at a min-
imum, the following:

(1) The recommendations developed by the
Chief concerned or the Commandant under sub-
section (a) and other results of the review con-
ducted under such subsection.

(2) The actions the Chief concerned or the
Commandant is taking, if any, within the
Chief’s or Commandant’s existing authority to
implement such recommendations.

SEC. 802. ROLE OF CHIEFS OF STAFF IN THE AC-

QUISITION PROCESS.

(a) CHIEFS OF STAFF AS CUSTOMER OF ACQUI-
SITION PROCESS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Chapter 149 of title 10,
United States Code, is amended by inserting
after section 2546 the following new section:
“§2546a. Customer-oriented acquisition sys-

tem

“(a) OBJECTIVE.—It shall be the objective of
the defense acquisition system to meet the needs
of its customers in the most cost-effective man-
ner practicable. The acquisition policies, direc-
tives, and regulations of the Department of De-
fense shall be modified as mecessary to ensure
the development and implementation of a cus-
tomer-oriented acquisition system.

“(b) CUSTOMER.—The customer of the defense
acquisition system is the armed force that will
have primary responsibility for fielding the sys-
tem or systems acquired. The customer is rep-
resented with regard to a major defense acquisi-
tion program by the Secretary of the military de-
partment concerned and the Chief of the armed
force concerned.

Sec. 891.

Sec. 892.

893.
894.

Sec.
Sec.

Sec. 895.

Sec. 896.

Sec. 897.

Sec. 898.

Sec. 899.
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‘““(c) ROLE OF CUSTOMER.—The customer of a
magor defense acquisition program shall be re-
sponsible for balancing resources against prior-
ities on the acquisition program and ensuring
that appropriate trade-offs are made among
cost, schedule, technical feasibility, and per-
formance on a continuing basis throughout the
life of the acquisition program.’’.

(2) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of sec-
tions at the beginning of chapter 149 of such
title is amended by inserting after the item relat-
ing to section 2546 the following new item:

““2546a. Customer-oriented acquisition system.”’.

(b) RESPONSIBILITIES OF CHIEFS.—Section
2547(a) of title 10, United States Code, is amend-
ed—

(1) by redesignating paragraphs (2) through
(6) as paragraphs (3) through (7), respectively;

(2) by inserting after paragraph (1) the fol-
lowing new paragraph:

““(2) Decisions regarding the balancing of re-
sources and priorities, and associated trade-offs
among cost, schedule, technical feasibility, and
performance on major defense acquisition pro-
grams.”’; and

(3) in paragraph (6), as redesignated by para-
graph (1) of this subsection, by striking ‘“The
development’ and inserting ‘‘The development
and management’’.

(c) RESPONSIBILITIES OF MILITARY DEPU-
TIES.—Section 908(d) of the National Defense
Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2008 (Public
Law 110-181; 10 U.S.C. 2430 note) is amended to
read as follows:

‘“(d) DUTIES OF PRINCIPAL MILITARY DEPU-
TIES.—Each Principal Military Deputy to a
service acquisition erecutive shall be responsible
for—

‘(1) keeping the Chief of Staff of the Armed
Force concerned informed of the progress of
major defense acquisition programs;

“(2) informing the Chief of Staff on a con-
tinuing basis of any developments on major de-
fense acquisition programs, which may require
new or revisited trade-offs among cost, schedule,
technical feasibility, and performance, includ-
ing—

““(A) significant cost growth or schedule slip-
page; and

““(B) requirements creep (as defined in section
2547(c)(1) of title 10, United States Code); and

“(3) ensuring that the views of the Chief of
Staff on cost, schedule, technical feasibility,
and performance trade-offs are strongly consid-
ered by program managers and program execu-
tive officers in all phases of the acquisition
process.”’.

(d) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.—

(1) JOINT REQUIREMENTS OVERSIGHT COUN-
cIL.—Section 181(d) of title 10, United States
Code, is amended by adding at the end the fol-
lowing new paragraph:

““(3) The Council shall seek, and strongly con-
sider, the views of the Chiefs of Staff of the
armed forces, in their roles as customers of the
acquisition system, on matters pertaining to
trade-offs among cost, schedule, technical feasi-
bility, and performance wunder subsection
(b)(1)(C) and the balancing of resources with
priorities pursuant to subsection (b)(3).”’.

(2) MILESTONE A DECISIONS.—The Chief of the
Armed Force concerned shall advise the mile-
stone decision authority for a major defense ac-
quisition program of the Chief’s views on cost,
schedule, technical feasibility, and performance
trade-offs that have been made with regard to
the program, as provided in section 2366a(a)(2)
of title 10, United States Code, as amended by
section 823 of this Act, prior to a Milestone A
decision on the program.

(3) MILESTONE B DECISIONS.—The Chief of the
Armed Force concerned shall advise the mile-
stone decision authority for a major defense ac-
quisition program of the Chief’s views on cost,
schedule, technical feasibility, and performance
trade-offs that have been made with regard to
the program, as provided in section 2366b(b)(3)
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of title 10, United States Code, as amended by
section 824 of this Act, prior to a Milestone B
decision on the program.

(4) DUTIES OF CHIEFS.—

(A) Section 3033(d)(5) of title 10, United States
Code, is amended by striking ‘‘section 171" and
inserting ‘‘sections 171 and 2547"".

(B) Section 5033(d)(5) of title 10, United States
Code, is amended by striking ‘‘section 171" and
inserting ‘‘sections 171 and 2547"°.

(C) Section 5043(e)(5) of title 10, United States
Code, is amended by striking ‘‘section 171" and
inserting ‘‘sections 171 and 2547,

(D) Section 8033(d)(5) of title 10, United States
Code, is amended by striking ‘‘section 171" and
inserting ‘‘sections 171 and 2547°.

SEC. 803. EXPANSION OF RAPID ACQUISITION AU-
THORITY.

Section 806(c) of the Bob Stump National De-
fense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2003
(Public Law 107-314; 10 U.S.C. 2302 note) is
amended to read as follows:

‘“‘(c) RESPONSE TO COMBAT EMERGENCIES AND
CERTAIN URGENT OPERATIONAL NEEDS.—

““(1) DETERMINATION OF NEED FOR RAPID AC-
QUISITION AND DEPLOYMENT.—(A) In the case of
any supplies and associated support services
that, as determined in writing by the Secretary
of Defense, are urgently meeded to eliminate a
documented deficiency that has resulted in com-
bat casualties, or is likely to result in combat
casualties, the Secretary may use the procedures
developed under this section in order to accom-
plish the rapid acquisition and deployment of
the needed supplies and associated support serv-
ices.

‘““(B) In the case of any supplies and associ-
ated support services that, as determined in
writing by the Secretary of Defense, are ur-
gently needed to eliminate a documented defi-
ciency that impacts an ongoing or anticipated
contingency operation and that, if left
unfulfilled, could potentially result in loss of
life or critical mission failure, the Secretary may
use the procedures developed under this section
in order to accomplish the rapid acquisition and
deployment of the needed supplies and associ-
ated support services.

“(C)(i) In the case of any supplies and associ-
ated support services that, as determined in
writing by the Secretary of Defense without del-
egation, are urgently needed to eliminate a defi-
ciency that as the result of a cyber attack has
resulted in critical mission failure, the loss of
life, property destruction, or economic effects, or
if left unfilled is likely to result in critical mis-
sion failure, the loss of life, property destruc-
tion, or economic effects, the Secretary may use
the procedures developed under this section in
order to accomplish the rapid acquisition and
deployment of the needed offensive or defensive
cyber capabilities, supplies, and associated sup-
port services.

““(ii) In this subparagraph, the term ‘cyber at-
tack’ means a deliberate action to alter, disrupt,
deceive, degrade, or destroy computer systems or
networks or the information or programs resi-
dent in or transiting these systems or networks.

““(2) DESIGNATION OF SENIOR OFFICIAL RESPON-
SIBLE.—(A) Whenever the Secretary makes a de-
termination under subparagraph (4), (B), or (C)
of paragraph (1) that certain supplies and asso-
ciated support services are urgently meeded to
eliminate a deficiency described in that sub-
paragraph, the Secretary shall designate a sen-
ior official of the Department of Defense to en-
sure that the meeded supplies and associated
support services are acquired and deployed as
quickly as possible, with a goal of awarding a
contract for the acquisition of the supplies and
associated support services within 15 days.

‘“‘(B) Upon designation of a senior official
under subparagraph (A), the Secretary shall au-
thorize that official to waive any provision of
law, policy, directive, or regulation described in
subsection (d) that such official determines in
writing would unnecessarily impede the rapid
acquisition and deployment of the needed sup-
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plies and associated support services. In a case
in which the needed supplies and associated
support services cannot be acquired without an
extensive delay, the senior official shall require
that an interim solution be implemented and de-
ployed wusing the procedures developed under
this section to minimize adverse consequences
resulting from the urgent need.

““(3) USE OF FUNDS.—(A) In any fiscal year in
which the Secretary makes a determination de-
scribed in subparagraph (A), (B), or (C) of para-
graph (1), the Secretary may use any funds
available to the Department of Defense for ac-
quisitions of supplies and associated support
services if the determination includes a written
finding that the use of such funds is necessary
to address the deficiency in a timely manner.

““(B) The authority of this section may only be
used to acquire supplies and associated support
services—

“(i) in the case of determinations by the Sec-
retary under paragraph (1)(4), in an amount
aggregating not more than $200,000,000 during
any fiscal year;

““(ii) in the case of determinations by the Sec-
retary under paragraph (1)(B), in an amount
aggregating not more than $200,000,000 during
any fiscal year; and

“‘(iii) in the case of determinations by the Sec-
retary under paragraph (1)(C), in an amount
aggregating mot more than $200,000,000 during
any fiscal year.

““(4) NOTIFICATION TO CONGRESSIONAL DEFENSE
COMMITTEES.—(A) In the case of a determina-
tion by the Secretary under paragraph (1)(A),
the Secretary shall notify the congressional de-
fense committees of the determination within 15
days after the date of the determination.

“(B) In the case of a determination by the
Secretary under paragraph (1)(B) the Secretary
shall notify the congressional defense commit-
tees of the determination at least 10 days before
the date on which the determination is effective.

“(C) A motice under this paragraph shall in-
clude the following:

‘(i) The supplies and associated support serv-
ices to be acquired.

“(ii)) The amount anticipated to be expended
for the acquisition.

““(iii) The source of funds for the acquisition.

‘(D) A nmotice under this paragraph shall be
sufficient to fulfill any requirement to provide
notification to Congress for a new start pro-
gram.

‘“(E) A notice under this paragraph shall be
provided in consultation with the Director of
the Office of Management and Budget.

“(5) TIME FOR TRANSITIONING TO NORMAL AC-
QUISITION SYSTEM.—Any acquisition initiated
under this subsection shall transition to the nor-
mal acquisition system not later than two years
after the date on which the Secretary makes the
determination described in paragraph (1) with
respect to the supplies and associated support
services concerned.

““(6) LIMITATION ON OFFICERS WITH AUTHORITY
TO MAKE A DETERMINATION.—The authority to
make a determination under subparagraph (A),
(B), or (C) of paragraph (1) may be exercised
only by the Secretary or Deputy Secretary of
Defense.”’.

SEC. 804. MIDDLE TIER OF ACQUISITION FOR
RAPID PROTOTYPING AND RAPID
FIELDING.

(a) GUIDANCE REQUIRED.—Not later than 180
days after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Under Secretary of Defense for Acquisition,
Technology, and Logistics, in consultation with
the Comptroller of the Department of Defense
and the Vice Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of
Staff, shall establish guidance for a ‘‘middle
tier”’ of acquisition programs that are intended
to be completed in a period of two to five years.

(b) ACQUISITION PATHWAYS.—The guidance re-
quired by subsection (a) shall cover the fol-
lowing two acquisition pathways:

(1) RAPID PROTOTYPING.—The rapid proto-
typing pathway shall provide for the use of in-
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novative technologies to rapidly develop
fieldable prototypes to demonstrate new capa-
bilities and meet emerging military needs. The
objective of an acquisition program under this
pathway shall be to field a prototype that can
be demonstrated in an operational environment
and provide for a residual operational capa-
bility within five years of the development of an
approved requirement.

(2) RAPID FIELDING.—The rapid fielding path-
way shall provide for the use of proven tech-
nologies to field production quantities of new or
upgraded systems with minimal development re-
quired. The objective of an acquisition program
under this pathway shall be to begin production
within six months and complete fielding within
five years of the development of an approved re-
quirement.

(c) EXPEDITED PROCESS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The guidance required by
subsection (a) shall provide for a streamlined
and coordinated requirements, budget, and ac-
quisition process that results in the development
of an approved requirement for each program in
a period of not more than six months from the
time that the process is initiated. Programs that
are subject to the guidance shall not be subject
to the Joint Capabilities Integration and Devel-
opment System Manual and Department of De-
fense Directive 5000.01, except to the extent spe-
cifically provided in the guidance.

(2) RAPID PROTOTYPING.—With respect to the
rapid prototyping pathway, the guidance shall
include—

(4) a merit-based process for the consideration
of innovative technologies and new capabilities
to meet needs communicated by the Joint Chiefs
of Staff and the combatant commanders;

(B) a process for developing and implementing
acquisition and funding strategies for the pro-
gram;

(C) a process for cost-sharing with the mili-
tary departments on rapid prototype projects, to
ensure an appropriate commitment to the suc-
cess of such projects;

(D) a process for demonstrating and evalu-
ating the performance of fieldable prototypes de-
veloped pursuant to the program in an oper-
ational environment; and

(E) a process for transitioning successful pro-
totypes to new or existing acquisition programs
for production and fielding under the rapid
fielding pathway or the traditional acquisition
system.

(3) RAPID FIELDING.—With respect to the rapid
fielding pathway, the guidance shall include—

(A) a merit-based process for the consideration
of existing products and proven technologies to
meet needs communicated by the Joint Chiefs of
Staff and the combatant commanders;

(B) a process for demonstrating performance
and evaluating for current operational purposes
the proposed products and technologies;

(C) a process for developing and implementing
acquisition and funding strategies for the pro-
gram; and

(D) a process for considering lifecycle costs
and addressing issues of logistics support and
system interoperability.

(4) STREAMLINED PROCEDURES.—The guidance
for the programs may provide for any of the fol-
lowing streamlined procedures:

(A) The service acquisition executive of the
military department concerned shall appoint a
program manager for such program from among
candidates from among civilian employees or
members of the Armed Forces who have signifi-
cant and relevant experience managing large
and complex programs.

(B) The program manager for each program
shall report with respect to such program di-
rectly, without intervening review or approval,
to the service acquisition executive of the mili-
tary department concerned.

(C) The service acquisition executive of the
military department concerned shall evaluate
the job performance of such manager on an an-
nual basis. In conducting an evaluation under
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this paragraph, a service acquisition executive
shall consider the extent to which the manager
has achieved the objectives of the program for
which the manager is responsible, including
quality, timeliness, and cost objectives.

(D) The program manager of a defense stream-
lined program shall be authorized staff positions
for a technical staff, including experts in busi-
ness management, contracting, auditing, engi-
neering, testing, and logistics, to enable the
manager to manage the program without the
technical assistance of another organizational
unit of an agency to the maximum extent prac-
ticable.

(E) The program manager of a defense stream-
lined program shall be authorized, in coordina-
tion with the users of the equipment and capa-
bility to be acquired and the test community, to
make trade-offs among life-cycle costs, require-
ments, and schedules to meet the goals of the
program.

(F) The service acquisition executive, acting
in coordination with the defense acquisition ex-
ecutive, shall serve as the milestone decision au-
thority for the program.

(G) The program manager of a defense stream-
lined program shall be provided a process to ex-
peditiously seek a waiver from Congress from
any statutory or regulatory requirement that
the program manager determines adds little or
no value to the management of the program.

(d) RAPID PROTOTYPING FUND.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Defense
shall establish a fund to be known as the ‘‘De-
partment of Defense Rapid Prototyping Fund’’
to provide funds, in addition to other funds that
may be available for acquisition programs under
the rapid prototyping pathway established pur-
suant to this section. The Fund shall be man-
aged by a senior official of the Department of
Defense designated by the Under Secretary of
Defense for Acquisition, Technology, and Logis-
tics. The Fund shall consist of amounts appro-
priated to the Fund and amounts credited to the
Fund pursuant to section 828 of this Act.

(2) TRANSFER AUTHORITY.—Amounts available
in the Fund may be transferred to a military de-
partment for the purpose of carrying out an ac-
quisition program under the rapid prototyping
pathway established pursuant to this section.
Any amount so transferred shall be credited to
the account to which it is transferred. The
transfer authority provided in this subsection is
in addition to any other transfer authority
available to the Department of Defense.

(3) CONGRESSIONAL NOTICE.—The senior offi-
cial designated to manage the Fund shall notify
the congressional defense committees of all
transfers under paragraph (2). Each notification
shall specify the amount transferred, the pur-
pose of the transfer, and the total projected cost
and estimated cost to complete the acquisition
program to which the funds were transferred.
SEC. 805. USE OF ALTERNATIVE ACQUISITION

PATHS TO ACQUIRE CRITICAL NA-
TIONAL SECURITY CAPABILITIES.

Not later than 180 days after the date of the
enactment of this Act, the Secretary of Defense
shall establish procedures for alternative acqui-
sition pathways to acquire capital assets and
services that meet critical national security
needs. The procedures shall—

(1) be separate from existing acquisition proce-
dures;

(2) be supported by streamlined contracting,
budgeting, and requirements processes;

(3) establish alternative acquisition paths
based on the capabilities being bought and the
time needed to deploy these capabilities; and

(4) maximize the use of flerible authorities in
existing law and regulation.

SEC. 806. SECRETARY OF DEFENSE WAIVER OF
ACQUISITION LAWS TO ACQUIRE
VITAL NATIONAL SECURITY CAPA-
BILITIES.

(a) WAIVER AUTHORITY.—The Secretary of De-
fense is authorized to waive any provision of ac-
quisition law or regulation described in sub-
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section (c) for the purpose of acquiring a capa-
bility that would not otherwise be available to
the Armed Forces of the United States, upon a
determination that—

(1) the acquisition of the capability is in the
vital national security interest of the United
States;

(2) the application of the law or regulation to
be waived would impede the acquisition of the
capability in a manner that would undermine
the national security of the United States; and

(3) the underlying purpose of the law or regu-
lation to be waived can be addressed in a dif-
ferent manner or at a different time.

(b) DESIGNATION OF RESPONSIBLE OFFICIAL.—
Whenever the Secretary of Defense makes a de-
termination under subsection (a)(1) that the ac-
quisition of a capability is in the vital national
security interest of the United States, the Sec-
retary shall designate a senior official of the De-
partment of Defense who shall be personally re-
sponsible and accountable for the rapid and ef-
fective acquisition and deployment of the need-
ed capability. The Secretary shall provide the
designated official such authority as the Sec-
retary determines necessary to achieve this ob-
jective, and may use the waiver authority in
subsection (a) for this purpose.

(c) ACQUISITION LAWS AND REGULATIONS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Upon a determination de-
scribed in subsection (a), the Secretary of De-
fense is authorized to waive any provision of
law or regulation addressing—

(A) the establishment of a requirement or
specification for the capability to be acquired;

(B) research, development, test, and evalua-
tion of the capability to be acquired;

(C) production, fielding, and sustainment of
the capability to be acquired; or

(D) solicitation, selection of sources, and
award of contracts for the capability to be ac-
quired.

(2) LIMITATIONS.—Nothing in this subsection
authorizes the waiver of—

(A) the requirements of this section;

(B) any provision of law imposing civil or
criminal penalties; or

(C) any provision of law governing the proper
expenditure of appropriated funds.

(d) REPORT TO CONGRESS.—The Secretary of
Defense shall notify the congressional defense
committees at least 30 days before exercising the
waiver authority under subsection (a). Each
such notice shall include—

(1) an explanation of the basis for determining
that the acquisition of the capability is in the
vital national security interest of the United
States;

(2) an identification of each provision of law
or regulation to be waived; and

(3) for each provision identified pursuant to
paragraph (2)—

(A) an explanation of why the application of
the provision would impede the acquisition in a
manner that would undermine the national se-
curity of the United States; and

(B) a description of the time or manner in
which the underlying purpose of the law or reg-
ulation to be waived will be addressed.

(e) NONDELEGATION.—The authority of the
Secretary to waive provisions of laws and regu-
lations under subsection (a) is nondelegable.
SEC. 807. ACQUISITION AUTHORITY OF THE COM-

MANDER OF UNITED STATES CYBER
COMMAND.

(a) AUTHORITY.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Commander of the
United States Cyber Command shall be respon-
sible for, and shall have the authority to con-
duct, the following acquisition activities:

(A) Development and acquisition of cyber op-
erations-peculiar equipment and capabilities.

(B) Acquisition and sustainment of cyber ca-
pability-peculiar equipment, capabilities, and
services.

(2) ACQUISITION FUNCTIONS.—Subject to the
authority, direction, and control of the Sec-
retary of Defense, the Commander shall have
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authority to exercise the functions of the head
of an agency under chapter 137 of title 10,
United States Code.

(b) COMMAND ACQUISITION EXECUTIVE.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The staff of the Commander
shall include a command acquisition exrecutive,
who shall be responsible for the overall super-
vision of acquisition matters for the United
States Cyber Command. The command acquisi-
tion executive shall have the authority—

(A) to negotiate memoranda of agreement with
the military departments and Department of De-
fense components to carry out the acquisition of
equipment, capabilities, and services described
in subsection (a)(1) on behalf of the Command;

(B) to supervise the acquisition of equipment,
capabilities, and services described in subsection
(a)1);

(C) to represent the Command in discussions
with the military departments regarding acquisi-
tion programs for which the Command is a cus-
tomer; and

(D) to work with the military departments to
ensure that the Command is appropriately rep-
resented in any joint working group or inte-
grated product team regarding acquisition pro-
grams for which the Command is a customer.

(2) DELIVERY OF ACQUISITION SOLUTIONS.—
The command acquisition executive of the
United States Cyber Command shall be—

(A) responsible to the Commander for rapidly
delivering acquisition solutions to meet vali-
dated cyber operations-peculiar requirements;

(B) subordinate to the defense acquisition ex-
ecutive in matters of acquisition;

(C) subject to the same oversight as the service
acquisition executives; and

(D) included on the distribution list for acqui-
sition directives and instructions of the Depart-
ment of Defense.

(c) ACQUISITION PERSONNEL.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Defense
shall provide the United States Cyber Command
with the personnel or funding equivalent to ten
full-time equivalent personnel to support the
Commander in fulfilling the acquisition respon-
sibilities provided for under th