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EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

DIRECTING THE CLERK OF THE
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
TO MAKE CORRECTIONS IN THE
ENROLLMENT OF H.R. 719

SPEECH OF

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 30, 2015

Mr. HASTINGS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
strong opposition to H. Con. Res. 79, which
seeks to add language to the underlying Con-
tinuing Resolution before it is sent to the
President to eliminate federal funding for
Planned Parenthood and its affiliates for one
ear.

Y H. Con. Res. 79 is nothing more than a po-
litical exercise in futility, and yet another at-
tempt to appease extremists in the Republican
Conference who are determined to limit wom-
en’s access to critical health care services.

This concurrent resolution is substantively
identical to both the language in H.R. 3134,
which the House has already passed and the
Senate has refused to consider, and the Con-
tinuing Resolution that was rejected by a bi-
partisan majority of 47 to 52 in the Senate last
week. With just hours left to pass legislation to
keep our government open, we should not be
hindering access to women’s health care.

Mr. Speaker, opposition to these political
gimmicks is not limited to Democrats in Con-
gress. Earlier this week the fight over
defunding Planned Parenthood and similar
scuffles facilitated by fringe elements of the
Republican party lead to the resignation of the
Speaker of the House, and has divided the
Republican conference so fervently that we
can again expect a very real threat of a gov-
ernment shutdown in December.

The reality is, the Continuing Resolution we
are currently considering does not provide one
cent of federal funding for Planned Parent-
hood, as my Republican friend Representative
Tom COLE, Chairman of the Appropriations
Subcommittee on Labor, Health and Human
Services, Education and Related Agencies,
astutely points out. Knowing this, | am both
bewildered and outraged that we are using
precious time considering another bill de-
signed to restrict the constitutional reproduc-
tive rights of women to satisfy the extreme po-
litical agenda of a few in Congress.

Planned Parenthood has long served as a
critical health safety net for millions of men
and women. Over 90 percent of the services
it provides are preventative in nature, including
cancer screenings, testing for sexually trans-
mitted infections, and family planning services.
Indeed, each year Planned Parenthood cen-
ters provide an average of 400,000 cervical
cancer screenings, 500,000 breast cancer
screenings, and nearly 4.5 million tests and
treatments for sexually transmitted infections.
Defunding this important organization and its
affiliates would do an immeasurable disservice
to millions of Americans.

Like it or not, the Supreme Court’s ruling in
Roe v. Wade conferred upon women the right

to do with their own bodies what they deter-
mine best until the point of viability. This deci-
sion acknowledges the notion that the choice
to have an abortion is excruciatingly difficult,
and belongs exclusively with a woman, in con-
sultation with her doctor and god. To subject
this right to the ideological whims of politicians
flies in the face of years of Supreme Court ju-
risprudence and is an unconscionable affront
to women’s health.

———————

TSA OFFICE OF INSPECTION
ACCOUNTABILITY ACT OF 2015

SPEECH OF

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 30, 2015

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to stop the government from shutting
down.

What we are doing today is budgeting or
appropriating but a desperate Hail Mary to
save thousands of jobs and prevent another
waste of $24 billion in lost economic produc-
tivity like we saw the last time House Repub-
licans succeeded in shutting down the govern-
ment.

Today | will vote for H.R. 719 even though
it goes against sound fiscal practice by includ-
ing the budget gimmickry known as sequestra-
tion, a fiscal bludgeon that makes across the
board cuts in funding for the valuable services
depended upon by American children, seniors,
workers, veterans, students, and small busi-
nesses.

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 719, “Continuing Appro-
priations for Fiscal Year 2016,” which extends
current Fiscal Year 2015 government funding
for nearly all agencies through December 11,
2015, at a rate equal to an annual level of
$1.017 trillion, a level consistent with the com-
bined top-line post-sequester discretionary
spending caps for Fiscal Year 2016 set by the
Budget Control Act.

H.R. 719 also provides funding for Overseas
Contingency Operations, which are exempt
from the BCA caps, at a rate of $74.8 billion,
an amount roughly equal to a continuation of
the Fiscal Year 2015 level.

Mr. Speaker, | am disappointed that we
have again been placed in the position of hav-
ing to fund the government through the device
of a continuing resolution rather than through
the normal appropriations process of consid-
ering and voting on the twelve separate
spending bills reported by the Committee on
Appropriations.

Although the House considered and passed
several of the annual spending bills, none of
them received consideration in the Senate be-
cause of the refusal of the House leadership
to reach agreement with the Senate on an ap-
propriate framework for all appropriations bills
that does not harm our economy or require
draconian cuts to middle-class priorities.

Without such an agreement, House Repub-
lican appropriation bills will result in:

1. hundreds of thousands of low-income
children losing access to Head Start pro-
grams,

2. tens of thousands of children with disabil-
ities losing federal funding for their special
education teachers and aides,

3. thousands of federal agents who will not
be able to secure the border, enforce drug
laws, combat violent crime or apprehend fugi-
tives; and

4. thousands of scientists without medical
grants to conduct research to find new treat-
ments and cures for diseases like breast can-
cer and Alzheimer’s.

As a result of the failure to reach a budget
agreement, we now find ourselves facing the
Hobson’s choice of rejecting the Continuing
Resolution now pending which likely will result
in a cessation of government operations or ap-
proving the Continuing Resolution and con-
tinuing adherence to the draconian spending
limits imposed by the Budget Control Act of
2011.

Faced with this dilemma, | reluctantly will
vote for H.R. 719 because in the cir-
cumstances it would be irresponsible to do
otherwise.

H.R. 719 is not perfect—far from it—but it is
a modest and positive step toward preventing
Republicans from shutting down the govern-
ment again and manufacturing crises that only
harm our economy, destroy jobs, and weaken
our middle class.

The government shutdown of 2013, which
was manufactured by the Republican majority
lasted 16 days and cost taxpayers $24 billion.

The cost to federal employees and the peo-
ple they serve cannot be calculated.

Mr. Speaker, as with any compromise there
are some things in the agreement that | sup-
port and some things that | strongly oppose.

For example, | support the provisions in the
Continuing Resolution ensuring that funding
for appropriated entitlements continue at a
rate maintaining program levels under current
law.

| also support the provisions allowing the
State Department, USAID, BBG, and related
agencies to expend funds in the absence of
an authorization, and authorizing continuation
of certain intelligence activities.

| support the provisions in H.R. 719 that
provide $700 million in emergency funding for
government efforts to fight wildfires in Western
states and that give the VA budget flexibility to
finish construction of a facility in Denver.

Finally, | am very pleased that House Re-
publicans have jettisoned any serious efforts
to shut down the government over the obses-
sion with defunding Planned Parenthood and
opposition to women’s reproductive rights.

On the other hand, | am very disappointed
that the Continuing Resolution again misses
the opportunity to reauthorize two critical pro-
grams: the Export-Import Bank and the Land
and Water Conservation Fund.

The Export-lmport Bank provides critical fi-
nancing assistance—at no cost to taxpayers—
to small, medium, and large-sized U.S. busi-
nesses, helping them to create jobs at home
and sell products overseas.

® This “bullet” symbol identifies statements or insertions which are not spoken by a Member of the Senate on the floor.

Matter set in this typeface indicates words inserted or appended, rather than spoken, by a Member of the House on the floor.
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The Land and Water Conservation Fund is
a bipartisan, popular, 50-year program that
uses royalties from federal oil and gas leases
for land acquisition and parks across the
country.

The LWCF program supports more than 6
million U.S. jobs connected with outdoor recre-
ation at no cost to taxpayers.

Without action by Congress, LWCF will ex-
pire on September 30, authorization for the
Ex-Im Bank expired June 30, 2015, and has
been hurting U.S. exporters and workers daily
ever since.

| also strongly disapprove of the rescission
of $1.7 billion from the Children’s Health Insur-
ance Program (CHIP) and the across the
board reduction in funding levels for most pro-
grams and activities from their FY 2015 levels
by 0.21%.

Nevertheless, the agreement allows Con-
gress to keep the federal government open to
serve the American people and gives the Con-
gress and the Administration ten weeks to
reach agreement on a fair and balanced budg-
et that provides the funds for the investments
in human capital and physical infrastructure
needed to maintain American competitiveness
in the global economy of the 21st century.

And one of the most important things we
can do is end the draconian sequestration that
has been in effect since 2011.

Mr. Speaker, to illustrate how strongly | feel
about the need to end sequestration, let me
chronicle the severity of the suffering and pain
inflicted by sequestration on the most vulner-
able residents of Texas and the constituents
that | serve.

Head Start and Early Head Start services
were eliminated or severely impacted with ap-
proximately 4,800 children being impacted
throughout the state of Texas.

Families in my district who rely on Federal
Government programs like Head Start are
hurting.

The pain did not start with the 2013 shut-
down, but with sequestration which hit Head
Start programs for 3 to 4 year olds in the
Houston area hard: $5,341 million cut; 109
Employees cut; 699 Slots for children cut.

Head Start and Early Head Start Programs
were further stressed by the federal govern-
ment shutdown.

My support of Head Start and Early Head
Start is based on what | have seen and heard
about programs like the AVANCE-Houston
Early Head Start program serving parents and
children in the 18th Congressional District.

The AVANCE-Houston Early Head Start is a
program serving low income families in my
Houston Texas District.

| have visited with AVANCE-Houston admin-
istrators many times to get an update on how
low-income families with infants and toddlers
and pregnant women served by the program
were doing.

The AVANCE-Houston Early Head Start’s
mission is simple: AVANCE-Houston works for
healthy prenatal outcomes for pregnant
women, enhances the development of very
young children, and promotes healthy family
functioning.

AVANCE-Houston serves nearly 1,800 chil-
dren city wide; each of these families and their
children are suffering the effects of the se-
questration.

Sequestration has cost AVANCE-Houston
over $842,518 Head Start and Early Head
Start in lost funding and put on hold the head
start on the future our children deserve.
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As | stated, Mr. Speaker, this Continuing
Resolution is not perfect and it only funds the
government until December 11, 2015, but it is
better than the alternative we faced in 2013
when House Republicans shut down the gov-
ernment for 16 days and cost our economy
$24 billion in lost economic productivity.

For that reason, | will vote for H.R. 719 and
renew my call that all members of the House
and Senate work together and with the Presi-
dent to reach agreement on an appropriate
budget framework that ends sequestration but
does not harm our economy or require draco-
nian cuts to middle-class priorities.

MALNUTRITION AWARENESS WEEK
HON. MARCIA L. FUDGE

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 1, 2015

Ms. FUDGE. Mr. Speaker, | rise to bring at-
tention to Malnutrition Awareness Week. | sa-
lute those who fight against this underesti-
mated but very important disease. While we
often talk about hunger, obesity, food insecu-
rity and other topics that deal with what and
how we eat, we do not talk nearly enough
about the common thread that links these
issues together: malnutrition.

Though not commonly viewed as a medical
concern in the U.S., malnutrition is a serious
disease that largely affects certain demo-
graphic groups, such as older adults, hospital-
ized patients and minorities. For example,
older African Americans have a significantly
higher risk of malnutrition compared to their
white counterparts.

A recent study estimated the economic bur-
den of community-based diseases associated
with malnutrition to be $157 billion per year.
Studies have further shown that chronic dis-
ease is often linked with malnutrition, and 1 in
3 patients arrive at our hospitals malnour-
ished. This translates into higher health care
costs, increased readmission rates, and longer
hospital stays. We need real, cost-effective so-
lutions, particularly for those who need care
the most.

We also need more vigilance and action in
the area of good nutrition. Malnutrition screen-
ing, assessment, and appropriate nutritional
interventions for older adults could be vital to
them leading healthier lives and saving on
healthcare costs. We cannot afford to ignore
such low-cost solutions.

September 28 through October 2 has been
designated as Malnutrition Awareness Week.
Hopefully increased awareness about this
problem will lead to healthier aging of citizens
across all our communities.

BOB BRIGGS
HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 1, 2015

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Bob Briggs for
receiving the Jefferson County 2015 Hall of
Fame Award from the West Chamber.

The Hall of Fame Award recognizes out-
standing individuals who have had significant,
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long-lasting impacts through their leadership
and contributions to Jefferson County’s econ-
omy, community and legacy.

As a third-generation Coloradan, Bob
earned a degree from Colorado State Univer-
sity in horticulture. In 1961, Bob founded
Briggs Flower Shop and Garden Center. From
there, Bob became engaged in various com-
munity and political activities in Jefferson
County, such as serving as Adams County
Commissioner.

As Commissioner, he helped prevent the
expansion of Stapleton Airport on to the Rocky
Mountain Arsenal which ultimately led to the
construction of Denver International Airport
(DIA). Bob also served as President of Adams
County Economic Development for three
years. During his tenure, he helped in efforts
to secure the South West Mall and build the
Front Range Airport. Bob went on to be elect-
ed as a Council Member for Westminster in
2007.

Bob’s extracurricular work also had tremen-
dous impacts including his work on the board
of the Butterfly Pavilion where he helped
spearhead the City Wide Trail system, a sys-
tem that is responsible for 15 percent of West-
minster's open space today. Bob also served
as a board member of the Regional Transpor-
tation District where he approved the project
ideas that became FasTracks, TREX, and
Union Station Light Rail station.

Congratulations to Bob Briggs for this well-
deserved honor by the West Chamber. | am
grateful for his contributions to Jefferson
County.

——————

IN COMMEMORATION OF THE 100TH
ANNIVERSARY OF THE CUM-
BERLAND COUNTY ASSOCIATION
OF TOWNSHIP OFFICIALS

HON. LOU BARLETTA

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 1, 2015

Mr. BARLETTA. Mr. Speaker, it is my honor
to help commemorate the 100th anniversary of
the establishment of the Cumberland County
Association of Township Officials. Over the
past century, the organization has consistently
endeavored to advance the interests of Cum-
berland County’s 18 townships and has dili-
gently served my constituents.

First established in 1915, the organization
continues to provide an arena for the discus-
sion of issues of local and regional impor-
tance. Furthermore, the association serves
over 400 township officials in Cumberland
County by hosting informational conferences,
offering training opportunities, and advocating
for its members at the county, state, and fed-
eral levels. Most importantly, the organization
helps a range of supervisors, managers, sec-
retaries, treasurers, tax collectors, and audi-
tors develop a better understanding of the
rights and duties of township officials—an in-
valuable educational service.

Mr. Speaker, it is my pleasure to recognize
the Cumberland County Association of Town-
ship Officials as it celebrates its 100th anniver-
sary. | am incredibly grateful for this commu-
nity organization that strives every day to en-
sure the future stability and prosperity of Cum-
berland County.
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IN RECOGNITION OF DIANE
CALLAHAN

HON. MICHAEL C. BURGESS

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 1, 2015

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Ms. Diane Callahan, who is retiring after
15 dedicated years of public service in High-
land Village. The city has benefited immeas-
urably from her unfaltering precision, unfailing
commitment, and unwavering devotion to the
residents she serves.

Ms. Callahan began serving the City of
Highland Village in 2000 as an administrative
secretary. She performed zealously in this role
by compiling meticulous reports and utilizing
her comprehensive knowledge of city policy to
the benefit of constituents and businesses
alike. In 2008, after several years of ardent
work and study she earned her Texas Reg-
istered Municipal Clerk certification. In 2011,
Ms. Callahan was appointed City Secretary of
Highland Village. In large part due to her ef-
forts, the City of Highland Village has operated
efficiently and reliably, thereby solidifying the
quality of life residents of the city have come
to enjoy.

Ms. Callahan had an extensive breadth of
duties as Highland Village’s City Secretary.
She was responsible for keeping all seven
council members informed on city events and
developments as well as maintaining city ordi-
nances, coordinating municipal and special
elections, and responding in a timely manner
to public information requests. Ms. Callahan
performed these duties with sterling customer
service.

In 2014, Ms. Callahan attained the title of
Certified Municipal Clerk, an award distributed
by the International Institute of Municipal
Clerks, in recognition of her vast experience
and attendance at an exhaustive number of
educational programs. Additionally, Ms. Cal-
lahan was honored by the North Texas Munic-
ipal Clerks Association as the 2015 Municipal
Clerk of the Year. This most recent achieve-
ment is a testimony to the professional reputa-
tion she has built with her commitment to ex-
cellence.

As Ms. Callahan retires, she is highly es-
teemed by her colleagues and the community
she has served for 15 years, and she will be
greatly missed. It is my privilege to honor such
an outstanding citizen and serve the City of
Highland Village in the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives.

JAMES E. DALE
HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 1, 2015

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud James E.
Dale for receiving the Golden Mayor's Award
for Excellence.

The Golden Mayor's Award for Excellence
recognizes organizations, businesses and indi-
viduals that significantly contribute to the
wellbeing and improvement of the City of
Golden.

Jim has served on the Citizens’ Budget Ad-
visory Committee and the Golden Planning
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Commission. He was a founding member of
the Sustainability Taskforce, and he currently
serves on the Citizens Sustainability Advisory
Board and the Golden Visitors Center Board.
Additionally, he supports the Golden History
Museum, Landmarks Association, Foothills Art
Center, Miners Alley Playhouse and Colorado
Cowboy Gathering.

| congratulate James E. Dale for being the
recipient of this well-deserved honor by Mayor
Marjorie Sloan, and | thank him for his contin-
ued commitment to the City of Golden.

———

HONORING TAIWAN’S 104TH
NATIONAL DAY

HON. SCOTT GARRETT

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 1, 2015

Mr. GARRETT. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Taiwan’s 104th National Day on Oc-
tober 10th, also known as Double Ten Day.

Both the United States and Taiwan share
the belief that remembering our countries’ her-
itage is critical to forging a path to a better to-
morrow. Only a few decades ago, Taiwan was
an authoritarian state. Yet today, presidents
and legislators are elected through a peaceful,
democratic process. | applaud Taiwan for
cherishing these liberties rather than taking
them for granted.

The United States has been a close ally of
Taiwan for many years, and our friendship is
solidified by our core set of shared values.
Justice, rule of law, human rights, and free-
dom of the press are treasured by people in
both the United States and Taiwan. Further-
more, Taiwan is an important security and
economic partner of the United States.

As a member of the Congressional Taiwan
Caucus, | am pleased to see Taiwan’s admis-
sion to the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation
group and World Trade Organization, as well
as Taiwan’s observer status at the World
Health Organization. However, Taiwan and its
23 million people are still not fully represented
in the United Nations. It is vital for the United
States to continue to stand with Taiwan by
supporting its meaningful participation in inter-
national bodies. This is why | have introduced
H. Con. Res. 76, which supports Taiwan’s full
membership in the United Nations. | urge my
colleagues in Congress to join me in sup-
porting Taiwan’s full and equal membership in
the United Nations and other international or-
ganizations.

| would again like to congratulate the people
of Taiwan on their 104th National Day. This
anniversary is a time to remember the sac-
rifices of the past and to look ahead to a
promising future.

————

IN VENERATION OF RETIRED
MAJOR JOHN SPARKS

HON. DAVID SCOTT

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 1, 2015

Mr. DAVID SCOTT of Georgia. Mr. Speaker,
| rise today to pay tribute to the accomplish-
ments of the retired Major John Sparks. Major
Sparks is a trailblazer for the African American
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community, with a career that spans fifty-
seven years and three very different indus-
tries.

Major Sparks joined the U.S. Marine Corps
in 1954. After finishing first in his Drill Instruc-
tor School in San Diego, Major Sparks went
on to serve his country in the Vietham War.
He was one of two African Americans to re-
ceive Battlefield Commission. Furthermore,
Major Sparks continued to make strides as a
service man when he was the first African
American officer to be chosen to command
Marines aboard a ship. Despite facing perva-
sive racism and segregation, John Sparks
climbed the ranks of the US Marine Corps
until he retired as a Major in 1978.

With the asset of military training and serv-
ice, Major Sparks joined the business world.
After serving in the Marine Corps for over
twenty years, he worked as Director of Edu-
cational Training at IBM for twenty years. Not
done giving back to his community, Major
Sparks subsequently taught at Booker T.
Washington high school for thirteen years be-
fore retiring.

Major Sparks has spent his professional ca-
reer educating, leading and serving the Amer-
ican people in a number of different industries.
There is much that can be said about Major
Sparks’ diverse career. He undoubtedly
opened doors for those that served after him
in the armed services. He has helped educate
and inspire both young minds and young pro-
fessionals. He has been not only a leader in
the military but also within his own community.

Mr. Speaker, | rise today to not only honor
the impressive achievements of this man, but
also to commend his compassionate contribu-
tions to my Congressional district and to the
great State of Georgia. | ask my colleagues to
join me in honoring this distinguished indi-
vidual.

——
RECOGNIZING MR. JOSEPH
SCIAME, RECIPIENT OF THE
SONS OF ITALY’S 2015

GUGLIELMO MARCONI AWARD

HON. KATHLEEN M. RICE

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 1, 2015

Miss RICE of New York. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today in recognition of Mr. Joseph Sciame, a
resident of New Hyde Park, New York and
life-long public servant who recently received
the Sons of ltaly’s 2015 Guglielmo Marconi
Award, which is presented biennially to an
ltalian American who has made significant
contributions to the United States.

Mr. Sciame is truly deserving of this honor,
as he has worked tirelessly throughout his life
to serve others and strengthen the commu-
nities in which he lives and works. Mr. Sciame
currently serves as Vice President of Commu-
nity Relations at St. John’s University, the
largest Catholic university in the United States.
As a St. John’s alumnus and university admin-
istrator for three decades, Mr. Sciame has
truly dedicated his life to serving the school
and its surrounding community. He also
serves as a board member of the Jamaica
and Staten Island Chambers of Commerce,
the Kupferberg Holocaust Center, and the Boy
Scouts of America, and chairs the Board of
Ethics of the Town of North Hempstead. Mr.
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Sciame is the former Chairman of the National
Association of Student Aid Administrators, and
has long been active in the field of financial
aid and higher education, both in New York
and nationwide.

As a proud and active Italian American, Mr.
Sciame’s commitment to public service ex-
tends beyond St. John’s University. He cur-
rently serves as Chairman of the Conference
of Presidents of Major Italian American Orga-
nizations and was the former National and
State President and Foundation Trustee of the
Sons of ltaly, the largest and oldest ltalian
American fraternal organization.

| would like to congratulate Mr. Sciame on
receiving the 2015 Guglielmo Marconi Award,
the Sons of ltaly’s highest honor, and thank
him for his service to our district and country.
Mr. Sciame is a testament to the valuable con-
tributions that Italian Americans have made to
the United States throughout our history, and
it is a tremendous honor to count him among
my constituents.

——————

JOHN TRACY

HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 1, 2015

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud John Tracy for
receiving the Jefferson County 2015 Hall of
Fame Award from the West Chamber.

The Hall of Fame Award recognizes out-
standing individuals who have had significant,
long-lasting impacts through their leadership
and contributions to Jefferson County’s econ-
omy, community and legacy.

John Tracy has shown a lifelong dedication
to the Jefferson County community. John’s ex-
tensive involvement in three local Chambers
of Commerce—Golden, West and Wheat
Ridge—has helped to bring in new members,
create new community events, and support
economic development in the region.

For the past ten years, John has served on
the Jefferson County Business Lobby and the
Lakewood Legacy Foundation. He has also
held positions with the Golden Chamber
Downtown Merchants and Golden Good Gov-
ernment League for more than 20 years. In
addition, John helped found both the
Applewood Business Association and the
Wheat Ridge Business Association.

Currently, John owns his own publishing
company, John Tracy Publishing. In 2011, the
City of Golden awarded John with the ‘Golden
Living Landmark Award’ for his exceptional
and diverse involvement in the community.
Additionally, he has been recognized with
Golden Rotary’s ‘Service Above Self’ award
and the Golden Chamber’s ‘Charlie O’Brien
Award.’

Congratulations to John Tracy for this well-
deserved honor by the West Chamber. | am
grateful for his contributions to Jefferson
County.
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HONORING MALAKOFF
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

HON. JEB HENSARLING

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 1, 2015

Mr. HENSARLING. Mr. Speaker, today |
would like to honor Malakoff Elementary
School of the Malakoff Independent School
District from the Fifth Congressional District of
Texas for excellence in education. Malakoff El-
ementary School was named to the United
States Department of Education’s 2015 Blue
Ribbon Schools Program, which: “recognizes
public and private elementary, middle, and
high schools where students perform at very
high levels or where significant improvements
are being made in students’ levels of aca-
demic achievement.”

Malakoff Elementary School’'s performance
illustrates the commitment and dedication of
the school board, administrators, teachers,
and staff who provide students with a quality
education. The school district, parents, stu-
dents, and community should be applauded
for this achievement.

Mr. Speaker, as the representative for the
Fifth Congressional District of Texas, | would
like to commend Malakoff Elementary School
for their continued educational achievements.

———————

NATIONAL DAY OF THE REPUBLIC
OF CHINA

HON. JOHN SHIMKUS

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 1, 2015

Mr. SHIMKUS. Mr. Speaker, October 10th is
the national day of the Republic of China (Tai-
wan). This day commemorates the launch of
the Wuchang Uprising of 1911, which in turn
led to the establishment of the Republic of
China (Taiwan) on January 1, 1912. As the
United States and Taiwan share a close rela-
tionship, | would like to take this opportunity to
wish the people of Taiwan a very Happy Dou-
ble Ten Day.

The relationship between the United States
and Taiwan is both deep and longstanding,
and encompass areas including security, cul-
ture, and trade. Taiwan is the 10th largest
trading partner for the U.S., while the U.S. is
Taiwan’s largest foreign investor. In 2014,
24% of Taiwan’s total agricultural imports
came from the U.S. Since 1993, Taiwan has
been the 7th largest overseas market for U.S.
agricultural exports. In 2014, Taiwan imported
nearly $3.5 billion of U.S. agricultural products,
up 10 percent from the previous year, making
Taiwan one of the world’s largest consumers
for U.S. agricultural products on a per capita
basis. | am pleased that the 2015 Taiwan Ag-
ricultural Trade Goodwill Mission just com-
pleted a successful visit to the United States
including my home state of lllinois.

Taiwan also has proven its leadership in the
global arena through its commitment to de-
mocracy, by contributing to international devel-
opment and humanitarian missions, and
through bold diplomatic initiatives such as
President Ma’s East China Sea Peace Initia-
tive and his South China Sea Peace Initiative,
which seek to reduce tensions in those dis-
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puted waters. As a result of these efforts, a
challenging world is in many ways a better
place. | offer my thanks to Taiwan for their
commitment democracy and stability in Asia
and my best wishes to their people they ob-
serve and celebrate Double Ten Day.

EMMY DIMITROFF

HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 1, 2015

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Emmy
Dimitroff for receiving the Golden Mayor’s
Award for Excellence.

The Golden Mayor's Award for Excellence
recognizes organizations, businesses and indi-
viduals that significantly contribute to the
wellbeing and improvement of the City of
Golden.

Raised and schooled in Golden, Emmy has
become a community leader through her six
years of service on the Parks and Recreation
Advisory Board, her work at the Clear Creek
History Park and her leadership in Mitchell El-
ementary School’s Environmental Learning for
the Future. Additionally, she is a substitute
teacher in the Jefferson County School Sys-
tem.

| congratulate Emmy Dimitroff for being the
recipient of this well-deserved honor by Mayor
Marjorie Sloan, and | thank Emmy for her con-
tinued commitment to the people and families
of Golden.

————

NATIONAL DAY OF THE REPUBLIC
OF CHINA (TAIWAN)

HON. BARRY LOUDERMILK

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 1, 2015

Mr. LOUDERMILK. Mr. Speaker, as Amer-
ica joins in the celebration of the National Day
of the Republic of China (Taiwan), it is reflec-
tive of the strong relationship between Taiwan
and the United States.

Located in a challenging regional environ-
ment, Taiwan has manifested its representa-
tive democracy as they strive to ensure a sta-
ble, strong government. Their thriving econ-
omy demonstrates their disciplined pursuit in
fostering freedom and moral principles within
their borders. The people of Taiwan are de-
voted to principles of liberty and self-govern-
ance, and they display a remarkable work
ethic within their communities.

Since the Taiwan Relations Act (TRA),
signed in December of 1978, the United
States stands with Taiwan, seeking to help
maintain their peace and security. Marked by
the TRA, America will continue to provide suf-
ficient self-defense capabilities for Taiwan, in
order to safeguard their homeland.

Taiwan has proven to be a generous con-
tributor to global efforts in fighting against dis-
ease and illness, and has been heavily in-
volved in humanitarian assistance. They aided
West Africa when faced with the Ebola out-
break, they provided Latin America and the
Caribbean region training in preparedness and
response for emergency situations, and they
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have responded to crises by delivering pre-
fabricated shelters and disaster relief to nu-
merous countries. They even charitably do-
nated $1 million towards a memorial for Presi-
dent Eisenhower on the National Mall in
Washington, DC. Their involvement in world-
wide affairs shows their genuine care and con-
cern for America and our neighbors across the
globe.

The United States is committed to sup-
porting Taiwan and remaining their ally, and
will help them in their efforts to pursue free-
dom and democracy.

———

HONORING THE SERVICE AND SAC-
RIFICE OF DEPUTY SHERIFF
WILLIAM “BILL” MYERS

HON. JEFF MILLER

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 1, 2015

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, it is
with both profound sadness and deep grati-
tude that | pay tribute to Deputy Sheriff Wil-
liam Myers, of the Okaloosa County, Florida
Sheriff’'s Office, who gave his life in the line of
duty on September 22, 2015. Deputy Myers
served our Nation and the Okaloosa Sheriff’s
Office with honor and distinction, and | am
humbled to recognize his service and selfless
sacrifice.

Deputy Sheriff William “Bill” Myers dedi-
cated his life to serving his country. He faith-
fully served in the United States Air Force for
20 years, during which he was awarded the
Meritorious Service Medal. After he left the
military, Deputy Myers worked as a part-time
Officer with the Valparaiso Police Department.
In December 1989, he joined the Okaloosa
County Sheriff's Office as a Deputy Sheriff
serving the local Northwest Florida community.
During his tenure, he served in the Patrol Divi-
sion, Court Security, and the Traffic Unit. Dep-
uty Myers retired from the Okaloosa County
Sheriff's Department on November 30, 2013
with 25 years of service, but continued his
work with the agency as a volunteer. In Janu-
ary of this year, Deputy Myers returned to the
Sheriff’'s Office as a part-time Deputy in Judi-
cial Process. Upon serving a Domestic Vio-
lence Injunction on Tuesday, September 22,
2015, the suspect who was expected to turn
over his firearms, instead opened fire, fatally
injuring Deputy Myers.

Through his military service and his law en-
forcement career, Deputy Myers made a
choice to stand up and serve his country and
community. There is no greater honor than to
serve and protect the lives of your fellow man
at the risk of your own. Deputy Myers exempli-
fied the dedication to service and courage that
is needed to make that decision and put on
the uniform. As a law enforcement officer,
Deputy Myers put himself in danger each and
every day to protect and serve our community.
We all entrust our lives to law enforcement of-
ficers because we know that when faced with
serious criminal threats, they are trained to act
quickly and effectively to neutralize the threat
and protect civilian lives. We all pray that our
officers do not have to confront a serious
armed threat, but we sleep well at night know-
ing that if necessary they stand ready to pro-
tect and defend our community, even if that
means making the ultimate sacrifice.
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In addition to his successful career and un-
wavering leadership in his community, Deputy
Myers will be remembered as a dedicated offi-
cer and a man full of integrity and kindness.
To his family and friends, he will always be re-
membered as a loving husband, father, and
grandfather.

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of a grateful commu-
nity and Nation, | am humbled to honor the
service and sacrifice of this local hero. My wife
Vicki and | offer our sincere condolences to
his wife, Jan; sons, Sean, Eric, and Adam;
and the entire Myers family. May God bless
them and all members of our Nation’s law en-
forcement community.

GRETCHEN CERVENY
HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 1, 2015

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Gretchen
Cerveny for receiving the Jefferson County
2015 Hall of Fame Award from the West
Chamber.

The Hall of Fame Award recognizes out-
standing individuals who have had significant,
long-lasting impacts through their leadership
and contributions to Jefferson County’s econ-
omy, community and legacy.

Gretchen started her career as a physical
therapist and served as the president of the
American  Physical Therapy Association
(APTA) Colorado chapter. Her work in this
area received several awards, including the
Bob Doctor Service Award from the Colorado
Chapter of the APTA, Outstanding Physical
Therapist of the Year from the APTA (1980),
and a recognition from Lutheran Medical Cen-
ter for her twenty-five years of service, some
of which as the Physical Therapist Department
Head (1976—-1994).

In 1997, Gretchen was elected Mayor of
Wheat Ridge where she participated in groups
such as the Colorado Municipal League, Stra-
tegic Visioning Committee, Juvenile Justice
Committee, Transportation Committee, and
Tax Policy Committee, among others. She
worked extensively with the Senior Resource
Center (SRC) and helped to reauthorize the
Older Americans Act. Her efforts as Mayor
have been recognized by the Denver Regional
Council of Governments and the National As-
sociation of Parliamentarians.

Gretchen spent five years on the Colorado
Commission on Aging and remains involved
with the SRC. Gretchen also serves on the
Jefferson County Aging Well Committee and is
an active member of the Wheat Ridge Busi-
ness Association.

Congratulations to Gretchen Cerveny for
this well-deserved honor by the West Cham-
ber. | am grateful for her contributions to Jef-
ferson County.

———

HONORING HAITI RURAL ELECTRIC
COOPERATIVE LINEMEN

HON. BILLY LONG

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, October 1, 2015

Mr. LONG. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
honor of 7 volunteer electric linemen from
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White River Valley in Branson, Missouri, who
traveled to Haiti this June and August to help
provide sustainable seven-day-a-week electric
service to Haitians.

Cory Brandon Sanders, Raymond Roy, Wil-
liam Gyger, Wiliam Marr, Matthew Maggard,
Mark Visnosky, and Jacob Kennedy donated
their time and talents as part of the National
Rural Electric Cooperative Association’s
(NRECA) Haiti Rural Electric Cooperative
(HREC) program.

This project is the first formal privately
owned and operated distribution utility in the
country, which intends to demonstrate the fea-
sibility of solar-diesel hybrid power generation
for isolated rural mini-grids. The goal that
these men worked toward making 1,600 con-
nections within a grid to unite the underserved
Haitian communes of Roche-a-Bateau,
Coteaux, and Port-a-Piment.

Mr. Speaker, these 7 selfless linemen from
Southwest Missouri deserve our thanks and
recognition for their dedication to the HREC’s
noble goal of bringing affordable and reliable
power to the southern coast of Haiti. Stories
like theirs make me ever-prouder to serve Mis-
souri’'s Seventh Congressional District.

———————

REAUTHORIZE THE LAND AND
WATER CONSERVATION FUND

HON. RON KIND

OF WISCONSIN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 1, 2015

Mr. KIND. Mr. Speaker, | am here today to
speak out in favor of reauthorizing the Land
and Water Conservation Fund. As you know,
the Land and Water Conservation Fund was
established fifty years ago and has since be-
come our nation’s most successful conserva-
tion program—all without spending a single
dime of taxpayer dollars. | wish to show my
strong support for reauthorization of the Land
and Water Conservation Fund.

The Land and Water Conservation Fund is
a crucial component of our nation’s conserva-
tion initiatives. As an avid hunter and out-
doorsman, | believe that preserving our na-
tion’s natural treasures for future generations
is a responsibility that we must take seriously.
Not only is stewardship of our lands the right
thing to do, but it's also a sound investment.
We know that every dollar spent acquiring
LWCF land creates a return of four dollars to
local communities. Outdoor recreation activi-
ties contribute significantly to our national and
state economies. In my home state of Wis-
consin, outdoor recreational activities con-
tribute over $9.7 billion to our state economy
each year.

The Land and Water Conservation Fund
has helped to create outdoor recreation oppor-
tunities for each and every state. Wisconsin
has received $211 milion to fund such
projects as the Chequamegon-Nicolet National
Forest, the Lower St. Croix National Scenic
River, and the Ice Age National Scenic Trail,
where the Land and Water Conservation Fund
participated in a highly successful public-pri-
vate partnership to preserve additional sec-
tions of the trail. LWCF’s grant programs have
also allowed state and local governments to
decide which conservation programs work
best for them. The Land and Water Conserva-
tion Fund’s highly successful grant program
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matches federal dollars with state and local
contributions to ensure a cooperative ap-
proach to conserving our nation’s environ-
ment. In Wisconsin, the LWCF has contributed
$3,675,681 to match state and local conserva-
tion projects and to help us preserve Wiscon-
sin’s beautiful outdoors.

For the past fifty years, the Land and Water
Conservation Fund has played an integral role
in achieving our nation’s conservation goals. |
urge my colleagues to support reauthorization
of the Land and Water Conservation Fund so
that we can continue to protect our wildlife,
create opportunities and access to public
lands for sportsmen and women, and provide
economic benefits to our state and local com-
munities.

PREMIUM PANELS, INC.

HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 1, 2015

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize Premium Panels Inc. in Ar-
vada, Colorado for being honored by Colorado
Companies to Watch (CCTW).

CCTW is a unique awards program that rec-
ognizes and celebrates the contribution and
innovation of diverse second-stage companies
that exemplify strong management and com-
munity service involvement. While there are
many outstanding companies in Colorado,
Premium Panels Inc. was chosen based on
their positive impact on economic growth in
the region.

Premium Panels began in 2000 as a sin-
gular operation in Arvada, Colorado with Jeff
Patch at the helm. Today, the company has
approximately 34 employees and has grown to
be a leader in metal roofing panels for com-
mercial and residential roofing.

The spirit of the Premium Panels organiza-
tion is fueled by strong company values of in-
tegrity, respect, customer satisfaction, and
education. They are strong advocates for the
roofing industry. Through volunteerism with
the Colorado Roofers Association, Premium
Panels helps educate roofers on safety meas-
ures and new and improved installation meth-
ods.

| congratulate Premium Panels Inc. and all
of their employees for being recognized as a
Colorado Company to Watch. | am proud of
the service they provide our community and
am certain their service will continue to benefit
the roofing industry and our communities for
decades to come.

RECOGNIZING EDWARD SORGE
HON. DANIEL M. DONOVAN, JR.

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 1, 2015

Mr. DONOVAN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the untiring dedication of Staten Is-
land’s Edward Sorge in his service to the com-
munity.

Born on October 6, 1934, Edward has re-
mained a lifelong Staten Islander. After grad-
uating from New Dorp High School in 1952,
Ed’s patriotism led him to enlist in the U.S. Air
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Force, where he served his country honorably.
In addition to his love of country was his love
of golf. It goes without saying that as a two-
time Staten Island Amateur Golf Champion, he
certainly knows his way around the greens.

After his service in the Air Force, Ed be-
came a PGA Professional at Silver Lake Golf
Course, where he served for over 20 years.
Among his former students there include PGA
Tour Member Bill Britton and Staten Island
Amateur and Classic champions Pete Meurer,
Rod Stilwell, and Ed Sorge, Jr. After leaving
Silver Lake Golf Course in 1988, Ed continued
his work as a PGA Professional for an addi-
tional 20 years, conducting numerous junior
golf clinics.

Since 2009, Ed has volunteered with sev-
eral charitable organizations in his community.
He has devoted his time at myriad golf events
to raise money for charity by directing clinics
before the shotgun starts and participating in
“Beat the Pro” competitions on a par three
hole during the rounds. Alongside his devotion
to volunteering, Ed’s goal as a PGA profes-
sional is to make the game of golf enjoyable
for everyone.

Mr. Speaker, Edward Sorge’s dedication to
charity and improving his community is the es-
sence of the model Staten Islander. | thank
him for all of his great work and | am proud
to honor this great American from New York’s
11th District.

—————

CONGRATULATING THE HOYT LI-
BRARY OF SAGINAW ON THEIR
125TH ANNIVERSARY

HON. DANIEL T. KILDEE

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 1, 2015

Mr. KILDEE. Mr. Speaker, | ask the United
States House of Representatives to join me in
recognizing the Hoyt Library on the occasion
of their 125th year of continuous service. It
stands today as a shining example of a beau-
tiful, historic, and functional modern library.

In 1890, The Saginaw Evening News de-
clared the Hoyt Library “a noble institution”
and “the pride of all Saginawians.” The library
was a gift to the people of Saginaw from New
York businessman Jesse Hoyt (1815 through
1882), who had real estate and lumber inter-
ests in the Saginaw Valley. Hoyt's will set
aside $100,000 for a public library in East
Saginaw. After a national competition among
leading architects, the Hoyt Trust chose the
Boston architectural firm of Van Brunt and
Howe. When the Richardsonian Romanesque
style building was completed it exemplified
modern library construction. The present build-
ing includes a 1921 addition by Edward Tilton
of New York and a 1960 addition by Frederick
E. Wigen Architects of Saginaw.

Harriet Ames, the first librarian at Hoyt, was
a Boston scholar and a pioneer in librarianship
who brought her passion for good books and
reading to a commercial Midwestern boom-
town. She served Saginaw for over 30 years
and brought cultural and educational advance-
ment not just to Saginaw, but to the entire
state of Michigan through her dedication to
scholarly pursuits.

Sparked by Ms. Ames, the Hoyt Library re-
mains a fixture in the cultural and educational
realm in Michigan. It is home to one of the
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premier Local History and Genealogy collec-
tions in Michigan and the greater Midwest.
Hoyt Library has served as a government doc-
uments depository for all 125 years of oper-
ation. Beyond its historically significant ar-
chives and up-to-date print collections, the Li-
brary provides meeting spaces and quiet read-
ing nooks along with internet access com-
puters and Wi-Fi for today’s technologically
savvy library users. The library staff remains
dedicated to providing professional library pro-
grams and services to all who enter.

Mr. Speaker, | applaud the work done by
the Hoyt Library in Saginaw and thank them
for the service they have provided to the city
of Saginaw.

CHRISTIAN ACTION GUILD
HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 1, 2015

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud the Christian
Action Guild (CAG) for receiving the Golden
Mayor’'s Award for Excellence.

The Golden Mayor's Award for Excellence
recognizes organizations, businesses and indi-
viduals that significantly contribute to the
wellbeing and improvement of the City of
Golden.

For 49 years, the Christian Action Guild has
provided food, clothing and financial assist-
ance to Golden residents in need. Each
month, CAG serves over 400 at-risk Golden
families, individuals and members of the
homeless community, providing personal prod-
ucts, canned goods, and fresh food items.

| congratulate the Christian Action Guild for
being the recipient of this well-deserved honor
by Mayor Marjorie Sloan and | thank all the
members of the CAG for their continued com-
mitment to the people and families they serve.

———

COMMEMORATING NATIONAL DAY
OF THE REPUBLIC OF CHINA

HON. LEONARD LANCE

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 1, 2015

Mr. LANCE. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
commemorate the National Day of the Repub-
lic of China and to highlight the close relation-
ship between Taiwan and the United States of
America. October 10th marks the anniversary
of the creation of the Republic of China in
1912. National Day celebrates Taiwanese de-
mocracy, its culture and its accomplished peo-
ple and this occasion provides the United
States an opportunity to celebrate our great
ally.

As a leader in the Asia Pacific region, Tai-
wan has experienced incredible economic
growth and stability throughout its history. With
a population of over 23 million people and a
trillion dollar GDP, Taiwan has proved to be
one of Asia’s economic engines. The Tai-
wanese economy has maintained an impres-
sive economic growth rate and has risen to be
the 10th-largest trade partner of the United
States. Taiwan continues to be an example to
other economies around the world.
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The friendship between our two Nations has
been mutually prosperous since we joined in
unity in the Pacific Theatre in World War II.
With this year marking 70 years since the end
of the War, our Nation should reflect on how
this unique alliance has had such a positive
impact on both countries.

The trust and respect built between our two
Nations since that time have resulted in tre-
mendous technology innovation and global re-
sources integration. The cooperation between
Taiwan and the United States has enabled the
two countries to enhance each others
strengths and nurture industries that create
jobs and opportunities for both nations.

The cooperation between Taiwan and the
United States should be a global model for ci-
vility, respect, prosperity and peace.

Mr. Speaker, on National Day we are all re-
minded how strategically important our mutu-
ally respectful relationship has been for the
Republic of China and the United States.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. BETTY McCOLLUM

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 1, 2015

Ms. MCCOLLUM. Mr. Speaker, last week |
attended my son’s wedding in Japan causing
me to miss the Pope’s historic address to
Congress as well as votes on September 24
and 25, 2015.

Had | been present, | would have voted in
support of the following bills and amendments.

1. H.R. 322

2. Lowenthal Amendment to H.R. 348
. Grijalva Amendment to H.R. 348
. Gallego Amendment to H.R. 348
. Jackson Lee Amendment #1 to H.R. 348
. Dingell Amendment to H.R. 348
. Jackson Lee Amendment #2 to H.R. 348
Peters/Polis/Lowenthal/Lieu  Amendment
to H.R. 348

9. Johnson (GA) Amendment to H.R. 348

10. Democratic Motion to Recommit H.R.
348

Had | been present | would have voted in
opposition to the following bills and amend-
ments.

1. Gosar Amendment to H.R. 348

2. Final Passage of H.R. 348

ONOUIAW

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. KEVIN BRADY

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 1, 2015

Mr. BRADY of Texas. Mr. Speaker, on roll-
call No. 528, had | been present, | would have
voted no.

SAL AND GAIL GLESSER
HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, October 1, 2015

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Sal and Galil
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Glesser, the founders and owners of Spyderco
Knives for receiving the Golden Mayor’s
Award for Excellence.

The Golden Mayor's Award for Excellence
recognizes organizations, businesses and indi-
viduals that significantly contribute to the
wellbeing and improvement of the City of
Golden.

The Glessers founded Spyderco in 1978
and have expanded their company into a mul-
timillion-dollar business, employing more than
80 people in their new facility. Sal and Galil
contribute to the Golden community through
their support of local events and organizations
such as the USA Pro Challenge, the Jeffco
Innovator’s Workshop, Foothills Art Center, the
local Alzheimer's Chapter, the Parkinson’s
Foundation, and the Pink Fire Trucks program.
Additionally, Spyderco has raised tons of food
and product donations through employee food
drives.

| congratulate Sal and Gail Glesser for
being the recipients of this well-deserved
honor by Mayor Marjorie Sloan, and | thank
them for their continued commitment to the
people and families of Golden.

—

RECOGNIZING THELMA FAGIN
HYMAN

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON

OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 1, 2015

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
ask the House of Representatives to join me
in recognizing Thelma Fagin Hyman, who de-
voted her professional life to teaching in the
segregated school system of the District of
Columbia and who continued teaching for
years after the historic U.S. Supreme Court
decision in Brown v. Board of Education
ended segregation in the District and else-
where.

The Dunbar Senior High School class of
1955, which celebrates its 60th anniversary
this year, particularly thanks Ms. Hyman for
her dedication as a teacher and recognizes
her as a mentor of the class of 1955.

Thelma Fagin Hyman was born January 29,
1917, at Freeman’s Hospital (now Howard
University Hospital) and educated in District of
Columbia public schools. She received her
Bachelor of Science from Howard University
and her Master of Arts from Columbia Univer-
sity. Before returning to Dunbar High School in
1946, Ms. Hyman taught physical education at
Cardozo High School and Turner Jr. High
School in D.C. She remained at Dunbar until
she retired in 1964. She was married to Vin-
cent Fagin for 38 years until his death. Later,
she married Harold Hyman.

Ms. Hyman taught physical education to
many students in the Dunbar class of 1955.
She personified the excellence and dedication
Dunbar teachers brought to their work. The
class of 1955 believes it most appropriate to
recognize one of its outstanding teachers as
the class celebrates its 60th anniversary. At
98, Thelma Fagin Hyman is as lively today as
she was as a teacher at Dunbar.

Along with the class of 1955, | ask the
House of Representatives to join me in com-
mending Thelma Fagin Hyman for her dedica-
tion as a teacher in the District of Columbia
public schools, particularly at Dunbar High
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School, and as a mentor of the Dunbar class
of 1955.

———

THE CENTENNIAL OF CONGREGA-
TION BETH SHALOM RODFE
ZEDEK

HON. JOE COURTNEY

OF CONNECTICUT
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 1, 2015

Mr. COURTNEY. Mr. Speaker, today | rise
to congratulate the entire Congregation Beth
Shalom Rodfe Zedek on their 100th year of
providing a place for spiritual growth and gath-
ering to the Jewish community in Chester and
the surrounding area. This Congregation has
grown from two small groups of farmers who
more than a century ago sought a place to
gather and worship, to a thriving community
and religious center that is a cornerstone of
my Congressional district.

In the 1800s, Jews in Connecticut primarily
worshiped in small minyans in their homes.
But as the Jewish community in our region
grew, leaders sought larger, public places to
worship. In the mid-1990s, Temple Beth Sha-
lom and Congregation Rodfe Zedek merged to
become the community that exists today. The
building in which they hold services is also a
testament to their creativity and collaboration.
The new, permanent home for the congrega-
tion is the result of work by artist Sol LeWitt
and local architect Stephen Lloyd. The syna-
gogue pays homage to tradition, made with
wooden beams in the style of old eastern Eu-
ropean synagogues—many of which were de-
stroyed in the Holocaust. It is this commitment
to history—and an eye towards the future—
that will continue to sustain this congregation
for years to come.

| now ask my colleagues to join me in con-
gratulating Beth Shalom Rodfe Zedek on 100
years of community and congregation, and
wish them all the best for the next century of
Jewish life in eastern Connecticut.

——————

HUNGER AND MALNUTRITION
HON. MICHELLE LUJAN GRISHAM

OF NEW MEXICO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 1, 2015

Ms. MICHELLE LUJAN GRISHAM of New
Mexico. Mr. Speaker, hunger and malnutrition
affect millions of Americans every day. | have
witnessed this in my home state of New Mex-
ico, which has some of the highest hunger
rates in the country. These rates are espe-
cially high among vulnerable populations, such
as children and seniors. Many working families
have to rely on food banks and church-spon-
sored meal programs to put food on the table.
Often times, these families live in food deserts
and cannot access affordable and healthy
foods, which puts them at risk of becoming
malnourished.

Nearly 16 million American children face
hunger, and most of the food they receive is
not considered healthy; rather, their parents
are more inclined to buy the most affordable
food available. The lack of access to healthy
food hurts a child’s development, including
physical and mental health, academic achieve-
ment and future economic prosperity.
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Seniors are among the most physically vul-
nerable to hunger. They face unique nutritional
requirements, medical conditions and mobility
restrictions. In addition to the lack of access to
nutritious foods, many seniors are not able to
absorb certain foods, compromising their
health and putting them at risk for increased
long-term care and hospitalization.

Although hunger and malnutrition affect so
many in our communities, Congress is not
doing enough to address these issues. In-
stead, we've seen Congress try time after time
to cut funding for the Supplemental Nutrition
Assistance Program (SNAP), which provides
food for more than 45 million Americans.
We’ve also seen Congress attempt to roll back
school meal standards, which are aimed to im-
prove nutrition among children.

Cutting funding for nutritional programs will
not save the federal government money. We
know that hunger and malnutrition increase
risk of illness and result in longer hospital
stays, slower healing, greater risk for re-hos-
pitalizations and complications.

As a government so concerned about health
care costs, how are we not laser-focused on
the nutritional status of patients? We seek so-
lutions for health care costs every day, par-
ticularly from those dually eligible for Medicare
and Medicaid. However, it is clear that nutri-
tional status deserves more attention.

September 28 through October 2 has been
designated as Malnutrition Awareness Week.
Let us use this as a call to action to increase
awareness and find solutions that support bet-
ter nutrition for our communities. Healthy citi-
zens mean a healthy society and healthy
economy.

THOMAS MURRAY
HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 1, 2015

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Thomas Mur-
ray for receiving the Jefferson County 2015
Hall of Fame Award from the West Chamber.

The Hall of Fame Award recognizes out-
standing individuals who have had significant,
long-lasting impacts through their leadership
and contributions to Jefferson County’s econ-
omy, community and legacy.

Tom has certainly cemented his place in
Jefferson County history by laying down the
building bricks of the community. Tom, CEO of
Lakewood Brick and Tile, inherited the busi-
ness from his father and learned the values of
hard work and leadership from a young age.

One of Tom’s biggest passions is education.
In the 1980s, he served as co-chair of the
Steering Committee of the Education-Business
Partnership for the Lakewood Chamber. Tom
went on to become General Chairman of Edu-
cation 2000 for Jefferson County Schools, a
position he maintained for four years. He has
also served on the boards of the Jefferson
Foundation, Warren Vocational Technical High
School, and Jefferson County Advisory Coun-
cil for Vocational Education.

Today, Tom continues this dedication to
education by serving on the Jefferson County
Schools’ Capital Improvement Plan Oversight
Committee and coaching football at Lakewood
High School. Tom’s exceptional work has
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been recognized with several awards, includ-
ing West Chamber Businessman of the Year,
The Sentinel Newspaper Man of the Year, and
The Rocky Mountain News Milestone Award.

Congratulations to Thomas Murray for this
well-deserved honor by the West Chamber. |
am grateful for his contributions to Jefferson
County.

CELEBRATING THE 65TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF DALLAS CHRISTIAN
COLLEGE

HON. KENNY MARCHANT

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 1, 2015

Mr. MARCHANT. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to celebrate 65 years of successful expansion
of education and Christianity through Dallas
Christian College founded right outside of
downtown Dallas in 1950.

Dallas Christian College (DCC) was estab-
lished by church leaders and an enthusiastic
and determined man named Vernon Newland.
Vernon had a tough childhood that would push
him to strive for a better life for himself and
others. Being sent to live with his grandmother
at the age of nine Vernon wanted to share
God with people all over the world. As Vernon
and several family members were traveling to
conduct mission work they were sent to a Jap-
anese internment camp shortly after arriving in
the Philippines. They remained there for al-
most three years as they were taken right
after Pearl Harbor had occurred. It was when
Vernon and his family members returned to
the United States that he was motivated to in-
crease involvement in the church amongst the
population.

The Dallas Christian College was one of
several schools Vernon had established, along
with approximately two dozen churches and
new ones coming along every two months or
so. DCC was quickly expanding. With such
growth, by the 1960s DCC needed more
space and relocated to its current home in
Farmers Branch, which resides in the 24th dis-
trict of Texas. As DCC grew so did its mission,
its reach expanded to troubled neighborhoods
and was known for students and alumni to
serve in urban centers all over the country.
The school would also begin offering new pro-
grams teaching psychology, business, and
education, attempting to broaden the horizons
of its students and prepare them for different
paths in life.

Today DCC aims to educate and mentor the
student body under God’s influence and pre-
pare them for all that life may bring. Training
for service to the church and Christian ministry
has been significant to the school’s mission.
The college wants to ensure that the student
body is well educated and mentored in many
aspects of life.

Mr. Speaker, it is a pleasure to recognize
the 65th anniversary of Dallas Christian Col-
lege. | ask all of my distinguished colleagues
to join me in celebrating this milestone in the
college’s history.
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HON. KEVIN BRADY
OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, October 1, 2015
Mr. BRADY of Texas. Mr. Speaker, on roll-
call No. 527, had | been present, | would have
voted yes.

——
IN RECOGNITION OF WORKING
AMERICANS AND MANUFAC-

TURING DAY
HON. GENE GREEN

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 1, 2015

Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
| rise to recognize the hard working men and
women of Northside and Eastside Houston
and Harris County, Texas and the valuable
contributions manufacturers give to our local
economy.

The 29th District of Texas is one of the larg-
est manufacturing districts in the country.
Home to the Port of Houston, the Houston
Ship Channel, and the largest petrochemical
complex in the country, over 31,000 people
work in the refineries, chemical plants, pipe
and metal manufacturers and machine shops
throughout our district.

Many of these jobs demand technical skills,
training, and years of experience and have
provided good, middle class wages that have
paid off many house notes and college tuition
bills in my district.

For the third year in a row, Houston leads
the nation in merchandise exports—sending
$119 billion in manufactured goods overseas.
The majority of these exports are related to
the oil, gas, and chemical industries.

| proudly stand with manufacturing workers
in Houston and around the country, who go to
work each day without complaint, and con-
tinue to make the label “Made in America” the
gold standard in quality worldwide.

Now is the time for Congress to stand with
working families and our nation’s manufactur-
ers and reauthorize the Export-Import Bank.
Ex-Im supports thousands of jobs throughout
our great country at no cost to the American
people.

FAYE GRIFFIN

HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 1, 2015

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Faye Griffin
for receiving the Jefferson County 2015 Hall of
Fame Award from the West Chamber.

The Hall of Fame Award recognizes out-
standing individuals who have had significant,
long-lasting impacts through their leadership
and contributions to Jefferson County’s econ-
omy, community and legacy.

Faye Griffin started her forty year career in
Jefferson County working in the County Clerk
& Recorder office for 24 years. Eventually
serving as Chief Deputy of the department,
Faye helped modernize technology and co-
ordinated successful general and primary elec-
tions. In 2006, Faye was elected Treasurer
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and served in this capacity until 2008 when
she was nominated to the Board of County
Commissioners.

In her six years on the Board of County
Commissioners, Jefferson County reached a
balanced budget every year and earned ex-
traordinary financial ratings from several na-
tional rating organizations. As a Commis-
sioner, she helped bring attention to Human
Services programs to aid children and families
in need and amended the Zoning Resolution
to simplify the zoning application process.

Currently, Faye serves as Jefferson County
Clerk and Recorder. She is also involved in
the Child and Youth Leadership Commission,
the Jefferson County Head Start Policy Coun-
cil, the Rocky Flats Stewardship Council, and
the Urban Drainage and Flood Control District
Board. In 2012, Faye was honored as an Out-
standing Woman of Jefferson County.

Congratulations to Faye Griffin for this well-
deserved honor by the West Chamber. | am
grateful for her contributions to Jefferson
County.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. VICKY HARTZLER

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 1, 2015

Mrs. HARTZLER. Mr. Speaker, on Monday,
September 28, 2015, | was unable to vote.
Had | been present, | would have voted as fol-
lows: On rollcall No. 519, yea. On rolicall No.
520, yea.

———

IN MEMORY OF FOREST ACRES
POLICE OFFICER GREG ALIA

HON. JOE WILSON

OF SOUTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 1, 2015

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. Speak-
er, yesterday, September 30, 2015, Officer
Greg Alia was killed in the line of duty. A grad-
uate of Richland Northeast High School and
the University of South Carolina, Police Chief
Gene Shealy described Officer Alia as “an
outstanding man and an outstanding police of-
ficer.” As a seven year veteran of Forest
Acres Police Department, Greg was a role
model for new officers who showed courage
and dedication in protecting the people of For-
est Acres, South Carolina. He lived up to the
highest standards of being an Eagle Scout of
Troop 100 of St. Joseph Catholic Church of
Columbia.

Our thoughts and prayers go out to his wife,
Kassy, and their five month old son, Sal, his
parents, Dr. Richard and Alexis Alia of Forest
Acres, and his fellow officers at Forest Acres
Police Department. | am grateful for the out-
pouring of love and support for Forest Acres,
for our community, and for our citizens during
this tragic time.

God bless the memory and service of Greg
Alia.
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RECOGNIZING MINNESOTA’S OWN
FEDERAL DUCK STAMP WINNER

HON. TOM EMMER

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 1, 2015

Mr. EMMER of Minnesota. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to recognize Robert Hautman of
Delano, Minnesota on his impressive second
place finish in the 2015 Federal Duck Stamp
Contest. Robert's stamp features several mal-
lard ducks flying over a lake.

The Federal Duck Stamp contest began in
1949 as a result of growing concern among
Americans over the destruction of wetlands,
which are the home to migratory waterfowl. Of
every dollar spent on duck stamps, ninety-
eight cents is given to the Migratory Bird Con-
servation Fund, which helps to conserve nat-
ural habitats.

Minnesota is home to some of the most
amazing natural scenery and wildlife, and be-
cause of this, | am incredibly passionate about
the great outdoors. | have always been of the
strong belief that it is every global citizen’s
duty to help protect and maintain our environ-
ment for future generations to come. | think
the Federal Duck Stamp contest is wonderful
because it does exactly that.

| would like to applaud Robert Hautman for
contributing to a contest with such a worthy
cause. | would like to give him an extra shout
out for being from my hometown as well.

As a result of Robert’s effort, more funds
will be raised to preserve the environment,
and for that we—and our future generations—
thank you.

TEANECK FIRE DEPARTMENT
HON. BILL PASCRELL, JR.

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 1, 2015

Mr. PASCRELL. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the brave men and women of the
Teaneck Fire Department who will celebrate
100 years of serving and protecting the resi-
dents of Teaneck this Sunday October 4,
2015.

The first organized fire company in Teaneck
was Defender Hook and Ladder Co., which
was formed on August 12, 1895. It was not
until 1915 that four of Teaneck’s five compa-
nies were combined into the official municipal
Teaneck Fire Department.

As they were growing in the 1920s, a very
tough basement fire occurred on Maitland Av-
enue. Future Deputy Chief Harry Davis, then
working for the Department of Public Works,
made numerous entries without a breathing
apparatus, manning a 2'2” line. He passed
out repeatedly, was revived, and continued to
go back in until the house was saved. He is
a great reflection as to how relentlessly the
Teaneck Fire Department has attacked fires
and how they continued to do so even today.

The Teaneck Fire Department stays com-
mitted to self-assessment and innovation.
Since the 1970s, brush fires have been re-
duced by 90% and building fires declined by
about a third, with arson now much less of a
problem. New apparatuses, the four stations
being staffed 24 hours a day with an adequate
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level of staffing, strict proactive code enforce-
ment, the advanced municipal fire system, and
the aggressive fire investigation programs
have proven effective in reducing fires.

Beyond their roles in fire emergencies, the
Teaneck Fire Department remains committed
to serving the residents through their innova-
tive Good Morning Check-Up Program. This
program is designed for shut-ins and senior
citizens who live alone and have no one to
look in on them on a regular basis. The pro-
gram provides subscribers with a telephone
call seven days a week, between the hours of
8 a.m. and 9 a.m. If a resident is not-respon-
sive to multiple phone calls then a firefighter is
dispatched to the house to make sure all is
well. This service has helped countless lives
already.

When terrorists flew planes into the North
and South Tower of the World Trade Center
on September 11, 2011, the brave members
of the Teaneck Fire Department volunteered
to help their colleagues across the Hudson
River. Their sacrifices during and after the
tragedy continue to inspire the Teaneck Fire
Department today as well as those they serve.

As Co-Chair of the Congressional Fire Serv-
ices Caucus, | have had the honor of visiting
and inspecting many fire stations throughout
our great nation. Therefore it gives me pride to
recognize the excellence of the Teaneck Fire
Department and thank them for serving the
residents of Teaneck.

Mr. Speaker, | ask that you join our col-
leagues and me in recognizing the 100 year
anniversary of the Teaneck Fire Department.

——————

IN RECOGNITION OF BROWARD
COUNTY, FLORIDA’S 100TH ANNI-
VERSARY

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 1, 2015

Mr. HASTINGS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
extend the most sincere congratulations to
Broward County, Florida on celebrating its
100th anniversary. From the back-breaking
work and ingenuity of the industrial age to the
modernity of this tech-savvy generation,
Broward County’s progress is a stark example
of the progressive spirit of America. It is truly
my honor to represent such a diverse and
unique county in the United States Congress.

The theme of the centennial celebration is,
“Duende”. Duende is defined as the power to
attract through personal magnetism and
charm. That is exactly what Broward county
has to offer. Whether you are one of the over
1.8 million people that call Broward County
home, the tens of thousands that are winter
residents, or the countless millions that visit
for vacation, our county’s charm is magnetic.
The soul of this community comes from not
only the beautiful 1,200 square miles that
make up Broward County, but from the di-
verse and thriving culture found there. From
the rich soil of the Everglades National Park to
the white sandy beaches of the Atlantic
Ocean, it is as charmingly diverse as the com-
munities that reside within its borders.

Mr. Speaker, Broward County is undoubt-
edly a wonderful embodiment of the “Sun-
shine State” and all it has to offer. | once
again want to congratulate the County on this
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momentous occasion of its centennial anniver-
sary.

———

IN HONOR OF SHILOH BAPTIST
CHURCH'’S 145TH ANNIVERSARY

HON. DAVID SCOTT

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 1, 2015

Mr. DAVID SCOTT of Georgia. Mr. Speaker,
| rise today to honor the 145th anniversary of
the Shiloh Baptist Church in Jonesboro, GA.
Since the end of the Civil War, this church has
stood as a beacon of worship and its con-
gregation is a testament to how faith brings a
community together.

In 1870, Reverend Frank Q. Graham, Rev-
erend A.D. Delmarta and Reverend G.B. Aus-
tin, searching for a place to worship, orga-
nized Shiloh Baptist Church under a Brush
Arbor. Meetings were held in the Arbor until
the group was able to build a church across
the street, near the church’s present location.
After the first building was burned down by a
fire, the worshippers met in an old school until
the church was rebuilt. In 1962, the church
was struck by lightning and completely de-
stroyed. Held together by their faith, the con-
gregation met in an elementary school cafe-
teria until Shiloh Baptist was rebuilt.

Shiloh Baptist Church has also played its
part in American history. When the NAACP
chartered their membership in Clayton County,
Georgia, Shiloh Baptist church was one of the
first to purchase membership. When Atlanta,
Georgia hosted the 1996 summer Olympics,
the church was a reception for the Olympic
torch,

The Shiloh Baptist Church of Jonesboro is
an example to all of how worship and faith can
bring a group of people together. Despite nu-
merous damages and subsequent reconstruc-
tion and renovations to the physical structure,
the Shiloh Baptist community is celebrating
145 years of worship. The strength or their
congregation’s faith has been demonstrated
time and time again. The church has won
awards for their wide attendance and con-
tinues to attract church-goers from the
Jonesboro area. The congregation has not let
their spirit falter and for this | congratulate
them on 145 years of worship.

Mr. Speaker, | rise today to recognize the
Shiloh Baptist congregation for 145 years of
worship. | would like to commend them for
being a cornerstone in the Jonesboro commu-
nity as well as within the great State of Geor-
gia. | ask my colleagues to join me in honoring
the anniversary of Jonesboro’s Shiloh Baptist
Church. Thank you and God bless.

CELEBRATING ST. BEN'S NA-
TIONAL SCIENCE FOUNDATION
AWARD

HON. TOM EMMER

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, October 1, 2015

Mr. EMMER of Minnesota. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to celebrate the College of Saint
Benedict in Collegeville, Minnesota. This col-
lege has a stellar reputation throughout the
state of Minnesota, and for good reason.
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It was recently announced that the College
of Saint Benedict is a recipient of a National
Science Foundation award for their collabora-
tion in a project entitled “Collaborative Re-
search: Developing and Assessing Effective
Cyberlearning  within the STEM  Wiki
Hyperlibrary.” As a result of receiving this
prestigious award, the college will receive
$25,484 dollars.

While many things remain uncertain in this
world, one does not. Science, mathematics
and technology are keys to the future. It is so
critical that colleges and universities through-
out the United States place a strong emphasis
on these fields so that our country can con-
tinue to evolve, succeed and remain competi-
tive in this constantly developing world.

That is why | want to commend the College
of Saint Benedict here, today. The emphasis
put on science, mathematics and technology
is evident by receipt of this award.

| thank the College of Saint Benedict for
motivating students to look towards the future
and do what is best for Minnesota, and the
United States as a whole.

————

HONORING HABCO MANUFAC-
TURING AND THE HABILITATION
CENTER FOR THE HANDICAPPED

HON. THEODORE E. DEUTCH

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 1, 2015

Mr. DEUTCH. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
honor of HABCO Manufacturing, the Habili-
tation Center for the Handicapped, and the up-
coming celebration of National Manufacturing
Day.

HABCO Manufacturing’s unique business
partners a non-profit organization with the
business community. HABCO Manufacturing
has been named South Florida’s “Manufac-
turer of the Year” and has received numerous
accreditations in aviation and aerospace. It is
also an integral part of the Habilitation Center
for the Handicapped, Inc. Founded in 1978,
the Center provides vocational training to
adults with developmental disabilities and
other special needs. The Center's mission is
to equip these men and women with the
knowledge, skills, and behaviors needed to
lead useful and productive lives with dignity,
respect, and independence.

For this National Manufacturing Day 2015, |
recognize the achievements of the Habilitation
Center and HABCO Manufacturing and its
men and women with special needs. Their ex-
pertise in manufacturing, quality, education,
and training is truly extraordinary. | am proud
to honor them in the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD,
and express appreciation for the community
engagement.

———

JESSE H. JONES PARK—A
CHAMPION OF LOCAL HISTORY

HON. TED POE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, October 1, 2015
Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, in this dig-

ital age it is becoming more challenging to en-
sure our children have a strong connection to
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history, community and the great outdoors.
Well, the Jesse H. Jones Park and Nature
Center right in the heart of Harris County pro-
vides the kids and families of my district ex-
actly that.

For the past three decades the park has
been a place where the local community can
gather and form important bonds of citizen-
ship. But the space also serves an educational
purpose. Home to the Akokisa Indian Village
and Redbud Hill Homestead, the park pre-
serves elements of life in Native American and
pioneer communities, including demonstrations
of traditional customs and crafts.

It also provides an important green space,
with a wide range of local flora and fauna in-
cluding ancient bogs, white sand beaches and
wildflower meadows, in addition to play equip-
ment, hiking trails, and sports and recreation
amenities, giving local residents an opportunity
to escape the trappings of modernity, engage
with their local heritage, and developing great-
er physical well-being.

In the month of October alone, the park will
host boat tours on Spring Creek, a workshop
for local science teachers, an astronomy
class, a tree-planting session, Halloween
events and a settlers’ soap-making dem-
onstration.

The Jesse H. Jones Park and Nature Cen-
ter brings out the best in one of America’s
best communities. The park has a dedicated
team of staff and volunteers that exemplify the
charitable and community-minded spirit Texas
is famous for.

Harris County Commissioner Jack Cagle
and his staff should be commended for their
leadership in the community. The nature cen-
ter will be long valued and maintained as a re-
source of cultural and environmental heritage.

ANTI-DEFAMATION LEAGUE
HON. ELIZABETH H. ESTY

OF CONNECTICUT
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 1, 2015

Ms. ESTY. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to sa-
lute the Anti-Defamation League and the tire-
less work of the ADL’s Connecticut Regional
Office. Now more than ever, the world needs
the bravery of League members and allies to
confront anti-Semitism and defend the civil
rights and humanity of all people.

Tonight | will have the privilege of joining
friends and neighbors from across Connecticut
at the Greater Hartford Torch of Liberty Award
Reception. Created to recognize those who
epitomize the Anti-Defamation League’s val-
ues and commitment to community and public
service, this years Torch of Liberty Award
honorees include our esteemed Lieutenant
Governor, the Honorable Nancy Wyman, Mr.
John J. Patrick, Jr., and Ms. JoAnn H. Price.

The timing could not be more appropriate.
Their examples of selfless service are wel-
come reminders of the need for this House to
eschew the dysfunction of rigid ideologies and
selfish partisanship. The occasion is also a
timely reminder of the broader importance of
the values which this year's award winners
embody.

Founded in 1913, the Anti-Defamation
League’s stated mission was “to stop the def-
amation of the Jewish people and to secure
justice and fair treatment to all.” From that ad-
mirable spirit its members have fashioned a
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legacy of confronting all forms of bigotry, edu-
cating our youth in order to guard against ig-
norance, and defending the ideals and civil
rights that are necessary for people to live in
a peaceful, just, and democratic society.

Recent and troubling world events now pose
a unique and humbling challenge to this
cause. We've witnessed a rise in anti-Semitic
passions abroad, as in areas throughout Eu-
rope, but also sadly at home. Even this House
has demonstrated in recent debates that hon-
est and heart-felt differences of opinion can
escalate into divisive arguments marked by
coded language and insinuations that teach us
to fear and dehumanize one another. We are
better than that. If we engage one another re-
spectfully, no disagreement need devolve into
questioning our shared devotion to our allies.
We can come to different decisions while still
uniting in our support for Israel and against ef-
forts to impugn the loyalty of fellow citizens
with whom we may occasionally disagree.

| therefore urge this House to accept re-
sponsibility for leading by example. Let us re-
ject the temptation to reinforce our divisions.
Instead, let us bind ourselves together with
appreciation for our differences and a commit-
ment to defend the dignity and worth of every
human being. | urge this House to undertake
the work of protecting and expanding the civil,
religious, and human rights that are the best
evidence that America remains the home of
the brave and land of the free.

TRIBUTE TO ED LITTLER, JR.
HON. DAVID YOUNG

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 1, 2015

Mr. YOUNG of lowa. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to honor Mr. Ed Littler, Jr. of Adair,
lowa. Ed has been awarded the very first Ed
Littler Achievement Award from Adair-Casey
Schools. The school has established the
award to be presented to anyone who has
contributed to the A-C Bomber family with
large amounts of their personal time and hard
work.

Ed has covered the local sports scene for
the Adair News since 1948 and rarely missed
a home or away football game until his retire-
ment this year. He was cited for his contribu-
tions to all Adair-Casey sports and to the com-
munity. Ed played football as a quarterback for
the Adair High School Rockets and graduated
from Adair High School in 1947.

Mr. Speaker, | applaud and congratulate Ed
for receiving this award and for dedicating his
time and efforts in supporting the Adair-Casey
Schools. | am proud to represent him and his
family in the United States Congress. | know
that my colleagues in the United States House
of Representatives will join me in congratu-
lating Ed on this outstanding achievement.

———

CPB’S AMERICAN GRADUATE
INITIATIVE

HON. EARL BLUMENAUER

OF OREGON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, October 1, 2015
Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, our public

media stations are a force for positive change
in communities all across this country.
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The best example of this is the American
Graduate initiative.

This initiative, made possible by the Cor-
poration for Public Broadcasting which
leverages public media to address America’s
high school dropout crisis;

And set an ambitious goal of seeing a 90
percent high school graduation rate by 2020.

This Saturday, October 3rd marks the fourth
annual American Graduate Day, a live public
media event broadcast on public media sta-
tions across the country.

And make no mistake—it is a crisis.

Each year, over one million students drop
out of our high schools.

In turning the tide, the American Graduate
initiative has been, and continues to be, a
proven force for change.

Local stations extend the reach of this na-
tional broadcast content and have produced
almost 1,000 hours of locally-focused pro-
gramming.

Find a moment to tune in and see for your-
self the incredible work happening in your
community thanks to public media.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. GREGORY W. MEEKS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 1, 2015

Mr. MEEKS. Mr. Speaker, yesterday, on
September 30, 2015, due to unforeseen cir-
cumstances, | was unable to vote for Roll Call
votes 525 through 528. | would have voted in
the following way:

Roll Call Number 525 on providing for con-
sideration of H. Con. Res. 79, directing the
Clerk of the House of Representatives to
make corrections in the enroliment of H.R.
719; and providing for consideration of the
Senate amendment to the House amendment
to the Senate amendment to H.R. 719, TSA
Office of Inspection Accountability Act of 2015,
nay;

On Roll Call Number 526 on the motion to
suspend the rules and pass S. 2082 to amend
title 38, United States Code, to extend certain
expiring provisions of law administered by the
Secretary of Veterans Affairs, and for other
purposes, yea;

On Roll Call Number 527 on agreeing to the
resolution, H. Con. Res. 79, directing the Clerk
of the House of Representatives to make cor-
rections in the enroliment of H.R. 719, nay;

And on Roll Call Number 528 on concurring
in the Senate Amendment to the House
Amendment to the Senate Amendment for
H.R. 719, the TSA Office of Inspection Ac-
countability Act of 2015, yea.

HONORING MR. TERRANCE KELLY

HON. BARBARA LEE

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 1, 2015

Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to honor
Mr. Terrance Kelly for his extraordinary con-
tributions to the music industry and to the faith
community. Mr. Kelly is currently the Artistic
Director of the Oakland Interfaith Gospel
Choir, where he leads over 100 rehearsals
and 50 performances annually.
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Mr. Kelly graduated from the Texas South-
ern University with a Bachelor of Arts in Busi-
ness Management. He went on to study at
Holy Names University with a focus on Vocal
Performance. Mr. Kelly began his career work-
ing with Jazz Camp West as Choir Director
and Voice Teacher.

During his time with Jazz Camp West, Mr.
Kelly led the popular All Camp Gospel Choir,
helping select the songs, instruct the band,
and lead performances. His dedication to
music also led Mr. Kelly to begin working with
Imani Community Church, where he is cur-
rently Minister of Magnification. Mr. Kelly co-
ordinates all musical presentations for the
church, as well as leading many different
choirs. He also facilitates the Imani Ya
Watume liturgical dancers.

Additionally, Mr. Kelly serves as Artistic Di-
rector of the Oakland Interfaith Gospel Choir.
He has composed and arranged music for the
Oakland Interfaith Gospel Choir, the Oakland
Interfaith Youth Choir, and the Oakland Inter-
faith Community Choir. The incredible works
of music he has worked on have inspired and
moved audiences throughout the Bay Area,
California, and the world.

In his long career in music and faith, Mr.
Kelly received many honors. Most recently,
Mr. Kelly taught workshops about gospel
music at the International Gospel Music Acad-
emy of Denmark. His musical talent has been
recognized by many influential people, such
as Tramaine Hawkins, MC Hammer, John Lee
Hooker, and Former President Jimmy Carter.
He has received an Emmy Award for his cho-
ral arrangement of PSA for KGO-TV, as well
as 2 Gospel Academy Awards for Outstanding
Director of the Year and Excellence in Choral
Music. The San Francisco Opera had the op-
portunity to work with Mr. Kelly in their ren-
dition of Moby Dick in 2012.

Mr. Kelly has also mentored students of
music, many of whom have gone on to attend
schools such as the Berklee School of Music,
Howard University, and Walt Disney’s Cali-
fornia Institute of the Arts. Throughout his pro-
lific career, Mr. Kelly has impacted the lives of
musicians and fans alike, throughout the Bay
Area and the world.

On behalf of the residents of California’s
13th Congressional District, Mr. Terrance
Kelly, | salute you. | thank you for a lifetime of
service and congratulate you on your many
achievements. | wish you success as you con-
tinue to serve the residents of the East Bay.

———

IN HONOR OF COMMISSIONER
JACKSON “JACK” ANDERSON
STONE, SR.

HON. SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR.

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 1, 2015

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, it is
with a heavy heart and solemn remembrance
that | rise today to pay tribute to an out-
standing public servant and civic leader of
Georgia, Commissioner Jackson “Jack” An-
derson Stone, Sr., longtime County Commis-
sioner of District 6 in Dougherty County, Geor-
gia. Sadly, Commissioner Stone passed away
on Thursday, September 24, 2015. A funeral
service was held on Saturday, September 26,
2015 at 11:00 am at Sunnyside Baptist
Church in Albany, Georgia.
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A Georgia man through and through, Jack-
son Stone was born in Meigs, Georgia in 1941
to the late Grady and Neda West Stone. He
proudly served our nation in the United States
Army, serving one tour in Okinawa, Japan.
When Jack returned to the United States, he
built a career in the auto sales business and
became Co-Owner and General Manager at
Albany Lincoln Mercury. He subsequently
founded his own businesses: Quick Auto
Sales, Creekside Auto Sales and Creekside
RV and Mobile Home Park.

For Jack Stone, family and community took
the utmost priority in his life. With this in mind,
he sought to improve his community and
serve his fellow citizens as District 6 County
Commissioner in Dougherty County, Georgia.
His leadership and work ethic were widely re-
spected, resulting in his serving as County
Commissioner for twenty-eight years. His long
tenure makes it clear that Commissioner
Stone was admired and loved by his constitu-
ents and countless others in Southwest Geor-
gia.

In addition to his civic duties, Commissioner
Stone also served as a member of the Albany
Chamber of Commerce and several other pub-
lic service organizations in Albany and Dough-
erty County.

In his spare time, Commissioner Stone and
his family enjoyed RV camping. He also took
great pleasure in managing his farm, tending
his cows and riding around with his dog, B.J.

Commissioner Stone has achieved much in
his life but none of this would have been pos-
sible without the love and support of his wife
of 52 years, Charlotte; his children, Jack, Blair,
and Karen; his grandchildren, Ande, Lexie,
Reverend Matthew, Taylor, Mark, Hannah,
McKenzie, Shannon, and Josh; four great-
grandchildren, Savanna, Lucus, Carson, and
Brock; and a host of other family members
and friends.

Mr. Speaker, my wife Vivian and |, along
with the more than 730,000 residents of the
Second Congressional District of Georgia, sa-
lute Commissioner Stone for his exceptional
public service and everlasting commitment to
his community. | ask my colleagues in the
House of Representatives to join us in extend-
ing our deepest condolences to Commissioner
Stone’s family and friends during this difficult
time. We pray that they will be consoled and
comforted by an abiding faith and the Holy
Spirit in the days, weeks and months ahead.

——————
CODE OF ETHICS FOR THE
AMVETS NATIONAL SERVICE

FOUNDATION’S ATTORNEYS
FACT

IN

HON. GUS M. BILIRAKIS

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 1, 2015

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, | submit the
following code of ethics for AMVET’s Attor-
neys-in-Fact. AMVET is one of America’s
leading veterans’ service organizations with
over 250,000 members with a proud history of
assisting veterans.

An attorney in fact is a person who is au-
thorized to perform business-related trans-
actions on behalf of someone else (the client),
but not necessarily authorized to practice law.
In order to become someone’s attorney in fact,
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a person must have the client sign a power of
attorney document (VA Form 21-22).
RULES OF PROFESSIONAL CONDUCT

Rule 1: All AMVETS attorneys in fact will be
honest when dealing with veterans and sur-
viving family members. They will do the same
when dealing with Department of Veterans’ Af-
fairs (VA) employees and other officials.

Rule: 2 AMVETS attorneys in fact will sub-
mit quality claim packages for issues that may
be granted; not sheer quantity to swell report
numbers.

Rule 3: The attorney in fact claimant rela-
tionship is confidential by law and VA regula-
tion. It will be protected at all times. The man-
date to protect privileged information continues
forever and applies equally to any clerical staff
assigned to the office.

Rule 4: The attorney in fact will pursue a
course of continuing education. They must
stay current with new laws, regulations, VA’s
policies and procedures as well as all
AMVETS policies and procedures promulgated
by the AMVETS national service director.

Rule 5: The attorney in fact will determine
all issues that occurred in-service. This is
done through discussions with the client and a
review of their supporting documents and
records.

Rule 6: The attorney in fact will not sign off
on any rating decisions that do not fully ad-
dress, or defer for additional development, all
issues contained in the claim.

Rule 7: Hardship claims will be expedited
and closely monitored by the AMVETS attor-
ney in fact to ensure a rapid decision and re-
lease of compensation and other benefits
needed by the client.

Rule 8: AMVETS’ attorney in fact will partici-
pate in all VA staff/veteran service organiza-
tion (VSO) meetings called by the VA if avail-
able. Additionally, they will request staff meet-
ings if problems arise due to VA’s internal pol-
icy and procedures that need to be addressed.

Rule 9: AMVETS’ attorney in fact will ensure
VA examinations are complete, accurate and
meet the current guidelines necessary for ac-
curate rating decisions. Anything less than a
complete examination may result in the client
being denied benefits that are deserved under
the current law.

Rule 10: It is not ethical for an attorney in
fact to ask veterans to change their power of
attorney (POA) from one VSO to another. Vet-
erans represented by another organization
should be referred to the organization that cur-
rently holds the power of attorney. However, if
a veteran has a valid claim and insists on
AMVETS’ representation, then the POA may
be accepted.

Rule 11: It is highly unprofessional to make
any derogatory comments about another VSO.

Rule 12: AMVETS attorney in fact will es-
tablish rapport to educate and advise the cli-
ent in the basics of VA law, policies proce-
dures so they understand what documentation
is required for their claim.

Rule 13: AMVETS will file an appeal only if
the reason to appeal is based in fact (evi-
dence contained in the client’s record) or law
(VA'’s failure to grant the benefit requested vio-
lates provisions contained in 38 Code of Fed-
eral Regulations). If a client wishes to file an
appeal that the VA may never grant under the
current law, then the AMVETS attorney in fact
will not represent the claim since it has no
merit.

Rule 14: Appeals should only be used as
the last resort since they are a three to five
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year process. Other avenues such as a re-
quest for reconsideration based on overlooked
evidence of record or new and material evi-
dence should be used first.

Rule 15: An AMVETS attorney in fact will
not tell a client that they may not file an ap-
peal. However, they will explain to a client,
based on current law, what they must do in
order to win an appeal. If the client is unable
to provide the necessary records then
AMVETS will not represent that claim as an
appeal.

Rule 16: Under no circumstances will an
AMVETS’ attorney in fact solicit or accept any
monetary gifts, goods or products in apprecia-
tion or compensation for their professional
services.

Rule 17: AMVETS attorney in fact will never
present a membership application to a veteran
during the initial claim process. Doing so is
akin to extortion. However, if a client requests
a membership application, then they will be
provided with one after they explain that mem-
bership is not required for their services.

————

60-YEAR CLASS REUNION OF THE
1955 CLASS OF PAUL LAURENCE
DUNBAR HIGH SCHOOL

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON

OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 1, 2015

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
ask the House of Representatives to join me
in celebrating the class of 1955 of Paul Lau-
rence Dunbar Senior High School in the Dis-
trict of Columbia as it celebrates its 60-year
class reunion Saturday, October 3, 2015, its
reunion committee and particularly Donald R.
Wines for his phenomenal leadership with the
Dunbar Alumni Federation, and Dunbar High
School itself in history and today. | am fortu-
nate to be an alumna of Dunbar High School
and a member of this distinguished class.

Dunbar High School, which started in a
church basement, was the first public high
school for African Americans in the United
States and remained segregated until 1954,
when the District of Columbia was one of the
six Brown v. Board of Education jurisdictions
that successfully challenged segregated
schools in the United States. Dunbar was in-
strumental in making the District of Columbia
a bulwark of education for almost a century,
attracting students from across the District,
who were drawn by the school’s excellent rep-
utation. That same reputation was reinforced
by Dunbar's remarkable record of graduating
more distinguished African Americans than
any high school in the country. Among them
were Edward Brooke, the first Black popularly
elected United States Senator; Robert C.
Weaver, the first Black Cabinet member; Ben-
jamin O. Davis Sr., the first Black general in
the U.S. Army; Wesley Brown, the first Black
graduate of the U.S. Naval Academy; Charles
R. Drew, the discoverer of blood plasma; and
Mary Jane Patterson, the first African Amer-
ican to achieve a college degree. Dunbar also
drew teachers with advanced degrees who
would have been college professors but for
segregation in higher education that persisted
at the time.
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The 60-year Dunbar High School class re-
union is another occasion for pride in Dunbar
High School today and in the class of 1955.
Dunbar has been recently rebuilt into a state-
of-the-art facility and became a neighborhood
school following the Brown decision. Its storied
history continues to inspire generations of stu-
dents.

The class of 1955 graduated the year fol-
lowing the historic Brown decision and has
come together at important intervals to cele-
brate its class, the education received at Dun-
bar, and the school today. Keeping the class
together did not take place spontaneously.
This work has been a commendable team ef-
fort, but that team recognizes that the leader-
ship of Donald R. Wines has been indispen-
sable to its success. Donald has discouraged
all acknowledgment of his extraordinary lead-
ership on behalf of Dunbar and the class of
1955. However, the House of Representatives
is free to commend and thank Donald for fo-
cusing his many talents, his organizational ex-
pertise, and the skills he honed as a Dunbar
student to the class of 1955 Dunbar High
School and the historic Dunbar tradition.

Mr. Speaker, | ask the House of Represent-
atives to join me in celebrating the 60-year
class reunion of the 1955 class of Paul Lau-
rence Dunbar High School and the Dunbar
High School Reunion Committee and Dunbar
High School itself. | ask the House to particu-
larly commend the leadership of Donald R.
Wines, whose indefatigable energy and wise
guidance have been the essential ingredients
to the consistency of efforts that have enabled
the Dunbar class of 1955 to celebrate 60
years of continuing friendship.

HONORING THE LIFE OF EDNA
AND JOHN W. MOSLEY

HON. MAXINE WATERS

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 1, 2015

Ms. MAXINE WATERS of California. Mr.
Speaker, | rise today to honor the life and leg-
acy of Edna and John W. Mosley, on the oc-
casion of the grand opening of the school
named in their honor in Aurora, Colorado.

Both Edna and John Mosley were trail-
blazers and public servants.

Lieutenant Colonel John Mosley graduated
from Colorado State A&M College, where he
participated in the Civilian Pilot Training Pro-
gram during his senior year. In 1943, he com-
pleted the program, but was still denied the
right to serve his country as a pilot due to his
race. But John was not discouraged.
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John and his family wrote letters to Con-
gress and even the White House to petition for
placement in the Tuskegee Airmen Pilot pro-
gram, and due to his persistence and deter-
mination, he was finally accepted as a
Tuskegee Airman. His accomplished military
career spanned World War 1l, the Korean War,
and the Vietnam War.

After retiring from the Air Force, John
served our country at the Department of
Health, Education and Welfare (HEW) in
Washington, D.C., where one of his most im-
portant responsibilities was overseeing the
newly formed Head Start Program in 1970.

John received numerous awards, among
them, the Congressional Medal of Honor in
2007 for his service as a Tuskegee Airman.

Edna Mosley was a lifetime member of the
NAACP, and worked to establish the organiza-
tion’s chapter in Denver. She served 12 years
on the Aurora city council, becoming the first
African American elected to the council in
1991. On the council, she championed impor-
tant and pressing issues—civil rights, gender
equality, veteran’s interests, affordable hous-
ing, and educational opportunity.

Mr. Speaker, Edna and John Mosley em-
body what truly makes our country and com-
munities great—a selfless commitment to our
neighbors, and fighting for the common good.
| extend my best wishes for the academic suc-
cess of the future graduates of the school, and
their commitment to carrying forward the
amazing legacy of Edna and John Mosley.

——

TRIBUTE TO THE HONORABLE
JOHN M. MCcHUGH

HON. JOHN R. CARTER

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 1, 2015

Mr. CARTER of Texas. Mr. Speaker, on be-
half of myself, Congressman RUPPERSBERGER,
and the House Army Caucus, | rise today to
pay tribute to the Honorable John M. McHugh,
former Member of the House, colleague, and
friend, on the eve of his departure as one of
the longest serving Secretaries of the Army in
U.S. history.

After over 42 years of public service, Sec-
retary McHugh leaves our Army and our Na-
tion safer and more secure. His tireless advo-
cacy and bold leadership for our Soldiers, Ci-
vilians, and their Family Members is leg-
endary. From improvements in family and
mental health programs to unprecedented
strides to combat sexual assault and suicide,
John has truly earned the reputation as “The
Soldier's Secretary.”
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Having served as the House Armed Serv-
ices Committee Ranking Member, Congress-
man McHugh’s thoughtful, determined, and vi-
sionary leadership ensured the security of our
Nation. As a Representative from New York’s
24th and later the 23rd Districts, John ensured
that cutting-edge facilities, upgrades, and pro-
grams directly supported our Warfighters. Fort
Drum is but one example; it is truly the
“House that McHugh Built.” He ensured the
10th Mountain Division had all the tools re-
quired to be at the tip of the spear for our Na-
tion’s defense.

John made unprecedented strides as the
Co-Chair of the Army Caucus for over 15
years and served as a critical member of the
West Point Board of Visitors. He was a dy-
namic leader in this House, a trusted Rep-
resentative of his constituents, and an amaz-
ing advocate for our Soldiers and our coun-
try’s national security.

During his tenure as the second-longest
serving Secretary in history, John was at the
forefront of national and international strategy,
military policy, and Soldier programs. His ex-
pert leadership, bold initiatives, and pragmatic
management ensured that our Army remained
the finest fighting force the world has ever
known.

John presided over some of the toughest
missions the Army has ever faced. He
oversaw the largest retrograde in military his-
tory as our troops departed Iraq, held the
Army together as it was hit by sequestration,
and worked tirelessly to reorganize, revamp,
and restructure our force. Secretary McHugh
led these efforts with distinction as our Sol-
diers conducted simultaneous combat oper-
ations around the world.

Secretary McHugh’s determination, devo-
tion, and love of our Service Members also
ensured that our most sacred and hallowed
ground, Arlington National Cemetery, over-
came years of neglect to become the epitome
of a well-run and well-led resting place for our
Nation’s heroes. In fact, it is now the gold
standard for cemetery administration because
of his personal and unwavering commitment
and leadership.

Mr. Speaker, our Nation is safe and secure
because of the drive, determination, and lead-
ership of Secretary John M. McHugh. Today,
we join with all Americans in our profound ad-
miration and deep respect for this true Patriot.
We thank Secretary McHugh for his dedication
and sacrifice and wish him the fullest measure
of peace and happiness as he enters the next
phase of his life.
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