September 29, 2015

IN SUPPORT OF EXTENDING, “THE
FEDERAL PERKINS LOAN PRO-
GRAM”

HON. RUBEN HINOJOSA

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 29, 2015

Mr. HINOJOSA. Mr. Speaker, | rise in
strong support of extending the Perkins Loan
Program for one year so that students can
complete their education and join our work-
force.

Perkins Loans provide critical support to stu-
dents with economic need, offering low-cost
loans with flexible repayment terms and gen-
erous forgiveness options that are public-serv-
ice oriented. In 2013-2014, close to 500,000
students with need were awarded nearly $1
billion in Perkins Loans. And throughout its 57-
year history, more than 30 million students
with need have benefited from this program. It
is also the only loan program used to support
graduate and professional schools students.

According to the Congressional Budget of-
fice it has estimated that the Federal Govern-
ment will reclaim nearly $5 billion over the
next ten years. This is $5 billion that should be
used to help keep college affordable for stu-
dents in need of help.

Without Perkins, schools would lose the
necessary flexibility to help students cover
gaps left after Federal grants and Stafford
Loans are applied or unforeseen cir-
cumstances jeopardize a student’s ability to
pay for college. Ultimately, if Perkins is al-
lowed to expire billions of dollars in student
aid would be eliminated from schools’ revolv-
ing funds.

Perkins Loans themselves don’t usually
amount to more than several thousand dollars
per student, but they can spell the difference
between whether or not our students can at-
tend college. In Texas, that means approxi-
mately over 12,000 students a year having an
opportunity to finish their degree without un-
necessary financial interruptions. This is not a
time to abandon our students who are working
hard to complete their education and have the
same opportunities as so many other college
graduates.

For these reasons, | urge my colleagues on
both sides of the aisle to extend the Federal
Perkins Loan Program.

——

HONORING BRADLEY EUGENE
MORGAN

HON. SAM GRAVES

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 29, 2015

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, |
proudly pause to recognize Bradley Eugene
Morgan. Bradley is a very special young man
who has exemplified the finest qualities of citi-
zenship and leadership by taking an active
part in the Boy Scouts of America, Troop
1351, and earning the most prestigious award
of Eagle Scout.

Bradley has been very active with his troop,
participating in many scout activities. Over the
many years Bradley has been involved with
scouting, he has not only earned numerous
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
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ily, peers, and community. Most notably, Brad-
ley has also contributed to his community
through his Eagle Scout project.

Mr. Speaker, | proudly ask you to join me in
commending Bradley Eugene Morgan for his
accomplishments with the Boy Scouts of
America and for his efforts put forth in achiev-
ing the highest distinction of Eagle Scout.

HONORING CECILIA AGUIAR-CURRY
HON. JOHN GARAMENDI

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 29, 2015

Mr. GARAMENDI. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to recognize the work of Cecilia Aguiar-Curry
a City Councilwoman of Winters and one of
my district’'s 2015 Woman of the year.

Whereas, on the Twenty-Second Day of
September, of the Year Two Thousand and
Fifteen, Cecilia Aguiar-Curry was recognized
as a 2015 Woman of the year.

Whereas, Cecilia Aguiar-Curry is currently in
her second term as Mayor of Winters, a city
of 7,000 residents in Western Yolo County.
Cecilia has spearheaded many new initiatives
for the city of Winters. She is an incisive lead-
er with clear vision and the ability to make that
vision a reality in tangible ways. She is an out-
standing ambassador to the world at large for
the city of Winters.

Whereas, under her leadership, the Yolo
County Health and Human Services brought a
branch to Winters. PG&E is also building a
new training facility in Winters, providing more
than $500,000 in computer technology and
training to the schoolchildren of Winters
through a partnership with the Winters Edu-
cation Foundation and the Yocha DeHe Foun-
dation. She also was a successful advocate
for the Berryessa Snow Mountain National
Monument, revived the local Hispanic Advisory
Community and developed the Winters Youth
Council.

Whereas, Cecilia also serves on the Board
of Directors for the Sacramento Area Council
of Governments (SACOG), the New Hope
Community Development Corporation, the
Yolo County Housing Commission, the Water
Resource Association of Yolo County, and the
10 Year Plan to End Homelessness. Pre-
viously, she served on the Board of Directors
for the League of California Cities. Cecilia is
hardworking, responsible, compassionate, and
an effective leader who truly cares about her
community.

Resolved, That | Congressman JOHN
GARAMENDI of California’s Third Congressional
District, do hereby recognize and celebrate the
accomplishments of Cecilia Aguiar-Curry.

————

HONORING THE WORK OF CRAIG
WILLIAMS AND THE KENTUCKY
ENVIRONMENTAL FOUNDATION

HON. ANDY BARR

OF KENTUCKY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 29, 2015

Mr. BARR. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the work of Craig Williams and the Ken-
tucky Environmental Foundation. Twenty-five
years ago, the Foundation formed the Chem-
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ical Weapons Working Group. This group was
made up of residents who were concerned
about building chemical weapons incinerators
at eight sites across the country and one is-
land in the Pacific. The CWWG has worked
hard over the years at the grassroots level to
successfully advocate for federal legislation
that mandated research and implementation of
safer weapons disposal technologies that did
not include incineration.

The Chemical Weapons Working Group has
done an excellent job of bringing people to-
gether from many different social and political
persuasions and many different perspectives.
These dedicated people have worked over the
past twenty-five years to come to consensus
on safe solutions for the disposal of U.S.
chemical weapons. Currently, a non-inciner-
ation technology facility is under construction
in the Sixth District of Kentucky. The project is
being done with continued oversight by Mr.
Craig Williams, as he also serves as the Host
Community Liaison between local govern-
ments and the Pentagon.

Mr. Williams is a founding member and past
Director of the Kentucky Environmental Foun-
dation. In addition to serving as Director of the
Chemical Weapons Working Group, he is a
charter member of the Kentucky Governor's
Chemical Material Demilitarization Citizen’s
Advisory Commission and currently serves as
co-chair of the Kentucky Chemical Destruction
Advisory Board.

Mr. Williams is the co-founder and secretary
of the Vietnam Veterans of America Founda-
tion. He has received several tributes in the
United States Congress and was presented
the John O’Connor Citizens Achievement
Award in 2003. Williams is involved in many
community activities. Williams and his wife live
in Berea, Kentucky near their two children and
two grandchildren.

The people of the Sixth District and our na-
tion are safer today because of the deter-
mined work and excellent leadership of Craig
Williams and the Kentucky Environmental
Foundation. They have worked tirelessly and
with great passion to mandate ways to dis-
pose of chemical weapons in a safe manner.
| join a grateful nation in congratulating the
Kentucky Environmental Foundation on their
twenty-five years and thanking Craig Williams
for his excellent leaderships.

———

HONORING THE SPIRIT OF MIDDLE
PASSAGE, NAACP MARCHER FOR
JUSTICE

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 29, 2015

Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, we mourn yet
celebrate the life of NAACP justice marcher,
Middle Passage, who passed away on Sep-
tember 12th, 2015. Passage, 68, died during
America’s Journey for Justice, a six week
march that commemorates the 50th anniver-
sary of the civil rights movement.

During Passage’s earlier lifetime, he
changed his name to Middle Passage to re-
mind us of enslaved Africans. The “Middle
Passage” represented the journey taken by
slave ships from Africa to the West Indies.

Despite having several heart operations and
surviving two wars, in Korea and Vietnam,
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