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institution by shifting the funding 
mechanism from assessed to voluntary 
contributions in order to make the or-
ganization more effective and account-
able to its objectives. 

For example, the Human Rights 
Council does not deserve our assistance 
when countries like Cuba, China, Ven-
ezuela, some of the world’s worst 
human rights violators, push a decid-
edly anti-American, anti-Israel agenda 
at the Council. We should not fund 
these bodies at the U.N. We should only 
fund the ones that we believe are work-
ing, the ones that are transparent, the 
ones who are accountable to the mem-
ber states that donate their budgets. 

Mr. Speaker, the Obama administra-
tion has had 7 years to implement re-
forms, and it has failed. It is time for 
Congress to take the lead, and I urge 
my colleagues to sign up to my bill 
this week. 

f 

LET STATES SET MARIJUANA 
POLICY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Oregon (Mr. BLUMENAUER) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, 
amidst all the turmoil on the world 
stage, I think many of us are still proc-
essing the visit from Pope Francis last 
week, his call for us to care for the 
planet, for our fellow man, for all of 
God’s creatures. 

In the background here on Capitol 
Hill, there is more than a little turmoil 
in terms of what is going to happen 
after the resignation of Speaker BOEH-
NER. There looks to be a little good 
news that we will avert a government 
shutdown, at least for a few months, as 
we continue to have the misdirected 
crusade to defund Planned Parenthood. 

I have been focusing on the epidemic 
of deaths from prescription drug abuse 
and heroin overdoses. Mr. Speaker, it is 
something that is creating problems 
from Portland, Oregon, to Portland, 
Maine; yet, in the midst of that epi-
demic, there was a stark symbol of our 
dysfunction on something that most 
Americans now think should be legal. 

There are over 200 million Americans 
that live in States where they can get 
access to medical marijuana. Four 
States and the District of Columbia 
have legalized adult use, and more 
States are going to be voting on it 
again this year; yet we have arrested 
over 7 million people over the last 10 
years, costing billions of dollars. 

It can turn lives upside down, par-
ticularly lives of young men of color, 
especially African Americans, who are 
arrested many times more often even 
though their use is the same as White 
young men. It fuels that frustration 
that one can understand in the African 
American community. 

I would suggest that it is time for us 
to focus law enforcement resources on 
real drug problems, deal with that epi-
demic of prescription drug abuse and 
heroin overdose. Let’s deal with mak-

ing sure that our children are safe 
rather than at risk from a vast under-
ground drug distribution network. 
accounts, so this is an attractive 
source of revenue for people who would 
like to rob them. 

Let’s let the States make their own 
policy until we reclassify marijuana, 
frankly, no less dangerous than to-
bacco, which is completely legal in 
every State. In the meantime, we 
should at least stay out of the way, let 
States formulate their own policy, and 
have local authorities deal with real 
problems, not creating unnecessary 
ones. 

f 

CALIFORNIA’S DROUGHT 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
California (Mr. LAMALFA) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. LAMALFA. Mr. Speaker, for 
many in California, including my own 
family and my neighbors, it is an excit-
ing time this year. This is harvest 
time. Busy, but again, a very enjoyable 
time we all look forward to as farmers 
and ranchers. You see more combines, 
shakers, and sweepers running from 
sunrise to sunset working to fill the 
next truckload with this season’s 
crops. And you see the men and women 
responsible for producing nearly half of 
all U.S.-grown vegetables, nuts, and 
fruits. 

But this year’s harvest in the north 
State paints a much different picture, 
one with fallowing fields, wells that are 
going dry, and less and less truckloads 
of crops leaving those farms. As a 
farmer myself, we know it is the last 
truckload that leaves the field that is 
the one you make your living on. 

From the grapes in world-renowned 
wines to almonds and pistachios, ex-
ports are down and production is lower, 
causing a troubling ripple effect in the 
region and across our Nation’s econ-
omy in the form of lost jobs and rev-
enue and less choices for high-quality 
crops grown by Americans for our 
American consumers. 

The numbers for this year are with-
out a doubt very troubling. On-farm 
gate prices are down, and farm yields 
per acre are down. According to a re-
cent UC Davis study, just California 
alone is set to lose about $2.7 billion 
due to the drought. Farm employment 
is down by over 10,000 jobs this year, as 
well as the 21,000 or so indirect jobs 
that will also be lost by those involved 
in the production and processing of 
farm crops. 

Labor income is estimated to fall by 
at least $716 million, being replaced by 
an already troubled and strapped un-
employment. Direct crop revenue 
losses are going to be up to $900 mil-
lion, straight out of grower’s pockets. 
In addition, the rice harvest is ex-
pected to cover only 375,000 acres, down 
from a peak number of 560,000 acres. 
The almond supply is expected to de-
crease by 4 percent, potentially losing 
market share to foreign interests. Cali-

fornia dairy production is down by at 
least 3 percent, costing an estimated 
$250 million, a number that has shown 
significant increases in other States as 
well this year. Alfalfa hay shipments 
are significantly lower than last year, 
and the livestock industry faces losses 
of an estimated $100 million in order to 
replace it. 

Mr. Speaker, these are real numbers 
that are only set to get worse. We can-
not simply stand by and watch as farm-
ers, ranchers, small town economies, 
and ag employees face more water ra-
tioning and fallowed fields. 

California and the West cannot afford 
another year of inaction from Con-
gress. I rise today to urge my col-
leagues from both sides of the aisle in 
both House and Senate to come to the 
table and advance commonsense 
drought solutions, such as new water 
storage and infrastructure, to provide 
relief now and in the future such as 
Sites Reservoir up in northern Cali-
fornia and desalination projects for our 
cities. Let’s get them permitted, let’s 
get them approved and in the pipeline. 
We can’t wait any longer. We need 
these reforms, indeed, now and for the 
future. Our State is growing, the popu-
lation is growing, and we grow the fin-
est and best crops and export them not 
only to the rest of the country, but to 
much of the world. 

Mr. Speaker, not doing anything now 
or this year is a dereliction of our re-
sponsibility and betrays Americans 
who expect us to provide the products 
they consume and enjoy these fine ag 
products that, indeed, give America the 
reputation as being the breadbasket of 
the world. 

f 
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END HUNGER NOW 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Massachusetts (Mr. MCGOVERN) for 5 
minutes. 

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, while 
there is talk of a 2-month spending bill 
to keep the government open before 
time runs out this week, we have yet 
to see it. Passing a short-term bill will 
only postpone a Republican shutdown, 
not stop it. As long as it remains a pos-
sibility, we need to talk about the cost 
to everyday families. 

Unlike the last Republican shutdown 
in 2013, closing the government’s doors 
this time around means millions and 
millions of Americans may be cut off 
from their Federal food assistance ben-
efits. 

Forty-five million Americans rely on 
the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance 
Program, or SNAP, to help put food on 
the table. SNAP is our Nation’s pre-
mier antihunger program, and it is one 
of the most effective and efficient of 
any Federal programs. 

Two-thirds of all SNAP recipients are 
the most vulnerable among us: chil-
dren, seniors, and the disabled. Mil-
lions more are working families who 
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