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who have less and already struggling 
families into have-nots. In Florida’s 
24th Congressional District, more than 
200,000 children are food-insecure and 
go to bed hungry. Overall, 23 percent of 
individuals are food-insecure. 

Feeding South Florida is a lifeline 
that runs food banks, a mobile food 
pantry that delivers fresh fruits and 
vegetables, a summer food service so 
students can continue to receive 
healthy meals when school is out of 
session, and a program that brings food 
to senior housing sites. 

Just last week in this very Chamber 
Pope Francis reminded us that the 
fight against poverty and hunger must 
be fought constantly and on many 
fronts. Feeding South Florida does 
that every day and deserves all the 
support we can muster. That is why I 
wear this orange adornment today, to 
honor the entire organization, adminis-
tration, and workers, of Feeding South 
Florida. 
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COMMUNICATION FROM THE 
CLERK OF THE HOUSE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
HARRIS) laid before the House the fol-
lowing communication from the Clerk 
of the House of Representatives: 

OFFICE OF THE CLERK, 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 

Washington, DC, September 29, 2015. 
Hon. JOHN A. BOEHNER, 
The Speaker, U.S. Capitol, 
House of Representatives, Washington, DC. 

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to the per-
mission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II of 
the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on 
September 29, 2015 at 9:27 a.m.: 

That the Senate passed S. 599. 
With best wishes, I am 

Sincerely, 
KAREN L. HAAS. 

f 

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION 
OF H.R. 3495, WOMEN’S PUBLIC 
HEALTH AND SAFETY ACT, AND 
WAIVING A REQUIREMENT OF 
CLAUSE 6(a) OF RULE XIII WITH 
RESPECT TO CONSIDERATION OF 
CERTAIN RESOLUTIONS RE-
PORTED FROM THE COMMITTEE 
ON RULES 

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, by direction 
of the Committee on Rules, I call up 
House Resolution 444 and ask for its 
immediate consideration. 

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 444 

Resolved, That upon adoption of this reso-
lution it shall be in order to consider in the 
House the bill (H.R. 3495) to amend title XIX 
of the Social Security Act to allow for great-
er State flexibility with respect to excluding 
providers who are involved in abortions. All 
points of order against consideration of the 
bill are waived. The amendment printed in 
the report of the Committee on Rules accom-
panying this resolution shall be considered 
as adopted. The bill, as amended, shall be 
considered as read. All points of order 
against provisions in the bill, as amended, 

are waived. The previous question shall be 
considered as ordered on the bill, as amend-
ed, and on any further amendment thereto, 
to final passage without intervening motion 
except: (1) one hour of debate equally divided 
and controlled by the chair and ranking mi-
nority member of the Committee on Energy 
and Commerce or their respective designees; 
and (2) one motion to recommit with or 
without instructions. 

SEC. 2. The requirement of clause 6(a) of 
rule XIII for a two-thirds vote to consider a 
report from the Committee on Rules on the 
same day it is presented to the House is 
waived with respect to any resolution re-
ported through the legislative day of October 
1, 2015. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tlewoman from North Carolina is rec-
ognized for 1 hour. 

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, for the pur-
pose of debate only, I yield the cus-
tomary 30 minutes to the gentleman 
from Florida (Mr. HASTINGS), pending 
which I yield myself such time as I 
may consume. During consideration of 
this resolution, all time yielded is for 
the purpose of debate only. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-

mous consent that all Members have 5 
legislative days to revise and extend 
their remarks. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from North Carolina? 

There was no objection. 
Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, House Reso-

lution 444 provides a closed rule for 
consideration of H.R. 3495, the Women’s 
Public Health and Safety Act. 

Over the past few months, extremely 
disturbing information has come to 
light about the activities of abortion 
providers and their sale of unborn chil-
dren’s hearts and other organs for com-
pensation. In light of those discoveries, 
we provide for consideration today of 
crucial legislation to ensure States are 
free to ensure their limited taxpayers’ 
dollars do not provide sustaining fund-
ing to abortion providers whose activi-
ties are found repugnant. 

H.R. 3495, the Women’s Public Health 
and Safety Act, allows States to make 
a decision identical to the one this 
House made earlier this month when 
we passed H.R. 3134, the Defund 
Planned Parenthood Act, which 
stopped the flow of taxpayer dollars to 
Planned Parenthood as investigations 
continue into its sale of unborn chil-
dren’s parts. 

As my colleagues noted during de-
bate on H.R. 3134, arguments from the 
minority that this bill will prevent 
women from accessing health care ring 
hollow. We know that federally quali-
fied health centers and rural health 
centers outnumber Planned Parent-
hood clinics at a rate of 20 to 1. 

Of these over 13,000 federally quali-
fied health centers and rural health 
centers, women have access to any 
healthcare service provided by Planned 
Parenthood or other abortion providers 
with one obvious exception. Because 
they are federally funded, these true 
health centers do not perform abor-
tions. 

Clearly, despite opponents’ best ef-
forts to argue otherwise, this bill does 
not deny healthcare services to women. 
It does allow States to decide whether 
their Medicaid funds should support a 
provider whose atrocities have shocked 
our national conscience and devalued 
human life. 

It is not surprising, though, that we 
are hearing these hollow arguments 
about access to healthcare services, as 
the political machinery of abortion 
providers has kicked into high gear 
with scare tactics to protect their busi-
ness. Abortion is, after all, a business. 
Planned Parenthood is the single larg-
est abortion business in the country. 
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Recently, they performed over 325,000 
abortions in 1 year. That is nearly 900 
every day, at a rate of over 35 an hour. 
They are able to continue that activ-
ity, in part, because Planned Parent-
hood has received over $1 billion in 3 
years from Medicaid alone. I have spo-
ken previously on the floor about the 
absurdity of providing taxpayer funds 
to organizations that have had their 
willingness to accept compensation for 
the remains of unborn children exposed 
for all to see. 

Several States, including Louisiana, 
Arkansas, Alabama, and Indiana, have 
recognized that alarming truth and 
acted on their own to stop providing 
abortion providers with taxpayer dol-
lars through Medicaid. Unfortunately, 
the Obama administration has forced 
those States to continue providing tax-
payer dollars to abortion providers. 

Thankfully, when the Framers of our 
Constitution established our Nation, 
they saw fit to give States a right to 
determine their own affairs and the 
disposition of their citizens’ taxes. 
Today, we restore federalism to the 
Medicaid program and enable States to 
make their own choices on which Med-
icaid providers to accept, allowing 
them to stop the flow of taxpayer dol-
lars to organizations that accept com-
pensation for the sale of well-developed 
unborn children’s hearts and bodies. 

Mr. Speaker, I commend this rule 
and the underlying bill to my col-
leagues for their support. 

I reserve the balance of my time. 
Mr. HASTINGS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume, 
and I thank the gentlewoman from 
North Carolina for yielding the cus-
tomary 30 minutes for debate. 

My friend, the gentlewoman from 
North Carolina, says that the minority 
speaks in a way that is hollow. I will 
tell you what is hollow: talk about reg-
ular order in this institution. 

The general public may not know 
that there is a methodology that al-
lows for all proceedings to go forward. 
Customarily, a measure of this kind 
would have had a committee hearing 
and a committee markup. It did not, 
and that is not regular order. 

Mr. Speaker, we are now less than 48 
hours away from another government 
shutdown, and instead of considering a 
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