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countries that want to cut down on to-
bacco use. As they referred to it in the
trade agreement, it will exempt from
the investor-state dispute settlement
mechanism anything in a country with
regard to tobacco control. This is a win
for the health care advocates who are
trying to keep our people informed
about the hazards, what smoking to-
bacco will do to their health.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Idaho.

Mr. CRAPO. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent to yield back all
time.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The question is, Will the Senate ad-
vise and consent to the nomination of
Dale A. Drozd, of California, to be
United States District Judge for the
Eastern District of California?

Mr. CRAPO. Mr. President, I ask for
the yeas and nays.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a
sufficient second?

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond.

The clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk called the roll.

Mr. CORNYN. The following Senators
are necessarily absent: the Senator
from North Carolina (Mr. BURR), the
Senator from Texas (Mr. CRUZ), the
Senator from Wyoming (Mr. ENZI), the
Senator from Arizona (Mr. MCCAIN),
the Senator from South Dakota (Mr.
ROUNDS), the Senator from Florida
(Mr. RUBIO), the Senator from South
Carolina (Mr. ScOTT), the Senator from
Pennsylvania (Mr. TOOMEY), and the
Senator from Louisiana (Mr. VITTER).

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from Delaware (Mr. CARPER) is
necessarily absent.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
LANKFORD). Are there any other Sen-
ators in the Chamber desiring to vote?

The result was announced—yeas 69,
nays 21, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 274 Ex.]

YEAS—69
Alexander Franken Murkowski
Ayotte Gillibrand Murphy
Baldwin Graham Murray
Bennet Grassley Nelson
Blumenthal Hatch Paul
Booker Heinrich Perdue
Boxer Heitkamp Peters
Brown Heller Portman
Cantwell Hirono Reed
Capito Isakson Reid
Cardin Johnson Sanders
Casey Kaine Schatz
Coats King Schumer
Collins Kirk Shaheen
Coons Klobuchar Stabenow
Corker Leahy Tester
Cornyn Lee Thune
Daines Manchin Tillis
Donnelly Markey Udall
Durbin MecCaskill Warner
Ernst Menendez Warren
Feinstein Merkley Whitehouse
Flake Mikulski Wyden

NAYS—21
Barrasso Cotton Inhofe
Blunt Crapo Lankford
Boozman Fischer McConnell
Cassidy Gardner Moran
Cochran Hoeven Risch
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Roberts Sessions Sullivan

Sasse Shelby Wicker
NOT VOTING—10

Burr McCain Toomey

Carper Rounds Vitter

Cruz Rubio

Enzi Scott

The nomination was confirmed.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the motion to re-
consider is considered made and laid
upon the table, and the President will
be immediately notified of the Senate’s
action.

———

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate will re-
sume legislative session.

The Senator from South Carolina.

———
MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. GRAHAM. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate be
in a period of morning business, with
Senators permitted to speak therein
for up to 10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

DISASTER IN SOUTH CAROLINA

Mr. GRAHAM. Mr. President, I just
returned from South Carolina. I am
sure many Members of the body have
been watching this drama unfold on
television. I have never seen anything
like it. I was in the Charleston area
over the weekend. There was 18 inches
in about 24 hours, and Columbia, SC, is
really under siege. It is a thousand-
yvear historic rain. I am not a mete-
orologist, but it seems as if everything
bad that could happen did happen to
send the water and the rain to South
Carolina. All 46 counties have received
Federal emergency declaration. There
has been a verbal request for a major
disaster declaration for 11 counties;
1,300 National Guard deployed and 7,000
more on standby; the entire State
trooper force is on the road; 1,250 South
Carolina DOT maintenance employees
working; 550 road closures; 150 bridge
closures; 26,000 and climbing without
power; 40,000 and climbing without
water; there have been 9 deaths.

The economic damage—we don’t
know yet. There will be an insurance
component, and there will be a disaster
relief component. As we get through
this and look at the damages—that
comes later—we are not going to ask
the Federal Government to do any-
thing beyond the responsibility of the
government. We will not turn this into
a pile-on party.

The bottom line is I really appreciate
my colleagues coming up and offering
their assistance and their prayers to
the people of South Carolina. Our Gov-
ernor and the entire infrastructure of
the emergency management system in
South Carolina have done a very good
job.

More is coming. The rain is about to
depart the area, but we will have runoff
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from upstate of South Carolina that
will flow down to the coast and run
right through the communities that
have been hit the hardest. So there is a
second wave of water coming.

My sister lives in the Columbia area,
and I can say there are very few fami-
lies in South Carolina not affected by
this. Manning, SC, is virtually under-
water. “We are thinking about the peo-
ple of South Carolina’ is what I have
heard from all of my colleagues. Sen-
ator SCHUMER called. The Vice Presi-
dent called. I appreciate all of your
concern and prayers. We will hopefully
get this behind us soon in terms of the
rainfall and start building up some lev-
ees and dams that are just about to
break. I worry about the bridges and
the damage to our bridges. I don’t
think we really appreciate how exten-
sive it is.

This is sort of the worst of nature
coming our way, but I think we met it
with the best of human nature. From
what I can tell, people have been work-
ing together trying to slug through
this. And I will just echo what the Gov-
ernor said: Stay in your homes. Get off
the roads. It is so dangerous down
there. Anybody who has to be rescued
because they are out looking around
and taking photos is draining resources
from the people who are under siege.

So on behalf of TIM ScOoTT and my-
self, we are going to do whatever we
can, with our House delegation, to
make sure our State is taken care of in
an appropriate fashion. Hopefully by
the end of this week we will begin to
survey the damage, but unfortunately
there is more coming as the runoff
from upstate makes its way to the
coast. This was literally a perfect
storm of things coming together to
take water from the hurricane and cre-
ate a river of rain. I have never seen
anything like it, and I have lived in the
State all my life.

To the people without power, whose
houses are underwater, whose cars
have been devastated, those who have
lost loved ones, we are definitely
thinking about you. We are pulling to-
gether in our State.

Mr. President, 2015 has been a miser-
able year for the State of South Caro-
lina. Some of the worst things have
happened, and we are still hanging in
there. Everybody is clinging to each
other in a very heartwarming way. And
I am sure there will be exceptions to
that rule—curfews are in place—but
the vast majority of South Carolinians
are rising to the occasion.

I was talking to the Governor last
night. We can’t wait to get this year
behind us. And I cannot tell you, from
the Charleston shooting to this, how
tough it has been for our State. But
when it is all said and done, we are
going to be together and come out
stronger.

To the families who are thinking the
world has come to an end, God willing,
it will get better. The water will pass,
we will start surveying the damage,
and we will help those who need help.
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