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on a short-term continuing resolution
to do just that. I hope my colleagues
will vote in favor of a clean continuing
resolution to avert a government shut-
down. There is no justification to shut
down government. Yes, we have our
differences. We negotiate that in a
budget process.

However, we know that this is a
short-term fix and that a real solution
to fixing our Nation’s very real and
very serious budget problems is in pro-
ducing a long-term budget, and we
should do that in December.

Instead of moving from one crisis to
another crisis, we must get back to the
work of governing responsibly. Respon-
sible governance requires that we come
together, work hard, compromise on a
bipartisan budget that will not result
in poorly thought-out, across-the-board
spending cuts, more commonly known
as sequestration.

Failing to govern responsibly and
compromise will negatively impact in-
dustries so vital to America. That in-
cludes our agriculture economy, which
provides the food that we eat on Amer-
ica’s dinner table. It includes manufac-
turing and service industries that pro-
vide goods and services that we trade.

Finally, it will severely impact some
programs that support our Nation’s fu-
ture, like health care, education, pub-
lic safety, and research and develop-
ment, costing billions of dollars and
thousands of jobs.

In addition to negotiating a bipar-
tisan budget agreement, we need to ad-
dress the impacts of sequestration and
the Congress must address the debt
ceiling this December without fanfare
that could further throw our economy
into chaos.

If the United States were to default
on its loans or fail to live up to our
promises to those of retirement age, it
would send our economy in a downward
spiral just at the time that we are fi-
nally recovering from this Great Reces-
sion.

Unfortunately, not all the areas of
the United States are feeling the recov-
ery’s effects equally. In the San Joa-
quin Valley that I represent, many of
my constituents are still feeling the ef-
fects of the recession, in addition to
the unnecessary impacts of our failure
to invest in infrastructure, our water
infrastructure that we terribly need to
invest in as well as our transportation
infrastructure.

Vital programs, like the Ex-Im Bank,
the highway trust fund, the Land and
Water Conservation Fund, have either
expired or will soon expire. The Export-
Import Bank’s charter which was cre-
ated has sustained 1% million private
sector jobs and expired June 30.

By refusing to bring up the reauthor-
ization of the Bank for a vote, Amer-
ican jobs are being threatened and Con-
gress is undermining the ability of
American businesses to compete in a
global market.

The highway trust fund is set to ex-
pire on October 29. Our Nation’s roads,
bridges, highways, and railroads are
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out of date and are in dire need of re-
pair. I have never seen a bridge or road
that is Republican or Democrat. This is
just investing in America.

A long-term transportation bill was
last passed by Congress in 2009. Since
then, Congress has had 34 short-term
patches. That is simply irresponsible.
This not only puts American’s safety
at risk, but completely undermines our
ability to create and sustain American
jobs by investing in our infrastructure.

Congress must act to work on a bi-
partisan basis to reauthorize these pro-
grams and countless other Federal pro-
grams that are set to expire not only
this week, but in December, when we
address long-term funding for the next
fiscal year. Otherwise, there will be an-
other threat to shut down government
in December. It is irresponsible.

Last week Pope Francis reminded us
of our responsibilities, the better an-
gels in all of us. He said, ‘A good polit-
ical leader is one who, with the inter-
ests of all in mind, seizes the moment
in a spirit of openness and pragmatism.
A good political leader always opts to
initiate processes rather than simply
possessing spaces.”’
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Therefore, the question we should be
asking: Are we simply possessing
spaces or are we trying to find together
the common good for the common man,
as Pope Francis suggested?

I hope his spiritual guidance will
allow us to work together to do what
we were sent here to do, which is the
people’s work. That is what we were
sent here to do on behalf of all Ameri-
cans.

—————

AGRICULTURE HAS A BRIGHT
FUTURE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. THOMPSON) for 5
minutes.

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, I rise today in honor of
two Future Farmers of America teams
from my district after they placed first
and second at a national competition
this past weekend.

The competition, known as ‘“The Big
E,” hosts teams from schools from the
East Coast and the Mid-Atlantic re-
gions which compete in a wide variety
of categories, including poultry
science, equine events, dairy science,
and much more.

A team from Bellefonte, Pennsyl-
vania, Centre County, placed first in
the poultry science career development
event and was responsible for judging
the birds and rating their quality along
with other criteria.

The second team, from the Central
Pennsylvania Institute of Science and
Technology in Pleasant Gap, Pennsyl-
vania, Centre County, placed second in
the nursery and landscaping division.
They were tasked with designing and
selling a landscaping plan. The team is
now working on a landscape project for
Pennsylvania’s farm show in January.
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Mr. Speaker, I rise to congratulate
the accomplishments of these future
farmers and also recognize the impor-
tant work performed by the FFA. The
success of these young people shows
that the industry is in good hands and
agriculture has a bright future.

————

PUT AN END TO TRAGIC AND
WASTEFUL SPENDING

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Minnesota (Mr. NOLAN) for 56 minutes.

Mr. NOLAN. Mr. Speaker, Members
of the House, the foolish and wasteful
squandering of Americans’ hard-earned
taxpayer dollars are once again on dis-
play in the war in the Middle East and
in Syria. Before I get to my point, I
want to remind my colleagues here
that we spent $3 trillion on the war in
Iraq. That is right, $3 trillion. Look
where it has gotten us.

I would like to remind my colleagues
that for one of those trillion we could
have graduated every college Kkid in
America and vocational school kid in
America debt free. Instead, we have
saddled them with debt that is crip-
pling their ability to get ahead and our
economy to grow.

It is no secret that bridges are falling
down here in America and trains are
coming off the rails. For one of those
trillion dollars, we could have rebuilt
our infrastructure and transportation
system in this country, once again cre-
ating good jobs and opportunities and
laying the foundation for our economy
to grow.

For another trillion of those dollars,
we could have given the American tax-
payers a trillion-dollar tax break.
Would they not have loved that and do
they not need that? Instead, we are
still looking at $2 trillion going for-
ward in taking care of the men and
women who served: the warriors, the
patriots, the men and women who were
willing to stand up and protect us, but
who lost arms and lost legs and suf-
fered severe brain injuries. Yes, that is
right, $2 trillion going forward, tending
to and caring for them. And that is a
moral obligation that we are obligated
to and must fulfill.

Now to my point today. Last year the
Congress authorized $500 million to be
spent on training the so-called mod-
erate Free Syrian rebels, and now we
have learned that only a handful, like
four to five, has shown up for duty, ac-
cording to Lloyd Austin, the U.S. Cen-
tral Commander for troops in the Mid-
dle BEast.

Back in June, Republican Congress-
man CURT CLAWSON and I offered an
amendment to the Defense Appropria-
tions bill to stop funding this so-called
Free Syrian rebel program. Why? Well,
the hard, cold fact is that many of
their leaders told us at the time that
they would not use the money to fight
and join us in the fight against ISIL.
Now we ask the House not to appro-
priate an additional $600 million, see-
ing that the $500 million that was spent
has already been wasted and misspent.
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Unfortunately, our colleagues at the
time did not follow our bipartisan rec-
ommendation on this important issue,
and the House did go ahead and appro-
priate an additional $600 million for
that failed program. Now that we know
only a handful are showing up for duty,
it is not too late to stop this additional
$600 million from going forward for this
failed program.

I am calling for the immediate re-
moval of that funding. After all, we did
pass my amendment prohibiting Con-
gress from funding so-called rebels
where there was clear proof that the
money was being misspent. Mr. Speak-
er, the proof could not be more clear in
this case.

This isn’t about agreement or dis-
agreement with our involvement in
these Middle East conflicts. This is
about the tragic, foolish, senseless,
wasteful squandering of $1.1 billion of
hard-earned American taxpayers’ dol-
lars.

Mr. Speaker, Mr. CLAWSON and I both
worked as businessmen for decades be-
fore coming to the Congress. Anyone
who knows anything about business
can tell you this: No private sector
company ever succeeded by spending
huge amounts of money on employees
who never showed up for work or,
worse yet, turned their allegiances to
an opposition or a competitive com-
pany. That is no way to run a business,
that is no way to govern, and it is cer-
tainly no way to win a war.

I plead with my colleagues to come
to their bipartisan senses, join Mr.
CLAWSON and me, and help us put an
end to this tragic and wasteful spend-
ing of hard-earned American taxpayer
dollars. The American taxpayers are
counting on us. Let’s not disappoint
them.

———
RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until noon
today.

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 37
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess.

————
0 1200
AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker at
noon.

———

PRAYER

Pastor Kevin Myers, 12Stone Church,
Lawrenceville, Georgia, offered the fol-
lowing prayer:

God, You invite us to come to You as
our Heavenly Father. And we Kknow
that if You kept a record of our
wrongs, none of us would stand a
chance. But with You there is forgive-
ness, so we are eternally grateful.

And beyond Your gift of forgiveness,
we need Your wisdom under pressure.
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Leadership pressure strains our mar-
riage and family. Would You give us
grace to love our spouse, wisdom to
make time for family, and keep no
record of wrongs. The stress of political
leadership can tempt us to sweep aside
our convictions. Give us wisdom and
grace to lead with courage.

The problems in our Nation and
pressing decisions can divide us beyond
reason. Would You give us discernment
beyond ourselves for the sake of our
country. May we act justly, love
mercy, and walk humbly with You, our
God.

In Jesus name, amen.

——
THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House
his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

———
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman
from Florida (Mr. JOLLY) come forward
and lead the House in the Pledge of Al-
legiance.

Mr. JOLLY led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

WELCOMING PASTOR KEVIN
MYERS

The SPEAKER. Without objection,
the gentleman from Georgia (Mr.
WOODALL) is recognized for 1 minute.

There was no objection.

Mr. WOODALL. Mr. Speaker, I tell
my colleagues we had the great honor
of the opening prayer today by Kevin
Myers, who is one of my constituents
in the great State of Georgia.

I don’t want to tell you about every-
thing he has done. I want to tell you a
little bit, though, about who he is be-
cause he represents those folks that I
have the honor of serving.

Pastor Kevin Myers and his new
bride sold everything they owned and
moved down to Georgia to plant their
first church. God called him to do that.
He is obedient.

Faced with trying to build that
church from scratch, it was in an old
movie theater just outside of where I
call home. Sixty-nine people showed up
on that very first day. That movie the-
ater has now come and gone in our
great State of Georgia, but the church
remains. But through those dark
times, he was faithful.

There are now 17,000 men and women
who call that church their faith home,
12Stone Church. And every single one
of those godly families loves on our
community because of the love and
faithfulness that Kevin inspires.

We are all honored to serve the men
and women that elect us to this office.
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I want you to know that I am honored
to serve the godly folks of 12Stone
Church and all of Gwinnett and
Forsyth Counties.

—————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Ms.
FoxX). The Chair will entertain up to
15 further requests for 1-minute speech-
es on each side of the aisle.

——————

U.S. ARMY MAJOR GENERAL
BRYAN KELLY

(Mr. JOLLY asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. JOLLY. Madam Speaker, I rise
today to recognize someone who has
dedicated 26 years of his life to ensur-
ing the health of our U.S. Army reserv-
ists, a man who has devoted his life to
helping others, U.S. Army Major Gen-
eral Bryan Kelly, who retired as com-
manding general of the Army Reserve
Medical Command in Pinellas Park,
Florida, on September 26.

General Kelly’s military career began
when he received a direct commission
into the U.S. Army Reserves after
graduating magna cum laude from Bos-
ton College, where he earned a Master
of Arts and a doctorate in psychology.

During his service to our country,
General Kelly has served in the 883
Medical Company and the 804. He has
been deployed to Iraq, where he served
as the commander of the 399 Combat
Support Hospital. And since 2012, Gen-
eral Kelly has served as the com-
mander of the Army Reserve Medical
Command.

Madam Speaker, I urge my col-
leagues to join me in thanking Major
General Bryan Kelly for his 26 years of
service and for the positive impact he
has had, both on his community and
the many men and women who serve in
our military today.

I also rise to recognize and thank his
wife of 35 years, Denise, and his two
daughters, Kristina and Michelle, for
their support during his service.

———

VA CHILDCARE PILOT PROGRAM

(Mr. HIGGINS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. HIGGINS. Madam Speaker, a De-
partment of Veterans Affairs survey
found that over 10 percent of our vet-
erans had to cancel VA medical ap-
pointments due to lack of child care.

Today, the House will consider H.R.
3696, which will extend the VA
childcare pilot program that is sched-
uled to expire this year.

This initiative has been a tremen-
dous success in western New York.
Last year, more than 1,300 children vis-
ited Kids Korner at the Buffalo VA
Medical Center, helping hundreds of
veterans keep their appointments. The
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